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CHAPTER I.-AFGHANISTAN. 


(B 172/772/97) No. 1 


Mr. Squire to Mr. Eden.—(Receined 2nd February.) 


i 6. Confidential.) 

ar, Kabul, th January, 1045. 
WITH reference to Viscount Halifax's circular despateb, dated the 

4th November, 1939, I have the honour to forward as an enclosure to this 

despatch a political review of Afghanistan during the year 1944. 


Taam sending a copy of this despatch, with enclosure, to the See 
State for India, to the Government of India, the Government of the 

‘rontier Province, the Baluchistan Administration and to His Majesty's Consuls, 
Jalalabad and Kandahar. 


SQUIRE, 


Enelosure in No. 1 
Political Review for 1944. 


ON the whole the year has passed off peacefully and the position of the 
Afghan Government appears tolerably patie They have never during the 
Year bad any reason to doubt that the United Nations will win the war, though 
Vietory has not come so speedily as some anticipated. In pursuing their own 
Policy, therefore, there has been no need to pay too much attention to possible 
Axis feactions and, in fact, the Prime Minister was at one time reported to be 
in favour of breaking off relations with the Axis and evicting the German and 
Tapanese Legations. Disagreement in the Royal Family and fear of unfavourable 
Tepercussions in the country apparently prevented the Prime Minister from 
Setting his way. No important change in the personnel of the Government has 
taken place during the year. The Prime Minister's health has been almost fully 
Testored after his illness in November 1943, but there is no doubt that he has lost 
@ great deal of his former energy, and he now speaks frequently of his wish to 
tetire—preferably to England. Meanwhile he has gone to Jalalabad for the 
Winter, the first time for many years that he has been able to risk such a prolonged 
from the capital. 

‘A serious threat to the security’ of the Government arose in the early 
Summer from discontent in the Southern Province culminating in armed 
sPRosition from Mazrak, the Zacdran leader, i Khost. Two brigades went. from 
Kabal were successful in dispersing his following and driving Mazrak himself 
into the hills on the Waziristan border. His efforts to enlist the support of the 

ida Khel in North Waziristan were firmly countered by the Government of 
13160 [31336] B 
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India and Mazrak himself was evicted from British territory by air action against 
men who were offering him temporary shelter. He has still not tendered 
ion, but he has lost most of his following and is more or less in hiding 
Afghan side of the border. ‘The appearance in November of a mysterious 
Malang who posed as the brother of Amanullah gave a temporary fillip to 
Mazrak’s failing fortunes, but lack of money with which to bribe the ttibes 
caused the failure of this movement also and the Malang has since relapsed into 
obscurity. On the Baluchistan border trouble with Dara Khan Badinzai has 
subsided and there have been no troublesome incidents of any importance. The 
northern frontier with Russia continues to give rise to minor unpleasantnesses 
and the Russian claim tothe southern bank of the Oxus, as the rightful boundary, 
has neither been pressed nor withdrawn. There have been a few armed clashes 
resulting in casualties among frontier guards, but they have not assumed serious 
Proportions, though ill feeling was recently aggravated by the throwing into 
tis Oem C he Pi redes Caen cattle ee had died from rinderpest 
e Afghan side of the border with the risk that this would cause the 5 
of the disease to Russian territory. inc emma 
3. There has been some increa 


the 


rogtess. Requests have 
carts and. saddlery joa 
Abbotabad, and finally 

the Chief of General 


nent to 

their community of 

haye been confined ta” the 

inister and members of hie 

the pross and other forms 

.,@W a spate of articles in the 

Afghanistan's gratitude to. and dependence 

heen so important a factor in enabling them 

prosperity of their countey, and in guarding 
‘ cts the war. A handome donation by the Govern 
id for victims of a local flood disaster in Awgms 

called forth the frat grateful teibuto; and this was followed omy: ee] 

les detailing the economic assistance received in many other spheres. F 
trick alowed nth anon tha Space of eee en ete 
and, mora recently, on the arrival in Afghanistan of the remains of Sen 


’ din Afghani * 
dammalndin Afgh ani from Istanbul, where they bnd teen interred since his 


Relations bet 
the local author 
intercourse genorall 

5. Our eultur: 


inte 
privacy of personal 
Mall aid have been 
of public 


lnhar and Jalalabad and 
provement, and social 


Meanwhile 
who are to 


teachers in Kabul 
Vacation with a vi 
English is general 


to French, and Urdu is also being more widely taught. A visit by Major Shah, 
of the Indian Information and Broadcasting Department of the Government of 
India, was warmly welcomed by the Afghan Publications Department, which 
is now proposing to send three representatives on a return visit to India with a 
few to establishing closer co-operation in the matter of broadcasting and cultural 
relations generally. 

6. Towards the end of the year the Afghan Foreign Office instituted 
informal discussions with His Majesty's Legation in order to see whether their 
frontier policy was not capable of improvement with # view to inducing gradually 
@ more peaceful and settled form of life on both sides of the border. These 
discussions, though at. present only: in their preliminary stages, mark a great 
advance on anything that has gone before. The Afghans are, however, seriously 
handicapped by the uncertainty of India’s political outlook. As long as India 
remains under British rule the Afghan Government are content with their present 

ition and with attempts at improving relations on the existing basis. They 

ve, however, no intention of standing idly by and allowing those whom they 
consider to be the Afghan inhabitants of tribal territory and of the North-West 
Frontier to become part of a congress and therefore Hindu India. ‘They make no 
secret of this, though they decline to commit themselves to any formulation of 
their specific intentions. It is obvious, however, that they are speculating 
anxi what the results to themselves would be if the friendly British Govern- 
ment were to withdraw from India and leave Afghanistan to face the future 
and her Russian neighbour without at least the moral aupport she now enjoys 
rom. us. 

4. In tact, the declared Afghan poligy of friendehip towards Great Britain 
and America is to a large extent motivated by fear of Soviet Russia. This ix mo 
new phenomenon. Though Russian policy towards Afghanistan appears to have 
been correct, almost to the point of noploct. their activities in Persia have not 
been such as to inspire confidence. The Prime Minister, who ever since hin 
appointment as A\ dor in Moscow, sume years ago, has always held pro: 
nounced anti-Rassian views, has, of course, been confirmed: in his fears and. sees 
no hope for the independence of his country other than in reliance on Great 
Britain, together with such moral help as they may expect to obtain from 

¢ is even reported to have said that he would acquiesce in the absorp. 
tion of his country in British India, which would in any case be only temporary, 
if that woold save her from the clutches of Soviet Russia, Afghan fears of 
Russian intentions have by no means been allayed:by the appointment of a new 
and forcefal ambassador, M. Bakoulin, in March 1944, followed by the transfer 
of all the important members of his staff and their replacement by new and far 
less friendly officials, Tours by the ambassador to Kandahar in April’and to 
the northern provinces in November did nothing to allay Afghan suspicions, 

8. Along with their attempts at improving Anglo-Afghan relations the 
Afghans have been assiduous in courting the favour of America. Tho visit, in 
January 194, of General Hurley as the President's personal repreeentative, was 
& great encouragement to them and led them perhaps to expect even more 
tastoinace than they: have actually boon reoeiting. » Eeosomic belp has, however, 
been forthcoming in the shape of lorries required for the country’s transport; 
and the easing of the world shipping position has enabled the United States to 
supply Afghanistan with many of the more urgent requirements which cannot be 
supplied by India, Another way in which America has been willing to help 
Afghanistan has been in the matter of irrigation engineers, three of whom. 
arrived during the year to take over charge of the Irrigation Department, One 
of these, Mr. Henry, was not a success and left, but the other two, Messrs. 
Alexander and Keesee, seem to have settled down and are hopeful of accomplishing 
something to clear up the mess left by a succession of incompetent and mostly 
dishonest foreigners, chiefly Italians and Germans, who have been responsible for 
inaugurating several schemes all of which have so far proved complete failures. 
‘The Afghans are also looking to America for assistance in civil aviation and 
their Minister in Washington was appointed as their representative to the recent 
conference in Chicago. Nothing has apparently come out of these discnssions, 
though the Afghans at one time expressed themselves as willing to allow an 
American Air Service to function over Afghanistan, 

9. T have already mentioned the Prime Minister's proposal to break off 
diplomatic relations with the Axis Powers. He still suspects the Axis Legations 
‘of improper intrigues and has done his best to keep a close watch on their 
activities. Of the two legations the Jay is by far the more active. Sichida, 
the Japanese Minister, paid a visit to Moscow during the year, no doubt to receive 
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‘The Afghans, though 
able to discover that 1 


Afy 
the score of improper activities on tho 
indeed, the Germans appear to have for the most 
in thie country to the Japanese. In September the Afghan Government decided 
to withdraw their Minister from Vichy France and later in the year officially 
recognised the Government of General de Gaulle. The reappointment as Minister 
in Paris of Shah Wali Khan, who was formerly accredited to the Governments 
of both France and Switzerland and who is now in the latter country, is expected 
thortly. ‘The Afghan Government have also recognised the independence of Syria 
and Lebanon and have concluded a treaty of friendship with C which will 
involve the opening of a Chinese Legation in Kabul. ‘There have been changes 
among the heads of diplomatic missions in Kabul during the year. Signor 
Quaroni, the Italian Minister, left in May on appointment as Ambassador in 
ne M, Fouad Bey, the Egyptian Minister, on transfer to Ankara in 
‘Tho departure of the latter was as 


orders of transfer 

10. ‘The economic life of the countey continues much as before. "The working 
of the State monopolies leaves much to be desired and a more liberal policy more 
honertly pursued would greatly increase ite prosperity, But Afghanistan has one 
pricoloxs advantage over such countries ax Persia in the person of her Prime 
Miniater. Sufficiently well off himeelf and a bachelor with no family to provide 
for, he tas oo desire further to enrich himself at the expense of the coantry, and, 
tana corollary, is not prepared to allow unlimited licence to others to do +0. ‘There 
is always the risk that corrupt officials may be found out and ruthlessly punished 
with the result that in spite of much dishonesty and great inefficiency the 
Government in general. is able to insist on. its policy being carried out, Price 
control is therefore tolerably effective and, though the black market flourishes, 
thread at Joaat is cheap and plentiful, In November an important pronouncement 
was mado placing a han on the cultivation of opium. This war 1n deference to 
American representations and if enforced will apparently involve the country 
in the loss of some 34 million Afghanis annually. The conteact for the supply 
of 10,000 tous of Afghan. wool for Russia, negotiated by the U.K.C.C. in 1943, 
has proceeded on the whole satisfactorily and had been practically completed 
by ‘the ‘ond of the year. The Afghan Government have also done their best 
with the limited sneans at their disposal to improve their road communications 
‘Work continues on the vew Kabal-Peshawar ond which in to follow the course 
of the Kabul river the whole way to Jalalabad, and the lower half of which 
hhas recently been opened to trafic, They also allowed Mr. Flannery, the American 
representative of General Motors, to make a tour of the country with a view to 
recommending improvennents in the coantry's transport rysten. He has, as a 
rosult, suggested the building of a special Chevrolet lorry suited to Afghan 
conditions. Meanwhile the supply of 200 lorries by the Government of India 
(to be replaced by a similar number ordered for Afghanistan from America) has 
been of material assistance in easing their most pressing transport problems 
On the whole the Afghan Government may congratulate themselves on having 
successfully weathered « difficult year and may reasonably look forward to a 
reat increase in prosperity once war-time restrictions are removed 
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Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Receieed 26th January.) 
No. 15) 
ir, Bagdad, 9th January, W9A5. 
__| HAVE the honour to transmit to you lierewith, in accordance with stand. 
ing instructions, a review of the major political and economic events in Iraq 
during 144 
2 Tam indebted to Mr. P, F. Hancock, werond seéretary to this embassy, for 
the preparation of this report, the concluding section of which (paragraphs $3-87, 
inclusive), however, I wrote myself. 
8, Van sending copie of this despatch to the Minister Resident, Cairo, and 
to the Government of India. 
Thave, &e, 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


Enclosure in No, 2 


Political Review, 1944, 
Introductory. 


count 
tenan 


rising: prices 
a ineffective, and the dismissal of Colonel Bayliss, the 
was followed by a period of economic decontrol 
olities, Nuri Pasha's Cabinet was replaced in 
tion of similar type under Hadi Pachachi, Apart f 
internal order was 
peril troop and the Traqi, population were 
unruffied. In the sphere of foreign affairs, the problems of Palestine and the 
Levant States were closely followed with increasing indignation against. the 
Zionists and the French, 

3. ‘The excellent Anglo-Iraqi relations which subsisted throughout the year 
have again proved the value of His Majesty's Government's policy towards this 
country. While indications are not lacking of difficulties ahead, it is appreciated 
ty the majority of thinking Tragis that their country fs too weak to stand alone in 
the world of our times, that Iraq therefore needs the help and. protection of a 
friendly Great Power, aud i is hoped that that Power will continue to be Great 

rita. 


Internal Politics. 

4. For the first six months of the year Iraqi politica were concerned mainly 
with the question whether or not Nori Pasha Ea ine ee oes 
administration of the country. He had been Prime Minister continuously from 
October 1941, but he had beet obliged to reorganise his Cabinet no less than nine 
times, Having used and discarded twenty-four different colleagues, he seemed to 
be coming to the end of possible combinations. His last team, formed in December 
1943, was in many respects a good one, but it was strangely unpopular and never 
enjoyed the Regent's confidence. His Royal Highness particularly disliked the 
inclusion of Taufiq Suwaidi, Umar Nadhmi and Ali Mumtaz, whom he regarded 
as disloyal to himself. Iu Parliament the personal opponents of the Prime Minister 
and of his colleagues soon realised how the land lay, and, encouraged by Tahsin 
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Ali, the chamberlain at the Palace, set out to make trouble. The Government's 
request for an adjournment was refused and the Opposition Deputies, abetted 
by a sympathetic President, were able to sustain their attacks with such persistence 
that in the end they wore down the strength of the Ministers and forced them to 
resign. ‘The first manasuyre of the Opposition was to call in question the legality 
of the appointment of Taufiq Suwaidi to be Deputy Prime Minister, a post 
specially instituted for him by Nuri Pasha. Having brought about Taufiq 
Sawaidi’s resignation by compelling the Government to refer to the High Court 
for a ruling, they were encouraged to seek to open up a more general engagement 
on every occa Ministers became disheartened and maintained that it was 
unfair of the Regent to put them into office and then to encourage their enemies 
by allowing it to be known that they did not enjoy his favour. His Majesty's 
Ambassador repeatedly. warned His Royal Highness that the uncertain situation 
in which he placed the Cabinet was harmful to the Administration and advised 
him that he should make up his mind either to give them a reasonable trial or to 
place them by others if he were sure that hetter men could be found. ‘Through. 
at the spring months His Royal Highness vacillated between these two courses, 
while the Cabinet's critics, both in the Senate and the Chamber, continued to 
confidence and to increase the weight of their attacks. ‘The climax was reached 
during the last days of the debate on the budget. ‘The Opposition Deputies passed 
from criticiwm to abuse and an uproar ensued, which obliged the President to 
suspend the meeting: Nuri Pasha tendered his resignation, explaining that it 
was impossible for him to eontinae in office without the full and vowed support 
the Regent. His Royal Highvess thereupon called Hamdi Pachachi, rich 
landowner of Indifferent health, to form a Governn ‘The invitation was 
accepted, but as the new Prime Minister was too unwell to collect colleagues, the 
Palnee had to do it for him. ‘The Cabinet which took office a fortnight Inter was 
everywhere known to be the Regent's handiwork, ‘The principal posta were filled 
by Mustafa al Umari (Minister of the Interior), Arshad al Omari (Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Acti i Minisver of Supply), Salih Jabs (Minister of Finance), 
‘Tahsin Ali (Minister of Defence). Hamdi Pachachi offered portfolios to Nuri 
Pasha and Tbeakim bat both refused. Nari was genuinely in need of rest 
and recuperation, and Ibrahim Kemal wanted nothing loss than the premiershi 
5, Tn a statement made in the Chamber shortly aftor the formation of his 
Gov Hamdi Pachachi regretted that, owing to his indisposition, no full 
for hin Administration had been prepared. ‘The Cabinet would, how 
er, give their principal attention to three practical tasks, namely (a) to improve 
the organisation and work of the Supplies Departraent; (b) t take all mereures 
to establish “normal security and order ” throughout the country: (¢) to improve 
aflcioncy and probity of Government ofcials, ‘This statement made no reference 
to the Kurdish problem, but in a subsequent statement Hatdi Pachachi said that 
it was the intention of his Government to carry on the Kurdiah policy of their 
Predecessors and to implement an extensive programme of development in the 
north 
6 The extreme heat of midsummer, inducing ax it invariably does frayed 
nerves and quickened Bore sually produces a crisis and in 1944 this 
supervened in August, whea the Minister of Defence violently disagreed with 
his colleagues over General Renton's scheme of army reform. After a reshuffle 
of short duration, Hamdi Pachachi resigned and roformed his Cabinet. Apart 
from the dropping of Tashin Ali and a change-over in certain portfolios, the 
composition of the new Cabinet did not differ from that of the old. The Ministry 
‘of Supply, which for some months was held by more than one Minister in an acting 
eapacity, was eventually filled by the promotion of its Director-General, no better 
known politician being prepared to accept this invidious post or to associate hit 
If with a Cabinet whose future by the close of the year bad become. very 
Uncertain. "Further changes took place in December at the Ministries of Sorel 
Affairs and Defence, the latter being awarded to the previous Chief of the General 
Staff. The parliamentary seene remains quiet, with the odds shortening at the 
time of writing on Nuri Pasha as the next Prime Minister, 


7. Outside Parliament and the family citcle of the Traqi oligarchy there was 
8 notable resurgence of politieal activity and discussion, This teodency was 
‘ 


exemplified in the press. “At the beginning of the year five Arabic daily news, 
Papers were published in Bagdad. There are now eleven. Part of the pros ie of 
course, engaged in supporting the Government. ‘The Opposition, whether in the 
[press or out of itis, thanks to a gradual lifting of the censorship, throwing off the 
restraint of the last three years. Tu niany cases the old xenophobia and ies 

sible nationalism are apparent just below the surface, espectally in attacks upon 





the * imperialism’"" of other Powers. But the general tone of the Opposition has 
not been by any, means unconstructive. In the sphere of internal politics it has 
demanded an effective tackling of the supply problem, the purging of public lif 
decentralisation and. the formation of political parties. As for the. first two 
demands, no one could pretend that they were not justifiable. An important step 
towards decentralisation will have been made if the Government suceceds in its 
declared intention of placing on the statute book a revised Liwa administration 
law. The formation of political parties is unlikely to make rapid progress in a 
‘country where personalities count for more than principles, and where the mass of 
the: population are politically wmeducated." Communism ” has undoubtedly 
increased during the year under review and ‘Communist " leaflets have been 
distributed on a wide scale. But these terms in Traq, imply no more tha an 
academic and impracticable sense of frustration with things as they are, 

8. Mention has already been made of the Inck of cxnfidence shown by the 
Regent in Nuri Pasha's administration. While His Royal Highness's behaviour 
in this matter seemed at the time somewhat shortsighted, it must be allowed that 
he is on the whole a steadying and satisfactory influence in Iraqi politics and 
that his pro-British sympathies are above question, He is usually amenable to 
advice and determined todo his duty, That he is seriously alive to: many of the 
problems facing his country is shown by a long memorandum, which he drew 
up early in the vear setting forth the lines on which he would wish the Govern 
ment to work. This was by no means a contemptible document and. indicated an 
advance in His Royal Highvess's political capacity. It is not in bia nature to 
inspire popular enthusiasm, and unfortunately over Kurdistan he hax been 
stubborn in his reluctance to give Cabinet, Parliament and teoplo any noteworthy 
lead towards the early implementation of a constructive policy. Neverthelows, 
Uronghoat the year, he has been untiring in public appearances and military 
inspections all over the country. 

9. The Regent's interest in the Iraqi army has been timely Under a schome 
prepared by General Renton, the new head of the British Military Mission, tho 
army’s strength is being reduced from four to two divisions and one Leaining 
division. This plan could hardly be expected to commend itself to all Ministers 
especially as it involved the rotirement of many: old friends among the senior 
othcers. But, except for Tahsin Alt, they accepted it under the impetus of lat 
year's military failures in Kurdistan. The reorganisation should improve the 

rrale of the remaining officers, whose prospects of promotion are now better. 
Vigorous training is now in progress. General Renton is putting through overdue 
forms which will result in better feeding and clothing of the army and a lower 
lence of disease, The Iraqi Air Force now takes to the air moro frequently 
than before. Tis proper rile having been defined as that of army co-operation, 
His Majesty's Government are selling it 30 Anson aircraft. ‘They are to be 
delivered in February, 194% 

10. Tn tho past, the Tragi army has been the centre of political danger and 
anti-British feeling.” The work of General Bromilow in winning the confidence 
of the younger officers is now bearing fruit, The reorganisation of the Mission 
by Gerieral Renton, and the introduction of young Britixh officors who have secn 
war service, have had an excellent effect. Some disaffection still exist. but, 
happily, with less force. ‘The principal use of the Army should, of course, be 
maintain order in Iraq. This is now generally appreciated. The reorganisation 
and training now on are popularly interpreted as preparation for a spring 
‘campaign in Kurdista 


Kurdistan 

1. Both Nuri Pasha's Cabinet and their successors found themselves much 
‘ovoupied with Kurdish affairs. In January peace was made with Mulla Mustafa, 
the Barzani insurgent, largely through the exertions of Majid Mustafa, a Minister 
without portfolio charged with advising on Kurdish policy. It was an uneasy 
settlement and there were several occasions during the following months when 
a further outbreak of fighting seemed likely. 

12. The Barzan troubles had, however, awakened the Government Lo # sense 
of the need for conciliatory action and they began to consider reorganisinyg the 
administration of the Northern districts. Early in the year the Prime Minister 

id Mustafa to tour the chief Kurdish centres, to remove some of the 

ls and to hasten the distribution of the cheap grain which had been 

made available for those villages where the crops had failed. A new and efficient 
mutasarrif, General Baha-ud-Din Nuri, was appointed to Sulaimani and plans 
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were considered for accelerated expenditure on the public services to bring them 
nearer to the standards established elsewhere in the country. This wise policy 
was persistently attacked by the Goverument's critics in Parliament, particularly 
in the Senate. The Ministers concerned, still finding themselves without support 
from the Palace, had not the heart to go steadily ahead. The Kurdish tribes soon 
sensed that something had gone wrong and significant rumblings of discontent 
were again heard from the north. His Majesty's Ambassador warned both Nuri 
Pasha and the Regent that they would soon he faced by an exceedingly grave and 
difficult situation unless they did something effective to redress legitimate Kurdish 
grievances. Nuri Pasha thereafter twice visited the north and during his second 
tour in May spoke reassuringly to large gatherings of officials, tribal leaders and 
notables and obtained from the mutasarrife detailed memoranda on the adminis- 
trative improvements, roads, schools, clinies and other works which were needed 
in their liwas. His Excellency's tours were rather too hurried. Many of those 
to whom he spoke said openly that they had heard fair promises before bat had 
waited long in vain for their fulfilment. Nevertheless, his visits did something 
to improve the temper ofthe people." Uuhappily, soon after his return to Bagdad, 
his Cabinet fell and much of the good impression he had made was eflaced. 

13, When Hamdi Pachachi took off Majesty's Ambassador renewed 
private pressure on the Regent and his Ministers to adopt a sympathetic policy 
towards the Kurds and to take up the work of pacification and social and adminis: 
trative development in the northern liwas from tho point at-which it had been 
loft by the last Cabinet. Progress was, however, slow and the replacement of 
General Baha-ud-Din in August by @ mutasarvif of the normal type caused an 
unfavourable impression, Meanwhile the Barzanis had established and cemented 
by marriage an alliance with their neighbours the Zibaris, Their control over 
the north-eastern confines of Iraq wax thus complete, The state of the Traqi army 
precluded for the time heing the possibility of a siceessfal punitive expedition 

he Government were therefore dispowed to be patient and sent Colonel Tauliq 
Wabbi, the Kurdish Minister of Economies, in September, to tour the north 
explaining the central administeation’s good intentions. But hardly had the 
Minister returned to Bagdad, when Malla Mustafa, backed by armed retainers. 
demanded the surrender of 100 tons of grain from a local Government head: 


quarters ‘There was nothing fori bot to release the grain, In December further 


symptoms of unreat showed themsolves, of which details need not be recorded 
hore Mulla Mustafa's demands of the Central Government we 
inolude the fulllment of the promises made by Nuri Pasha's adm 
reloane of various Kurdish prisoners, the appointment of a Kurdish commissioner 
with wide powors in Bagdad and an “*ageicultural loan” of 1D.144,000 to 
himself. Some of tho Ministers pressed for military operations but it was finally 
and wisely, decided to make certain precautionary troop dispositions only Mulla 
now retired to Barzan, In the meantime, grain and cloth have been 
istributed in most of the Kurdish areax 

14 This crisis and the preceding crisie—there have been quite a number of 
alarms—demonstrate the unsatisfactory and unstable situation which obtains in 
Kurdistan, Mulla Mustafa is a bandit, He is intorested, not in the political 
or ecouomic welfare of his people, but only in the maintenance of his feudal state 
If he continues to make trouble, there would be no justifiontion for dissunding 
the Tragi Government from military action against him, provided that the opera 
tions are undertaken in accordance with the approval of the British Milita 
Mission. It has been impressed upon the Iraqi Government that the Ambassador 
and General Officer Commanding-in-Chief expect, and are entitled, to be consulted 
boforehand in such an event h consultation is esential as a precaution 
against a situation arising in which the use of British forces would be sought 
to rescue theit Iraqi allies from difficulties. His Majesty's Ambassador. has 
indeed, pointed ont to the Iraqi authorities on numerous occasions that. the 
Inttor can expect neither British assistance nor « solution of their Kurdish diff 
culties so long as they delay the implementation of their promises of relief and 
administrative reform. Nevertheless, it must be appreciated that in the event 
af serious trouble in Kurdistan, it would almost certainly be necessary to depley 
British troops defensively for the protection of our interests, " 


Security, 

15. Political security remained good throughout the year. In March the 
case files of men interned at Amara were reviewed and twenty-nive were released. 
During’ the rest of the year 23 further internees were released from Amara 
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Some 190 persons remain in the internment camp and it. is to be anticipated 
that more will be released as time goes on, since the majority have already been 
detained for three years or more. “Many of these men are, of course. hostile to 
the Allied eause. In general it is His Majesty's Ambassador's object to see 
that the more dangerous of them remain interned as long as possible. It is 
desirable that such releases as do take place should be made gradually and in 
fall groups so that those who are enlarged may be kept under police wipervision; 
and to avoid the creation of a bloc of political  martyrs,”” which would certainly 
be exploited to our detriment once the war is over. This policy is, in fact, being 
satisfactorly carried out by the Iraq Government 

16. In April, 19 Tragis who fled to Persia in 1941 and were there arrested 
by British troops and sent to Southern Rhodesia for internment, were returned 
to Iraq, and taken into custody on various charges. Those accused of treason 
were tried and one (Kamil Shabib, a member of the notorious '" Golden Square”) 
was banged. Eight of these internees were subsequently released. 

17, "Four Iraqis were dropped from a German aircraft on the 28th November 
west of Mosul. Two of these men remain at large 


Arab Affairs 

18, At the beginning of the year Nuri Pasha was still pursuing the promo: 
tion of Arab Unity. He visited Beirut and Damascus on his return from medical 
treatment in Palestine, and informed His Majesty's Ambassador that he had 
agreed in principle with the Prime Minister that, whatever the other 
Arab countries might do, Iraq and Syria should establish a close understanding 
including a common policy for defence and foreign affairs. No such agreement 
has in fact been concluded: Nori Pasha muat have over-estinited the extent to 
which the Syrians were prepared to go forward with him. In, February the 
Tragi Government advanced their charge W'affaires in Syria and the Lebanon 
16 the rank of Micistor and a fow weeks later « Syriag’ delyation, including 
Jamil Beg Mardam, stayed for a few days in Bagdad on their way’ to discuss 
Arab unity with King Ibn Sand at Riyadh. They were cordially entertained 
and appropriately decorated. At the beginning of April a Lebancee delegation 
headed by the Prime Minister pamed trough Traq ta « aupller mission” The 
planning of practical Arab co-operation was, however, left to. the congress 
which, at that time, it was expected that the Egyptian Prime Minister would 
summon daring the summer. 

19, Meanwhile, there was the Palestine question. Tn February Nuri Pasha 
received from Washington news of Senator Wagner's resolution in Congress 
demanding that the United States Government should use their good offices to 
assist the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine. At his Excellency's instance, 
the Iraqi Presidents of the Senate and the Chamber sent telegrams of protest to 
the Foreign Aflairs Committee of the United States Senate and to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. After an initial period of restraint, the press 
took up the theme in tones of moderated indignation, The Government refused 
applications made for permission to hold pablic demonstrations, The resolutions 
ofthe United States Republican and Democratic parties regarding Palestine 
came as a further blow. Displeasure was expressed in the newspapers, but no 
campaign was worked up. For this the Minister for Foreign Aflairs was probabl 
responsible. Unlike Hamdi Pachachi, who was now Prime Minister, Arshad-al. 
Umari is not at heart a keen pan-Arabist. His advice at this stage was that the 
Arabs should go gently until after the United States presidential elections; they 
should then try to make their case more widely known both in the United States 
and the United Kingdom, 

20, ‘The preliminary conference on Arab Unity met at Alexandria in 
September. Its results were felt in this country to be unexpectedly practical, 
but it is doubtful whether their potential importance has yet. been realised, 
Naturally, this conference concentrated attention on the affairs of Palestine and 
Syria; nor was North Africa forgotten. About this time the press began to 
throw off its previous restraint, thus coming more into line with the press if 
Palestine and Egypt. Violent ‘comments appeared on Zionism, the Palesti 
problem and, in particular, the murder of Lord Moyne, Many of these effusion: 
which continue unabated, dealt sharply with the United States. Touching the 
United Kingdom, their general tone was one of friendship alloyed by nervousness 

21. Towards the end of the year Iraqi delegates attended the Arab Women’s 
Conference in Cairo, The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Nuri Said also 
visited that city for discussions preliminary to the Conference on Arab Unity. 
which, it was expected, would be held early in the New Year: * 
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22. The Traqi press and public are-united in their hatred of Zionism, and 
both are apprehensive about the form any eventual Palestine settlement may 
take. ‘The longer the settlement is delayed, the greater the restlessness that will 
be felt here. The Arabs are not a match for the Jews in money, organisation of 
influence, and they know it, Their realisation of these facts merely increases 
their bitterness. Nor have the Iraqi authorities failed to notice the extent or 
the violence of Zionist propaganda or, in particular, the licence of the Hebrew 
press in Palestine—a fact which makes them unreceptive to counsels of medera- 
tion. Zionism and the Palestine problem have not been the only subjects of 
indignation in the press or in discussion. French designs on Syria and the 
Lebanon were universally condemned. Iraq has close ties of sympathy and 
interest with these territories; they are not only a principal outlet for’ Iraqi 
trade and oil through the pipe-line, but also the resort of numerous well-to-do 
Bagdadis in the hot weather. ‘They are of more practical importance to Iraq 
even, perhaps, than Palestine, ‘Their future is therefore watched with care. It 
is very widely hoped in Iraq that the United Jom will be able to assist the 
Syrians to become independent of France. Latterly, however, some fears have 
been expressed that His Majesty's Government's policy in this matter may 
taken the wrong turning. 


Foreign Relations. 


28. War conditions continued to restrict Iraq's relations with other Powers. 
Nevertheless, direct. diplomatic relations were established with Chin 
slovakia and Russia, ‘Tho Ministers of the first two Po 
Relations with Russia were established on the Ith September after long 
searchings of heart on the part of the Iraqi Gi the leading 
which are nothing if y. The voted much notice and was 
Welcomed hy the prow. Tt is nnderstood that a M, Gregory. Titoviteh has been 
appointed as Soviet Mininter, and at the time of proparing this report the 
Russian Consul in Kermansbah ix in Bagdad searching for a legation house and 
other premises. It is anticipated that Soviet representation here will be on an 
impressive scale numerically 

May the Fronch Committee of National Liberation sent Colonel 
Spillman to Bagdad from Algiers to discuss the recognition of the committee by 
the Iraqi Government, ‘The ensuing talks were interrupted by the fall of Nuri 
Pasha's Government, Nut to take a decision, and, 


a United States mi 
Mr. Culbertson came to Bagdad to investigate the possibilities of Ameriean-Lraqi 
trade, ‘The United States authorities have shown interest in future supplies for 
the Traq State rail ould evidently like to see the procedure 
discontinued by which Iraqi Government Depariments order stores through the 
Crown agents, In addition, Tragi students and a representative panel of [raqi 
merchant 1 Amoricn. In general, United Stator interest in Tru 
ig, and with it United States propaganda. Iraq’s shortage of dollar 
exchange is » growing preoccupation 19 the ‘Rinericans, who find 18 it-a grave 

‘obstacle to the desired development of their exports to this country. 
the year developments in Greece, Belgium and Italy 
subject of some public odncern. and doubts were cast upon the wisdom of 


the policy which His Majesty's Government were pursuing to 
the poli jesty pursuing towards those 


Economics, 


27. During the period under review it is probably trae to it was 

economic developinents which chiefly occupied the minds of oon this 

country, As in 1043, British war expenditure, reduced imports and lack of local 
roduction combined to produce a condition of limited tut burdensome inflation 
he curreney in circulation amounted to some 1.0.6 million in 1941 

M4 the figure stood at I-D.40-3 million. While the rate of expans 

les rapid during 1044, the general cost of living has continned Yo rise, 

‘4s might be expected, espectal hardship to the urban population and the tec 
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of fixed incomes. The poorer Iraqis are hard put to it to clothe themselves, and, 
in view of the inordinite price of many common food-stufls, particularly meat, 
fruit and vegetables, their diet is ill-balanced and often inadequate. i 
3B. Acting on the pressing advice of His Majesty's Ambassador, the Iraqi 
Governineat had set up towards the end of 1943 administrative machinery to 
establish rationing and to control prices, and secured the services of Colonel 
Bayliss from the Middle East Supply Centre to operate it. This officer embarked 
‘on his difficult task with all energy and rationing of tea, coffee and sugar began 
on the Ist January, while that of cotton textiles and numerous other commodities 
followed. Supplies of tea, sugar and coffee were large enough to enable a fairly 
adequate ration to be distributed, but the available quantity of the cotton clot 
MaST for the clothing of the common people was sot sullicient 10 provide more 
than about 4 metres for each person for the year, except for those who could 
‘afford to buy in the black market. Administrative corruption and. the lack of 
experienced supply officials combined to impede the arrangements for distribution 
‘wilich, as a result of the haste and keenness of Colonel Bayliss and his staff at the 
Directorate Geueral of Imports, were not always simple or well conceived. 

29. On the Ist May Parliament passed a law creating a Ministry of Supply, 
thus giving effect to a scheme advocated by Colonel Bayliss for the concentration 
of the supply ongenizations hitherto dispersed among five different Departments 
of State. Colonel Bayliss's anxiety to centralize this organization and to control 
it himself was understandable but, in the event, unfortunate, In spite of 
warnings, he aroused serious opposition in Ministerial and British Advisory 
Circles and gave rise besides to many misunderstandings of ME.S,C. policies A 
Series of disagreements with the Acting Minister of Supply culminated in the 
Coloue's dismissal. His fall was hailed with delight ty all who hoped for 
personal enrichment at the public expense and was felt at the time as.a blow to 
British prestige in this country, as indeed it was. ts 

30. The dismiseal of Colonel Bayliss was followed by a relaxation of 
economic controls, The Government's policy, so far as ono could be discerned, 
tras now Lo keep the price of essential goods low and to intercept the profits 
on non-essentials, while maintaining the prices of such articles ata level 
safficiently high to discourage smuggling out of the country, Mr. Grice, the 
present Director-General of Imports, has pursued these restricted aims quietly 
nd with an understanding of the limitations which  pprimitive administrative 
‘system imposes. “Meanwhile, there has been no reduction in the cost of living 
NX further distribution of cotton cloth (2 metres per person) is expected to take 


place shorty 

31. While Traq is principally dependent on imports for her requirements 
of manufactured goods, she has a substantial surplus for export of certain primary 
products, Since 1041 it has been repeatedly made clear to the Iraq Government 
{hat the main contribution of their country to the war effort is the production 
of cereals, especially barley, The Iraqi Minister of Finauce opened this year's 
barley negotiations with an offer of over ID.18 a ton at collecting centres.” This 

‘was altogether too high. In the course of some three mouths’ disoussions the 
Fraqi authorities were brought to a more realistic frame of mind, the price being 
finally fixed at TD.19/500 f.0b, Basra cleaned and bagged, and at 1D.15/000 and 
1D.14/500 for barley not exceeding 10 per cent. dirt on sief at Basra and Bagdad 
respectively. ‘The quantity to be purchased was 200,000 tons, Though this price 
was very considerably lower than that paid in 1043, it was nevertheless above the 
world level but less than the price prevalent in other Middle Eastern areas. If 
the maintenance of Iraq's economy 1s a political desideratam, then His Majesty's 
Government were in paying a special price for the Traqi barley surplus, 
for which there would have been no other outlet. 

32. Tn the field of finance, mention should be made of the Bill passed by 
the Traqi Parliament on the 28th May providing for two loans, one a short-term 
Joan for 1D.1 million at 3 per cent,, the other a long-term lottery loan at 4 per cent. 
‘The Iraqi Government sent strong delegations to the Middle East, Financial 
Conference in April and to the International Monetary Conference held in the 
United States in July. In December representatives of the Treasury and Board 
of Trade after some weeks of successful negotiations in Egypt, allotted five and 
eight days respectively to Bagdad in an endeavour to petsuade the Iraqi Minister 
fof Finance to agree to a new system of allocating dollar and other 

exchange for Iraqis essential needs in 1945, These hurried discussions 
ly led to no result and at the close of the year no progress had been 
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Conclusion, 


83. The year 1944 saw the continuance of the good relations which subsi 
between Great Britain and Iraq, and it is probable that amongst Traquis as a 
Whole & more genuine desire exists than at any time in the past to strengthen the 
bonds of friendship and co-operation between the two nations. 

34. As the war begins to draw to its close, however, various questions which 
have been held in abeyance are coming before the public notice aud are causing 
Brave anxiety to those who are interested in the preservation of Anglo-lraqt 
relations. Foremost amongst such questions are the problems of Palestine andl 
the Levant States. It was events in Palestine which prodaced and accelerated 
the deplorable deterioration of (Auglo-Traqi relations im the years 1085 to 1941 
1 is equally true now that good relations between Great Britain and Iraq could 
ot survive a settlement which gave the Jews a dominating position. Todead, any 
settlement which did not safeguard what the Arabs believed to be their ighte 
in Palestine andl the Levant States would profoundly affect relations between fraq 
and hor ally. "It seems inevitable that the Arab Unity talks in, Egypt, even thouglt 
they do not result in a formally constituted Confederation, will lead at least to 
fuimie agreed scheme among the Arab States to oppose any unacceptable policy 
Which may be adopted by foreign Powers. It must, unfortunately, be expected 
that Traq will take s prominent part in any such plan and that her oppesition 
which im the past has been instinetive and badly organized will in the future 
‘assume a more formidable character. 

35, If, however, the end of the wat sees a settlement of these questions 
Which is not unfavourable to the Arabs, the chief political stumbling block. in 

Il have been removed, and provided that we treat the 


not cont 
a mist 
wuddonness. 

‘36, The Iraqis are, at the moment, in the pleasant position of being wooed 
by the Americans, and it is probable that in the near future they will fe wade 
auch of by the Russians as soon ae the Soviet Minister takes up his abode ia 
Bagdad, “They feel nowadays that they have a delinite position in. the tres 
national scheme and that they are no longer dependent on is ax they wore in the 
fast, They keep a careful watch on how we act towards their neighbours, wind 
{hey ae quick to notice and resent any more favourable treatment that we may 
sive to others, 

37; Iu, these circumstances, it obviously tehoves us to take nothing for 
ranted. We must be zealous in preserving the predomina political position 
which we have gained, and in so acting we must realize that the Iraqis have 
grown up und must be treated ax adults, We ke advantage of the 
undoubted opportunities which exist for British business enterprise, bearing 
always ia’ mind that otber nations are There are some major 
contacts which i le. larger supply of 
manufactured ige for its valuable primary products 

us politically. Tt is worth while taking 

fields it should be treated as favourahiy 

Prompt provision of first-rate British officials foy 

lance tn schemes of public health and an extension 
ritinh Council will also be of value. G 


is always 
dramatic 


ntenance of our imperial 
we atrengtbening of the Ay 


, prospects are 
nglo-Traqi connexion. 
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2. Throughout the period under review the Cabinet of Hamdi al Pachachi 
has remained in office in spite of repeated rumours that it was about to fall, 
‘The belief that it could not last much longer was nhared ty several of its members 
and the criticism to which it has been subjected in the Chamber of Depaties and 
in the local press certainly lent colour to the rumours, Nevertheless, 
more stable than it did two months ago. It is generally understood that th 
resent Cabinet will remain in being at least until Nuri Pasha and Arshad al 
Gimard return from Egypt, On the Sith: Deconber ministerial changes were 
announced, consequent tipon the election of Mohammed Hassan Kubba as Presi 
dent of the Chamber, 


Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
be ture to E 
bofore his departare to mot Delece 
fre Regent and 
of not making 
fence in Arshad 


“nt on the 2nd December. ‘The Speech 
in the main the lines of former speeches and after 
referring to the great efforts of the Iragi_ Government further Arab Unity 
and to the continued good relations with His Majesty's Government and with 
other Powers, went on to catalogue the achievements of the Government and list 
ity aims for the future. The programme was not notably impressive, and wan 
widely criticised in the vernacular newspapers. In ee the absence of 
‘any mention of the formation of political parties, or of tho freedom of the press, 
two nubjeots which have been well to the fore in public comment recently, has 
caused widespread dissatisfaction. In fact, as T have already roported, the press 
is now being allowed far greater latitude than formerly + though it is still subject 
to stricter control than the newspapers of neighbouring countries, 

4. In opening the debate on the reply to the Address from the Throne on 
the Slat December, Hamdi al Pachachi considered it necessary to-make a long 

ch to the Chamber defending his administration, and amplifying its foreign 
policy. He said that Iraq had played « leading part in the Alexandria Con- 
ference. had done everything passihle to hasten its meeting, and had besides 
insisted that something concrete must result from it, He claimed that Traq was 
largely responsible for the Alexandria Protocol ul the idea of the Arab League: 
In the second place, he said that Iraq had exerted every effort to persuade the 
Governments of the United States, Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan to recognise 
the independence of Syria and the Lebanon, and he gave the impression that their 
eventual recognition of that independence was partially, at least, the result of 
Iraqi efforts. The third plan in Iraq's foreign policy, said the Prime Minister, 
was support for the Arabs of Palestine, Concrete proposals had been put forward 
for this purpose. The opening of Propaganda. Bureaux in. London and 
Washington bad been urged and the Iraqi Council of Ministers had just proved 
the spending of a sum of 10.000 dinara as Traq's contribution to these hyreanx 
during the current financial year, to be followed by another 11).20.000 during the 
coming one. Propaganda, lie declared, was most necessary for the Arab cause, 
and he alleged that Zionism was a graver menace than Hitler. The Tragi 
Geveroment had also strongly urged all the Arab Governments to support the 
“ National Fund " started in Palestine to buy up land there which would other- 
bested sold to the Jews. There seems to be some prospect that Traq will subscribe 
to this activity also. 

AAs regards domestic affairs, Hamdi al Pachachi explained that the slow- 
ness of the progress in public works, particularly irrigation projects. was largely 
due to the lack of experts, and indeed I fear this is only too trae. Not only for 
technical spheres, but for such things as medicine and sapplice great difficulty 
hhas been encountered in responding to Iraqi requests for British officials. It is 
most desirable that really capable Britons 4 be found in the future to make 
good the present shortage, and to fill future vacancies, 

6. Ommunism '* has been a topic of conversation ever since the announce- 
ment that diplomatic relations had been established with the Soviet, Unien acl 
that a Russian Minister was to be expected here shortly: but the advent of tho 
Russian Consul from Kermanshah just before Christmas to acquire actual and 
ImPOSINE Premises for a legation has greatly increased the flood of speculation 
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and gossip. The wealthy’ classes are, of course, particularly apprehensive) and 
‘even go so far as erroneously to ascribe the Kurdish troubles > asst ‘inspira- 
tion. “Ou the occasion of ‘* "Id al Fitr religious holiday, professedly Communist 
leaflets were distributed in the streets of Bagdad calling for interual reform, 
food and clothing for the people and the revival of political life. This manifesto 
was naturally ascribed to Kamil Chadirehi and his Fabian friend: who are 
generally labelled as" Communists,” Whoever may have been responsible. there 
is no doubt that many educated young Iraqis are impatient with the selfish 
maladministration of the “‘old gang.’” though the former seem to be almost 
‘equally lacking in constructive ideas or the courage to realise them. The disens- 
sion in England of plans for social reorganisation have undoubtedly inspired 
a fooling that the time has come for some measure of social advance in Traq. It 
might be-expected that the ruling class, if only out of fear, would iteclf wader 
take measures of reform, and T'and my sta ose ho opporiantty of inp 
this on those who anxiously net ana the word “* communism.’” That reform must 
come ix clear, but that it should have to be the Communists, who profess to be 
pired by Russia and by Marxist doctrines, who shou id lead the lic demand, 
is a pity. Bat 1 doubt whother the Pashas can ever be persuaded to abandon 
their present attitade, and I understand that Mostafa} 
or of Interior, ix contemplating the formal 
ism and defend vested interests.” Political p 
wise, are the subject of much talk at the moment, and we shall. T think, see 
their re: emergence in the not distant future. 

Chavo already reported in detail, Kurdish affairs have occupied much 
overnment’s time, and also much of mine There was a violent flutter 
idle of Decomber, when Mulla Mustafa set out on a flag-march towards 

Amadia and Zakho with what was first said to be 250 armed men, though 1 

figure was later reduced 10 89. “When asked what he was doing he said ¢ have 
replied curtly : *' Trniaing.’” and this did not help to make Ministers feel mene 
comfortable, Their immediate renction in fact hns been to support more actively 
the reorganisation of the army by General Renton in readiness for a possible 
campaign against Malla Mustafa in the spring.” Indeed. people like Sally tebe 
and Mustafa al Umari are * spoiling for a fight.” The Nia ila's behaviour has 


certainly been overboaring and tyran and it is « pity that the Government, 


by the slow development of their policy and administrative inertia, have allowed 
brigand to assumo something of the importance of a national figure, His imme 
diate neighbours and many of hix humble countrymen who sufler from. hie 
exactions and depredations, regard him in no such light 
5. Meanwhile, the Government have taken action, however ing and 
wulequate. | From the 20th November to the 26th November the Minicen of 
Hetion had toured the northern liwax and cate back with certain conerees 
proposals. Hamdiv al Pachachi displayed a most commendable spirit of 
‘onciintion, and eventually forced throagh the Council of Ministers wn order 
transferring the Nahiyas of Barzan and Mazuri Bala dha of Zibar (in 
(te Aouul Liwa) to the Liwa of Erbil, where there is an energetic and aympathetic 
Kurdish Mutessarif, Said Qazenz, 1 have considerable ho iat this actio 
May go far to restoro the situation in Barzan to normal. Efforts are already 
bring made. to tranaport. the 800 tons of free harley destined for the area, which 
lying at Agra for four months; and the mutessarif ix imself preparing 
wit Barzan, a thing which the Mutessarif of Mosal would not dream of doing 
9, An the debate on the reply to the Address, the state of Kurdistan cae 
under discussion, and Majid Mustafa and another Kurdish Deputy from Ethil 
toad @ favourable impression by their exposition of the simple nature of Kurdish 
srievances and the abwence of any separatist ambitions 
w rest of Kurdistan has heen quiet, the inflated price bei fo! 
taba by the Government contributing whe in thie. eins Paid for 
Ai The tribal situation remains tranquil, ‘There have been the usnal ae 
skirmishes over Iand or more trivial causes bit these are politically anne ite 
{am glad to say that the Political Advisory staff have as ustal played a diecrect 
but ef tines part in setting these disputes. s 
2 tains have been exceptionally plentiful in the last two 
crop prospects are good. “Reporte indicate that the proportion of beens sd 
this vear as against wheat may be higher owing to the trek ‘of enongh wheat seed, 
In the absence of unforeseen disease or other natural developments, growers will 
certainly be faced with a very large surplus, for which it will be harder then ever 
{o find « foreign marketeven at a price more in conformity with world prices thon 
‘hey’ have grown accustomed to expect. Meanwhile United Kingdom Commercial 
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Corporation purchases under Jast year's agreement are 30 far proceeding smoothly 
and rapidly 

13. The supply situation remains difficult, thongh there has been a slight 
improvement, particularly in the distribution of rationed commodities, . The 
distribution of “* kham,”” a course cotton cloth, has been notably more equitable 
than before. The efforts of Mr. C. R. Grice, the director-general of local products 
and acting director-general of imports, together with the activities of 
Mr. R. Corderoy who has toured most of the country, personally supervising the 
distribution of cloth, should be mentioned in this connexion. few days before 
the close of the year the Iraqi Government were officially informed by Identic 
British and American note, that on tbe at January, 1945, Middle Rast Suppl 

tre control over a large category of imports would he relaxed. While thi 
announcement at first caused much satisfaction, the range of commodities still to 
bo ‘* screened "” in Cairo and, for various reasons, still in short 
found to be so extensive that it has come to be regarded as not meantn 

14 In December Mr. Davidson, representing the Lords Commissioners of 

His Majesty's Treasury, and Mr. Gilhert, of the Board of Trade, visited Bagdad 
briefly in the hope of agreeing with the Iraqi authorities on the allocation to this 
country during 1945 of United States dollars and other "' scarce” foreign 
exchange. From the beginning the Minister of Finance proved diffcnlt, 
seems clear that he resented Mr. Davidson's inability to spare more than five days 
for this capital after several weeks of successful negotiations in Cairo, thinking 
that an attempt was being made pede hin 
without his being afforded sufficient time to consider fully. 
Other difficulties, such as an incipient Cabinet crisis, also supervened, while there 
ik reason to suppowe that the influence of the American Minister, exerted through 
Ibrahim Kebir, the Iraqi accountant-general, againat any arrangements involving 
strict control of dollar exchange, was an additional complication, 

15, Briefly, and in round. figures, Mr. Davidson's proposals envisaged a 
“target of $13, million for Iraq's essential purchases. in 1949, of which 
$3 million would be contributed from the sterling dollar pool, the remainder being 
obtained from prosent. Tragi holdings of dollars and potential, receipts from 
exports to the United States, In retirn, Lraq would undertake to contribute all 
“scarce "currency receipts into the sterling pool, while at the same, tite &e 
imposing import control upon her trade with Turkey and Persia, such control 
being considered essential ast. the latter country. especially 
developing into a wide backdeo for doliar goods into this Kingdow. 

16. The request: for renewed control over imports from Persia proved th 
principal rock on which the discussions foundered, though there was also trouble 
over the Lragi desire to exempt from compulsory contribution to the sterling pool 
dollar exchange derived from "abn ‘non-commercial transactions,”* that in 
gifts and/or special dollar credits of ane sort or another. The Minister of 
Finance, Saleh Jabr, proved himeslf ‘extremely oletructive  throughott the 
conversations, while it has since been discovered that the American Ministor was 
strongly opposed to the Lragi Government limiting their freedom of action in the 
disposal of the ge. Mr. Henderson has indeed made it perfectiy 
plain, in a frank conversation with a member of my staff, that rigorous control 
over forvign exchange here could only, in his opinion, militate against any desite 
on the part of the Iraqis to increase exports to the United States, and would 
besides react upon their schemes for capital development and the extension of 
caltral relations with America, Ie feels I think probably with justice, that 
the solution lies in agreement between Washington and London. 

17. At the time of writing, the position that has arisen with 
is under examination by the interested authorities of His Majesty's Government, 
and Tam hopeful that in time some means of overcoming the present deadlock 
may be found. Were it to continue indefinitely, the repercussions on Anglo-Traqi 
relations could only be unfortunate. Meanwhile, pending further instructions 
from your department, I and the senior members of my staff immediately 
concerned are doing what we can to bring about a better understanding of the 
problem as a whole by responsible Iragis, and to this end our offer has been 
explained to Ibrahim Kemal, who headed the Iraqi delegation to Bretton Woods. 
His reaction was very satisfactory and T understand that within twenty-four 
hours of hearing the story of the recent abortive negotiations, he had alrea 
consulted the British Adviser to the Ministry of Finance, and the minister him 
self, From what T hear. the latter is continuing his studies of the problem, 
wehich are likely to be influenced by the exact provisins of the Anglo-Fayptian 
Agreement, the final text of which has only to-day reached Bagdad 
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18, At the beginning of November, Mr. John Smith, Director-General of 
Agriculture and Forests in the Sudan Government, arrived here at the invitation 
Of the Iraqi Government in the pei ‘Tawfiq Wahbi, the Kurdish Minister of 
Feonomics) to make a report on the forests of Kurdistan. Mr. Smith made a 
comprehensive tour of the whole area and will be submitting a report shortly. I 
understand that it will recommend that hefore anything elke is done land settle- 
ment of certain forest areas, to be created Forest Reserves, should be carried out 
hy a responsible official. Until this is done no forest ean possibly survive the 
attacks of man and goats, The next step would be the planting of the areas so 
settled as Government property and the passing of legislation to restrict 
absolutely all cutting of trees (except’ for the needs of remote villages) to the 
reserved areas. Cutting would, of course, be done on # definite plan in these 
areas and replanting would at once follow cutting. If some such programme were 
put into effect the forests of Kurdistan, as well as its soil, might be saved from 
extinetion and erosion. But it would, T think, require a number of British officials 
to carey it out effectively. 

In December Dr. Weight, an expert in animal products, toured the 
north of Iraq to make a survey of bilities of increasing livestock and its 
Allied products. ‘His report is awaited. 

20. On the 28th November four Arab parachotists were dropped from a 
Gorman aircraft in the neighbourhood of Tel Afar, west of Mosul. Two of them, 
Of no account, were arrested, but two are stil nt large. is Reeve that sabotage 
and propaganda in exploitation of the uneasy situation in Palestine were to 
their main activities 

21._On the 18th November Hama Rashid Khan, a Kurdish leader (of Traqi 
nationality) who had ruled the Baneh area of Persian Kordistan for some two 
years without any interference from the Persian Government, fled with many 
followers to Lraq before the advance of General Hooshmand Afshar's forces and 

rendered to the Iraqi authorities. He ts to live in révidence foreée at Kirkuk. 
The Persian Government are reported to be pleased with the results of the 
operations, Tam sorry to have to report, however, that the Jaf tribesmen who 
‘wore impritoned by the Persian General Afebar by a trick last aummer are still 
detained, and no restitution has been made for property confiseated in spite of 
protests by the Iraqi Government, reinforced by representations made at my 
request by Hix Majesty's Ambassador at Tehran, 

22, "An innovation this year was the official celebration on the 24th November 
of the Regent's birthday. There was a special broadeast from Radio Bagdad 
and the press published articles praising the wisdom of the Regent and express 
admiration for the Hashimite House in general, His Royal Highness held al 
which I and various members of my staff in fortunate possession of suitable 
clothing duly attended. 

24, The Armenian Catholic Patriarch, from Beirut, visited Bagdad on the 
rd November for the centenary celebrations of the Armenian Catholic Church 
in Iraq. His Eminence called on me at the embassy during his visit, 

24. Lam glad to report that the BB.C.’s Arabic broadcasts continue to 
exert considerable influence here, In two months ninety-eight letters were 
revived by the B.B.C. Arabic section from listenors in Arabic-speaking 
countries, and of these no less than twenty-eight came from Iraq, which represents 
nearly a third of the whole. Considering what a hold Berlin’s Arabic broadcasts 
tised! to have here, and the wide réclame acquired by the notorious Yunis Bahri, 

spontaneous interest in the B.B.C. seems to me to be an eloquent proof of the 
value of the London Arabie programme and the authority it now commands 

25. The Amir Talal, eldest son of the Amir of Transjordan, visited Bagdad 
in October and November and the usual dinners and receptions were given in his 
honour, He appeared to have a great liking for military life and duties, and 
spent. much time with the detachment of the Arab Legion which is stationed in 

lad, I have learnt from other sources that the detachment’s commanding 
officer is much pleased at the friendliness with which he has been treated by 
British officers here. 

26. At last a dean has been found for the Law College, Dr. Abdul Hakim 
1 Bifai from Egypt. 1 hope this will pot an end to the regrettable state of 
indisoipline in which the college has for #0 long been sunk. E03 

27, Daud al Haidari, the Iraqi Minister in London, returned, together with 
his two step-daughters, to ‘on the 6th November. He mtends to have 
‘along rest; but it is not yet known whether he will resume his post in London 
or not. His Excellency and the two girls are Joud in their admiration of the 
British people's, war effort, 
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‘been added. 

90. There have been two sets of [raqi-army mancuyres in the period, the 
first in the north, when the Regent. was present in camp for several days, and the 
other in the Muntafig area: and the Western Desert, General Renton appears 
to be satisfied with the efforts of the more junior officers and the men, but has 
been drastic in recommending the dismissal of inefficient commanders. ‘The new 
Chief of the General Staff, General Salil Saib, should prove an energetic director 
of the army's work 

1. Tam sending copies of thia despatch to tho Minister Resident, Middle 
Kast; to the Political Intelligence Centre, Middle East; and. to the Government 
‘of India; also to His Majesty's High Commissioner, Jerusalem, 

Thave, &0, 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS, 


(EB 1581/1190/G) No 4 


Sir. K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Received 4th March.) 
No. 164.) 
i legraphic) Bagilad, 4th March, 1945. 
IN my telegram No. 58 to Minister Resident I reported that the Regent made 
veiled reference to his possible resignation. I thought he was merely talking 
wildly, and when I delivered Mr. Churchill's message contained in telegram No. 15 
from Cairo he did not give me the impression that such an idea was still in his 
wr for Foreign Affairs informed me that the Regent had also 
im about resigning, but his Excellency did not take the matter seriously 
and asked me not to repeat the information . 
2. His Royal Highness then went to Mosul for a week and when I saw him 
yesterday on his return he appeared cheerful and normal. : 
 %. Last night, however, [entertained him at the embassy and on stepping 
into his car he handed me draft of letter which he said he was going to send to 
Iraqi Prime Minister to-day. In this document, which is colourless in tone, His 
try has passed, the 
, und concludes by 
yone in any 


for the 
He felt 
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take the step now. It was obvious that His Majesty's Government did not rate 
him highly of attach much importance to Iraq now that the war was nearly 
over, A number of Iraqis had recently said to him that the British always cast 
away their friends when they were of no more use: 

6. These last remarks annoyed me excessively, and I jumped heavily on Hix 
Royal Highness. After reminding him that I had explained: fully why he had ne 
reason to feel offended because he had not been invited to go to Cairo, I told him 
bluntly that he was ungrateful for all the friendship which had bee exteuded to 
him and that the generosity which was shown by His Majesty's Government 

ds the Tragis in 1041 was almost tmparaileled; in view of how they had 
His Royal Highness hastened to retract by saying he did not agree with 
the remarks which had been made to him. 

7." Returning to the main question, I told His Royal Highness: that he could 
not discard hie responsibilities. Existence of state of int | affairs which he 
had described should, if true, be incentive to him to put u right, not to run 
away, He must think of the conssquences of sich an lution, both to the country 
‘and to the young King, of whom I knew bs was very Tie remarked gloomily 
that be expected the king would bo dethroned in. ue cotiree "" with. gil these 
‘Communists about,"’ I reminded him, veriously, that the war was not yet over and 
that conditions of security in Iraq, whieh Was on our main line of eonmunication 
to the Fur Faut, wore of direct interest to His Majesty's Government. Ik was true 
that the country was quiet, but that was becuse there was a fir hand in oxntrol 
As'ho knew, there were many who wanted to relax the present discipline. ATi 
re«ponaible Lraqis, aud ie ourselves, looked to him to rule. His resignation would 
como aa a profoaid whock to the Tragia. It would be a erippling blow to the 
Mability of the State. It would inevitably be attributed to the British by all oar 
‘enemies and might well be the cause of serious disorders in the country. 1 did not 
believe Marliament or the country would allow him to go in any case, but be would 
wantoaly have destroyed everything that bas been laboriously built up during the 
Tnst four years. With these and other arguments I sought to deflect hin from his 
purpose and to realise his responaibilities, but. I could only succeed in making him 
promise to take no further action without seeing me first. Ie has made the same 
promise to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who had audience with him later ta 
the morning. 

8, His Excellency and T have not yet decided whether His Royal Highness 
in merely sufloring from inferiority complex of a weak man or whether bas 
been led astray. His Excellency ineli to the latter theory, but there is no 
evidence. The no sevsible reason for his attitude. He is on terms of friend. 
ship with many British people here, and bis relations with me nre tost cordial 
He does not like two of bis Ministers, but there has been 

ture. He has greatly strengthened his position with Tr . 
most of their exercises and, although Lragis do not show great enth 
nok unpopular, ‘There ix n6 local reason for him to be upset and Lam inelined 
think this disappointing display of his Crailties ix not to.be taken too seriond 
For that rena tive severity with eoeurageme i aking to bm 
for, Foreign Aftairaicouldara that ibe orisls is probably over for the moment, bot 
that danger of sine foolish action still existe. Fortunately, no one else khows 
about it at present, but both his Excellency and the Regent himself asked that i 
‘tould inform you fully of what has passed to-da 

0, There i# no satiatactory alternative to the Regent. Amir Abdullah. ix 
wapopular hire. Ami Zaid would not inspite public confidence as the Regent 
‘and there is no material from which to form a good Regency Council, We have, 
therefore, to keep to the Regent. I hope that his. sense of responsibility: will 
improve with time, but T would be failing in my duty if T did nok point ant that 
Hix Royal Highness was right in saying that there is a growing feeling that Has 

eaty's Government are treating Iraq with less sympathy than it the, past, 
‘This country has given less trouble thas; most for the last three years, but it would 
thom great tetake to assume that this state of things will continue kutomaticaly 
Experience has shown that Iraq can be the most troublesome country in the Middle 
East if its problems are not treated with understanding 





(E 1831/1190/0) 


Me. Eden to Sir K. Cornwallis (Bagdad). 
(No. 115.) . 
(Telegray hic.) Foreign Office, 5th March, 1945. 
‘OUR telegram No. 164. . 
entirely approve the firm manner in which you dealt with the Regent's threat 
of resignation. I hope that your words will arouse in him a stronger seuse of his 
tesponsibilities and that his mood of depression will pass. 

2 Tf you think that it would serve any useful purpose, you may toll itn 
that T was much disturbed by your report that he was contemplating. possibility, 
of resignation, and that I fully endorse what you said to him about the grave 
consequences 1 his county and to the Arabs in general which such a step woul 
entail. 

3. You may add, if you think fit, some reference to the interest with. which 
His Majesty's Government have followed the progress of the Cairo discussions on 
Arab unity; and you may also add that T look forward to meeting the Traqi 
delegation at San Francisco, where thoy will be able to make a valuable contvibu. 
tion to the great work of reconstruction which the United Nations have now to 
undertake. 
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CHAPTER I11.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
[1B 39/24/34) No. 6. 
M. Gousee to Mr. Eden—(Received 21h December.) 


(No. 4125.4 

{Traut} 

I, le Ministre, Soviet Embassy, 29th December, 1944, 
WITH reforence to the notes of Sir A. Clark Kerr, the British Ambassador 

in Moscow, dated the 2nd and 20th November, on the subject of Tran, T have 

the honour, by direction of the Soviet Government, to inform you as follows :— 


In September the Soviet Government despatched to Iran a Government 
commission, headed by M.S. 1. Kavtaradze, Deputy People's Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs, to discuss with the Iranian Government the aah bo the 
Soviet Union of an oil concession in the northern regions of Iran terms of 
the proposed! agreement, which the Soviet Government contemplated concluding 
with, the Government "of Tran on this subject, were very profitable and 
favourable to Tran, aud naturally in nowire infringed the sovereignty 
independence of the latter. Tt wax intended at the same time to take 
conslderation any wishes. from the Tranian side and to initinte the pract 
discussion of tho terms of an agreement in the spirit of friendship and alliance 
‘existing botweon the two countries. 

‘At the oatsct of the discussions M. Saed, the head of the Iranian Government, 
declared hiwsolf favourably disposed towards the Soviet proposals. On this basis 
the Sovict conmixsion commenced their preparatory labours connected with the 
discussions. A month later, however, the attitude of M, Saed’s Government 
altered under the influence of pressure behind the scenes, and M. Sac 
lunoxpectedly returned to the Soviet commission a refusal to the concewsio 
‘The Government of M. Sned did not even attempt to become acquainted with the 
Soviet terms for the concession, which, as the Soviet Government expected, would 
bo examined Fy the representatives of both sides ander conditions of free 
discussion and consideration of mutual interests. , 

Thus M. Saed’s Government carried on the negotiations in a manner 
otvioualy disloyal to the Soviet party. ‘This disloyal attitude on the part. of 
St Sued to the proposals of the Soviet Government, who were sincerely striving 
to discover menns for the practical conclusion of an, important economic 
agreement with Tran, which would harmonise with the interests of both 
Countries and afford Tran considerable economic amiatance, together with other 
facta affording evidence of the hostile attitude of M. Saed in a series of questions 
relating Lo Soviet-Lranian co-operation, could not fail to evoke a negative reaction 
From the public opinion aud press of the Soviet Union 

"As may be gathered from subvequent events in Tran, the hostile line adopted 
ty the former rime Minister Saed'in relation to the USS.R. was condemned 
by many Traninn politicians and wide circles of public opinion in Tran 

Such are the facta of the case regarding the Soviet proposals for an oil 
‘concession in Tran. ‘The Soviet Government consider it, necessary to mention 
these facts in order that the British Government may be in possession of correct 
information on this question 

"At the same time the Soviet Government cannot pass over the unfavourable 
attitude adopted by the British in relation to the Soviet-Lranian negotiations for 
aan oil concession. 

"The Soviet Government are unable to agree with the contention that the 
‘grant of an oil concession to the Soviet Union can possibly affect the sovereignty 
Of Tran, Should the validity of such arguments be acknowledged, they would 
apply first and foremost to Great Britain who, as is well known, has long held « 
substantial oil concession in Tran. a. 

In the opinion of the Soviet Government, there are likewise no. practical 
ounids for asterting that the question of the grant of an oil concession to the 
Gviet Union eaumot be decided at the present tie, and that it must be deferred 

to the post-war period, The former Goverument of M. Saed were unable to 
produce a single convincing argument in support of this contention. 

‘The Soviet proposals for an oil concession in Iran do not in any way conflict 
with the treaty of alliance with Iran of 1942, or with the declaration’ made by 


21 


the three Powers in 1943 on the subject of Tran. On the contrary, the proposals 
are in complete harmony with the latter and the spirit of both.the above- 
mentioned instruments, which, moreover, contemplated the necessity of the Allies 
according economic assistance to-Iran. ‘It is obvious that a favourable decision 
tn the question of granting the Soviet Union an oil concession would assist in 
the further development of amicable Soviet-Iranian relations, and at the same 
time woold be one of the methods for-givingconsierale econemic amistante 
to Tran. 

In this sense the Soviet for a concession fully comply with the 
obligations which the Allies, and in particular the Soviet Government, undertook 
in regard to Iran, both in the treaty of alliance with that country and in the 
declaration of the three Powers regarding Iran 

‘The following additional considerations may be added — 


Karly in. December, concealed from public Opinion and in conflict with 
Tranian constitutional rules, M. Saed, the former Prime Minister, in companiy 
With a certain Seid Zia-ed-Din, succeeded in getting a resolution adopted by tho 
Majlis forbidding the members of the Iranian Government to enter into 
hegotiations with any party on the subject of oil concessions. 

In this connexion M.S. I, Kaytaradze, the Deputy People's Commissar, 
Visited the new Prime Mihisier of [ran and, by direction of the Soviet Govern 
ment, made a declaration containing the statement that, in the opinion of the 
Soviet he above-mentioned resolution regarding oil concessions 
‘ought to be reconsidered, as it had been adopted under the iniluence of the 
intrigues of hostile elements, sich ax Saed, Seid Zia-ed-Din and others. Tesides 
this, the said resolution is ibeonsistent with the fact that a large oil conces 
held by a foreign Power exists on Iranian territory, Having made this 
declaration, M.S. I. Kavtaradze roturtied to Moscow. 

Tn informing the Government of Great Britain of the foregoing, the Soviet 
Governinent consider it necessary to state that in the matter of an oil concession 
in Tran they adhere to the position set forth in the present note and in particular 
in the above-mentioned declaration made by M. ST. Kavtaradze, the Deputy 

opl's Comuiar for Foreign Affair, to the new Prime Minister of Tran 
ave, io 


FT. GOUSEY, 


(B 39/24/34) No.7. 
Mr. Eden to M. Sobolew, 


Sir, * Foreign Office, 20th January, 1945, 

I HAVE the honour to refer to M, Gousey's note, No, 4125-A of the 
Wh December last, regarding the Persian Government's attitude towards the 
‘Soviet Goverument’s application for an oil concession in Northern Persia, and to 
Fequest. you to communicate to your Government the following reply. 

2. “His Majesty's Government are woll aware of the devision taken by the 

Government not to grant any new oil concessions in Persin so long as 
the Allied troops are stationed in Persian territory. Indeed, this decision was 
cominunicated not only to the Soviet Government's representative, but also to 

representatives of a British oil company and of certain United States oil 
oxnpanies which had applied for concessions in Sonth Persia some time before 
{he Soviet Government's application war made. This decision appears to have 
been widely supported by Persian public apinion, as wns shown by the subsequent 
Passing in the Majlis by a very large majority of the law of the 2nd Devemer 
forbidding the Persian Government to ehter into any negotiations regarding 
the grant of concessions to foreign Governments or companies, 

8. It is clear that. the Persian Government have adopted an identical 
Attitude towards the applications made to them by the Soviet, United States and 
British interests concerned, and His Majesty's Government feel that it ir 
desirable for our three Governments to endeavour to agree upon a common policy 
fo te parsued in this connexion. The letters addressed by His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Moscow to M. Molotov on the 2nd and 20th November, 144, 10 
Which his Excellency referred, were intended to help towards the forwnlation 
of this common policy. 

(31396) c8 
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4. I note that in the Soviet Government’s view:the terms which they 
intended to propose to the Persian Government were very favourable and profit 
able to Persia. “The position, however, is that the Persian Government are not 
in fact willing to negotiate any concession for oil at least during the present 
abnormal war situation, and it does not appear likely, especially in view of the 
law of the 2nd December, that they will be ready to reverse this decision. His 
Majesty's Government, who were anxious that the British company concerned 
should, if possible, obtain the oil concession for which they had applied, 
naturally had no interest in the passage of such a law and can only regret that 
the persistence: of the Soviet Government's representatives. in pi their 
demands after the Persian attitude had been made known should apparently have 
provoked the Majlis into passing this restrictive legislation. 

5. In taking the decisions referred to above, the Persian Government and 
the Persian Parliament were no doubt acting as they thought would best serve the 
interests of their country, and it does not seem necessary to draw the conclusion 
that they were actuated’ by motives of hostility towards the Allied Powers As 
an independent sovereign State, Persia hag the undeniable right to grant or to 
withhold, as she may judge to be most advantageous to herself, concessions for the 
exploitation of her mineral resources, 

6. These considerations have led His Majesty's Government to conclude 
that they, murt accept the Persian Government's decision, although they have 
made it clear that, should there be any change in Persian policy, they hope that 
the proposals of the interested British company will be favourably’ considered 
and form the basis of future negotiations. Meanwhile, His Majesty'« Govern- 
ment do not intend to take any further action to induce the Persian Government 
or the Persian Parliament to ndopt a leas negative attitude. 

7. Any other course, if it involved an attempt to bring pressure to bear on 
the Persian Government and the Persian Parliawent to alter theit decisions, 
would be open to strong objection Majesty's Government take the view, 
with which they trust that the Soviet Government will agree, that pressure 
‘againat Persia of any kind would not be in accordance with the undertakings 
iuisumed by the partios to the Anglo-So Alliance and 1 

1943, ax regards the maintenance of the 
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Mr. den to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 


Foreign Office, 22nd January, 
«,, THE, Persian Ambassador called on the Pueroncnt Uncen oy Lease of 
State on the 16th January to discuss the present! position in his country. 

2. M. Tagizadeh said that he had received instructions from his Govern- 
nent to bring the facts before His Majesty's Government so that the latter might 
have them in mind in the event of a meeting of the three Heads of Governments in 
the near future, 

3, Hix Excelleney said that Ri wressute in Northern Persia was 
steadily increasing.. The Soviet authorities refused to allow Persian armed forces 


toenter the region where they were in control, and the Russians could terroriso 
the population into making such manifestations as they themselves desired.. They 
‘were also pressing for the repeal of the recent oil concession law, but it war 
impossible for the Persian Government to agree to this. Generally, the Persian 
Government. were determined to maintain firmly the position which they had 30 
far held. The Ambassador declared that he could not understand the motives 
behind the Soviet action. It could not really be the need for oil. He said that he 
had recently read.a translation of an extract from an article in War andthe 
Working Clos, iu which it was said that Russia herself did not need the oil, but 
wished to deny it to the Americans and British. 

4. The Ambassador enquired whether His Majesty's Government would be 
Prepared at the forthcoming meeting to put the Persian case and endeavonr to 
secure that Soviet policy. should conform to the Tripartite Treaty and to the 
‘Tehran Declaration of 1943, 2 

5. Sir A. Cadogan told the Ambassador that if and: when a meeting took 
laos be expected tht we should be disposed to rato the question, 

am, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN, 





No. 9. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received Tth February.) 
Tehran, Yard January, WAS. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 401 of the 18th October, T have the 


honour to convey to you herein a report on Persian affairs during the months of 
October, November and December, 1044, 


Internat Potitics and the Oil Dispute with the Soviet Union 

2 At the beginning of October Sa’id's Cabinet continued to enjoy the 
Mupport of the majority in the Majlis. ‘The three fractions, the Miban, the Azad 
an 


the Ittahadi Milli, which towards the end of August had combined to form a 
Government majority. still continued to hold together, although there were signs 
Of diotegration inthe largest group, the Azadi., ‘The Mailie was busy disousing 
‘Bill for the Independence of the dudicinry. which wna also the anbject of many 
Aarticlos in the press, The Gove id Millapangh wore studying the problexn 
Gluaamplayment arising oot of the dianiwal of workmen hitherto cmployed ly 
the Allies. “On the Ist October article 12 of the Compulaory Education Bill, pro: 
Yiding for an increase iw teachers’ salaries, for an expansion in the povixion of 
Shoof buildings, and for special courses’ for workuen, was approved. by the 

Majlis, Steps taken by Sururi, the Miniator of the Interior, to remove the worst 
criminals out of Tehran to prisous in the south ware approved in the press atid 
buble opinion. Gholam Hussain Iola, de chief of the municipality, made & 

tod start by dealing successfully with a strike among municipal workers, A 
Slight temporary drop in.the cost of livite also had a ord fect.” Fiorts to enlist 

he sujyport of the press for the Government took the farm of frequent invita 
ty Min waters Lo press representatives tmeetings, ‘at which the former explain 
the activities of their departments. As a result, the Goverament was free, for a 
brief period, from the usual violent attacks in the press, 

3S These events were, however, soon overshadowed by a Russian demand 
40 oil concession in North Persia. Kavtaradze, Soviet Commissar for For 
Affairs, who had been in Persia for about two weeks, had informed the Shah 

he Ist October that the Soviet Government sought permission to explore for oi 
Over almest the whole of North Persia during a period of five years, after which 
be would indicate the areas they wished Lo exploit we ‘exact figures for the 
exploration area were 216,000 square kilometres and for the concession area. 
Maximom of 150,000 square kilometres).  Kaytaradze further informed His 

Hesty that he had already approached the Persian Government, whom he found 

sow to move, and intimated that the Rassian Goverament. were not satisfied with 

oviet-Wersian relations and that the future of Russo-Persian economic relations 
‘ight depend on the Persian reply to the Rassinn demand. 

4. The news that the Russians were secking an oil concession was given t 
the public on the 5th October, when the newspaper Ittila'at published an inter. 
Yew on the subject with Kavtaradze. Much anxiety had for some time been felt 
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by Porsians in Tehran at Soviet penetration in North Persia. The news that they 
now wanted an extensive oil concession cansed widespread alarm, and the con- 
troversy it aroused in Persian political circles put other issues into the background 
for the rest of the year. ~ 

5. The Rassians immediately began palling all possible wires to influence 
Persian opinion and were supported liy a section of the press. ‘The Shah, how- 
ever, informed His Majesty's Ambassador on the Sth October that the Russia 
demand for oil rights in the north would be refused, and’a few days later Sa’ 
informed Kavtaradze that the Government had decided early in September to 
postpone until after the war the question of granting oil concessions. ‘This 
Recifion was most unwelcome to Ravuaradze, who said that there might be 
‘unpleasant consequences, while acceptance would be most advantageous to the 
Persian Government, who would enjoy, among other things, the support of the 
Soviet Government at the Peace Conference. "There was little doubt, however, 
that the decision represented the will of the Persian people. At a secret session 
of the Majlis only one Deputy, Taimurtash, son of the former Minister of Ce 
‘who was elected to the Majlis with Russian help, spoke in favour of the Russian 

juest. Even the Tudeh members, who were for the Russians, at first showed 
embarrassment, because some weeks earlier, when it. was only a question of British 
or American. requests for concessions, they themselves had recommended that no 
concession be given till after the war. 

6. The Persian Government's decision was followed by a violent campaign 
in the pro-Rassian press against Sa'id, whom they accu being oppased to 
Russian interests and of adopting a one-sided policy. ‘They argued that the 
halance in foreign relations upset by the Anglo-Iranian Oit Company's concession 
in the south must be restored by giving the Russians a concession in the north. 
Tt. was even said that, as Russin did not need more oil, her demand was prompted 
holely by the altruistic desire to help Persia by developing her resources and pro- 
vidiig employment for her people. Fow newspapers had yet dared to come out 
‘on the side of the Government in this dispute, but as public opposition to the 
grant of a concession gradually hardened « number of them plucked up courage 
ind bogan to oppose the Russian demand, in spite of the fact that the editors 
the first three papers to do #0 were threatened by the Russiank Tn some quarters, 
howover, it wax feared that Sa'id might have to resign in the face of the violent 

an’ opposition, and Tagizadeh, Persian Ambassador in London, now on a 

to Terao, was mentioned is a succewor. ‘The Shab, indeed, was said to be 


urging ‘Tagluudch to accept the premiership, but Tagizide, after attending « 


Tiuimber of conferences to discuss Persia's post-war problems, returned to Loni 
explaining and 
taken, there was 


ied overy form of pressure and intensified their war of ervex. They allowed 
tno grain to be moved to Tehran on the Northern Railways. They interrupted 
telegraphic communication with Tabriz for a few days. On the 22nd October 
lorry loads of armed Russian troops were seen in the streets and in particular near 
tho Majlis, Deputies were sabjected to pressure: Violent attacks on the Prime 
‘Minister continued, and in # broadcast from Tehran, which purported to be by 
the Persian Soviet Caltural Society, the Soviet Embassy broadcast the Soviet 
point of view in a most violent form, Moscow radio and papers proclaimed that 
the Persian Government's decision was not based on pablic opinion and that the 
Persian press was in favour of the Russian demand for a concession. Sa'id and 
his supporters were, of coarse, described as Fascists, Finally, the story wax put 
inbout that the Russians considered that their relations with Sa'id's Government 
‘ere severed. Tn the circumstances Said was prepared to, to provide a way out 
of the deadlock, bat the Majlis remained wolidly behind him and the Shah was as 
ot oppose to his resignati 
‘On the Mth October Kavtaradze gave an interview to the Tehran press. 
in which, after describing in vague terms the advantages to Persia of granting 
‘a concession to the Russians, he stated that Sa’id had originally signified compleie 
a it and promised his help, but that his subsequent refusal had strained 
relations between Persia and Russia. Sn‘id's reply to this was that in the talks 
to which Kavtaradze referred only the Khonrian oil business had been mentioned. 
Tn reply £0 a question put hy one of the jouroalists as to the conditions offered by 
the Hassians, M. Kavtaradze said that that wonld be discussed afterwand«, He 
thereby confirmed the statement of M. Sa’id that M. Kavtaradze had insisted on 
the concession being granted in principle without ronsideration of any conditions 


except the areas demanded by the Soviet Government first for exploration and 
then for development. 


Military 
hree persons in 
ster also issued a state 
ment to the press giving a complete reply to the statement issued by Kavtaradre 
on the 24th October. Trouble was now reported from Tabriz, Resht, Isfahan and 
Sultanabad. In Tabriz the mob tried to rush the police headquarters and. was 
fired on, one man being Killed and several wounded. - Russian troops intervened 
and prevented the Persian police and military from interfering with tho mob. 
‘The officer commanding the Persian troops was given twenty-four hours to leave 
the town. At Resht th were closed and the Persian police were similarly 
prevented from dispersing the crowd. In Isfahan and Sultanabad, where there 
Aare no Russian troops, the demonstrations were small and soon dispersed without 
incident. 

10.” All the efforts of the Russians to incite the press and the Tudeh to 
agitate in their favour served oaly to show that public opiniox was apposed to the 
Brant of this concexsion and was being antagonised and disillusioned by: the 
Iethods adopted by the Rustians, An increasing number of newspapers began to 
Support dhe Uiovertment on ube oil question. The Russian censors did thelr best 
to ensure that only Mosow's partisan account of the snatter should reach the 
fmtside world. “They nol only stopped any prest telegrams giving an objective 
opinion, but suppressed tho olcial Persian version which M.Sa’id tried to tele 
graph to Persian representatives in London, Washington and elsewhere, first in 
plata language aud then in cypher. In spite of Russian cexvorship obstruction, 

mwever, the Persian Goverminent’s version of the matter eventually: reached the 
newspapers abroad... -As.a result. of the publicity which the dispute had now 
acquired, Russian propaganda began to shift ite ground, Sa'id was attacke 

ot wo much for refusing the concession as for upretting Russo Persian relations, 

ido was accused of trying to establinh in Persia a base for Fascist aggression 
against Russia; and the facts were falsified s0 as to appear to justify Russian 
indignation. 

11... Neyortheless, in spite af public support. of Sa’id and the Government, 
& nutaber of deputies began to find the strain intolerable and tho opinion in 
the Majlis was gaining ground that 8a'id should resign, as a sop to the Ruwinns. 
The various fractions in parliament began to Hold meetings to discuss Sa'id's 
garesor, |The, majority appeared 1 farour Dr. Musiddig, who. onthe 
Pith Octeber made a very long apowch in the Majlis Which created som inprevon 
In this, he went oxer a lot of old history and criticised the AngloTtanian Oit 
Company concession but finished by. advising the Government not to yive a <on- 
cession to tho Russiaus but to form a Persian or an international company to 
exploit the Northern oilfields and sell the surplus oil. : 

12. By the 3rd November there seemed to-he.a slight détente in the crisis 
And it was said that tho Russians were prepared to drop their demand for a 
concession. The Russians permitted the transport.of grain to Tehran to. be 
resumed on the Northern railways and the Russian censor passed oil crisis tele 
gis alleit very discreet ones, addressed to, Reuter ‘nd American ‘agencies 

pressure on Sa'id to resign was intensified. The cam 

the Russian sponsored press increased in violence and-on the 0th November Moeosw 
tadio broadcast in Persian "a national protest against'tho Government of Sa’id.”” 

ving reports of alleged mass mectings throughout Persia against his reactionai 
ernment, ‘The Government also had to take steps to suppress another Tudeh 
demonstration on the 7th November by sending troops to oceupy their premises 
and by arresting some of their leaders, Sa’id was by now receiving information 
indirect means from the Russians that if he resigned they would dtop theit 
em mod for a concesion and Kavtaradze would go. Sai thetefire on the 

November invited some twenty deputies representing all sections o! 
Majlis o a meeting and told them to choose his successor. — 
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13. Finally, on the 10th November Sa'id resigned. The Shah informed His 
Majesty's Ambassador that Sa ion bad been accepted for fear lest 
the Russians should resort res such as instigating a separatist 
movement in Azerbaijan. For some days after Sa’id's resignation: Majlis dis- 
cussion continued to contre round the nomination of Dr. Musaddiq. On. the 
14th November the deputies voted almost unanimodsly for Dr, Musaddiq, but 
almost equally unanimously against accepting his condition that special legisla- 
tion be passed aut bim to resume his seat in parliament if he had to 
resign from the premiership at any time before the end of the 14th Majlis. ‘The 
Yprlous Malis fractions therefore went, into coudars again 1 choose a Prime 
Minister, and it was not until the 20th November that Mustafa Quit Bayat was 
elected Prime Minister with fifty votes against forty-five given to Sadiqi 
Until the last moment the favourite was Samii, formerly a diplomat but now 
Court official, but he withdrew and Bayat was apparently chosen, in spite of 
hia defects; as an alternative to Sadiq Sadiqi, who bad been heard recommending 
compliance with Russian demands, 

14. Bayat presented his Cabinet to the Shah on the 25th November and 
to the Majlis the next day. ‘Two of the new Ministers, Khalil Fuhimi, Minister 
without Portfolio, and Sururi, Minister of Interior, had occupied the same posts 
in Sa’id’s Government. With the exception of Nadir Arasteh, the new Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs, all the new men had previously held Cabinet rank 
Nasrullah Intizam was appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs, after Mubsin 
Rais, Persian Ambassador in Bagdad, had refused the post, Kemal Hidayat 
became Minister pf Commerce; Amanuilah Ardalan, Minister of Finance; Dr. Tosa 
Sadiq, Minister of Education; Thrahim Zand, Minister of War; Dr. Said Malik, 
Minister of Health; Mustafa Adi, Minister of Justicg) and Ali Akbar Siasi, 
Minister without Portfolio, On the whole the new Cabinet was thought to 
w fairly good one. 

15, “On the 2nd Decombor a now turn was given to the oil dispute when 
Dr. Musaddiq tabled a bill im the Majlix making it illegal for any Persian 
Government to give an oil concession to any foreign Government of company, but 
uthorising the Prime Minister or Ministers to discum tho sale of oil oF the 
manner in which the Government should undertake the exploitation and adminis. 
ration of ite oil resources, and to inform the Majlis. ‘The bill was passed 
immediately, "The Tudeh depaties wero com} nonplussed by thix new 
development and asked for time to collect their fraction and disctise the bi 
but were refused, ‘The next day Rahimian, deputy for Kuchan, tried to bring 
forward a bill to cancel the Anglo-Franian ofl concession but could find no backers 

nl dropped it. Discussion on the new Government's programme was concluded 
he dth December and Bayat received a vote of confidence by x majority of 
seventy-two to nine with sixteen abstentions 

16. Tu tho Majlis itvelf the coalition of the three fractions, tho Mibin, 
the Tttahndi Milli and the Azadi, did not survive the crisie whieh led to Sa’ 
resignation. The Avadi group had dinintegrated until by the end of December it 
contained only sewn to eight members, ‘Two new fractions composed af ex- 
Azadi members and a number of independents were reported to te taking shape 
during December. These were the Mustaqil group which olaimed about seventeen 
mombers, and the Democrats, said to number about twelve. The attitude thee 
two now fractions intend to adopt remaing to be seen, During the period under 
roview the Majlis passed tho credentials of a numbor of deputies from the North 
who had been eleetod with Russian holp, Th credentials of Mujtai 
for Tabriz, and of Ovanasian, deputy for the Northern Armenians and 
member of the Tudeh party, were ‘on the 15th October. Those of Ipekchian 
and Lankarani, both creatures of the Russians, were pasecd early in December 
Lankarani was elected by a particularly shameless exercise of Russian influence. 
‘The pro-Government majority in the Majlis, whieh liad long obstructed the 
acceptance of these Russian-sponsored deputies, hid finally deemed is 
view of the crisis in Russo-Persian relations, to maintain their opposition, ‘The 
erodentials of four other deputies were also passed during this period: those of 
T'timad Toulieh, depaty for Rey; of Murad Aryeh, member for the Jens, of 
Pur Reza, deputy for Firazabad; ‘and of Muhammad Hussein Qashgai, who had 
recontly heen elected deputy for Abadeh. 

17. ‘The Tehran press was divided by the oil crisis into two violently 
Antagonistic. groupstho Freedom Front and the Independence Front. The 
former, consisting of newspapers which receive money, paper and promises of 
future help from the Russians, violently attacked Sa'id when he hefused. the 
oil concession and continued to attack him after his resignation. They also 


a 


attacked the ruling classes whom they accused of being the instruments of reaction 
and imperialism." Seyid. Zin, who is a particular object of their hatred, was 
stid to have been brought back by his “*masters” from Palestine to: prepare 
another coup d’Etat. ‘Tagizadeh was also said to have returned. from London 
with some sinister scheme in connection with. the oil question, Towards the 
end of the period under review some of the Freedom Front papers were comparing 
conditions in Persia to conditions in Greece and Belgium and were alleging that, 
fight was going on all over the world between the proletariat and, the ruling 
classes. Meanwhile, however, the number of papers which opposed the Russian 
demand for a concession had increased until in December they formed an 
Independence Front. in opposition tp the Fresdom Front. Ra'd Imrua, one of 
the principal papers of the Independence Front, published on the 21st December 
avery outspoken " declaration "on the crisis by Seyid Zin, containing a reasoned 
criticism of Russian policy and methods in Persia which caused a great impression 
land sent Seyid Zia's stock up considerably, 

Ik. Kavtaradze left Tehran for Moscow on the 9th December but he had 
previously informed the Prime Minister of the Soviet Government's displeasure 
‘at the Oil Bill which, he said, the Majlis would do well to reconsider. Meanwhile 
Russian propaganda was intensified among all classes and even in, the schools. 
‘There wore further Tudeh demonstrations in Maragheh, Shabpur and Tabriz. and 
trouble in a factory in Shahi where some workmen were reported to have been 
killed, ‘The year ended in an atmosphere of growing uneasiness and nreertainty 
as regards Russian intentions in North Persia where they had already begun 
to exercise a considerable measure of dirsct political control, 


Soviet Affairs. 

19, In connexion with the oil dispute, this embassy suggested to the Foreign 
Office that discussions should be held as to the possibility of withdrawing British 
forces at least from Tehran as soon ax war material and goods despatched to 
the Soviet Union from overseas were diverted to some other route in Persia, ‘There 
ere any complications eg. We arrangemett 10 send x lange quantity of 
aviation spirit from Abadan to the Soviet Union until the middle of 1945: the 
fact that the presence of Rayal Air Force personnel in Tehran enabled. the 
British authorities concerned to maintain their connexion with the Persian Air 
Force and aircraft factory. and ta supply the necessary technical services for 
the British Airways line to Tehran. On the other hand, withdrawal offered several 
advantages: (1) if the British evacunted Tehran, the Soviet authorities must 
either do the same or expose themselves ax less considerate than the British. 
2) the evacuation of Tehran by the foreign troops wonld in itself strengthen 
the Porsian Governincnt. (3) if the touchiness of the Soviet authorities was due 
in part to the suspicion of British motives (as it probably was) an offer on our part 
to evacuate Tehran, and perhaps other places, might help to calm them down, 
even if at first they did attribute the offer to a wish influence 
from the capital. His Majesty's 
Dumber of cases actions whic 
profound suspicion in the Soviet mind, «g., attempts made by Bri 
during the first year of owcupation to enter the Soviet “zone” to make surveys 
or reconnissances. Moreover, the defenders of the Soviet Government's demand 
for nn oil concession represented it as prompted by the mancuvre of capitalist 
concession hunters in Persia. However mistaken, and even dishonest, Soviet 
accusations in stich matters might be, His Majesty's Goverument shonld consider 
seriously all possible causes of suspicion with a view to their eliminati 
diminution wherever possible. (Possible innocent causes of Soviet auspicion are 
the continued maintenance by the British authorities of the 800 mile Foad from 
Zahidan to Kerman and the 600 mile road from Zahidan to Meshed, and the 
completion of the Kerman aerodrome, although aid to Russia by the East Persin 
route has ceased and the danger of a German attack from’ the Caucasus has 
passed.) 


Anglo-Soriet-Persian Censorship. 

20, Our difficulties with the Soviet authorities over the political censorship 
of books and periodicals continued and, indeed, increased during the period under 
toview. In spite of reminders the Soviet Ambassador did not reply to the protest 
‘sent by Mr. Lascelles on the subject in Septerater, and the Soviet censor extended 
his activities against British publications, Previously he had been opening 
parcels nddressed to the British Council and to booksellers, c/o the Public 
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Relations Bureau, British Embassy. Early in December, however, the Soviet 

censor complained that the Public Relations Bureau were selling at their prewises 

copids of publications condemned by him. He tnerefore gave notice thet be woold 

examine all parcels addressed to the Poblic Relations Bureau direct. This 

embassy’ thereupon requested the British censor to inform his Soviet colleague 

that ‘the publications in question would be withdrawn, but at the same time to 

protest agninst the examining of parcels addressed ‘othe Public Relations 
jareau, which was an integral part of the embassy and covered by 

privilege. ‘The Soviet eensor, 

requested the British censor to express 

tus the latter continued this practice, the 

addressed to the Soviet Trade Delegation (who are the main channel through 

which Russian publications are put on the Persian market and for whom the 

Soviet authorities claim diplomatic privilege). At the sume time the British 

censor was to reiterate the mnggetion that both partes should cease to conduct 

political censorshi 

21, The question’ now arises whether the’ British organieations, concerned 
should or should not put on the Persian market copies of publications condemned 
by the Soviet censor, which reach them by channels not liable to censorship 
(eg., by diplomatic bag). ‘This embassy expressed the view to the Foreign Office 
that’ the Public Relations Bureaw shoald vot sell such publications in their own 
uhops, but it seemed a pity to forbid their distribution to'private booksellers, as 
the Soviet consor had by iow condemned a wide range of publications, mostl 

reposterous grounds, and many of them atandard works ‘The instructions of 
in Majesty's Government on this point are awaited. 

22. The American Embassy in turn are now worried at the large proportis 
of American “newspapers and periodicals which fail to reach Amer 
subscribers in Persia, and they unofficially informed thin embassy that they were 
thinking of reporting to their Government that thia was prosumably due to tho 
Soviet censor. This embassy replied that they understood the anxiety of the 
American Embouy, and that, for reasons of their own. they would nok regret it 
if the matter was brought to the attention of tho United States Government, 

Soviet censor haa slashed unmercifully the mat 
the Pol tion for broadcasting in the time allotted to the 
0 much 40 that often their p 
To restore the balance, the Beitinb censor was requested 
objectionable material from the material submitted for broadcasting: 
spousored Polish Patriots. ‘The Soviet authorities countered this by 
tho whole of the Polish Patriots’ mate 


Seourity. 

24, ‘There are signs that the Soviet authorities are planning to nse as agents 
some of the H'ersians interned for activities directed against the Allies. 

25, The Persian internees are divided into thone who are mainly a Britiah 
and those who are mainly a Soviet concern, The British authorities allowed the 
Soviet authorities to take to Resht for interrogation two Persians om the Britis 
Tist; the Motlnh Kashani, who is perhaps the most important and most dangerous 
of the Sultanabad internees, and Naubaldht, who lio played an important. part 
in the plot against the Allies. It was noted with surprise that the Soviet officers 
who returned them to the British security authorities treated them with the 
greatest consideration, shaking hands with them and parting with them on the 
Tost friendly terms. ‘Kashani expresses the greatest detestation of the Britis 
and says openly that when he is released he will do us all the harm he can. He 
would make an ideal Soviet agent. 

ither side releases any internee without the concurrence of the other. 
‘The Soviet Embassy recently sent to this embassy their first list of internees whom 
they proposed to release. Among the names was that of General Aghevli, who 
at the time of his arrest was commanding the gendarmerie. For: some time the 
Soviet security officers had been trying, without success, to persuade the British 
security officers that Aghevli had not taken any serious part in anti-Ally 
activities, The attitude of the British security officers was that both written 
and oral evidence showed conclusiely that Aghevli held a key position in the 
plot, and this, combined with his i ligence and his official position, made him 
‘most dangerous enemy of the Allies. This embassy therefore felt bound to 
refuse his release, giving the above reasons, and adding that, if his name had not 


» 


beet on the Soviet list, we should have pnt him.on ours. There is no doubt that 
the Soviets expect assistance from Aghevli if he is released, in return for their 
unexpected and undeserved leniency. 

‘37. A number of the less important Persians on the British list of suspects, 
have been released, with Soviet consent, during the period under review. Piqued, 
however, by our refusal to release General Aghevli, the Soviet Embassy refused 
to allow this embassy to release four unimportant suspects, alleging that, they 
were highly dangerovs. This embassy replied that, in view of the Soviet 
Embassy's objections, these men would not be released, but took the opportunity 
of pointing out that it would not have submitted their names to the Soviet 
Emhassy if the British security anthorities had not previously ascertained from 
the Soviet security authorities that there was no objection from, the Soviet side 
to their release: it was unfortunate that the Soviet socurity authorities had failed, 
apparently, to keop their embassy fully informed in this matter, 


“Aid to Russia,” 

28, The assembly of United States aeroplanes for the Soviet Uni 
Abadan ceased at the end of November The assembly of Britiah aeroplanes 

aed at Shaiba but on a very reduced scale. 

2. The United K mmmereial Corporation and th 
Army Motor Transport sed Hifting ~ Aid to Rossin” cargo during: 
the period under review, ‘Tho United States trucks are being transferred to 
Other war theatres, ‘Transport of freight through Persia for “Aid. to Russia 
it now confined to the railway, except for such freight as can be carried in trucks 
assembled it the south for the Soviet army. 

30. On the 16th December, 1944, the United States truck assetbly. plant 
for Imported cased motor transport was closed down and the plant and eqiipinent 
was dismantled and is now ex route to the Soviet Union for re-erestion. in 
Black Sea port, proparatory to the opening up of direot shipping from the United 
States to Dlack’'Sen ports. The only truck assembly plant now working. is. the 
United States plant at Khorramshahr, and the outpat from this hae been raised 
to 5,000 imported trucks per month. There are ¢ cased motor transport on 
hand and ¢n route to keep output at this rate until the end of April, when this 
plant will be available for transfer elsewhere. With effect from the Tot January 
the British Army vehicle assembly plant at Rafidiya will no longer be required 
to assemble cased motor transport for the Soviet Union, 

1. From the Ist January, 1945, the port of Bandar Shapar will not be 
utilised for discharging “Aid to Russia’ cargoes as the number of hi 
now so limited that Khorramshabr can easily handle. and despatch all ‘Ald to 
Russia” cargo now arriving. February 1943 is the latest month in which United 
States “Aid to Russia” ships will arrive in the Persian Gulf, They will 
thereafter proceed to Black Sea porta. It would appear that from the Ist March, 

ly ships entering the Persian Gulf with “Aid to Russia” cargoos 
1 ships from Ind 

32, A considerable numb 
operational personne! are now being despatched 

33... The supply of motor apirit to the Soviet Union from the Anglo-Tranian 
Oil Company refineries at Aladan ceased in November, but the sxpply of aviation 
spirit will continne till the end of June 1043. 


American Interest, 

‘._In the course of their talks with the State Departine regan the 
Soviet oil crisis Hie Majesty's Embasey in Washington reported that Mtr. Walla 
Maisie Sho deals with Middle East affairs in the department, was covstantly 
reoxcupied with the fear of Soviet penetration in the Balkans and the Middle 
Pisses his views aboat the Soviet Union were increasing his desire to co-operate 
with ihe British on every issue and in particular to consult with the British in 
Mivance on all matters and to concert action 

Ha. At the end of December Brigadier-General Booth took over from 
Lieutenant General Conolly the command of the American Porsian Gulf 
Command. 


American Advisory Mission 


(a) Mittspaugh Mission, 
35. The oil oricis very much overshadowed the Millspaugh crisis during the 
period under review and there were fewer attacks upon Dr. Millspaugh... This 
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was also partly due to the improvement in the economic situation. -Much of this 
Progress was due to the course of the war, though Dr. Millspangh claimed the 
credit in an open letter which he sent to the Prime Minister early in October, —In 
this letter he stated that everything possible had been done to secure adequate 
quotas for imports, that prices were falling, that mouopoly goods were being 

istributed, that road transport had improved, that a large stock of grain was 
in hand and that revenue had increased. He added, howover, that as the special 
powers in economic matters conferred on him by the Majlis were held by some 
to conflict with the Constitution, he intended in fature to act in economic as in 
financial matters, 7-c., under the supervision of the Minister of Finance. 

36. Dr. Millspaugh, however, spoilt whatever effect this letter might have 
had by sending at the letter M. Tbtiba, the Governor of the National 
Bank, dismissing him from his office. M. Ibtihaj, a clover but very nt and 
bad tempered man, had for somo time been attacking Dr. Millspaugh, wham, 
with the assistance of M. Sa'id and of the Shab, he tried to unseat during a visit 
to the United States as Persian delegate to the Bretton Woods Conference. ‘The 
Persian Cabinet decided that Dr. Millspaugh had no power to dismiss Dr. Ibtiha}, 
and Dr. Millspangh countered by writing to all the banks informing them that 
Dr, Thtibay's signature should not be recognised, This violent action had. no 
effect; M. Thtiha} remains in bis post and the affair has so far constituted a defeat 
for Dr. Millspangh, 

37. In December the new Prime Minister found himself under strong 
pressure from his supporters among the Deputies to get rid of Dr. Millspa 
Oto Fescind bin special powers. After negotiations between the Prime Miniter 
and Dr. Millspaugh « Bill was presented to the Majlis revoking the exceptional 
powars under which he administered economic affairs; he would, however, still 
retain his original powers in financial matters. This Bill had. not been passed 
by the end of the year as the Deputies wore unable to reach a decision as t9 who 
should inherit the economic powers. 

38. Although the Prime Minister would be glad to get rid of Dr, Millapaugh 
altogether, he appears anxious to keep the rest of the Millspaugh Mission, and 
His Majesty's Government have instructed this embassy to do everything possible 
to weoure their retention. Meanwhile that stubborn old gentlemati seems to have 


given up any iden he had of resigning in February. 


(b) Military Mission, 
30, General Ridley has gone to America, Krom confidential sources it is 
known that he is te he future of the American Military Mission, whose 
tontracts expire this spring, and to arrange for the shipment of equipment for 
the Persian army, ‘There is a general Inck of enthasiasm among the officers of his 
mission, a feeling that there ix little that they can achieve. They have, in fact 
improved the supply and transport arrangements of the Persian Army, bat their 
control conses a soon as issues leave the depots. Even #0, a greater proportion 
does perhaps reach the man in the ranks than reached him two Years ago. 


(©) Gendarmerie Mission, 
40, The State Department succeeded in persuading the War Department in 
Washington of the importance of helping the Persian Government to improve 
their police. They did not, however, feel justified in proposing the matter to the 
Persian Government; the latter, ‘sither of their own accord or at British 
Prompting, must make a definite request that Colonel Schwartzkopf should take 
over the police as well us the gendarmerie, and that additional American officers 
should be engaged to train the former. His Majesty's Government instructed 
this embassy to impress on the Persian Government the importance of acting 
iwickly in the matter. Approaches to the Prime Minister and the Minister of 
the Interior have, however, produced no result so far. It may be that the known 
hoatility of the Russians in the presence of American advisers in 
the police unwilling to,add to the number of such advisers when Persia is already 
being accused by Russin and the pro-Russian Persian press of following a * one- 
sided" policy. 


Anglo-Persian Public Relations, 

41. The British and American attitude in readily accepting the Persian 
Government's decision to postpone consideration of the granting of oil concessions 
until after the war has reflected to our credit by comparison with the aggressive 
reaction of the Russians, The increased fear of Russian post-war designs on 
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Persia caused. by this kas not been balanced by any great reliance upon Britain's 
ability to restrain them. It has rather resulied in a general desire to be rid of 
all foreign interference in and control over: local allairs. The decrease in the 
activities of the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation has not attracted 
much attention, and poblic opinion iooks forward to the end of the war for a 
more general relaxation of all foreign control such as that exercised by the Middle 
East Supply Centre over local importa. 

42, The Persian press has continued to. report favourably upon Allied 
successes and, in spite of being very much occupied with reporting local probl 
hhas devoted just as much space as formerly to the war. ‘The Greek situation 
as been much commented upon from both pointe of view 


British Propaganda Actigitien, 

43, A slight increase in the wales of the Tehran Daily News, published by 
the Public Relations Bureau, was noted! during the last’ three months. ‘The 
continued and growing success of tho Children's Newspaper, published in Persian, 
has aroused a certain amount of comment in the Persian press probably caused 
by a feeling of envy that their own publications have not achieved the same 
ieasure of popularity amongst their own people. 

44. ‘The showing of Ministry of Information newsreels in public cinemas 
throughout Persia has suffered on account of the strike of the Tehran cinemas 
Which have remained closed for some six of keven weeks as a protest againat now 
municipal taxes, The Films Section of the Public Relations Bureau is, however, 
hore active than ever, operating seven touring cinema vans and nine portable 
16mm, projectors in British Council Institutes and local colleges and wh 
in addition to ite own Tehran Newercel Theatee where free’ educational 
Programmes are shown to school-children twice every m ing term: 
time. There ix a constantly growing demand for film shows iow and 
classes of Persian associations, — British fe films have hitherto been 
Conspicuous by their absence from Persian cinemas, and it food to report that 
in December the first important sale of British filins was completed by the Public 
Relations Bureau with contracts placed for twenty-four fil 

45. Hix Majesty's consulates continue to be fed with publicity waterial for 

intribution although this ix hampered by the arbitrary holding-up of apparently 
nocnons material by the Ramsian censors Tt is remarked that there are 
easing requests for new reading rooms in the provincss ‘The Irano Soviet 
Cultural Society is trying to increase its influence in the provinces by methods 
Which are not always popular, 
46, This embassy has had under review the question of broadcasting in 
languages from Tehran Radio. ‘This embassy and various other Allied 
Missions in Tehran each have short periods allotted to them every week for 
Propaganda broadcasts. It was in any case clear that this was one of the first 
ropaganda activities which thix embassy would have to close down when thin 
to return to normal in Persia; certain other 
Netherlands tion and the French delega 
their own. bro 


47. In October an Indo-Iranian Cultural Society was formed in Tehran and 
riven its official baptism on the 17th at wiblie meeting which was 
Attended by the Pe ‘rime Minister and His Majesty's representative and 
leading Persian educationalists: By the 4th December the statutes and rules of 
{the society were finally approved and published, and a Managing Committee of 
fourteen chosen, i 
im Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Persian Minister for Education. 
(3) The Chancellor of the Tehran University. 
+ (4) The head of the Persian College of Arts. 
(5) The representative of the British Council in Persia. 
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(8) One representative of the British Embassy (the Government of India 
counsellor) 

(2) The attaché for Indian affairs. 

(8) ‘The fudian Trad issioner; and 

(0) Six prominent savants of Persia approved by the Minister of Education. 


‘The society meets weekly and is at present husy trying to find Persian lads 
capable of taking up the seventeen scholarships generously offered by the Govern. 
ment of Indi (1) Six at the Aitchison College, Lahore: (2) four at the 
gFieultural College at Lyullpar; (3) two at the Forest Rangers course in Debra 
Dun; ‘and (4) five at the Delhi Polytechnic (three in engineering and two in 
textiles) The work drags partly because itis essential that no student should be 
ent to India unless his knowledge of English is really sufficient to enable him to 
follow the course, and partly because there is much anti-Endinn prejudice to be 
overcome. 
._ 48. ‘The four Indian teachors of English have just reached Meshed (2) 
Kerman and Yord, and are alteady finding n great deiand for their services 16 
iaut schools, and also in private olasses and for individual tuition. On the 
success of these four teachers depends the question of obtaining more Indian 
trained teachers of Roglish to supplement the excellent work being dane by the 
Britinh Couneil, 

40, Major Hassan of the Indian Army has been selected to- he t 
Tudiag ‘Trade Commissioner to Persia. and. te unde mite 
in India before taking oye 
for him have been ronted in 

50, The British Tn 
thay would like 49 enter 
‘and civil Indian roo 


h in the Indian Youn, 
8: These partion are purposely kept email 
in ordor that the personal aspect should be maintained and have been’ a great 
‘ngcoss. A Fund is contemplated in order to cover large-scale entertainment on 
certain Indian religious festivals and holidays 
51. The Gov f India continue to interest themselves in post-war 
Propaganda in Porsia as is shown by their generous offor of xeventeon scholar. 

‘hips Varying from two to ix years in technical, agricultural, forentry and ed 
tion coll os ind also by the appointment of an Indian Trade Commis. 
xionor at rel 
ould operate in Pers 


ition aro alvo being made whether an Indian file» company 


British Military Interests 


52. Thanks partly to better co-operation from the Pe author e1 
har been a redactlon In the atealing: rm (elophone. wire which h etn pan 
‘of great inconvenience to the Allied military authorities, It continnes, a6 
does the Pilfering on a considerable wale of Allied military stores, but an improve- 
ment may tewult from the applicaian of military, govermnent law 
‘mitted on the railway and on roads used by Allied troops. This will allow of 
the moro speedy trial af offenders and the award of amar severe sentencon than 
its pernioblevie heeding eee ee m3 


Persian Porces, 


59. The Army—'The army remains handicapped by short 5 
current year's budget not yet having been ane gg the Male 4 beh 
hand to mouth on monthly credits on the scale of 1/12th of the previous year's 
budget, An additional crodit of 15 million tomans, particularly for the pilrpose 
of increasing the pay of officers, was sanctioned hy the Majlis in October but 
Dr. Millspaugh hax not yet made the funds available. In spite of this. morale 
of the lower ranks hax slightly improved: the troops are generally a little better 
fed, little less + the condition of animals in Tehran. has markedly 
improved and there is now sufficient transport for the distribution of supplies 
and clothing Certain operations. to which, further reference is made Inter. 
have met with a success which has done something to restore the army's confidence 
in itself. “But political intrigues, personal ambitions, disseusions among officers, 
favouritism, and the always existitig uncertainty that arises from the ambi 
Positions of the Shah and the Ministry of War in telation to the army. all combine 
Xo prevent the consistent exectition of practical policy to reform. Tudeh party 


38 


propaganda has recently been directed towards junior oflicers:and_non-commis- 
sioved officers urging them not to allow themselves to be used as tools of the 
reactionaries, particalarly in the suppression of the legitimate aspirations of 
their oppressed brothers, inciting them against the exploitation of their corrapt 
seniors and encouraging them to become politically educated and_ politically 
minded. As this propaganda is generally believed to be inspired by: the Soviet 
Authorities, it is not without effect én those who expect that Soviet favour may 
affect their prospects. 6 

‘54. Ibrahim Zand was re-appointed Minister for War after an interval 
of three months and almost immediately came into conflict with the vigorous 
personality of General Razmara, the Chief of the Staff. The latter had offended 
the Shah by some rather arbitrary actions, lost some favour with. the Soviet 
authorities who considered him to blame for repressive action taken by the Mili 
Governor against Tudeh demonstrations and antagonised a number of the Deptities 
by his successful and selfish exploitation of various sources of income, by his wide- 
spread intrigues and by his boundless personal ambition. He was dismissed on the 
Zlst December, but he will be heard of again. He is about the ablest and’ most, 
energetic officer in the Persian army, but quite unprincipled. There is reason to 
believe that the Soviet authorities are annoyed at his dismissal, the indications 
of their displeasure having been intended only to bring him to heel. He has been 
mucceeded by General Hassan Arfa, who has some ability, bat is little respected 
in the army and has faults of character that make his success doubtful, Hi 
mother was Russian; he himself has a. very lively fear of Soviet designs, and, 
althongh inclined to be xenophobs, he ix not, at present, unfriendly to us, 


Air Foree, 

55, Sarlashkar Ahmad Naklichevan, at that time commanding the Persian 
Air Force, loft Tehran on the 23th October, 1044, accompanied by Colonel 
Bayendor, Persinn air attaché in London, for a visit to England. General 
Nakhehovan returned on the 12h December, 1M4, greatly impressed by what he 
had seen in England and by the courtexy and hospitality he had experienced. 
During hix absence his enemies had succeeded in getting him replaced in the 
command of the air force, by Sattip Ahmad Khosrovani, an air force officer, who 
had, however, 0 connexion with the air force for about threo year. General 
Nakhchovan was offered the now post of Inspector of the Air Force. but declined 
it. On tho 27th December, 1944, acoompanied by Colonel Siah Poosh, an English 

king technical officer of the Persian air force, he loft for America in the 
fircraft that (ook General Connolly of the United States Persian Gulf Command 
back to the States. "This visit, according to General Nakhchevan, had been pro- 
Visionally arranged while he was in London, as an antidote to that of Colonel 
Khosrovani, brother of the General, who had been sent to attend the Chicago 
Conference on civil aviation and is still in America, 


Civil Air Lines. 

58. Twooof the three Dominies ordered by the Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs 
‘and Telephones were delivered in October 1944, and are now, operating on the 

ygdad route. The third force landed on its way to Tehran and wax 

taken back to Habbaniyah for repairs, where it still ix sets 

57, The group who are seeking to establish » commercial, air line have 
formed their company and are about to approach the Majlis for the necessary 
authority to operate, G. H. Ebtehaj is managing director and the board includes 
tome good names. They seem anxious to work closely with British Overseas 
Airways Corporation, and this attitude shows signs of provoking, the usual 
Russian reaction. Meanwhile the Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones 
declare they will not relinquish their own services to anyone, They too are 
anxious for British help, so they say. 


Tribat Situation, pS eae ete 
‘The tribal situation has on the whole remained remarkably quiet. 

perations agaiast Hama Rashid of Basch, which ware referred to in my last 
quarterly despatch, resulted in the occupation with little opposition of Baneh 
nd later of Sardasht and in the expulsion of Hama Rashid from Persian terri- 
He has now been removed from the vicinity of the frontier by the Traqi 

- ities. The Persian Goneanat have gen up the pian to Sn 
lama Rashid’ extradition but are asking for the sheep and other property 
‘Which he carried off to be retarned. On the other’ hand the Persian Government 
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have not yet released the Jaf chiefs who were imprisoned some months ago. 
apparently in inhumane conditions, on the charge of crossing the frontier tito 

sin (1) without permission and (2) carrying arms, Most of the chiefs of this 
‘area have made their peace, for the time being, with the Persian authorities, and 
if the Persians were capable of just administration and a consistent policy they 
would now have the opportunity of relieving. Kurdish fears and jaying. the 
foundations of a permanent settlement. Little has heen beard recently from 
Persian Kurdestan of aspirations to autonomy, but Russian contacts with the 
Kurds, for whatever purpose they may be, are maintained. 

59. Disarmament of the Arab tribes of Khuzestan continues. After some 
1,000 rifles had been collected from the Arabs of the Alm Dasht area the Persion 
troops turned their attention to the Beni Turuf, who, with opposition from only 
a small section who fled to Iraq, surrendered some 1,300 rifles. The Bent Tamim 
have now begun to hand in thetr arms, 

0. In Kuh i Galu a delicately-balanced situation exists between the con 
ficting sections of the Boir Ahmadi. Both sides are wenrying of the tension 
and showing a tendency to come to terms. Whether this will be to the benefit of 
their neighbours only time will show, There has certainly been less than the usual 
Boir Ahmadi raiding since the tribes were eccupied in sparring with each other 

G1. The so-called union of the tribes of the south continues to attract the 
Interest of the Russians and the hostility of the Tudeb press... To both it looms 
asa plan organised by the British for the support of feudalism and reaction ax 
a defence against the purer tenets of the Tudeh party, or more simply, ax a 
scheine for the establishinent of an armed Hoe under British influence to be used, 
if necessary, against a Russian-inspired revolution of the working classes 
‘According i¢ this unfounded theory, not only do the reactionaries, by. whom the 
the British are clearly meant, oppose any suggestion that these tribes should 
ho disarmed, but they counive at the supply to them of arms and ammunition 
‘and. may even supply them themvelven 


Finance. 
62. Although over nine months of the financial year (which began on 
2int March, 144) have gone by, the budget hax not yet been passed by 
Majlia and Government expenditure has been authorised by votes 
‘account from month to month, Nor have the monthly figures of revenue 
expenditore boen published, but this embassy is informed that those for the 
ight monthe of the year are as follows (figures for the preceding year 

shown for comparison) j= 
1043-44.(') 1944-45, 


(million riats.) 


Ordinary Revenve 2571 2082 
Ordinary Expenditure 2544 


Surplus 


Commercial Revenue 
Commercial Expenditure 


Deficit 
Net Deficit 


63. The estimates for 1M4-45 show 4 deficit of 611 million rials on 
Ordinary budget, and a surplus of 612 million on the Commercial budget. 
is impossible to say at the moment how the Commercial budget will turn out, 
tus the magnitude of the Government's commercial operations, i... purchase and 
distribution of food-stufis and other goods over the remainder of the year, has 
iol yet been determined. It is clear, however, that the estimates for the 
Ordinary budget have proved over-optimistic. ‘In particular, receipts. from 
income iax will be very much below those estimated: so far they have been lest 
than for the same period in 1043-44, whet the rates were considerably lower. 
It seems hardly possible that expenditure canbe kept to a sufficiently low figure 
to compensate for this failure, 


(0, Bhs gars for 1048-14 ter ovo extent trom shone previa ren. and ae inde 
the thied sat of figures produced. The differences re the result of adjustments made between, 
the Ordinary and Commercial budgets, It stn be hoped that the present Sgures are final. 


64. Sales of gold for the account of His Majesty's Government, have 
continued during the quarter. The bulk of this gold is, as is known, smuggled 
‘ver the border into Traq: and sales have varied according to the demand there 
and in other Middle-Eastern countries, and the comparative ease or danger of 
the smuggling traffic from time to time. The price is adjusted periodically to 
the changing demand: but the market i a dificult one to forecast, ‘The proceeds 
of sales during the quarter have been equivalent to £1-57 million. The question 
Whether sales of gold should be continued has been raised separately. 

The draft of the agreement covering the administration of the Persian 
railway system since September 1941, which is to be presented to the Persian 
Government by His Majesty's Government and the Government of the Union 
Of Soviet Socialist Republics jointly, has still not been agreed by the Soviet 

thorities in Moscow, although there can no, longer be any. possible points of 
eeewece ‘outstanding. It can only be concluded that the Soviet delay is 
liberate. 


Economic Situation. 

6. The course of the war since last June has resulted in some reduction 
of the cost-of-Jiving figure. From 855 in August (July 1939 = 100) it went down 
to 656 in November; but there were fluctuations in the interval, and in December 
it increased again to 684. There will no doubt be periodical upturns rather 
than a steep decrease unless the war comes to an earlier conclusion than is How 
mterally expected. I is satisfactory, however, that wholesale and retail prices, 

ween which there has been serious discrepancy in the past, are showing a 
tendency to come more closely together. i 

87. Credit. resirictions, by the banks and monejlenrs  continie to 
discourage the passage of goods from hand to band among speculative merchants 
(which ix a feature of Persian commerce), but the quarter has seen the usual 
teady purchases for provincial consumption after the sale of harvest 

68. The supply of goods from overseas under the agis of the Middle Kast 
Supply Centre has been satisfactory throughout the quarter. Tea stocks are, in 
fact, x high that the Persian Government have decided in principle to forago 
their next. 090 alle ion of tea from India. In addition to the sugar supplied 
by the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation, Persia continues to receive 
‘mall imports by dhow and relatively small quantities from the Union. of Soviet 
Socialist: Republics, but the price of sugar on the open market (as distinct from 

Government rations) has risen slightly during the period under review. 
Textiles are in good supply (but. dear) and Swiss artificial silk remains plentiful 
although. of course there have been to new arrivals. ; 

Daring the quarter, interest has been shown in the re-cquipwent of 

‘some local industries. The Tehran power station is to be extended and new 

Nachinery is to be installed in the countey's biggest glass factory as soon as 

ties can, be effected, No stich moves have been noticed in the textile 

industries, which are not expected to be able to compete with overseas production 
‘under peace-time conditions, 


Cereals and Agricultural Development. 

70. In spite of a fortnight's vindictive hold-up by the Soviet authorities of 
grain movements from the north of Persia to Tehrani (as recorded in the first 
‘section of this despatch), grain has been coming in in good quantities and the stock 
ae grains in the Fehran silo amounted on. the Slat December to over 
53.000 tons including 31,807 of wheat and wheat-flour, and this ensures 

iency for 265 days at the present rate of adulteration with barley. In general 
the Persian Government has in hand the unprecedented stock of 260,00) tons of 

rain. 

Tk. The 1,000 tons of scod-wheat from India reached the Persian Gulf 
Ports in November and was distributed by the, Persian officials of the newly: 
Sreated ‘* Selection of Agricultural Monopolies“ of Dr. Millspaugh's Mission, 

72. Of the twenty British army ofhcers seconded to the Cereal Collection 
‘Team in the Millspaugh Mission, fourteen are to be released for grain collection 
‘Work in Bengal (7) or retarn to military daty (7). Their good work has been much 

reciated by Abs American Chief Administrator of Persian Agricultural 
Bimope 


73. Civil traffic on the railway was well maintained on the whole during the 
Quarter. A lift of about 14,000 tons from south to north was achieved in 
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October’ and was Faised to over 22,000 tons in December. The average pervent 
‘ages of the target figures which were achieved in the past year are announced xs 
Goods from ports O1 per cent., cereals 89 per cent. and sugar-beet 57 per cen 
The Persian officials concerned deserve some of the credit for the way 1m which 
they are learning the task of movement control in difficult circumstances. 

74. The Road ‘Transport Administration's position has been greatly 
improved by their taking over the contracts of Persian lorry owners who were 
formerly employed by the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation on™ Aid 
to Russia.” As a result it was possible (on the 22nd December) to make a slight 
relaxation in the Government's control aver privately-owned lorries 

75. The seasonal demands for haulage of vereals, sagar-beet and coal have 
been met, and the stocks of petroleum supplies throughout the country have beer 
well maintained, except in Tehran whore a expected increave in the use 
of oil:drip stoves has caused a temporary reduction in reserves 


Locust Control 

76, No locusta wore present in Persia during the quarter 

77. The normal invasion of desert (ie.. migratory) Jocust swarms from 
India during the autumn and early winter was prevented by efficient control in 
Sind and Rajputana, but there retains the probability Wat swarms will enter 
South Porsia asa rewilt of breeding whieh is now ovourring in Arabia, 

78. ‘This danger was considered by an international conference at Tehran 
in November, and preliminary arrangements were made to meet it, ‘The Persian 
Ministry of ‘Agticultare's probable requirements of motor vehicles have been 
placed before their Road ‘Transport Adminiatration, and the Ministry's stocks of 
bran and poison in the vouth are ndeq Hi probable commit 

eats aro very large, and the Middle East Anti-L/cust Unit has therefore under 
taken (0 carry out any control which may be necessary hetween Fingeh and Fank 
Tts locust oflcar disposes of transport and fadio’ vans supplied by the Persia 
and Lraq Force, and Hix Majesty's Governtiant are paying for the hire of local 
Tahour and have provided poison and bran. 

70. The Government of India have agreed winder oe ons to carry 
‘out both survey and control. work in the routl-east corner of Pera 
the Indian frontior, Ways and means are now winder d 

80. Moraccan (i.e, non-migratory) locust egg-deposite which have now been 
completely mapped indicate that over 110,000 hectares will have to be controlled 
iit the hatching next spring—mainly in Azerbaijan and Gargan. ‘The Ministry 
of Agriculture is nogotiating with the Soviet authoritig for the parchave of of. 
eake meal as a bait material: and they have pat before the Road Transport 
‘Administration a demand for the vehicles which will be reqnired in this en 

a1. During the period under review the Middle Fast Sopply Ceotre oljee in 
‘Tohran took over from the embassy the work of co-ordinating locust reports, of 
representing the United Kingdom and Indian Governments on the Tel 
International Locust Control Committee, ind of maintaining Yiaivon between the 
British locust officer in Persia and those concerned in and outside the country 


United Nations Rehabilitation and Retief Administration, and the Polish 
Keacuces. 


82 ‘The total number of Polish evacuces in Persia diminished during the 
poriod under review from 5,440 to 4,435. Among those who left were seventy-nine 
Mtudents bound for Beirat Unive ‘Attempts are stil beng made to evacuate 
the remaining half of the Children's School at Isfaban and their attendant 
grown-ups. Once they have gone, there will be no Poles left in Persia apart from 
(a) those employed by’ the British and Americiin Ared Forces and Government 
‘organisations and (b) those living by their own efforts, who consequently are th 
‘own masters and frec to leave or atay as they wish, subject only to Persian regula 
tions regarding permis de séjour. 

88. Unit ions Rehabilitation and Relief Administration take no 
financial responsibility for these Polish refugees and, in fact, no responsibility 
other than that of ultimate repatriation. They are, however, prepared 
to act (without commitment) in a certain measure as regards transport, 
through what personnel they may have in the countries concerned, It is under~ 
stood that the reason for the United Nations Rebabilitation and Relief 
‘Administration's attitude is that these Poles are not war refugees within the 
‘Administration's definition of the term. 
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British Council 


$4 The Conncil is now responsible for instraction in Englist over 
Persians throughout the countey, and the demand ie imereasige, Applicktins, 
for teachers have been received from many provincial centres-whate thors ae ne 
Yet bo Anglo-Persian Institutes, and textbooks have been sent to schools in these 
Ss ‘The Institute in Tehran has overflowed into an Annexe. The Council 
has sponsored a series of concerts by the newly-formed Tehran Symphony 
Sema The Orchestra has given two concerts, both of which were tended 
by more than £00 persons. In view of the absence in “Tehrait Of a suitab 
hull for dramatic performances, the cellar of the Angio-Persian Institute in 
A has te See ae a little theatre. The theatre was a 
rire ful performances of Wilde's “ The Importance of Being 
‘= ‘85. Copies of this despatch are going to His Majesty's Consular Officers in 
Persia, His Majesty's Representative in Moscow, the Government of India, the 
Minister ‘airo and the Political Intelligence Centre, Middle East 
Thave, &. 
R. W. BULLARD. 





(E 1075 /464/34) No, 10. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Kden—(Reccioe Yebruar 
gem) lard to Mr, Kden—(Reveived 14th February.) 
ir, - rehran, 30th January, 1945. 
tnd LHAYE the honour to refer tomy despatch No, 410, ti tho eh October, 1044, 
to enclose herewith copy of a further report by the financial counsellor 
this embassy on the financial situation ta Pera, uuncomneeiior to 
Amt aGtPies ofthis despa and the encowary are ting 
nbassadors at Washington, Moscow atid Bagdad, the ¥ 
Mido Kast, and to the Government of India’ New Dell 

T have, &e. 
RW. BULLARD. 


g went to Hin Majesty's 
ini 


inter-Resident in the 


Enclosure in No, 10, 
Pensia, 
Financial Situation. 


THIS report follows in series ty general reports of the Sted Tul 
Sind October, 1044 (encloned with despatchen Nor 258 1 of the Sth uly wea 
No. 440 of the 26th October, 1944), ns No 288 B. of the 9th July, and 
Public Finance 

2 The figures of revenue and expenditure for the first nine months o! 
the financial year 1944-45 (teginuing on the 21st March, 1044--the Persian year 


1323 AH) are now availabl ¥ compare ax follows: ho 
‘Corresponding period in the previous year Lankiear 


(Million rials) 
Ordinary Budget— TOBE TORE. 
Revenue 2972 
Expenditure 2716 
‘Surplus 256 
Commercial Budget— 
Revenme 
Expenditure 
Deficit 
Net Deficit 
(31896) 





38 


8. The estimates for the whole year 1944-45 are as follows 


+ Ordinary Budget— Million rials. 


Revenue 
Expenditure 


Deficit 


Commercial Budget— 
Revenue 
Expenditure 


6120) 


It may be noted here for reference that the budgetary deficit for the year 1943-44 
was 1,052 million rials, 

4\ As to the Ordinary Budget, the situation is less favourable than appears 
from the figures in the second paragraph. For ove thing, the expenditure does 
not include the salaries of Goverument servants for the ninth month (some 
200 million rials). The budget, although submitted to the Parliament (Majlis) 
Inst June, haw nok vet been approved, and expenditure is being authorised in the 
meantime by periodical Votes on Account, the last (like some of the others) having 
heen passed too late for the punctual payment of salaries, More important, 
howovor, in the fact that receipts from income tax, which were estimated at 
885 million rials for the yeur, are likely to fall far short of thix figure. Although 
the rates are considerably higher than in 1943-44, recsipts in Tehran have been 
no more than 284 million ils in the first nine mouths of the year, compared with 
‘278 million in the same period of the preceding year, and this figure has only been 
reached because the income tax paid by the National Bank has amounted to 
140 million as against 40 million last Year, Similarly, receipts (including income 
lax) from the provinces over the period have so far been 430 million as against 
500 million in the first nine months of 143-44 

5, The recent history of income tax in Persia has been unfortunate. ‘There 
was long and widespread opposition to any inerease in the previous inadequate 
rates, and the new rates were only voted, as from the 2ist March, 14, after 
Dr. M ‘Administrator-General of the. Finances, had 
threatene 


‘The shortage of income tax receipts has also, as 

report, affected seriously the finances of the municipalities, 

financed by a 10 per cent, surtax on income tax payments, in place of other 
taxation which has been abolished. They are for the present subsisting on Touns 
from the National Bank guaranteed by the Central Government, which will have 
to honour its guarantees sooner or later. At the present the Government 
has reached its statutory limit for borrowing from the National Bank. 

7. The activities covered by the Commercial Budget fall into two chief 
parts (a) purchase and sale to the public of food-stuffs and piece-goods; 
{?) administration of the Government factoties and properties. Unde the latter 

ing, outgoings during the first nine months of the year have been 820 mil 


(9) Overall surplue 470,901 rials, 


Tials as against receipts of 376 million; Dr. Millspaugh's plans for closing or 
turning over most of the factories to private ownership have not yet materialised. 
Under the former, large stocks are 


of taxation 
revenue. is 


roment, M. Ammanullah Ardalan 
in ance towards the end of No 
le is a former official of the Ministry of Finance, and has already been M 
He is about as good a man to fill the position as anyone whom Persia can pr 


Banking, Curreney and Price Indices. 
10, The following table brings up to dite the figurex given’ in previous 
Feports of notes in circulation and bask deponite abies Kk 
(Million riatey 
Notes. Deporits 
June 1941 m tac 1812 67 
June 142 1918 
Tune 143, 4070 
Tune 1944 
uly 1944 
‘Avguat, 1044 
Septembur 144 
October 1944 
November 144 | 
December 144 


11. The following index (prepared by the National Bank) shows wholesale 
pric and tl alming index (prepared by the National Tink) shows wholes 
(1039= 100) 
Wholevate Cont of 
ive x0 Prices. diving, 
june 1941 ‘i 141 
Tune 142 2 23 2 
June 14 422 
June 1044 3 51a 
July 1944 507 
‘August 1944 i 534 
September 1944 506 
October 1944 449 
November 1944 445 
December 1944... i 497 


32. Te appears from these figures that (1) the inflationary process is ti) 


fontinning after » break following on the invasion of western Europe, and 
t) prices which fell partly from the same reason and partly because of improved 
listribution have now There is probably, however, some 
tisfactory to note that the marked 

e 5 living. indices, the reasons for which 

2 previous report, is now ending to disappear, and the two ats 

‘The general tread of prices should 


[31336] p4 
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now be on the decrease, apart from seasonal factors and such finctuations as may 
occur in the course of war operations. Generally, however, it is of advantage 
to Persia that the decline in prices should be cushioned and gradual. ‘The country 
is far from ready to meet the shock af post-war economics 
13. Sales of gold in Persia for the account of His Majesty's Governme 
which began in the summer of 1943, were suspended on the 15th January, 145, 
During this period they amounted to a total of £6-95 million. These sales have 
had/no appreciable effect in checking inflation, the purpose for which they were 
originally designed, but have been useful in the past in enabling His Majesty's 
Government to obtain local currency at a cheaper rate than that fixed under the 
Auglo-Persian financial agreement of May 1042. Ultimately, however. the 
point, and it appeared about two 
lable) about 90 per cent. of the gold 


recently been that Iraq dinar notes have been finding their way into Persia, with 
the result that the Government's sterling balances have correspondingly increased. 
In view of the provision in the Anglo-Persian financial agreement that 60 per 
cent, of the increase in sterling balances fram quarter to quarter is to be converted 
by His Majesty's Government into gold, its gold sales in Persia have, for the 
present at least, been discontinued. 


Prospectice Porition. 
14. A fow months after Dr. Millspaugh came to Persia as Administrator: 
ral of the Finances in February 1043, he took over at the request of ‘the 
Persian Government certain economic powers in addition, Thess wore mainly 
(a) the purchase, transport, distribution and rationing of food-stufls and certai 
other goods, (b) prive control, and (c) administration of the Gove 

When the 


n withdrew from their posit 
Not long afterwards he issued 
aiding, kovernce of the 

t considered that he bn 


exceedingly i aga 
the 


agitation a o 
weeks’ dite punctunted by public hada 

‘on other subjects, passed early in January an Act depriv ‘of ix economic 
powers as distinguished from his functions in the Ministry of Finance. They 
did 80, however, without having reucked, or attempted, any conclusion as to how 
these functions should be discharged: but they have now appointed a committee 
(consisting of Persians only) to deliberate on the subject. Some are in favour 
of establishing a new Ministry of Economic Affairs for the purpose; but it is 
to be hoped that this will. not be done since it would be many month befo 
the Ministry would function with anything approaching efficiency. A. better 
solution would be to attach these functions to the Ministry of Commerce td 


advisory authority ; 


15. it this junctore Dr. Millspaugh has stated that unless the Government 
uphold his action in dismissing M. Ibtihaj, he will resign; and a number of his 
ava announced a similar intention. ‘These resignations have been deferred 
present until the issue between the two protagonists has been discusses 

and determined by the Parliament; but it is unlikely that they will decide against 
4 Persian in favour of a foreigner. Nevertheless, Persia is a country devoted, 
perhaps excessively, to compromise; Dr, Millspaugh does not wish, if he can 
avoid it. to leave Persia as the failure which he would be accounted tn be if he 
went at the present time, and he hax not yet made np his mind whether to leave 
or to stay. In view of his defects in temperament it is not desirable that. he 
should remain here much longer; but his presence in the country at a time when 
the financial sitnation is serious and plans for the post-war period are inchoate 
would present certain advantages, especially since if he leaves now the more 
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competent of his American staff may go with him. If he remains for a few 
months (as at any rate M. Ardalan, the Minister of Finance, hopes he will do), 
he will be able to see the end of the current financial year, to present the budget 
for 1945-46; to do something through the American staff to'set the new economic 
‘organisation on its feet; and to prepare the way for the sucoessor from aloud 
who is required if the financial affairs of this unhappy, incompetent aud corrapt 
country are to be administered with any degree of saccese 


EN. Ro TRENTHAM 
Tehran, 30th January, 1945, 





(E 1466/1866 /34) No. 11 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden (Received 28th Pebruary) 


Tehran, 28th February, 1945, 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs has just informed me and iy ‘American 
colleague that the Shah will sign this evening deorve declaring Persin to be in a 
state of war with Japan from the 25th February 
2 The news may be released at noon, Tehran time, 8 hoars 30 G.MLT. 





(E 1801/103/34) No. 12 


Mr. Eden to Sit R. Bullard (Tehran 
(No, 53) heaps 
Foreign Offee, 7th March, 1943 
Ambassador aaked. to see ine this efletnonn, ken head 
nd were most anxious to learh whether there was aly inforine 
sive thea about the Crimen Confereace discussions in elutens to 
heir country. “His Govermiment's anxieties as to Russian Inhartour in nesters 
Porvia continued, and his Goversinent would be greatly relieve it I mould nice 
them any reassurance on the subject 
2. I replied that some reference had been made at Yalla to the position of 
Persia, though not formally at the conference table hor at the meetoen atthe 
three Heads of Governments. My impression was Uhat the Rarsiaws fae dee 
food the concern with which we had watched certain recent developteente ya 
with which we beld to the terms of the Tehran Duclarn 
th the Soviet Government had signed together with the United States 
ment anid the Government of the United "Ringdom. at. Tehran’ inthe 
Antumn of 1843. ‘Though our discussions on the Persian iste had toy saith, 
formal nor lengthy, T had the impression that they had restltad tn rodncel 
Russo-Persian tension. ‘This impression had bee ed to me by a recent 
soessage Thad bad from you 
3." The Ambassador seemed slightly comforted by this inforiation, but 
hinted that there could not he any real easement of the situation while torcton 
armies remained in Persia. I replied that the Ambassador would be ngage they 
ly the terms of the Tehran Agreement the three Great Powers were obliged. te 
withdraw their armies within six months of the end of the dapanese wa aed 
that this date might not now be very far distant. So far-as welwere goncernad 
we were not opposed to. Allied examination to see Whether sume with 
Could not be made before that date. In any event onr policy exaained une 
which was to see a strong and independent Persia, “Th 
ine, bot left still murmuring under his breath: hi sisp 
intentions 
Tam, & 
‘ANTHONY EDEN 











E 2050/31/34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kien —(Received 27th Marek.) 
ge Teh 9h March 98 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 127 of the 20th March, 104, 1 
the honour to transmit herewith a review of the principal events affecting oar 
interests in Persia during 1944. 

“tam ed to” Mr, Lascelles, Lieutenant Colonel Gastro 
Mr, Trentham, Mr. Monypenny, Colonel Pybus, Air Commodore Runciman, 
Me. Somers: Cock eer Ate. Mackenzie, Mr, Simpson, Colonel Robt 
(Military Movements) and Me. Owen (British Council) for contributions to this 
report 

Pes Copies of this despatch are being sent to His M 
in Persia, Hix Majesty's repre Moscow, th 
he Minister Resident in Cairo tical Intelligence Centre, Middl 
— T have, &e 

i, W. BULLARD, 


Enclosure in No. 13. 
Introduction, 

THLE, report for 1043 recorded a stormy and eventful year, at the ead of 
whieh th an ship of state paratively calm 
Wwators. Sorious tribal dinturburives in the south, Lo iy German agents, 
had. been nurvived, though with amall credit to Persia eel 
made, With the belp of the Amorican experts, on the formidable task of bringing 
order out of the chaos of the economic and financial administration, Other 

Tegeneration of the army. 
Faerie, many, and 
Declaration of the United Nations, seemed to have bro 
je of the international, fence 
marticipante in 
the ‘Tehran Conference appeared to have assured for the future her position as 
an independent and sovereign S 

2. "No much major events marked the course of the year 1944 in this country. 
‘Thore were no really serious tribal disorders, No crisis comparable with those 
of the proceding year coourred i the collection and distribution of food supplies. 
For ban half the year the Government wax headed by a man who, though 
neither forceful nor experienced, had at least the distinction, very rare in Persia, 

being honest and patriotic. 

‘3. Nevertheless, it was a year of all-round disintegration, and by the end 
of it the country's prospects of survival were pethaps they had ever 
been before. For this, threo principal causes must bo assigned : Pers 

‘American inexperience and Russian ill-will. Kor the most part 

us holding office thought of nothing but the promotion of their persooal 
interests, and obstructed even auch elementary measures of social reform 
‘as the introduction of an income-tax law. The Majlin, aftor months 
Of wrangling over the credentials of some of its mast suspect members, showed 
Ital ere es honest, coesive an! capable than the circumstances of its election 
might have Jed one to expect. ‘The American economic experts, some of whou 
Were not of a very high calibre and all of whom were constantly thwarted by a 
massed array of vested interests, proved in the main unequal to their task. 
the head of them, Dr. Millspaugh himself spoiled what chance he ever had by 
fa rigidly authoritarian manner, an inability to delegate work, and indulgence 
in a whole series of political indiscretions, s0 that before the year was out he 
hhad become alniost completely discredited and was about to be deprived of a large 
part of his powers. The American military advisers accomplished little, but were 
Inclined to pretend that their allotted task was completed, on the grounds that 
they were not called upon to supervise the execution of such measures as they had 
recommended. The American police adviser died after accomplishing nothing 
fat all, and was not replaced. The American gendarmerie advisers, though able 
‘and invested with wide powers, battled against incredible corruption without 
‘any appreciable sign of headway.-And evidence accumulated on all sides that 
the Russians not only viewed this general deterioration with pleasure, but were 
actively engaed in accelerating its tempo, working mainly through the agency 
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of the Tudeh party and a number of more or less genuine labour organis 

OF the many groups which were bent on stultifying the work of the Millspaugh 
Mission, the ‘Tudeh, whose subservience to the Russians became more and more 
‘open, was by far the most virulent and—by reason of its Soviet-inspired. internal 
discipline—eflective. Innumerable scurrilous newspapers, believed with good 
Feason to be on the Russian pay-roll or supplied with Russian newsprint, 
lunceasingly attacked as '* reactionaries and Fascists "all those, whether Persian 
or foreign, who made any eflort to stop the rot. Seyyid Zia ¢d-Din Tabatabai 
{recently returned to Persia after twenty years’ exile in Palestine), perliaps the 
only politician enjoying sufficient. personal prestige to have the least chance of 
eflecting serious reforms, was the object of their most venomous slander, being 
invariably represented as a British agent. 

4. Throughout the northern ze the Roswiansstendly tightened thin grip 
‘They openly encouraged the separatist tendencies endemic in Azerbaijan. ‘The 
constantly interfered with the attempts of the Persian police and local troops ti 
preserve law and order. They refused to allow the Persian Government to 
Gespaich additional troops to the unruly Kurdish areas on the Turkial frontier. 
‘They obliged the local governors to expel Persians hostile to the Tudeh, 
presence, if not their active policy, prevented the northern provinces—by 
ichest in the whole of Persia—from contributin 
country’s economic prosperity 

Even outside *"their '" zone the Russians were guilty of exte 
Although towards the beginning of the year they 
final refusal to pay cu dives on. impo bods, they 
maintained their refusal to allow Persian custome officials to check, of even to 
see, the goods imported. They demanded cash down for all aalen to the 
Government, bot were most dilatory in paying for their own purchases. Having 
originally obliged the Persian Government to xupply munitions and small arme 
without any discussion of prices, they eventually consented to pay on terms which 
involved the Persinn ‘definite Jowe—and, even on that unfavou 
id only: a y 
the arrangements 
ls, some of Wh 
Unsaleable—arrangements. wh 
‘ectimated at 250 million riale—they effectively hampered his ttompts to 
financial and economic reforms in the northern zone by refusing of delaying tho 
Sheet of pantor'to bis ensioanta’: Moreover, thay ed sit ride to snarttonte 
ft such prices and on such a scale as to promote inflation, nnd one commodity 
they sold, viz,, sugar, must have been rendered surplus to Soviet needs by 
Jease-lond' supplies if it was not actually, as some informants believe, Jeane lent 
sugar repacked in Soviet wrappers. They flouted the Americ 
Fond transport into essential chaninels by tring Tra 
Srganisation) for unlicensed commercial transport bus 
without the northern zone. They ignored Persian“ catotage'* 
rating unlicensed Russian aircraft on a commercial basis on iteroal Persian 
lines. In short, their economic policy, no leas than their political influence, wis 
uniformly indifferent to Persian sovereignty and prejudicial to the country’s 
welfare . i 

6. Towards the end of the year, it is true, the Russians considerably over: 
reached themselves by putting forward a categorical demand for the immediate 
Brant of extensive oil concessions the terms of which were to be discunsed th 
After, and this demand, backed by a most violent campaign of intimidation, 
Galvanised even the moribund Persian body politic into 4 positive reaction and 
some show of national solidarity. But nothing, unfortunately, led one to suppose 
that they would not have succeeded immediately had they employed slightly loss 
lumay tactics: or that they would not ultimately achieve theit object by sapping 
Methods. Soviet exploitation of the North Persian oil would unquestionably 
Spell the end of real Persian sovereignty in what is already known—inaccurately 
bat not without canse—as ‘the Russian zone"; and once these rich northern 
Provinces had been virtually detached the independence and integrity of Persia 
Would be past praying for. Despite the categorical nature of the Tehran 
Declaration concerning Persia, it is not too much to say that, in the light of all 
the local Russian activities diring the year under review, the disintegration of 

sia as a national entity appeared to be the Kremlin's long-term objective. ‘Nor 
is it possible, for anyone acquainted with the Soviet system an Soviet practice 
{o comfort himself with the theory of a loca policy inefficiently controlled by 
foscaw. s 
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70. From the point of view of the conduct of tie war, the close of the year 
saw one very importait development: with the opening of the Black Sea. route, 
Persia, would alorily ceuso. to be a chanel for’ the supply to Russia of any 
ippresiable. quantities of Allied war material except-aviation spirit Even 
aPRiion spite would possibly cease to be sent to Mussia across Persia after 
June 143 and the main justification for the presence in Persia of Allied troops 
ravens otber than those tontiguous with the southern oilfields would thereby be 
Temoved. But His Majesty's Goverment considered that British troops could 
bal be withdrawn part pasrw. with the withdrawal of the Russian forces; and 
altho et the presence of these forces was probably not essential to the realisation 
of the: political objective ee above—for which, et ¥ coe 

icblscites and "spontaneous "” popular appeals was 

a arse action the fave off it very little prospect citing 

the Russians to-evacuate promptly any. part of the rich areas of Persia which 
they had made so nearly’ their own. 

8 rhroughout the year the weight of Russian pressure was such that 
“Anglo-Persian relations were largely conditioned. by it. There was no cause of 
dineit friction of the slightest importance. . Barring one or two minor incidents, 
the comparatively few British troops in the country behaved admirably. British 

litary intervedtion in Persian affairs was as unobtrusive as the protection of 
itary [ Mnterests allowed, and. was indeed scarcely. perceptible outside. the 
vilfields area, except in regard to the internment of undesirables. His Majesty's 
Embassy, it is Leue lent. their full moral mph to the unpopular Millspaugh 
Mission, though towards the end Dr, 4 illspaugh's indiscretions made it 
Inpomible to continue to mupport him personally; but the disinterested character 
isle. motives for. doing #0 aioukd be self-evident, Active pro-German 
Hympathies automatically waned a the tide of war turved more and mo 
ngly in our favour, British officers, seconded for service under the Persi 
tumiistention, played a useful part in grain collection und the organisation of 
transport local persounel of the Middle Bast. Supply Centre—mainly 
Brith during the greater part of the year-—were manifestly out to afford the 
Haximum of help to Persia within the limita impose by world shortages and 
shipping, difficulties 

Feit might be supposed that, siuce in all these and many other ways we 
compared so favourably with the Russians, there would have teen a marked 
witg of Persian sentiment towards us. That this was not at all obviously the 
wns tue to the fact that cowardice, moral and physical, i¢ an outstanding trait 
tthe Persian character, Probably most, Persians realised in their heart of 
ar arts how tavourable the comparison Was to ua; but very fow were prepared to 
Uigplease the Rusttana by shaping their words and actions accordingly. Vanity, 
siepiver. in next only to cowardice in the Persian make-up, and the national 
faint ie comenuently to ascribe all the country’s shortcomings and misfortunes 
Uo foreign inteterence, Critics of the Ris ranger the 
Hritish fad to crve as scapegoats: and a large proportion of the Persian press 

Tf Brits policy, This was true not only of the newspapers 
led or subsidised by the Russians, bat also of a good many 
Persian, interneos, for example, there was much 
h, while the equal’ responsibility 
In tribal matters it wax the san 
story: the duct operations against the southern 
tribes with he stated abuve, they were hot 
allowed by the Rus ‘the north; yet the press 
frely accused the British imperialists ” of & i inations in 
{reel ith and earefally abstained from all criticism of the Soviet attitude. 
toe ue that the Persian press (which boasts upwards of seventy papers in Tebran 
Hine) exists largely on blackmail and is not genuinely representative of Persian 
Pulli¢ opinion, “Since, however, itis almost the sole purveyor of information to 
Tae public ie influence ie by 1 means negligible, and it woul be a mistake, to 
Hee at: ftnimportant for the future the fact that. during all the year under 
diviawe, bat particularly towards the end of it, Anglo-Persian relations were 
{prouly distorted in the mirror of the local press 

9 In one important respect this fur lamental dishonesty of the Persians 
in their attitude towards their two principal allies brought upon them an early 
retribution. Although His Majesty's Government had obviously suffered much 
Innuyance from the wrong headed nationalism of Reza Shah, many Persians 
‘continned to foster the belief—at once pleasing to the Russians and soothing to 
Font iet Gonal vanity--that the tyrant had been maintained in power by: the 
Persian may had only disearded their puppet at long Jast under the strese of 
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cireumstances beyond their control. ‘The manifest incapacity of the Persians to 
govern themselves in the post-Reza period was, ascribed, under this convenien 
theory, to the-after-eflects of the.ex-Shah's tyranny, and hence to. the British. 
In particular, the press never tired of denouncing the alleged greed of the 
Anglo Iranian Oil Company (which is in fact the main source of the,country’s 
Wealth) and of asserting that Reza Shah's attack on the company’s former con- 
Gession had heen a put-up job. When, therefore, the Russians demanded of the 
Persian Government the immediate grant of an oil concession without, prior 
discussion of its terms, and pretended that in doing so they. were only asking 
for parity with the British, it was impossible for the Persians to retort, as they 
night otherwise have done, that the British concession had. been properly 
negotiated and freely accorded. This lesson to liars was, however, small consola. 
tion to the British victims of the lie, since the resultant weakening of the Persian 
‘ase was by no means in British interests 

10. Sunwe the Russians became our Allies in 1941, loyalty has damped down 
criticism of Soviet. Russia to such an extent that, the. foregoing. paragraphs, 
which consist largely of a catalogue of Russian misdemeanours, might 
Impression of prejudice. The attempt to avoid giving such. an. impress 
honever, heen sadly hampered by the facts. The purpose of an annual revi 
this sort fe to record safient events and obverved tendencies; and in Pe 
Actions of the Russians have always been of paramount importance. . It would 
have been almost a relief to have been able to record one of two resoundin 
British misdemeanours in order to give a semblance of balance and objectivity, 
Pith misdemeanor ren cat intractable. British policy, propaganda 
and action'in Persia during the year under review—-and, indeed, throughout the 
Hani ia ae earnk ve Yoon monotonously wnimpeachable, and. strictly 
Joyal to our Soviet ally, 

TL. It is indeed probable that the Soviet authorities, to whom suspicion is 
second nature, entertain the deepest sapicions of Hritsh policy hia coy 
‘Dut unless we are to hark back for ever to.“ interventio fier the Inst war we 
fan only, fegard. their suspicions as we regard some of their actions, ae 
farior to explain than to justify. When a Soviet, Ambassador, in 
Giscussing a foancial claim fora fey hundred pounds which a Panamanian 
woold settle out of shame, uses the meanness and effrontery of a fraudulent 
Iunkeupt. our realisation of the fact that he may be feeling ‘the breath 

he N.K.V_D. hot on his neck leads us to understand bis attitude but 
hardly to consider it either honourable or fair, ‘This embaray hax deprecated 
certain amall British indiscretions committed since the occupation, not becanse 
Yee thought that reasonable men would be justified in thinking them hostile, but 
because we know that men who live in constant danger of being liquidated pn 
‘suspicion cannot themselves be good judges of straightforward conduct. To only 
fine inatance--the aerodrome onstruction mentioned in the section entitled 
* Soviet Interests" could it be reasonably held that our action gave good gro 
fone eal che eeiapa demane asl conceaion in tho north because ty 
observetl with suspicion our attempts to obtain one in the south! Tt may be 
but the suspicion is thereby merely explained not justified, To an important 
extent Russia owes her salvation during this war to oil supplies from the Anglo- 
Tranian Oil Company, whether «ent to Russia or employed in Persia in the 
transport of other forms of aid; and the whole record of the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company contradicts the allegation that His Majesty's Government exploit 
British-held oil concessions for unfair political ends Moreover, if suspicion had 
been the sole motive for the Russian action, the Soviet Government should have 

WM satisfied once that action had ruled out the grant of a concession to the 
British, even to the Americans during the war. Do the Russians suspect us of 
intriguing with the southern tribes against the Central Government ! ‘The Soviot 
inspired Persian press has much to say on this subject; yet. whereas we in the 
south permit and even facilitate the Central Government's disarmament opera. 

ions im tribal territory, they in Azerbaijan do nothing of the kind. Do t 

Russians resent the extent and success of our war-time propaganda ia Persia! 
No doubt they do: bot they know it to be coocerned mainly with the winning 
Of the war and strictly loyal to them. Our publicity has given to the Soviet 
War effort a share of recognition and eulogy which makes a handsome showing 

ide the nngenerous attempt obvious in almost every namber of every Savict 
Howspaper to tinimise the British and American part in the war. OuF Public 
Ralations Bureau has tried to deaw Persian doctors into contact with British, 
American and other foreign medical men. Do the Russians consider these purely 
‘medical activities as warranting the appointment as head of the Soviet hospital 
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of a man who is known from several sources to have mysterious political functions, 
who is apparently behind student troubles atthe medical school which have 
resulted ina lock-out; and who recently suggested to a Persian general the 
formation of a mainly inilitary Government which should be not merely. pro- 
Russian but Isi of suspicion that officers of the Persian 
Air Force are being trained in England?) ‘The Soviet Army might have trained 
considerable number of Persian officers in the use of tanks and aircraft if they 
had not attached to the offer conditions which not even Persians could accept 
But the Soviet case was given away when the Soviet Government accused His 
Majesty's Government of hostility to them in the matter of the oil concession. 
‘This siccusation i based in port an the appearance in the British press of 
articles which mildly attempted to do justice to the Persian case when the 
Russians, not’ satisfied with sending forth a stream of falsehoods and abuse 
against the Persian Government, had through their section of the tripartite 
ceorship in Tehran stopped ll messnges from foreign correspondents in Febran 
which ran counter to the Russian thesis; and. in part on our own protest against 
the violation of the censorship charter by the Russians in the suppression of 
telegrams despatched by the Persian Prine Minister to Persia 
missions abroad, From this it became clon that to obviate Soviet 
must connive at and even facilitate anything, however nofariods, which the 
Russians might think important to thelr interests, The test will come when we 
suggest to che Rivssians that the time has arrived for the foreign troops to 
evacuate most if riot nll of the parts af Persian territory where they are at present 
stationed. "There are indications that they will stay until the Intest porsible 
moment, i months after the cewation of hostilities with Japan. This 
would leave Russian troops established throughout the north during the election 
if those are held at the time preserihed by the Constitution: and we know from 
the Soviet Ambassador, ax reported hy Me. Averell Harriman, that he intends to 
ee, #0 far ns he can, that the elections go the right way. The Russinn-inapired 
press has already found a pretext for the retention of the foreign troops. in 
Persia a8 long oie: vir: that theit withdrawal would nee’ HeGente Perec 
would leave hor at the mercy of onteide, iv, British, influences, as in Reza 
s time. Undoubtedly the great Russian grievance against Resa Shah wae 
that he suppressed subversive tendencies, since those were all Russian tenden 


Negotiations for Vil Concessions 
(A) British aud American, 


12._ During the greater part of the year representatives of the Shell group, 
of the Standard Vacuum Company, and (romewhat later in the field) of the 
American Sinclair Y Wore ih competition for oil concessions over an exten. 
sive area of South Persia, Overt Anglo-American rivalry being undesirable, it 
was agreed atau carly stage between Hin Majesty's Goverment and the United 
States Government that neither should exert pressure on the Persian Government 
in favour of its nationals, Hix Majesty's Embassy afforded unobtrusive support 
10 the Shell representative within: the limite of the instructions laid down by 
the Foreign Ollice, which were to go no further than was usual on behalf of 
reputable British interest and no further than the United States Embaney 
‘Tho quality of the latters support ofthe American oll net ey to be 
considerably more active and ostentatious—for a time the United States Embassy 
carried an oil attaché on its stafl—than the Anglo-American understanding had 
led the Foreign Office to expect; and His Majesty's Embassy were therefore 
instructed in September to afford more active support on their side should the 
need for prompt intervention arise. Actually, however, all parties had 
down at an earlier stage in a quagmire of Persian suspicion and procrastination 
in which diplomatic support counted for little 

13. There was, indeed, some excuse: for the Persian Government's pro 
erastination, since they were totally ignorant of the technicalities involved. "On 
De. Millspaugh’s recommendation, therefore, they eventually agresd. to’ seek 
the assistance of two American experts, Messrs, Hoover and Cortice, who repre 
sented a firm with a hitch repatation for supplying foreign Goveriments with 
disinterested technical advice on oil matters. These gentlemen arrived in July, 
and within a few weeks had presented the Persian Government with the results 
of their study of the competing offers. The Persian Government thereupon 
formed a conimittee of their own to examine the whole question: but adiied 
constantly to its numbers; as time went on, in response to the suspicions reactions 


a 


of the Majlis and in the vain endeavour to cover themselves from every angle 
of fire. ‘The committee, in these circumstances, made very little progress. 

14. It should be noted, in view of the subsequent developments, that the 
Persian press and public as a whole, despite some disparaging talk of "" con- 
cession-hunters,"” did not appear ta be opposed in principle to the grant of 
foncessions to an American or British firm. The suspicions voiced were chiefly 
to the effect that M. Saed's Government could not he trusted to extract for the 
country’s benefit the maximum advantage which the occasion offered. This was, 
in fact, no more than the inevitable reaction of those not in olfice, who scented 
hig, money and were distressed at the thought of the pickings going into other 
Pockets than theirs. Nevertheless, there appeared to be a general realisation of 
the political advantages which would accrue from increasing the stake in Persia 
cither of Great Britain or of the United States—particularly the latter, Brondly 
Speaking, only the Tudeh, obviously acting at the behest of the Soviet Embassy, 
opposed in principle the grant of nay concession; demanding both in the Majli« 
‘and in its newspapers that nove should be granted antl, the war over and Allied 
Sroops withdrawn, Persia was left mistress inher own hous. ‘This demand 
was to prove embarrassing both to the Tudeh itself and to its masters when, 
& fow weeks later, the Soviet Government demanded the immediate grant of 
‘an oil concession in the north; and it seems to show that’ the Russians, while 
inclined at first merely to try to prevent their Allies from obtaining. oil 
Soncessions in an area of no commercial interest to themselves, awoke with a 
‘surprising suedenness to the realisation of their own pressing. need for Persian oll 


(B) Russian 
The crisis precipitated by the Russian demand inevitably deprived the 
sh and American companies of all further proxpect of obtaining concessions 
fe, Soviet Deputy Commirsar for Forviga Affairs, who arrived. in 
‘September, complained to the Shah barely a fortnight Jater that 
wernment were being alow in responding to his demand for an 
‘extensive oil concnmsion in the north; adding that his Government were ol satin, 
fied with Soviet-Persian relations, and that on the economic side the future of 
these relations might depend on tho Persian reply... Five days later he announces, 
‘an interview given to a local newspaper, that the demand had xen thade on 
bis arrival. According to M. Sned, whom there is no reason. to disbelieve, the 
Persian Government had not even had ax Jong. as this to consider the question in 
teerot, for M. Kavtaradzo bad begun by mentioning-only the relatively insiguif 
fant Khurian oil area (to which im point of fact the Rowians had n shadowy 

but not wholly imaginary claim). 

16. ‘The major demand, ax eventually put forward, was for exploring rights 
over almost the whole of North Persia during a period of five yeats, and. there 
After for a concession covering a maximum of well oyer Iwo-thitds of that aten 
This, even, in the exploratory, poriod, would. havo given. the Ru ‘ample 
Qkportunities for continuing the subversion of Persian authority ina region 
Where the process had already been carried far. But the Persian Government 
wore asked, in addition, to signify their consent. without any discussion of terms 

17. M. Kavtaradze’s statement to the press, which naturally caused wide. 
spread alarm, was immediately followed up by an agitation i Ue local Soviet, 
Controlled newspapers. The Persian Government, howover, stood their ground, 
and M. Kaviaradze was informed towards the middle of October that i 
arly in the preceding month, decided to grant no oil concessions whil 
Insted. This action was taken after a secret session 
hhad been almost unanimously approved. 
embarrassed by the fact. thal 
togard to the British and Am 
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‘ned immediately: berame 

Russian-conirolled press,  Novertheloss 

ismay, gradually hardened; and on the 

Minister justified his action before a Majlis which was 
slearly in 

19. The Russians thereupon gave 

transport of grain by rail within 

raphic comm: 
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Persian Government were severed. M. Saed himself, of course, had hy this time 
become a" fascist” of the deepest dye. A particalarly disquieting feature of 
Soviet-inspired comment, in view of the general attitude of the Soviet’ wolf 
towards the Persian lamb, was to the effect that the Persian Government had 
been the first to violate the spirit of the Tripartite Treaty of alliance by obstruct- 
ing the passage of supplies to Russia. In a second press interview, M. Kavtaradze 
alleged that Minister had originally signified his complete agreement 
ind, only to go back on it later. Apart from the fact that 
‘egorically denied by M. Saed, it is inconceivable that that honest but 
timorous man, who had for months past been badgered by the Majlis and the 
press in regard to the British and American eoncession-seckers, should have 
committed himself immediately in regard to the far more disquieting demand 
from the Russians, whom he knew well from long years of service in the Soviet 
U 

2, On the 27th October there was a Tudeh demonstration in Tehran, 
accompanied by arnied Russian troops in lorries; and this was followed hy similar 
domonsteations at Tabriz, Resht, Isfahan and’ Sultanabad. At Tabriz, where 
one man was killed and several were wounded during an attempt to rush the 
police headquarters, the Russians prevented the police and military from dealing 
with the mob, and had the commanding officer expelled at twenty-four hours’ 
notice. Public opinion, however, was hardening more and more against them, 
‘and the Persian Government were emboldened to enforce the existing prohibition 
on atrect gatherings, M. Saed issued a full reply to M, Kavtaradze’s second 
press statemont, and this further strengthened the public reaction. The 
Russians grossly’ abused their censorship powers to prevent the Persian Govern 
ment's case from reaching the outside world (or even the Persian diplomatic 
reprontatives abroad), and passed only the accounts of Persian public sentiment 
which had been fabricated by their own dependents. But the real facts gradually 
filtered through, and the Russians were consequently obliged to shift their ground 
by attacking M. Sued lom for hix refusal to grant the concession, than for his 

alleged desire to upset Pet iet relations generally and to convert Pet 
into bare for fascist aggression ugainst the Soviet Union. By the beginning 
‘of November, indeed, the Russians were rumoured to be prepared to drop the 
domand for a concesion; and as though to mark the détente they restored grain 
doliveries by rail and adopted a relatively restrained attitude in regard to the 
censorship af pron: messager. But M, Saed, in hin new and vaguer role of fascist 

‘wan attacked with ever increasing virulence. The Memcow 

it completly fal accounts of nation-wide popular protests agai 
his administration; and preparations for a further Tudeh demonstration in 
‘Tehran chiged the Government to occupy the party’ heady to detain 
some of its leaders for a few hoars. ‘The Prime Minister was simultaneously 


Informed “by the Russians, through intermediaries that if “he revigned 
M Rann would depart and the demand for an oil concession would be 
dropped 
PO. M. Sued ad for some time past bre. very willing to ge, bt had been 
t 


persuaded by the Shah and the Majlis to stay. By now. however, the strain 
wad become intolerable; and on the 10th November the Shah, fearing lest the 
Russians should resort to extreme measnnes stich as the acceleration of the 
separatist movement in Azerbaijan, accepted the resignation of a man who tad 
become almost a national hero. 

‘22. OF the new Government formed after some delay by his successor, 
M, Bayat, it need only be said here that they maintained during the rest of the 
year the stand which M, Saed had taken. "The Russians had na doubt hoped 
that M Bayat, warned by the fate of his predecessor and with no great repatation 
for honesty or patriotism to maintain, would prove more amenable. But, if sa, 
they reckoned withoat the Majlis and the popular resentment which their actions 
had aroused. On the 2nd December a Hill was tabled by Dr. Musaddiq, and 
passed immediately, which made it Megal for any Persian Government to grant 
aan oil concession to any foreign government or company, and imposed on the 
Government the duty of informing the Majlis of any discussions that, might 
take place concerning the sale of oil ar the mothod of exploiting and administer- 
ing the country's oll resources. Confronted suddenly with this Bill, the 
democrat ier of which was undeniable, the Tudeh were completely taken 
aback, and were not given time to collect their wits or discuss it amongst them- 
selves. ‘The Russians subsequently asserted that the Bill had been forced through 
the Majlis nnconstitutionally, but this is untrue; the use of the double-nrgency 
procedure is entirely constitutional and by no means uncommon, and the Bill 
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was passed by a large majority. ‘There is no doubt whatever that it « 
the wishes of the Persian people as a whole. An attempt, made immediately 
after the passage of the Bill, by a deputy. who owed his seat to Russian influence, 
to introduce another cancelling the cancession of the Iranian Oil Compa 
was dropped for lack of a single backer, although in previous debates uri 
the crisis Dr. Musaddiq himself’ had sharply criticised the compat 

23. M. Kavtaradze left Persia on the 9th December, having previously 
informed the Prime Minister of his Government's displeasure at the new oil law, 
which, be said, the Majlis would do well to reconsider. The Russians continued 
Aill the end of the year (and after it) to agitate in this sense by all the innumerable 
‘means at their disposal, and made it quite clear that they were far from regard 
ing the matter as closed. The Tudeh became, if not more influential, at least 
very muck more active, the Soviet-controlled newspapers more abusive and out 
spokenly anti-British. ' There were several further demonstrations in the North, 
including ove at Shahi in which lives were lost and the police were thwarted and 
publicly humiliated by the Russians in the now customary manner. M. Saed, 
living thankfully in completely inactive retirement, continued to be attacked with 
fas much forvcity as though he had concluded « military alliance with Hitler him 
self. So too did Seyyid Zia, who was accused by the Russians—apparently. with. 
‘ut the slightest. justification—of having inspired and rushed. through 
Dr. Musaddiq's Bill in collaboration with M. Sued and at the behest of his fascist 
masters (scilicet the British), Both, if the Russian chorus had had its way, would 
have been arraigned for treason, ‘The Seyyid retorted, indeed, with a vigorous 
fiublicindictinent of Soviet methods, which caured a considerable stir and enhanced 
is prestige. (In it, incidentally, he made the telling point that the 
insistence on the need for a.“ protective belt” in North Persia against poten 
fascist enemies was virtually identical with the Nazi clamour for Lebensraum.) 
But his chances of coming to power in the more or less immediate future wore 
undoubtedly lessened by these violent Soviet attacks, It is not difficult to conduct 
& war of nerves in Persia, and at the end of the year the whole country 
state of apprehension bordering on panic. 4 

24 ‘The Russians, in fact, had not retired from the field 
Tru, they had not obtained the horth Persian oil; but it ix vory do 
they needed it for other purposes than the subversion of Persian 
the deflection of a part of the Bakw output from post-war 
to competition with Great Britain and America in forvign markets. Thoy had, 
however, acquired something which ix often more useful to a great and 
Unserupiilous Power = a permanent '' grievance value.” Ax Jong ax any Persian 
Government maintained the stand adopted by M. Saed's adm 
ho other stand was compatible with the preservation of Pe 
Integrity—At could te bullied and blackguarded as reactionary and Fascist, 
Fejecting the proflered hand of Soviet friendship in the interests of a foreign 
clique. “If the withdrawal of Allied (roops ani table post-war deflation 
brought aboot unemplo they were hound to do—that would 
be the criminal fault of Thad rejected a charitable Russi 
scheme for providing employment, Furthermore, the denial to the Russians of 
fan ail concession was in itself in the way of the prompt withdrawal 
‘of Allied troops: for nent that dented the Russians * parity in 
oil matters w "already old to the Iatter and committed to a 
“re-establishment dictatorship tinder foreign tutelage” once the field 
was clear? To abandon the Persian people to such unprincipled masters would 
be a positive betrayal 

25. These and many similar themes were being tirelessly developed in the 
Soviet-controlled press towards the end of the year. ‘The 8, by th 
clumsy brutality during the oft crisis, may have lost a good many genuine Pers 
Sdmirers: but they had got a very neat dovble-nelzon on all future Persian 

Iministrations that evinced the slightest independence of spirit. 

26. The theme of the “* denial of parity "” having been constantly developed, 
Not only in the Soviet-controlled Persian. press but alo in Russian official state: 
Ments and in the Soviet Government's correspondence with His Majesty's 
Government, it is worth pointing out that this theme is fallacious on at least 
three counts: none of which, however, is easy to handle in public. In the first 
blace, while it is troe that His Majesty's Government own a controlling financial 
interest in the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, they do not run the company-as a 
fovernmental organisation nor use it as a stalking-horse for the subversion of 
Persian authority. Any Soviet company exploiting the North Persian oil would. 
‘on the other hand, be simply and solely a Soviet Government organisation; and 
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would, ax such, promote by every means the subversive policy! which: that 

Goverinment has already carried #0 far in North Persia through other agencies. 

This is a fundamental difference of which the Persians themselves are fully 
ware, though they cannot afford to mention it publicly, 

27. The second main difference is this: The original Anglo-Tranian Oil 
‘Company concession was freely negotiated on a commercial basis and under-no 
threat of coercion; the present concession was, it is true, negotiated. in 
Atmosphere of crisis, but the crisis had been brought about by Ween Shab greedy 
‘violation of a legally valid contract, and resulted in a new concession considerably 
ore favourable to Persia than the original. In so far as the ‘* parity "’ whicl 
the Russians claimed was genuinely commercial, not political, the Persians were 
‘no more called pon to grant it than they would have been to grant the British 
(Gr the: Chinese) "x concession balancing. the former: Raman faberes af: the 

Saspian littoral, In commercial matters a foreign Power may fairly claim 
‘equality of opportunity to obtain concessions (and this the Russians had bad), 
but not, of course, equality of advantage with every other successful competitor. 
In 40 far us tho parity claimed wax in reality political (which the Russians do 
not and eannot admit in terms), the demand for it could only imply their sudden 
detormination—after a" disequilibriui "lasting more than forty years and in 
tho midst of a war in which Great Britain was their ally—to counteract the 
static influence of that ally in the territory of « third party. Unfortunately, as 
explained above, the Persians are debarred from using this valid argument by 
reason of the past mendacity of some of them and the credulity of others. They 
have too long stifled the conciousness of their own futility by declaring that the 
late Shah, anu British puppet, staged the crisis of 1933 at the bebest of hix 
instore. 

28, Thore remains, however, a third point of dissimilarity which can 
scarcely be dismissed as unimportant » whatover may_be said or believed of the 
circumstances attending the grant of the Anglo-Franian Oil Company's present 
concension, it was cortainly not granted without prior discussion and settlement 

the financial terms, Tho Russians have attempted to dlispore of this awkward 
int by protondisig that M. Kavtaradze was empowered to offer‘ very 
favonratile and profitable terms.” Tf he was, he made no wwe of his powers... He 
offered no term whatsoovor, and he himself stated at the press. interview 
referred to aboye that the discussion as to the currency in which payment would 
he made wax to take place after the concessions had teen obtained, and the 
oral tenor of his is at that interview makew it clear that what the 


favourable; they forced. the 
‘anal arm without: 
which involved the Persian Treasury in considerable Jons. 

20. The Persian case eventually secured some support from His Majesty 
Government and the United States Government. On the Sad November Hi 
Majesty's Amb Moscow nddrosed written tepresentations 
M. Molotov. poin His Majesty's Government. were far, from 
‘contesting the right of the Soviet Government to seek a concession in North Persin, 
they considered that the Persian Government had the right to refuse, and they 
themselves had consequently accepted. the Persian Government's decision to grant 
no further oil concessions till after the war, To coerce the Persian Government 
would not, they considered, be in accordance with the Tripartite Treaty and the 
‘Tehran Declaration, 

‘30. This communication did not specifically ask for » reply. and_none 
was received during the crisis. At about the same time the United States 
Ambassador made representations which are unclerstood to have been on broadly 
similar lines. Oral representations were also made ton member of the Soviet 
Embassy in London on the 18th November. As it'was decided jn the first instanco 
not to inform the Persians that any representations had een made on their 
behalf, and as it was a long time before the British press nnd the British Broad 
casting Corporation began to give a reasonably balanced account of the dispute, 
ML. Saed was not aware for many weeks of the extent to which his attitude had 
tho moral support of the British and American Governments: and in these 
circumstances it was all the mote creditable that he and his colleagues should 
have stood up s0 well to Russian intimidation. The British and American 
representations may, however, have served to prevent the Russians from resorting 
to even more violent measures. 
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1, It was not till the 29th December that the Soviet Government replied, 
through. their embassy in London, to the representations of His Majesty's 
Government. ‘Their reply, an unsatisfactory document containing several gross 
mis-statements of fact and a reference to Soviet public opinion which His 
Majesty's Government were probably not expected to take seriously, reproached 
His Majesty's Government with the “* unfavourable attitude” they had adopted 
i regard to the ofl negotiations. and ended with an ominous reassertion, of 
M. Kaytaradze’s warning to M. Bayat that the oil law of the 2nd December 
(described ‘a “‘resolution"” unconstitutionally adopted) “ought to be 
reconsidered 


Suggested Withdrawal of British Forces from Persia, 
82 In connexion. with the Soviet oil dispute, His Majesty'’s, Embassy 
led_to the Foreign Office that the possibility should be considered of 
Withdrawing British Forces, at least from Tehran, as soon as aid to Russia 
Was diverted from Persia. ‘There were complications, ¢,g., the arrangement. to 
‘end aviation spirit from Abadan to the Soviet Union until the middle of 1945 
‘and the fact. that the presence of the Royal Air Fon in Tehran enabled the 
British authorities concerned to maintain their connexion with the Persian Air 
Force and aircraft factory, to supply the necessary technical services for the 
British Airways line to Tehran. On the other hand, withdrawal offered several 
advantages. if the British evacuated Tehran, the Sovict authorities must either 
lo the same or expose themselves as less considerate than the British; the evacu- 
tion of Tehran by the foreign troops would in itself strengthen the Persian 
etument. if the touchiness of the Soviet authorities was due in part to the 
Mispicion of British motives (as it probably was) an offer on our part to evacuate 
rap, and perhaps other places, might help to calm them down, even if at 
Aint they di attribute the ofr t6 a wih to,remove Soviet Influence from, the 


Soviet Interests. 
‘33. The post of Soviet Ambarsador in Persia, which had been vacant several 
‘Bonths, was filled in Janvary by M_ Constantin Afikhaitoy, but ho left Persia 
; ontensibly for medical treatment, and did not return. It is thought. be 
‘Was removed in disgrace hecause the Persian Government refused to accept the 
fonditions attached to the offer ainde by Marshal Stalin to the 
hat the Tehran Conference. ‘The Persian Prime Minister saw the ambassa- 
dor the day after the refusal wax made and he found him Jooking “like.& man 
[to death," yet maintaining that he was perfectly well. ‘The British 
hd American Embassies found him cold and jour and did not rogret 
is departure. M. Mikhailov wax succeeded by the former chargé d'affaires, 
fi, Maximoy. who is an oid Persian hand and a clever intriguer, but is human, 
‘@ sense of humour and can be teased into taking routine action... The change, 
ult behaviour of the Soviet 


ie year.” The Zabedany-Kermann and. Zabedan-Ateahod. roads are still 
Maintained, though they too are no longer needed for sending supplies 

i¢ Soviet Union, It seems that the work begun ou the aerodromes. when 

the Germans were in the Caucasus was:continued with a view to their eventual 
i, in fact, the most. direct route between 


36. The Soviet authorities attempted to develop cultural activities in the 
fourse of the year, but did not make very much. pi In, February. the 
‘Wauguration ceremony was held of a Committee for Soviet-Persian Cultural 
Relations, of which the Persian Prime Minister and Soviet Ambassador are 
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hotiorary presidents, In the course of the spring the society issued some impres- 
sive statutes, but its sole activity in the course of the year was to organise classes 
for learning Russian, (There is considerably less demand for Russian culture 
than for British cultare, and this perhaps intensifies Russians suspicions of us.) 


Soviet-sponsored “* Union of Polish Patriots.” 

7. The Soviet-sponsored “ Union of Polish Patriots" set up an office in 
Tehran carly in the year and began to angle for support among the Polish 
refugees, using as bait the offer to allow them to rejoin their relations in Russia 
or to communicate with them and send them parcels. ‘The Polish Legation told 

ty's Embassy that these blandishments would not have much effect, 

since one taste of the Soviet ‘* Paradise ” was enough for most of the refugees 
however much they loved their families. ‘The Polish Legation’s prophesy proved 
ceorreet 

"38. ‘Tho Union of Polish Patriots succeeded, however, in being a nuisance 
lo His Majesty's Eimbassy, since their written and radio propaganda’ was lial 
to censorship by the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Censorship, and the censoring of their 
material by tho British section led to difhoulties with the Soviet section 


Anglo-Soviet-Persian Censorehip. 
39. Tn this, as in so many other matters, the year 104 maw a regrettable 
reversion to. type on the part of the local Soviet representatives. The so-called 
‘Tripartite Censorship Commission (in reality an Anglo-Soviet organisation with, 
a Persian sleeping partner) functioned smoothly enough ns long ax Russia wax 
in desperate need af the support af het Alties, Censorship was confined. to its 
legitimate »phero—the suppression of material damaging to Allied war interests 
But in the spring of the year under review the Soviet section of the commission 
suddenly began, to exercise a rigid ideological censorship, ond suppreerd lange 
quantitios of English newspapers and books, including standard works stich ax 
Pen Le Fisher's Hivtory 0) Rerope.. Under the terms of the commission's 
‘charter, each of the three ws had the right to conden material which it 
Judged to be— 
"detrimental to the interests of Persia or the Allies, such as giving 
away Slate ot War secrets, or spreading anti-Allied propaganda; and 
‘any message likely to woaken the political or economie strength of 
Allied Governments, ot to prejudice their friendly relations” 


Bat provision was also mado for close co-ordination between the three sections 
and “hence, by natural implication, for the exchange of all necessary 
oxplanations ‘The British section, therefore, while not disputing the right of 
{ts Russian counterpart to act as it had done, attempted to obtain reasoned 
explanations of ite action, No explanations in the leant naiafacory or detail 
wore ever forthcoming The truth ix probably that the Russian section, true to 
Soviet political pripeiples, considered, wholesale suppression a» laudable and 
natural action, fron the performance of which it had only refrained in the past 
Iwi to the necessity for ncommodaing yalnble Ali. Some of the suppres 
British tnatorial was indeed critical of Soviet affairs in varying degrees; but 
for the most part the criticism was not only fair, but also extremely mild fae 
morn xo than the habitual tone of the Soviet press in regard to the Western 
‘Alliog. For example, one British newspaper which the Soviet section eondemned-— 
at m moment when the Soviet press wax mort critical of the Westera Allies for 
their failure wo establish a so-called Second Front—merely pointed out that the 
aplendid Russian victories had teen to. some extent facilitated by Anglo- 
American air attacks on German industrial targets. Morvover, it waa clear 
that the Soviet section, in its new-fonnd zeal for Stakhanovite methods. had 
taken to the regular suppression of certain British publications out of hand, 
without troubling to examine their contents. 

40, The Tussians unfailingly suppressed all, British war maps, which 
showed the re-1990 frontiers of Eastern Europe (marked as such), although these 
haps were for the most part designed as propaganda for the Russian victories 
Soviet maps imported into Persia showed, as finally incorporated in the Soviet 
Union, the eatlter Russian victories of the Molotov-Ribbentrop period. 

Tin one respect the Soviet section transgressed the letter, as well as the 

the censorship charter; it regularly suppressed large quantities of 

tions addressed to Persian Departments of State, and even, on occasion, 
Tnaterial addressed to the heads of Allied diplomatic missions. When tackled 
‘on this subject its only excuse was that it had in the past connived in the British 


38 


section's unofficial suppression for military reasons, of certain categories of 
Printed matter addressed to neutral diplomatic missions and consulates. from 
hentral countries bordering on Germany.and German-oceupied Europe. This 
‘Was tre, tut scarcely justified the Soviet section's action in depriving the 
Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs of copies of the Sphere, and the Persian 
Ministry of Finance of copies of the Economist 
42” The Soviet. publications entering Persia contained plenty of material 
calling for suppression on a reciprocal basis. Some of them were doctrinaire 
on communism, which, though recently published, repeated the savage 
Attacks on British policy and reference to" the second imperialist. war” which 
had been normal in Russia before Hitler forced her to range herself on the 
of the democracies, Most of them indulged in venomous abuse of the Polish 
it iu London, Before deciding on retaliation, however, a determined 
effort was made, on instractions from the Foreizn Office, to persuade the Soviet. 
authorities to take a more reasonable line. ‘The Soviet. Ambassador was given a 
detailed analysis of the voluminous material suppressed by his section; was 
Feminded in polite circumlocutions that two could play at this game; and was told. 
that in the opinion of His Majesty's Government the suppression of material on 
logical grounds was out of kesping with the spirit both of the alliance and 
of the censorship charter itself, M. Maximov adopted the customary Soviet 
fi ing to examine the censorship material afresh, and to report 


Was authorised to suppress an appreciable but relatively insignificant quantit 

objectionable Soviet material consisting for the most part of ecurrilonn attacks 

‘on "the Polish émigré clique.” Up to the end of the year the Soviet Embassy 
not reacted to these measures, though the Soviet section of the Censorship 
complained in tones of outraged: innocence to itx British counterpart, 

44. Until late in the year the Pablic Relations Bureau of His Majesty's 
Rmbansy and the Soviet Trade Delegation, both of which were importers of books 
find periodicals destined for the Persian public, remained exempt from the 
control of the Joint Censorship Commission. Then, however, the Soviet censor 
Somplained of the fact that the Pablio Relations Bureau was selling, at ite own 
premises, copies of publications which had been condemned by him when sent 
throngh the ordinary post. Shortly afterwards he began to examine the parcels 
Addressed to the burea, His Majesty's Embassy caused the publications: in 
Question to be withdrawn, but protested through the British censor against the 
€xainination of material addressed to an organisation which was an integral part 
Of the embassy. This protest wax ignored, and the British censor was therefore 
huthorised to examine the materia! addressed to the Soviet trade delegation, for 
hich diplomatic priviloge is claimed by the Russians 

45," The Soviet authorities adopted an equally unreasonable Tine in regard 
% local broadonsts They played havoc with the material—for the mosb part 
Quite unprowocative-eubmitted by be Polish Legation for is allotted time on 
the Tehran Radio, and when, in order to restore the balineo, the British censor 
appressed the more objectionable features of the material submitted. by. the 
Soviet-spansored ‘* Polish patriots,” the Soviet Embassy countered by brond- 
faMing subsequent instalments without submission to the censorship, as pro 
rammes put out under theie own auspices, 


Security 
46. At the beginning of the year the Persian suspects on the British and 
Soviet lists were all interned at Sultanabad under British control, but-as a result 
Of the strong pressure exercised by His Majesty's Embassy during the preceding 
Months, the suspects not on the British list were transferred to Rest the 
Russian “sone,” in Febraary. Joint. investigation by the Anglo-Persian, Com: 
the suspects on the British list was completed in February. and. it was 
Wecided to release twenty-three; only one of them, however, war found to be 
completely innocent : the remainder were made to sign an undertaking to refrain 
from anti-Allied activities. The Soviet. Embassy were consulted as to the release 
Of these persons and they concurred. Further releases of lesser fry were made 
the British authorities in the course of the year. In April the internees still 


[31388] 3 








ca 


remaining at Sultanabad were transferred to an internment camp in-Tebran 
‘and placed under Persian control, but under general British supervision. 
‘After. prolonged negotiations the Qashgai tribe handed over to, the 
British authorities early in the year four Germans whom. they had been 
fuarboursig for a number of months. A fifth German had been allowed to escape 
two or three weeks before and be ha He is known to be 
with the Beir-Ahmedi tribe. ‘There are no 0 nables Loose in 
Persia. After further negotiations, the Qushgai tribe surrendered the Persian 
Deputy, Naubakht, in the month of May. Naubakbt had fled from Tehran and 
talen sanctuary with the Qushgai in August, 1043, after His Majesty's Embassy 
had informed the Persian Government that they had documents showing that 
the was one of the chief instigators of the anti-Allied plot of 1943. In June the 
British Security authorities located the Mullah Kashani, the ‘most dangerous 
member of the conspiracy, in a villa in the hills north of Tebran and effected 
his arrest in collaboration with the Persian police. Out of the list of Per 
whose arrest by Persian authorities was demanded by the Allies, there are some 
ninor ones stifl at liberty about whom we do not think it worth while to bother, 
find a few more important ones have escaped to Turkey, in some cases with the 
‘obvious connivance of Persian officials, 
‘There are aiygus that the Soviet authorities are planning to use some of 
ternees as agents. ‘The British. authorities allowed them to take 
‘eubakht nnd. the Mullah Kashani to Resht for: interrogation, -and it) was 
at the Soviet olicers who returned them to the British Security 
authorities treated tem with the greatest consideration, talking with them on 
the moat, friendly” J shaking hands with them in farewell, Kashani 
fexpromos the greatest detestation of the British and says openly that when he 
ia teleased he will do-us all the ba Again, the Soviet Embassy sent to 
trent uoward the ead! of the year their fiat ist of internees whom they 
proposed (0 release, Auong the names was that of General Agherli, who, at the 
Fine of his arrest, was commanding the gendarmerie and against whom there was 
Conclusive weitten,and oral evidence that he held a key position in the anti~Allied 
plot. For wine time the Saviet, Security. authorities had been trying, without 
Fyecess, to persuade their British colleagues that, Aghevli was not seriously 
nilty, and the Soviet. Embassy's proponal was the sequel embassy felt 
Round! to refuse Aghevli's releago and wo say that if his name had not been on 
the Soviet list, he would have been put on ours. There is no doubt that the Soviet 
Authorities expected assistance from Agbevli if he bad been released through 
thoir eflorts 


“Aid to Russia,” 
‘49. ‘The total “Aid to Russia tonnages transported on the (American 
and Russian operated) Persian State railways in 14H was:— 


(601,381 tons. 


‘Thin includes oceansborne cargo for Russia landed at Persian Gulf ports, also 
32.500 tons of aviation spirit and 5,000 tons of alkylate per mouth. and. in 
addition 60,000 tons of motor spirit despatched between August and. November 
inchuaive, all: from, the refineries of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Compan 

‘00. ‘The total "Aid. to Russia.'’ eargo carried by the United States Motor 
Truck Service, United Kingdom Commercial Corporation trucks, British Army 
General, Purpoios ‘Transport Companies and by imported trucks for Russ 
aseembled bY United States tuck assembly” plants at Andimesbk and 
Khorramshahr and by the British Army Vehicle Assembly Unit at Rafidiyah, 
Iraq, was -— 

050,959 toms. 

‘This includes the weight of the trucks imported into the Soviet Union 

‘SI, ‘The British Army Genefal Purposes ‘Transport Companies employed 
‘on ‘* Aid to Russia” lift ceased operations at the end of February 1044. United 
Kingdom Commercial Corporation tracks ceased operations from Khanagi at 
the end of September. United States Motor Truck Service finished their “* Aid 
to Russia” Iift at the beginning of December. ‘The only motor trucks con- 
tinuing to lift ‘Aid to Russia" cargo at the end of the year were those 
imported ny cased motor truck und assembled by the United States truck 
scenbly plant at Khorramababr. 

52. ‘In December the United States truck assembly plant at Andimeshk 
was dismantled and despatched to Odessa. The Soviet Government advised the 
British army that the vehicle assembly plant at Rafidiyah would not be required 





to sseemble any more trucks) after December 1944. ‘The United States truck 
asecmbly plant at Khorramshabr therefore remains the only. plant assembling 
imported cased motor trucks for Russia. It has a capacity now of over 5,000 
{ules per month. When all three above-mentioned truck, assembly plants were 
‘Working they averaged 5,500 truck units per month in 1944 

58. About 1 000-1,500 tons net weight per month of aireraft were assembled 
‘44 Abadan by the United States Plane Assembly Plant and at the British Aircraft 
‘Assembly Plant at Shnaiba and flown to Russia via Tehran, Both the aircraft 
Plants osased to assemble aeroplanes for Russia in December 104. 

‘4. In April 1043 the average ship turnround in the Persian Gulf ports, 
Khorramshar, Bandar Shapur and Basra was no less than fifty-one days. By 
Geter 1044 Rad ban mpd wo even aps ; 

5. As regards 1945, with the opening of the Black Sea, ports Odessa ani 
ma the "Aid to Hugsia "ocean borne tonnage via the Persian Gulf from 
Fy 1045 is rapidly falling off, i.¢.— 


January 1945 61,588 actually forwarded 
February 1945 45,000 estimated. 
March 1945, 20,000, entinmated. 


56, The aviation spirit at 5: 
h Jane, 198 

June, 1945. 

ff cased motor tracks for the Soviet Union will conti 
AL approximately 5,000 units per month up to if March and will 
fall to about 300 units in April. The Russians arc ating for the transfer 
of the United States Truck Assembly Plant at Khorramshar to a Wack Sea 
Port, which will mean that the import of cased motor Lrucks for Russin will cewwe 
after April 
$8." The United States Persian Golf Command has Closed ite operations 
in Bandar Shahpur and this port, together with the railway from Randa Shabpar 
Ww Ahwaz is teing handed back to the Persian Government, The Soviet 
transportation directorate in Porsia have stated that they will reduce their 
Permoumel and commitments in the northern zone as the ** Aid to Russia” cargo 
diminishes and that after the aviation spirit and alkylate commitment is finished 
iIn-dJune their organisation in Persia will probably cease to function as from 
anjdituly 1945. 


Allied Co-operation in Persia 
59, During their Visit to London in April, Mr, Stettinius and Mr. Wallace 
Murray raised the question of Allied co Persia. 1t was agreed to 


t to the Soviet Government that o ns should be held between the 
Allied representatives in Tehran to implement more fully the provisions of 
the Declaration of the Tehran Conference regarding economic assistance to 
‘The Soviet Government concurred, and the first meeting was held on 
the rd June, The American Chargé d’ Affaires and His Majesty's Ambassador 
suggested that the Soviet Embassy, together with the Persian Government, should 
Fepresented on the new Inter-Ailied Higher Supplies Committee. (This would 
Supersede the existing Combined Supplies Committee which was ouly Angl 
Merican and confived its attention, so far as imports were concerned, to entering 
the country from the south or east.) A second meeting was held on the 21st June 
The British and American representatives impressed on the Soviet Ambassador 
that it was in Russia's own interests, if only as beneficiaries of a Urans-Persian 
Toute, to contribute to Persia's well being. ‘The British and American repre 
sentatives proceeded cautiously with a proposal made by the State Department 
that the Soviet Ambassador should be pressed to support the American advisers, 
nee the latter were mistrusted by the Soviet authorities, it was not desirable 
to elanger the future of the joint ecouomic discussions by bringing up this 
langerous matter too hrusquely. ‘The meeting then discussed the grain situation 
‘and agreed that all possible help must be given by the Allies to ensure the collection 
©f the Persian Government's share of the grain. The Soviet Ambassador, on 
instructions from Moscow, asked for further information about the proposed 
Peaunitee. Tt was clear tat the Soviet Government wore 
d that they might be voted down. The British and American representatives 
txplaiued that ie Sommitice would pot vote and would have no executive powers 
mt would only try to ascertain Persia's resources and neds and the possibility 
of meeting these needs from Allied sources. In the course of June the American 
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Chargé d'AGaires communicated to the Soviet Ambassador a scheme by’ the 
American Director of Road Transport’) in the north. ‘The Soviet Ambassador 
romised to study this, but he was guarded and tended to throw doabt on the need 
for Americans. No further meetings were held pending the reactions of the Soviet 
Government to the proposal made. No reply was ever given, but what with the 
Soviet oil dispute with the Persian Government on the one hand, and on the other 
the improvement in the grain situation and the better war news, both the 
feasibility of the scheme and the need for it diminished. 

60, “In 194 Persia was the one country where British, American and 
Soviet civil and military authorities met on a broad land front and the necessary 
contacts at the various technical levels procesded reasonably smoothly and 
eficiently, in spite of the difficulties in the political sphere. One excellent reason 
for this was, of course, that ‘* Aid to Russia" through Persia really delivered the 
goods during 1944. 


The American Advisory Missions, 
(a) General 


ernment explained to 
ious for the missions to 


parture of British troops. 

ign assistance and they would prefer th 
should be provided by the United States if ponible, If, however, the United 
‘States Government felt unable to provide it, His Majesty's Government. would 
have to cor dvising the Persian Government to look elaewhere.. The State 
Departwent replied that the United States Government were not ling interest 
in Persia, but they had no fixed policy of retaining advisory mixsions there. ‘They 
had, for instance, always made it clear to the Persian Goveentent that American 
advisers mnst not be exposed to vilification, If attacked the Persian Government 
nut defend thom, otherwise they would be withdrawn and would not be replaced 
‘The United States Government had now decided that -— 


(1) Colonel Schyeartekopt and his five aasistants would be left for a further 
year with the gendarmerie. 

(2) They would investigate whether Colonel Schwartzkopt might take over 
pera Hidleg would the 

(8) General Ridley would remain until the 1st March, 1945, by which date 
the United States War Department thought that he ght have done 
everything possible Lo wevomplish his task: the War Department would 
probably decline to appoint m successor and were inclined to con 
entrate on the gendarmerie and police. 


is Majesty's Chargé d'Affaire’s comment on these decisions was thi 

if Genoral Ridley left in March 1945, he would not have accomplished all the 
work covered by his contract and that such work as he had achieved would in 
any case be rapidly undone if he left. Mr. Lascelles went on to discuss how far 
the possession of an efficient army would really be useful and necessary to Persia 
in post-war conditions. As long as the present Shah remained on the throne, 
the army would play a preponderant role in the country's affairs and remain 
the chief instrument of internal security For the Americans to concentrate on 
the gendarmerie and police would be all yory well if they obtained an increasin, 
share of the revenue al tho expeuse of the army; the continued presence of 
General Ridley’s Mission would not entirely solve this problem but would at 


() For the management of road teataport 
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east limit it sufficiently to give Colonel Schwartzkopf a fair chance, His 
ers Government therenpon urged the United States Government to let 
Schwartzkopf have additional staff so as to enable him to take over the 
Police, but as regards General Ridley they confined themselves to asking whether, 
it the event of his task not being completed by that date, the War Department 
Would let hira stay on until he had finished. ‘The State Department replied that 
the War Department did not hold out much hope of keeping General Ridley on 
beyond March 1945 unless he himself recommended it, They succeeded in 
Fermuading the War Department of the importance of improving the police, but 
lid not feel justified in proposing the matter to the Persian Government. ‘The 
either of their own accord, or at British prompting must make a definite 
Tequest that Colonel Schwartzkopf should take over the police. His Majesty's 
rument instructed this embassy to impress upon the Persian Government 
ffe_importance ‘of [acting quickly in, the matter. Approaches to “the 
Persian Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, however, prodnced no rest 
Probably because of the known hostility of the Russians to the presonce ‘of 
American advisers in Persia, and the opposition to Dr. Millspaugh in the Majlis 
which was becoming more and more violent and tended to prejudice the question 
Of the employment of American advisers in general, 


(0) Dr. Mildspangh's Mission. 
64. From April onwards there was « campaign against Dr. Millspaugh 
and his colleagues both in the Majlis and in the press,” The more important 
‘riticiams were >— 


(1) That the mission had not reorganised the finances nor prevented « rise 
{in prices nor assured supplies. 

(This chargo is in many ways unfair. Dr. Millspaugh did hin best daring 
4 period of inflation to increase revenue and reduce expenditure but was faced, 
Abrough no fault of his own with a considerable deficit on the previous year's 
Working. It ix perhaps true, however, that his attempt to impose a much higher 
income lax than before wa unsound paychologically. | Even in more civilised 
and lees corrupt countries it usually takes a number of years before people cai 
be porauaded to pay income-tax honestly and before an administrative oad 
an be developed that will ensure collection. Dr, Millspaugh’s incomo-tax has 
therefore been a failure, but the Persians, whom fault it is, are the Inst people 
Who are entitled to criticise him for it, Again, the rise in prices ix largely due 
10 the jrresence of the Allied forces in this country and it is unlikely that the 
rice level will fall until they are withdrawn or until the end of the war with 


vbonly to d 
Tationed su 
American is.) 
(2) That the expenditare of Persian Government money on the administra: 
tion of the Supply Department, the Price Stabilisation Section and Road 


nh ‘organisation was excessive 
(fhe pay ef the American personnel arthees departaents ia very: high by 
Persian standards, but their work is essential to Persian economy and. the 

expenditure is consequently justified.) 

(@) That same of the members of the mission were incompetent. 

his is true to some extent but it ix due (a) to the difficulty of securing 
fermen in war time, and (0) tothe inexperience of Americans inthe Bald of 
Adviser to foreign Governments, Nevertheless at least a dozen of the Millspangh 
Mission are capable men. As regards Dr. Millspangh himself, his qualities 
{ould be described as follows - He is honest and tenacious, but extremely obstinate. 
fe has administrative ability up to x point, but (a) be tended to centralise all 
Powers in himself—this hampered and offended his American colleagues and 
fase! delay: and @) he was incined not to discuss proposals suficiently before 
this led to the commission of avoidable mistakes. In any case, 


ling «1 
the Sesion had many enemies on account of its virtues as well as its faults 
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‘The Shah disliked Dr. Millspaugh, who. was unwilling as well as unable to 
provide money for so Jarge an army as the Shah would like to have, and was 
Imprudent enough to say, in an interview to the press, that the security forces 

Persia were not worth the money expended om them. ‘The Russians, in turn, 
‘were suspicions of, and unhelpful to, the mission. . Finally, there were the many 
powerful Persians who stood to lose by the mission's efforts to bring down prices 
and to control financial abuses 


65. ‘The campaign against Dr. Millspaugh led to the tabling of a Government 
Bill in the Majlis on the 22nd dune depeiving him of his exonomic powers, on the 
ground that he had not shown stificient results. (As stated. in paragraphs 86 
And $7 of thie embasy's report on politcal events so Persia in 1948. Dr. Mill 
paugh had been given, in addition to his financial powers, wide economic powers 
Linder the“ Millspaugh Special Powers Law.") "Dr. Millspaugh forthwith 
resigned. The Government then decided—quite rightly—that they could not do 
without him. ‘The Bill was withdrawn, and Dr. Millspaugh agreed to remain in 
office; but he continued to be under strong criticism, justifiable and unjustifiable. 
Tn August Dr. Millspough granted another unfortubate interview to.the press, in 
which be said that the United States was the only country which had championed 
Persian freedom and that if his mission had not been present in Persia one of 
three things would haye happened ; (a) disturbances leading to the eccupation of 
North and South Peraia, hy the Russians and British respectively; (b) oceapation 
Of ths country by an international force (e)« dictatorship even more rigorous 
than Reza Sha 

in the autumn, be diamined Mr, A. H. Thtihaj from his position 

Nat ulting persons, such as His 

Majesty's Ambassador or the Al ald have been in a 

po ve good 0 The Government thereupon cancelled the order of 

distnissal as ontaide Dr, Millapaugh's powers. It is true that Mr, Ubtihaj bad 

for long been a violent and open critic of Dr. Millspaugh’s and obstructed hie 

‘but Dr, Millspaugh’s action showed a want of political sons which was 

inexcusable, The rerult was an increase in the agitation against him: at the end 

of the year debate was taking place in the Majlis on a renewed proposal to 

1 of hin economic powers 

clear that Dr. Millspangh must go, the Persian Govern 

ment appeared anxious to keep the rost of the Millapangh mimion, and Hix 

Majesty's Government insteucted this embassy to do everything, possible to secure 
thelr retention 


(0) American Military Mission. 

68, General Ridley's mission now consists of tho full complement of twenty 
officors 

9, General Ridley himelf paid a visit to the United States during the 

numnmor in order to obtain equip twas learnt confidentially, to discuss 

the fature of his mission, Its achievements are described in the section on the 

Persian ary, General Ridley himself, never a forceful character, seems tired 

‘and his influonce is leas and less in ov The members of the mission, eatehin, 

fection and appalled by the magnitude of their task, have become dispirited 

f the mission are now limited to matters of transport and supply 

ig unheeded advice about the medical services, His scheme for the 


organisation of 
few months. 
70. One is forced to the belief that the army anthorities engaged the mission 
Santa Claus who would fil their stocking with exciting weapons of the latest 
design while relying on their powers of passive resistance and “sabotage with a 
to nullify any disturbing tondencies on the part of the mission to act the 
‘of « new administeative broom. 


(d) American Gendarmerie Mission 
71. (See under “ Persian Gendarmerie."’) 


(©) American Police Adviser, 
72, Mr. Timmerman, the quite useless American police adviser, died 
suddenly in May. He hag not been replaced (see also (a) above). 





co) 


Raising of His: Majesty's Legation and United States Legation to the Statui 
ing of His Majesty's Leg ind United States Legation to the Status of 


73. At the end of 1943, the President of the United States decided t0 raise 
the American Legation at ‘Tehran to an embassy; as a result of the Telitan Con 
ferebice declaration regarding Persia, the United States Government regarded 

latter as a co-telligerent, and it was their policy to buve etbassies in 
corteligerent countries, i 

His Majesty's Government decided to follow. suit, and on tho 

10th February the two legations announced the change. His Mujesty’s Amba 

fidor presented his now credentials on the 9th March. ‘The Persian Legatian in 
idon was likewise raised to an embassy 


American Interests. 


sonst, The American Minister, Mr: Dreyfus; went on leave after the Tehran 
Conference and did not return, and Mr. Leland Burnette Moreis was appointed 
6 first American Ambassador. His Majesty's Government, at the instigation 
Of His Majesty's Embassy, urged the United States Government 10 setd hii to 
ote B scou, On the grounds that the lac tion between the American 

Wisers in Persia Was disturbing and that it should be the function of the 
American Ambassador to supply that co-ordination: for instance, Dr. Millspaugh, 
the head of the financial mission, and Ge wral Ridley, the head of the military 
Ininsion, were unable to agree on the sums which should be allotted to the Persian 
army. Mr, Morris, howovor, ouly arrived on the 12th Au Vit he came with 
ata Steer one is a ite the: eri of the American advisers, he did 

al the fact, although he seemed 10 te impressed by the nrgumente of Hie 
Majesty's Chargé d'Adiires that such nction wus nevescan Te 
Ponce: (ie Hiderian methods used by the Soviet Government fo preming the 
‘ersian Government to grant them an oil concession appear to have conteitated 
toa gave in the views d by Mr, Wallace Murray, who 
Eastern affairs in the State Departmes 


being extremely suspicious of Britis 
being extremely us of British 


reported, however, that be was now conwta 
Sccupied with the fear of Soviet penotation in the Balkans and the Middle Host, 
‘and that he was anxious to co-operate with the British on every inate { 

77. The reduction at the end of the year of nid to Rusia through Pers 
led to the departure of Lieutanant-Ge ci ‘command of 
He American Persian Gulf Command. “He was replaced by Brigadier General 


British Propaganda Activities 


78. Propaganda and pub ve been put out by the Public 

Relations Bureau throughout inbela Which have consistently 

eveloped since the bureau was pened in Victory House (the former German 
Brown House) in January 1942 ‘The press attaché’s section produces a weekly 
publication Tufnir containing articles translated from material received trom 
the Ministry of Information on subjects of world-wide interest with special 
@mphasis laid upon Britain's and the British Empire's part in the war.’ This 
illustrated weekly is went freely to some 11,400 leading Ei 
‘country, incliding every member of the Majlis 
Pablications include the Naw Nekalan, a fortn 


but unfor- 
's exiguous 
present 


79. The Tehran Daily News, the English paper publi y r 
Relations Bureau now has three two-page and teres eegeeaaes pat a 
contains world news and leading articles fram The Times and other Paper 
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tas well as feature articles received from the Ministry of Information in London 
and Cairo, ‘The paper has now risen to a daily circulation of just on 4.000. 

80, The broadcasting section has throughout the year continued its half- 
hour daily programme ‘"'The Voice of Britain” from Radio Tehran. The 
Sunday time was surrendered to the Fri Poles and Dutch, who arranged 
their own programmes. Political and world alluirs were covered by three weekly 
newsletters. For the rest, the programmes were made up of Persian guest 
speakers who gaye talks on various aspects of social welfare, on English liter 

d kindred subjects. In Deceu . decided 

time had come to cease broadcasting “* The Voice of Britain’? from 

ran and the authorities have been told tha step in the return 

to normal this half-hour will be returned to them at Naruz (2st Mareb), The 
chief reason for deciding to take this step was the hope that it might lead to 
the Russians’ also ceasing to broadcast their Irano-Soviet Culture Seciety's pro: 
grammes from Radio Tehran as these had become progressively less and less 
cultural and more and more aggressive and objectionable. political broadcasts. 

I, The films section issues Ministey of. Information newsreels to the com 
mercial cinemas throughout the country (some fifty in number), and in order 
to maintain their eq and programme, assists the porting exswntial 

ng teanoport difficulties, In December a contract for twenty- 
four British films was completed, the most important Britixb film contract. yet 
placed in Persia. In addition, this section has seven U mobile eimernas 
and nive portable sound projectors. Kducational film shows at institutes, colleges 
‘and achoola throughout. the country are organised and arranged in co-operation 
With the Ministry of Education and the University Faculties.(’) All film shows 
sare extremely’ popt T anid His Majesty's consulates report similar 
‘enthusiasms for Alm provinces and in the places visited by the vans 

$2, ‘Throughout the year window displays and. reading-room exhibitions 
havo been prepared by the Visual Publicity Section for showing both in Tebr 
tnd by all conwulats in the provinces. Reading material hus been widely i 
tributed both through Persian newsagents and booksellers and from the Public 
Relations Buteau's own show-rooms at most centres. 

His Majesty's consulates report coutinued efforts by the Russians to 
extend the fold of their own publicity, “There ix to-day no apparent effort 
the part of the Persians to resist our publicity: on the contrary, more Persians 
than ever now advine ua a to haw our campaigns: should be conducted to te 
successful. Co-operation is generous and appears to be whole-henrted since 
much help is given both voluntarily and without payment 


British Couneit 
Paraia nun five; they are 
part-time teachors. These control 
hing of upwards of 4,000 students jn inwtituten, evening clos 
universities, Goverment and private schools aud agricultural and technical 
collages 

35. Institutes at Tehran and Tefahan cater for 1,500 and 400 students 
respectively and the new institute at Shirag, officially of aber, hax 
already over 600 students. These three institutes provide re and 
‘claao-rooms as well ax club amenities and games, a library, film diaplays, reading 
rooms, lectures, concerts and drama, 

86. Three evening svhools teach over 900 students outaide the institutes. 
A summer school near ‘Tehran taught 250 students in outdoor classes and jiro- 
vided concerts, a swimming pool and Sbakespearian performances. in au opetair 
theatre. 

87, Over 30,000 books, including text-books, periodicals and technical 
balletins have been distributed. Sets of books have been presented to universities, 
colleges and clubs, 

SS “Educational film displays were seen by over 60,000 persous and we 
iven in schools and colleges. Radio leasons in English are broadcast five days 
weekly 

‘80. Other activities inclnde an art school, ysical training and dress 
making lasses, a debating society, drama, chess and universities elute: a medical 
‘association, art exhibitions, a theatre and restaurant in Tebran, as well as private 
tition and coaching classes, 


(0) The Public Helstions Bureau also fun a vewaree! einems, built 4t th 
Fe of prograimina of ote hour, consisting of te 





Six scholarships have been granted for post-graduate scholars to 
England. Students are prepared for Cambridge and matriculation examinations 
and children are placed at schools and colleges in England. 


Middle Fast Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, United Nations Relief 
aud Rehabilitation Administration and the Polish Refugees. 


1. At the beginning of the year the total number of Polish civitians in 
Porsin was 9,622. By the end of the year it had been reduced 0 4 
les who left went tothe following destinations ; Palestine, the Lobaten, Tia, 
East Africa, Rhodesia, and New Zealand. "Others went to join the Polish armed 
forces, Half of the children's school at Isfahasr and theif attendant 
Hill remain to be evacuated 
In Persia 
forces and 
who conseg 
mubject only 
2 Fe 
Fr F300 per 
Soonth by the end of the year. "This expenditure is dificult to contr. 
although the money is advaticed by His Majesty's Government (under the Polish 
sivil credit), the funds are Polish At the instance of this embassy a nim 
is have been flected, but there are probably still some items, of 
exteavayatice which it is not possible to check 
93." On the 2ed August, 1044, dhe United Nations Relief and Rehabilitati 
Administration took over frien Middle East Relief and Tehabilitation Admin 
dling of the Polish refugees in Persia. These, Palos, inane 
refugees. within he United. Nations Relief and. Rebabititatc 
ratiot's definition of the term: and the United, Nations Relief wa 
Rehabilitation Administration take no financial tesponsbility. Tor theo cial 
fm fact, no responsibility other than that of ultimate repatriation, They a 
however, prepared to act (without commitwent) in'n cerlaen renwura as rogues 
transport 


Keonomic Warfare. 

%4. The necessity for contraband coutrol in Persia has naturally declined 
during 1044, particularly since the closing of the Balkan ronte to Switzerland 
fund the ow Roumania and Bulgaria. In fact the only eneaion with 
whom the Persians could now trade are apecified pervorm in neutral territory, atxd 
uch trade is easily provented by liaison with the British section of the: Anglo, 
Soviel-Persian censorship, Merchants are generally anxious to. follow such 
Suidance and warnings as are given to them by the Veonomic Warfare section 
Of the embassy 

95. On the other band a number of contraband control prohibitions 
Continue to exist for which the merchant: can soe no valid justifation, ey, the 
Prohibition of all carpet exports to Switzerland and of lambakins to Turkey 
‘ortunately the merchants concerned are not politically articulate, and it. mm 


te hoped that the end of the war with Germany may son remove’ the caus of 
their complaints; and incidentally of some embarraxsment to the embassy, stove 
the Soviet authorities who are in Practical control of the frontier with ‘Turkey 


allow Persian exports to pass whic 
Economic Warfar ip 

9%6. The weeding out of the statutory and black fists in Persia continued 
uring 1944. and by the end of the year both were very small. Some perwone 
Femaining on the statutory list have been recommended as eligible for rerention 
after the close of hostilities with Germany owing to their dealings with. the 
German intelligence service. 

97. There has heen during the year a considerable move hy Persians to 
send fimmncial relief to their relatives in the crumbling fortress of Europe 
Accordingly an informal arrangement was made with the Persian Ministry, tor 
Foreign Affairs whereby they identified the heneficiaries and the Economic War. 
fare Section examined each case (in secret liaison with the security. atithorities) 
fefore the censor fassed the relevant telexraphic transfer. ‘This arrangement 
fas worked smoothly. thongh some remittances have heen disallowed because the 
beneficiaries were working for the enemy. In such cases the refusal was accom, 
Panied by the grounds for rejection 


hhave not been authorised hy the Ministry of 











Relations with India. 
98, In response to the Government of India’s invitation a small cultural 
tmission of three Persian scholars toured India during March and April 1944 
‘They were able to see for themselves the great progress in scientific and industrial 
matiers in India and the richness of Persian culture there. On their return to 
1 they enthusiastically set about the dissemination of the facts and at the 
he year an authoritative and representative Indo-Iranian Cultural Society 
Was inaugurated at a meeting of savants and other persons interested in Indo- 
Persian culture 

99. ‘The Government of India made a generous offer of eleven valuable 
scholarships for post-graduate courses in (a) forestry (2): (6) agriculture (4); 
(c) enginieering and technical (8); (d) textile (2); and six at the Aitchison College, 
Vahore, for younger boys, ‘The selection of candidates by a sub-committee of 
the society (Which includes a member of the British Council) was not completed 
hy the end of the year, but it is hoped that sufficient suitable young men equipped 
with an adequate knowledge of the English language will be found 

100._ Sir Olaf Caroe, Secretary to the Government of India in the External 
Affairs Department, and Sir Denys Pilditch, Direetor of Intelligence, and. the 
Home Department of the Government of India, visited Tehran for a week in 
Toe and ditcussed problems of mutunl inbercet Theis vieit coacilad. with the 
climax of Soviet obstructionism, for in spite of strong pressure by His Majesty's 
Fmbaasy, they were refuserl permission to fly to Meshed, where the Goverument of 
India have large interests, until after their departure’ for Ind 

101. Four members of the Indian Defence Consultative Committee travelled 
to Persia in May to visit the Indian troops here. 

102, Av-the Rritish Council could not furnish enough English teachers to 
meet the great dematid the Government of India carefully selected four Indian 
radiate exports to teach English at Meshed (2), Kerman (1) and. Yezd (1). On 
the success of this experiment depends the sending of other Indian teachers to 
Bushiro, Ahwaz, and elsewhere, where the demand would justify the expenditure 
Involved. ‘The teports for the difficult initial month's workin the three centres 
‘ate mont encouraging. The British Council gave valuable assintance with English 
text hooks 

nunity in the capital, having boon purged of ite most 
rable elements, ix beginning to show a greater interest in the part which 

ite members must play as ambassadors of their country and their change 
hontt has been shown in the very generous contributions which the community 
has anacle. to. India’ the form of charitable donations and invest: 
nen far Bonds, and also in the excellent arrange: 
with the British welfare authorities to entertain 

Indian tops stationed at ‘Tehran, 

104, Thdia's interest in the expansion of her post-war export trade ix 
shown by the establishment of a ‘Trade Commissioner in Tehran. The first 
Indian Trade Commissioner is expected to take up his duties in the spring of 
19465, 


Internal Potition and the Majlis 
(a) Majtiv 

105, At’ the beginning of the year the élections for the 1th legislative 
period had not heen completed and the Majlis was not in session. ‘The formal 
opening fixed for the 2nd January was moreover postponed as a result princt 
pally of the opposition of the Shah who wanted « more subservient Parliament 
and was apprehensive of what might happen when Seyvid Zin-ed-Din Tabatabat 
took his seat Tt was, however, formally opened’ on. the 20th. February 
Muhammad Zaghi Assad (Amir Jang) was elected temporary president for the 
examination of the credentials of the Deputies. Later he was sucoreded as 
president by Seyyid Muhammad Sadigh Tabatabai who continued to be presi 
dent for the rest of the year. 

106. 


a 
sion, his credentials were passed with a subst 
Although a number of objections were tabled in tl 
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107. ‘The Tudeh group in the Majlis originally numbered eight, but. was 
reduced in August to seven by the expulsion of one member, Khalatbari, Deputy 
for Babul. In October, however. the passing of the credentials for Ovanassian, 
Deputy for the Northern Armenians and a founder member of the Tudeh, again 
Faised the number of the group to eight. This group published at the end of 
February its programme for the L4th legislative period. It. was a surprising! 
moderate programme of reform which might have been produced hy any af the 
Progressive elements inside or outside the Majlis, The Tudeh may indeed have 
Started as a genuinely left-wing Persian movement, but its subservience to Sovis 
influence had become increasingly clear by the end of the year, and the co 
and well-organised activities displayed throughout the year by its representative 
in the Majlis confirmed the belief that the party owed much to Russian influence 
and support. 

108.- Other groups or ‘fraction: 

Majlis but they ‘were more like associations 

Efforts to form an effective Government majority in the Majlis hy a coalition of 
Narious "" fractions,” however, achieved temporary success: towards the end of 
August when about eighty-five Deputies agreed to combine to support Saed's 
Teconstituted Cabinet. ‘This coalition survived tintil October, when the Russian 
demand for an oil concession caused a crisis which eventually brought about 
Saed's resignation, whereupon the coalition of fractions formed to support hi 

began gradually to dissolve. The process of disintegration was accelerated. i 

December by further disagreement among the Deputies over the Millspaugh 
question 

109. By the end of the year 130 out of the full complement of 136 Deputies 
had taken their seats in the Majlis, though the credentials of two of their number 
still remained to be examined 

110. The Majlis passed little legislation during the year, having beon 
preoccupied with the credentials of elected Depaties, the Millspangh question, 
Intrigues over the composition of andthe crisis caused by the Ramin 
demand in October for an oi} concession. The Chamber had failed by the end of 
December to approve the Budget for the year 1323 (21st March, 1944, to 
20th March, 1949), and adopted the course of fnavcing Government expenditure 
by Voter Among the measnros passed was article 12 of the Com 
pulsory Edu Bill providing for increanes in teachers’ wages, new. school 
Premises for the education of workers; a Bil for 
\redit of 150 million rials foe the army; and a Bill tabled by Dr Mu 
the 2ud December prohibiting the grant of an oi) concession to any foreign 
Government or company 


(0) Internat Politics, 
ML. Sobeily's Cabir had heen appar 
16th December, 1943, remained in. power until the end of the elections. when, 
realising it had lost the support of the Majlis it resign 
by Sa‘ed who, on the 26th March, presented the following Cabinet to the Shah 


Prime Minister; Muhammad Sa'ed Maraghe'i, 
Agriculture: Mahmud Fateh, 
Commerce and Industry = Amanullah Ardaton. 
Haniid Sayal 
Education : Sarlashkar Ali Riazi 
Finance : Mahmud Nariman. 
Foreign : Muhammad Sa’id Maraghe'i 
Interior : Abdul Hussein Hajhir. 
Jostice Asadullah Mama 
Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones: Abdul Qasim Furuhar 
Health: Dr. Gasim Ghani & : 
War: Ibrahim Zand. 
Without portfolio: Murteza Quli Bayat, Mustafa Ad! 


The Majlis did not take long to signify its disapproval of this Cabinet. ‘The 
Deputies wanted more of the young and progressive elements, Much of thers 
Spposition was concentrated against Zand. Dr. Ghani and General Riazi, who 
Were "Sought to be nominees of the Shah. His Majesty's continued intervention 
in the affairs of the Cabinet, the Majlis and the army had caused. increasing. 
Fesentment. ‘There was a strong feeling: in the Majlis that the Shah's activities 
Zhould ‘be confined within strictly constitutional limits. At the end of March 
Swint had only announced his programme and had wot ventured to present 
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Ministers for the approval of the Majlis, and he was obliged a few days later to 
reconstitute his Cabinet, ral Riazi, Mahmud Fateh and Mabmud Nariman 
were dropped. Furuhar became Mi 
jon; Nasir I'timadi, Minister of Agriculture: and. Dr. S 
ter of Health. ‘The Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs remained vacant 
The new Cabinet was, however, not greeted with any enthnsiasm: in the Majlis 
y. and Dr, Ghani had resigned before the end of April. Neverthe 
sence of any alternative to Sa’ed, the Majlis gave the new Cabinet 
on the 44th April 
‘Sued asserted himself sufficiently to admonish the press for its 
irresponsible virulence and shameless blackmail. fle also caused a stit by intro- 
ducing a Bill t military law to Government employees and factory workers. 
‘The Hill was attacked by the Tudeh as reactionary and was rejected. 

3. ¢ ed scon began. His detractors said he was weak and 
reactionary a |, ignorant of conditions in his 
own country eneral agreement ax to who 

sly in office until the end of 
August. By then Majlis opinion had decided that the best temporary solution 
‘would be for Sa’ed to reshuille his Cabinet, and he was promised the support of 
fa coalition of eighty-five deputies of the Mihan, Itebad-ieMilli and Azadi 
fractions Oo the at Anguat Sed presented bis reconstituted Cabinet to the 
Shah 1s follows y= 


Prime Minister and Ministée for Foreign Afaire: Muhammad Sa’ed 


Finance 
Tnterior 


War: ¢ 
Without portfolio: Khalil F 
General Muhammad Hussein Piruz, Governor 
to accept the Minintey of War, which was left under the charye of Brigadier 
Abdullah Nidayat, as Acting Minister 
114. ‘The new Cabinet wax opposed by the Tucleh who objected to the return 
ot Saved and by the Tnependents in the Majlis who had not ben conaated about 
its formation. Discussions lasting a fortaight followed before the Cabinet finally 
‘obtained its vote of confidence on the 17th September. — Althouzh Sa'ed continued 
to enjoy the support of the coalition majority in the Majlis, the position of his 
Cabinet remained unstable owing to the opposition of the Tudeh and the Russians 
‘and of the Shah who was displeased because none of hix nominees were in the 
Government 
116. A notable feature of political life {n Persia during the year was the 
growth of the power of parties and unions, Labour unions had existed for some 
time in the Russian occupied zone where they were affiliated with the Tudeh 
Other unions abo exited in Isfahan 'and Khuzistan, Tn Tsfahan the 
J the workers’ union combined caused trouble in. April and the Govern 
to send a strong Governor-General to that town to deal with the situa- 
tion was also fomented in Tabriz in July when the Majlis ventured to 
reject the credentials of a Tudeh sponsored deputy from that district, Erom the 
tat to the 12th August the Tudeh party held its first general conference in Tehran 
The conference confirmed the programme of moderate constitutioval reform 
adopted by its representatives in the Majlis in February, . Other resolutions 
passed confirmed the hostility of the party to Seyyid Zia and to all foreign 
Advisers, and to the grant of economic concessions "' which constrict or weaken 
the economic independence of the Persian nation.” Labour anions affiliated to the 
Tudeh played a large part in the demonstrations and street disturbances organised 
by that party in Tehran. Tabriz, Isfaban and other towns. in October and 
November, asa result of the refusal of the Persian Government to grant the oil 
concession to Russia. ‘The Tudeh bad indeed so clearly revealed iteelf as an 
instrument of Russian policy by the end of the year that it had become seriously 
discredited in the eyes of the public. Other parties, such as the ‘* Hamrahan,” 
the *" Adalat,” and the “*Mardam.” were of little importance. But Seyyid Zia 
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was reported to be making progress with the foundation of a party of his own, by 
4 process of forming circles of '* progressive " elements throughout the country. 
116. Seyyid Zia's vigorous personality was throughout this period a soures 
of constant provocation to the Tadeh and the Russians who could not get out of 
their heads the theory that he was a creature of the British. His relations with 
the Shab, which at first were extremely bad, gradually improved. Increasing fear 
of Soviet penetration in the north may have driven the Shah to the conclusion 
that he might before long need the strong personality of Seyyid Zia to stand up 
tothe Russians. After several interviews the Shah and Seyyid Zia were believed 
to have reached a considerable measure of agreement by the end of August, but 
nothing further had come of the apparent reconciliation by the end of the year. 
117. The Persian Goverament’s rejection in October of the Russian demand 

for an oil concession precipitated a crisis which brought about Sa’ed’s resignation. 
Althoogh Sa’ed clearly had the support of public opinion and of a growing section 
Of the press, the Majlis decided finally that he should 20, as.a sop to the Russians. 
Sa'ed therefore resigned on the 10th November. The various Majlis fractions 
Uhereupon went into conclave to choose a successor, bul it wae not until the 
20th November that Murteza Quli Bayat was elected Prime Minister with fifty 
votes against forty-five given to Sadiq Sadiqi 
Shay 01 the 26th November Bayat presented the following Cabinet to the 

Prime Minister : Murteza Quli Ba 

Foreign: Muhsin Rai 

Commerce and Industry : Kamal Hidayat. 

Communications: Nasrullah Tntizam, 

Education = Dr. Issa Sadiq 

Finance: Amanollah Ardalan, 

Interior - Muharnmad Sururi 

War: Ibrahim Zand 

Tustice ; Mustafa Adi 

Health, Dr, Said Malik. 

Posts, Tclegraphs and Telephones : Nadir Arasteh, 

Without portfolio: Khalil Fahimi, Ali Akbar Siaxi 


Muhsin Rais. Persian Atobassador ot Baghdad, having refused the portfolio of 
Foreign Affaire, Nasrallah Intizam wax appointed to the post. ‘Two of the new 
Ministers, Khalil Fahimi, Minister without portfolio, and Sururi, Minister of 
the Interior, had held the samme posts in § Goverument. On the whole, the 
Cabinet was considered a fairly good one. Discussion on the new Govornmont’s 
Programme was concluded on the 4th December and Rayat received a yote of 
‘confidence by a majority of reventy-two to nine with sixteen abstentions 


The Press and Public Relations, 

119. The tone of the press during the past year was, on the whole, more 
favourable to the Allies. This may be ascribed largely to their improved fortunes 
on the battle-front. As the end of the war drew nearer, there was a growing 
tendency to emphasise Persia's claims at the Peace Conference and to urge the 
Governmont to draw up Persia's case 

1 the press crystallised: into two, at Yeast 


an opportunity to attack 
Similarly, the oil crisis in 


& number of papers supporting Seysid Zia, took a strong line over the oil crisis 
and asserted that Russian intimidation was an unwarranted interference in the 
internal affairs of the country 
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122, From time to time there were fulsome°articles in praise of Russia, 
such as the occasion of the formation of the Trano-Soviet Cultural Relations 
tut there ts little doubt that fear of Russian intentions towards Persia 
od with growing rapidity. In p as the attitude towards Russia 
uted = did the attitude towards: Grea 1 improve. The oil erisis 
induced certain papers to stand up to Rassia.. To their surprise they found they 
were not visited immediately with some terrible punishment. » The result has 
been Uiat 4 juster balance has boen observed in the allocation by the press and 
public of blame among Allies for Persia's ills. 
123. ‘There was a growing tendency from the summer onwatds to accuse 
the United States of having imperialist designs in Persia and the Middle East 
124, In internal a je press showed itself extremely sensitive to any 
supposed witavle on its freedom oF to any attempt to establish control over it 
‘uy measures which weere thought tobe @ reversion: to the dietatorship and its 
incthods were also violently attacked, ‘The general tone towards internal affairs 
iiaw beon ane of pessiminm, . The governing elasses were porsistently accused of 
corruption and jneapability 
195. ‘Tho Millspaugh mission was virulently »ttacked by the Freedom Front 
papers and the majority of neuteal papers, Gs only support came ftom a number 
Of Independence Front popers and papers supporting Seysid Zia 


Tribal Situation 


126. ‘The tribes have remained comparatively peaceful ducing 1044 having 
‘eon allowed, in a IAN Ee 1 thatiage their own affairs. The Government, 
perhaps ne the reatlt-of three years of pressure by this embassy, hap at least 
Pindexconded to, recogaive that among the people of Persia, for whose welfare 
are responsible, nre tribal communitigs-—outlandiah barbarians in the opinion 
ol f the Ministers-whose way of life requires special consideration. A 
Tribal Commision was formed composed of two Ministers without. portfolio 
and tno teibal Depron, 0 Bakhtiari a the Kurds. This 
Commlssion in ture reco formation Maire Department 
fi the Ministey of the Taterior which Was to have branches in all the provinces 
However: ae thie roault of the successful conclusion of som: very mivior operations 
for dinrming some of the weaker and more accessible tribes and, ns time passed 
iy without any cerious uprising, the Persian Government's fear of; and interest in, 
the trites declined and the commission ceased to function and finally disintegrates 
feith that ianperceptible decay so common to Perviam institutions Sayyid Zin 
hoo, with the object of gaining tribal mpport, made known hix xythpathy 
tho. nggleet and oppr tribes bad suffered in recent years, and his views 
ieee thos motited’ mach gtvater consideration from the Government and that 
thoy should be allowed to retain their arms to protect thempolvex against oppres 
flow antit they were axsured of just administration, This put the Tudeh party, 
Aiwayt in opposition to Seyyid Zia, in a difficult position. ‘They had themselves 
Yor political purpose been chatnpioning the came of the: tribes, but. their 
ontiity to Sayyid Zia. obliged thom to- ery londly against what. they. alleged 
Wr Inextement Of the tribes to rearm and oppose the Government. The Shah, too. 
Yas dintured by the thought that Seyyid Zin was trying to secure the support 
TPahe teibes with a \iew torusing them to bring off n:coup d' Btat ax the Bakhtiari 
find done some decades before, For « time it seemed that he was himself going 
To inake a bid for popwlarity among the tribes, but ho accms:to have reverted 
12 hin father's ides that they must be disarmed as soon and ax ruthlessly as 
antinte and kept i state of weakness lest they became a dangerous instrument 
Pete hands of foreigners or achemers against the throne. The pact of friendship 
hocween Qavam of Mulk aod Navir Quahgai, Inter joined by Murteza Quit Khan 
Bakhtiari, has contributed to peace by removing, for a time at least, some of 
Tee ttases of unrest which lay in long-standing mutual antagoniems. This pact 
ne fam ropresemeed ns nh alliance of the tribes of the south and Tudeh press 
Tins been to olaitaing that this is sinister move by Persian reactionaries 
Wt their masters to form a imperialistic zone of influence in the south. 

197. Affairs worthy of note in the various tribal zones may be summarised 
as follows : 

(a) Bakhtiaric—Some discontent is becoming evident with the rather 
arbittary government of Murteza Quli Khan, who, in spite of his protestations 
athe contrary, appears to be reverting to the customs of the days of Tikhani 
ie the return of which would be hardly more welcome to the tribesmen than 
The return of the military régime of Reza Sbah's days. Murteza Quit Khan 
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to be levying on the tribe the old taxes levied by the Ikhanis and 

ied by Reza Shah. Moreover, he is departing from a well-established 

i the old days when the lacrative posts in tribal administration were 

evenly distributed between the two rival branches of the ruling family. Now 

nly Rictown selatives get these opportunities, and the disgruntled Khans of the 
other branch heartily encourage all the discontent they can find. 

(0) Qashgai—With the hand of the Germans and of Naubakbt our 
felations with the Qashai diminished in importance. Nasir, Khan bas still 
failed to make his submission to the Persian Government in the person of the 
Shat but has had frequent contacts with the Governor-General of Fars and His 
Majesty's Consul, Shiraz. He hankers after but hax not yet been given the 
litle of“ Raisi-Tntizimat” (chief administrator) which is the furthest the 
Persian Government were prepared to go in recognising his position ns head of 
the Guakger, ‘On the whoke the tribe has been quiet, excasional acts of robbery 
serve as a reminder that brigandage is endemic in Fars. 

(0) Kuki-Galu.--On the Yorders of the rthern oil field area in Khuzestan 
the Hakmai tribe of Kubgali hos been indulging in some minor raiding 
Earlier in the year plans had been made by the local Persian commanders for 
the disarmament of this tribe and the western Jancki tribe, but at the last 
toment fears that the Babmai might be supported by other Kubgaly tribes 
Molified the plan, and only the Jancki Jost some arms. It is through their 
Corritory that the Bahenai are now raiding, and the Janeki plead their disarma. 
ment ar justification for being unable to prevent them, A delicately balanced 
Aituation esista between the conflicting sections of the Boir Ahmadi. Hoth 
fides are wearying of the tension and showing a tendency to come to terms 
Whether this will be to the benefit of their neighbours, only time will show 

here hat certainly been less than the usual Boir Ahmad raiding since the 
tribes were occupied in sparring with each other. 

(a) Khuerstan—A. measure of the disarmament of the Arab triton bas 
Leen effected and continues. After some 1,000 rifles had been collected. from 
the Arabs of the Abu Dasht area the Persian troops turned their attention to 
the Beni Taruf who, with opposition from only a small section who flod to Iraq, 
surrendered sowe 1,300 rifles. The Beni Tamim haye now begun to hand in 
their arms Further operations have been successfully undertaken between 
Ahwar and Bandar Shahpur, east of Ahwaz near Khalafabad and on Abadan 
Island 

‘c) Kurdistan.—The tribal situation in Southern Kurdistan has on the 
whole remained remarkably quiet, In August, however, the Persian Govern 
ment conducted an operation against Hama Rashid of Banch, who had rebelled 
‘Against them in 194 and had wrested from them a settlement leaving him in 

fective control of his district. For some time past some Persian authorities had 
held the view that his position was a dangerons encovragement to Kurdish 
Aspirations. This embassy's advice was that any measure against him should 

‘combined with concrete evidence of an intention to provide benefits for the 
Kurdish tribes. Hama Washid, however, played ito th hands of the Govern 

nt by attacking, a neighbouring villa he Government therenpon 
despatched a column against him as a result of which Bauch and Sardasht were 
‘cupid with litle opposition and Hamma Rashid driven from Persian territory 
He has now teen removed from the vicinity of the frontier hy. the Traqi 


Authorities. Most of the chiefs of this area have made their peace, for the 
time being, with the Persian authorities, and if the Persians were capable of 
just administration and a cotisistent policy they would now have the opportunity 
of relieving Kurdish fears and laying the foundation of a permanent settlement 


Tn North Rardistan the is not easy to describe. It is known that the 

Wiesians are in close rs and have not permitted any 
‘Mfensive measures, and disarmament operations or even free movement. to the 
few eam)i garrisons of Persian troops allowed, to be stationed in Azarbai). 
The Russians, or rather the Russian-controlled Tudeh party, have close contacts 
With the Kurds and fifteen notables of the Shakkaq tribe were invited to the 
recent Tudeh conference in Tabriz, It is probably true to say that the Kunts 
Have no real affinity with the Russians and realise that a separationist move 
‘Ment in Azarbaijan, culminating possibly in a republio under Soviet contol, 
Would bold ont no especial benefit. for them (their object being Kurdish 
Autonomy): but they would stand to beoefit from a. complete breakdown of 
Persian Government authority in Azarbaijan following the withdrawal of 
Russian troops and are watching the situation without: committing: themselves 
too deeply 

(31336) 72 














Tribal Lands 

128, Early in February the Persian Ministry of Justice prepared a com: 
plicated bat comprehensive plan for the formation of sub-committees of three 
to examine and devide the many long-outstanding, clairas of individual tribesmen 
and their chieftains to lands which had been forcibly seized from them. and 
exchanged or merely requisitioned and sold to third parties, during the ré 
of Reza Shah. ‘Though no case has yet been completed, the work is progresst 
fand it would seem that the Persian Government genuinely wish to settle once 
and for all these claims which have remained a festering sore in. the country 
The policy of His Majesty's Embassy has been to refrain from sponsoring any 
individual claim but to press for the early settlement. of them all by means of 
these stb.commitiees, 


Persian Army. 

120. 1944 has not been a year of great progre aemy but 
‘on balance, at the close of it they are materially better off and n ‘worse 
off than at its beginning, ‘The defects and shortcomings are the mame ax those 
noted in previous reviows and will persist until the microbe of perverted 
individualian ix eliminated from the Persian system. 

130. A lack of continuity in direction Tas always been a weakens in 
Persian military allairs and four changes in the post of Minister of War and 
five changes in tof the General Stuff have resulted in much 
ahuflling of posts anid b ate officials, There is still 
no olear-cu responsibilities ister for War and the 
Chief of the General Staff and, even if 
tho intervention of LEM. the Shah, either through that. ly 
military Cabinet, or directiy as titular commander-in-chief, through the Chief of 

‘ioral Stafl, produces confusion and opens the door to backstairs intrigues 
1. ‘The close of the year finds the post of Minister for War occupied by 
J, « patriotic and bonest man with background of military training 
i He has sound ideas of eliminating corruption in 
the army but lacks the courage to enforce his will against such formidable odds 
ment Chief of the S poral Hwan Arfa, an 
‘officer ‘of undoubted. conrnge, ene 
excitable temperament, his violent 
hin record, not entirely blameless ax regards pectlation, lower his respect in. the 
army and diminish his chance of success. He has a lively foar of Russian desige 
and, although inclined to be Xevophobic, ix not, at present, unfriendly to us 
‘Though he recognises the weaknesses in the Shah"s character, be worships him as 
Shah and the present danger is that his ebullient nationalism and his fanatical 
helief that an army commanded by the Shab aud controlled by himself is invincible 
in royal minster int ses and trials of strength 
with the tribes in which, at their present level of training, pment and 
administration, they ary likely to comie off the Yoser 
fuffers from shortas of fund 
to mouth on doles of ove-twelfth or two-twolfths of the military budget whic 
Majlis periodically sanctions and which a Treasury, sald to be nearly empty, dotes 
‘out with reluctance and the maximum of del 

134, Ont of tho original budget for 1,580 million rials the Director-General 
‘of Finances has only sanctioned 1,000 million rials. An extra allotment of 
190 million riala to be found from Government profits on the sale of monopoly 
goods, though sanctioned, has not yet been received. 

135, The officer cadre of the Persian army ix riven by internal disse 
Many belong to so-called political parties—not political parties ns we understand 

Dit mutable combinations of crooks banded together to further some 
intrigue or obtain rome temporary advantaze. Many attach themselves to some 
patron from whom they expect tn derive personal advancement 

138, Some of the junior officers and warrant officers have been receptive 
dots of Rossian propaganda. Theit low rates of pay, thet slow rates of pro 
motion, their inability to rise under the dead weight of sloth, corruption and 
ignorance of their seniors have been pointed out to them with, it ix said, some 
offect. 

187, Triiscipline among all ranks of officers attains serious proportio 
‘The recipient of an unpalatable order will evade it by malingering, procrastina. 
tion or bribery; or, if these methods fail, obtain the support of a Majlis Deputy 
to air his grievances. In the last resort he may parchase the vituperative skill 





cy 


f a journalist, who will pour out in his columns such a torrent ‘of slander on the 
tutor of the or ° That he will te glad to rescind the order in order to obtain 
rele 
13 ‘To dissipate the gloom of this picture of the Persia arity there are 
some bright features i 
130 The American military mission has obtained some much-needed equip 
Imeai chiefly medical stores, clotting, boots, and O00 tracks. ‘Two farther loo 
Tits af stores have been forvanied tothe United States 
The mien hes laid down a rudimentary organisation for the issue 
rae miltary transport and a sytem of supply” depts 
which will che I trea ppropriation of stores at the centre, but 
Irectnse control ceases as soot! as iasnes leave the depots; will not eliminate petty 
tation ty rormmanders of waits scheme for eatralised recrait training at 
ivisional centres instead of in regiments met with such opposition that it had 
10 be abandoned 
14}. “Aca result of certain successful minor operations to disarm the tribes, 
of which particulars are given under the ‘rib the morale of the 
troop bab improved, and provided that the General Stall refrain from operations 
beyond their means, this improvenment should continge as the memories of the 
Fn tore Une Britiay and Teussian troops in Augast 1041 grow 


Stalin's tanks and alreraft have never mhaterialised. The conditions 
subsequently attached to the offer stipalated that the units of mixed Rassian and 
Persian personnel which wore to be formed for the purpose of training in these 
armas wore to be under the comtoand of Soviet officers, who were themnselve 
Under the command of the Red army: that the Persian personnel wore to be 
felected with the approval of the Russian commander, and that tho unite were 
ot w be removed from their appointed places of training (Meshed and Kazvin), 
Tor could the material be used for any other parpoxe without the approval of the 
Red army. These conditions were 100 full of alarming possbitition to be accept 
able to the Per eat. who replied that they would accept the material 
ladly—without condi The offer was thereapon angrily withdra 


Persian Gendarmerie 
143. In the gendarmerie, as in the army, plana for improvement are beld up 
by Ink of funda. “The credit demanded by Colonel Schwarzkopf for the modified 
‘organisation he had in view for the current y 
Bendarwerie with a total strength of 25,000—the 
Feally necessary is 40,000—amounted to 600 million rials 
in the budget by Dr, Millspangh is 2%) million rials, which is the bare « 
iments at the increased rates of pay ; these rates are, in fact, Lhe siniraum at 
Which aflicers and men cau bo expected to refrain from partnership with brigands 
‘and thieves. ng gendarmerie ollicers the opinion ix forming that in the 
ic situation of the country’ the Interests of internal 
‘available resources 10, the arvay 
and the po i Schwarzhopf's insistence that-the gendarmerie should be 
independent of the army bas accentuated the lack of jon that bec 
itmmediately evident when the force passed from the control of the Ministry o 
War to that of the I 
144. Colonel Schwarekopf's mission has now been completed to the m 
Mrength of six ollicera eanctioned by the United States. Although, Colonel 
Schwarzkopf has extensive powers it is obvious that six ollers can exercise no 
very effective influence over the actions of personnel scattered in small. packets 
Over an. area of 625,000 square miles, and consequently in the provinces gondar 
erie shows no improvement as the resalt. of Colovel Schwarzkopl's eighteen 
Months’ hard w 
145, Encouraged by some Depaties and other influential persons who would 
like to sce the gendarmerie established in a more important position than 
‘army, he aitos at an organisation which be estimates would require three years to 
build up and whose cost would be justifiable only if the army were reduced to a 
suiall striking force However desirable that might be, it does not seem: to be 
Tealisable in the near future; and it is the efficiency of the gendarmerie in the 
hear future that is of primary interest to ua Towards that very litthe progress ia 
vident.. But it is reasonable to expect that Colonel Schwarzkopf’s energy. and 
drive will produce results in time. Handicapped, as he is, by inadequate funds, 
inadequate American staff, the lack of any co-ordinated. policy on the part of the 

















Government and an ynwilligpess on bis part to adiit that the best may some- 
times be the enemy of the good, he could perhaps not fairly be expected to have 
effected much improvement in an organisation as demoralised, as lethargic and as 
uninspired by any laudable ideal as the Persian gendarmerie 


Persian Air Force. 

146. The fighting value of the Persian Air Force remains as it was a year 
ago—virtually negligible. During the second half of 1944 no fuel was available 
and flying was brought to a standstill. In the air therefore the force is probably 
even worse than it was, though a short conversion course on Ansons which was 

‘vel to ten pilots in Exypt in the summer did some good. On the ground, steady 
though very slow, progress under Royal Air Force guidance has been made with 
the maintenance’ of airframes and engines, but the continued loss of senior 

tis a grave handica; 
jorument in exchange 
Now that the 


summer." He w 
officer who had built up the 

than: his energy. Ho paid a 

partly in connexion with a se 

iit he had hardly left thix country when he was replaced by Sartip Ahmad 
Khostovani, another Air Foree officer, who had, however, not been employed, in 
the Air Fores since 1041 but. who was a friend of the Under-Secretary of War 
and had suddenly become available on hix expulsion by the Russians from Tabriz 
where be had been commanding troops, Sartip Khosrovani is showing commend: 
able energy command, but his ideas about moot things. are out of date 
Sarlaahkar Nakbchevon, vhose training scheme fell with him, was offered. bx 
declined the post af Tnspector-General of the Air Force and left almost at on 
‘on an official visit to Amorion where he still is 


Gicil Airlines in Persia. 
During the year the Tranian State Airline has continued its Tehran. 
dad service.” Followiny of two of the ‘three 
Dominies ordered from the Cnited Kingdom by the 3 of Posts, Telegraphs 
and Telephones the frequency hax heen increased to a tominal twice a. week 
in each direction. The ntel ng from Mehrabad airfield under Royal 
Air Force control with crews seconded from the Persian Air Foree, who are 
eying with some sucess Lo conform to present-day aif und contol prose 
he third Dominie met with a minor accident on its delivery flight at the ead 
tho year, but ix expected in Tehran shortly. An experimental service from 
n to Tefahan, Shiraz and. Bushire was run onco or twice in the summer 
ran not extablished owing to shortage of airoraft. It may soon be rovived 
150. Daring the summer a group of prominent Persians formed a company 
which ix ‘ecking the monopoly of air transport within the country. Part of 
wit scheme may be also to take over the existing postal service to. Bagdad. 
Sarlashkar Nakbehevan is acting a¢ technical adviser and the moving spir 
G. H. Ibtibaj, the present Mayor of Tehran. ‘The company professes. to be 
anxious to work with British intoresta, particularly the British Overseas Airways 
Corporation, and some of its members are genuine in this. There ig, however, 
reason to believe that Ibtihaj himself is at the same time in close touch with 
the Americans. The company has yet to secure formal acceptance of ite proposals 
by the Government, 

151. ‘The frequency of the British Overseas Airway Corporation service to 
Bagdad, Damascus and Cairo was increased in the summer to thrice. weekly 
nach direction. Tt rune to capacity, the small space left over after meet 
official demands being readily taken up by non-official passengers and freight 

162." In the spring the Russians feyan to carry tom Soviet passengers for 
Payment, on their military airerafe plying between Meshed, Tabriz and Pablevi 
and the capital. ‘This led the Persian Government to iste a circular to the 
foreign missions saying that they did not “allow "" any Power to use the internal 
air services and that as soon as aircraft ordered in the United Kingdom and 
the United States arrived the Persian Government would reorganise all air 
servives 


n 


Finance. 

15S. The budgetary deficit for the year 1043-44 (ending on 
00h March, 1944) was 1,082 million rials, as against 7.500 million ia the prec 
TEE, OF te emo badgets the ordinary nd commercial, into which the main 

idget is divided, the ordinary showed a small surplus while the deficit on the 
commercial tndget was 1.214 million rials. This deGeit was dne partly 
the necessity for subeidising Tood-stull, and partly to the wastefil and often 
corrupt management of the Government factories. For the current financial 

1 the estitnstesinid before the Majlis last June (Vuteven nov not yet approved 
by them) showed both the ordinary and commercial budgets practically in balane 
With a small surplas on both taken together af 470,000 rials: 

ISt, ‘The aexnal out-tura for the fire nine months of the year np to the 
2lst December, 1944, shows @ net deficit of 219 million rinls as compared with 
S87 million for the same period Inet year. ‘The situation, however, in less favour 
able than it. app tly because the salaries of Government servants have 
tenn allowed te'ran one mouth in arrent, but mainly beeausn the recsipts fro 
Toone tax, the Tates of which wore inereasod from the hoginning of the yuar 
tre likely tobe much below the optimistic estimate, It ir not poaible at the 
Present stage to five any reliable estimate of the fioal oatcurn; but it, would 
Appear that if the ordinary budget in to be balanced it will only be dono by severe 
ulnomien ia expenditure: although it iw diflalt Wo see whete (opart from the 
fray) econories on a suiicient sale can be made withant grave de 

bie services. The ont-turn o 

nck of fond-stuls held at 

rarament have reached: their statatory. unit for borrowing trom 
National Bank: and both the Minister for Finance and Dr. Millapaugh realite 
tat the position yenerally i very far from satisfactory 

165. There Sens slight check in the inflationary proces ac thé time of 
the favorable war awe towards the end cof the womio, but 1c tar best only 
femporary. Thus the figures of note circulation, which were 6,515 million rials in 
Janvary and 6,262 in June, were 6,640 in December; while bank doposite which 
Were 6,163, taillion in. J fa June, were 9,009" in. December 
Wholesale prricus whic nary rove to 56 (August), doslined t 
442 (October) and were 497 in December. Tho cost of living figure wax 772 in 
January, rose to'855 (August), decreased to 656 (November) and wax O84 in 
December (for both Althoogh the price indices were rather 
higher: in Decembet thar in November, it i# reasonable (6 expect that thare will be 
a further fall from tow onwards, although iti tobe hoped that (twill ba grndual 

166, “A Persian delegation headed by M. Tbtiha}, Governor of ional 
Rank, attended the Middle East Financial Conference, w' as held in Cairo 
during April. With the other delegations, it subscribed to the nmalutions of 
the conference calling upon the countries concerned (4).t0 balance their budget 
(yo aluord aurplag purchasing power by taxation, internal loans ond savings 
fand (c) to ensure the progressive reduction of prices. . In the case of Persia, 

wever, this was ny asily mid than done. Dr. Millepaugh fully saw the 
Toeasures required to bring its finances into order, but. he was taced:qn the one 
hand by’ the native. inertta, and on the other ty ‘wides 
obstruction on the part of the more prosperous classes with a view to avoi 
payment of direct taxatio More it 2 almost impowible to raise an internal 
Boverninent Joan in Persia owing tothe high rntey of interest current in the 
‘Soubtry generally 

157. Dr, Miilspaugh’s diftcuties (described in greater dotail earlier in this 

patch) naturally interfered both with day-to-day adminiatention and with 
the urgent work of post-war planning.” As long ago as lant June vue proposing 
a set bp series of inter locking cotsmlttees toeiposed of Persians and raecsbers 
‘Of his American staff to study the various post-war problems, Instead, however, 
the Government decided 9 few months later to =et up supremo Eeonomic 
Counc of twenty-four members (Persians only) for this porpove, tho Cou 
however, disintegrated after a few meetings, 

5S Sales “of gold on. bebalf of His Majeut: 

Gut the ye The amount sold e sales were be: 
to the 31st December, 1944, has been £6-6 million, 
He effect in combating inflationary 
abled His Majesty's Government quire rials for military expeoditus 
& lower rate than that laid down in the Anglo-Persian financial agtoement 
lecently, however, it appeared that, the market in Persia having reached 
i gold was being smaggled into Iraq and the procords were 
Pa 
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returning in the form of dinar notes. Since this results in an increase in the 
sterling balances of the Persian Government and since under the financial agree 
ment 60 per cent. of the increase in such balances must be converted by’ His 
Majesty’s Government into gold, it was decided (after the end of the year under 
review) that sales should be discontinued. 
‘The financial agreement with the Persian’ Goverament covering. the 
the Persian railway system by the Allies has not yet been signed, 
fen presented to the Government, although the railways were taken over 
as long ayo as September 1041.” Its preparation. was delayed for sass tee 
s it was expected that the United States Government would be a party to it 
hen they decided that they would not, the draft was placed before the Soviet 
Government in order that that Government and His Majesty's Goverament might 
agree a text to be presented jointly to the Persians, The dratt was gives to the 
Soviet Government some mnths ago, but although some snall polnte diese 
have been settled it has so far proved impossible to titaln thee aprese ter a 
It seoms probable that the delay is deliberate. In the meantime the diflerence 
between expenditure and receipts in being made up by His Majesty's Gomera 
100. Liste of the fixed idstallationg and otto ‘eapital assets which 
be required by tho riish and United: States milftary antherines onthe 
evacuation of Persia are being prepared for presentation to the Persian Goveen, 
ment with a view to their purchase by that Government or by private individuals: 
althongh the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company may be given Bit refusal of thos 
items which they require, Both His Majesty's Government and the United States 
G that these assets shall not be transferred to the 
i without payment as it ia fairly clear that the Government 
have hoped, if not expected; and that if reasonuble offers are refused det litions 
will be carried out in order to make it clear that the two Governsnet 
unmoved by Persian protestations, In the meantime it 
Persian Government are preparing (with the belp 
this purpose) a comprehensive list of claims ay 
financial compensation in respect of damase or al 
as the rewalt of its ifices '' in the Allied cause, 
Woods Cy uly was attended by Persian 
‘of Persia to the stabilisation fund was fixed 
nd its contribution to the capital of the bank at 
twenty. These contributions: have not Yet heon ratified by 
the Majlis understood that the then Persian Prime Xt inter authorined: 
a token payment (o be made, 


Keonomie Situation, 
162. In spite of the various political disturbances during the your that 
ave had ir setting the economic administration of the country or tmve 
related directly to important axpeots of Persia's economy, the period under review 
haw been one of steady progress in aupply and orgatisation. Such troubles 
4 ware encountered arose from the normal instability of the Persian character 
(which hater to leave even a good thing alone for long) aggravated by: pressure 
from outside: If the economic picture is cleansed of the hletnishes eageed ie 
tho opposition to the work of the Millspaugh Mission, the insolvency of the 
Govornment, side issues such ax the conflict between Dr. Millspaggh and 
M. A. H. Thtihaj, Governor of the National Bank, discussions in the bod¢ of the 
‘mission, and finally the upheaval following the rejection af the Soviet cdl 
demands, it loaves a view of 1 country in a greatly improved position compared 
breadteas days of 1942 oF the chaotic periods of 1943" The Tehran silo 
ull of grain; agricultural prospects are good: stocks of essential commodities 
are sufficient for many months (thoagh distribution, yreatly improved over hace 
Yel, still leaves much to be desired): and rail and road transport is no lonoce 
the tottleneck it was in the past just after the Allies began to send suppice 
to Russia across Persia, 

103, | This satisfactory state of affairs is the culmination of over two years’ 
hard work by the Anglo-American civil and military authorities in Persia The 
Millepaugh Mission has in 1044 been the facade behind which many Americans 
and British have done excellent work in almost every important aspect of Persinn 
economy. British officers and civilians have played an important part in cereale 
collection and the organisation of road transport 

164. Soviet commercial activities were considerable. ‘The Soviet authorities 
have never co-operated with the other Allies in supplying Persia on a wove 
mental basis with her essential requirements. Nevertheless large quantities of 


such goods were imported from the Soviet Union and he Soviet Tr 
tion on the open market. Sugar and cotton piece goods formed the bulk of 
imports. | The rials obtained in this way were used to buy rice, cattle, sheep, 
small arms and ammunition made in the Tehran arsenals and other Persian pro 
ducts required by the Soviet Union, and doubtless also to finance other Soviet 
activities (¢.g., subsidies to the Tudeh party and certain newspapers). » Soviet 
Survey parties have been active in. the central area (Dasht-i-Kavir), and. are 
lieved to have been prospecting for oil and other minerals 


Cereals and Agricultural Development. 

165. Failure of the rain and snow-fall of ee Winter of 1943-44 caused. a 
Spprohensions at the beginning of the year, and there was the prospeot of a brea 
nd transport crisis in the Spring Only the active yoiemreaier et the sent 
East Supply Centre, with the loan of twenty British officers for a Cereals Collec 
tion team, and of the British and American Military Authorities, with transport 
{17,000 tons of wheat were moved from the Hamadan, Kermoanshah area to th 

sian railway for Tehran) saved the situation. The grain stocks in the Tonner 

‘and in store-rooms elsewhere in the country were gradually built up, and at 
the end of the year there were 260,000 tons of flour. ‘grain in store inch 13,000 
tons in the silo at gh for,265 days’ supply to the city. ‘This result 
as attained ooly by hard relentless work of the eaveals control {Depattineay of 
Agricultural Monopolies) organised by Dr. Black of the Millspaugh Mission 

i» Soviet authorities were much less helpful, but they did allow grain to com 
40 Tehran from the north, except during the oil orisis when they. maliciously 
ut off supplies for about twenty days, ‘The excellent fall of vow in Decombey 
Temoved all fears of a serious water shortage and failute Of erope in 104 The 
Government of India sold 1,000 tons of seed-wheat for wae in the Persian Gulf 
Area where dearth of rain necemilated thie valuable aalstaue. Siontgeh ae 
Government of India agreed to take wheat and barley irom the Zabul (Seistan) 

red of East Persia and wo supply an equivalent valucof whoat-llour in the Persiay 
Gulf. The bargain was not fally implemented by the Persians who, ow: wo 
internal maladministration and greed of local ollicials, were unable to porsuade the 
Zabal cultivators to release the full 4,000 tons of whoat ai barley 

108,  Varaus projecta for the 
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Transport. 

167. The Millspaugh Mission nesumed charge of the Road ‘Transport 
Administration in February, r in aflicers to assist 
in the control of vehicles in the provinces and the ixsue of tyres, With the release: 
by the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation in the simmer of «anttacted 
lorries engaged on" Aid to Russia,” the Road Transport Administration ‘were 

to reinforce their fleet considerably and to relax to sume extent the restrictions: 
‘ou the use of certain classes of lorries. The Soviet Transpor onranisation 

pote against the Road Transport Administra. 

in Isfahan, Kerman and other towns outside 

Soviet *' zone ” (regardless of the Government monopoly”). Otherwise there 
were few hitches rovement of veh 


te of the demands of 
upplies, and southwards from the Soviet “zone.” Oil stocks 
‘or % short while, in December, the unexpectedly heavy civil 











demand cansed some anxiety, but it was found that the increase was genuine, bei 
dug tothe great increase in tbe use of ol intend of coal oF wood for heating ao 
cooking, 


The prospects for British trade 

169. With the end of the war in sight almost all the ‘principal merchants 
in the country turned their attention to the possibilities of trade with Great 
Britain. ‘There is no doubt that as long as Persia’s supply of sterling lasts it will 
be possible to export to Persia anything that United Kingdom exporters can offer 
in the way of woollen and cotton piece-goods and yarns, dyes, chemicals, vehicles, 
machinery for irrigation and agricultural use, power generation, &e., factory 

kinds, building materials, domestic utensils, pottery, clothing, 
lamps, ironmongery and haberdashery of all kinds, and a host 

of capital and consumption goods, We shall in fact have to decide what kinds 
‘of goods we can best spare, and endeavour to steer demand towards them and 
from the goods we do not wish to export. Engiocering service and other 
of technical help would be one of ‘ways of providing Persin with what she 
needs and at the same time of maintaining British influence in this country. A 
tiseful step in that direction has been the signing of an agreement between the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners for the survey of 

irrigation ond hydro-electric project in the Lar valley, in the vicinity of 
‘Tehran. Another agreement reached by the same firm with the Tehran muni- 
cipality forthe preparation of plans for proper water supply and sewerage 
yatem in the capital ix being obsteucted by the Minister of the Interior on a legal 
technicality 

170, The development of trade betwee 
depend very largely on the exchange situation, 
but the rial is nota" hard "currency, Ttis doubtful whether there isany advan 
Lage to be gained from incronaing trade between the sterling area and Persia beyond 
the amount represented by the latter'ssterling balances and the £5 million odd per 
annum represeated by Anglo-Tranian Oil Company royalties and the proceeds of 
Persian exports (carpets: guns deed fruit, nuts, opium oxides) to the sterling 
farca._ If Persia had industrial raw materials other than oil to export the position 
‘xould be different, On the other haud, ws have in the shape of the Anglo-Tranian 
Oil Company's concession a valuable stake in the country, and for that and 
political reasons connected with the position of Peraia in relation to India and 
The Middle Faxt it ix necessary for Great Britain 10 ensure that her influence in 
this country is nt least as great aa that of any other foreign coun 
therefore, be advintageons in the end to promote trade with Persia, expecially of 
kind that brings British tationals to work in this coantey, even if the exchange 
advantages are not all we could desire, 


Locust Control. 

171. Tt had been expected that the control of the dewrt locust (i... migra 
tory) in 1944 would call for considerable efforts, not only by the Persian Plant 
Defence Department but also by the British’ militery unite and the Royal Air 
Force Anti-Looust Plight, which were stationed on the coastal plain between 
Jiwani and Lingolt ready to deat with swarms arriving from India and Arabia. 

172. By March the consistently reassuring reports from both these countries 
hhad led the British Locust Officer in Persia to decide on the withdrawal of the 
Royal Air Force Anti-Locust Flight. ‘The organisation in the Jiwani area was 
also greatly reduced and the area was placed under the coutrol of India entomo- 
ogists, mainly for observation purposes 

173. Unfortunately, several swarms, borne on high winds from West Arabia, 
did, after all, reach Persia during March and the British ground forces were 

 wnfliciently forewarned or mobile to attack theso adults hefore they passed 
iand beyond the coastal plain. However, only one of the swarms laid exes on 


Persian soil (in Laristan) and the resulting hoppers were effectively destroyed by 
the Persian control organisation, while the pareot swarm and. other myading 
bands flow eastwards towards Baluchistan and Afghanistan without farther 


cc 


they had expected to bay from the Soviet Union, and by their inability to make 
alternative arrangements with the requisite speed. 

175. Soviet experts and aeroplanes were sent to help the Persians, but the 
Combined forces could not prevent the maturation of very-large numbers of 
Morocean locusts, which laid eges over what has later been ‘mapped and estimated 
Ait over 110,000 hectares. Arrangements are now being nade between the Persian: 
and the Russians for a joint campaign on a very large scale in the Caspiat 
Provinces in the spring of 1045. 

176. ‘The usual autumn examination of the desert: locust situation in the 
Indo-Persian-Fast Arabian zone (which took place this year at Delhi: in the 

ce of British, Persian and Soviet. members of the Tehran International 
eust Control Committee) led to the conclusion that no swarms would enter 


Mas expect an invasion by dewertIoeuste at any time daring the fret quarter of 
177__ In view of this threat the Middle Fast Anti-Looust Unit has organined 

for the Persian Goverameat « hopper-contol party under a British a 

Officer (and. provided with British military transport and British poison and 

bran), which has already taken up its positions tedefend the coastal area between 

Sask ‘and Lioge. ‘The Persian organisation, which, of course, retains respon 

Ability for the defence of the whole country, hax also been pat ow a ‘war footing.” 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Receieed 27th March.) 
No, 82) 
Sir, Tehron, Vth March, V95, 

1 HAVE, the honour to refer to my despatch No. 269 of the 28th June, 
1944, concerning the budget (i«., both the ordinary and commercial budgets) of 
the Persian Government for the financial year 104-46 (beginning on the 
nt March, 1944) and’to state that the ordinary budget for the year 1945-40 

recently been presetited to the Majlis, Detailed figures of the budget are 

the enclosure(’) to this despatch. 
This. budget balances at 4412 million rials The following 
the ordinary budget only, show for comparison the out-turn for 
car 1943-44, the estimates for the year IM4-45 and the out-turn 
the first Yen months of this year >— 


Wwot-44 1014-45 Acton) 
‘eto (Gratton worth), 

Expenditure 3.097 3,200 

Revenue 4385 3183 


4685 -7 


Tk Will be oluerved that the figures of out-turn for the year 1943-44 differ from 
those given in my despatch of ube 28th June, owing to certain corrections and 
Adjustments subsequently made between the ordinary and commercial budgets 
3. tis to be noted that the ordinary budget for 1943-46 is only balanced 
‘by the transfer of a hypothetical surplus of 500 million rials from the commercial 
Dauget, which has nol yet been prepared. ‘The estimate of 88 milion rials from 
income tax during 194-45, which has proved to be much too high owing to 
Passive resistance on the part of the taxpayer and an inadequate system of 
‘collection, has been written down to G4 million in 1945-46, which will still be too 
high unless the law can be more strictly enforced. ‘This figure provides only 
16 per cent. of the estimate of total receipts. Indirect taxation (including the 
ies on opium, tobacco, sugar and tea) accounts for 50 per cent, and the 
Anglo-Persian oil royalties account for 12 per cent. The estimated revenue from 
posts anid telegraphs of 120 million rials will not cover the expenditure on the 
service, which is estimated at 145 million. ‘The budget also includes receipts 


() Not printed 




















of 125 million from the public domains and ceded properties, which. previously 
formed part of the commercial budget; expenditure under this head ie estimated 
at 76 million for the year 

4. The expenditure side of the budget is divided up much in the same 
proportions as in 144-45. Thus, expenditure on dhe army is estimated at 
1,100 snillion rials, or no less than 25 per cent. of the total, Army, gendarmerie 
‘and police expenditure together account for just under 40 per cent. of the total. 
Administration of the tobacco and opium monopolies 1s, estimated. to cost 
550 million rials, representing 11 per cent. of the total, while the Ministry of 
Finance require rather over 300 million, mainly for the collection of taxation 
‘The percentages of expenditure alloated to education and. public bealth are 
respectively six and three; although it is true that there is an increase in 
expenditure on education of 25 per cent. in 1043-46 as against the preceding 
year (300 million Compared with 240 million), 

5. vis handly necessary to comment on the lack of proper proportion (a) as 
between receipts from direct and indirect taxation, and () on the expenditure 
side in general, caused by the starvation of essential public services in favour 

‘of a military body which, on account of its size, corruption and inefficiency, is 
regarded by most with suspicion, dislike and ridicule. 

6. Nor is it possible at this stage to comment, with any certainty, on the 
probable accuracy Of the estimates.” The year 1945-40 is one in which it appears 
ikely that the Persian Government will have to begin to face its war 

problems, including the difficulty of collecting taxation, for which it is far from 
prepared, It is impossible to consider the Gnances of the Government as a whole 
without @ knowledge of probable revenue and expenditure under the commeroial 
badget, When this budget is prepared, and when the figures of out-turn for 
144-45 are available, it may bespoesibie to view the situation more clearly 

7. In the meantime, the Majlix has turned over the ordinary budget for 
1H5-46 to ite Le ed Commission for examination, That body ix not 

conspicuous in expediting its business; and, indeed, the Majlis iteelf has not 
yet approved the tadget for 1944-40, 

Copies of this despatch with the encloure() ary being. sent to the 
Government of Tudis, to the Minister Resident in the Middle Rast, to His 
Majesty's Ambassadors, Washington and Bagdad, and to the Depariment of 
Overeaumminde T have, & 


(for the Ambarsador), 


'D, W. LASCELLES, 
(1) Not printed 





(B) Weekly Intelligence Summaries. 
(8 70/70/34) No. 15, 


ay 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Blen—{Received 4th January, 1945.) 
(No. 473), 
HIS Majesty's representative prosonts his compliments to His Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
hereorth a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the period the Lith Daceaber 


to the 17th December, 1944, compiled by the 
Tehran, 8th December, WHA. 


attaché to this legation. 


Enclosure in (3) 
(Beoret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the Period 
Tth-I7th December, 144 


¥ Persian A fiairs. 
Potiticat, 

BEFORE his departure Kavtaradzeh informed the Prime Minister that he 
regarded the passing of Dr. Musaddiq's Bill by the Majlis (see Sammary 
No. 47/44. paragraph 1) as au act unfrioudly to Rossia and that its revision was 
essential to the re-establishment of good relations between the Soviet and Persian 
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wits Tn an account of this interview published ii a mews-sheet, in 
Feet Jo sued ta Teliran by the Soviet Embassy it-was added that 
Kavtaradzeh had told the Prime Minister that he realised that the law had been 
Gees as a result of promare by enn of Perso-Soviet friendship, such as 
fel and Seyyid Zia, and that such a law was inconsistent with the existence 
Of concessions already enjoyed by foreigners in Persia, ‘The Prime Minister and 
Bie Gorcrament hare bean considerably. perturbed by the menacing attitude o 
Kaviaradzeh, and they are in a mond to make concessions to placate the Russians 
These might take the form of asking them to provide the experts and the 
‘machinery for the exploitation of the oil in the northern provinces by a so-called 
Persian compan ss 
he Russians realise that the opposition of the Majlis must be overcome, 
and it inom that ody that their attention is now concentrated. Bribes have been 
‘fered to Deputies and, it is said, have been accepted by some. Others are being 
intimidated by threats: Many aro beginning’ to waver, and it cannot now be 
Amumod with any confidence that a majority would be found ready to oppos 
Proposals by the Government to give concessions to the Russians that woul a 
flect be tantamount to surrender. Faith in the courage of the Government has 
teen shaken by their failure to make any vigorous protest against the expul sion 
from the northern provinces of officials and other Persians ig to the 
Tumians or to recall the Governor-General of Eastern Azarhaijan for sending 
clear telegram recommending the grant to the Russians of the concession they 
‘were demanding i ; 
seen 1 in the northern provinces the Russians are succeed in 
Attsg all oppoat me 120 workin Wea refed 4 oi the Tuc 
Tactories in Gilan and Mazanderan. | Deputies 
Feitng lend in the provinces occupied by Russian troops, although they would 
bethe first to lose by the triumph of Russian designs, seem prepared to go to al 
fany Jength to propitiate the Russians in the vain hope of saving their estaten, 
ie The Prime Minister has laid before the Majlis « Bill for the abrogation 
6f Dr. Millspangh’ powers and for the transfer of those powers 
W the Government. Tt that the Hill willbe passed and Chat 
Dr. Mill ‘whore his functions will be Himited 
no Plowing on an. isterpellali a (which wa, owen 
withdrawn) on two matters--the alleged illegal suppression of certain newspaper 
Meer ee Haley ual the angen of the Govern 
fiion by Soviet officials of Persian subjects from the northern provinete-— 
Nrumont was given a vote of confidence by 72 votes against 5, with 


15 abstention 


Beonomic. ; 
Yor the anti-locust campaign in Persia this your the British military 
or retgieing nssstance by lending « transport unit of some fifty-six 
Wehicles with the necessary personoel. ‘This unit will operate in the aren Lingab 
Tandar Abbas Jask and it will be used for transporting poison bait and working 
Parties and for maintaining communications 


A ppointments—Citil 


T—-(i) Hassan Fareaneh (F.0. 63) to be Governor-General of the Int Ustan 


(Gilap), 
Ws Tabatabai to be Farmandar of Khoi. 
(iil Dr Busurgmilr to be Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Health 


Persian Forces. 
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9... General Ridley has returned to America. It is re i 
sources that hess to cscus the futur of the Amrices advice i te ee 
amy and also ig endeavour to arrange for the shipment of supplies for the 
le is expected to be away for at least a month. 
of tach il has been laid before the Xajiis to lepalise the selection by ball 
of the number of conscripts required each year by the army, the quota for each 
town oF ig assessed aocording to its population. ‘In the preamble to 
wo Bill it is stated that the average class that becomes liable to conscription each 
Year amounts.t0-120,000, but that not more than 40,000 are required by the army. 


Gendarmerie, 


11.) Following on the issue of new winter uniforms, of 

»w winter uniforms, of extra blankets and of 
transport and the more regular. payment of salaries, an improvement ie ao 
noticeable, in the morale atl appearance of the gendarmerie of the. Tehran 
‘istrict ”‘This has resulted in a notable improvesent in recruiting. 


Russian A fairs 


12. Persian papers that receive thei 
ceive their inspiration from Ri noes have 
recently tn publishing artis acaving nat Bealn of n rections aed 
imperialist policy and arguing that Russia must protect hereelf againat. the 
STaneatinent in Persia of & Government under British inluenr.- Two examples 

ese artic ‘attached to this Summary, If these articles we i 
generally believed, 7 ot published 
& i a dictated by the Russians, they were certainly not published 

13, Within the last. few days the Russians have brough: i 
Mle V Yak fighlar and un MK trina hich ace now in hangars a Ts 
mca ntrolled. airfield, part of the aitlield is, now clowd to. British 

‘At tho same airfield the Russians have 

their nova they require no more than fifty aixiys. and seas B00 my ne ot 
ie tril iad ge cae 
creating tthe elect that wome thousands of wits of civilian clothing rebeon 
ordered, and the popular Uscory in inn troops will be dressed in these to 
take part in Th demonstrations + unas '00P willbe drewed in thee to 

‘The Persian comtnittes that was formed for the collection of 
Soviet suffer the war his published iasehowing that aes 
of 7.501061 rials has bon banded to the Soviet Aisa: mom Ha 8am 


French Affaire 


10, General de Gaulle passed through ‘Tehran o1 
Pees Ne Mle passe! through Tehran on his return from Moscow, 


Appendix. 
Katracts from Russian subsidised Persian Press 


Achiv, 10h December, 1944 


LEADER entitled "Is the New Brit ' D: 
of tho artilo the following verse from Seta 1 bore ake thant atte toR 
by a great man from the mouth of a wolf. ‘In the evening he brought out he 
knife and began to cut the throat of the lamb, The lamb complained and said 
You, who rescued me from the clutches of the wolf, 1 see that : 
are wolf”"” ‘The writer states that he i 
when be was a child, He then 
Hone and announcements and 
that force still prevailed in the w d 
wore fired upon and the Teper rid 
4 Government which ba it i the savage war of the 
Nazis and had taken ref ed. ity time with 
ceremonial visite Although hed its bees! for the 
freeing of ite homelan . , imprisonment and exile, and crimes 
been committed against it by the Nazis, it had finally driven out from its 
homeland the evil forves of fascism and puppets of foreigners, It was now 





cry 


considered as rebels and was obliged to lay down its arms without query and to 
Surrender to a Government which threatened it, in the event of refusal, with the 
Feat forces which i (that Government) hnd rescued, from the betteields of 
ler and stored up for such a-day. The youth of Belgium was told by 
Government that it had been freed in onder that it, should act in-accordance 
‘of that. Government and that the Atlantic Charter could not be inter. 
reted in any other way. Of course, the people should decide their own destinies 
British people would do this, bat under the force of arms and the yoke of 
that Government. After Belgium came the turn of Greece. - The British Prime 
Minister in his speech revealed the hidden, plan of British Conservative. states 
men. The world had opened its eyes and. realised the: true meaning of. these 
charters. It had realised that the colonial policy of the leaders of the Conserya- 
tive party and other reactionary British elements would. uot. change so easily 
‘The British reactionaries, contrary to the desire of the British people, would not 
refrain from using force and bolding down, weak peoples witli pressure 
Churelill said. the Greek people naturally were free to. decide their own destiny 
‘could choose whatever régime they liked, but they bad no right to take action 
in this matter, and the diflerent classes in Greece could not struggle with each 
other in order to determine what. régime they should have. If they took up arms 
Chnrchill had said that-the British, in the nate of the preservation, of security, 
would prevent any kind of violentaction, These apparently Jogical words had a 
frightening meaning which Churohill's recent, speech confirmed. ‘Churchill in 
his recent specch had said that, although the Greck crusaders had shown self 
saerifice in turning out she German invaders, they had:not a majority, and the 
Greck people would decide upon the Government of Greece, With these 
Apparently: logical ‘words the fight against. the. proud crumders of, Greece had 
begun. ‘Thus those who had liberated Athens became the targets of the British 
fodvos and the streets of the capital were tured inta rivers of blood. This was 
the blood of young med, who hail risen up against Hitler, in spite of hunger and 
other hardahips, with the most primitive weapons, even with sticks, The British 
Parliament two evenings ngo had supported this ungenerous fight with a vote of 
Paaent we crenings Aig Ha grr nf 
with minor differences, was being witnessed in Ttaly. There also in the name of 
the preservation of secarity, interference was taking place in the destiny of the 
People. If the American forces had not been there, pethaps the atreata of Rome 
Wwould have witnessed the sare terrible wenes as the streets of Athens, and 
Churchill, in the name of the preservation of the righta of the majority, would 
have made the Ttalian people, the real enemies of fascism, tangets and would 
have vet up a Government which was 100 por cent. obedient to the orders of the 
Conmerratives in London. It wax apparent. that any Government which was 
tn the taste of policy of the British Prime Minister and tose up against 
‘of Landon was not the representative of the majority of the people 
To cathtish this view it was not necessary to rofer to the voles of the people 
the words of Churchill and the majority of the British Parliament were sufficient 
caf. Tt was not clear that thir policy wold sot extend to France and other 
erated countries and that Churchill, to preserve security, would not interfere 
oMfcially. in deciding the Government. for the. whole. world. Although ‘the 
‘Amrican Government had expressed ite dissatiafaction in Ttaly and announced 
‘offcially that it sould on no account interfere inthe internal affaira of the 
fountry and thatthe Htalian peopl, lke other peoples of the wort, a het 
vneaedance with the Atlantic Charter to decide their own destiny and bring to 
aang i. which they pleased, the conduct of 
hong the great masses of 
rid. affairs, bait it seemed 
Parliament had caused 


accordance with 
rreement Wil 
iad shown self-eacrifice and that 

















which hnd not taken the smallest step to help them (the Greek crusaders) in their 
Mhigelet Would intory. repest Tesle © Would. reactionary elements and 

vative diplomats take control of world affairs and keep the peoples in 
slavery and darkness? Would parasites and execationers oppress the peoples in 
the name of the majority. The paper did not think that this plan woald be casily 
ox profitaly accomplished or that the British peopl could suse i such esry 


Rahbar, 10¢h December, 1944. 
LEADER states that Kavtaradzeh had left Persia after a'stay of a little over 
a month, None of the Persian authorities were prepared to listen to him or to 
Consider the proposal which he brought. Sa’ed, with the formula **oil after the 
war,” put an obstacle in hie way; Dr. Musaddiq went further than this and placed 
the responsibility for the exploitation of oil on a Government which could ‘not 
even asphalt tho streets of its own capital, There was, perhaps, no precedent for 
the refusal to consider a proposal brought by the Assistant Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs of nnother country. Supposing Kavtaradzeh's proposal had been 
innweptable, what international exigencies could have made it proper to refuse 
to consider itt Kavtaradzeh had not left Persia because the oil problem was 
volved but because it was apparent that the ruling classes were not prepared to 
tuk for w solntion and were increasing the difficulties in his way. As the paper 
had stated before, the object of the Russian Government in applying for an oil 
to obiain’ an imperialist concession, but. on the contrary the 
Teussian Cov Thad an urgent need to prevent imperialist influence in Persia 
tand it considered an oil concession a means of achieving this, What Power could 
guarantee that a second dictator would not appear in Persia after the war and 
Fecreato the period of Roza Khan, which suffocated all democratic inclinations 
fu feenly fein toward Rusia? Dr. Muna, in bis spech ono had 
Shown that tho royalties received from the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company were spent 
‘the railway and the purchass of arms, neither of which were in the interests 
Persia, but were to be used against the Russian Government one day. As 
it happened, world events were much that they were used for the benefit of Russ 
But who could guara jul be the case in the future and they would 
not be aed againat Rueva by a reactionary ( ‘he Russian Govern- 
had not wndertaken all these. saerifi ‘tionary barrier to be put 
Wp aa her a hal ben i the at ty ‘odd years, and for a Government 
Tike'the hired Government of Poland of the dictatorship of Reza Khan to be put 
tip. _ Te was neither in the interests of Rusin or of Persia that Russia's interests 
Tu be heglocted. ‘The Ransian Government could not tolerate a Government 
‘which had heen born of the Government of Reva Khan or a similar Government 
The Persian people also, from the point of view of both internal and. foreign 
policy, were Hot prepared to tolerate euch » Goverament. If the paper was 
Gritieised for talking about Rusa it did so because Persian interests 
‘ould only be asstited. by tak eresia of other Govern: 
nents. andl peoples, and in poet the interests of powerful neighbouring 
Governments, ‘were reasons why the paper ahonld talk: about Russ 
{ntoreete which, in thie abocw-mentioned ease, were in harmony with the interests 
Af the Persian people in the opposition which they showed to reactionary elements 
in Persia and the G ef Roz Khan. Apparently after the war the 
Rrunies of the three Powerx would leave Perain, bt the real situation was that, 
Mt 'the condition of the Persian Government remained n4 ik was at present, only 
the influrace of Russin woold be removed from Persia, because everybody knew 
that the Persian Government, the Persian Majlis, Persian politicians and the 
sitainistration did not belong to the Persian people and. were merely agents 
She had no will of their own. Consequently it was natural that the Russian 
Government was anxioas at this ** wet id the Persian people had the right 
te Mtrive with all their might w'change the nature of the Government. The 
Cactionary Government of Persia oppored with all its force the grant of an oil 
Concession to Rusia and welcomed with joy the Bill of Dr. Musaddi 
ike the orders of Reza Khan, was ratified without discussion, lest any 
from his one-sided polity as a result of the grant of this concession should occur 
‘The paper would repeat that the way taken by the Persian Government had not 
dalvel the problem. The Majlis and Dr. Musaddig had merely shown that they 
SOuld not splve such problems.” Dr. Mosaddiq and his followers had not removed 
the problem; they had merely removed its solution from the competence of the 
Pergan Government and handed this over to foreign circles. In conclusion, the 
paper asks the Russian Government not to consider the conduct of the Persian 
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Government, which was based upon reactionary circles, Ube expression of the 
Persian people, and to be assured that the Persian people were disgusted at the 
‘one sided policy of the Governments which were imposed-apon. them, and would 
ever take any meastires against nations which respected their independence and 
freedom 


[B 9318/70/34) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 13th January, 1945.) 


(No. 490) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
mal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
mmary No. 4 for the period the 18th 
ttaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 3st December, 1944 


Enclosure in (2) 


(Secret) 
Military Attacké’s Intelligence Summary No, 49 Jor the period the 18th 
xt December, 1944 
Persian Affairs 
Political. 

IT is reliably reported that. the Soviet Ambassador hns told the Py 
Prime Mitiater that be had been instructed to inform him that the 
Governtnent considered that, until the law prohibiting the granting of an 
concession to any foreign organisation was revised, good relations could not 
atablinbed between the Soviet and Persian Governments, ‘Thix intimation hs 

relled the hope that Kavtaradzeh had perhaps gone further, than Moscow 
inthnded; and the consideration of means to placate the Soviet Governm 
ow occupying the ( to the exclusion of nearly all other 
business. 

2 Ro ed activities are being intensified among all 
lassen of Propaganda has been extended to the schools: Anxiety iv 
incre a the middle classes. particularly among. th 
Mininees: Threats are being clrculated from some source OF a 
neat demonstrations organised by the Tudeh party attempts will he made on 
Tives of landowners, priests and Government officials, Prominent Tucdeb lea 

‘idati, have been sent to Mazanderan, allogedly to organise 
opposit fatan'party, which has some following there, In, many: places 
there i 'Niter meetings of factory workers convened by the lead 
of the Tudeh party in Yaz! ore incited againat their employers, 
the workers of the moat important te fory went on trike, Tn one of the 
tulle ie Shahi (Mazanderan) a demonstration hy the workers led to rioting. and 
taahooting by dhe gendarmerie, which resulted in. the wounding of some workers 
tnd the death of @ Soviet soldier who was in the vicinity. | The Russian t 
thereupon disarmed the geodarmerie and, according to one fairly rel 
have expelled them from Shahi. A partial strike also occurred in the ‘Te 
muninelpal power hotise, which was prevented from spreading by the introduction 
Of Perean foilitary technicians to operate the machinery. From Meshed it is 
Teported that the Soviet Coneal General has taken eloven Persians to Tashkent 10 
Aterd’ the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of, the founding of the 
Turkenenistan Republic. In Azarbaijan propaganda for tho formation of 
provincial and district councils continues, 

peri Russian-inspired Persian press continues to make bardly veiled 
attacks on the imperialist nature of British policy in Europe and the 
to aires the argument that Russian policy is directed towards 
Pe coe cot fall under the infivence of imperialist powers. The Russians, 
Tave'the Tudeh paper Rakbor, do not fear the Persian people but only those 
ee ine Thus may make them their tools, The Russian desire for a security zone 
Geman T ignce by that is meant a zone adjacent to the Russian people whero 
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those elements will not be allowed to take root. Between the two wars the British 
established paramount influence in Persia with the object of making it a base 
for hostile action aguinst Russia. They first intended to do so by means of the 
1919 agroement, but they found a better way by bringing Reza Shah to power 
A situation similar in some respects to that of 1918 exists to-day 

4. Another example of this propaganda is attached to this summary as the 
first appendix. It is having some eflect, inclining Persians to think that Rus 
might modify her policy if British influence was less evident and that it migh 
even be as well if Persians showed themselves to be a little anti-British. » They 
‘are not without justification for believing that hostility to the British is a passport 
to Russian favour, 

5, Seyyid Zia recently published in one of the Persian papers a frank and 
courageous criticism of Russian policy in Persia, A summary is attached hereto 
as the second appendix. It created a considerahl ‘The paper 
Published. about five times its usual number of copies. in copies were 

ng for up to By, Seyyid Zia’s re now stands higher among 

that it was n to Persia 
ieressive measures ract. British 
fluency and to prevent the establishment of a pro-British Government, 

6. The Prime Minister has tabled a Bill for the establishment of a Supreme 

upervisory Connicil whose function it would be to make detailed study 

rafted by the Government before they are tabled. ts composi 
Ministers without Portfolio, the Under-Secretary of State in the Pri 
office_and five exports ‘hes of administration. 

7. The Bill amio powers of Dr, Millspaagh 

not yot passed tho Parlia Deputies have now had to face tho fact 

to find an alternative arrangement forthe effective control of 
vai have been made 
ibution 
‘exiting ministries: the appointme 
continue © control economic affairs through changes of Governm 
tranafr to the present Prime Minister personally of tho powers heli previously 
hy Millspaugh. The last proposal has found little favour, There in a fairly 
general appreciation that the economy of the country cannot he pat ou a wand 
footing without a long-term program tly. carried ont, ‘This the 
ies realise would not be 1 mic powers were to be vested 
in anyone 0 short-lived as a Persian Cabinet Minister. - There ix now some 
appreciation of the advantages there were in having’ all economic powers 
concentrated i the hands of a permanent and impartial oficial; and as a resule 
Dr. Millspangh’s stock has gotie up. 

The “Indopendent Front newspapers (see Summary No. 47/44, 
paragraph 5) have published manifesto expressing disapproval of the policy 
St the Government whom it accu of showing hontlity to democracy, of ‘lgaly 
suppressing newspapers, and of general weakness and inactivity 

An expert review of the Persian press shows that of 107 papers, including 
Weeklies, with licence to publish in Tehran, about 70 can be classed as having 
nogligible influence: very few have a circulation large enough Lo cover the cost 
oof publication; 13 draw their inspiration from Russian sources. Not all publish 
regularly. 


Appointmente—ciet 
10.—(i) Taqi Nabavi (F0,150-M.A.188) to be Persian Minister in Portugal: 
fi) Riza Fahimi to be Farmandar of Zinjan Lach can 
(iil) Zoin ul Abidin Sadri to be Farmandar of Malayer 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 

11. Discord was got long in showing itself between the recently-appointed, 
or rather reappointed, Minister for War and the Chief of the General Sa in 
the four months during which there had been no Minister, General Razinara 
had done more or less as he liked in the army, and in the provinces, particularly 

n the triball areas. he had usurped more and tore of the futictions of the Ministry 
of the Interior, ‘The Shah had become distrustful of his intrigues and ambition: 
the Russians were displeased with him since they held him responsible for the 
action taken by the Military Governor of Tehran to suppress Tudeh demonstra. 
tions; and he had for one reason or another antagonised many of the Deputies 
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Consequently there was little opposition to his 1 
Kon dlgeatle and cnergetie Chist ofthe Stall that has boon seen daring th 
three years, but be is unserupulously ambitious, corrupt and an inveterate 
intriguer. He has been succeeded by General Hassan Arta, a strong Nationalist 
resentful of foreign interference in Persia, obsessed by fear of Russian designs 
‘and consequently, for the present, not unfriendly to the British. “He has neit 


Popularity nor much respect in the army 


er d li ctor-General of th 

densrat haat Nakeber pst TaapelotGaieAl at the 
Bee Al gos eho oeptls a tMlicial "ist to England, has 
tow efi to visit America on the inv the United States Goverment 
‘He travelled in the same aircraft as General Connolly. 


Appointments—military ; 
773i) Sarlashkar Hassan Arfa (F.0,90-MLA.37) to be Chief of th 
jeneral Staff vice Sarlashkar Razmara, relieved; 
(Gi Sartip, Kazim Shaibani ote Military Governor of ‘eran 
‘Sathang Hejazi, relieved; 
(in SauatnE BEF Ra 20 2-4 9) en ary 
jovernor for the purpose of applying military law to offences 
committed on Allied lines of cotmununications rice Sarlashkar 
Hassan Arfa; 
(iv) Sartips Itimad Magaddam, Qadar, and Amidi and Sarhang Atapur 
to be army inspectors 


Internal Security, 


14. For some time past the Tudeh press, which previously had been inclined 
to champion the tribes as sufferers from the tyrannous British-supported nigime 
Of Reza Shah, has been accusing them of bring, the supporters of reactionarios 
land of feudalism. The reactionatics are accused not only of opposing proporals 
for disarmament bat also of supplying arms and ammunition. to the tribes 
Reports have been published of consignments of arma landed on the Persian 
shores of the gulf and distributed among the tribes. Tt is made cloar that the 
Teactionaries referred to are the “ masters" of Seyyid Zia and his like. The 
alleged union of the tribes of the south comes in for much attack, One of the 
Russian subsidised Persian papers says that it is no surprise that Qavam ul Mulk 
‘and Morteza Quli Khan Bakhtiari should fall in with the designs of those whose 
Bee ee oe tot Rocmemamaemanine tear Gash: win 
like his father had always posed as a great patriot, should now have become 
a Persian Quisling. Such attacks are likely to have sone. effect.on Naair and 
thas many divrorage him from being to openly friendly with British officials, 


Khuzestan 

15. It that the Persian authorities are satisfied with the number of 
farms collected from the Beni Turuf. Attention has now been diverted to’ the 
Bani Tanim who have begun to surrender their alms. 


Russian Affairs 
16. ‘The following is believed to be an accurate list of Russian gencral 
ficors in Persia = 
Ae rear General Souletnikelt - Cocstasidtéy ‘all Risatan force Ia Poreia, 
Major-General Gaidukoy : nd in command to above. 
Major-General Russoy Chief of Stall 
At Tabris— 
Major-General Glinski : Commanding troops in Azarbaijan. 
Major-General Labor: Chief of Staff 
Rezaich— 
At Niejor-Genersl Smiraor : Commanding troops in Western Ararbaijan. 
At Gurgan— 
Mafor General Trantin= Commanding troops 
(31398) 
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jor-General Sobol (): Commanding troops 
Major-General Filfato: Commanding troops 
At Tehran— 
Major- Ger si: Soviet Transport Direc 
Major-General Zorin: Iransovteans, 
It is understood that the two las 
conidia gimlermtood that the two last-named are independent of General 
17. Ttis reported, bit not yet confirmed, tha 
thirty have returned to Russia 


cd f the sixty Yak fighters th 
(see Summary No, 48/44, paragraph 13), 


French Affairs 


18. It is reported on fairly reliable authori % 
bas invited the Persian Government tosead Stelios ts Peease ian aes at 


: Eoyption A faire 

19, ‘The Porsian press reports that Mahim Ps 

Fay Tes eeainn pees reports that Mahmut Sabet Pasha has bees appointed 
Turkih Affairs. 


20. Kamal Kupralu, said now to be Turkish 


has been appointed Turkish Ambassador to Persia, eader i” Afghanistan 


Americun Affairs, 


2h Maj 1 Conn imanding Ub 
“ cally, commanding the United St 
Comiand, has been recalled to Avserica for akother appoinisene “Ne hee ¢ 


succeeded, temporarily at Jena 
qusceede, temporarily at least, by his secoud-in-command, ‘Brigadier-Coneral 


Appendix 1 
Batructs from Rusvian-subvidived Persian Pree, 


2Lit December, 19H. 


Furthermore, if the Imperialist P 

puter miperialist Powers neeledl a "sphere of influence " 
te prs thei clonies, i Poria, Irn Agana mt Egypt were called 
‘annexations " in their political lexicon, then Russia, whose rime wa 
ant amperainc, ‘cold ‘nok tolerate being surroonded by, the hurecalicns 
Pomory their colgniee or thei sphere nf influence,” which would when the tine 
came flood over her new world. For this reason Htussin, after, havi me 
norms sacrifices to save herself and ald not sabe 
encircled by the imperialist oe Cae 

ounce srate 6 let her toanarie ofthe neta nce of imperial 
erwise hor security and her existence would be in danger, For thes reason 
the territories of the neighbours of Hussia ‘ould be called wait f ecu, 
« Rlces where no be hive aginst Rossi could be buile ‘Be 
cons, ub to-day Britain was the ally ‘and friend. of Persia and was not 
considered as the country which had signed the 4007 and 1019 treaties. and th 
not want his opponents to use his statements ax evidence against him, 


but, in order to elucidate the ma 
but, order to elucidate the matter, he would mention the following. few 


world, would ‘not submit to being 


(1) In 1312, when a plan for a trans Pe 
Porsia and the Afghan borders with th Gur’ 
Ea rat at aly Oa te ace 
defence of India consisted of surrounding her wi belt af 
inp mania eo a hd haa 
lefence of lia of the strategic value of Pe n rt 


linking the east of 


85 


{@) In the 1907 treaty Persia was so partitioned that the Russians had no 
Common frontier with Afghanistan and the:neutral zone was very 
furrow in the west and very broad in the east; this was another 
measure which was taken for the defence of India 


ow, of course, Britain had reconsidered the problem of the defence of India 
but one could not forget that before this war Russia was surrounded by countries 
Which were onder the influence of an anti-Russian policy and great damages were 
inflicted upon her. Now Rassia, in order to secure her interests, was compelled 
{6 eradicate the influence of the nefarious anti-Russian policy from these 
districts. These ‘were considered the belt of security for Russia not in 
the sense of being under Russian influence, but that anti-Russian influences 
should not be implanted there. 


Appendix 2, 


Stimmary of the statement published by Seyyid Zia-ed-Din Tabatabai in 
Ra’di Imruz of the 20th December, 1044, 


KAVTARADZEH’S statement that the Oil Bill was the work of enemies 
of Soviet-Persian friendship such as Sa’ed and myself is an unforgivable calumny 
fis well asa blunder ugainst the Majlis. Persia has never been a menace to Russia 
~withess my own actions twenty-four years ago when Bri ‘occupation 
Of Persia, could, had she wished, have threatened to have disreputed Russia, | 

ned the first Soviet representative to Tehran : now, thanks. to the ernars of 
yresentatives, I ain accused of anti-Russian activities, No, patriotic 
to wish to work against Russia, Such statements 
by Soviet representatives a crate attempts to find pretexts and. confuse the 
ame. ‘The claim that the north i : 
Prelude to further, and at la 
‘other countries will claim a. secu 

‘Even if Great Britain and I 
has no meani 
‘and Persia does not come 
does not arise; the world is! 

‘"Tabensraum:” principle—for that 

Tr after the'war, the Majlis ehould decide to grant 4 concession to a foreign 

Pike USSR. should be given precedence; because we are bound to her by 
ties of gratitude ‘ration and of propinguity 

Tie imerference of the Allies in the internal affairs of Persia is contrary 
to tha later of the Treaty ,and encroachment on Persia's integrity daily increased 
The'Porman Governmeat is now incapable of enforcing its authority. British 
officials in the west and south, Soviet officials i orth interfered in the 
tlections this interference was the direct result af Allied troops 
tthe capital, and of the intimidation of the central Government... Soviet troops 
Drevent Persians travelling about their own country: Soviet authorities expel 
Penith citieens from the northern provinces; the Cabinet has to have Sov 


permission to seid out its own troops to preserve security ans, have 
Fxcomne suspicious of the political intentions of the Allies. 

Then ta this atmosphere an amicable solution of the oil question could have 
teen Mached--had not the statements of Kavtaradzeh and the anti-Sa’ed 
agitation of Tndeh demonstrators and the Russinn-backed press deliberate! 
saiatiited the situation. Kavtaradzeh, whose intentions were good, was im 
Of reality toblame. . He was misled by the Soviet Embassy anu the Tudeh. Still, 


Peeeae ent was inconsistent with common courtesy and international rights 
He had no legal power to break off diplomatic relations. We realised that the 
Soviets had the power to bully us; bat we could not suppose that a Government 
professing the principles of Lenin would support its Embasy in humiliating us; 
Especially after our sacrifices on its bebalf. me 

sarei's only fault was trust in the Soviet Government and in Stalin’ 
declataom made at Tehran. He was not discourteous, much less criminal 
Peer ee auty. But the demonstrators against him on the 27th October were 
protected by: Russian. machine-cuns—not only in. Tebran, | Telegrams 9 oor 
vrotecentatives abroad, telling them of our humiliation, were heli wp by, the 
heey sessarship. We realised that we had lost our independence, Sa ef stood 
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firm but-the shameful behaviour of our Allies drove him to resign: The heart. 
breaking letter of resignation should be read to futare generations in Persian 
‘The base, unfounded calumny of accusing certain people of enmity to Soviet. 
Persian friendship is the result of bad advice given to Soviet representatives in 
Persia by a handfol of Persian traitors : their object being to save the face of 
the Soviet officials who had blundered 
As to the points of Kavtaradzeh’s statement— 


(1) It is no business of a foreigner to point ont the mistakes of the Majlis; 
which is alone competent and independent, 

(2) The. Majlis was compelled by the threats and other mistakes of Soviet 
representatives in Persia to ban future oil conversations. Still, I had 
tiymlf ‘wished for the Oil Law to remain valid only for we lose 
Allied armies remained on Persian soil, 

(8) Foreign concessions ulrendy existed at the time of the Treaty of the 
24th February, 1921, and the southern oil concession still exists So 
long as Allied representatives ate preparcl fo, honau the ebres 
deslaration they bave po ght. lo,'por forward imerpeeration’ ct 
alterations d imental to Persian sovereignty. 

(4) The Majlis decision was not a mistake: whether some day it may be 
Tovised depends on whether Soviet represcotstives change’ dis poli 
Of interfefeace | 10 will. uot bo tarieod wo love ef w tingle: ooies 
soldior remains on Persian soil, nor while the fate of Cabinets depends 
‘not on the Maj! d the Shab but on foreign Embassies and synthetic 
demonstrations 

Our fen duty eto larity our extrnal relations; which is impoasble withont 

4 Government which will stand up to foreigners: vite foreign Woversmente vs 
withdraw thelr troops Adeclaration should 
Be ora ht, i our {noon tne capital willbe tranaterred 
joreher 

Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill have the right to know what their 

represontatives, the interpreters of their declaration, are doing in Persia. ‘The 
greets aly on fence. trusty and willery supromanys Pers oe right sod 
justice. A definite date should be fixed for the departare of all foreign troo 

hiss pontble oly thrcugh « Gevernaseat whieh will mafia 
of Poruin andthe’ bea’ pose relmions: with the US 


The present 
Government cannot 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Recoived \7th January) 
(No.4) 

HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hin Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, and bas the honor to transmit 
herewith copy: of Intelligence: Summary No. 1 for the period the Ist to the 
7th January, 1945, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 8th Fanwary, 1946, 


Rnclomre in (8) 

(Becret,) 

Military Attachés Intelligence Summary No. \ for the period 1st to 7th January, 
1H. 


Persian A {faire 
Political, 

1, Dr, Millspaugh still retains his powers. Alehough there is among the 
Deputies sine maasare of agreement that hc should ie deprived of them, argument 
still persists as to how the national economy shoald in future be controlled. 

2. ‘The Tudeh party is reported to have greatly extended 
Tehran and to be making i 
bands, it i# presumed 


are apprelensive of dis. 
for the auppresson of civil 
ces shown by the Russians 


future. The Persian. po authorities 


Tudeh demonstration at the end of October (sce er ota 
Srabecion with an Ashura procession. On the latter oceasion the mob had been 
that Russie is justified in trying to pre 
in North Persia. 
Z 4 A circular has been sent to 
paso aceord! io Bs esr 
- e the instructors necessary to give 


to attack Britieh policy and to argue 
1 the establishment of British influence 


11 Governors-General and Governors 
to the following statement of the 


\s for the improvement of the lot 
ig that each individual rece! 


(a) To reform ane reon 
simitratin. 
(Oo Reon of frrigation 
deposits by the formation of 
U) To reform certain existing laws. 


he development of agriculture, for the improve. 
Nad forthe exploitation of mines and m 
‘companies for that purpore 


Economie. 
The Middle East Sapply Contre hax 
impet nto Persia would in fue i hited wo 
(a) Certain which require much tonnage, such ax toa, sugar, cereals 
td similar products 
b) Certain articles which a 
Oe chicles 
6 The Administ 
Ministries to the effect that the ls 
Attributed to the war, including that done to bu 
that have been at the disposal of the 


wnnounced that ite control over 


in short mpply, such ax toxtiles, tyres, motor 
nces hae sent instructions to all 


fo prepare lists of all datiages that can be 
aaa atldogh and aor count 


Appointnents—cieil 
be! ‘Ai Akbar Rasuli to be Farmandar of Dasht Minha 


Appointments —military, 


para to be 2nd in command of the 71h (Ker: 


i to be Military Prosecator. General 
We head of the 2nd Bureau, General Staf 


ip Amir Nizami to 
‘Army: Headquarters 


Gendarmerie 
s) Sarhang Hussein Han 
0) Sad (Azarbaijan) Distr 


mi to command the gendarmerie of the 


eerie tntelligence Summary No. 46/44, dated the 4th December, 1944, para 


raph 8, line C ahammad Hussein Qashgai* read * Malek Mansur Qushgn: 


o4 





sic 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Received 25th Januars 
nian (Received 25th January.) 
rindltS, Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy ‘of Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the period the Sth- 
Mth January, 1945, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 15th January, 1945. 


osure in (4 
(Secret) aie 
Mititary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 2 for the period the 
Sth-14th January, I 


Persian Afoirs 
Politioal, na 

Tl ill to deprive Dr. Millspaugh of hix economic powers has, after much 
heated discuss ear Passed ‘the Majlis by 69 ones a 6, with 
20 abwtentions. ‘The Government has been charged with respousibility for the 
‘control of the economic mganiaations wt up by De, Millapaugh. Within a mouth 

le which of these should be abolished and whether those 
1 ‘mnong existing ministries or transferred to a 
new Ministry of Economic Affaire. Within three months the Government must 
present to the Majlix a report on the accounts and activities of all the economic 
‘organisations controlled by Dr. Millspaugh; and must further, within the shortest 
possible period, set up a Supreme Council to advise the Government in 
the preparation of a scientific plan to suit. the country's exohomie requirements 
Particular attention is to be paid to preventing the transfor abroad of capital 
‘and to increasing exports, Some now fear, and vote hope, Uhat De. Millapaugh's 
control of the finances, which he retains, will allow him to continue to exercise 
rome control ovar ecotmic measure, Agitation Tor hin disieal contsnes te 
the Tudeh press, among aspirants to Russian favour and among the wealthy, who 
Would suier from his income tax law Dr, Musaddiq, perhaps in the hope of 
plawating the Russians, prepared a Bill for Millapaugh’s dismissal, but be hax 
not yet ten able to obtain enough signatures to qualify it for presntation to the 
Majlis, Tt is understood that Dr. Black, at present head of the Coreals and 
Bread Section, may be asked to take temporary charge of the eonomle organi 
tions previously controlled by Dr. Millspaugh 

2 Anxious speculation continues hs to what the next move of the Russians 

ch the agency of the Tudoh party will be, ‘Tehran is full of rumours of a 
large influx of Caucasians and of Persians who had fled to Russia in Reza Shah's 

m, brought into Persia ax Russian troops and then turted loose in civilian 

lothes, but armed, to occupy the many houses the Russians are alleged to, have 
hired in: various quarters of the town. ‘There ix copsiderable anxiety with» 
‘corresponding desire either to seek Russian fayour or Wo ask what British support 
will be forthcoming, 

3 In Azerbaijan there ix a full in Tudeh and Russian activities, although 
some mild agitation for the formation of provincial and d 
continues. A'Tudeh meeting orgariised to protest against § a's 
to which reference was made in Suunmary ‘No. 49,44, paragraph 5, was at 
byonly about 100 people. 

4 The Persians who visited Tashkent at the invitation of the Russians (see 
Summary No. 49/44, paragraph 2) have now returned and have described their 
experience with apparently genuine enthusiasm. They have sung high praise of 
the colture, prosperity, contentment, ‘national pride andthe Seepeet for asd 
vitality of the Islamic faith which they found in' Uzbekistan 

5. A few Tudeb and pro-Russian peers have been pee for unseemly 
attacks on the Government and on British policy, but as they have reappeared 
tinder dillerent names no tefl eflect bas been created 

6. In paragraph 4 of Summary No. 1/45 a statement was given of the 
Government's intentions. ‘The laws mentioned in sub-paragraph (/), which it 
is intended to revise, are those relating to the formation of provincial and district 
councils. 
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Persian Forces. 
Arny. 

7. The Minister of Finance has tabled a Bill asking for a credit of 
Approximately 3 million dollars for the purchase of arms and supplies for the 
Army in the year March 1945-March 1946 and authorising the Ministry for War 
to place orders in the United States to the value of that amount 


A ppointments—Military. 
S—(i) Sartip Ghulam Ali Ansari (F.0. 22) to be Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff 
(ii) Sartip Abdullah Hidayet to he Persian Military Attaché in Paris, (It is 
ot yet certai he will accept the appoint 


Internal Security, 


9, It is reliably reported that the Shab is becoming increasingly impatie 
‘with the continued existence at liberty of tribal chiefs, such as Nasir ai 
and Abdullah Zarghampor of the Boir Ahmadi, who show no sign of recognising 
the authority of the Central Government or their duty towards their soverc 
And it is considered that it may be difficalt to restrain him from on 

i to enforce their submission. The Tudeh press cont 
e-south. Morteza Quli Khan is dubbed a Bakhtiari outlaw, but 
Nasir Qushgai is the chief villain. ‘The alleged union of the tribes of the south 
in said Yo be connected with the Pan-Arab movement, which was well known to 
have been devised as an obstacle to the spread of Russian influence. 


Khuzestan, 

10, "The second staze of the disarmament Of the Arabs, which affects the 
Bani Tamim and the Bavi, is said to be proceeding satisfactorily and (0 be nearly 
‘completed. 


Russian Affaire 


1. Tt in reliably reported that the Russians have informed the Persian 
Government that they no longer require the production of the Persian munition 
factories, It will be remembered that they wade a conteact for the monthly 
supply of a number of rifles and machine pistols and a quantity of ammui 
Acortain amount of each was delivered, but owing to the failure of the Ri 
lo supply, necessary raw materi r dt other causes, 
deliveries fell far short of the i id not nen 
Yo te greatly concerned, and this lent colour to the theoty that they were to 
Sbterested ih making contact with the 5,000-6,00 workrien and in keeping. the 
British out of the factories than in the munitions that might be produced, "They 
Are now free to stir up trouble among the workmen without damaging thelr own 
Anterests, 

12 There appeared in the Rossian-subsidised paper Rudbiir a rath 
‘ominous statement to the t Russian policy was directed ly tof 
rushing of all Fascist States but also to the encouragement of movements 
the working and middle classes of otber countries agatust fasclem 
Of the establishment of free national Governments, particularly in those States 
slong Russia’s borders. 

ied that the Russians recently spent. s 
(’) reconnoitring for, surveying and measuring out a 


in tops are now, preventing the entry in 
of anti-Tudeh papers and confisating any that are found 


British A fairs, 


15, The Tudeh papers have begun attacks ov the A.LO.C,, alleging bud 
treatment of their Persian employees and inefficient direction of the technical 
School where Persians are trained. The public is warned that the company's 


(0) 89 miles south west of Tehran. 











lubricating il is of such bad quality shat it seems to be specially designed 
Mat togings This is pecbape in preparation for a campaign which 
ttuvehe by the Tudeh party against the company when Hasia ho longer requires 
the company's products 

Toe the hatter of Persia's claims to Bahreén has also been raised in the 
‘Tudeh prow, Tes hazarded that the object isto remind Persians of « matter ob 
which Russian help might be of valde at the Peace Confere 


(B 712/70/24 6) 


Sir Re Bullard to Mr. Bilen—(Reeeied Stat January’) 
(Wo, 20.) 

HITS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of § Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tatelligence Sammary r the period the 15th January 
to 21st Jannary, 1949, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 2nd January, 945. 


Enclosure in (6) 


(Seeret.) 
Military Attachd's Intelligence Summary No, 3 for the Period 
Voth to Mee January, 1945 


Persian Affaire 


concerned mainly with consideration of the 
rmcamures that abo splice the control of economic affairs exercised 
wee Millspaugh through fis American aasintanta. Ce 
Huai in paragenph 8 below, have been made supplanting the American 
ap tgpartinents by Persians. ‘The Americans, i was hoped, would continge to 
My capacity. Te is doubefal, however, whetber any important 
Hee a ilL age Uy serve on without xome power of cotrol. Dr. Millspaugh 
Aen yi atthe hands of those who want to get rid of Kim altogether by 
hotifyiig the Pri that, onless the present governor of the National 
‘Bank is dismiased b y, he will bimsclf ia. There was 
never mach chance 
the governor of the National Tauk, a 
wa eceptoually nble: aad iti believed that Dr. Mth 
Mf that, go he bax presumably made wp his mind £0 x 
His arbitrary action has dealt a blow hot only to his own 
of whotn hus inc ed of 
Timited to. his. responabilitie Tinances, but also to. those who, while 
Tat oning of Dr, Millspaugh personally, are convinced of the value to Pers 
the presont political sttuation of an 2 
stro De, Atilspaugh’s telf-opinionated obstinacy has been of gi 
he open i interest in Perrin, of the establishment of 
Mtability aad bf economic and financial reforms 
2 owing discontent. with the Prime Minister's weakness a 
ineffectiveness, and it hag been. increased by bis choice of his own friend: 
orccre to him ot economic affairs and for lucrative employment in econ 
advisertetations. Tete only the lack of & suitable successor that keeps him in 
power. “Even that may not save him much longer 
“F Joaluus to protect its honour against accusations made in the press to the 
effect that Deputies take advantage of their position to gain benefits for them 
ca tirticnlarly. in commercial transactions, the Majlis has passed 4 law 
ithe ing the appointment of a commission of five members to be elected by the 
Deputies to investigate any sich charges made 
Ati te ude press has been making venomous attacks on Great Britain 
and 4a British policy It is tepeated aif nuseom that after the last. war Great 
Beata baad prepared Persia to be a. springbcard "for boetile action against 
Fane each capers suggest that Seyyid Zia, on behalf of his masters. is 
Ras ing © petloConmunist party who will create disturbances and bring 
Cre Tudeh party into disrepute atd give the Government an excuse for breaking 


an 


Further attacks-are made nthe! A.1.0.C.. One paper asks 
thousands of unqualified Palestinians are employed 
zistan are naked and hungry. 
now their intention to 
showing their strength 
to attribute to 
raz, where they 


ieve to be 
Qashigai. In A 
fan increase of Tudeh activity in the Workers’ Union. 

The internees have been getting much publicity in the press The Persian 
Government is urged to stand up for the rights of Persians and to bring the 
inlernees to trial so that their innoe established 
Britain is taunted with having dep: usual standatds of justice 
Much was made. frst of all in the feading Tudeh paper, of an alleged insult: by 
8 junior British officer to an interned Persian colon 


Keonomie. 

7. Unnsually plentiful snow and rain throughost almost the whole length 
Bea ea cera sree bones off superabunidant harvest: Tis has 
Tt however, yet had any notable effect on prices 


Appointments—Cicil. 

&.—(j) Muhammad Hussein Jahanbani (FO. 104) to be head of the Road 
‘Transport Department. 

(a) Muhammad Mehdi Quhrimani to be bead of the Di 
Department 

(Gil) Tagi T’tesan to be head of the Foreign ‘Trade Control Departin 

{iv) Coldne! Muhammad Ali Safavi to be head of the Cereals and Br 

ction. 


‘The above appointments have been male in place of Americans who were at 
the head of those departments until the abrogation of Dr. Millapaugh’s econornie 
powers. 


(v), Ismail Navab to be Farmandar of Gulpaijan 

(vi) Mehdi Feroubar to be Persian Consul in Karach 

(vil) Feraidun Adamiat and Lezeddin Kazemi to bo attachés at the 
Embaay in London 


Persian Forces. 


ine the position of 
1¢ Jaiter is trying Lo strengthen his 
for Razmara’s in important posts 


most reliance (since he believes that if they were once pro-Ger 
certainly anti Russian) are in the internment camp. Tt is reported, although not 
fon the best authority, that both the Shah and the Russians already regret the 
dismissal of Razmara and that they bave told him so. There is nothing improbable 
in this. He suits their book much better than General Arfa. 

10. ‘The following Persian officers are leaving shortly to visit the French 
front atthe invitation of the French Government ; Sartip Javea 
Hejazi, Sarhang Mazheri, Sarhang Mozayenni, Naib Sarhang Amini 


Internal Securit 
Kurdistan. ze 

11. Qazi Muhammad, the Kurdish notable of Mababad, and the chiefs of 
the Mangur, Mamish and Gayrik who had accompanied him to Te 

immary No. 43/44. paragraph 13) in the hope of persuading the Gover 

that they were not plotting against the integrity of Persia either with, the 
Rassians or with the leaders of some movement for Kurdish independence, have 
beet allowed to return to their hemnes. Although not entirely cleared of suspi 
they have managed to reassure the Government to some extent. ‘The Ma: 
and Mamish are to be paid from gendarmerie funds for the maintenance of 
Sixty-seventy riflemen each, in return for which those tribes will accept responsi: 
bility for the protection of the roads from Mubabad to Sardasht and from 














2 


Haidarabad to Khaneb. Abdullah Ikhanizadeh has been appointed: Bakshdar 
of Bukan and will draw pay for fifty riflemen ip return for keeping order in that 
area. With the setting in of winter conditions Kurdistan ts quiet. Twenty 
unfortunate Jaf tribesmen who were taken as hostages by the Persian military 
authorities at the time of the incident im August, reported in Summary No, 32/44, 
paragraph 10, have not yet been released in spite of lengthy negotiations betwee 
the Iraqi and Persian Governments, : 


Khusiatan, 

2. Tt is reported that with the collection of some 700 rifles from the Bani 
‘Tamim and Bavi tribes the second stage of the disarmament of the Arabs is said 
to be complete. The Persian Government has, however, some doubts whether the 
disarmament is being carried out as effectively and impartially as the local 
commander reports and a special officer is being sent to investigate. 


Pars, 
_. ld, Nasir Qashgai recently paid a visit to Mamassani and to Gach Saran 
in the hope that he might be recognised as a sort of tribal overlord and be 
accepted as the arbitrator between Abdullah Zarghampur and his enemies in 
Kuh-i-Galu, | He ix reported to be now returning tw Shiraz with deflated pride 
and to be taiking again of divesting himself of the responsibilities as regards the 
good order of the Qashgai which he accepted, and even of going abroa. 


Russian A fairs 


14, The headquarters of the Lrono-Soviot Cultural Association in ‘Tehran 
hax now been turned into“ The Howse of Culture,”” ‘The speeches at the opening 
seremony made it clear that the purpose of the House of Culture, which would be 
managed by V.0.K.S., was to publician the cultural achievements of the Russian 
people and to teach the Russian language. Tt was promised that 
wok be opened in other towne in Persia 

mov has replaced M, Kommissaroff aa Soviet Vice-Consul at 
Revaich. ‘Tho latter returns to Tehran, 

16. Tt is reported from a fairly reliable woarce that the Russians have now 
completed, the widening, bridging and asphalting of tho road Kazvin-Resht 
Astara. Tho road is twoway throughout, and it ix aid that it will take all 
classes of traffic. Tt was built to higher specifications than British or American 
reads in Persia and, according to oe soar, it is much the beat road the 
county, 


(E 871/70/34) ®) 


SW R. Bullurd 16 Mr, Eden, (Received Gth February.) 
(No. 27) 

HIS Majesty's representative pres 
Principal Secret of State of Foreign Affs he honour to transmit 
horewith a copy ‘of the Intelligence for the period. the 
‘22nd January to the 2th January, 145, Compiled hy the tnilitary attaché to 
this legation 


Tehean, 2th January, YAS, 


lo His Majesty's 


Enclosure in (8) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 4, Secret, for the period 
‘Dad January to 20h Jeemutry, WS ie 


Persian A lairs. 
Political. 
1. No decision has yet bee reached on the resignation of Dr: Millspaugh 
‘who his been wranted 15 days local leave, 
2 The Persian Prime Minister's seek io mid to be declining. Having 
a abrogation of Dr. Millspaugh’s economic powers (and prssibly his 
resignation also) he has done us touch ns his supporters could have’ hoped for 





93, 


Having teen in office for over two months and having used his power of patronage 
for the benefit of his relatives he is regarded as having had a good run for his 
ny. Among the names of his possible snocessors that of Ali Scheili (F.0.217; 
ALA, 283) has also been mentioned of |i 
_ 3. Dr. Black the American Chief of the Cereals and Bread Section tendered 
his resignation on the 18th January. It has not vet been accepted. 
4 After the recent publication of His Imperial Majesty The Shah's 
invitation to the three leaders to hold their next mecting in Tebran and his offer 
of his palaces to accommodate the party, many of the Persian newspapers have 
deduced that the next conference will take place in Tehran, and have urged the 
Persian Government to make certain requests to the three leaders for the relief of 
Persia's present ills 
5. The Economic Commission, appointed to advise on the redistribution of 
the economic. powers recently taken from Dr. Millspnugh, has submitted a 
preliminary report, Among its recommendations are 
(i) That the economic section of the Ministry of Finance shonld be separated 
from that Ministry and administered as a separate department until 
‘such time as a Ministry of Economies is ereated 
(ii) That this department should be ran on commercial Vines 
(ii) That Government control of certain commodities, suck as key 
commodities, commodities in short supply or commodities imported 
after consultation with foreign Governments in control of trade in 
their own countries, should continve. 
(iv) That the Rent Stabilisation Department should be transferred to the 
Ministry of Justice, and that the Inspection Department of Foreign 
Trade and the Anti-Hoarding Department should be transferred to 
the Ministry of Industry and Commerve. 


_ 6 Ax the result of further misstatements in the Persian pros about the 
fnternoes and the alleged insult to Colonel Bahram? (see Intelligence Summary 
paragraph 6) His Majesty's Embassy have rent to the i 
igives a correct account of thin incident. This eo 
d in the newspapers Sitara and Kushish of the 26th January, Tt ix 
Feproduced as an appendix to thir mutamary 


The Majtis. 
7. The chief business of the week has been as follows, 


(i) The appointment of « commission to investigate the alleged implication 
of Majlis Depaties in trananctions with the Govern 
refit. The members are Hishmati, Mukhbir 
fadani, Engineer Farivar and Dr, Moagcami 
(i) The grant of a further delay of three months for the commission 
appoipted to study the reforms of the Electoral Law, 
(ii) A request by the Prosident of the Majlis that the Government's lotte 
Dr. Millspaugh (informing him that the dispute between hint and the 
Governor of the National Bank would be referred to the Majlis) should 
first. be discussed by the Deputies outside the chamber: 
(is) The debate on the Budget Bill was resumed. Some further proposals 
weore accepted and others rejected. No final decision on the whole 
Bill was reached 
{v) The tabling by the Ministry of Justice of a Bill for the formation of x 
supreme council of Registration, This council will exanvine the 
qualifications and conduct of notaries public. 


Persian Army. 


8 A passing out ceremony was held on the 24th 


of medical and engineering students who, by a recent regulation, now carry out 
their compulsory military training concurrently with their technical studies, 











oy 


Internal Security 
Aserbaijen 

0. ‘The ‘Azertaijan branches of the ‘Tudel party met in session in Tabriz 
during the second half of January. Delegates from all parts of the province 
attended, The results of the session have not been made public and many wild 
Stories ure ciredlating: aboot the completeness of the Tudeh ‘preparations for 

hiewing’ autonomy ‘They. included the arming by the Romi r 
anters and of fore of 9:00 Shakkake Kurd horsemen, the 

ersian alfcials, the seizure of power and preparation todo bat 
sent from Tehren nt chosen positions on the Gaflan Kh, 

Sarhang Daraktishani, the Governor-General of Westera Azerbaijan, does 
not believe the atove in their entirety, but i of the opinion that-something 
happen inthe pring and deiores the mpinenes athe Perwan als aed the 
unlikeitwod! ‘of their being able and willing to. do. anything. in cane of an 


Khuzistan, 
10. 2 ys containing military and 
Aid to Russia storet has been causing the Allies reat concern, and the uncanny 
certainty with which only wagons containing stores of saleable value have been 
rifled has led. the Allied scourity authorities to suspect that the thieves were led 
by persons having inside information, An ambush was recently, laid by a 
combined British and Atorican military F containing cloth was 
left at Ealiyeh. railway siding and covered by the party in ambush, A gang of 
150. nativee attempted to raid the box car. The gan war led by two American 
coloured soldiers and was engaged by the fire of the ambush party and left 
site. Twelve more are believed to have died of wounds in 
arby village. One American coloured soldier was killed and the other 
captured. 
11. General Humayuni has now embarked on phase 3 of his Arab 
disarmament operation hy despatebing two companies of infantry, ene machine 
n company and ope battery of 75-mm. guns from Khoreamshahr to Pol-i-Naw 
‘The Sheika of Mahniasen, Devis, nil Abadan have been called 
and have agreed to surrender rifles. Phase 4, againat the Arabs of Shadgan, is 
eing undertaken concurrently anda battalion of infantry bas been despatched to 
Gor Phase ‘nat the Arabs of Khalajabad and Hindian, was due to 
bogin on the 23rd January 


Mekran 
12, A false rumour to the effect that Kahn 
Marad Khan R a 
‘uppored cornp! 
Rak gendareves 
prepared to mi 
erman Gi anied by two Reki sardars, went. to Khwash and was 
fucemful in allaying tbe fear of the Rekis. ‘The situation is returning to 
sormal 


ib Idu Reki and bi 
‘chran. respectively 
murder case lod to the desertion of some 


British Interests 


13, A detachment of the Arab Gulf B.A.P. levies recently mutinied 
Thirty-one out of fifty-nine men deserted with 
ammunition. A party of Assyrian levies has been flown to Jask and the 
ment-of the remainder of the detachment (most of whom are believed to be 
Persians) has been effected. 

14. Major-General W. A. K. Fraser, CB, C.BE., DSO. M.V.O., M< 
military attaché, left Tehran on the 27th January for London on duty for a liaison 
visit to the War Office 

15. Three Persian students have left Tehran under the auspices of the 
British Couneil to continue their studies in the United Kingdom, 


Chinese Interests 


16. Colonel Huang Tai An has arrived in Tehran to replace Colone) Tang 
Te-Hang, who will be leaving shortly for China. ‘The new military attaché was 
commissioned in 1923 and is a graduate of the War Academy of Nanking. He 
hhas held numerous staff appointments, mostly on the operations directorate of the 
National Military Counei! 


American Interests 


‘The American Ambassador, Mr. Leland Morris, has been recalled and 
tly. ‘The United States Government has asked for the 


Agreement of the Persian Government to the appointment of Mr. Wallace Murra 


Polish Interests 
18 The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 15th January, 1945, 


<= Men. Women Children... Total 
In Teb 405 

Isfahan 70 

Ahwaz 176 


Appendix 


‘As many false statements have been published regarding an incident at the 
internat in'the goed bette Beith amy considers i 
hecemary to state the facts 

The incident occarred when a British officer wormat execution of hin 
doty, went to the camp to call the roll) Wher, as a mark of confidence, it was 
Arranged that the internees nt Saltatiabad whose interrogation had been completed 
should bo transferred to Tehran, no provision for a roll-call becausn it 
‘was expected that the Persian authorities concerned would observe the agreement 
Tiricthy Tt was son found, however, that the internees were allowed to go out 
into the town and even to stay away from the camp for days at a 
f the security authorities, and it therefore bec 

Bat for this the Persian officer in question would not have 


sala in excited remarks 


had to appear for a rollcall and would not have mac 
which led to the incident 
Tier not true that 1 British oficer bas made an apology in connexion with this 
incident, “There war no ground for an apology and none will be 

Te Should be added. that the visit of the British officer to rollcalt 
revealed yet another serious breach of the regulations under whi ternecs 
rerealed ¥ formed to-Tehran, Although it was a'Thursday, when the internees ar 
Ferra To' the regulations to fecelve visitors, there were, in fact, a number of 


Viaitors in the camp. 


(B 1120/70/94) ® 

Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Reeeived 16th February) 

(No, 35) se 

HITS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Seetetary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 

herwith copy of Intelligence Summary No. 5 of the 20th January to the 
4th February, 1945, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, Sth February, 1945. 


Enclosure in (7) 


Military Attacks Intelligence Summary No. 8, Seoret, for. the period 
a Hth January to 4th Febroary, 1046. 
Politico. ine 
ier ve aftuir of Dr. Millapangh still drags on. ‘The obstinate doetor has 
tir ree iat of DT sande bt hie enexiee by a retewed insistence on, the 
farther play Ti Tbteha}j, the Governor of the National Bank, and by a further 
request that, according to the terms of the law by which be was engaged, all 
teencmie functions should be placed again in his charge. This letter is now 
Under examination by the Council of Ministers and the Persian Prime Minister 
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has announced in the Majlis that, as the doctor's recommendations cannot be 
accepted, there is no need to refer the matter to the Majlis for arbitration as 
previously announced (see paragraph 7 (ii) of Summary No. 4), 
The Majlie 
2 The chief business has been as follows :— 
(i) A statement by Fahimi, Minister without portfolio, on bis recent tour 
Of inspection in Kurdistan. “He stressed the loyalty and patriotism of 
the Kurds and. mentioned the need for increased. medical and 
ational facilis: 
(ii) The passing of two Bills (with double urgency procedure) tabled by the 
ster of Health. The first empowers inistry of Health to 
force all public health regulations previously enforced by. the 
Ministry of the Interior. The second Bill was for the preparation 
for the rworga of the Ministry of Health 
after approval by the Majlis Public Health commission; ~ 
(iii) The tabling of a private member's Bill for the prohibition of the 
Azarbaijan Tudeh 
Persia was concerned, 


ah 
() A partiame iq. (ltusadig-n-Saltanch) 
rogarding 1 of certain Persians suspected 
of antiAllied activitien et for Forvign Affairs, though 
supplied by the British and Russian Ambassadors with ample matertal 
for a convincing rvply, made m weak statement in which no, mention. 
wax made of the seriousness of the offences or of the possibility. that 
ex would have heen parsed on some of the internoes tf 
brought to trial instend of being interned. He said 
that, while. uo legal grounds existed for their internment, there wa 
‘moral justification for intornment in view of Persia's obligations ae 
anAlly. He further said that efforts had been made and would continue 
to be made to procure the release of thow whose quilt wns not 
auljudged to be serious. 
The Press. 
3, The chief topies of discussion have been 
(i) The forthcoming conference of the three Allied lenders and the belie 
‘hat the, problem of Persia would be one of the mavu items on tae 


(ii) Further attacks by the Russian.inspired press on the tribal Bloe in the 
and the rearming of the tribes hy “imperialists and 


tacks om Sa’ed's "one-sided" policy. on Seyyid Zia an 
r recently, on Bayat, the Prime Minister: £08 his taste to teks 


{v) Gratificntvon at the impending withdrawal of American troops and 
hope that Russian and British troope woold sx fallow sane 


4. The tone of the Persian press has become so bad lately and abtise of the 
Air 9 frequent that joint approach to the Minister Cor Fore m Asai was 
made by the British and Russian Ambassadors. ‘The Minister for Foreign Af 
attempted to defend the press by saying that their abuse was only provoked by 
‘acts of unwarranted interference by the Allies in the internal affairs of Persia 
and 50 served a useful turn by drawing public attention to these acts. It wos 
Pointed ont to him that the press. at the level at which it. worked in Persia 
‘was not the best. judge of what constituted unwarranted interference 


Finance. 
An extract from a report. dated the 30th January, 1943. hy the 


Binancial pene of His Majesty's Embassy is published as an appendix to 


6. His Majesty's Government have stopped the sale of gold to Persia 
effect from the 15th January, 1945. The market had reached saturation 
ued most of the gold recently sold had teen smoggied ont of Persia into Iraq 
As the supply of goods and rial notes in Iraq had also diminished, Iraqi dinar 
Rotes in payment of this smuggled gold were being brought into ‘Persia, thus 
increasing Persia's sterling balances and” hence, His Majesty's Government's 
obligations to convert 60 per ceut. of these holdings into gold 


Appointments. 


}) Jamshid Qarib to be First Secretary to the Persian Embassy at Angora; 
{iv) Mahmad Mir Fakhrai to be Secretary to the Persian Legation in Brazit 
vice Khushnawis recalled. 
Persian Army, 


& The High Military Council, whose meetings General Razmara contrived 
o suspend, is now functioning. ai Tts members comprise the Minister for 
War, the Deputy Minister for War (General Mugtadir), the Chief of the 
General Stafl, the Deputy Chief of the General Staff (General Ansari), General 
Yazdan Panah, the Secretary of the Shah's Military Cabinet (General Riazi), 
‘and the Cienerai Officer Commanding the 2nd Division (General M 


(Asarbetjan, Internat Seourity. 


2. With reference to Summary No. 4/45, paragragh 9, further details of the 
proceedings of the erence have beet received. 142 delegates attended, 
43,000 members are claimed for eastern Azatbaijan alone and 7,000 for the 
'y of Tabriz. The resolutions passed may be summarised as follows : To oppose 
pe and a one-rided foreign policy; to establish provincial committees, 
to defend workers and-pensants against the oppression of Yoal authorities 
landlords; to combat unemployment; to urge the exploitation of the province's 
minoral resources; to work for the abolition of oppressive legislation passed under 
a. Shah's régime. The conference alan pledged its friendship to the Soviets 
il for all small nations fighting for freedom. ‘The conference also thanked the 
ords for their offer to co-operate with the Tudeh for the benefit of Persia 
‘These thanks appear to have been cheaply earned, as the fifteen Kurdish chiefs 
summoned to Tabriz refused to attend the conference, 


Kurdistan. 


Khuziatan. 

11. The Persian Government hae teen isuing passports for pilgrime to 
Kerbela without ascertaining from the Iraqi Consulate the numbers of applicants 
for visas with which they could cope. They have also heen running three s 
pilgrim trains to Ahwaz per week without concerning themselves with the 
arrangements for the onward transport of pilgrims from Ahwaz to Iraq. The 
resulting accumulation of pilgrims without food or shelter in Ahwaz is causing 
the Joa authorities much concern. Many pilgrims, tired of waiting their tar 
at the Iraqi Consulate, will have gone south without Iraqi visas, and the trade 
‘of the Shatt-el-Arab boatmen in smuggling them across at extortionate rates is 
likely to be a brisk one. 

12. The military governor of Abadan met the shecikhs of south-east Abadan 
on the 29th January and obtained promises from them to hand over their arms. 
‘While complying with. the military governor's orders the sheikhs, pointed out 
that they would remain at the mercy of the tribes. on the Arab side of the 
Shatt-el-Arab who still retain their arms 


(31336) x 











08 
Werran 

19. Security around Zahidan his Ueterioeated” and further ald-apa Rave 
isi reported.” ‘The area near Horthul is particularly had owing to its prositsts 


to the Afghan border and the numerous safe exits afférded to bandits by the 
tangled mass of hills near Kuk-i-Malik Stah 


Turkish Interest 


14. Jahid) Hayta, Second Secretary to the, Turkish Embassy, Tehran, has 
been transferred to Rome. 


Russian Inter 

15, | Major-General I, V. Kargiv, Cbiet of the Soviet ‘transport Directorate 
and commander of all Russian persouuel in Tehran, has returned to Moscow on 
completion of his appointment. His suc who is 
carrying out the same duties previously performed by 


Major-General Zorrin, Chief of the Iransovtrans, is oceupied with that 
organisation only and is not commander of Soviet troops in Tehran 


Appendix 


Kztract from report dated the 80th January, 1040, by the Find 
of His Majesty's Embassy. 


Public Pinang 
figures of revenue avi expenditure for the fist nine months of the 

ial year 14-45 (beginning on the ist March IM4—-the Persian year 

1823 -A.#.) are now ‘available. They compare ax follows with those forthe 
corresponding period in the previous yen, Yosh” 19446 


Otinary tindget (Mitlion via? 
Expenditure 


pls 

Commercial budget 
Revenue 
Expenditure 


Deficit 
Net deficit 


3, ‘The estimates for the whole year 144-45 ure ax follows — 
Million rials 
Ordinary buidget— 
Revenue 3.958 
Expenditure 


Deficit 
jal budget— 
Reven 
Expenditure 
Surplus rall eurpas 
470,391 rials 


for the year 


Tr may be noted here for refer 
13-44 was 1,052 million rials 


Weed by the C2 
ie of food-atulle and piece.goods. (b) 2 
sand proportien. Under the liter bending outgslags duriog the Sint cine ne 
lion 


cy 


As tothe ordinary badge, the situation was less favourable than appears 
the figures im the second px aph. For one thing, the expenditure does not 

inelude the salaries of Governipeat servants for the ninth month (come 200 ilion 
Fials), The budge igh subiuitted to the Parliament (Majlis) last June, has 
hot yet teen approved, and the expenditure is being authorised in the meantime 
by periodical votes on account. the last (like some of the others) having been 
Passed too late for the punctual payment of salaries. More important, however, 
Ts the fact that receipts from income tax. which were estimated at 885 million rials 
for the year, are likely to fall far short of this figure. Although the rates aro com 
Siderably higher than in 1943-44, receipts in Tehran have been no more. than 
984 milfion rials in the first nine months of the year, compared with million in 
ihe same period of the preceding year,and this hgure has only been reached because 
the income tax paid by the National Bank has amounted to 140 million as against 
40 million last year. 8 pts (including income tax) from the provinces 
er the period have so far be ieainet 300 milion in the frst nite 

1943-44 


Currency and Price Indices 
10. ‘The following table brings wp to date the figures gives in previous 
Teports of notes in circulation and bank deposits 


Notes. Deposits, 
(Million riala.) 
June 1941 2 671 
une 194: 1913 
4070 


‘August 1044 

September 1944 

October 1944 

November 1044 6,600 

December 144 6.040, 9,003, 


red by the National Bank) shows wholesale 


Wholesale Cost of 
prices living. 
(1030 = 100, 


July 1044 
August 1944 
September 1944 
October 1944 
November 144 
December 1044 


(1B 1305/70/38) ®) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 2th Pebruary,) 
(Not) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State f Afixirs and lias the honour to transinit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 6, for the period the Sth Febru 
tothe 11th February, 1945. Compiled by the Military Attaché to this embassy 


Tehran, 12th February, 1945. 


(31338) 
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Enclosure in (6) 
(Secret.) 


Military A ttache's Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the period 5th February to 
11th February, 1945, 


Pavitaa. A foirs 
Politica 
1. The laest steps taken by Dr a his post have not been 
vory dignified, Havi Teter. to the ‘Persian’ Prine 
Minister (referred to in paragraph 1 of last Intelligence Summary) he addressed 
another jn which he said that, as be had received no reply, he understood, that 
ot been acceptable and that. in consejucnce he tendered. his 
Subsequently he wrote yet another letter to. the Persian, Prine 
Minister in which he accused him of participating in attacks aod. oviticiems 
designed to expel him from the country and sabotage the work of his fnnnetal 
mission. He finally appealed to the Majlis to arbitrate on the justice of his case 
On the 6th February Hayat made n long speech to tbe Majlis in which he gave 
details of the correspondence between himself and Dr. Millapaugh.. His sate 
ment 10 the effect thnt the. Persian, Government could tuo longer work with 
Dr Millypangh on ang conditions waa greeted with cheers 
2. Thaynt's position as Persian Prime Minister han further d 
and there are bat few who would estimate his chances of tetniaing offen at mer 
thin a fevt weeks or wha would regret his pass fractions 
ay busy in making their wlectiona for anew cabinet. The quali 
demanded of any futuro Trine Minister are not easy to ind, Me mast be nese 
able to the Shab, the Majlis, the Russians and the British aad, with, vested 
interests strong a they nee at present in Previa, be a man wh 
not to show reforming eal in potting an end to.a state of adm 
great many classes of the population det 
ho Tudeh party have. not sleckened. tet ¢ 
d'Kambakah are reported to have left for Tehran but. ty 
has been taken by Drv Radmanish nod Tea} Iskandar, The Sova 
active on their behalf and battle has now been Joined with the two rival unions 
Supported respectively by the mill owners and faulatabadts. Te i roportal that 
Yeut is tobe the next xcone for Tudeh 
44) -A-roliablo repo ment in the Persian Broad 
casting Department 
5. The Military Governor has published two proclamations concerning the 
suppression of four newspapers and the necessity for Togistratin hy, amie 
(Es thought chat this lat edict n directed against n number of Causssiade wher 
{vis rumoured, have bee imported by the Rusia the 
udeh party) 


Gendarmerie 
8 The headquarters of the Mekran Gendarmerie district hs been trans 
ferred from Iranshahe to Zahidan. 
7. Fifty Ismailzais have teen recruited into the Mekean gendary 
A hundred Bakhtiaris were onliated in 144 (we Tu Summary No. 42/44, 
paragraph 11), and Colonel Schwarzkopf has intentions of accepting Qashent 
‘and, eventually, other tribestuen. 


Economic. 

8. The Cabinet has received the report of the special commission set 
advise on the reorganisation of Persia's economic admintsteations, A. 
embodying the cominission’s recommendations is to be presented to the Majlis 
at once. 

9. The Minister of Finance has tabled a Bill to provide for the payment of 
the final two-twelfths of the budget to cover the period the ist January. to the 
ist March, 


Industrial 


10. Strikes have been reported from Isfahan, Ahwaz and Yezd. In moat 
cases the awners were prepared to grant benefits in the form of shorter hours abd 
better hygienic facilities, but were not prepared to raise existing wages. 
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Educational : o Aaesn = 
¢ first group of eleven Trahian students selected to ai 

Lyallpar Agricultural C (Panjab) and two. at the Rangers College 
Dehra Dun, for forestry. Three of the group will take a conn of teh 
engineering at Delhi University. while the remainder will study in the ‘Teste 
‘partment of Delhi University, The entire cost will be borne by the Government 


of India, 


Internal Security, 


Bakhtiari 

K ct obeyed the summons to come to the 

12. Morteza Quli Khan has not yet obeyed 1 come tothe 
cus the proposed operations against the Balmai and Tayebi. 

crea io he hisaepnee from the garmait wil adversely affect secrity as he 


has under his eye in that area all tbe leading kedkhudas having permitted none 


Oe anaported af Sardar Bakhtiar, soo ofthe late Sardar Jang 


n and his brother Khosro 


13. Muhammed Hussein Qashgai is still in Te is brother Kheero 


ey have been advised that it is high time mH 
Ca rire eat pition and met Hie Imperial Highness the Shah The 
fulded importance of this wax atressed in view of Nasir Khan's often expressed 


desire ¢ abroad. 


Preweh Interests. 


sdard, Director of Archiology and som 


wi us been renewed, 


of the Free French delegation, 


Russian Interests 


15, Lieutenant-General’ Yamuskeviteh, Chief Stat to General 


Sovietnikoff, has been killed in an aeroplane crash. 
M0. The following is the latest list of Soviet 


Kazvin— 
Tieut 
Major Genera 
Major-General Danniloy, Chief of anti-aircraft troops 


TabeTajor General Glinski, Commander of troops in ‘Tabriz area 
T Labov, Chief of Stafl to Glinski, 


ernich— 
pean Ajor General Smirnov, Commanding br 


Resht 


Major-General Shafranski, Commanding Resht area, 


Gurgan— 
"Kiajor-General ‘Trea 


amanding troops in Gurgan area. 


Commanding brigade. 
tov, Commanding brigade. 


Tehran- 


Major-Gi jet transport 


(2) Proceeded to Moscow believed on permanent tranafer 
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(E 1516/70/34) ®) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Receiced 51h March.) 
(No. 49.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
werewith copy of Intelligence S y No. 7 for the period the 12th to 
18th February, 1945, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, Wth February, 1945, 


Fnclowre in (9) 
(Becret,) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No.7 for the Period 
1Qth=18th February, 1945. 


Persian Affaire 
Political, a 

THE Tudeh party’s activities in the provinoes have been much in the news 
recently, In Yazd the anti-Tudeb party of Dr. Tahiri sacked and burnt the 
‘Tudeb headquarters, attacked the ‘Trideh leaders and chased them out of the 
town. Tho instigator of J to in paragraph 10 of last 
Intellig Fy, Abbas U saped. from the first affray but was later 
caught and wi d a result of the recent Tudeh conference, 


a Tudeh recruit ig the townsfolk of Tabriz, the peasants 
and the Kurd of tho latter for the Tudeh cause has 
probably beett much exaggerated by the wealthy burghers, who fear for their 
Property and skins. is ualikoly that the Kiirds have any afinty with the 


uleh’s Russian masters, In a separationist movement culruioating. possibly 
in the formation of an Axerbaij the Kurds would, hold. no 
favoured place, but they would at tempotarily, in a state of chaos 
botween the withdrawal of Russian troops ind the reasertion of Persian 
Government authority—a period during which they Ige-in. their 
redatory habits to the full. The Shakkag tribe has heen recipient for 
Tudeh propaganda and is under the leadership of Taha Agha, sh of the 
notorious rebel Simko, who was killed at Ushnu In Hamadan the party 

o, and, thovg in not an industrial conte, 
& number of artisans recently thrown ont of employment there by the diminution 
Of Allied Aid-to- Russia activities may presenta worth-wbile target. In Isfahan 
strikes and street-fighting continue and Persian troops were recently called ont 
in aid of the civil power. To offset these provincial activities, an unconfirmed 
eport states that Tudeh membership in the capital has declined from 19,000 to 
1,000 and that the weekly: meetings are attended by only 150 ax against the 
average of 500 of some months ago. The reason for this falling off is said Lo be 
the Russian-escorted Tudeh. demonstrations of October Iasi, as a result of which 
it became manifest to all Persians that the Tudeh was no longer (if ever it had 
been) a genuine Persian labour movement but a Russian-controlled political 
movement. 


The Mojtis. 
si, 2 Prom report gives: the strength of the various Majlis groups as 
follows :-— 
Ittibad-i-Milli (National Unionists) 0 
Democrats 8 
Azadi (Freedom Front) n 
Independents a 16 
‘Tudeh (Labour) € 
Mihan (Fatherland) 3 
Ungrouped 31 


17 
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committee wh fe selected from among Hikmat, Dr. Amini, 


Dr. Sajjadi, Salih, Mugbil. 


Appointmente—Cicil : 
char Itisam to be Farmandar (Governor) of Khai 
a4 rmandar (Governor) of Ardebil. 


Internal Security. 


: aa a area an the Turet Haidar road and 
4 ue ‘Smuggling into Afghanistan on a large scale of A.10.C 


and Russian 


larhgai 
ee Duras, hays been raiding. Yoently 
following representations by the A.L0.C., have th 
and promised compensation for losses initicted 


Kuh fGale. 


8. The situat 
Noir Ahmed Sarbaddi i at longerhiends with his nephew Zangham Aiani 


Bayi trite has joined in the fray by: coming to the assistance of the latter. 


» is still disturbed, where Mubarnmad Khan Ariani,of the 


Bakhtiari 

4. "Teer paragraph 1 ofthe nt Inelligt 8 

van bar refused to.come to Tehran. and gives ax hin re 
Gdteral rnmagani dal i too Tate the mason to stat operations " 
the Bakinal and Taiyebi. Morteza Quit Khan has stipulated for a daily payment 

oto rials espectively for every foot soldier nud orse soldier which he 

provides. Their rations and arm Ye supplied hy the Persian. 
Fie'tindortakes to provide 00 infantry atl 200 cavalry.” General Huayun 
‘of the opinion that his own fore i quate and is, moreover, nervous about 
hostile fepercussions among the Kubg Nin rear. Tt is doubtful whether the 
known cethusiasm for these operat Dart of the Shab and the Chit 
of the General Staff ‘will succecd mie Ue jestions. now raised. by 
Mortezk Quit Khan snd General Homayuni 


British Interests. 


“ has toured 

0. Three members of British parliamentary delegation which has toured 

soviet Russa recently pases through Tehran an uit way home. Thy were 

Commander King-Hall) Mr. Jewson and Mr. Mancingham. Baller. | While. in 

‘Tehran they toet a number of newspaper editors anda representative olstion 

Majlis Deputies. The, remainder of the Hritish delegation. delayed by a 

aeeeate of their tour in Soviet Central Asia, are expected to arrive 4p, Tehran 

text week 
Chinese Interests 

11. ‘The Persian and Chitiese Governments have taised their respective 

Jogations to the status of embassies 


31836) 
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(B 1590/70/34) (10) 
= Sir R, Ballard to Mr, Kden—{Réceioed 7th March.) 


HIS Majesty's op, r 
aa resentative presets hie compliments to Hin Majetys 
al Secrty of Sale for For Ar ol bathe hoot to tea 
rewith a copy of Tateligeoce Summary No.8 for the seigd the tout tien 
to 25th February, 1945, compiled by the military attaché "3 pene s 


Tehran, th February, 19A5. 


eae Enclomure: in. (10) 


Military Attachi’s Intelligence 8 y 
jelligence Siimimary No. 8 for the Period \9th February 
25th February, 1945, Mh Letra 


Taek Persian A fairs 
1. "The chief business has been — 


by the Minister of Finauce of @ Bill empowering Govern 


en to Fetien to their rightful owners lands and troy 
full cutcated from tho tribes and other landowners The mond 
oc ce Bi ea ean treet form i Tike 
(ii) Passing of the BHI to provide credits forthe 
nang ofthe Bl to provide erste for the months of Babman and 
i fund 21a January. to the Bist Marcha twelfth of the 
(ii) The tabling by the Persian Prime Miniiter of t 
’ an Prime Miniiter of two Bills to provide for 
the formation of agricultural councils and for the develop of 
Permian agriculture, The text af the former has. been recived aad 
Will be published is this summary when the Bill is passed. Tt looks 
imposing enough on paper, it the lack of the Becsry” funds 
sania ae vige will probably prevent its ever being of any 
Obituary, 


2. By the death on the 24h February of Hassan Esfandiari Haji 


Mubtashim-ueSaltaneh (F. 2 
Pomme Saltaneh (E000; M.A. 195) a notable landmark of modern 


Appointments, 


3 Sartip Gulshayan, Deputy Chief of the 3 
Goveronr of bran vice Sartip Ras Shabani ‘The reas forthe che 
said to be Shaibani’s inactivity in general and bis neglect of duty in parton: 
‘on the occasion of @ riot at Muharram whet Tho vint cha Rai ss 
at Muharram when he failed to visit the scene in per 
ball despatched a force 40 inadeqaate that it was cecal ie ea 
id one soldier was killed. The inc lita gh pleasant 
mannered and intelligent, is not remarkabl ay ae 


Persian Army. 


4. The Conscription Law cout 

it Law cottioues to be debated and 
criticism of the existing. procedure sevms jus ng. to Goveraeat > 
temporary inability to enforce consciption tn areas not tinker gia cnet eee 
the Russian occupied zone aud the a 
Jouger rtins) the annual eall-up ia 0 


not under its control (i.e. 
ee af it eta 
o her areas exceeds the army's require 

Wi, Star ea pe as tare fe ee 

cen only eive exemption for one year and may iowiog: yea 

Uefa me set fe ora my hs wing ear 
exemption and have the disturbing y hanging over their heads for a 
th oper or ge anu ecm ater 
rN sR eating id he ein: apap 
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Persian Naey. 


5. After repeated. uests by the Persian Government for the return of 
All or some of ete saval nraft affll alloat, the Royal Navy has agreed. to, the 
Feturn of the admiral’s barge and two wolor launches after repair... While 
these if ficiently handled, may go come way towards prevention of smnoggling 
fand frootier conirol in the Shattel-Arab, they. will not sulice for other needs 
hid by the Persam Government to be equally pressing, bx, general preventive 
Gutier ant as'n means Of communication between the saitered garrisons aloug 
the whole Persian coast from Bushire to Jask. 


Internal Securit 
Bakhtiar’ “! 

6. The Chief of the Genoral Staff has decided to. postpone till a more 
suitable cocasion the operations for disarming the Bahuai and Taiyebi for the 
Teasons given in paragraph 9 of the last Intelligence Summary. According to 

rt, General Humaynni has submited an alternative proposal to 
Hajiwand sub-tribe of the Chahar sion of the Bakhtiari 
‘This alternative proposal bas not yet reached the Persiay General Stafl, Tv 
faire examination for two reasons. Firstly. at this late season, the Hajiwand 
ie upward migration to their summer grazing grounds 
Dear the Ushtarinan Kub, thus potting themselves beyond the reach of 
attackers, Secondly, the Hajiwand live, both in their winter and summer grazing 
frounds, in close proximity to another sub-tribe of the Chahar Lang (also an 
‘O-shoot of the Fuladwand tribe), the Hivedi, to. whom it is belioved the murderers 
I Harris and Dr, Griffiths and his son belong, His Majesty's 
pressing the Persian Government for more than two years 
to bring these murderers to justice, and their reply, #0 far, has been to the effect 
that their habitat is not under Governm 
against the Hajiwand are considered feasible 
should be regarded as beyond the reach of a punitive column. 


Lefahan. 

7. A number of persons have been arrested by the Persian military authori 
ties for smuggling arms. One of them was a member of the Tudeh party. One 
‘unconfirmed report says that vebicles of Transovtrans were used for the purpose 
The above information is especially interesting in view of the nomerous reports 
in the Tudeh press of late to the effect that " Mysterious Hands,” " Fascists,” 
“"[mperialists ” and " Reactionaries" were busy arming the tribes of the south 

On the 15th February some fifty members of the Tudeh ambushed a car 

ning Abbas Quli Dehesh, a factory owner, and Saifpur Fatemi, the Maj 
Deputy. On the timely arrival of a party of soldiers about twenty members 
the gang were arrested, am ‘was the local Tudeh leader, Babrampar 
‘The Soviet consul, Marchenko, demanded his release from the Governor-General 
and, on being treated to some plain speaking by the latter, demanded the reel 
Of the Governor-General and some other officials. The Governor-General, who 
seems to have behaved with admirable firmness, courage and. impartiality 
throughout, has asked bis Government to procure the recall of Marchenko, ‘The 
sitaation is tense with Tudeh and. anti-Turkish factions spoiling for a fight 


Kuh-i-Galu. 

9, Some progress has been made in settling the disputes between Abdullah 
Khan Zarghampur and his half-brother, Khosro. The former was last reported 
to be near Behbehan, but to be reluctant to enter the town without some form 
of British guarantee 


Kurdistan. 

10, On the 15th February a crowd of Kurds attacked the police station at 
Mahabad (Sanjbulagh) and attempted to Jot the Finance Department's, oces 
Five policemen and a Kurd were killed. The ringleader of the Kurds, Aziz of 
the Faizullahbegi tribe, inan inflammatory speech, urged the expalsion of all 
Persian officials and claimed to speak asa pro-Russian, »pro-Communist 
Nationalist. According to a Russian source the Kurds were enraged at the 
unfair distribution of monopoly goods. On the 14th February, at a village a 
few miles north of Rezaich a small detachment of Persian infantry on tactical 
(raining encountered a party of Herki Kards The latter opened fire and the 
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commander of the Persian detachment, » Major Mafi, rashly charged them and 
was killed. According to a Persian General Staff report, as yet unconfirmed 
from constilar sources, the Persia detachment a day-or two later located these 
same.Kurds in position on a hill north-west of Rezaich on the Rezaich-Shahpur 
road and attacked them inflicting casualties of fifty killed and wounded with 
no los to theinselves The Persian Governinent feel particularly sore with the 
Russians over the first incident because the Russians, though they withdrew their 

from Mahabad) some time ago, refused (o allow the Persian army to 

cirown_ A battalion of Persian infantry has been moved from Saqqiz 
to Bukan about 35 miles south of Mababad and, if Russian permission is obtained, 
this battalion will subsequently move on and garrison Mababad 


Khuzistan 
11, _A fairly reliable estimate of the arms recovered in phases 34 and 


of General Humayuni’s operations against the: Arabé of Khorramishahe an 
‘Abadan, Shedgan and Khalafabad is 1,300, 750.and 400 respectively 


French Interests, 


12 General Catroux, French Ambassador to the USS.R.. passed. through 
Tehran on his way. to. Mowow. He wax received. in audicuce by Hee Imperal 

Majoaty the Shah. 
18, ‘Tho, Persian. Military. Mission referred to. in, paragraph 18. of 
wary No 40 of 1944 is scheduled to Jeave Tehran. on. the 


nea, 2th February, W9A6, 


[B 1760/70/34) ay 


Military Atiaché's Intelligence Summary No. 9 (Secret) Jor the Period 

Wih February to 4th March, 1940. (Communiouted te Pokran Decpateh 

No, 06 of the Sth March, WHS, received in Foreign Office 14th March.) 

Persian Affairs 
Politioal. 

DR, MULLSPAUGH left Tehran on the 26th February and, unless he is 
Fash enough Wo try and write another apologia ax’ sequel to. "' The American 
Task in Persia," Which he published after the completion of his previous 
of office, the hubbub may be expected to die down. 

2. Perwia declared war ut Japan with eflect from the 23th February 

4. Bayat's poaition has strengthened slightly daring the past two weeks. 
Inability, among the Majli« parties to-agree on a muccesior and disine 
to mar the festivities of the Nan Ruz, now approaching, 

Dre Muxaddiq may: baye strengthened Bayat's position by a speach, in which 
referred. to the current. trend of thought. in. the Majlis with regard to 
Government — 

“For several dayn ic had been quite clear that th 

‘hol im very yroat-favour with the Majlis, but reusons fo ition to the 

Government should be clearly sated: if the Government was bad thea it 
should yo, but if not then it should receive full support. If the Government 
had to go great attention should be paid to its smccemor. Persia of to-day 
found herself living ini period when the leaders of great nations gathered 
together; took importatit decisions and drew up world plats, and if Persians 
really gave serious thought to Persia’s position in international polities at a 
tine when the slightest negligence would bring down great misfortane on 
Persia, they would be bound to confess that it was necessary for the Majlis 
to be respected, and fora clear and permanent policy to be established which 
would settle disturbed public opinion-on the one hand, and-which woule 
enable Persia to deal with current ‘important international probleins with 
success on the other: Exactly what the present Goverminent had achieved. 
good or bad, should be clearly defined: the Government had kept its promise 
to abrogate’ Millspangh's powers and had thus rendered great. service to 
Persia If it was proved necessory that the Government should go then 
the Majlis should take care to avoid a political crisis and should ‘not appoint 
‘au inefficient: snecessor.”” 
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Financial. ¥ 
Persian year 192Mthe Bie Mare, 1645, tte 
4, The budget for the Persian year 1324—the 21st. NED ri She 
ate ats to be tabled shorn. Expenditare ts bev to be round 

Sons 400 sullen ionans (approximately £31 wlio} 


fury is emply aud Government salaries are one month in 


Upprintnents—Ciei ean 
©. G) Jawad Sadr to bevfirst Secretary amd Consul at the. Persian Cons 
“bot Qasim Shei ted to the Majlis-as Un 
ji) Dr. Abul Qasim Sheikh has been presented to the Majlis as Un 
(0) Or eretany tube Ministry of Commerce ad Industry abd 


Persian Aroy, 
c latest amend- 
7. The conscription bill is still being debated and one of the latest 

Inets proposed fe to reduce the gerd of ompolsory military sevice fro two 
Years fo aoe With administration and training at their present levels this 
Would render comsription a fares. Between quarter anda thir of the co 
Kripts on joining Know only Turki and take six,mouths or a year to learn 
fuiicent Persian to understand the onders given ‘The amendment is also very 
Tnpopalar with officers wh, quick to select bwtmen the more preventable and 
intelfigent and the handyinen from each draft, thus secured for themselve 
years Shang Khedadad, General Offcer Commanding. the Sth, Khorrassan 
Division, has heen recalled to Tehran to-answer churges made against bit 

is officers of peculation especially in the matter of certain recent. disarmament 
Operations near Kuchan, A cominission had recently. gone to 
tleate these rumours Sarhang Khodadad fad ten, fayourah 
Majesty's Cousul-General_ for Khorr xT i known that ie. wa 
regarded with favour by the Russians wworvover, a nominee of Gi 
Rarmara. 


Persian Air Force. 
: Colonel Sialipush 
General Ahmad Naksbevin (0. 190; M.A, 198) and Colonel Siahp 
hao Feturned to Po thet oa ithe Und Staten Tete nay 
axe iSlaugthy ‘one and they. were lavishly entertained. ‘They are reported ax 
Fe eee eatly iinpressed with Aweri¢an factory wap production But not at 
all with the war effort in general 


Kurdistan. 

0. Phe small force which the Chief of the G al Staff bad ordered to 
ae 4 simp ne as yet, oes, It is to be ae Hae the. aineie 
En ad mga 10 of tugs Sama NG a6 oh 
detachment. tshinand Afshar has hot yet assembled this colin from 
his scattered comm ‘Amir Asad of the Deboukri Kurds has od instru 
by Afshar to collect bis followers and mect him at Mahabac dpcariai yas 
to the Russians’ reactions, the known enmity betw vi Muhammad, 

wom the Kurds and, lastly, the intention of Colonel Schwarzkopf to form a 
fort which toay produce some startling resalts in the neighbourhoo 


‘Abdullah Zargbampur, according to a consular report, Iu arrived at 


: P pepared 
chtehan and, from a message sentinby General Humayuni, seems prepare 
fo ait to. the: Goren ih isyia be eral Hi 
tolerate culo (oleate, tha 
veacrals) and his knovwiedgt of hi own 
Ce Vropone terins which, while secaring tranquillity for the area, wall 


too onerous for Abdullah's acceptance. 


at's weakness will indice him 
prove 


eee phe situation is’ reported ws quieter an there have been 0. more 


parbanices 
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Shiraz. 


18. ‘The Russian Consal at Tsfatian, Me: Marchenko, accompanied by the 
‘Assistant Russian Military Attaché and tivo agricultural experts, visited Shiraz 
tetween the 10th and the 17th February”. Mr. Marchenko was very curious and his 
tions to the Persian officials 4 
of subjects. He asked for inform 
arms to them from 
reconciliati 


the ea} 
the nut 


persuade Nasir Khan to 

is Imperial Majesty The Shab 

her Nasi i : here are grounds for bel 

Nasir Khan regards Khosro with suspicion as attempting to undermine h 
ity with the Qushgaiand algo as a couvert to the Tadeh 


her Nasir Khao will consider it as a tray 


British Interests 


15, The remainder of the British Parliamentary Delegation (see paragraph 
10 of Intelligence Summary No. 7/43) has passed through Tehran. While here 
they were entertained at the Majlis, where they met the Cabinet Ministers and 
Deputies, This part of the delegation consisted of the following 


i 
Mr. Wilfred Roberts, MP. 
Lord Parringdon, MP. 
Mr. T, Fraser, MP. 

Mr. dohn Parker, M.D, 


French Interests, 


16. The motion to renew for a further period of five years the contract of 
Mr. Paul Godard, the Director of Archieology, bax caused a stir, To most 
it gealal savant, enconray 


ow comme 
x ema 
Me nproperly, smugeling out of the count 
aud even converting to bis own use artioles of value excavated by him at various 
sites in Persia, 

Armenian Religions Interests 


17. _ A Soviet national, Vahar Kestanian, has been elected by the religi 
authorities at Retehmiadzin to the vacant Archbishopric of Iafaban (Julfa), 
ce comprises all Persia (except Tabriz), India, Burma and the ‘Notheela 
East Indies, 


Tehram, 5th March, 104d, 


(B 1808/70/34) (ay 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Swamary No. 10, Secret, for the period the 
5th March to the Lith March; WAS. Communicated in Tehran Derpatch No. 79 
of the 12th March—Received in Foreign Office 20th March 


Persian Affairs 
Political 

1. Bayat, the Prime Minister, is expected to resign today. His supporters 
had been falling away rapidly. His relative-and supporter, Dr. Musaddig, had 
unfavourable notice on account of a speech in the Majlis and 
out of it which is described in a later paragraph in. this 
uudeh party, having achieved their object in getting rid of 
Dr. Millspaugh, had no further use for Bayat. The Shah is reputed to be 
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Y displeased with him for accepting the Presidency of the Irano-Soviet 
Caltural Seciety and for being bounced by the Russians inio giving a lange recep- 
tion in honour of the Red army at the premises of the Persian Officers’ Club, to 
Which not ouly Persians but members of the diplomatic corps and. Allied officers 
were invited. The Independent and se pacar ae aH — led 
{o join forces to oppose the Government. Up to date there s no clear indicat 
Of who his succesur will be, but it is rumoured that the various factions ha 
already ruled out as unsuitable two, possibilities in, the shape: of Sobeili. and 
Rajab’ Ali Mansour, at present. Governor of Khorrassan 

2. On the 4th March, in the course of a debate on the submissi 

by Majlis commissions, « Deputy objected to a previous remark ty 
Wo the effect that the Majlis Justice Commission had acquitted an embezzler 
Acquitting Tadayyu, who had been impeached for accepting’ bribes in. co 
Nexion with the last elections, Dr. Musaddiq requested that Tadayyun’s dos 
should be placed at, his disposal for fifteen daya, by the end of which period 
undertook to find ample evidence of Tadayyun's guilt. He wax told that, as 
Deputy, he had the right to study the dossier in tbe Majlis but not to, remove it 
The doctor, in one of his hysterical outbursts. demanded a yote on his proposal 
but was shouted down. In a fit of rage he left hamber turning at the door 
to remark that the Majlis was aden of thieves. This unpalatable trath estranged 
any of his, and hence Bayat's, supporters. On the 6th March a crowd of young 
ttadents, having heard of De, Musaddiq’s outhnrst and refusal vo atlesid the 
Majlis, persuaded the’ hysterical demagogue to allow himself tobe carried 
by them in. procession to the Majlis, A. posse of soldiers, drawn 
‘pat the gntes fo prevent the entry of this crowd, opened fire after, ie ix suid, 3 
‘shot had been fired at thera by, an unknown, person in the crowd, In, the inane 
fashion prevalent in the Persian army when Called out. in ald of the civil power 
the troope fired a few rounde over the heads of the. rioters and tetuby: killed 
young student who was peacefully watching the ene from the balcony of his 

oar nome distance away, “An enquiry inte the incideat, i boing. held’ and, in 
the meanwhile Sartip Gulbhayau, the newly-appointed Military Governor of 
Tehran, hax been suspended, and Colonel Shah Rain, his deputy, ix oMiating 

3.” Some publicity har len given of late in the Persian press to the closing 
‘of the internce’s camp at Rasht and deductions were drawn ta show that, despite 
the Russians’ magnanimity, tbe British continued tokeep their numerous internces 
in Tehran. To counteract hie tischiews: propagunda a press communique 
has been isauod by His Majesty's Embassy, which explains that interne arc 
held joinily and that the British and Russlan security authoritiea.work in the 
clonal Cooperation 
4. -HLAAL the Shah, in an interview given recently to the representative of 
the Brening Standard newspaper, stated that the best course for Persia to piirsie 
was to abstain from all negotiations of treaties leading to the according of 
economic, financial and commercial concessions with other countries as lang av 
foreign troop were on Persian si 
i The Deputy Masndi asked for information in the Majlis on the 

4th, March regarding the rumoured arming of the Southern tsibee,,”‘The Prime 
Minister, previously supplied with ample material by His Majesty's imbaasy 

‘convincing answer, gave a much watered-down version in reply, He stated 
that such false rumours only served to weaken confidence in Government and 
were without foundation. He admitted that the tribes were plentifully. supplied 
with arms which they had acquired on the disintegration of the Persian nrmy 
‘at the time of the entry of British and Russian troops. Furthermore, a trickle of 
smuggled arms had always reached the trikes and would douhitless always continne 
to do s0 despite the vigilance of the preventive service. He assured the Majlis 
that the Government was parsning a gradual policy of disarmament He 
reassured the Majlis that the recent pact between certain tribal leaders made 
for added security and was tot in any way directed against the Government 


Financial. 


6. _ The Budget —The Finance Minister tabled a single article budget bill in 
the Majlis on the 4th March. Income was shown as 4,412 200,000rialsand expendi, 
{ure as 4412,170,000 rinls. As the last. year's budget was never passed, and 
this year's budget may mect a similar fate, it is reproduced for purposes of 
reference as an Appendix to this summary. Army expenditure consisting af the 
Ministry of War budget at 1,000,000,000 rials and Conscription Department at 
1,400,000 rials, and ““Miniétry of War requirements from United States’” at 
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{96,000,000- inka, total 1,097-400,000 rials and. represent. 25, per cent..of the total 
penditare.. When 308,246,100, rials are added for the xendarmerie vote and 
7,000,000 rials for the police vote there is some justification for the eriticisms 

by Majlis Deputies that Persia is spending more than she ean afford on her 

security forces. 


Keonomie 

7. Most of the members of the ecnnomie council (tee paragraph 8 of Sum- 
mary No. 6/45) have resigoed. giving as their reason the unwarranted interference 
‘of the Ministry of Finance in the economic sphere 


A ppointmente~ Civil 
$—(i) Bagir Kazemi (FO. 105; M.A 142) to be Persitn Minister at! Stodk- 
holm. This appointwent was annonnced ia February 104 (sce 
paragraph 10,5 1944), but Kazemi did not proceed 
1 his mission aud the appointment was thought to have lapsed! 
(ii) Mustafa Muqiddam to be Director of the Sipah (Army) Bank 
(hi) Taboureth Ademyat to be Third Secretary atthe Persian Easy in 


Military, 

(i) Colovel Mabmad Iniami to be Director of the Army Ordnance Depart 
ment 

(ii) Colonel Dehimi ftom Officor Commanding Jahrum Brigade to be 
Military, Public: Prosecutor . * 

iit Colonel Majleai from Chief of Staff 9th Fars Division to an appoint 
mont in Tehran 

(iv) Colonel Satrami to’ be Officer 
Bayendor 

(W) Colonel Bayendor to be Officer 
Colonel Shabrukhababi, 


nmanding Saqqiz Btigade eee Colohel 


aiding Ketmansbah Brigade cize 


Perdan Army, 
9, The military mission (see paragraph 14 M.A’s. Sumo 
which has left for a tour of the French battlefields consists of 


Sartip Resa Sawadi-—Head of Geographical Section, General Stall 
accompanted Military Mimion to Middle Fast in 13—G.0.C, ‘Tab 
Chief of Personnel B r Stall 

Surhang Abdul Hustein Hejazi—2ud in command Officers’ ‘Traini 
College-=Military Governor of Tehran 

Colonel Mazheri—Inntractor Stall College—accompanied Military 
Mission to Middle East in 1043—Staff Officer General ‘ 

Lieutewant-Colonel Muaayyini.—Stafl Officer General Staff—brother of 
Sartip Muzayyini, Gengral Officer commanding id Division. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Amini Secretary HLM: the Shah's Military 
Cabinet 


10, ‘The proposal to reduce the period of compulsory service for conscripts 
{roa wo yours to one year has been rejected by the Military AMfaire Committee 
of tho Majlis 
Ti. Coldel Atapar, C.B.F. (ate military attaché in London), las returned 
from his tonr of inspection io those areas of Khuzistan where disarming opera: 
tions have recently taken place. This unbalanced and embarrassingly anglo- 
hile officer was warned before his departure against excessive zeal and the 
lly of saying what he believed, ir, that everyone of his countrymen was a 
thief, his countey on the brink of disaster and that its only salvation lay in 
the immediate acceptance of a British mandate for an indefinite period. His 
report is couched in moderate terins and merely accuses General Hamayuni, of 
making reasonable profite ont of the allowances for his troops’ rations; out of 
the distribution of monopoly (goods among the tribes and out of forewarning 
trites of coming disarmament 
12 The Minister for War afd the Chief of the General Staff state that 
they are datormined to check and punish corruption in the army anid that the 
fuimmoning to Tehran to answer charges of peculation of Colonel Khodadad 
from Khortarsan and’ Colonel Shahrukhshahi from Kermanshah are the frst 
steps in that direction, The appointment of Colonel Dehimi as public prosecutor 


pitt 


1am place of the allegedly dishonest Colanel Shah Quli is, they say, another earnest 

of their endeavours. If these charges are proved and the offcers punishedthe 

deterrent effect should be good, but the apparent, impossibility 

conviction. in Persia and the fact that the two officers recalled aud also the 
public prosecutor were friends of General Razmara (and hence enemies 
MI Arfa) detract from the valve of the protestations of the Minister 

for War and the Chief of the General Staff 


Internal Security 
Asarbaijan 

13. A consular report states that there are signs that the Tudeh and 
Workers Union have been told to draw in their horns by their Russian masters 
Botti have published notices condemning acts of violence committed in their names 
fad annoancing that-unruly members will be expelled. A-flag march of 1,200 
Persian troops through Tabriz has had a steadying effect on local nerves and 
hax done much to cahance the waning prestige of the Persian ar 

14. The newspaper Jan reports that Mebdi Dadvar. (Vossug-ns-Saltanch) 
has been recalled. Tt has been known for.a long: time that the Persian Govern 
tient has been very dissatisfied at his feeble handling. of the sitaation and his 
complete subservience to the Russians 


Khuzistan, 
15. A decline in 
Ahmadi tribesmen 


Ho hus left : citleanent of the dispute between 
Abdulla Zarghampur and K He is hopeful of a settle 
ment by which Abdallab, in return for hi on to Government, will be 


recognised ax Kalantar of the Boir Ahmadi Sarhaddi (lower) tribes only, 


bfahan 
A reliable report. sates that Tudeh influence fas aulfered a severo 
ihe Governor's firm handing of the situation andthe 
modbee cause for the 
inprensgande 
ape Falfgious 
Practices, which in tater eee sell 
Se a tetsce paragraph 17 of las, Tntlligeooe Summary 
Reatlnian te to be like his prederessor, Archimandrile and sot Archbishop of 
Sulfa 


British Intereats 


19. As from Nau Ruz (21st March) the time on the Tehran radio reserved 

the past threo years for the service "* Voice of Britain" will be given up 

is hoped that. this will assist the Persian Government in their return to 
normality. The Russians, therefore, will from that date tw Ube only foreigners 
with # radio time reserved for themselves. 


French Interents. 


20, The renewal af the contract of Mr. Godard for a further period of five 
years was passed by the Majlis by the narrow margin of 46 votes to 43, See 
paragraph 16 of last Intelligence Summary 


Polish Interests. 


91 Discussions with the colonial and other’atithotities conoerned are in 
progress with a view to making one more and final transfer of Poles from Persia 
to the number of 2200 distributed Southern and Northern Rhodesia anc 
Uganda 


Tehran, 12th Mareh 1945. 
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Appendix. 


Detailed Revenue and Expenditure of the General Builget for the year 1324 


21st March, 1945. 
of Finance 4th March, 1945. 
Revenves. 
ry of Rinance- 
Direct Taxation 
ome Tax and Stamp fees 
yeritance and transfer tax 
Indirect Taxation 
3. Oil 


4 uufacture of alcob 


n fee motorless vehicles and 


Mine 4 gained from 
stamped documents, &e 


auctions 


Tobacco and Opium Monopoly, 
8 Opium Monopoly 
9. Tobacco Monoply 
Customs 
10, Costoma Reven 
11. Sugar and tea 1 
12 
Port charge 
1A. 4 per cents tax ei exparie 
19, Lighthouse tax 
16. 6 per cent, tax on imports and 1 per 
ent. Lax on oxports : 
17, Mines tax collected. by: Minintry of 
14, Profit on Government shiaren in Banice 
and Compami 
Shares in 


skins 


p 
x and unforeseen 


lon feee'on fiaheries and. river 
nceasten fees on. ‘elephones wid 
reventies from other concessions 
find arrears 
Hea of Geverawiont 
payable by A.LO.C 
nceasion fees from. A.1.0.6. 
i Properties and Publie Domains 
‘ommercial Traneactions, Economic 
Ifaits nnd factories 
Majlis, Majlis Printin, 
haharistan garden 


employees 


Ministry of dustice 

blie Courts 
minal and Profiteers’ Courts 

25 per cent. rgistration of documents 
and. property 

Registration of documents and 
property and percentage fee on 
executed warrants 

Revenne on profit gained by owners of 
Notaries pub 

Sule of documents and books 


10th March, 1946), tabled in the Majlis by the Minister 


000,000 


150,000,000 
110,000,000 
10,000,000 


180,000,000 
6,000,000 
200,000 253,500 


16,000,000 19,000,000 


201,000,000 
1,100,000,000 


410,000,000 
(015,000,000 


000,000 
220,000,000 
47,000,000 


108,000,000 
59,500,000 
2,400,000 
430,000 

900,000 


100,000 87,200,000 


6,000,000 7,500,000 
44,224,000 
6,018,000 
1,000,000 
1,502,600 


164,000,000 
AGA, 800 
000,000) 

1/500,000 


2,300,000 800,000 


1,000,000 1,000,000 


858400 
460,055 160 
140,456,000 
500,000,000 


7,000,000 7,000,000 


7,400,000 
100,000 


6,000,000 
'300,000 


12,200,000 10,000,000 


50,000,000 49,000,000 


5,000,000 
4,000,000 


4,500,000 
2.500,000 


Ministry o 


38. 


1324 

the Interior Riads 

Police reventies and 
the provinces 

Gigil Status Department 

Ministry of Health and 
Institute 


ports sold in 


Pasteur 
580,000 


700,000 


Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs und Telephones 


39. 
40 
i 


Post 30,000,000 
Tel 91,000,000 


mpany, Se ‘500,000 


Ministry of B 


r 


43, 
4 
45 
46 
" 
48 


Tuition dole other than 
primary 

Sidip fees on permits, cortiiotes, &e 

Miscellancons 

Sale of Year Hooks 

Public endowments 

Howpital affairs 


1,850,000 
00,000 
50,000 
15,000, 
1,000,000 
"800,000 
185,000 


Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 


40. 
50. 
St 

52, 


280,000 
2,000,000 
120,000 
100,000 


Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Tiles and b 
Fees for analysis and dyes 


Ministry of Agriculture 


ageivuhuiral implements. and 
experimental 


Sale ¢ 
toals anid i 
farm 

Fxamination of 

Irrigation Department 


nm fro 
5,500,000 


1,500,000 
21500,000 


Other Reeenue 


od 1o 1322 acount 70,000,000 


4,412,200,000 


Exrexorrune. 


Ministry of Court and Special Office. 

Upkeep ot Royal preserves, salaries, 
expenses and repairs 

Majlis 

Prime Minister and Prime Minister's Office 

Radio Department and Pars Newsagency 

Ministry of War 

Ministry of War Requirements ex-United States 

Ministry of the Interior 

Gendariverie 

Police 

Statistics Department and civil status 

2 Couscription Departm 

Ministry of Health 

Pasteur Institute 

Ministry of Justice 

District Court Officials and Public Prosecutions 

Criminal Court and Profiteers" Court 

Registration of Documents and Property 

Fees to Owners of Notaries Public 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs and 
Representation 
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palaces 


Foreign 


132 
Risals. 


3,500,000 
1,500,000 


400,000 
1,300,000 


"100,000 


1,500,000 
'300,000 
154,000 
20,000 
1,000,000 
‘800,000 
25,000 


78,000 
310,000 
72,000 


1,000,000 
1,500,000 


70,000,000 
4,098,075,600 


1324. 
Rials. 
11,792,400 


3,000,000 
28,500,000 
340,000 
3,200,000 
1,000,000,000 
196,000,000 
95,444,000 
398,246,100 
237,000,000 
39,959,000 
1,400,000 
150,784,500 
44,000,000 
(69,184,655 
20,000 
800,000 
4,740,000 
4,500,000 


211,460 
I 











Ministry of Posts and ‘Telegeapls 45,015,000 

Minit ot aati 538 08.000 

Endowment 0,00 

1000000 

University eid Hogpital AMairs Departmen 

Ministry of Agriculture aut 

Irrigation Department wa 

Ministry Gf Cantoeree and Tivdustry 

Ministry ot Commenteatn 

Railway Construction Departieit 0 

Port Affairs Department 12.438;000 

Tigh Beads inn “nt ast m 115,000,000 

He ding’ Gato ind te 

on 

Tetacro Monppaly Dep 

Cecled Property and Panic Domains Depariznent 

Pensions atl apkeep of 

Reed Lion and Son Society Tubrit and Medbed 

Welfare Insttat 

Conatrcion and preservation’ of slaughter houses Qiworen 
expotation nd undertakings 5.000.000 
mapofacture of w 1354080 


806,811,600 


Tater am ipa Bond ad de. tik ais 10000 
Foreign debts eae to 
tural Hank and Commervial Henke 
Bularion of Government Tepresctitatives with et a 
, ALOL. a) 

National Bank - 

Larios al one 
Gali Covtraneni employes rk doit’ go 
Gorerement redits and nderiakinss Woot 00 

4. Tuntalment on purchase of Washington Kibassy 1.430.000 
Transferred fe odin 


402.441 


4,412,170,000 


(B 2080/70/34) (13) 


Militity Atlaché’s Intell 
wih March to Wh March, IIS. Communicated ta Teaem eee, 
0, Sh af WA March, 1945.— (Received in Foreign Ofer, 2th March 2048, 


nae Persian Affairs 

THLE sifuntion in the Majlis ix 
rofuie thdoun “According lease eee a 
is pat on hi, to, 


y ie Bayat has not yot rvigne and 
w 10 one report he has threatened, if farther presure 
in the Majlis the names ofall those Deputies who have 
hich, in view «f the appre Naw Raz holidays 
eriod which approai ‘am Rox holidays 
¢ new Government could he formed, would delay to Pers 

selection of representatives for the fortheoming San Francisco 


asked him for nt poe 
sina im for Government posts He also stated that the fall of 


would elapse bef 
disadyantage the 


ns 


Conference. ‘The wildest rumours are abroad) "Some say that the Tudeh party 
are keeping others that the British alone are preventing of 
his Cabinet ixty, Deputies are opposed to him, but their num! 
increase if th as political factions can coalesce and. agree on a, suocessor 
2 Jacuddiq has apolgised for his angry outburst reported in para 
graph t nce Summary No 10. He is variously reported as having 
‘explained that ‘specifically to the Majlis or that he did not mean 
© infer that a! I r This apology, though hardly hand. 
tome, induced 
ake his ap 
Governor at the 
3. The Majlis has passed a single article bill empowering the Government 
© Yorrow 200. milli from the National Bank to. meet current 
his loan is to be repaid from sums set apart for this purpose in 
21st March, 1945-20th March, 1946) 
tho control of foreign trade has been removed from the 
ronaanie Section of the Ministry of Finance and placed under the 
Ministry of Commerce ni Mines, 
3. Hussein Pirmia (Mutamin-ul-Mulk) (FO. 171; MLA. 212) has refused 
to accopt the Persian Prime Minister's invitation to lead the Persian d 
Torth« San Franciato Conference. the following names h 
teen put forward hy the Council of Ministers as representatives 
srullah 1 er of Foreign Adlairs (F.0, 92; M.A. 121) 
Muntafa Adi (Mansur-us-Saltaneh) + Minister of Justice (F.0.1; MLA. 1). 
Hasan 'Taqizadeh = Persian Ambarsador in London (F.0. 220; M.A. 204), 
Majid Ahi" Persian Ambansador in Moscow (F.0. 4; M.A. 7). 


. The Tehran Daily News of the 16th March published an account of 
German Fifth Column activition in Persia in the Ja press article and not a 
The Kurds and Quehgai are xpecifically mentioned as implicated 
id the Deputy. Naubakht are mentioned by 
sis article will permuade some Persians that the 
imernees are not Persian press, honest and patriotic 
individuals wrongfully detai rounds of ill-founded suspicion and hearsay 
7. The Minister of Finan 1d a bill for the inereuse in stam 
‘on bonds, cheque 


Eeonom 
& Musharraf Nafisi (FO. 154; M.A. 190) has also. resigned from the 
Government Economic Council, 


Persian Army 

9, Corrigendum: Miliary Attaché's Totelligence Summary No. 10/45, 
arapraphe 8 cAppuiatmente--Afiitary) sub-paragraph (ii)—for "9h Pars 
Division” reat oth Kars Division, 


Appointment 
10 (i) Dr. Fazlallah Mushawir to be a member of the Government 

Keonomie Council 

(ii) Hadi Jazayiri to be Ast Secretary, Persian Consulate-Ceneral, 
Delhi 

(iii) Abins Mir Aslant to be Counsellor, Persian Embassy, Angora 

(iv) Mokbbir. Farahwand to be Majlis representative on the bank 
‘council for the fiduciary banknote cover, 

(®) Andelan (Fakbr-al-Mamalik) to be Farmandar of Kashan vice 
fiftah appointed special inspector to the Ministry of Tnterior, 


Internal Security 
Fars 

n 1. security has improved. Three A.LO.C. tankers were 
Teeently Szeru, but this 1s an isolated incident and thought to be 
the work of Farajulla aji who is incensed at the detention of his brother 
by the Persian military at Kazerun. 
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British Interests 


= A patty of teti journalists from India visited Tehran during the past 


13, "His Excellency the’ Ambassador left on the 19th March, 1945 
week's tour in Bagdad. Kiuzistan and the Gulf, nn Man® 1948, for a 
British Military Interests 


14. The scheme whereby village headmen guarantee the if 
seth sl fn her es area 
= not been introduced. Recent he area has been extended 7. 
the stretch Kangavar-Khasrovi, ~ ai eine ane Ne Sire 


Cexchoslavak Interests 
15. Dr. Boned and party passed through Tehran on th ' 
Dr. Bened was received in audience by His Imperial Majesty the Shab 
American Intereats 
merican financial advisors hive resigned. 


Tehran, 19th March, 1945. 
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CHAPTER IV.SAUDI ARABIA. 


{B 992/952/25) 0, 16. 


«Mr. Jordan fo Mr. Kien—(Réecived 91h Febrary, 1945) 
(No. 22) :. 
fr, Jedile, 0h Tainiary, 1948 
IN accordance with the instructions contained in Viscount Halifax's circular 
teh of the Ach, Noveuer. 1999, 1 bave the honour to transmit to. you 
report on Sandi Arabia for 1946 
sited wo Mr, MCG. Man for hie assistance in the preparation 
Of this report. 
"Yast scoding. copies of tii dowpaeh ‘nnd ft encloware ta the Minimer 
Rasident in the Middle Vase and to the Political Intelligence Centre, Middle 
iat 


T have, &e 
SR JORDAN 


Enclosure in No. 16 


Annual Report on Saudi Arabia for 1044 
Introduction. 

1. In inany respects the year 1944 heralded a new era in the history of 
‘Studi Arabia. ~ The tradition’ of manual and friendship booed 
King Ton Sand and His Majesty's Government continued unbroken and. was 

throughout the year in spite of the impact of new develop. 
z them being the prospect that His Majesty's Government 
no longer ub nancial ass the King on, the 
‘aime scalo aa during ds, howover, remained 
eadfant aril prevailed a Of thoue of his advisers and « 
Who began to turn to the United Stator as the goose that could lay the biggest 
olden exg 

2 "Among the most significa 4 of the your was the emergence into 

the foreground of Saudi internal aff of the United States, the closer if 
ticipation of Tha Saud in Arab unity discussions, his increaving 
ve Yemen and King Farouk's request to visit. Hin Majesty 
ie humbered. moene 42,000 pilgrim, approximately 
the’ samo 11 1 dude a token pilgermnage’ of about 4,000 
Indian for the fret 


Arab A fairs. 

4. Throughout the year the King adhered closely to his policy of consulting 
His Majesty's Government on all matters relating to Arab affairs, particularly 
A > further ample proof of his wisdam and foresight...A8 bo 

‘guided throughout by three principles: (1). to maintain 

position in the Arab workd and accept. domination by nobody; (2) to 

Avoid embarrassing His Majesty's Government and their Allies in the prosecution 

f the war, and (3) t : neti, 
His enspicions of Hashimite intrigues rem 

5. In March Ibn Sand sent Sheikh Yu 
to postpone the Arab Unity Conference and Nabas agreed. ‘The King 
A inter confirming this. He was deeply offended, however, when he 
July that Nabas had double-crosed him and invited Iraq sind. Syria to attend 
the meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the Arab Unity Conference in 
Alexandria He was incensed, too, that Naling had sit even bot 
his letter, In spite of a long apology. from Nahas, Ton Saud decided not, to 
Batticioic in the conference and tld Nats 2 ino uneeriai ttn Finally 

meter, Ine agreed to send a delegate after the assembled Arah delegates had 


appealed to ham Ta.a joint telegram, Anxious not to commit himself, ho 
Tn Sta instructed his representative Sheikh, Yusuf Yasin to act as a 
only, thereby reserving bis agreement, to any resolutions, until 
adied them carefully 
[1396 
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6. Ibn Sand considered the Alexandria Protocol went too far and objected 
to anything which might conflict with the religions ‘principles on which his 
kingdom was founded. On His Majesty's Gov vice, however, he 
showed himself more accommodating, although ma his reser 
te religious principles. In this mood he discusssd the quest 
Abdur Rahman Azzam Bey, the Egyptian special envoy who canhe to pera 
him to accept the protocol, and at the end of the year there chance 
that he would do 80. Later he agreed to allow his delegate t protocol 
with certain reservations. 
7. As regards the establishment of Arab propaganda ollices in Washi 

and London thi Saud agreed in principle but here again was opposed to any 
precipitate action. He advorated that representatives of each Arsh 
be sent to Loudon and Washington bearing lcttere setting out the A 
to His Majesty King George VI, President Roosevelt and Mr. ( 
in case these representatives advocated the establishment of prop 
Would hie agree to it. His reluctance to agree to the establishinant of these allies 
is probably due to the embarrassment he feels in not being able to cantribate 
towards their expenses on a scale commensurate with his predominant position 

nd Moslem world 

‘aud continued to pay the closest attention during the year to the 
Palesting question which in-his-own ‘words he descrited as "the King-pia of 
Arab unity."" Though he himself admitted that as » 
‘old not fut oppose Zionist ambitians in Palestine he re hin feel 
to prevail over his conviction that it was not in the interests af the Arabs 
raine this question during the war. .Oue of tho maith reas 
o participate in the Alexandria Conference wa: 
the various Arab leaders that. the Palestine 
cute form, “Quietly and without fies Tb S 
Syria, the Lebason and the Yemen to 
and avoid precipitating a crisis. ‘The N 
cratic and Republi 


ders af Exypt, 
way over Pi ; 
owed by the 
arty reeolution 
nition. To 
F sjeatj' = Government 
igitded by them in future diacussinve ou 


wee Arab, 
wast in aovordanicy. with Mls Majmty 

's withes the King at the end of the year asked His 
to tentate thelr views and agreed to by 
Arab unity, 

9, In Syria and tho Lebanon Thn Sand dil hie best to pour oil on troubled 
waters unginiy thelr lenders not to take any action prey 
and her Allies while the war continued. Turly In the year hy 
of visits from Jamil Mardar and Riy 
View, He wit, ay tual, in 
exercises considerable 
invitation to the 
Shukri appealed to bim to support his protest iugainst the 
a treaty with France Tha Sati replied that he hind himalt Dacauee of 
hia intransigent attitude towards the French. He advised: Shukst. to tolleg 
His Majesty's Goverument’s advice and warned him tot to einhtrrhes thew ty 
Syria. Althoogh concerned over the question of a treaty with France Thm Saud 
was Toaasured when His Majesty's Government declared ‘that their" policy 
regarding Syria remained. unchanged) 

10. "The Tman Yebya, whom the King describes wx 
with the world, came increasingly ander hie influc 
himself to be guided by the Ring's wise counsel y seeming 
remote issues a8 Arab unity but also over matters diveetly aihectiny the Teme se 
for instance, the Haudh al Ma dispute. As regards the former, the Iman a Tt 
Saud’s advice, sent n delegate to the Alexandria Confercnes with the: tele oe 
an “observer.” Over the dispute with the Govertiment of Aden he necegted 
the King’s strong hint to climb down and evacuated Haudh al Ma 


the opp 
nino this point of 
uwatli on whom th 
od when Shai ’ 
ico anal trig 


Tusion of 


Relations with Forvign Powers 


11. Kinig Ibn Sand continued to remain His Majesty's Goveenment'® fi 
friend ‘and consulted them, us always iu the past om all major matone aie 
the external and internal affairs of his kingdom. “His trast in them remained 
unshaken, althongh anxiety about the {ature darkens the horizon” With uke 
Aniericans he kept his relations on a friendly but tot too intimate basis and one 
aturally welcoming their increased assistance to his toantry 


nade it clear to 
his sons and officials and to the Americans themselves that he recarded’ Hig 


9 


do Tin Sane 
Mahe Sorte ftom tn snow of Zn titi 
ir activities in the Middle East er hand, he is pa 
Boe re ag ie Kang who sauces fd 
France, were sincerely welcomed by the King. who, as gut sianuthe 
SH ene wh epee ceria (2 
Preferred to postpove te meeting antil after the pilgrimiage, ie. toward 
marae. ub the beginning 
wt tn te fe mms soc gh Goreraent 
pest ele ea re agin Sa sl 
Pt pointe minor enn: gn id 
dest and wey during oe pa Te ara int at Aca Sag 
Mh 1 Fre Piro sme 100 ine 
the Haj) in 1944 compared cdlen 0 
arta yoerbl 
tote 


relations with cat E 

ate-General_ in Damancun was raised 
aa staivg hal ye been paint: to Saul 
Ted of tbe Syrian pilgeimage delegation 

discret hime ax temporary representative of his overly ae, 

(erst arabia: did hot ebject. A‘ rogards the Laban the King. cary i, the 
Me Huseain al Uwaini, hin trade dgent in Beirut and a 
= ier 10 Ube Lebanon, buton His Majesty's 


go ently. provoked: a 
Hera fort the Shh 
matter ajppeared 


Tice bcos 
thm hey wee cash gtr in, opie dina he 
Ino prove a ation wh Bn A aa te pe 
‘imme and a strong desire to place themselves\under the rule 


9 King. maintained 
Te With tho Amir Abdullah) of ‘Transjordan tho’ King. ‘maint 


‘outwardly correct and friendly relations and nace Nee oe werious frontier 
Gisputes: The Amir, however, todalged in some gratuitous criticism of the wip 
The ‘Sand allowed American companies to operate me w’ 
A eed aie Ame ep vefting Wai 
tolisten to false rumours, The King also had cause to comp 
to His Majesty's Government ofS tpaible invasion of Saudi Atubia hy his 
Teported to have made regaedi 
fore a 

“Te. On Hie Majesty's ( 
Provisional French (Govern 


wnt's advice the King agreed to reengnise the 
arkey were normal 


TE he gist wa sale 

ection, 

eee enn station | The Niajeay «Covers wold hf 

Bnei ee Fa 
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Of economy would sweep over Great Britain and, indeed, over the-rehole of the 
United Nations, for His Majesty's Government to justify a sutsidy om anything 
like the scale of that accorded in 1943. The Sandi Government were, therefare, 
advised to take measures for the reorganisation of their finances and ecouumy in 
order to avoid any crisis likely to arise froma drastic reduction of, indeed, a 
cessation of subsidies in the immediate post-war period which mizht threaten the 
internal stability of the country. ‘They were told that this could best be done by 
reducing their expenditure and increasing their revenue by the larger sale of 
goods and the sale of foreign exchange to merchants. ‘They were reminded, too, 
that Hix Majesty's Government had only granted the subsidy to olfeet. falling 
pilgrimage revenues, whi now accruing to the Saudi Government on 
something approaching the pre-war seale, thanks to the facilities which His 
Majesty's Government had created for pilgrims to visit the Holy Land. 
2h The King asked His Majesty's Minister to discuss the whole matter 
with him at Riyadh. His Majesty admitted the need for financial reform and 
showed his desire for improvement by dismissing Nejib Salba, his Druze Director 
of Minesiand Public Works, who bad long exploited his position to line his own 
pockets. Hereplaced him by Izzet Din Shawa, a refugee Palestinian who enjoyed 
the King’s confidence and has proved honest and reliable, The King also asked 
for « British Moslem financial adviser. At the same time, however, and while 
admitting the need for reform, the King poi at this was a 
icy and could only be effected gradually, especially in a country like Saudi 
He stressed the present penury of his realin and the need for immediate 
assistance, particularly aa the last pilgrimage dues which had beon paid abroad 
‘had not yee accrued to the Government. 
22 "At the end of March His Majesty's Gover 
Progtamme of assistance to the King. Its main points were & free ift of 
200,000 sovereigns and the cancellation of the Saudi rernment’s debt of 
20 million riyals to the United Kingdom Commercial Corporati nat the 
rovonne derived from the pilgrimage tariff items. While accepting it in principle 
Tho Sand prosed for the payment to the pilgrimage dies, 
whieh, ander the baneful influence of his advis fn of Mr, Landis, 
had now becotne a. very sore point with hin ntime a useful bargaining 
counter had turned up in the ahape of a generous America, which offered to make 
up any reduction which His Majesty's Government were for reason obliged 
to make in their assintance to the Saudi Arabian Government. A group of the 
King’s advisers and officials, notably Sheikh Yusuf Yasin and Sheikh Abdullab 
Suleiman, realised thit thin was the enay and profitable way out and played on 
the King’s natural anxiety for bis country in order to got the best Weal. Abdullah 
Suleiman, in particular, was opposed to any reform which would weaken the 
ition of Minister of Finance, which he had muovowafully id most profitably 
old snice 1982. He and many others feared. the py 
Arabia, and their attitude, thongh entirely censurable, 
shared by the majority of their fellows in Gs positions 
country, though not by the commervial community or the population al. 
23. Tho King’s attitude towards His Majesty's Government's oller subse. 
quently stiffened and it was clear that he felt that he could not manage with the 
help they wore giling to give him. At this stage the Americaua stepped in, 
od yea the ri proposals, were discussed with Mr. Landis and other 
American Middle East Supply Centre rp resentatives they criticised them as 
‘too drastic and argued that if the financial and economic stability of the qountre 
were to be maintained on a reasonable basis greater asisiance was ueeded. 
‘Owing to the wide vergence of views the matter. was re to for 
discussion between the British and American Middle East Sup ‘entre 
ington and London, Fy May to late July the 
ntic, it was obvious that if 
the principles of friendly collaboration. in Saudi Arabia, as in the whole of the 
Middle East, which had been agreed upon as a result of the visit of Wallace 
Murray to London, were to mean anything. clory agreement regarding 
joint Anglo-American assistance to King [bn Sand was essential, ally, the 
Sate Deparment and the Forign Office agreed that he wily to Saodi Arabia 
‘should be a joint one shared equally between the United States and His Majesty's 
Government and that any approach to the Sandi Government on finance sod 
supply matters should in future be made jointly. Acoordinly a joint supply 
programme for 1944 was communicated to the King at Riyadh at the beginuing 
of August. Briefly it consisted of an overall supply programme comprising 
‘applies allocated to Arabia uidér the Middle East Sapply Centre 
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jramme, supplied through commercial channels and paid for by importing 
Betas. and a supply. programme of essential commoities supplied by Hix 
Majesty's Government and the United States in the form of a subsidy. In 

fition, His Majesty's Government undertook to provide £10,000. month to 

‘over the cost of Sandi missions abroad and the United States to provide 

10 million riyals on credit Lend-Lease. At first the King asked for still further 

help, but after some of his requests had been met, gratefully accepted the 

Tt should be noted here that His Majesty's Government s contr: 

Joint programme was additional to. th “€450,000 paid 

‘them to the Sandi Government as subsidy at the beginning of the year, the 

gift of 200,000 sovereigns, and the payment of the halance of the Saudi Govern 

‘Ment’s debt to the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation after the deduction 
ff the 1943 pilgrimage tarift revenue. 

34. Anglo-American discussions regarding the 1945 joint subsidy had not 
yet begun at the end of the year as the State Departanent had not yet reached 
’ decision on the matter. ¥ 

‘25, The question of the financial adviser whom the King had asked for 
‘was finally dropped owing to the desire of the United States to create an Anglo- 
‘American economic mission under United States leadership, as they claimed that 
the United States commercial interests in Sandi Arabia were [ems ‘than those 
of the United Kingdom. This contention was refuted by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment 
26. Towards the end of the year it became apparent that the King had 
indeed begun to realise the necessity for reorganisation and reform of the 
floances and administration of the country and there were aigns of this which 
Augur well for the futare. (See below, paragraphs 36 and 39,) 

27. An agreement was signed in October between the Saudi Government 
‘fand Messrs Gellatly, Hankey and Company, undor which the latter geanted the 
Government a loan of £100,000 against the security of the 1944 pilgrimage 
revenues, The purpose of this loan was to provide the Government with funds 
which, owing t0 the collection of the pilgrimage dues abroad, were not 
diately available to them. 


Activities of the United Stater, 

98. Much greater activity in Saudi affairs wns displayed by the A 
during 1944 than in previous years. The staff of their Lewation wax 
increased, and the former Minister Resident replaced by a full Minis 
William A. Eddy, a member of the Office of Strategic Sorvices, with long experi 
‘nce of the Middle East and a good knowledge of Arabic. In finance and supplies 
the United States became an equal partner with His Majes 
described above. In addition to the assistance granted to the Saudi C 
funder the subsidy, which included ten million lend-lease rivals, wome thros 
dollars were advanced by the Arabian American Oil Company” (formerly the 
California Arabian Standard Oil Company). The United States Government 
also advanced to the Saudi Government, under Lend-Lease, a further sum of 
10 million riyals to meet the riyal requirements of the Oil Company, the Mining 
Company, and the United States Legation in Jedda, ‘The dollar proceeda:of 
thee ealgs to the companies and the Legation were credited to a Sendi acseual 
in Washington, 60 per cent. being retained to pay for the silver content and the 
‘minting of the riyals and the balance placed at the free disposal of the Saudi 
Government, with permission to purchase gold if required. ‘The National City 
Bank of New York also began negotiating with the Government for the establis 
ment of branches in Dhahran and Jedda. In all this the Americans’ desire 
naturally enough, was to play mother bountiful to, the Saudis in order to 
mrengthen their position in the country. Notable among increasing American 
Activities were :— 

Oil—The construction of a refinery at Dhahran with capacity of 
50,000 barrels day and a pipeline between Ras Tanura and Bahrain. In 
Addition there was the proposal to lay a. pipeline across Arabia to. the 
Mediterranean. 

Aviation —The United States Goverament early in the year asked the King 
for permission to construct airfields at Riyadh, Jedda and Dhahran to facilitate 
their ferrying service to the Far East, but he refused, ‘The question-of the 
Dhahran airfield was again raised later. hut the Americans do not for the 
moment appear to be pressing it. A request to establish an air-trai 
in the Hejaz to train Sandi pilots was also refused by. the King 
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Military Training and Arms—A. joint Anglo-American gift of arms:and 
equipment. was made to the Saudi Goverument, the United States supplyi 
mainly rifles, automatic weapons and trausport. American insistence: on eq 
participation with the British in training and equipping the'Saudi army: led 
to the establishment in Taif of a American and British military training team 
The idea of British Moslem military mission’ which the King ‘had requested 
carlier in the year was dropped. ‘The Americans. also: offered to, train Saudi 
persounel in Egypt. 

Agrieulture—An American wission of eight experts. was accepted. by 
Tin Sand in order to assist the development of agricultural pursuite in-Sau 
Arubia. The first members of the mission arrived at the end of December 

Roude—The Americans made an aerial sarvey of the country during the 
year ostensibly to facilitate the alignment.of the proposed north-south. and 
east-west highways, which they had offered-to construct, but in reality to: gain 
greater knowledge of the physical featores of the country and to assist the 
oil company to ascertain the probable oil-bearing areas in Saudi-Arabia. A 
round party ulso operated for « short period from Taif 

lese-—A reqqnent by the Arabian-Amierican Oil Company to establish a 

wireless station at Dhahran for direct communication with America was referred 
hy the Kin; x at thovend of the year was under 
discussion between Washington 

Conulater—On Hin Majesty's G 's advieo the King agreed to:the 
appointiicnt at Dhabran of an American const to look after the-affairs:of the 
increasing aumber of oil company's employees 

BducationomThe Au rea) facilities for a number of Saudi students 
to atndy at the American University, Beirut 

Propaganda. Towards the ond of the year there was a considerable increase 
in the distribution of material reovived froin the Office of War Information and 
tan Arabic-speaking attaché of the Legation wax put in charge of the-work 


Pilgrimage. 
29. ‘The number of pilgrims arriving in the Hojux wax whout 42,000) ax 
Jaat year, abd included fof Uke Brit tine atnce 1041 a token pilgritaage of some 


4,000 pilgrims Crom India, No xpecial financial afrangements were made by 
Hie Majesty's Goverumont. as in 1043, 0 assist the Saudi Government, and the 
latter fixed their own tariff rate abroad, whieh were conatderably higher than 
for 1041, Ax a result there was considerable criticiam of the Government a 
only some 10,000 Egyptian pilgrime arrived, as compared with over 16000 in 
1043. Cienerally apeuking, however, the pilurimaye wax a aticcesa and there were 
io hitches in transport and supply matters. Shipping arrangements wero as 
inst yoar co-ordinated in Cairo by the office of the coopers 
tion’ with His Majesty's roproientativen in the vari concerned 
Thore wax the usual cose collaboration between His Majesty's Lagation aud 
tho Sandi Government on all pilgr matters. Aw Inat year, thes combined 
ff fed a large part in ensuring the xmooth working of the pilgrimage. 
30 ‘Ring’ thn Saud did ot come on he pilgrimage, but wae represaated 
instead by the Amir Faisal, who made no spocch at the annual banquet for 
ilgrims at Mocca 
pe GL, There were no incidents during the, pilgrimage. Ax already stated, 
the Povaian Government retived to allow their pilgrims to do the Haj Six 
Soviet Moslem pi the Central Asian Republics arrived in. the Hejaa, 
the firat Lo come fron the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics since 1927, 


Middle Kast Supply Centre. 

821944 saw a rapid expan id control of tie 
Middle East Supply Centre in Saudi Ara icession to the Americans, 
‘an American head of the cetitre was appointed early in the year. An Anglo 
‘American Saudi Co-ordinating Committee was set up to deal ‘with the demands 
Of local merchants and regulate imports throogh merchant channels. The 
Middle East Supply Centre became the machinery for the supply to Saudi Arabia 
Of all commodities included in the Anglo-American subsidised supply, prograsnine 
‘As such it ensured the arrival before the end of the year of most of the essential 
commaditien such as cereals, tea, sugar, vehicles and! spare parts included im the 
Jeinc programme. ‘The shipment of cotton piece-goods was unfortunately delayed 
Airing to technical difficulties with the Government of India and of the 1,000 tons 

rogeamined from that country and some 430 tons under Lenel-Lease. from 

Pirtitd States of America only some 30 tons had arrived by the end of the year. 
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Royal Family. 

‘$4 King Thn Sand's health took yet another year, a year full of new 
developments and activities, in its stride without visible effort. He continued 
to show himself as able and energetic as ever in the conduct of the multitudinous 
aflairs of his Kingdom, There were no tribal troubles, and public. security 
Femaited excellent. In May the Commander-in-chief, Middle East, General 
Sir Bernard Paget, visited the King at his bunting camp north of Riyadh, 
together with His Majesty's Minister. At the end of December: the King came 
down to Mecca to prepare for the meeting with King Farouk. ‘The Amir Saud 
has been appointed Commander-in-chief of the Saudi army and the Auir Mansur 
Minister of Defence. The latter accompanied His Majesty's Minister on a visit 
to Khartoum to inspect facilities for training Saudi army personnel (see 
paragraph 34). 


Mircellancows. 


large British locust mission which began operating in 

1043 completed a snecenfal 9 i une. Ho 
‘A second campaign was under way at the end of the year, but on a reduced scale 
Owing to lack of transport... The Saudi Government arg becotsing nore locust. 
minded and are co-operating with the mmission by furnishing regular Jocust and 
‘ainfall report, 

36, “d yriultsire—fiereasing. attention. was. paid suring. tho! year b 
Middle East Supply Centre to the question of agricultural developioant in 
‘Arabia, The Saudi Government were represented at. the Middle 
tural Conferences in Cairo and elsewhere, and a Middle Rant. Supply 
mincion visited Saudi Arabia in March Lo study the possibilities of 
‘Al Khar}, the Governinent agricultural oqntre near Riyadh, A report wax d 
up with recommendations and submitted to the King later in the 
result, the administration of AI Khar}, which has long beet an expe 
elephant, was cleaned up and efforts are uow being made to place 1t-on a sound 
economic basis, 

37. Education—Evidence of Thin Sand’s appreciation of the need fora 
wider education of the youth of his country was shown by his agreement to the 
proposed appointanent of a number of British Moslem teachers in Saudi. schools 
fo tench English and to the education of selected Saudi xtudenta-at, Victoria 
College and in the Sudan. Unfortunately. Victoria College was at the last 
imoment anable to accept them, but arrangemente were sutmaquently made for 
the sons of Sheikh Yusuf Ye and a Jedda merchant to enter the college. 
Books and sports equipment were presented Lo the Saudi Education Departament 
during the year by the British Council 

‘Roads—A small party of Royal Engineers operated for some months 
in the Haz insructing Satu road gangs in the work af epaiting mame of th 
Worse stretches of the Jedda-Biyadh highway 

‘30. Trunsport—The new Director of Mines and Public Works, Tzzot Din 
Shawa, who is also Director of Transport, began on a large-scale reotganisation 
of the Government garage at Jedda, Corrupt officials were dismissed. nud a. 
number of Egyptian technical experts appointed. As a result it ia hoped that 
the transport situation will improve. 

40. Wireless—A number of Saudi operators were trained by the. Eastern 
Telegraph Company in Port Sudan and ss Wore seat to Cairo for special traning 
ty the British Overseas Airways Corporation with a view lo operating I 
wireless telegraphy station which wan erected in Jedda at the end of t 
for communication with aircraft, 

41. Meteorological —A selected Saudi operator was trained in, Iraq. by 
the Royal Air Force. "King Thn Sand also agreed to operate at Saudi expense 
certain meteorological stations which had been established in, Saudi Arabia as 
‘2 resalt of the visit of a Royal Air Force meteorological party in 1043, 

42 Commercial —The Basra manager of the Eastern Bank visited Jedda 
to discuss with the Saudi Government the opening of branches at Jedda and 
AAI Khobar. Te was decided. however, to postpone detnite proposals and await 
the outcome of negotiations between the National City Bank of New York and the 
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Saudi Government (see. paragraph 28). Reference paragraph 95 of: report: for 
1048, ‘The Netherlands’ Trading Society continued ies openiens dees oe 
Har. dt te thought that the necessary gold is insported from Fzypt through the 
Netherlands Legation, 

48. Concesrions.—Lieutenant-Colonel de Gaury visited Saudi Arabia at 
the end of the year oul behalf of « British company in order to negotiate with 
the Saudi Government for the grant of a concession to exploit miberals over 
than oil, The Government agreed to grant him a preferential peation. fee 
‘one year provided his terms were not less favourable thin any others offered 
to the Government during that period 





(B 1480/200/25) No. 17. 
Earl of Halifax to Mr, Eden —(Received 4th March 
(No. 1415, df - kha’ 


(Telegraphic,) Washington, 3rd March, 1946. 
HY telegram No. 1347, 
State Department infor that Saudi Arabia was formally 
admitted 8.4 United Nation as from the Ist March, 
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Mr. Gratftey Smith to Mr. Kden—(Receieeid Wh March 
(Wo. 42) % f . 
Sir, Yedda, 23rd Febrwiiry, 1946. 
J HAVE the houour to confirm my iélegram No, 10 of today's date in 

Kia abet. the presentation of my letters of credence to Mix Majesty 
King Abdul Avie ibu Abdurtahinian Al Sand on the 220d Febuary. Afr, dosing, 
who had travelled with me from Cairo on the 20th February, remade in clerics 
charge of this logation until yesterday's cereiony 

Tr is uonoual for the hind of » diplomatic missidin to remain at his post 
until his succewor arrives to replace i the circumstances imponed by your 
instructions in this sete to Me- Jordan, and by King th Saud's relarn te Tenn, 
from ie visit to Egypt, did not permit procedure in accordance with aay strict 
Precedent of protocol: 1. was willing to await Mr. Jordan's departure before 
rising with the Saudi Minintry tor Foreign Affairs the question of the presente, 
i ‘given to understand that His Majesty 

h to present therm to himself during his 
requested Shaikh Hafez Wabha, his 
in attendance on Kin 


phot 

ores tribe by. which he 

welvemonth, ” Thither T 

proceeded yesterilay afternoon in His Majesty's private cat, acciapanied by 

the Commanider of the Royal Bodyguard aud by all svewilets of ihe legation ste 
authorised f0 Weat uniform, My own uniform was borrow plaannge: te clo 

being fortunately no slimnier a figure than myself. 

4. Having inspected a guant of honour. which was lo make. frequent later 

Appearances at various unexpected points, T wis wekamed by Shatviy Hates 

fahba ‘and by Shaikh Hamad Sulaiman ud’ took the, first of many cups of 

coffee in & tent placed at our disposal. T was then tonducted with my aon oe 

Majesty's tent, outside which wo were greeted ly Tis Royal Highness te 

«Faisal. “His Majesty was alone. except for a distant group of attendants 

He reso to receive us and welcomed myself and my staf. whom't formally re, 

sented, and he remained standing while T presented Mr. Jordan's letters of reall 

and my own eredentials, and delivered a short sperch, the English text of witch 
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isenclosed herein.) I delivered this speech in Arabic, which appeared to please 
His Majesty, wh fisened with clowe attention and uttered grateful aud appre 
Giative noises at the end of each paragraph. 

3. In reply, he expressed sentiments of admiration and sincere friendship 
for His Majesty The King and for His Majesty's Government, and made m 
Warmly welcome to his dominions, offering the fullest measure of .co-operatio 
and assistance in my mission. We then sat down, and, after coffee and a furthe 
exchange of compliments, I withdrew. 

6. Mr. Jordan and I were received again a little later, and stayed talking 
With His Majesty, with Mr. Man as interpreter, for rather more than an hour 
We were by thea ‘in Arab clothes which are the accepted wear for Europeans 

ing His Majesty elsewhere than in Jedda, and at the banquet offered to us 
after sunset all of the Legation etaff present were picturesquely enrobed. — T took 
my leave shortly after this meal and we returned to Jedda, accompanied by the 
Commander of the Royal Bodyguard, in time to celebrate George Washington's 
birthday at the American Legation, 

7. “Thad requested Shaikh Hafer Wahta. when we met earlier in the day 
to renew previous representations to His Majesty with a view to restraining 
his somewhat embarrassing tendency to shower presents on official visitors on 
such occasions, and 1 am glad to report that no gifts were made. It is, however, 

le that His Majeaty's intentions in. this alter as regards myo ary wo 

effective later, when the Minister Resident in the Middle East pays hin 
iy King Ibn S% ted me to journey to Riyadh as bis guest 
tobe there during Sir Edward Grigg's visit 

& I cannot close this despatch without recording the extremely happy 
impression made upon me by this initial contact with King Thn Saud, Tt in 
indeed difficult to resist « charm so cbyiously uncalculated., in which a salty intelli 
Bonce and great natural generosity of mind combine with simple sincerity of 
speech and very great dignity of demeanour. His manner of utterance and use 
of the unfamiliar Nejdi dialect of Arabic unfortunately prevent me, and will 

ie to-prevent me for some time, from completely intimate conversation with 
iT feel that oar relations will always be marked, and made either easier 
or lees cary 8 cirsumstances dictate, by His Majesty's manifest sincerity and by 
hhis no less manifest conviction that his confidence in the righteousness of British 
Intentions is based of u correct reading of British character, Tho frequent 
reflection of this attitude of His Majesty in -his words and, indeed, inv hiw acts, 
may be designed to render more difficult any contrary or unsympathetic action 
‘on the part of His Majesty's Government, and the constant advertixement of 
King Thn Saud’s confidence in Britinh intentions may itself be intended ax an 
additional plew for their integrity.” ‘The fact resbavos that Hi, Majesty bas 
been our most consistent propagandist and supporter among’ the rulers of the 
Middle Fast, and will be judged by our nctions as well as by is awn. 
9. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Minister Resident in Cairo 
f Thave, &e. 
1. B, GRAFFTEY-SMITH. 


(9) Not printed. 
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CHAPTER Y.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
E 320/8/89 No. 19. 


Mr. Shone to Mr, Kilen—(Received 3th Jonuar 
(Wo. 147 TD 
Sir, Beirut, 23th December, V4 
WITH. referdnce’ to paragraph 9 of my despatch No, 146" of the 
26th December. T have the honour te transmit to you herewith, a record of 
Colonel Furlonge's conversation with the Syrian President on the 28rd December 
ate aaah sing copies of this despatch to the Minister sient at Cairo, 
is Majesty's Ambassadors at Paris, Cairo, Bagdad, His Majesty's Minists 
Ts Ui atu hin Wacelence the High; Conmiurie 0F Palestine’ = oe 
Thave, & 
‘TERENCE SHONE. 


FBictosire fit No! 29. 
Record of Conceraation with the Syrian: Presideat 


"THE Syrinn President having expremed 'a desire to sew me) T neranged to 
visit hin on the 2rd Decomber. He received me alone, ind explained that he 
dw talk to tne trecly and Informally x fete bo. coal doin ¥iew of 
c Hout the aitnatjon hetween the Syrians and the Prench, 

‘The following is a févun6 of the ensuing conversation \— 


2 Ho-naid he was much worried at the situation, ‘The French officials in 
this country were not like the Kreuch in France-oF elsewhere; they had a coloaial 
montality, and were incapable of had changed. here 
could n ax though they were the gi Me 
ft reault, tho Byrian Government-spent their time in repelling, Franch agressions, 
when, as he.was fully awam, they-ought to be. getting.on with the task of 
admininteation 
The immediate trouble waa. the stiff note whieh Co 
had sont into damil Bey Marten demanding, with veiled threats, that jress 
‘attacks on the French should cease, The particular article which seemed to have 
annoyed the French, Was one in an obsctire Damaacus review entitled 
Alamein,” rebuking the French for having made Professor Réné Cassin 
ating head of Stato in Cleneral-de Gaulle's abvence becatise he was a notorious 
pro-Zionint. "This, inhis view, was perfectly fair comment; in any case, Paris 
hewepapwrs like the Figaro hail moee than, once printed virulent attacks on the 
States Governments (aid, for that matter, on the British representative in this 
country). He had his Council of Ministers to meet him that night to 
connie the 9 He proposed that they should ask Colonel Oliva-Roget 
fo withdraw his note as being quite unacceptable: if he would not, they would 
reply to it fa the terme it deserved Snrmchay 

“4. Lanid that I know the French were exercised over the lack of a French 
military condor in Damascus, and reminded him that we bad ourselves told the 
Syrian Government that we thought the French had the right to have one. 
said he disagreed; 

Ninth Army, which hi 

British military censor and be could not 

have one too. 1 had no doubt seen, he said 

recommended the abolition of 

right of the Allies to impose purel wsorsbip; in these circumstances: 
it was quite impossible far his Government to allow the French to install a censor 
who would undoabtedly try to do political censorship. 

‘3. He wont on th give a series of examples, from all over Syria, of recent 
unwarranted or tactless actions by French officials, and concinded from all this 
that it was quite hopeless for his Government to try to make any agreement with 
tho local French. He reiterated the view that no general agreement was necessary. 
since the Catroux Agreement of the 22nd December, 1943, had in effect terminated 


im 


the mandate by providing-for the cession to the States of all the powers formerly 
held by the French 

© 98. T said 1 had revently re-read this agreement, which semed very vague 
in its terms and left unresolved in important questions, particularly 
Rilitary ones. The President agreed that the Troupes Spéciales question, which 
twas of the highest importance, was still outstanding. In the view of the Syrian 
Government, the Troupes Spéiales were part of the Intéréts Com 

should have been handed over. One of their nisin grievances against 

Was that a satisfactory agreement for the transfer had been reached in duly, the 
French had referred it to Algiers, and two month c en told that 
it could not be accepted except as part ofa treaty settlement. This questio 
the Troupes Spéciales, he repeated, was vital; the Syrians did not particularly 
want them, and would he quite glad to see thm disbanded: but they could not 
Mlow them to remain under the Freiich command. He understood that General 
Beynot and Count Ostromg were visiting Damascus on the 27th December, 
presumably to resume talks on this subject. 1 hie proposed to do if 


They did poe bring what he regarded as an acceptable offer. He said his Govern 
ment did not want (o start another 1925 revolution against the French, but 
What they could do was to announce that all the Syrian Troupes Spéciales, could 
fome over to them or resign, {ailing which they wowld loss. their Syrian 
Nationality. 


1 toe the amore (gevieral question of France's military rights, th 
 ofised to admit that they had any; bis Government would und 
Cirenmmstances give them the right to retain military bases. If they did 0a 
the Troupes Spicloles, they were determined to form their own ar 
in sucoesxion to Great Britain, the United States, the US.S.12,, Iraq, and at 
the they could think of for the necessary atmus and equipment 
8° ankod what he th id Happen if the Trench at nny time wanted 
to mend theie own troops here, f {enin.” He said that he considered 
the Allied [igh Comm should ke ay;, if, of course, the Allies too 
the view that Syrin was ati ti Sodt that the French could wend in 
Sr many troops as they Tikes iin was quite a different. roattor; but be vould. not 
Meat aur hts would happen. He nd beet airprised to Jean that the Britinh 
naval outhorities had allowed the Emile Bertin to come to Beirut alone, Had 
Fees yet iseitith ships s attendance this would have been taken as a routine 
ar ms hae ie feaned for the effect on Lebanese public opinion 
re getieral tyaty, question, Shur sald that public, opinion in 
Syila sea oalally Vedtul him. and hes Governments, vo. Deputy or other public 
mand up advocate @ treaty without being tert to. aan by the 
Population. The Feaon for this wae that the Syrians were perfectly, wall aware 
Miat wort of treaty the French woukd wish to. impose on them... him 
(having in mind paragraph 3 of Foreign Ofice despatch No: 208) if the Syrians 
Men kr asked the Trench what theit teria were. He said that the French 
had asked for five different conventions; the only ane acts produced waa the 
“ Convention Universitaire,” which he was sure I would agree was a monatro 
document, and there was no doubt that the others would be on the same ti 
With this mentality amongst the French officials, treaty discussions were a Waste 
of time 
To: 1 remarked that, whilét public opinion in Syria might be ax he had 
related, the situation was more difficult. i the Lebanon, of account of the 
reac pe the lange party headed by Emile Edd& He agrocd, but safd that the 
diate wore quite unrepresentative even of the Christians; the Greek Orthodox 
Tasaittiapie: dere solid with the Latapese Moslems in-ebjecting to future French 
domination of the Lebanon. In any case, the Maronites had better be careful; 
Syria had always claimed that the Lebanon should be united with her, or at the 
very least, that those provinces taken from Syria and added to the Lebanon in 
18 chouid be restored. So long as the Lehanese pursued a policy of independencs 
parallel with that of Syria the Syrians would never pat forward this claisay but 
Fate ion of the Lebanese started to demind Ereach protection, uho claim 
would be pressed. For the moment, not only were the Syrians doing nothing 
Tn embarrees the Lehanese Government, but they wert doing everything to help 
them; he instanced the recent Chtaura Economic Agreement, under which the 
Syrians had given the Lebanese concessions over the price. of wheat and the 
allocation of quotas, which the actual situation did not justify, 
1. At the end of the interview he again referred to hix ‘Government's 
determination to obtain a satisfactory solution of the Troupes Spéciales question 
by any means in their power short of the use of actual forve, If/and when they 
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obtained it, they would be satisfied, 
sidered that, in that event. the 
in Syria. and would have 
the: British, troops. went 
Than tks: Kua eave me the inprension of deep sincerity im all be ead 
n him so bitter, nor yet so resolute. He was obviously anxi 
bot his anxiety seemed to come more from the knowledge of & long ant fond 


struggle ahead than from any self-questio 
ERRtle ahead than from any self-qvestioningy as to the position which he had 


He made it clear, however, that be con: 
‘rench would have lost ali right to military bases 
to withdraw their troops at the end of the war when 
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‘elegraphio,) Foreign Office, wth J 
YOUR despateh No, 2nd Deceinbers Fi etions ene 
ra tba teh No, 827 fof the 2nd December: French relations with the 
lanit again for an immediate " 
het Tate nse vans Ph el 
ee 


Marte tv March 
the gendarmores 
‘ti 
to the propon 
rominded {ise 
Beene take an Sarly cppornany to wart u. Bidawlt Orally that 
vequiivace in any policy of force or intimidation by the Frend 
pes Levant States. The Preue h are admittedly likely to PS Rie] 
co => it bad ering the next few months, bot there must he no 
mpl to impo a sultion, an this west trois connegu iy 
in the Levant States bat in far wid eae Se saree, 





(E 362/14/80) No. 21, 


Mr, Dull Cooper to Mr. Kilen—(Receieed th January.) 


(No. 73) 
(elographic.) 

FOUR solegram No. 43 
sam the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 1iith Janun 

Bim a oto (ogy: by bag) conveying the sustance of your telegram 

a Enguel had already handed practically the whole of the civil administra 

tion tothe Jocal governments and had received nothing in return, not even food 

icalt 

ted 


Paris, With January, 1948, 


ie fer ete er ig" Hohl a 

st ae fe al arms ae hy we 
eel . on refused’ to give any such 
luton choc preens tae posi aaa int Heth ot Age Princ 
4 dai more than anybody, and forthe conlation of an "Anglo-French alliance 
gid exist, but which in his opinion should at an early date be 
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8. He revealed to me in confidence that his own. views were much more 
‘accommodating than those of his goverument, and he gave me clearly to undet- 
Stand that by his government he meant Geueral de Gaulle..'The latter, bo si, 
‘was inclined to take the view that relations between France and the States were 
Rot the concern of Great Britain, and when it was suggested to him that special 
troops should be handed to the native gover lhe was inclined to reply with 
the demand that the British Army of Occupa ld be withdrawn and should 
ease to build barracks which had a definitely permanent rather than a temporary 
nature. 

4, I reminded the Minister for Foreign Affairs that we bad given a 
guarantee to the States that their independence should be recognised. Therefore 
it would not be held that we were not concerned. He replied that France had 
Quite definitely recognised their independence as was proved by the fact that 

th Syria and the Lebanon had now their representatives in Paris who were 
fren fall diplomatic ives and treated am representatives of other Indep 
lent countries 

&. The Minister for Foreign Afairs said that he himself would like to 
s¢e the question of the Levant fori part of a general Anglo-French understanding. 
‘on the lines of what took place in 14%, and he thought the sooner such an under 
standing was concluded the better. At the same time, he warned me that he 
could not be sure that this view would recommend itself to his government 

I then warned him that lack of any reply to our various communications 
‘on this subject was producing an unfavourable impression, and that T wns afra 
the situation was not improving. He said he did not think the situation w 
Retting any worse and that in the Lovant itself he felt the present extremist 
Rovernments which were not permanent might quite possibly be replaced by more 
Tioderate ones. He excused himself for the delay which had occurred in replying 
to our notes, but said that no reply was better than a reply which might be totally 
‘unaatinfactory. 

Please repeat to Beirut as my telegram No. 3 and to Resident Minister, Cairo, 
‘a my telegram No. 1 





[E 35/52/89) Ne? 


Mr, Shone to Mr, Biden-(Reeeieed 19th January, 1045) 
No. 146) 
i, Beirut, 26th December, 1944 

AS I had the bonour to report in my telegram No, 812 of the lat December 
Tarrived on that day at Beirut and took change of His Majesty's Legation, 

2. Aw weathor conditions in Cairo were very uncertain, it was clearly 
essential to leave on the 21st December, despite the arrangements made for my 
farewell andicuce of King in order to ensure that the presentation of 
my Letters of Credence to the Lebanove and Syria i take place, 

Jing to plan, on the 22nd and 2rd Dev Hin Majesty 
Was 1 good as to send one of hi °h Embassy to bid 
me farewell, in place of the atidicnce Teave Cairo and 
reach Beirut on the afterncon of the 21st December dance with your 
disposal for the 

journey 

‘A. I was met at the Beirut airport—in a downpour of rain—by the General 
Officer Cotnmanding Ninth Army and a guard of ho ‘Also present at the 
Airport were representatives of the Lebanese authorities and xenior officors of 
His Majesty's navy, army and air force 

4. On the 230d December T called on the Lebanese Minister for Foreign 
Affairs before luncheon and I presented my Letters of Credence and my pre- 
docessor's Letters of Recall to the President of the Lebanese Republic at 4 pm. 
‘The Staff of His Majesty's Legation accompanied me to the ceremony 
was lese formal than usual as his Excellency had recently fallen and broken 
arm. ‘The Chef du Protocole remarked to me that the fact that the President 
had this fall almost immediately after the departure of Major-General Sir 
E. Spears from Beirut had been the subject of unkind comment in quarters ill 
a to the Government! His Excellency received me with great courtesy 
and amiability. 

5. Onthe evening of the same day T and the staff of His Majesty's Legation 
went to Damascus. The Syrian Minister for Foreign Aflairs entertained me and 
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urn to Beirut as soon as possible. 
Jamil Mardam Bey returned my call and I then left Damascus again for Beirut 
6. There is no doubt that despite the announcement that the change of 
Ministor here betokewed no chanige of policy on the part of His Majesty's Gevern. 
ment, great ansety on this core has persined bot inthe Lebanon a in Syria 
Tt was impressed upon me here. withleven more 
salemont in my speeches to the Pre 
no change of dence and that. a specific 
refere zu been given with regard to the independence 
of both States was essential to the establishment of good relations: with thert 
Government at the outst of miy mission, ‘This I conceive to be my primary dty 
and T trust that the speeches, of which I enclose copies (together with the replies 
of the two Presidents) will have your approval 
7. T was 10 less desirous of establishing as soon ‘as possible relations of 
friendship and confidence with the Freach Delogate-Ceneedl, but necoeding. to 
local protocol it ix not usual, in view of bis anomalous status, to call offtally 
on him until a visit has been paid to the senior: diplomatic. represent 
acotedited to the two repuhtics (at present the Iraqi Minister), Tt wes ecmseeanted 
tome atrongly that any departure from this procedure would hei reeset the 
Jocal governments and by my diplomatic colleagues notably: the United States 
Miniter ple of the ticklish little problems which arise 
¢ in the present nit in view of the possible delay in making further 
ficial calls during the Christmas holiday, I suggested to Lieuten ‘General 
Sir G. Holmes the possibility of arranging an informal luncheon party at keh 
T could moet General Beynet, but the fatter regretted that he was fully enamel 
during the next few days. Tn the end T was able to make my call on the teaqh 
Ministero Chrintmas Day atid on General Beynet this morning. 1 have report 
thareot in my telegratna Nou $17 and S18 of today 
Frou the Bret reports 
that my prompt presentation of 
And depression of the Lebanese and 
length the interviews whic 
tefore presenting. my let 
mination of if Governtr treaty will whieh would 
give the latter a porition of predominance or privilege. Jamil’ Bey 3 
treated mo ta long discourse oh the history of Pranco Syrian treaty nogetnein 
‘and took the tine that it wont only be possible now for Syria to muchos amen 
ments with France as between one independent country and an ther ‘ares: 
Bey el-Khoury spoke in m similar strait 
8. ‘The Syrian President asked Colonel Furlonge to remain in Damascus 
until the following day in order to unburden himself on Syrian relations with the 
French, Colonel Burlonge's account of the conversation 
of a separate despatch, 
10, T have reporied in my telegram Number 816 of the 25th December on 
the stiff note which hax just been presented to: the Syrian Goremmare tee 
French delegate at Damascux, Colonel Oliva-Roget, and. on the despatch oF 


twenty French tanks to the Syrian eapital. A close wateh is being kept on thie 
situation, 


republics that there was 


being sent under cover 


T have, & 


T. A. SHONE. 
Se ANE 


Speech by Hin Majesty's Minister to President of the Lebaneve Republic. 


TAM very sensible of the honour done me by my august Soverei 

secraiting me to be His Majesty's Minster tothe Latanse Nepablcn 
‘While T have hitherto had the pleasure of visiting your country nly once, 

bat in Ho official capacity, T have in the course of the last five years tor offesel 


ser ty of Hs apg’ Government in the Untied Kingda with rar 
{o the Lebanon has been clearly stated on many occasions. Tam glad to take the 
‘opportunity of confirming to your Excellency that there has Pa a ier 
Row, no change in that policy, which continues to be based on the am mastes 
Which have been given as regards the independence of the Lebanon. {shall be 
to cement with your Fxcellency the cordial relations of o ees aad 
The tain yh Grea Britain and er Allies are engage i ots ver 
and security depend upon the victory of the Unit ations to play their. part 
in contributing to that end, which is of pm muportance to the world 3 


Enclosure 2 in No. 


Hebaneee Prevents Repl ta its on the Bind December, 1046 


C'EST avec plaisir ce ‘accueille en votre personne le représentant de 
ine eal ceian pret vj un lng pr anew grad 
Eon ea ete aka dave ioqonls 
oir enya a cllence veil ie, fe ampli a pala 

Bert de Majed titan al cour ie Ti 


sur los gazantios 4 ipsa pea a 
mplite conve Une telle continuité est bien faito por 
mmntgale : mats entre ow deux pays au core 
de Ihewi is i rf, 
La collaborat ax pays on an fn 
Ble quo le Liban a vol ype dy Je doa de ete gure, aus ct 
dota ‘Grande Bretagne et des. Nattons Cates, Notre ferme és eat “de 
armaitre cet eflort cowioun, jusqu’h 14 vicwoire  complate. den Allis. o 
Porganisation dan ‘oeteaudeunt, ta sécurité et V'harsmonto entre les 
fatten. Jajoute que te Liban’ appréci & sa juste valeur Vaid qui iat a 
4éjA fournio pour In solution des divers problémes surgis pendant oes dernidres 
andes 0 fraceure votre Excellence, dans Vaccompliement de «8 hat 
de mon entier concours et de celui de mon Gouvernement, 


Speech by His Majesty's Minister to the President of the Syrian Republic 


AM profoundly aware of the honoar done me by my angust Sovereign in 
accreting ne to be His Majesty's Minister in Syrin att 
Tt is may hope that such experience as T have gained in the last five years, 
daring which I have served in a neighbouring country, may be of some help to me 
uring my term of office here. Although T have only’had the pleasure of seeing 
fF country once, and that only as a visitor to your ancient and beautiful city, 
wage followed. with the keenest aterest the cause of events in the 

Sr the Middle East among which Syria oeupses a historic and eminent 


's Gove! nited Kingdom with regard 
"The policy of His Majesty's Government in the United King 
to Syria ‘has been clearly stated on mai T am glad to take the 
opportunity of confirming to your Excellency that there bas been, and there i now, 
(31336) 52 
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no change in that policy, which continues to be based on Ube guarantees which have 

ards the independence of Syria. 1 look forward with pleasure 

lency those cordial relations of confidence and 

friendship which now so happily exist between our two countries and to the 
establishment of which my predecessor contributed so much. 

At presont the world is still in the throes of a devastating and disastrous 
war. ‘That the Allied nations will be victorious is now beyond doubt. But until 
Victory is ours and the independence and security of all free peoples is secnred 
it is in the interests of all these peoples to continne to play their part in the 
common effort. ‘ 

His Majesty's Government desire. not least in so far as the countries of the 
Middle East are concerned, so far as they ean, in the solution of 

understanding which 


Knclomre 4 in No, 22. 


Syrian President's Reply to His Majesty's Minister's Speech on Presentation of 
his Crntentiate on the 28rd December, 1044. 


IT in with ploamire that. at the moment you prowent to me the letter of 
erodence accrediting you as Hix Britannio Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary tear the Syrian Republic, 1 express to vou the great 
satisfaction I feel for this happy choice of a man like yourself with your long 
‘experience and wide knowledge of the affairs of the Middle East, in whieh, ax you 
said, Syria ocoupios & historte and eminent position, 

Tim alo glad to hear you confirms once more the xtatements which His 
Majesty's Government have declared on many occasious in regard to Syria and 
the guarantes of hor independence, Tan confident that the policy which inspired 
these statements will never suffer any change, for it has ite roots in that noble 
tradition of liberty which your great countey cherishes with such pride and holds 
to with such praiseworthy’ tonacity 

T haye no doubt that the relations hetween you and the Syrian Government 
will continue to be animated by the »pirit of sincerity. friendship and co-opera 
tion which existed during the term of your eminent predecosne, whom name Syria 
Will always remember with fondest recollection, Ax to me, you enn always count 
on my aanitance in Ue discharge of your missin in Syria. " 

certainly sharo you view that the present war will end i a great victory 
for the United Nations. All the free countries, whether participating in this 
‘war of in some other way affected yy it, must do the utmdst in their power to 
prompt tho common effort 90 that victory might be atiained in the shorteat tire, 
and to volve theie problema and overcome their dificulties in w spirit of mutual 
understanding based upon respect for the legitimate rights of nations and their 
‘cred ideals and aspirations 

Syria has participated to the full in that effort and is detorm old 
firm t0 those rights and id ate 





(B 403/8/80) No. 28. 


5 Mr, Shone to Mr, Bilen—(Recvieed \7th Jannary) 
Xo 2) 
(Telegraphic, Damascus, 8th Jonvary, 
(OLLOWING from Sir Edward Grigg, Mesos Rete ne 8 
Tt may be of use to you to have my impressions of the situation in the Levant 
States, where I have just spent some days and met leading personalities, ineladin 
both the President sd Prime Ministers. a ering 
2. As a result of my conversations I am deeply impressed by their quiet 
nari atl srry ih rece a, et 
Petition, “They are convinced (not without reason) that the position which 
ance desires to claim in Syria and Lebanon is inconsistent with independence 
achieved by other Arab States, and with the recognition already accorded them 
not only by ourselves but by the United States and Soviet Union, The American 
Minister here entirely [1 group omitted )s their views in this and 
tientioned to me a letter written by President Roosevelt to Syrian President, 
which reinforces American note of the 5th Ociober to French delegation 
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3. Every representative man to whom T have spoken has emphasised the 
Continued interference by French officials in matters now solely within competence 
of States Governments, and perpetuation of intrigues designed to undermine the 
authority of their Administrations, Evidence of this was reinforced by stories 
fold me by foreign representatives, who themselves complained of tactlessness and 
overbearing behaviour in matter of protocol. 

4. In Syria Iwas left in-no doubt regarding strength of feeling on th 
Pecttion of transfer of ‘Troupes Spéciales The tribal trouble there (about which 
fis Majesty's Minister is reporting separately) reinforces the urgent claim 

the Syrian Goverument to have gendarmerie adequately equipped with sulci 
Automatics and armoured vehicles, and for transfer to Mebariste com 

Which, in the view of Government and of 9th Army, should have been handed over 
with Contrile Bedouin 

5, In his telewram No, 47 His Majesty's Ambassador, Paris, postulated that 
it was impossible to compel French to adopt British methods in dealing with 
ative populations It is clear to me that, unless they change their methods and 
manners, we shall find ourselves alone with them and completely at variance not 
nly with Arab world but with our other principal Allies, In his conversation 
With we. the Syrian’ President reported a ‘conversation ‘which General Beynet 
had recently had with Sandi Arabian Minister at Angora, the sense of which was 
hat ho (the General) was sick of trying to work with present Governments and 
that, if they continued [group undecypherable: f anjustifiable} transfer of 

es, it would lead to war. Fuller details of this story are contained 


6 in to above telegram from His 
Majesty's Ambussador, Paris, it is surely unfair to cast up against Aral the 
Dart played by a clique in Traq, and omit to mention the treachery of French in 
Mowing German aeroplanes through Syria. ond, later, in resisting British 
forces went to restore the xituation in Lovant. ‘The memory of this page of history 
in very alive in Middle Kast, and it is accentuated by the fact that the great 
majority of French officers and officials are Vichistes, who donot attempt to 
disguise their dislike and suspicion of we Having made a new appointment 
here to conciliate French sentiment, wo are. I suggest, entitled to expect an equal 
consideration in the ‘of French personne 
T have mot € melf, who does not impress me greatly, 
of undesirable and 
officials, who habitually mislead Hote Government as regards real 
state of public opinion here, 
S An mee things gulf betwoon loes ts and French is at present 
w wide that all the tact and: persuasion in tho world is unlikely to bridge it 
Tadeed, it acetas impossible to gain confidence of ono party without forfe 
that of the other 
9%. Fis telegram already referred to it, was suggested that we should 
tell the States that continued recognition of their full independence by ux depos 
"upon them according to Brance special position to which we alone have xubscribed 
i we ourselves made it clear in Lyttelton-de exchanges that Fra 
special position must be “without prejudice endence of States 
has happened since 1941, incladin 
States Vy our two chief “Allies 
favour of France and will supplant us in friendship of States if the latter should 
have reason to fear a repetition of what happened after the last war. Syrian 
President and both Prime Ministers have made no sevret to-me of their anxieties 


Remedy lies in the hands of French Government and higher command, 
who must samehow be induced to appreciate strength of feeling against them, 
and to clear out in their own interests a number of present French official here, 
Shove and his staff will, I know, do all in their power loyally and competently 
to carry out instrnctions which they have Leen given, but they cannot achieve the 

ple Cannot the more enlightened of the French Ministers and higher 
‘officials be approached on these lines! believe it to be in their own vital 
interests to face facts as they really are, and to change their technique. Unless 
they do 0, our continned support of them will undermine friendliness with which 
not only local Governments but the whole Arab world regard us, and which it is 
surely one of our own major interests to preserve 
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([ 864/8/80) No. 26 


, Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden. —(Received 23rd January) 
io 18) 
(Telegraphic) De 5. 

: Jamas 2rd Janay, 1945 
veo hide Satan Pron asked mets hi pe yoterday een in de 
2 Beas wich complete frankness" about the present situation. He did 

2. He went over the history of Fi yrian relati 
waren ant mat at pl tra ae esc 
rocogtine any privileged position for. France. Poe 
reagniced by oan 
inde yu i : sould te without 

we would not seek to 


teen ree 
ie w treaty according to France 
retin ter, cupid with ihe rae Unery Come the had 
tod, were ‘than enough to show that French aspitations in 8) 

=i arena an ou "esh nea i Sr were 
to Groat Bitte sf frome’ treedthips tad. be Wiese neh Fee ee 
atrong and prosperous in Europe; but it wax not right that Syria, whow future 
was bound up with Arab countries, should be a cat's-paw in European polities, 
rth cain ebro’ had ped tea ee 
eee eae ‘that he had re d Ibn 


“we ‘Power on a basis of equality, [n any case he would not make a treats 
m a provisional cf ot in Franco. Before the war the French had 
alienated Syrian territory to Turkey and other neighbour ing Staton contrary to 
ult of an election might be in France, and Syria would not tie hor future to 
A whowe past behaviour had been so unsatisfactory and whose ow 
ture tendencies were s0 uncertain . apenty 
2 Speaking again of the Troupes Spéciales the Preside 
Charebill's re ka his last of hb in Parliamer aresean Seay 
itl oe nts baee cs ag a 
ulso to. Syria. He particularly wished me to report this to’ His Majesty = 
sesame the Tiree ihe hey Spéciales and the armament of the 
en rie, and be also emphasis that the Syrian Government and sh 
been patient for pime. pee ed 
oa “pao long ti ‘They could not wait indefinitely for satisfaction 
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[E 276/8/80) No. 25. 
Me. Duff Cooper to Mr. Eden—(Recrived 11th January.) 


(No. 47. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Paris, 11th January, 1045. 
TS Majesty's Ambassador, Cairo, telegram No. 2713 and your telegram 

No. 24 to Cairo, 

‘The doubts which His Majesty’s Ambassador, Cairo, expresses with regard to 
direction of British policy in the Middle Rast are deeply rooted in the minds of 
the French Government, where they create an even greater disqmietude, 

‘2 Arab union is 4 new fact in the political situation which has to be faced. 
Two European Powers are concerned, Great Britain and France. (I am unaware 
of what is intended with regard to the former Ttalian colonics) _ Ts it not possible 
for these twto Powers to agree upon a common Arab pol 

‘3 In Syria and Lebanon His Majesty's Government are committed to 
the grant of independence by France to the native populations. His Majesty's 
Government are also committed, to recognise France's, predominant position in 
thee territories. Native Government while urging that the former should be 
implemented without delay refuses to agree to the latter. Might it not be firmly 
Explained to them that one depends on the other? 

1 There ie no reason whiy we should do so until we have reached complete 
agreement with the Freuch on this and all other outstanding questions... Tt most, 
However, be borne in mind that. after the war France may well be. in a more 
ellicose mood than any other of the belligerente... She was the first nation to go 
to war after her defeat in 1815. ‘The defeat of 1570 was followed by a phase of 
French colonial expansion. Hix Majesty's Ambanador, Cairo, rightly observes 
poither British poblic nor British private soldier will favour x large permanent 
Earrison in Middle East. Nor in ay opinion. will. cither.of those important 
Entities ke prepared to go lo war with, France for the independence of the 
Syrians and Lebanese... ‘The British have short: memories, but some of them will 
not have forgotten the sorry part played in this war by the 
which comparable independenice had been granted.. The record of Traq can hardly 
te maed by. us againat the French, who are. very proud of he loyalty of their 
eupire in| group undeeypherable} of their defeat 

1S Werhive to choose between two policies with regura. to the French 
Levant. Rather we can (arn them out or we ean cute to. terms with them. The 
former would not present any: great military difficulty after the war, tat it would 
feaiail permanent extrangement and hostility to France. ‘The latter may but. ced 
Dot anagonise a number of Arabs in many countries The one policy which in 
Quite impossible and towards which there sometimes seems a danger of drift isto 
TMempt to compel the Fronch to adopt British methods in dealing with native 

ations. 

4 With regard to paragraph 4 of the Cairo telegram under reference, 1 
gather that the visit of the Freach cruiser to Beirut passed off withoot any 
untoward incident 





276/8/G) No. 26. 


Mr. Bden to Mr. Duff Cooper. 
(No. 158), 
(Telegraphic:) Foreign Office, 2th January, 1948, 
"FOUR telegram No. 47 
I ‘with your general theme that co-ordination of British and French 


policy in the Middle East is necessary and desirable. It is for that very reason 
That the Prime Minister and I raised Levant States questions personally when 
we were in Paris last November. We have constantly endeavoured to meet 
French views so far as_we reasonably can, becanse, a you know, oor post-war 
foreign policy will be founded on the assumption of friendly France. Tam 
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myself convinced that, provided France follows the policy she 
: 1 follows the policy she is commit 
ad gives the Levant Stee fll independence French and British eters there 
run parallel and do not conflict in any major respect. 
jut it does uot follow from this that we can allow the French to do 
they wish in Syria and the Lebanon or that we ean make a bargain with them 
at the expense of the independence of the Levant States. You were right to 
point out to M. Bidault that we had given a guarantee to the Levant States that 
their independence should be recognised. But it is much more for us than & 
tualter of pute obligation. Lord Killeara has pointed out, and I entirely agree 
vith him. that Great Britain's whole position in the Middle East would be gravely 
threatened if the French followed in the Levant States a policy which was 
‘nconsistent with ours and with what the whole Egypto-Arab world has come to 
regard as essential and right. Tam confident that we should moet with very 
great criticism both at home and in the whole Comuonwealth and Empire 
{iy failing to keep the French up to their promises, we found oar whole posi 
threatened in the Middle East, where we have fought 0 hard uo maintain it 
fe are entitled to expect the Freach not to put us in this position and Tam 
sure that, were they to do s0, not the Arab world alone, but also the United States 
and probably Russia, would take the side of the Syrians and Lebanese against 
et, at they would sot be able to maintain their position. 1 shou 
Either. the French are prepared to come to terms with the Lavant State on 
conditions which the Arab world and the Great Powers can regard as acceptable, 
ot they will be faced with a general attack on their position which must ° 
iehly embarraming to them in the coming years ee 
‘aragraph 3 of your telegram seems to be based on the 
His Majesty's Government cught to ustst the French to soon a eat 
nsition in the Lovant aginst the wishes of the local Governments. There most 
26 imonderstanding on this point, “While we are willing to help in reaching 
4 freely negotinodsitlement aad tose ot neice ns a mediator to bring the 
wo wide were can be Ho question of our joining the French 
‘attempt to coerce the States if they mal * ogres tou Frome 
jr if they maintain their refusal te agree toa. French 
ronich murt be made to see that there are timits 
which wo are prepared to incur odiuin and hoatiity oF all mote erdinen ote 
Position in the Middle Fast on their behalf. T'earteatly hoe thet ager our 
‘aff will mak your influonce felt in this respect. So far ns'T cam age that is the 
woiding « head-on clash which wil) involve France in gr ie 
Anglo-French relations and incidental 
Imperial interosts will suffer a grievous blow 
¢ States reasonable and Tam 


5. From various reliable indications whi , 
concerned lest tbe Preach tony fol that now Sit @nses Soe 
the Levant States with less consider 5 
truth. Tam quite sure that any a 
{he Levant States wo predoce arte 
hem with troope or tanks would have t 
difficult road ahead of ua and T earnest 
counsel to avoid any surges of Gallic 





[B 276/8/G) No, 27. 


roth Mr. Rden to Mr. Shone (Damascus). 


(Telegraphic) Fore 
TAYE considered yoor fall ane eal, iveith, flee 20% January, 1945, 
Syria andthe tetas Zan fel and ealiening reports nthe wifuation in 


Syrian and Lebanese 


Governments refuse even to begin negotiations for a final settlement of ther 
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relations with the French, while the French insist that they will only discuss 
making certain concessions within the framework of a final settlement. His 

fy's Government feel that they cannot allow the deadlock to continue 
Without a serious risk of the situation deteriorating. There clearly must be a 
Settlesnent of sorts between the Levant States and the French, ‘The best course 
Seems to be to endeavour to get discussions with the French started on the less 
‘contentious issues 

2 I should accordingly be glad if you would take an early opportunity of 
tackling the Syrian Government seriously on the necessity for arriving soon at an 
agreed settlement of their future relations with the Erench, Ever aince 1041 we 
have made clear our expectation of a negotiated settlement of same sort, between 
the French and the Levant States to regularise the situation, The States them- 
‘elves seemed to acquiesce—ace the Lebanese President's reply to Catroux’s 
Proclamation of 26th November—and in our view the need has nat been removed 

ithe events of 1943. For a start, I should like you to. press thera to explain 
‘what it was in the French proposals made last autamn which caused them to fear 
that their independence was threatened (oe paragraph 3 of mv despatch No. 208) 
Tf there is any real cause for this fear, I should like to know precisely what it in 
Bot if it transpires from your representations that they do not even know what 
the Freach intended to suggest that the various proposed conventions should 
tontain, you should urge them to find out forthwith and to consider the French 
propasls on their merits. Tt is not enough for them to say that the heads af 
conventions and the draft educational convention show that their independence is 
threatened. 

3. "There might wail be somethitig fa the proposals which they mny not. ike, 
fas in the case of the proposals for the educational convention. But that iv no 
Feason for a flat rejection of all proposals altgether or for refusing to enter into 
‘any. Dogotiations, ‘The Syrians should at least make counter-suggestions or 
txplain clearly to what points they object. TL is not reasonable for the Syrians 
to continue to refuse to enter into negotintions with the French, and at the vo 
least they should offer them as a hxis of discussion the same rights as they have 

ranted the Americans. When axxeptitig American recognition recently, the 
Fevant States agreed to apply in their relations with the United ‘States 
the Franco-American Treaty of 4th April, 1924, thus granting American 
citizens all the rights accruitig to members of the League under the Mandate, a» 
Well as rights to maintain educational and religiows institutions and to teach 
the English language. They surely do ot propose that the French should, or 

Itanve, have no security or anderstanding regarding their schools, commercial 
interests or the treatment of uheir nationals, fq. in taxation matters. Yet as long 
fan they refuse to negotiate on these and other subjects requiring settlement, their 
‘iLude amonnta to that. Syrians axwumo that any agreement must give French 
redominance, This. ia by no means necessarily. x9 and at any rate they cannot 
Riow it until they: have at least opened conversations, It js essential that the 
Levant States shold drop their anpractical and unco-operative attitude, if we are 
tobe in a position to do anything to belp thet. 

fe hother question which will need an internationally. agreed. settlement 
in due course is that of the position of racial and religious minorities. We could 
riot, for instance, agree that the Mandate should disappear without the Syrian 

werminents reaifirmin teir obligations wot to discriminate 


Spéviales. : 
‘See also my immediately following telegram. 











(B 1415/8/G) No. 
CAIRO CONVERSATIONS. FEBRUARY 1945 


Record of Comeerration with the President of Syria at the Miniter R 
Villa, Cairo, on 17th Bebreary, 1945 


Present 


The Prime Minister (present at the 8 Kuwatli, P f 
«liter part of the etnversation) Rye peer B 
The Secretary of State for Foreign 
| Affairs, 
The Minister Resident, Middle Fast 
Sir A. Cadogan, 
Mr. 'T. A. Shove, Hig Majesty's 
Minister to the Levant Staten 
Mr, RMA, Hankey 


THE SYRIAN PRESIDEN' 
ae in reply to a question by ube Secretary of 
State, said he hoped that the situation in Syria woald improve and that the 
Syrian Government would enjoy the help and support of Great Britain so as to 
overcome the present difficulties, Their ambition was to have peace and. tran 
qqillity im their country, but they had suffered tmuch provocation, and. though 
every effort hind. been and would te mado to preserve tranquillity, he was afraid 
that, if thin state of affairs « d, the situation might get out of hand. 

As rgnrd the qu i resident recalled that 
¥ opecial ngreement had been Point of signature in the summer of 1944 
‘ut the French had suddenly said that there would te no transfer beeaase of the 
Presence of the British Army in Syria, ‘They werw not prepared to be te 

rin by the British. te SERRA ne Se 


‘THE SECRETARY OF STATE emphasined that there was 
ihe HEE SECRETARY OF 83 mphasived that there was no question of 


THE PRESIDENT said that the Twoaper Spécial 

Syrians and the thot that they might tw vied againat ihe 

1 'danding’ provocation to them. There had he 

pate pedro.” The Fre (ion 

hat. Prune: was responsible for. the maintenance: of on 
aulle had maid rt one : 


eof 
mont had famed statement. recently 
len Syria. Laer 
n'then ‘wore re 
: French had een encoura 
The Syrian Goverament bud sent the 
te the Halden and the ¥reach Dad then set troop and 
nidarmerie from carrying cut the task nssigned to thers 
resident waide was nfraid of disorder if this typeof prowention acti 


CRETARY OF STATE said that Mr, Shone had 


minsio Syrian, British and French members. Rl: 
fetal borsetet preci eek pr. TH Pa 


Mn SHONP: pointed out that the French had mad 

British aga rele of the ned re Wie sre eae ee 

sion could not very well surnmon Prenchinen to ive evidence ry much 

hoped the Syrians would accept thie tation,” R'" “Yienee. He very much 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE asked the P; i 

commision further with desig eet a Pelt acon ihe 

____ Reverting to the fundamental question of the relations wi 

Scerlay of Sate tld the President that te Zipp: had bon ag Se 

mlunicate their proposals to the Syrian Goternmert. ff ne 

inacceptable the Syrians should put forw nd ot down to 

‘naceptable the Syrians should put forward counter-proposals and fet down te 
THE PRESIDENT thanked the 

‘afraid that the French would not reply 

request for Freach proposals. ‘The 

Position, and he emphasised that it wo 

Anything which ould wot be 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE said he disliked words like “privileged 


Position.” It all depended on what they meant in practice. 


THE PRESIDENT recalled that the French had produced a draft 
educational convention which would have given them a large measure of control 
over Syrian education. The Syrians, however, were not prepared to be bound 
hand and foot. 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE said that individual French proposals 
might be inacceptable but that the Syrians should miake counter proposals. Great 
Britain and America would then be in a position to support them if the cour 
Proposals were reasonable. 


THE PRESIDENT emphasised that the Syrian Government 
to co-ordinate their policy. with that of other Ar They 
Prepared to link their faie with that of France. They would never hai 
Certainty what type of Freachwan might be in charge of France the next day 
‘and France might follow quite a different policy to Great Britain, 


(Gir E. Grigg left the room at this point) 


ted out that Thu Saud, the Tragis and 
‘An agreement 
would not nate Lo 
French foreign policy 
independence. Everything ought to be 
Levant. He was quite sure that Monsieur Bidault wanted an agree 
was als sure that Mocsieur Bidault did not believe that we were Crying to replace 
the French, 
(The Prime Minister entered the room at this point.) 


THE PRIME MINISTER said he was anixious to convince the F 
We did not aim at replacing them We wauted nothing for ourselves 
aust recognise the independen tates, but if they made arrange 

ith the Syrians by which they got a somewhat better position than Hix 

Majesty's Gover ject. LU wns, of course, Unsdersto 
that this should not affect the ind ‘of Syria or the Lebanon, In hiv 
opinion the Syrians should arrange smething reasonably satisfactory 

wild not throw the French out altogether 


‘THE PRESIDENT said bo was grateful for the sympathy which the Prime 
ster had shown to Syria. He was himself sure that it was not the British 
to replace the French, 

‘An regards the French position in Syria be aaid the Syrians were unwilling 
to give the French any privileged position. They would guarantes them rights to 
extabln hogpitals ad schools but to grant them a privileged postion would be 
conteary to the interests of tranquillity in the country. He wax afraid that we 
‘aimed at creating zone of influence for the Fronch in Syria, He emphasised 
that this was impossible 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE said he was glad to note what. the 
President had said about giving rights to the French as regards schools and 
hospitals, He urged him to put his proposals in writing as soon as possible. 


THE PRIME MI R said that the French should say what they 
wanted, the Syrians should say what they were prepared to give, Then th 
Situation coald be examined and an agreement reached. He emphasised that 
Syrians must give something reasonable to the French; the French must, have a 
position of some sort 


THE PRESIDENT said the French would receive ** most-fayoured:nation ** 
treatment. 

Reverting to the question of the Troupes Spéciales the President said that 
the French must transfer them soon. They were Syrians and it was intolerable 
that the Syrians were liable to be attacked by their own children This was a 
vital question. He emphasised that the Syrians hoped to participate in the war 
jn the Far East. They would not like the war to come to an end Jeaving them 
with the feeling that they had not done their part to help the Allies, especially 
2s this would be contrary to their interests at the Peace Table 




















40 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE said that M. Bidavlt/‘would ‘make no 
concession about the Troupes Spéciales without getting anything in return. ‘This 
was one of many questions which needed to be settled. 


THE PRIME MINISTER said he did not think that now that the war 
Aguinst Germany was nearing its end there would be many opportunities for 
Syrian troops to be used 


THE PRESIDENT said that the essential was to hurry’ ap’ the French 
Proposals and that meanwhile the Freneh should not provoke the Syrians. If 
there were provocation he would ask for British help, 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE, agreed as regards hastening the French 
Proposals but said that the President should, om his side, hasten the preparation 
of Syrian counter proposals and should: give the French the maximum 


MR. SHONE pointed out that if discussions. were beginning that would 
enable the President to reply to any Parliamentary criticism that the matter was 
‘under negotiatic 


Discussing the question of the Troupes: Spéciales further the PRIME 
MINISTER said that in view of the small number of French officers he felt 
ture that the Troupes Spéciales would be unwilling to take action against the 
Syrian Government. Surely if the French aaked them to do that there would 
be @ mutiny. 


HE PRESIDENT agreed that they would be unwilling to take action. But 
Syrian Government on theit side would be unwilling to call upon the Troupes 
pcinles to mutiny, He realised that that would produce.a very serious situation 


TATE emphasised that the French had give 
every axatirance that they would not try to take action of this sort. We had ‘onde 
repeated representations in Paria to this effect, He was quite sure that M. Bidaslt 
did not wish to provoke the Syrians. “He was, howerer, afraid that ho did nat 
‘ilways get very good information in Paris aud be thought that a visit by same 
Prominent Frenchman might do good. ss 


THE PRESIDENT agreed provided that thete wore no delay and provided 
lat Provaure were not put on the Syrians. Several times in the course of sop 
sation ho expressed! fear of foreign pressu 

THE PRIME MINISTER in the course of conversation emphasised 

repeatedly that Ue Syrians should handle the question tactfully. and ec 
Without serious quarrels. ‘They should give the French 4 reasonable settlement 
and not érumple on French amour propre which had beea! greatly shaken by the 
Jae, [They should mitintain their rights but: they should be confident tn 
friends and in the world otganisation which would be set up. Consta 

with the French were ory annoying Lo His Majesty's Government, His Majesty's 
Government wero friends both with the Freach and with the Avabe, We dieya 
be pleased with any arrangements which could be made. We should ne oppose 
shy. arrangemente which gave the French a somewhat better or diflerent pootane 
Fa a attt eed Hot aflet Syrian independence. He bad ‘ad. publiciy 
that the sittation of the French in the Lovant might be similar to ou fe Iraq 
flay understood the position the Srrians were not prepared to po far Gay 
President confirmed this). RO is far as possible. If 
they remained intranai lation to the French thers would 
certainly he trouble De 
foresee the outcome 


fiat ot 
ailding of 
negotiations 


THE PRESIDENT said that it was essential, in their view, 

transfor of the Troupes Spécial should te wttled tefore Beth trope ia 
THE PRIME MINISTER said that whil 

‘a8 possible the Syrians should 

lermm position was not a, tad 





m 


for the Syrians to make a reasonable arrangement. There was no need to force 
the fue abruptly and they should have comidence in their friends and in the 
Great Powers who would assure the peace of the world and whose orders w 

be obeyed. 


and 

: nked the Prime Minister for his advice 
that the Prime Miniter could count on him to handle this nition carefull 
Bat he earnestly hoped that there would be no undue provocation, 


Amex. 
Mivore ny His Maesry's Mixistinn, Benker. 


7 Syrian P Z Palace last night after 

When 1 took the Syrian President back to Zaataran Palace last nig 
action at the coaversation.. In particular; be, was pleated a be 
that we abould wot impose agreemeats with the French on Syria and 
at the Prime Minister apparent recognition that Syria could not be expected 
3 Treaty with France on the lines of ours with Iraq. (There have 
vpicions of lave iw both Syria and the Lebanon that we and the French 
Might have made oF be contemplating some agreement behind Uber backir—thi 
is the meaning of Shakri Kuwatli’s reference to the Sykes-Pioot ngcenioee ue 

nght—and that our presre on the Levant States to ‘conclude agreement 

France might amount to imposing terme om the 
Pei Hest aid re eat han uh pel ye 
iunderstanding of Syria's problems shown by the Prime Minister i « foray 
‘of State. This, not merely from the language they had held to bu 7 
their manner towards him. : i 
felt that the President might be taking aco of the points 
wich bod exoneed wt fuvoor of Bhtia, 1 impressed on him agua, dba need of 
giving full consideration to the French proposals, seis br bai wh 1y were 
‘and of ‘making every reasonable concession posable, 
er Und tld bm thee Spiv'e position before the futdre world 

‘woald be a strong one and that he could and should be generous to ed 
‘al emphasised that no time should be lost. To thik the President replied thal 
it was up to the French to make the first move; he was grateful for the action 
wre were taking in Paris to hasten matte He ropeated his fear that unlaws we 
ion were forthcoming about the Troupes Sploiates it would be extremely 
‘imme ian Government to restrain the Chamber of Deputies 


to ong 
that 
for, Foreign, 
Unfortunately 

the Syrians—the BP 

Afiairs (Jamil Mardam Bey). Rita anole: 


18th February, 1945. 
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(B 1188/420/80) No. 20 


The Karl of Halifax to Mr. Rden—(Receited in Foreign Office, 18th February) 
(No, 1147) 
(Telegraphie:) Wash 7 
t ‘ashington, Yith February, 1945, 
bi PouLot ING is the text of aide-ménoire from the State Departiaent about 
“The Department of State is in essential agreement 
expresed in the British Embassy aide-mémoire of the In February, 1045, 
regarding the situation in the Levant States, which is a source of co 
concern tothe United Sites Government. ene 
y ie American Minister at Beirut and Damascus has accordingly 
inatracted to make representations to the Latansse and Spin Goneeoornts 
Similar to thowo being made by his British colleague with a view to persian 
them to alter their present attitude of refusing to enter negotiations. of 
any kind with tho F The American Ambassador at Paris ix being 
structed at the same time to urge the Enench Government. to adopt an 
titude of moderation and to take steps to meet the reasonable desire of the 
on anand, Lebanese Governments is regards tho transfer of Trouper 
Spéciates, the equipment of gendarmeries and establishment o 
Atplomatic representation at Beirut nnd: Damascus’ nmeet OF normal 





(B 1491/420/80) No. 80, 


The Karl of Halifan to Mr. Eden —(Received in Forvign Office, 18th February) 


pe 
fo the Amorican representative in the Levant & Rees 


This Government is obviously: in no position 
Lecnese Governments i refusing 10 undertake negotiates of any kind, 
te Wrench sinc i has elf coeled estetve agrees wih 
which recognition and the protectio rights and 
cin Ea ost a ies = 
iructing the American Ambarsador at Pars to discus 
iates with the Frouch Foreign Minister, The text 
of thie ina is being repeated to you. You should inform the local 
jovernments of thosw representations and urge them to adopt a more realintio and 
moderate attitude. Specifically you should propose that they conseut to undertake 
negotiations fer treatie with the French which woild be non-dicriminatory as 
ards third: Powers and consistent with their independence, but. whicl 
ath provide arava which the Prec ranby deste as regard the 
recognition and protection of French rights and interests in Syria and. the 
‘There is no intention on the part of this Government to di r 
its rocoguition of the independence of Syrin and the Lhanen. "We dene to te 
helpful in every possible way, and in this spirit we informally advanced for the 
consideration of the Syrian and Lebanese Governments the suzwestion that the 
submission of acceptable treaty propoaals simultaneously to France and tn the 
major Allied Powers would satisfactorily serve their purposes. The Department 
would not desire, however, to make (group tindecypherable) official proposal of 
this suggestion. “In our view the explosive potentialities of the situation are 
limited to relations with the Levant Governments with France. This is the 
fundamental problem which must be solved in the last analyte whatever the 
developments may be with regard to the relations of the two States with other 


Foregoing has been repeated to the embassy at Paris, 
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[B 1191 /429/39 No. 31 


rl of Halifax to Mr. Eden.—(Received in Foreign Office, 18th February.) 
(No. 1148, 


(elegrap Washington, 18th February; M45. 


) 
FOLLOWING is a paraphrase of instructions from the State Department 
to the American representative at Paris about the Levant States :— 


‘This Government continues to be concerned about the potentially explosive 
sitgation in the Levant States resulting from the conflicting and unyielding 
Attitudes of the local Governments and the French with regard to problems 
connected with Lebanese and Syrian independence which ted. 
Tt scems to us that all these issues could easily be settled by ami 
fr arbitration in accordance with the principles of the Atlantic Cha 
United Nations Declaration, This Government therefore desires that both. sides 
show moderation and would regard with disfavour the use of military force in th 
Present impasse either in the form of French-controlled native levies or of French 
Troops. The Department therefore hopes that the French will instruct their 
Tepresentative in Syria and the Lebanoo to seek amicable agreement and. ix 
instructing the American Minister in Beirut and Damascus to urge the Syrian 
and Lebanese authori rly to show moderation and specifically to under: 
take friendly negotiations for the conclusion of mutually acceptable agreet 
defin s h the French, 

We can see no reas 
independence promised to the Levant States, why they should mot agree 

(1) The conversion of French representation in Syria and the Lebanon to 

the status of diplomatic missions 

(2) The transfer to the loca 

‘oni 


duration of the war in Europe and 
Governments 
(8) The. provision of reasonable equippa accordance with the plan 
weal by J Holnies, of the Lebanese and Syrian 
nderatand that this woold call for only 33 
jomatic weapons) 


We appreciate at the samo time the Erench desire to obtain assurances 
regarding the protection of reasonable rights and interests of France and of 
French nationals in the independent States of Syria and the Lebanon. Tho 
‘American Minister in the Levant i accordingly being instructed specifi 
urge the Levant Governments lo change their presut negative attitude 
lndertake negotiations for conclusien of mutally weceptable agreements dining 
their relations with the French which do not infringe the rights and interests of 
thera. including how of this country. Departmental instructions to 
Me. Wadsworth are being repeated to you. 

We must state, however, in thie cofnexion that we bave seen the draft of 
“Convention Universitaire which the French are trying to conclude with the 
Lebanon and Syria and that a preliminary examination thereof indicates that 
the terms of this couvention would seriously injure American cultural and 
‘educational interests in the Levant States and would provide discriminatory 
privileges for France. The Department will be prepared for the presentation of 
Me Views in greater detail following the completion of a study now being made 

feanwhile we assume that the French do not wish to promote theit own interesta 
fat our expense and that appropriate modifications would willingly be mad 
the proposed text. 

"You sbould be taking this matter up urgently with the Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs, expressing this Government's strong interest in seeing a solution reached 
which will confirm and ensure the full independence of the Lovant States while 
Idequately providing for the protection of French interests therein. Tf the 
‘occasion arises you should make it clear that our policy towards the independence 
of Syria and the Lebanon is in our view entirely distinct and independent of our 
policy towards France and the French Empire. 








E 4774/1774/80) 


Mr. She -eived 14th March.) 
(No. 31) 
Sir, Beirut, 1st March, 1945. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith (Enclosures 1 and 2) the 
most recent official statistics of the populations of Syria and the Lebanon, 
divided according to districts and religious hese statistics, 
which have been obtained from the two Governments, cannot be regarded a 
wholly reliable, but at least form a useful indication. 

2. The following points emerging from them are noteworthy 
(a) Christians 


The total number of Christians in the Lebano ot a7 per 
‘of the total population. ‘The great registere 
nigrants are also Christians 
The Christians of Syria total 393,660, 


Sunni Moslems of Syria, agcording atistics, number 
1,033; to these must be added soine 400,000 nomad Bedouin who are not 
jaded in the official figures, ‘Taking these inte consideration, the Sunnis 
The Sunni ‘are 21 por cent. of the total, 


in Syria and 00,707 in the Lebanon, a 
total of The greatest concentration ts in Aleppo, Beirut and 
Mount Lebarion, and Damascus 
(d) Jews, 
0.770 Jows in Syria and 0,006 in the Lebanon, » total of 
are almoat entirely concentrated in the three main towns of 
Aleppo, Damascus and Beirut 


4. Tam vending a copy of this despatch and of its enclosures to 


Resident Miniater at Caire 
T have, &e 
TERENCE SHONE. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 
Lnanon 


Distribution of the population of the Lebano 
districts us on Slat Decem 


Munavazar 


25418 
12870 


vent 

tno 

Tato 
Latin 4a 
Armonian Orihodo 5 3,36 
Syrian Cathal 7 cr 
Syrian Urthodos 138 
Chaldeans 


Total 


on Blt December, 194% 


ond districts, 


Motarazates 
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(B 1778/8/80) No. 33. 


Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden.—(Reetived \Ath March.) 
(So. 34. Confidential 
Sin Beirut, 2nd March, 1945 
I HAVE the bonoue to transmit herewith an extract from a report w 
by Colonel Sir Patrik Coghl the bead of the British Security Mision in the 
evant Stain, eogerding es tryst eae ef tho twp coonasear, Gnioel er 
Palrick Coghit who has spe some two and a hall year her, is shrewd 
impartial and well-informed observer, and. his conclusions a ving of 
age ee ae ee 7 tami 
2 Tam in general agreement with Colonel Sir Patrick Cog 
under the heading” Syria.” As regards the section headed. Lebanon, 
would ofr the following comments on the state graph 13, 
Lebanese Christians would mostly. wel let the French 
It ws ndoabledly trac that large ssction ofthe Mavonice are stl p 
an underlying fear of the Moelems, 
protection is preferable to the risk of Monlem domination; that theae fears have 
ate been, played on with increasing success by Presch-inspired sts 
parca ih atesion with the Alenia Pool that the eliceny of 
audminintration of the Governments of the past 18 tnonths has disillusioned 
many and that the long-standing sympathy of the Maron ; 
Freeh ule atl ex Bot pain i Mth natn 
which flamed out at the time of tho cris of November 1943 is far. fro 
aad that cle and mistrust of the French are atl wiespread ‘amongst the 
ritaneand tat ivr nat the Molen The Christians an a 
whole wll enti hope foe saan dio of prvtaton, a remote at foul 
n contradistinction to the Moslems, who seek theit 
protection ean only be obtained from France, and that France is capable of giving 
{eT do not consider that the majority of these Christians would pal mang 
of French domi Prices 
3. Colonel 
the local. French, of 
Beynt inv 
and good sense 
French services, 


ill’s remarks 


ws on the attitude and activities of 
Xe ell justified. General 
suardedly, usually acts with moderation 
lack of co-ordination between the differeat 


‘TERENCE SHONE 


Enclosure in No, 38. 


The Present Stats of Syria and Lebanow, Wth February, 1945 


THIS paper is based on re ‘ 
ased on reports from all parts of Syria and banc 
exoph the hichaksatn of tie Bajoroag the Jee tok eer Dee 


(A) Syria. 
Official relations between Fronch an 
non-existent. When they do meet, they are cold and formal. The French 


ian officials may be said to be 


Délégués adjoints only address themselves to the Sy 

ito when they wnt tiie oma complain. ‘the Dadgutsndjeiots of 

wg wave had no personal contact whatsoever with thei respective 
in Damascus relations with the Délégué are extremely bai 

tion halt Demat relations with : xxtremely bad, but conversa 

sbjets of «Leaky and the Pronger Spare. = Curenon om the vexed 


uz 


% Nowhere is there any evidence of the slightest effort on the part of the 

French to get on good terms with their opposite numbers. | Eve e they hold 

vee aloof and look down on the ‘sale Syrien as being beneath contempt 
‘especially if he is a Moslem. 

“Only in the Alaouite State is there any large-scale attempt to get. on 
terms with the population, and here intense subversive activity prevails with the 
bject of uniting all the big local leaders against the Government and the main 
tenance of Alaouite independence. There is little reasonable ground for doubt 
that arms have been distributed in this area, or that the troubles eufminating on 
the 10th February were the direct result of French instigation. | In this connexion 
the unasked for presence of French troops on the scene, though it probably 
Prevented considerable bloodshed and may have localised the disturbance, 
ectively prevented the Gendarmerie from imposing their will on the Murshid 
Partisans end the re-establishment of the authority of the Syrian Government in 

t area 

Tnoth y Political Officers concentrate on weakening 
ernment by making adyatwes ta opposition and minority, groups and 
cultivating the gangster elements in the towns. 

French propaganda. apart from subyernive efforts in the Alaouites and 
Attempts to curry favour with the underworld, is inept Tt reveals. three main 
Tinea: the first, addressed to the Fronch themselves or French-speaking natives, 
‘extolling the efforts of General do Gaullo’s Cabinet {0 place France on an equal 
footing with the Big Three and their firmness with collaborators: th second Ii 
in addrewed to Christian minorities, pointing out France's historic réle as their 
Protector as opposed to British backing of Moslems, and thirdly that the British 
Are bebind all the unrest and the Army demonstrations as we desire to got the 
French out of the country before the end of the war—but France will stay.as she 
in backed by Russia 

7. French policy is entirely Fabian and obstructionist. ‘Their immediate 
abject is to Delay any settlement, except on their own wholly unaccaptable terms, 
luntil after the war in Europe is over. Their hope is that the British will thea be 
{on preoccupied with difficulties in Palestine of will be foreed by political pressure 
At Home to withdraw from the Levant States, thus leaving them a clear field 
‘They have no real intention of clearing out, except on their own terms and in their 
‘own yood time. 


land a general state of anarchy pres 
Eran oxeare to reaceupy the country militarily 

Tor The unig nonce that French propaganda seem to have had is among 
the Atlaouite chieftains, where by the renewing of subsidies—to. the Kin) 
Pea te ave the dtrinution of arma. the normal separatist tndencicn 
a ee on aa theeat of control from distant: Damascus naturally are highly 
Treeptive to such propaganda 

MT Guherwine it is considered the French position visd-nis the Syrian 
Gove ee ested seventy, partly awing to the deterioration in relations 
fand partly owing to the strong stand the Governanent seems to be making in the 
Tntter ofthe treaty and the army 

12. The vast majority of Syrians are de ermined to be rid of the French. 
In thie connexion it should be recalled the Anglo-Arabian negotiations 
from 1919 onwards, the Arabs always specifically refused to have the French 
ie the aantry_se’ anticFrench feeling is not only deep-seated, but of long 
Sanding Iti likely that bat for the presence of British troaps, the would 
fave tried to get rid of the long be fore and their efforts would probably have 

actively helped by Ira 

actively helped My ai iliat they must win their point, at least over the army, 
befor the end of the war as they fear that once the war is over the British will 
weitiecee “the French will bring troops in and their chances will be over, as 
England and the ‘other Great Powers would not be presto to risk a major 
Figland and ar over Syria, their hands being full in the Far East and 
elsewhere. 

Tex the moment the Syrians are pro-British and they pin their hopes of 
real independence on us, but this attitude would quickly change if we showed 
re wets bot prepared to support their claims. Franenphobia. would ther. ‘some 
Xenophobia. 


[31336] me 
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The broad conclasions are that the graph showing the tension between 
nd Syrians shows an ever steepening cure, the steepness of which will 
sutope approaches its end. 
The two main factors are the French determination to let go of nothing 
and the eflorts of the Syrians to achieve their full independence before Britia 
support in the shape of physical presence of our troope is withdrawn 


(B) Lebanon. 


1. All over the Lebanon the French are displaying intense activity in all 
directions, except in their relations with Government offcials. In Beirut, when 
the President's illness was obviously serious, General Beynet had a conference 
with Emile Eddé. In the provinces the Service Politique is for ever maki 
and recelving visits, making themselves accessible and affable, and endeavouring 
by every means to prove to all that the helping hand of France is essential to the 
Lebanon, 

2. ‘They are being particalarly attentive to the Maronite community, which 
is not surprising, but they are also reported to be making a good impression 
in the south among the Metwalia, who Bishike the present Government. and the 
turbulent Metwalt tribes in the Bekaa—notably among thy Dandash of the 
Hermel region 

3. They lose no opportunity of denigrating the British as grasping 
imperialists playing the Pan-Arab game, which spells ultimate extinction of the 
Lebanon, and aa being responsible for all the local dificultics 

4. ‘The Communists arv alvo getting more than their share of French atten- 
‘Bonn and favours: 

5. That arie hary ben distributed by the Frwnch in the Bekaa particulary, 
is curr fed, Definite proof is incking, but it i# reasonable to su 
that here a i Syria there it mp sooke without fire ee 

6. Tt in noted that the purely Sunni Moslem circles are not being courted 
by tho Fronch 

7. Laval reaction to this French drive, which is helped by the Solh family's 
disloyalty to the Kirami nigimo, is mixed, but not entirely unresponsive, and 
the feeling’ is growing that unless the British put all their weight in support 
of Laban indepondoncs, it will bo nevessary to compromise with the French. 

&. In this connexion it is noteworthy that a leading Communist stated in 
+ public spech that hi party was prepared to make a treaty with the French 
that is, the real Fronch who have helped to drive the Germans out of France, but 
not with the " Vichy Embusqués of Beirut.” 

9. ‘There in a working agreement between the Lebanese and Syrian Go 
ments and all the appearance of solidarity, but it mast constantly be borne in 
tnind that there is a marked cultiral difference, the Lebanese having been far 
more yullicised than the Syrians: there are more Christians who have gennine 
reason for gratitude for French protection in Turkish times, and most important, 
Iisa mistake to consider tho Latanese as Arabs. Thay are Levantinised Alpine 

mitic. ‘They are spineless compared to the Syrian and far more 
likely to give way under pressure. 

10, ‘There are moreover considerable misgivings in Maronite and other 
Uniate eireles of Arab fed 

11, Generally, pro-French sentiments are on the increase and it is doubtfal 
if another French coup on the November 1948 lines would unite the country so 
solidly against the French as on the former occasion, 

12, The French have no intention of giving up either Syria or Lebanon, 
but in the ease of Syrin they look upon the problem in terms of military force 
while to the Lebanese they are prepared to act as the benevolent and forgiving 
father to an erring child—though there would he no fatted calf at the recon: 
ciliation party. 

13. [The broad conclusions are that the French have recovered much of the 
ground lost in November 1943 and that a large number of Lehanese wonld not 
ferioly object 40 living under the French umbrella The Christians would 
mostly weleome it, the Metwalis would be relatively indifferent and only the 
Sunni Moslems would resent it implacably, 

14. With an apparent or real withdrawal of our support and a change 
of Government with more pro-French leanings, they wonld be quite capable of 
doing a deal with the French. 


( 1825 /808/89) 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden—{(Receieed 16th March ) 


= ona he an 
"IN paragraph 12 of the instructions to me contained in your despatch No 
of the hh Deccnber you asked to be kept informed regarding the Soviet attitnde 
towards events in this area 
FY 
by Mr. Mackenzie, setting out in detail s 
Sabject Broadly speaking, the positia 
Rassias are as yet making comparatively Nile f 
‘existing in the ‘tates. ‘Soloed, the Soviet 4 
precedal by a spate of stories of the enormous staf, hoards of platinum, and 
quantities of caviare that he was to bring with him, appears to be a gental young 
Meith Sri ual sta, who is 90 tar vot throwing his weight about an 
ra as yet, to exercise little, if any, influence on the local governments. 
White the totter have adopted the practice of comin to A Sao a8 
Well as to the United States Minister and my mel copies of notes ae Hi hey Have 
a ae at Siench Daegation Gencrale on controversial subjects, 1 have 
Ho an aie take ML. Soled. int thee cotenee to any 
reat extent. As Mr. Mackenzie remarks at the end of his mer mandum, it ts 
‘Mill a matter for speculation how far the Syrians 
tage in woiciiog: the support of the Soviet Union : 
et etn haere ie undoubtedly srg bian agua the Soviet 
st be beri i teat lease smog the more rit Moslems ad the privilg 
States 
ay well be Soviet policy merely to hold a wi jing brief here at 
prest and ait development inthe hope periape thee i Bate and Fm 
fluence wanes, a vacuum may result which they the oa can fll, Here, 
ce WAS Mculative Wo warrant an expression Of op 
axions to be drawn from Mr. M . that this area offers 
tempting prizes to a powerful neighbour and U 
few elements which would od i = per 
Aa aE tnd tbe Minis Rasen, Cate 


Enclosure in No, 3 
Memorandum 


SH it is less than half a year since the Soviet overnment 
pal prt he yan ahaha Gover i 
a 


juring these months 1 
The Soviet Union here has increased so rapidly during these mont i 


tupon the future political sitantion, particularly 


nay be useful to examine the reasons for this develoy 


sible effect which it may have 
ene ct aa od ape interest a 
feiendahip with the erste French Provisional Comite in Algiers they 
took little or no interest in the affairs of the Levant, and von > € ee 
November 1043 in the Lebanon, which exeitad the pres in even the retnotet 
Novem 2819 th tore asf m1 am at the mon pron) 
echoes in Rassian newspapers. Tn th af 1044 ae 
Governments were can ten, whch as they fl these 
tinued French intrigacs ae Propaganda Seg se re eoieaaty Gairo, 

want States, and last antumn, after ext anges of telegrams betwee 

Fie the Levant States aed as atu Frc Att, MP Daniel Sad 
asa Soviet Minister to the (wo countries, and egations wore set wp in 
Beirut and Damascus. Ae 
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3. It was therefore a 

such af Bam thereore a cosderable time aftr Great Britain the, United 
States and France were represented here that the Sovist Government began to 
{ince a practical interest in these countries. Potentially, however, rae oe 
here is already such as to pat them on tore or los the same footing as the other 

astonishing, and in aoe respects dismaying, fact i 

partly duo to the geographical proximity snd ‘also to 
arty ve to th cal proximity of the Soviet Union and also to the 
Acep impresion madesupon pabbe opinion hte, us chambers by the saeco of 


eb gun wR ean ae ar 
mors apc St f iin eit cura amie 


had mportant of these cements is undoubtedly the Cireck Ortho 
cde rsmeaneat ge te Rela ti Sta 
of dhe land, ho, dasa to that of an elder stateaman ‘larwhers the Ges 
Ortho Church witha large and inant! community, among Chtastign seek 
ul ouly to the Maronite and probably wealthier, ha rant 
Part in the political scone, In the days of the "Rrapire, (whee carb 
innority bad he prtetin of or of te urapeaa Pores tie ee Dele 
hutch had w peculiarly favoured position, for ayed the diplomatic anc 
financial suport of the Tara Golammepel Ne Paras eee 
to bishops better paid With the Russian Revolution, however, they lot their 
fnanoil backing. and the French found it politi: to cultivate the favour of 
acon Church, with the cealt that the prestige of the Greek 
fuflered considerably. "Hut they till banker after the past and 
iovernment decided to recognise the existence of “Cl ” 
the boundaries of th Sovit Union isl, they sawn pombe chance of reaver 
eis pratne power and wealth. Greek Orthodox ecteiatical authorities spoke 
openly of ealiting Soviet wspport, and fro all account the ire Ortho 
Fatriach, who rently returned frm Mon, et thin cottry wih the full 
Soviet authorities to ondcavonr to resinatate the Orthod 
Charl here in its tof prestig,and to new the Gren Orthod 
on of the Soviet. Union = 
cok and for different reasons the 
particulatly in Northern Syria, viow the Soviet Usion with much the same 
alg Thay live fur from the copia, ad the Governments tri sane oceene 
in these remote parts. ‘The Syrian oficials sent to azure administration ar 
the minritee compan, over eager in thir new-found independence, and die 
sgiminate agian the poor protctorlee minorities a hited ria 4 
hay feel that only it the protection of a strong Power lies their change of a 
and settled fata bat that they have ite now to hope from Use Pench 
‘and will be able to count even less on their support in the future. As for ti 
British, Ha Majesty" Goveratent have ropeatodly dicated any wish tosses 
the postin of the French inthe couatien I inthe circumstance 
hat these minorities should be inclined to turn for support to the S 
Cia 1 i the nearest geographically of he Great Paves, and beh th 
pa connexions with the Soviet Union throagh thete 
Sinco the establishment of this legation spasmodic r 
ropagandn among the minorities in Metlaen Brits Lave les acon tat 
doapite careful enquiry it was never possible either to ascertain therr origin at 
to establish their veracity, “Such rumours are endemic in this part of the world, 
‘where portons and parties are only too apt to boust of forse patronage 
support in order to enhance their own prestige amongst their compatriots 
seat oi the ment persiatnt rams of Soviet activity hr has 
legend of & Kurdish, Republic within the framework of the Soviet Union =] 
cmon of the pasts of Furey, Pari and Tra inated ty Kurds The 
: ‘ vestion agi Minister a ie 
G mrament bed taken no initiative i the sation ‘and that, oa fornia 
was the Kurdish leaders themselves who had approached the Soviet nother 
In Novthera Persia with a view ty nating ied epperkt tee a ey 
he, and, even if in fact it were nothing mote than wishful thinking on the pare 
af the Syrian Kars it is evidence eng af their sympattien sw PA 
menians, too, cabatitute generally speaking mp 
among the minortien within the Levant Staten, ‘Until rectly staid Fake 
be correct to say that the members of the Armenian community i thes rod 
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countries, who settled hore as refugees after their expulsion from the Soviet 
Union, were predominantly anti Soviet and consequently Tashnag in sympathy 
is evidence now, however, ta suggest that the majority of the Armenians 
fare convinced that the best guarantee ior their security lies in the support of 
the Soviet Union, and a tendency on the part of the young members of the com- 
munity to look to the Soviet Union as their protector against Turkey, of whose 
Persecution they also retain vivid memories. The bonds between the Armenian 
Community here and the Armemian Republic in the Soviet Union were greatly 
Strengthened by the visit paid to Armenian communities in these two States 
Tast summer by Dr. Aphramian of the University of Erivan. Although 
Jaimed that. his visit was solely to enable him to establish 
igious leaders in this country, and was devoid of 
Any political importance, it was nevertheless interpreted by the, Armenian com 
unity as proof of Soviet interest in their fate, aud sympathy for their future 
TO. The third element in these gauntries upon whose support the Soviet 
Government can count is certain Left-wing para-Communist organisations, 
se. the Communist party proper aud two bodies styling themselves the Eriends 
Tuan gad the auti-Rascist League respectively. These parties have 
T comparatively restricted but extremely active and fairly influential following, 
in Syria and he Lebanon, not only amongst. what might euphemistically be 
Termed the youthful fnteligenteia, but also amongst the labouring class in Beirut 
and Damascus, which i becoming more snaceprible to Communist propayanda on 
eount of the continued rie in the cost of living. ‘Their partiular brand of 
Communion consists much moro of what would elsewhere, Ibe termed trnde 
joni that any prosund interest n the works of Bagels and Mars Although 
these parties have hot in the past played any outstandingly conspicuous part in 
Me paris ave ot he Pe Eisen fave smite are 
ie thats nctavities afd won them increased support. In the Inst two years their 
membership has mote than doubled with « similar increase in the number of 
Mdhercnte The Greek Orthodax Archbishop of Mount Lebanon, for instance, 
told's member of the legation staff that he was seriously dismayed by the number 
Of Communist coteries which were springing up, at the instigation of the looal 
Pare Communist parties, in Lebanese villages which had shows 0) previous 
Permnctutic leanings, Tt is not clear how far in the past these partion were 
Frantuet with or received directives from the Soviet Union (though the conse 
Ufavileace suggests that they did), but they are certainly. now in touch with 
idence maskntative.. They. are nlio in touch with similar organisations 
Tr Paleting sid there can be no-doabt that they would welcome and support any 
‘Government to play a more conspicuous rile in this country: 
Tie sly are there these elements actively interested in Soviet partici: 
pation bere, but Soviet official poliey ‘ieee the French and the attitade which 
Fee ee stativen presumably on isbractions from their Governmeat, have 
onuad towards the Yrench claim for a predominant position in Syrin and the 
Tatbic has gained them wide nytupathy arbonget the population. No secret hie 
teeeajeot their opposition to the French. M. Novikor, during his visit in the 
Pe ands elie it clear, not only to the members of the Syrian and Lebanese 
Gorcrnments but also to the foreign representatives as well, that while the Soviet 
Governments tive in favour af the restoration of France to her former position nz 
Reenter in Enrope, they did nol and would not recognise any privileged 
Mf would, in particular, be strongly opposed to any 
iieh her thandate. He was even reported to have 
overniment could only recognise Syria's 
Independence 60 lo y effort to maintain that independence and 
to refrain from binding herself po lly with any other Power 
Pe Terres sing favour to one Power rather than to another. | M. Solod. since hie 
Per now es continually taken the same line in conversations with the local 
val here ba cent after General de Gaulle's visit to Moscow, te informed the 
Feet ician ae Sinister for Foreiga Affairs that Soviet policy towards the Levant 
Se Lehane ed unchanged, vie, support for their complete and untrammel 
dependence, ‘They would not, be said, coantenance any contrary Rrench policy 
peeePenhough Selim Tacla told me at the time that he had got the impression 
eee ajod had not been specifically instructed by his Government to make th 
WX Sclod had repeated i several times as the official 


declaration, he added that 4 
declaration. ernment and stated that the question of the Levant had not even 


teen discussed at Moscow. 
12. These assurances coming f 
Soviet Government here have natural 
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rom the authorised representative of the 
‘given the two Governments considerable 
u4 


Pee 
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encouragement. In fact, since His’ Majesty's Government made it clear to the 
Syrian and Lebanese Governments that they favour the conclusion of a treaty 
With the provisional French Government, it is largely apon American and Soviet 
support that the two Governments count in their refusal to conclude any agree- 
ment enabling France to retain predominant influence here; and in view of their 
belief in the close identity between British aod United States world policy they 
are doubtful of the extent to which they can depend on American support, 

“13. With regard to Soviet intentions in the future towards, these two 
countries, it is difficult to form a clear or even preciso impression. The Soviet 
Minister, for his part, has on all oceasions gone out of his way to assure local 
authorities and d ustructions are merely to 
watch the loval ng in it, and if the Soviet Goverument 
have, in fact, am eye on these countries he has so far given no inkling of it. 

14. Nevertheless, there are cor d widespread rumours of Soviet 
ambitions and intrigues; that Soviet agents are interested. in the, possibilities 
cof oil prospecting in northern Syria (the Jebel Bichri district north-west. of 
Deir-ez-Zor, and the Derik district in north-east Syria are particularly men 
tioned): that the Soviet Legation. here is employing members of the Armenian 
community to wage a rumour campaign ayainst the Iraq Petroleum Company and 
Syrian Petroleum Company, suggesting that the Syrian Government are getting 
tno return from the Lraq Company pipe-line running through. Syrian 
territory, and that the Syrian Petroleum Company are not exploiting its con- 
trolling coricession in Syria; that the Soviet Goverument are arranging for 
Lehanene atuvdents to teceive scholarships in Soviet universities; that the Soviet 
ttharties hope eventually by arrangement with the Lebanese Government. to 
ae ripoli as a treaty port; that they are proposing to start a shipping line 
teaween here and Black Seu ports ‘3 “pe 

18. While so fae it has been imposible to ascertain how far, if at all, there 

any truth in these reports, one of the out striking indications of a Soviet bid 
for popular favour here is the fact that, since the establishment of the Soviet 
Logations in Beirut and Damascus, there his been « marked increase in propa- 

ida material coinoiding with the appointment of a Tass Agency representa- 
who keeps in freqaont personal touch with the editors of the Arablo papers 
and the local Communist leaders. Some indications of the immense amount 
of propaganda material which, is being supplied fram the Soviet Government 
to the loval prow is provided. by the fact that, while last summer the Soviet 
Soupresse service was averaging about 8000 words a day, it has now risen 
to over 12,000 words a day, Large quantities of books, newspapers and 
propaganda pamphlets in the Russian language are being imported, and 
Fecont ines of Prucda and /zeestiya figure prominently among the copies of the 
Sphere ot Life on bookstalls this should be added the propaganda 
pamphlets in Arabio extolling the life and social conditions obtaining tn. the 
Soviet Union, whieh the Friends of the Soviet Union (with the assistance of the 
Boviot authorities) are engaged in printing and distributing. ‘They are, further- 
more, organising a large exhibition in Beirat covering Soviet activities in cultural, 
Artistic, scientific and industrial spheres, which has received considerable 
Pali, 
16. his in 


eased interest is also confirmed by the little information 
available of tho activities of Soviet agents in these two countries. I haye been 


reliably inforn while up to the end of 1943 the majority of N.K.V.D. 
(Narodai Komitet Venustronix Dyel) agents here appeared to be acting as passive 

wervers engaged primarily in collecting information, they are now taking a more 
active lite. 

17. The foregning muggests that the Soviet Government are not disinclined 
to make their inflnence felt in Levant affairs and may well intend to play a larger 
part in them, In that case does the attitude of the Soviet authorities in opposing 
ny attempt by the French to acquite a predominant position bere betoken 2 
slosire on thein part, as in Persia, to occupy such a position themselves! The 
scale on which propaganda is being carried out at present, coupled with the 
persistence of the rumours mentioned above, suggest that they may eventually, 
should a favourable sitaatton develop, take advantage of the streagth of there 
position and try to obtain the obvious advantages, strategic and commercial, which 
whold over the Levant States would ring them. 

18, ‘The Syrian and Lebanese Goyeriments are not, so far as T am aware, 
tundaly (or even remotely) perturbed by the attentions of the Soviet Government; 
indeed, they are inclined to bo Hattored. by them. But they are far from being 
anxious to adopt tho Soviet systom here, and I feel reasonably sure that if these 
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Governments became convinced that their independent status was in fact being 
tndermined by Soviet intrigues, they would do all in their power (even if it were 
hot much) to frustrate sich intrigues. ‘The difficulty lies, as far as the local 

iments are concerned, in the possibility that, if the Soviet autborities relied 
Ona method of infiltration based on their propaganda and the active support of 
Jo Soviet clement within the country, the proves might hays gue to far before 
the Syrian and Lebanese Governments avwoke to the realisation of the danger by 
Which they were encompassed 

19, "Although in the face of Soviet imperialism they would do all they could 
to dofend their independence, it is still a matter for speculation how far the 
Syrians and Labanese would be prepared to go in enlisting amd even soliciting 
Bdattenipoct tat nev. eidee idee Tak that imiopendenea, Careptined from 

quarter: if, for example, after the conclusion of hostilities and the with- 
rawal of British Tones, the activities of the, French seem . 
xistence; or if they fell that His Majesty's Government and the Fre 
forcing upon them a policy which they adjudged to be contrary to their own 
interests. 

20, On the short-term view it would be poor consolation if, ax a result of 
Such. pressure, the Levant States should open the door to the Soviet Union, who 
Ae aowedly pursuing a policy of their own towards these States, and ahould give 

the pti Wwhich we desired the French to,oocupy a loner vie 
#6 loo he for strategic reasous we attach importance to that group of countries 
Toonely called the Middle Eastit cannot be. in His Majesty's Government's 
Taterests to pursue a policy which would do anything to encourage or assist the 
‘Soviet Union to increase her influence or position in these countries, It would 
Afford hier that free access to the Moditertancan. which T believe it is popolarly 
‘alleged the Soviet Government. js anxious to obtain; it, would bring an additional 
Poweralcnplicating facor into the Baleative question (or Sone propaganda 
inthe Middle Fast has been so far consistently anti-Zionist in tone): and. fall, 
it would conatitute n permanent threat to the Suez Canal and tho safety of our 
ial-communications. with the Indian Expire, New Zealand, Australi, 

‘our Far astern possessions 
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Mr. Shone to Mr, Eden —(Reevived ied March) 
0, 33.) 
i Beicut, sth March, 1046 
ITH reference to my telegram No. 133 of the 2th February, I have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith a translation of the official text of the 
Speech(’) made by the Syrian President before the Chamber of Deputies on the 
2th February. 

2 Certain passages in this specch and in the speech made by the Président 
Pehle tara from Cairo, have aroused lively erticiam in Syria, notably in 

cus, Homs and Aleppo. The principal point to which objection is taken 

is his anertion that the Syrian people would favour a Greater Syria provided 

it was a republic with its capital in Damascus Critics have pointed out 

that the President had no right to lay down the law as to what form of Govern- 

Ment Syria should have, this being a prerogative of the people. The President 

himself told me on the 6th March that he had spoken of Greater Syria as be had 

rae there was reawo to telieve that the Hashimites were intriguing for the 

Sstablishment of a monarchy. He said he boped something could be done to 
Prevent the Emir Abdulla from " poking his nose” into Syrian aflaire 

3. The President's call for “implicit obedience” from the people is 
‘Guusidered unreasonable in view of his failure so far to produce tangible results 
ie bis negotiations with the Frevch, particolanly an the queatian of the Tronpes 
Spéciales. His advocacy of Arab collaboration is considered by extremists 0 be 
‘io substitute for the Arab unity which is their declared aim, And finally, his 
teference to negotiations with the French have been taken as indicating that his 
Attitude has weakened vis-d-eis the French, 

4. Pamphlets on some of these points have been issued by two of the more 
Xtreme political parties in Damascos, and. three lawyers from Homs have 
twlegraphed to the President accusing him of “treachery” in decliring war 
Without having obtained the army (a criticism also expressed, though: more 


() Not printed 











moderately, in the Syrian Chamber), and demanding a Greater Sy 
monarchy." Attempts by the Government to suppress these lawyers had to. be 
abandoned in the face of popular outcry. ‘The tone of the press in Aleppo has 
been almost violent in its attacks on the President and the Government's policy. 
While too much importance must not be attached as yet to these 
uultra-nationalistic feeling, it seems clear that the position of the 
President arid Government has weakened of late. This is due partly to their 
having been some time in. office, the natural fickleness of the Syrians inclining 
to prefer constant changes, and partly to the fact that they have sigaally 
failed in the last few months to " deliver the goods" in their relations with the 
French: not only is there no sign of the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales, but 
the people are tiow told that negotiations are being started for a settlement 
(popularly interpreted as a treaty) with the French, when the Government had 
hitherto, Wit full popular suppor, declared that any such treaty was oUt of the 
question, ‘The Government's handling of the administration dees, of course, 
eave much ta be desired; and the Government can only hope to escape violent 
‘opposition on this score so long as they can rally popalar support bebind thee 
in real of Taoeied opposition to the French. When, as is tow the cate, the 
Government, at our behest, show signs of adopting an attitude of moderation, 

criticism at once and inevitably becomes vocal 

6. “Apparently, in an attempt to appease the critics, the President has just 
audeil two new Ministers to the Government, Ahmed Sharabati taking over the 
Ministry of Education, and Sabri-el-Assali that of the Interior, both portfolios 
previouily held by the Prime Minister. ‘This change has, however, given little 
suatinfaction except in certain circles of Damascus both’ men are’ Damaseues 
and both, particularly Sabri-el-Assali, aro known as personal adherents of the 
President. The Aleppo Deputies this remain unsatinfied and their one represen 
tative in the Ministry, Dr. Kayali, ie reported to be resigning, 

7. ‘The disquieting nature of these developments is that the President may, 
if they continue, before long be in a pesition to plond oither that he cannot 

N the people any more, for example, over the question of the army, or thut 
hho cannot pursue his policy of treating with the Freuch because he cannot take 
the Chamber and the countey with bin. This might be of less moment if th 

personality other than Shukri Quwatli, who could take over in crisis 
with greater hope of succeeding: but there is none in view. 

8. Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister Resident in the 
Middle East. the High Comminioner at Jerusalem (2), and His Majesty's 
Ambausadore at Paris and Bagdad, ; 

T havo, &e 
TERENCE SHONE, 
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Mr. Duff Cooper to Mr, Bdew(Received 2th March.) 


(No, 498) 
(Telegraphic) Paris, 26:h March, 1045, 

N debate on estimate of Ministey for Foreign Affairs in Consultative 
Awambly the 2ist March, M. Gorse, Overseas Resistance delegate, recently 
returned from visit to the Levant, made interesting speech aboot Frenich relations 
with Syria and Lebanon. After usual references to British interference, he spoke 
with gr ess of fall of French prestige in the Levant and of mistakes 
made by ministration there over many years He added situation had 
improved slightly since beginning of year and paid tribate to restraint of Syrian 
Government.” He urged that France, instead of clinging desperately to last 
vestiges of her mandate, should make generous settlement with Levant States, 
welcome and support formation of Arab League and, in particular, should take 
initiative in securing representation of the two Levant States at San Francisco 

2, {a course of his reply, M. Bidault made important, statement about 
Levant States.“ Attitude of France,” he said, " though ill-understood occasion 
ally by certain, Frenchmen, is one of progress, good faith and independence. 
France is mindful of her mission, what she represents in world, of characteristics 
‘of ber thought an of her history, without which her own sons would not recognise 
her. In Syria and Lebanon, you know situation in general terms. We hi 
claimed independence of these States. There are no 
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it ariyone to east/doubt ont her faithfulness to promise she has giver or to 

Tintgine that abe wishes to quibble over execution of this promise." Ax regards 

tepecacntalion of Bye and'Lcbanon at San Francien Conference, he xaid—> 

‘Assembly should koow thal decision, ae i results from informa 

whist Bare Mostor ia rasione ayes craclecead by certain obecarity 
We have great diffcalty in knowing what has boen decided by one. Govern: 
Fecha neater sbecote al hs morose because allferent versions have 
reached us. As you know, France was not invited Hogi opinion about 
Sinn aa statin fo San Franco Canferen Consus 
T am tot in a position to give latest details on this point: but as French 
Government hab. to-day opportunity. to do, something’ to dissipate. present. 
obscurity, Iam glad to make here clear statement > Fri raises no objection 
to presence of Syria and Lebanon at San Francisco Conference, and when I 
folthere T shall be delighted to seo their represeutatives there, if, this is 
Foaiic” 


(B) Weekly Political Summaries. 
{B 5/5/80) No, 37, 


a 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 141, Secret, Syria and. the 
Lebanon, 13th December, IWA.—(Received in Foreign Office, Lit January, 195) 


1 General 

TINE departure of His Majesty's Minister has been made. the occasion, in 
both Syria and the Lebanon. o “ede read and obviously. sincere expressions of 
Appreciation of the services which be has rendered to these counteien during his 
tenure of ollie, aud Unprecedented marks of extoem have been bestowed on bit 

countries. ‘The farewell ceremonies in, Damascus on the Oh, December 
Tucluded a Tunicheon given in his honowr by the President, a. reception by. the 
Taunicipality, during Which the freedom of the city wax conferred on hit, aud 
dinner (the firat_to te yiven for twenty-five years in. the Government Offices) by 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, at which the President, in defianos of protocol, 
Attended 

Tn Beirat on the 12th December the ceremonies included a luncheon given by 

ment, recepliaus by the Chamber of Deputies and. the municipality 
(uring which the freedom of Boirut was similarly conferred on. him), 
dinner by the President. In addition, the Chamber, on the 1th, December, 
nanimodaly voted him ab Honorary Citizen of the Lebanot 
le tone of the speeches made at these functions and of press commit 
fenerally bore testimony to the real sense of loss felt by both Syriana and Lebanese 
AL his departure. ? 

Roports froin all areas stress the vigorous attempts made by French- inspired 
ireles to represent His Majesty's Minister's resignation as being due to French 
pressure on His Majesty's Government, and to convince the populations that 
Gireat Britain has now agreed to give France a free hand in the Levant States, 

"The official announcement in London that no change in policy Was envisaged, 
And the tenor of the various speeches made by General Spears at his farewell 
lebrations, have done something to reassure the people, but uneasiness 
‘undoubtedly persists on this score. 

‘The newspaper report (paragraph 1 of Weekly Summary No, 140) regarding 
‘Greek Orthodax delegation to Moscow has been denied and appears to be at least 
Premature 


& Syria—Damascus. 

Tt has been rumoured for some time that it was the intention of the Prime 
Minister to broaden the basis of his Cabinet by the inclusion in it of several of 
the younger Deputies, the names of Sabri al Assali, Altmed Sharabati and Michael 

lian boing mentioned in this coanexion. The Prime Minister, when questioned 
as to the truth of this rumour, stated that it was correct, but he mentioned no 
ames and gave no date for the change 
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An ugly quarrel occurred between the Syrian Government and, the French 
over the question of a guard of honour af Senegalese troops outside the Orient 
Palace Hotel, where a Franco-Syrian Red Crose ball was in. progress... The 
President of the Syrian Republic, who was intending to visit the ball. refused to 
do so unless the French guard were withdrawn, 
fice on the flloying day, and the President refused to receive Colonel 
foget_ when he called to apologise that evening on the instructions of General 
Beynet. While this affair arose out of a matter small in itself, it shows how small 
‘an incident can upset the existing state of unstable equilibria 
A Bill has beeu passed by the Chamber establishing procedure for summary 
jurisdiction in cases of offences against supply regulations 
the Ministry for Foreign Aifairs bas issued @ communiqué stating that the 
nmient bas officially notified its recognition of Syrian independence. 
have stated their intention of accrediting a representative to the Sy 


6, Sabet Druze 
A French officer, Capitaine Rochat, commanding the 

hahba, ix reported to have spoken in public disparagingly 

overninent and Syrian independence. Demonstrations oc 
following day and the katmakum caused a written mize en demeure to be served 
‘on Capitaine Rochat warning him that, if he did not leave immediately, he would 
bo div f Acting Muhafez, Colonel Oliva-Roget, 
on hearing of the events instructed the Délézué at Soueida to move troops into 
the area, and audertook, if they should prove inadequate, to send reinforcements 
of Senegalese. ‘The Délégué, however, did not immediately act upon these orders 

ul allowed the Acting Muhafex and the commandant of the gendarmerie ak 
opportunity of calming the demonstrators. They were successful in doing so on 
tho understanding, however, that Capitaine Rochat should be transferred. The 


French Délégué ts understood to have agreed in principle to Rochat's removal, bat 
insists that it must be deferred, ws Fretich prestige would sufler if he were trans 
forved immediately as a result Of the presett incident. 

A furthor incident occurred four days later, when a trooper of the squadron 


under Rochat’s command, without authority, stopped and scarched a car which 
ig through Chahba. “Demonstrations again followed in the town 

According to the latest reports, the town ix now quiet, but feeling is running high 
‘and further troable is expected if Rochat ls not soon withdrawn 

‘The Mubafes has withdrawn his resignation (reported in Weekly Summary 
No. 140): there ix goneral relief at hix decision, even amongst his opponents, who 
realsed that the possibility was slight 
amonget their number 


8, Kuphrates and Jesireh: 


‘The Muhafez of the Euphrates is planning to plant about 75,000 fruit trees 
of various varieties along the Euphrates between Teaqga and Abu Kemal: these 
will come the property of the lotal landowners 


M1. The Lebanon 
‘On the 10th December a mi fa gang of six persons 
on Abdul Hamid Karami and hi both received 
uly slight injuries, though their driver was seriously injured ‘and their car 
riddled with bullets from automatic weapons. The driver, despite his wounds, 
managed to drive the car some 7 kilom. (0 the nearest hospital, thus undoubtedly 
the lives of the occupants, The Lebanese Government sent the Vice- 
at and Procureur Général immediately to Tripoli with strong gendarmerie 
reinforcements, and up to the present several persons have been arrested, though 
the assailants have not so far been identified. The town of Tripoli closed for 
protest, but has now reopened. On the 11th December the Lebanese 
imously passed a motion condemning the outrage and calling on 

easures to punish those responsible. 

that the assailants were members of the Mokaddem 
family, who were respousible for a similar attack on Karami’s life during the 1943 
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eketions: one member of this family; Mazhar el Omari, has ever since then heen 
wanted hy the Lebanese gendarmerie, bot _he has always succeeded in eluding 
arrest, id became he had been given protection by an officer of the 
Troupes Spéciales, in whose car he had been seen. This man's father and several 
other members of the Mokaddem family are amongst those arrested. 

The Emir Jamil Chehab, the Director-General of Supplies, is understood 
finally to have resigned on the grounds that he was not bemg supported by the 
Gorernment and was being excluded from their councils on supply tatters. The 
Prime Minister has temporarily taken over charge of the Sapply Department, the 
eflective working of which is at present scrionsly impaired s 

Although talk of an impending re-shaffle-of the Ministry continues, there 
have been no further developments 


(1B 208/5/80) @, 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 142, Secret, 
Lebanon, dated 20th December, 1044.—(Receiced in Foreign Office 
Wh January, 1945.) 


1. General. 

In both Syria and the Lebanon the arrival of Mr. Shone has been engerly 
awaited in the hope that he himself will confirm the assivances already given 
Sprewrning His Majesty's Government's policy towards the independence for 

two States. 

In a sitting of the Syrian Chamber held on the 11th and 13th December 
fie, eation il was brought formar Ae prewented tbe, Bill proposed 

t the only language to be taught for the first five years (in the elementary 
‘chouls) should be Arabic. during the next four yeurs (in the Infermedinte rchools) 
Arabic and French, and during the last two (higher educational school) Arabic, 
French and English. After a heated debate in the Chamber the Bill wax amended 
fp that a foreign language i to be taught in the intermedia ecole and 
“two foreign languages "* in the higher a remult of the passing. of 
thin Bill the amount of French tanght in Syrian schoole wil be ‘considerably 
diminished and opportunities created for an increase in tho teaching. af other 
foreign languages which in practice will almost certainly me ish. The 
final form in. which the Bill was passed leaves no doubt of the Government'= 
and Chamber's attitade to the French proposal for a Convention Universitaire 
‘under the terms of which the position of the French use would aye. boon 
‘maintained and even inct ‘and a considerable measure of French control 
would have remained over the Government's educational programe 
3, Syria—Damascus. 

“There is continued discontent in the Syrian civil service over the inadequ 
of emoluments and the employees of the Ministries of Finance and Justice wre 
‘agitating for higher salaries. The press reports that the Government are 
Preparing a new wage scheme for civil servants, providing for considerable 
Increases in the existing rates of pay. 

1A is understood that the Colonel commanding the Syrian gendarmerie ix 
drawing up, on instructions from the President of the Republic, a scheme for an 
increase during 1945 of 1,000 men in the numbers of the local gendarmerie. 
Colonel Hafiq Azmeh has also asked the Traqi Minister to Syria whether the 
Traqi Government would be prepared to receive thirty Syrian cadets at the Traqi 
Police training school, and he and the chief of police will shortly leave for Iraq 
{to inspect the school and to xtndy police methods there. i 

"Too Director-General of Posts and Telegraph has notified the International 
Postal Union that Syria is now independent and desires to become a: member of 
the union. 


4. Aleppo. 

Local economic matters have heen the main preoccupation and vnrest 
continues to exist about the movement of textiles. At the end of a month's trial 
Of the official regulations by which the local spinning mills were to deliver cotton 











ement who in ture. were supposed to deliver the yarn to the 
mills started to deliver their own yarn direct io workmen 
‘price, thus cutting out both the Ravitaillement and some 

of the middle men, This action has emphasised the bad official handling of the 

problem and has strengthened the general opposition to the present ministry. 

The only event of political significance was the first appearance of an official 
of the Soviet Legation, who on the 11th December attended a ceremony arranged 
hy the local Armenians in honoar of Soviet Armenia. ‘The Muhafes and Allied 
representatives wero present. Speeches were mainly in praise of the Russian war 
effort, the Syrian welcome to Armenians and the early and complete. Soviet 
recognition of Syrian independence, 


8. Homs and Hama, 

It is learnt from Fadeh Bey Atassi that the Government have refused to 
acoept hix resignation from the post of President of the Municipality (sce Weekly 
Summary No, 141 

‘A ineeting of the Homs Armenian Community was held to celebrat 
24th anniversary of their independence. No French or British offic 
but tho Mubafez and Chief of Police were present. Meanwhile the Mabafez has 
reveived a request from the Council of the Armenian Greek Orthodox Church 
in Damas to forbid the Armenian pastor in Homs to exercise his religious 
functions. He belongs to the Tashnak party, which is opposed to the party 
predominating in the Cooneil Chasaber in Damascus. ‘ 

The Greek orthodox community: published their decision to send their bishop 
in Homs, Bishop Djeha, to accompany the patriarch to Moscow in the new year 
Bishop Djcha in also stated to have received a request from the Russian 
mont to give an account of the various properties formerly belonging to 
the’ Home area, nly this is a reference to the achool and religious 

opertics owned 

"ihe textile pa on of thread to Homs is 
low than a tenth of U oped that some arrangement 
can be made to find work for the more desperate cases 


6, Jebel Drwse 


‘The French have now withdrawn Capitaine Rochat from Chabba (eee Weekly 
Summary No, 141) 


8 Kuphrates and Sezireh 

A Bill Was passed giving an ineremes Det cent, o6 the salaries of civil 
servants soeving jn the Jesireh and Euphrates Mahafazate 

‘The four m rly villages of the Assyrian settlement on the Khabour 
have been tleverted for at least 5-6 years. This wax partly because the Turkish 
authorities objected to them being #0 near the frontier and partly because of the 
high mortality of the villagers due to malaria, These villagers moved downstream 
to land at the southern end of the settlement. Since then the lands of these four 
villages, two on each side of the river, have been uncultivated. A move has now 
been made by the Erench to have the for some French sponsored 
agricultural company, Some of the chief* of the Assyrians are also desirous 
of reoceupying these villages or at least of reultivating the land. ‘The Mubafez 
of the sJezireh. has been approached by Comdt. Pommarede, Erench PO. at 
Hassetché, but, has stalled him off for the time being. with the excuse that: the 
‘Tohatchane tribe between Tell Tamer and Ras el Ain has a long standing claim 
on these villages which is.at present being dealt with in the court at Deit-ez-Zor. 
Land which remains unplooghed for over thiee years automatically reverts to the 
State, 60 the Assyrians have uo legal claim to these villages apart from the fact 
that they wore asked to vacate them officially and did not do x0 wholly voluntarily. 
bbubit is regrettable that this good land should not be in cultivation. ‘The Mahafez 
of the Jezireh. would prefer to favour the request of the Assyrians as they are 
hard-working farmers. but he fears that they in turn might come to some 
arrangement with the French and allow them the use of their land. 

Euphrates gendarmerie have now received some 400 British rifles in 
exchange for their existing arms, togetber with 250. rounds per rifle. Two 
more trucks have also arrived, but a third had an accident em route and. ix 
presumably being. repaired. 


© Tribal. ; 
of the present session of the Chamber in Damascus, since it is impossible for 
CORRE og a 
differences between the Baggara and the Kikich have now been settled by the 
Payment of blood money by the latter. 


10. Frontier 

‘The arrival of an occasional Turkish deserter at a Syrian frontion post. is 
quite a common occurrence, but last week eight deserters, including two airm 
And two Customs officials, crossed into Syria. 


ML The Lebanon, 

‘His Majesty's Minister left Beirut for Palestine on the 15th December. At 
4 farewell ceremony held outside 4 Sub-Area he inspected a Guard of Honour 
faounted by IXth Army in company with the army cotamauider and senior Naval 
military and air force officers. Most of the Lebanese Ministers and members of 
the diplomatic corps came uninvited but no French representative was present 

“The keynote of pabite opinien since his departure ie one‘of uncertainty and 
pairs asf the ftare” The publication of rts fom The Times an the 

res, suggesting respectively that Anglo-French relations in the 
Tavint areentoriog os a new pene and that Ar. Shene's tase will be to:pervunde 
the local Governments to conclude treaties, have increased the general uncertainty 
A510 the intentions of His Majesty's Goternment. “The Prime Minister is ngalt 
Peaking ‘of reigning, ‘There ix, however, a tendency: to postpone. judgment 
lantil the attitude of the new Minister can be estimated. 

‘The authors of the attempt on the life of Abdul Hamid Karami have still not 

n arrested despite vigorous efforts on the part of the Government, ‘Tore is 
Considerable dissatisCaction amongat the Karam. adberents. nt tho delay in 
bringing them, 1o justice. 

"The President of the Repablic-has broken an arm through fall in the 
treet and will be confined to his howe for some time, though he is still capable 
of transacting s% business, 

No sucemcsor to the Amir Jamil Shebab aa Director-General of Supply han 

nd the supply, services as coksequently” getting” Talo "an 
anes isfactory. postin, 
Hovernmeat, rte. oficialiy dened. the: statement alteibuted. by ‘a 
Baws agency to their Minisier in London sbortly after hie mrrival,to the edt 
that be recommended a: conference in London 10 discuss. the Palestine question 
‘report mcema, in fact, 10 have bren a fabrication. 
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Eseraces from W eekly Political Summary No, 43, Secret, Syria and The Laban 


dated 27th December, WA—{Received in Foreign Offer, Mth January, WAG) 
1. General, 

Mr. Terence A. Shone arrived at Beirut. by air from Cairo on the 
ist December to take up his post-as His Majesty's Minister to Syria and the 
Lebanon in succession to Sir E. Spears. He was met at the airport by the general 
olicer commanding Ninth army, senior naval, military and air force officers and 
members of the legation staff. On the 22nd December he preschted his credentials 
to the Lebanese President and on the 23rd December to the Syrian, President. 
The usual formalities were observed in both capitals, except that the Lebanese 
President, having recently broken his arm, was obliged to receive him seated 
And swathed in a black cloak. 

There were no public demonstrations on either occasion, but indications are 
that this prompt establishment of contact with the two Governments has done 
something to allay the anxiety which they had been feeling since the departure 


























of his predecessor. ‘The Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Prime Ministers of both 
States toak arlvantage of the formal visita paid to them by Hix Majesty's Minister 
toatrese the determination of their Governments not to conclode any treaty which 
‘would give a pre-eminent position to France 
His Majesty's Minister called on General Beynet on the 26th December and 
was cordially received. General Beynet stated that he hoped. to visit. Paris 
in the nent future as he had not teen home for a long time, and that be had 00 
fresh instructions regarding the negotiations with the States on the Troupes 
Speciales or other questions, Count Ostrorog was, however, expected to return 
from France shortly and might have further news 
ixiety continues, however, to be expressed in both States as, to Great 
Eeltal's fobare ALIN lownria thers, dod’ Unie, anxiety. fe cmmmaatly, Ping 
c&polted by the pro-French section of the press. An alleged message from the 
Daily Mail to the effect that the conclusion is expected of an Anglo-French pact 
arding the Levant, following The Times article on u new era of Anglo-French 
relatione’in the Levant, are examples of disturbing factors on publte opinios. 
‘A Frouich cruiser, the Bmile Bertin, arrived at Beirut on the 23nd Decerater 
on a fourday visit, with Admiral Autoyneau on board. "The French Government 
Ad he Frc uhortos in Beirt ba been previa urged wo prevent an 
Sermmllenhdariar ty de wiabalisc wer oles aks uatap te tole ask 
fo doubt axa result of this, they behaved in the event with the utnoat correctitade, 
paving tina the Latapee Goverment al showing hem bepitaity om board 
Ihe Visit passed off without any untoward incident nnd the ship sailed on the 
47th December catrying with ber the. Letunese ACinister-Designate to. Paris 
And his sal, Public oplnfon seems to have been largely unaffected hy the visit 
The Lebanese Prime Minister expressed to His Majesiy's. Minister his appre 
ciation of the part which he attributed to us in. ensuring Unat the visit passed 
fff without any untoward incideat on the French side 
“The question of press censorship is coming to the fore in both Staten. The 
Syrian Chamber of {he 20th December unanimously voted a resolution calling 
the abolition ‘of taternnl press censorship. ‘They were informed on the 
following day hy the Speaker that this. was insufficient, and that they, rust 
pass a definite law aboltehing the existing legislation on the subject. A law 
to this ofect haa already been tabled in the Lebanese Chamber, and it is expected 
that the Syrian Chamber will shortly follow suit. In the meantime, there have 
Toth States aboat Allied military censorship. In the Lebanon, 
tempts by the reach to cut out articles which had to military 
Se but which they vegarded né derogatory to France or as merely 
Contrary to local French polloy-—(the French censor unsuccessfully eideavoured, 
for example, to forbid the production of an totorview given by General Speart 
to the Sunday Times)-—have resulted 1 local newspapers tending to bypase both 
the: French and: Brith cendors:/all papers have, bowever, vow undertaken (0 
ibunit to British military censorship. because they realise tbat it will tot be 
abised, In Syria, there is & British military censor, bat the Government have 
for several months resisted repeated French tlaums to install 
censor ax well, although these claims were supported by the Bri 
The French claim that nea ret, the Syrian prose ha be pulling constant 
attacks on France. "On the 2tet December the French delegate in Damascus 
‘uddresed a stiff note to the Syrian Government demanding, with veiled theate, 
that these attacks should cease. The Syrian reply, which has not yet been sent, 
in expected to be even stiffer. : 
hfs of both Syrian and Lebanese Governments appear to be in the 
offing. Tt ix reasonably certain that the Syrian Prime Minister has now offered 
Himself as Syrian Minister in Egypt, while the Lebanese Government as a whole 
seem persuaded that they will have to resign early next year owing to progressive 
lack of support in the Chamber 
Tt now appears certain that a Greek-Orthodox delegation will, in fact, 
proceed to Moscow for the enthroniemient of the Rusian Orthodes Patrica 


2) Beonomie 
ig German throst in France has caused a marked rise inthe prices of gold 

and textiles 

3. Syria—Damascus. 


‘The regular autumn session of the Syrian Chamber ends on the S1st December, 
but as many clauses of the budget have not yet been debated, the Chamber is 
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expected to reassemble in extraordinary session early next month. Until the 
bauiget is pase expenditure wil be covered by Donsitines Provisoire 

Op the Isth Decmber the Chamber resumed the debato on the Government 
Arait Dil to pay a 25 per cont. increane of salary to civil servants serving in the 
Enphrates and Jesirck provinces. Several Deputies criticised the bill as being 
tad i principle and as likely toallect the ectency of the Ciyil Service, but the 
Argument that only thus could a good type of oficial be obtained. prevailed and 
the bill was paseed oe - 

The Council of Ministers has sanctioned the incorporation of the Jébel Druze 
ito the Syrian adwinixtratzon to take effect as from the Ist danuary, 1945, 

According to press reports, the Government have devided. to, publish, an 
appeal encouraging retired officers of the Ottoman army to jin the Syrian police 

gendarmerie forvex, the fusion of ‘which into a single security service is 
tiated to be immincot 

The Syrian Goverament, having informed. the D.H.P. Railway that their 
‘grecment to operate the Hejaz Railway in Syrie is terminated as from the 
Us Api nex ae reported fo have et op uno of Goverment fc 
fo takeover the direction and operation of that railway 

Oi the 19th Deceater the Goverament were briskly crtiod in the Chamber 
theanse the Ministry of Finance has coptracted with a Tel Avi¥.Zaonist frm 
for the supply of paper, ‘The Ministry wax blamed both for dealing with Ziontee 
and for indulging i commerce. "At the same sitting the Chamber approved the 
tinderwriting by the Ministry of Finance of a lout of 1 million SyHtan pound 
fora waterworks at Hama 


4. Aleppo. 


The attitude of the public ix reported to be one of expectancy ax regards 
the Hine to be taken by His Majesty's Minister, Anti-treaty feeling in Aleppo 

h because of the very largo minorities and because 
Fronch interests. have buen, well served by_an industrious and very exporienced 
French Dolégué. Furthermore, mic interests largely outweigh politics in 
Aleppo, and it is generally realised that the prosent relative. prosperity results 
from tho Allied, particularly British, ccoupation rather than {tom any measures 

by the Nationalist G 


mills, and on tho 


dixpersed. Shops re wer, and on the 27th Decent 


further crowd was fired on, casualties resulting, ‘The Government's acti 


which caused the trouble appears to be largely due to iocal intrigue and Ul 


‘Sutcome dopends on conversations which ate to take place in Damascus betwoon 
tho President and the spinners 

Local officials of the Finance department atrock on the 19th December for 
equality of treatwent with their colleagues of Damascus, bit their demand was 


7. Alun 
The Syrian President han stated that his Prime Minister has been instructed 
to prepare a Bill for presentation wo the Chamber prolonging by six month the 
Period during which appeals against land registrations may be made by persohe 
domiciled in the Haté area.” ‘This, while not mentionin wan Murehtd, will 
have tho eflect of allowing all peasantry whose land Murshiid’s family is alleged 
tohave filched to re-open the registration cases and, in all probability to obtain 
revorsals of the judgments concerned. i 
The President has also confirmed that, contrary to rumours which have 
teen persistently circulating in Lattakia, his Government will not allow Murshid 
to return to the Alsou 
rench Délégué and politica} officers in the territory have been carrying 
‘ive touring programmes, and the Mohafez, who las no direct contact 
appears to be nervous of the effect of their activities in the mountain 
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11, Lebanos 
So" Geinral” stove 
te seach for the authors of the rocent attack on Abdul Hamid Kerami 
continues. The assailants have delinitly boon ientifed as members. of the 
Mokactdem family, and are auvlerstood ‘now to have escaped io the, Algoie 
rritory where the assistance of the Mohnfer has boon 
their apprehension 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 144, Secret, Syria uni the Lebanon, 
‘rd Junnary, W45—(Recoieed ta Foreign Ufice, Vth January) 


1. General 
HIS Majest 
discussions with interview ia 
the Syrian P cigu Affaite anked whathe 
ply to wsive to the Syrian note of the 7th October, whi 
wst for British arbitration of the Troupes Spéciales question, The President 
mance at the action of France in breaking off 
recment in principle had been reached in July, and pointed 
the neceaity for Syria to have her own armed forces. He made it plait 
preoceupation of his Government wax to remove these 
h control lest they xhould be used in the futare as an 
instrument of aggremion: He indicated that if these Trouper were not to be 
tranafortod the Syrians would be roady to we them dishandet, after which they 
could either raiso their own forces or steengthen the gendarmerie. "He stated 
categorically that the question could not remain in suspense much longer ax the 
failure to achieve results wax weakening the position of hia 
At the same interview the President reaffirmed. with appearance of 
1 of the Syrian Government to consider any treaty 
inent position to France, in_wh 
nimont had the wnanitno 
‘country ‘nsw whole. 


formed Hix Majesty's Minister 
ked his Government whether they 


x os 
ot Syria ter for Foreign Aftaire 
‘ince the conclusion of the Franco-Soviet Pact, shat this pace only concetas Europe 
ad dacs aft tho policy of his Goverment towards the Levant Staten vie 
uDpoet for heir compete independence and w refusal to recog m po-eminen 
postion for anyother Power. Sales Sey 
both Sysia'and the Lebanon there’ are many signs that changes in the 
Cabinet will shortly take place. The Syrian Prime Minister wishes to resign for 
reasons of health but bas twos persuacled to remain in ofc for the omen since 
‘ith the Syrian Minister for Eoreign Affairs iu Cairo the Chamber shor 
into rece and the French authorities in. t 
wonld be illtimed. Discontent with the internal administration, espectally ta 
onomic matters, is growing, bt there is no siga that the proposed the 
Cahinet are in any way a resalt of the recent French pressure, Lufti Haffar and 
Tamil Maran are Botug mentioned as ponhie Prime Ministers 
Tn the Lebanon a Cabinet reshule fs now generally expected to take place, 
atlateat, in themiddle of January. Chief interest centres in whether any Moslem 
‘ther thao Rind. Solh will be able to form the new Ministry. or whether Riad 
himself, despite his londly-expressed ‘desire to be relieved of the cares of office 
‘ll taveribeian allow izell oe be foreed ly citcumstancos, to uniertake tnt 
task of farming his third Ministry 
Ko law to abolish press censorship has yet heen tabled in the Syrian Chamber 
(so paragraph 6, section 1, Weekly Political Summary No. 148) 
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howover, passed a Bill to this effect on the 30th December after # heated 
ith only one dissentient. All speakers admitted that the Allied military 
censorship mnst continue and the terms of the Bill specifically cover this point 


Foreign Aff ter consult 
Brinciple, but substituting for tho suggested proviso & me 
fayoured-nation treatment, which they propose shall be reciprocal 


8, Syrin—Damascus 

Franco-Sytian relations, which were not improved by the despatch of French 
tanks to Damascus aiwultancously with the delivery of a stiff note by the Fronch 
ekgate (ve paragraph 0, Section 1, Weekly Political Summary, No, 143), ate a 


Prewnt very bad, The Syrian Government have replied to the Déligué-Général 
€xpresing aslonishinent at the tone of Colonel Oliva-Roget’s note and giving a 
‘of antl Syrian actions alleged to bave been perpetrated by the French xin 
bor of last year, There acems little or no likelibood of an improvement in 
i unless the French Government and French officials in Syria revert to the 

iliatory altitude adopted by General Catroux a year ago, though the 
‘well doubt whether further concessions would induce such a change 

mart int Damascus ax would lead eventully to a treaty according France a 

leged position. 

‘The Chamber on the 2tst December held a brief discussion on the report 

itted by the connmittee appointed to investigate the scandals in the Ministry 

ply: the Deputios iasinted that the report should. be printed and discussed 

ublicly by the Chamber. On the 27th Decomber a private members’ draft. Bill 

far the creation of a national arsny was read and parsed into committee. At the 

ittings on the 27th, 25th and 2th December the question was rained of the 

0 the present Government of article 92 of the Constitution, which 

‘Minister shall be a member of a board of directors of any public 

company. Dr. Kayali, Khaled Azm and the Syrian Primo Minister all declared 

that they had sovered their connexion with the public companies in which, they 
formerly been intrested, 

‘A draft Bill has boon laid before the Chamber incorporating the Jebel Druze 
into the Syrian Administration from the Ist January, 1945, and giving Druze 
religious courte a legal existence and the right to deal with the matters of Druze 
Personal status 

The Syrian Ministry for Foreign Adaire has announced the appo 
Najib Armanazi.as Minister to Landon, Adnan Atassi Minister to Par 

im Qudsi as Minister to Washington 

"The advice to the Ministry of Education, when questioned by the press as 
to whether it was proposed to institute Government control over foreign schools 

fn Syria, replied that at the tnoment there was no such intention, He added, 
however, that the recent legislation passed by the Chamber on education made the 
Syrian baccalaureate the only legally recognised examination for admission to 
Public offices 
4. Aleppo. 
urbances have continued in connexion with the closing ofthe Moudarros 
find Shaharek mills (see paragraph 2, Section 4, Weekly Political Summary 
No. 143), "The present trouble dates back to July 1944, when the Syrian Gov 
ment sent an official to take over the mills. ‘The project was, however, abandoned 
Shortly. but again in October the mills were requisitioned. "As the official team 
‘were ihable to run the industry it was agreed that the mills should hand over to 
the Ravitaillement a quantity of yarn during a trial month, Only a small 
proportion of this yarn was, however, passed to local weavers, and none of the 
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cheap material promised by the Ravitaillement appeared-on the market. Tn the 
middle of December Mobarsod Khalil Moudarres Renonnced that the wail-awoers 
were not out to exploit the poor, but they objected to partial and inefficient 
Ravitaillement control; and would themselves. shortly provide cheap cotton 
material for sale in Aleppo. Soon afterwards the Government seized the raw 
cottou in the stores of the two mills, on the grounds that the mills bad take 
action within the ten days’ time-limit regarding a claim for some £Syr.2 million 
income tax 

There is little doubt that the dispute chiefly arises from the enmity existing 
betweon the Moucarres family and Saadallah sJabei, President of the Chamber. 
bat the latest information received is that an agreement has been reached in 
Damasous which will enable the mills to reopen. 


5. Home and Hama 
Khaled Agha Darwish Barazi has retarned to Hama after a two-year 
internment in Kamaran for wheat hoarding. 
The first pilgrims returning from the Hajj arrived in Moms during the week. 
They are reported to be full of complaints about their. tre 
coremonies in Mecca, and to be expressing resentment against King Ibn Sa 
the slackness and corruption of bis Administration, in particular as regards the 
appalling transport situation from Jedda to Mecea, the constant extortion of 
petty cals rowte, and the filthy condition of the sacred wquare round the 
ake at which Woy pecfoon thelr prindipal devotions. They report ais Liat 
there is considerable unrest among the Sandi population of tke Holy Cities, and 
much complaint agninst the King both behaviour and finane 
rapacity; that very fow Shia pilgrims attended the ceremonies 
to the execution last year of a Shin for allegedly defi 
according to Korani¢ law, thix execution has been proved to be illeg 
taney his been assensed against the King at t 15,000 gold pounds 
Whavever the Truth Ixhind thewe sorien, thay point to a considerable antt-Sandi 
propaganda 


MU. Lebianon. 

Tn the Chamber op the 28th December the Government was attacked for not 
having Yet passed the budget. ‘The Minister of Finance explained that the budget 
had been held up by delays in the promulgation of the Income Tax Law and the 
new Land Tax, a ns for exeeuting which were in pocess of elaboration 

‘The first inktalment of ESyr, 2 million in respect of arrearx of War Profitx 
Tax was duly paid over hy the Lebanese merchants on the 26th December. The 
‘other two instal hs interval 

scording to the Chief of Gendarmerie, the members of his force a 

becoming increasingly dincontented with their salee of pay, and all h 
applications to the Government to secure {ncreasea have been left unanswered. 

Considerable activity has taken place in clerical circles'aa a result of the 
suggestion that the Maronite Patriarch should convene an episcopal congress to 
discuss Uhe genoral position of Christians in the Lebanon, with special reference 
to the Alexandria Protocol. Opponents of the Government have been active in 
tudvocating the suggestion, in the hopes that resnlations embarrassing to the 
Government would be passed; bt the latest information suggests that the more 
influcntial archbishops have persuaded the Patriarch that the congress would be 
harmful to Christinn-Moslem relations and would therefore be inopportune 

‘A decree appeared on the 28th December organising the Ministry for Foreign 
Affuirs, It appears to have been quoted textually from a European model 

‘The Preatdent, who is still il, was obliged to cancel his nsual New Year's Day 
roveptions. General Bevnet received ‘the French colony and Friends of France " 
‘ca large reception atthe Residence inthe afternoon 

‘The assailants of Abdul Hamid Karami have still not been brought to justice 
and some of them are thoaght to have fled into the Alaouite. territory 
Gendarmerie have been displaying great energy and it is thoaght that their efforts 
will eventnally succeed, 
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Briracte from Weekly Political Summary, No. 145, Seeret, Syria and! the 
Kebanon, 10th Janvary, YS {Rteceived 27th January) 
EGeneral 
(ON the 7th January the Lebanese Prime Minister, Riad Solh, tendered is 
Fesignation to the President of the Republic, who accepted it and charged 
Atal Hamid Karatal with the formatiaa of the new aintstry 
Tt had for some weeks become obvious that the Government was unlikely to 

survive mach longer in the f iy growing opposition bith inside 
and outside the Cha Mat public dissatisfaction at the 
failure of the Gove stant, fise-in, the cost of living, 1 
dlect economies prove the standard of ‘of the Administration, 
To addition, # substantial section of the Christians had heen pars 
Government's oppouents tha. the Alexandria, Protocol, which the 
hhad signed, would place the Christiane under Moslem domination 
fi a wbole' wax in'Tace, ready for-a change, though the inmodiate cause o 
Government's resignation was undoubtedly” iatrigne amongst Depatics 
Majority of whom had decided that their personal interests. would be 
fered bya ow minintry anions to gain ert chan by oe which had now teen 
in pawer for what, inthe Lebanon, ix roganded as a long. period 

Power for-what, in the Leta cnaidered strong. and fs particularly wonk in 
administrative experience. Tix comporition was us follows 


Prime Minister, Ministries of Finance and Defences Abdul Hamid 
Karami (Sunni) 
Vico Presidant, Ministries of Commerce and Indastry; and Ponts nl 
Telegeaphs: Nicola Ghown (Greek Orthodox). 
Ministries for’ Foreign Affaire and Justice: Selim Tacln (Greok 
Catholie). 
stries of Supply and Agriculture: Dr. Jamil Talbouk (Druze 
and Felacation: Wadih Na 
tks, Health and Public 


the 


Oi the morning after the formation of the new Government Selim Tac 


‘The French authorities were not consblted and took no part in the 
re api aarrosodeh te fall of the oid Govemiaogt atthe formation 
Ithough they and their agents had undoubtedly played a part in 
nging about the downfall of Mind Solh by a sywlematic campaign of 
misreprescntation and of mag n of the Government's failings. - Abdul 
Hamid Karami likewise made nd the President 
soniined himself to, enquiring pri atin neste 
ald be objectiopable to His Majesty's 
Would te bjectionatcae has bec me in the mater of the rarining of the 
endarmerie. The Governments feel Uhat the Fronch are deliberately with: 
folding their agreement to a further «upply of arms in order to aware that the 
Cantal Governments will be unable to enforce internal weurity without calling 
We 'hrench ascistance. British military anthorities rogard the issue of additional 
errr ten automatic weapons as a tnatter of real urgency from the sscurity: aspect. 
Further, representations in the matter have teen made to London by His 
Majesty's Minister. 


2, Keononic 

Total purcha, for the period the 2ird-2 December amounted to 
432 at Muy average of 48" tons. which brings the total purchases for the 
1944 crop wp to 173,070 tons. 


8. Syria—Damatcus 

‘The political situation hae not changed: The Prime Minister, chough 
anxious td resign, will probably remain in office until the Chamber has gone into 
feowe at the ea of Jaauary. The Minister for Foreign Affairs left for Cairo 
be he Int January and the various portfolios held by him were temporarily 
taken over by the Prime Minister, who way thus temporarily in charge of six 
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ministries. Owing to the delay in conyening the Conference on Arab Uni 
Cairo, Jainil Mardam Bey has since returned to Damascus 

‘The Judicial Committee of the Chamber has been studying the draft Bill on 
the formation of an army, bat during the week reached the conclusion that it 
Was useless to go further withoot ascertaining the views of the Government. ‘The 
Syrian Prime Minister, therefore, attended one of the meetings of the committee 
and stated that the Government were thinking of resuming discussions with the 
French on the basis of the immediate cession of 5,000 Troupes Spé 
Syrians, as had been previously agreed, and the’ subsequent hatd; 
the rest by stages until the end of bostilities. He sai hat it was impossi 
for the Government to obtain arms from the Allies for the formal anew 
army and expressed himself in favour of the principle of conscription as a means 
of raising additional revenue. 

Orderly organised demonstrations in favour of the formation of an army 
took place at the beginning of the week in Damascus and in the other principal 


"The first sitting of the extraordinary session of the Chamber, which was 
originally xed for the 6th anwuary. was postpotted until the 13th, leaving only 
een ays for tho discussion of the hulget. which, maist be ssa. ty. the 
ary: otherwise the draft budget submitted by the Cabinet will, 
‘according to the Canstitation, bo enforced hy presidential decrer, ther becoming 
fave without the agreement of Parfiament 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The milla partially reopened ow the Oth January. Alou al the taxation 
claima have boon paid, but the question of a 20 per cent. fine is still under 
consideration: th nt Is in procem of returning the cotton: which it 
has seized. 


6, Jebel Druze, 
The Bill incorporating the Jebel Druzo community (n the Syrian State, after 
tho abrogation of ite administration and financial autonomy, was passed in the 
Syrian Chamber. A further Bill has been passed under which religious courts of 
the Druze community are given power to decide cases of personal status. in 
‘conformity with Druze custom, 
he publication of these decrees ix reported to have given great satisfaction 
ygnt Uhe Druze, 


7. Alaouite Territory. 
‘The Mohafer of Lattakia believes that it may be possible to make the port 
important commercial harbour after the war, serving Aleppo, the whole of N 
Syria and even Mowul, It was thought thai the late Director of Public, W 
in Damascus would be a suitable man to visit Latakia and draw up plane for 
the work of enlarging tho port. No action, however, was taken ax tho’ Mohafer 
understood that the Syrian Government had hopes of securing the services of m 
British port construction expert. Meanwhile. French naval treutenant has been 
to Latakia recently, taken a number of soundings in the port and informed the 
Mobafez that it would be a simple matter to obtain the services of a capable port 
expert from France. 


U, Lebanon. 


ment in the past few day th 
politcal diseutsiona 


ogress 
becomes, operative ae from the Jat January, tot ¢ 
required is still far from ready. The passing of the 
further postponed. : 

M. Selim Tacia told » membe 
Minister, bad called on him to 
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12 Pres 
ee Pree eas baling org. mosiantal vat. 
The Syrian press expresses satisfaction with the Prime Minister's statement 


rom the tone of the Lebanese press that 
Ste : The rit 


as by the MES. has been reported 
press tion ‘of Cabinet. Ministers 
Tainaining their interests in commercial <nte 
ibe mectings of the Ara Preliminary mnie jn 
in the poe and Arab unity is again bing discussed 
hernia fa the Zionist question has almost completely solwided 
Tha Serian decision to enlarge the port of Lattakia has lxen. prominently 
aay ‘ Z v1 e by the British 
= ne question of a treaty with France, the statement mado by the Britis 
Minster Weddent, Audie East, has aroused interest. 10 geral the attivade 
Of the Tevant States press remains unchanged = cotplote independence and no 
any y pursned by 
“hn Aleppo Armenian paper has made an aii pursed by 
Major-Cicnefat Spears ex-British Mininter in the Levant 8 am ape 
that the article in question was inapired. 
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Secret, Syria and the Leben, 
Rstracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 48, Seert, Syria a 
frat Sanaa, ISAO theceieal te Foreign Oe, Ah Pebraary) 


1. General. 

A slight increase of tenaion became 
bien nal vera of a arong speech del 
Syrian Chamber on the 1 


perceptible in Syrin during the Week, 
. dam in the 


that the ‘Troupes 


16 Government would not conclude # treaty with France because 
ame sh Coes rl aoa cle 
bem the Dass of equality without proference or privilge. The specch was 
Probably designed suinly for inter consumption; a change of, Govarament is 
Brey see ay et an nak a Natl ae 
Sse nea he an a gh et ft 
fa i ler fm a cain ge 
‘army in all the principal towns of Syria and came from the most moderate of al 

the ian leaders, it aroused considerable comment ; An 
ere have been no definite incidents betweer ¢ French and either of 
States’ Governments except for a somewhat unwise protest Vy, General Be net 
(Sacatt Ue 2 aot ee ay No. 142 of the 20th December), which 
SSeS. PSE ea 


‘expecially th 


ck of say progress in the m 
Ihe fue of Sem and motor vehicles for dheir gendarmerie 
‘serious clash sooner or later © ot, therefore, be ruled out. 
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The Lebanese Government hs not yet inued its oficial programe; ot i 
expected to adopt the same foreign policy as its predecesor, whale emphaseing 
its intention to remedy defecta in the internal adwhinistration. Veiled astacke og 
the now Lebanese Ministry have already bogun in the newepayer coatedied by 
Riad Solh, ee is ck = the Government will have to face formidable 
ex-Ministers who seek to return to power. a 4 3 = 
© “Recognition of the Levant States by ‘Turkey sceme no nearer. ‘The vist of a 
Turkish “delegation to discuss an "exchange of, aotes for the nrtie 
came to oe ‘cone pe that the Turkish Gover 

annexation of the Hatay, nw well af ght to ones schon for 
the teaching of nd to ha or their national to the, Mi 
have ow requested His Majesty's Government tome thet inligncs ee toa 
‘urkiah Government to accord the recognition Without inking Wreith ses oes 
‘of the annexation of the Hatay, to which no Syrian Chamber would ever consent 
in view of its commercial importance in North Syria. 


2. Boonomic, 

‘Total purchases for the 1945, amounted to 
248 tons, a! daly’ average of al porches or the 
1044-48 crop up wo T7AIT8 tone 


3, Syria—Damaxeus, 
‘A Workers’ Conference, to which all the principal tow 
in Damascus on the 12th January and passed a nutaber 
these were political, including demands for tho independence 
country, the creation of an army, institution of an Arab Workers 
Congress, while others dealt with internal ‘llsirs, sock uo, ivdoets 
insurance against accidents, the li m of hours and the 
condi work, 
Te has been announced in the press tha 


eavo Syria will henceforth be granted by th ideas 


rot Générale, 


4. Aleppo. 

Thore have been further demonstrations in the districts 
demanding the formation of  natio formation. is that the 
town is pattially closed for fear om there haw been a 
etnonatration against the Gover ‘a ban on the pub 5 
the prem of cortain stories concerning local Ravitaillement irregular ti 


5, Home and Hama, 
Il no sign of an alleviation in the economic situation in 
where half the weavees are still idle or aei-emmplayed for lack of threads ac 
vile numbers of the weavers continue to leave the city for workin Palestine and 
a, 
The investigation ordered by the Soviet Government into. Russian-owned 
properties in Hom has resulted ina “*nil" return’ Tt appears that the Tarleh 
“ ot allow foreign Governments to make purchases of property te 
n name, and the purchases in Homs were made by a Ruscien heetect 
rocity called ‘The Imperial Beneficial Society, while the tile dees of th 
properties, now valned at-about ‘£8. 180.000 were lodged im the herte cf tte 
reek Orthodox Church,” Tt has teen ruled that these ro helo catnip 
Greek Orthodox Community corre! aaa 


8, Buphrates and Jesireh. 

Demonstrations against the Government broke out in Deit ez Zor towa 
‘end of December following the announcement of the proposal by fiefihecteted 
{o increase the salaries of those officials working in the Euphrates and Jesireh who 
Ss nat natives of these areas. The flag of the Ara Rebelion was reported to be 
carried by some of the demonstrators, and speeches, mevtings and Lelecrame 
sreeae ot ators, and xpecches, meetings and telegrams were 


Métariste sources in Dei e# Zor report that the French officer commanding 
of the company there has asked his men to apply for French nationality, which 
‘will ensure greater permanency and more pay and promotion, The response 
Among the Méharistes is stated to te negligible, but a similar offer to the Troisitie 
Bataillon du Levant is thought to have had greater results 


9. Tribat 
‘There has been a sharp outbreak of hostilities between dat and the 
Shammar. No oficial details are yet available, bat the latest 
raid by the Agaidat took place on the 13th January at Tehaib, 5 kilom. east of the 
Tragi froutier north-east of Abu Kamal in retaliation for a Shammar raid earlier 
in the month; that it was led by Abdul Azix el Hiffel with a forve of about 2.000 
horsemen; that a camp of 25 Shammar tents was completely looted together with 
800 camels, and that atout 30 Agaidat were killed and considerably more 
Shammar, including women and children. ‘The Shammar are reported to possess 
machine guns Mohafer has received 1 of extra gendan 
from Aleppo. 


M1, Lebanon, 

Selim Bey ‘écla, who’ Bad been Lebaiene Mintitor for Fore Aftait ince 
September 1045, and’ who, was the coly thember of iad Boll's ( 
fetain his place in the pewly-formed Mipistry, dled upexpectedly of h 
00 the 10th January. His funeral the next day was attended by all Allied 
sentatives except General Beynet (who is atated to have born ill). His 
the Ministry was filed by Henry Pharaon, a rich tanker related to the Presid 
End's constvent supporter of Uo present Ségize, who la however, an iRvct 
Dalicial Intriguer; be i indeod genoraly Uncut to have ben mally reopouuibe 
Frbrioring abot the fail of the proviogs lottrnment by marshalling opposition 
to Hind Selb umongst Deputies at tho behest ofthe Presiden. and his prewnce 10 
the Ministry is likely to increase internal oppenition to it 

Th eiggeation of u contercace oF Chreatan prelates tinder te piwsldeney Gt 

Maronite Patriarch was finally shelved at the inxtance of thore who feared a 
Tecrodescence of ( Moslde fricuon, but to subeuutlon te Pactarch 
Felcbroted the annivereary of bie ecthroseecot on the T6Us dcwary by’ a large 
trowd at Dkecko. "Speeches delivered were for the two part ud/ne, hat the 
‘usual reaffirmation of the devotion of the Lehane Christiana to France was 
made 

“On the same: day the’ Commninat party Wald'n niast meting fo Retr, ai 
Which the priocipal Comountatleedbrs spoke” ta addition “to eulogies of 
Communist ‘principle and’ coodexnation ef Toiciaa,”speahery strom (he 
determination of the party wsipport Lebanése Intiepeitlesce und conden 


Zionism. Criticisms were made of previous Lebanese Governments fort 
having suppressed profiteering or granted their rights to working classes; and 
some speakers exhorted the Lebanese to maintain their friendship with France, 
‘on the grounds that the new France differed from the ald one 


12. Pres 

‘The Lebanese press, in the main, welcomes the change of government, but in 
doubtful whether, in view of the complex nature of the problems to he solved, 
Abdal Harid Karami can succeed where his predecrssor failed, 

The Damascus press is insistent on the immediate transfer of the Hejaz 
Railway from French to Syrian control. x z " 

General Spears's alleged remarks in the United Kingdom ou the two dangers 
threatening the Arab ‘world—Zioninmn and French insisionce on a treaty—bave 
been prominently reported, The pro-French Arabic press and a French-language 
Paper have commented sarcastically on these remarks 

"The Lebanese Arabic press utters a warning that the Greater Syria plan is 
inspired by Zionists with a view to Zionist expansion 

‘The French-inspired papers have made capital out of an article entitled 
*“Brance-Angleterre'” written by Sir Edward Grigg in August last. One 
French paper urges close Franco-British co-operation in view of the tremendous 
power of certain" Leviathan" States. On the question of a treaty with France 
find the transfer of the armed forces, the Syrian press remains adamant; no 
treaty and the transfer of the armed forces to Syrian control, failing which 
will form ber own army. 



































The nationalist papers express satisfaction that King Ibn Saud has 
‘suthorised the signing of the Alexandria Protocol in his naree 

‘Both the Syrian and Lebanese press announce the forthcoming arrival in the 
two Levant States’ capitals of Turkish missions to discuss Turkish recognition of 
Syrian and Lebanese Independence, 

‘The Syrian press welcomes the appointment of M. Othman Kassen as Syrian 
press direotor, vice Dr. Shakib Jabri. 


18: Enemy Wireless Propaganda 
the Free-Arab Station said that General Spears had 
he third danger th the Lebannon—the Maronite 
jays worked for Bren n over the Lebanon. 
On the 15th January, the Free-Arab Station praised Henry Pharaon as a 
“ brilliant Lebanese leader "* who has always opposed French colonisation of the 
Lebanon, 
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Kutracts from Weekly Political Summary No 147, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
2400 Sanuary, WAS-—(Received Bai February) 
General. 

‘THE week has brought a sharp increase in tension between the Syrians and 
French, mainly over the question of the tranafer of the Troupes Spée 

lowing Jamil Marva is speech. in the Cham 

13th January, orderly student 
other Syria ing for the a army, but in some cases 
shouting logans, ‘There were few incidents, but the French took 
certain military precautions to defend thoir isatal ‘and their delegate at 
Damancun on three xuicceesive tion to the people 
remindi 
armies 


diplomatic representa 

very stiff note to the French de 

the streets of Damascus. On the 

in Damascux, ‘The Chamber also bs ‘on the budget estimates for a 
ional army, during which several made violent speeches demanding 

the tranaer of the Troupes Speciale and vealirming their determination not to 

conclode any treaty with France. Jamil Mardat, ax Government spokesman, 

Was comparatively rasonabl, and late ‘ated that he still bad 

hopes of obtaining French agreement to, ‘Awa result of this, the 


Chamber finally passed a unanimous relation calling on the Goverameat te take 
over what they described as the French command "* at the 


earliest opportunity, a for the purpose’ they then 
resolved to continue the present extraordinary semion after the Stet January, 
mies it was dae tons, CA in ord ok p the Government up to the mark 
on this question. The preen has published several strong articles ome paper 
Gioting Mr- Churchill's” tuatement on the Greek question’ to tke acct ekores 
independent State has right to a national army. and that he disappy 
pfiyate armies, ax supporting the Syrian thesis oer the question of 
g 
Tn the meantime the Syrian Government have addressed three more notes to 
General Beynet, the first reiterating their previous demand for the ‘Troapes 
Spéciales and aking for an early reply; the second asking that French repre. 
sentation in Syria should be placed ‘on a diplomatic basis, as was that of the other 
‘Allied nations which: had d Syrian independence; and the third replying 
to.4 French protest aguinst the passing of the recent Syrian Education elon 
Bill by stating bluntly that this was a matter of purely internal concern, adding 
that the French proposals for a university convention were unacceptable as being 
fan infringement of Syrian national ayvereignty, 
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General Beynet to prevent any of the defensive military measures which the 
French authorities might take from assuming an appearance of intimidation 
sides have indicated their desire to avoid a clash, and the Syrian President 
Stated that he bad asked the students to retarn to work 
‘On the moro general treaty issue the Sprians have on severi occasions 
Fstated their categorical refusal to make any treaty giving France 1 
tion, 


wate $ 
those States and Great Britain. It would, however, seem clear that some at 
least of the Syrian Ministers are coming to the conclusion that a complete refusal 
‘00 Uheir part to discuss outstanding questions with the French will yet them 
Bomber, avd are therefore considering the possibility. frat pot them so 
goby the Iraqi Foreign Minister, and subsequently recalled to their notice by the 
rican Minister, of themselves getting out a draft treaty for presentation to 
the Four Great Powers. Their view, however, still appears to be that satisfactory 
olution of the Troupes Spéciales question must precede any discussions on the 
treaty issue, and that in any case they could not consider making any concessions 
40 France which they could not also make to the other three Powers. 
‘Tho now Lebanese Government faced the Chamber for the first time on the 
January. ‘The socalled National group of xputies compesing most at 
former supporters of Emile Eddé did not attend, but sent « spokesman to 
explain that their abstention was caused by their objeetion to the Ministry having 
composed on party lines. The Prime Minister, in s disappointing speech, 
declared that the new Government. was not a. party Gaverument; he expressed 
‘onfidence that France would fully abide by her. promise to the Lebanese and 
Assured the Chamber that one aim was to safeguard Lehanese independence, 
After a short debate a vole of confidence was passed unanimously by the thirty 
‘even Deputies present. The new Foreign Minister. M. Henry. Pharwon, has 
issued a statement to the press declaring that his Government would follow the 
Mame foreign policy as their predecessors, and that this would never. vary 
Whatever difficulties had to be faced. 
‘The Turkish Consul-General in Beirut has asked the Lebanese Government 
to me thei go fics with a view wo promoting a stletent between Syria and 
lurkey over the terms of the formula by which Turkey is to recognise Syrian 
i lence (see Weekly Political Summary No. 146), 

Migr. Alexandros Tabs Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and all the 
East, and two of his archbishops, left Damascus by B.O.A,C, airoraft on, the 
18th’ January for Tehran on his way to take part in cho enthronement of the 
Patriarch of all the Russias 


Syria—Damascus, 

‘The demonstrations on the army question (see "* General" above) were wild 

for Damascus and were entirely coined to students and schoolchildren, The 

tion did not participate, and appears #0 far largely indifferent to. the 
Bie The Chanibeof Depaties, howerer, is clearly solidly behind the Govern: 
Ment in the stand they are taking. The French authorities, so far ux can be 
Andged, have done little which can be described as provocative, though. at one 
Lime it! was reported that the troops in charge of French military installations 
had orders to ‘at the slightest provocation, 

Apart from the army issue, the Government's position is not strong and up 
0 forty Deputies are now said to have teen pressing the President for a change 
of Ministry. Present indications are that the President has been left a free hand 
fo make the change whenever he considers the moment opportune. 

Foor sessions of the Chamber have heen held daring the week to discs the 
budget estimates, The debate on the army estimates has been reported above. 
‘On the 20th January a motion to abolish the President's free disposal of his 
funds and to place ‘these under the respousibility of a Minister was wholly 
defeated, On the 2nd January, on the estimates of the Ministry of the Interior, 

Chamber abolished the credits proposed for the salaries of the French 
advisers, and also defeated a Government amendment that the services of oertain 
French " technical advisers ”” should be retained. the 25th January, on the 
‘Sstimates of the Ministry of Justice, certain Depnties criticised the Government 















































for not having abolished the Mixed Courts. On a further debate on the estimates 
of the Ministry of National Economy, one Deputy criticised the O.C.P- on the 
remarkable grounds that it kept the price of cereals uneconomically low. The 
Fesponsible Minister merely advised that the question should be ‘brooght up 
when the Ministry of Supply estimates were debated. 

‘The Chamber has also decided to send a telegram to General Spears thanking 
him for his defence of the Syrian cause. A similar telegram will he sent to the 
House of Commons. 

The Chamber has also voted 
proposed Arab Propaganda Burean 

‘The Syrian Posis and. Telegraphs Departm 
telephone system connecting the Presidency, th 
ment offices. Tt is proposed eventually to dapl 
throughout Syria. ‘The existing telephone system ia run by the French military 
authorities and the purpose of this new development is to ensure Government 
communications daring times of political erisin 


*8.500,000 as a first contribution towards the 


have installed a private 
Ministers, and certain Govern- 
ate all important telephone lines 


Aleppo. 
A further demonstration took place on the 20th January by stadents in 
favour of a national army; speechos wncomplinentary to the French were made 
and some leaflets distributed denouncing the idea of a treaty with France, 
reminding the people that Franco had gone back on her previous promises and 
blaming the French for having handed over the Hatay to the Turks 
«Tho local press, with one exception, hax continued to criticia the Government 
‘and the unpopular Ravitaillement Department 
‘Tho filature on the 2nd January twzan to sell S-moteo lengths of cotton 
material at less than 40 por cent. of last week's prices to-Impecih 
of ‘ravitaillement cards. Tt in intended that 100,000 such. packe 
sold in Aleppo, after which males will continue i the surrounding: dist 


Homs and Hama 

Further demonstrations took place i Homa by « 
creeds in favour of a Datioual army. Most of the spocches we 
bat there were no dangerous developments 
were of more erions nate and the. age 
French ambulance was attacked with stones 
Spécinles was mistaken for a Vrench office aud soverely manhandlod:, an atte pe 
by one section of the mob to attack the S.A. ollice and the Trouper Spteraie 
barracks was prevoated by the wiser couteely of the lenders 

Tin reported that Heltsi Atsss, the Toms Deputy, a Monarchist and leader 
of the Government Opposition element, ix proposing agais to tint. the Bore 
AAbdullal in Amman ih order to dixcuss the question of & Syrian movarehy. He 
{s said, however, to have been warned hy Saadallah slabri that he will be acveated 
if this vinit te made 


anti-Fren 

Tn Hama, however, demonstratio 
nained closed for two days. A 

4 Syrian ollicer of the Troupes 


Jebel Druze. 


Colonel Oliva-Roget vinited Soucida, where he is reported to have complained 
to the Mobafez of his close connexions with the Syrian Government and 10 have 
urged him not to forget his oldest and most sincere friends, the French. Colonel 
Oliva-Roget subsequently visited the head of the A‘assali family and, in answer 
to a question put to him concerning the army, is said to have declared that there 
‘was no question of handing over the Troupes Spéciales to the Syrian Government 
as long as “a foreign army ” was in occupation of the country 


Alaouite Territory, 


Recent demonstrations in favour of the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales 
has resulted. in some tension between meimters of this force and the local 
inhabitants, and there have been a few minor incidents 

51h wee, Mohiafes considers that the soldiers are unnecessarily rongh in dealing 
with civilians and are not sufficiently controlled by their French officers, but hes 
instructed the gendarmerie to exervise restraint in dealing with them and to tse 
the minimum force necessary to keep the situation under sontrol 

Contact between the Mobafez, who is an exceptionally level-headed and able 
|, and the local French déégué has now virtually ceased to exist. Thy 

lack of liaison may cause difficulties in case of serious trouble in the fatore 
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No further developments regarding the union of the Alaouite ‘Territory 
lithorities are encouraging certain of the Alsouite leaders to mainain a policy 
of separtism. 


Tribal. in 

(see Weekly Political Summary No. 146). After diseussi between U ae - “fe 

of Deir-ez-Zor 3d the, Dékegné ‘one top of rhe ines have, proms 10 th 

Meee aa at adaatate transport, Ubey. Wil be abo to do tis 
te down in some inhabited locality 


Shammar 


es eat of Abu Kemal between 
cr an the Katmahaty of Abn Kemal, accompanied the 
Taphats gendarmerie ao Foch lero tn Conte 
alfigares of casualties an lootings have yet been received 
“eteded t battle area between the 


Bedouin, bat no 0 
Traqi mobile police are now reported to be patrolling 1 
ribes with armoured cars 
soe Tf adeuate atin taken by the Tra aborts the trouble may remain 
localised, though it is probable that if the Amarat sn Leng should join with the 
Shamma, other xemi-sedentary tribe in Fast Syria, ach a the Bagarra and 
Afadla, will give belp to the Ageidat 
Sheikh Mohamed ef Faraj of the Ws 
early visit to the British Consul in Aley 


has returned to bis tribe; he paid an 
sxpres his gratitude for good treat 


P 
tment and his intention of helping in any way possible, 


. . . . 


Lebanon. 
Great interest is being taken 
n connexion with the Tro 
os in general. ‘The Syrian Foreign M 


the Laiaaon in the present excitement 
‘Speci question and Franco-Syrian 
ister paid en oficial vt Hee 
RFanuary with the object ef showing Syriaa-Lcbaneso collaboration 
nding the now Goeramet to appt tv the Syrian in te rept 
fentations they have recently adkdresied ta the French. Whilst in entire sympathy 
ith the Syrians, the Lebadeee Government seem to consider that in the prese 
ustances the Leb should leave it to <4 ea take the yo 2 
With the French ad should eontett itself with showing passive support 
SOPIRG Tes Government ie dlolaring’ tb ‘sna! eow broom ieee ahd 
ator of corrupt oictals are stated to have been atrested ax result of the Prime 
Hiniste'scrqulic tno the workin of he departieni. Conference on wap 
fand internal wecurity have heen held, but no. important measires have yet. been 
issued. ‘The removal of internal press censors) ro Cee G Tumba, Shae 
pers to publish more oF lesa open strictures on Tad Solh nd ether members 
tie cutgodng Ministry and to ask for enquiries into alleged abuses committed by 
ring cir veror of ofce. 
a eket coticinan of the recently pal toe tax a ithe Tbanon have 
fcveral papers. ‘The lay fe characterised a oppressing the poor an 
Tetley off he ich de demande for ve rovcen Have te nde to the Brie 
nice "The in i# not 90 Tar as ie Known, yet being execated. 
Miniccil Hamid Kara's socamion re wl nt lage and the gedidarmerie ate 
no nearer making. any arrest 
erates anlanintmael hee ae waked ae 
Hamid Karami's formation of the new Ministry, and the French appear to be 
chenuraging the Christians o believe hat the Karaini Goverument eaunot last, as 
the Christans of the Lebanon, particalarly the Maronites, are unwilling” ta 
mapport it 
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Eatract from Weekly Political Summary No, 148, Secrét, Syria and the Lebanon, 
ES Blst January, 1943.—(Receired 22nd February) 

THE appeals for calm made by the Syrian Government to the students were 
Suugeeful in preventing any recurrence of demonstrations in Damascus from the 
25th to 29th January. “On the 28th January the students of Beirut, appareatly 
inspired by emissaries from Syria, staged a demonstration which caused the town 
to close; Tripoli and Sidon closed om the same day. There was no disorder. it 
Beirut, apart from a slight fracas at the French school, the principal of which 
endeavoured to prevent the students from joining the demonstration. On the 
20th January there was more serious trouble in Soneida, where all the windows 
of the Fronch Club were broken, and the crowd at one time appeared menacing 
towards the French, Other demonstrations took place on differeat dates in Homs, 
Hama, Lattakia and Aleppo, News of these incidents was largely respoosible 
for a recrudescence of demonstrations in. Damascus on the 0th Januey, bat 
‘things returned to normal on the following day 

There was no lessening of tension between the French and the Syrian 
authorities, Count Ostrorog’ saw the Syrian President on the 27th January 
had. to listen to what appears to have been one of the strongest expositions of 
Syrian grievances against the Freneh yet to be pt to the Fretich authorities. 
reply. Count Ostrorog complained, of Syrian insults to. France. He later 
expressed the opinion that negotiations between France and Syria could not be 
started in the existing atmosphere. 

Hoth the French and the States authorities seem, however, convinced of the 
fcensity of taking all possible steps to. avoid incidents which, in the present 
highly-charged stato of the atmosphere, might result in a serious clash. The efforts 


Gf His Majoaty’s Legation have been directed towards pressing both sides to 
dap, wd 


leratio 
utterances abroad have done nothing to ease the situation: 
Sir 15, Spears's lecture before the Royal Empire Society and other public state 
ments have infuriated the French and. their supporters. but have, oo. the other 
Dand, drawn a telegram of thanks from the Syrian Chamber 

‘approving articles in the Nationalist press of both States 

ungracious fefereney, at a press conference in Paris, to 

between France and the States, have similarly provoked Nationallat opinion, 

ix particularly incensed at his asertion of Franco's determination to. retai 
pre-emfuent position, 

Rumours have begun to circulate repurding the state of health of the 
Lebanese Provident. Tt will be remembered that in mid-December be broke his 
arin; whilst still suffering from the sleeplessness caused by this accident he had 
to undergo, the strain of the Lebaneso ministerial reshulle; and directly after 
the formation of the new Miniatey he sufleted the lows of his life-long friend and 
collaborator, Selim Takia. For the last fortnight he has been conlined to 
‘and haa boon nnable to attend to any business ot to receive any of hin M 
and. it, in being ftooly sid that he is suffering from a form of melanchel 
80 acute nx to have affected his reason. Since the Lebanese Constitution does not 
Provide for any delegation of the President's powors of aigualure in cirumstances 
Taeh.as Mien jor legislation can take. place antl fe is fit to rename work. 
It has vow heen decided that he shall spend two or three weeks recuperating. in 
Palestine; if at the ond of this period he cannot resume his functions, the Counetl 
‘of Miniators will be obliged to take a decision ax to what is to be done 


Syria—Damasous. 

Abdul Rahaman Hagai has presented his letirs of eredence as Egyptian 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Prosident of the Serian 
Republic on the 21st January S 


Aleppo. 
sncigllt, feneral situation deteriorated during the week, though no really serious 
incidents have as yet occarred. 

On the 26th January. at the Mosque services, there were speeches demanding 
the army, but the demonstrations that were expected to follow were prevented be 
the Syriiy authorities: On the following morning. however, many scheab 
paraded the streets and some of the shops closed. ‘There were shouts againat 
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French and 2 few for the British: a separate Armenian grog was reported Lo 
have shouted for Russian help. On the 20th January the students started to 
threaten shopkeepers that they would suffer uniess they closed, and mast of the 
town sed’ barnes, thus berating, many undesirable elements from their 
ferieal pork: Esfrts wero ty monde By toe caacute atop eo traareay wavcee 
The Frooch had guards ready iuade tortain of Usir buildings bat teen were 
kept out of sight and did not have to act 


Homs and Hama. saa tes id 

Half-hearted demonstrations continued during the week in Homs and the 
sags were partially closed. In Hama there were no further demonstrations, 
Printed pamphlets were posted over the town signed "* The Students of Syria. 
‘The most interesting of these contained the well-known phrase of the late Emir 
Faisal = "* Independence shonld be taken, not given.”* 


Sebel Druze. 
Demonstrations in favour of @ national army took place in Soneida on the 
20th January. when school-children and older students, joined by some 200 of the 
general popalation, marched to the Serail, where the Mobafer made a. spooch 
promising to transmit the wishes of the population to the competent Syrian 
Authorities. ‘The demonstrators then proceeded towards the house of the Fretich 
Délégué and em route stopped at the French Officers’ Club, the windows of which 
‘were broken by stones. ‘The demonstrators were driven hack towards the Serail 
by French officers and French-commanded Druze troops. Shots were fired. into 
the air by both French troops and by gesilarines stationed outaide the Serail, and 
later some of the demonstrator broke several windows in Uhe French Delgut's 
0 nericts canualtios were report i 
news of those incidents reached Daas the President of the Syrian 
Republic ordered the Druze Deputies, the Inepestor-General of Gendarmerie and 
the Director-General of the Ministry of the Interior 10 proceed stumediately to 
Souoida and to uw their influence to calm the population, A further manifesta 
tion tok place the following day, but the demonstrators dispersed without 
incident, i ; 
‘The French Deélégué placed guards on all French installations ad howe 
‘oceupied by French personnel 
“if setlons disofders occur elsewhere similar troubles. may bo expected. in 
Soucida, and subrequently elsewhers in the Jebel Druze. There is undoubtedly 
strong feeling on the subject of the army, bot the Druze are unlikely to play a Jone 
hand unless their own interests are iminediately at stake 


Alaouite 
Further demonstrations for the handing over of the army took place on the 

27th, and 23th January and assumed an openly anti-French tone. Although wo 

incidents have yet taken place, their likelihood ix increasing. 


Buphrutes and Jezireh 

Interest in the Communist party continues to grove, though there are no 
indication that there is any direst Russian sponsorship,” Conditions of life in 
the area are feudal and the Central Government enjoys lite popularity, since it 
hax brought no obvious advantages to the Euphrates and ezirch areas, which 
is therefore ready to accept a new, and successful, political system. 


Tribal 

‘Asa result of the measures taken by the Iraqi Government and by the Syrian 
‘and French authorities, no further clashes have taken plice between the Ageidat 
and the Shammar. The causes of the clash, however, will not be removed until 
such time as a settlement takes place of all outstanding claims between the two 
Lim . . . . . 
Lebanon. : 

The Lebanese Prime Minister has made no secret of his satisfaction that the 
Lebanese should have manifested sympathy with the demands of the States 
Governments for the transfer of the Troupes, Spéciales. His Government has 
addressed a note to Colonel Beynet asking that the transfer of the Lebanese 
‘Troupes Spéciales shoold take place as soon as possible; a farther note asked that 
French representation in the Letanon chould be pat on a. diplomatic basis. The 
despatch of these notes obviously followed the visit last week of the Syrian 
‘Minister for Foreign Affairs 















































The Lebanese Government, though recognised as well-intentioned and bonest, 
is being attached not only opesty by the egular Opposition but covertly by Riad 
Solh and his partisans, who maintain that Abdul Hamid Karami’s ministerial 
declaration was too weak in tone and that the Government. isnot capable of 
defending the cause of Lebanese independence. Riad Solh himself, whilst 
ontwardly prepared to encourage and support the Government, is obviously 
anxious o return to power atthe earliest posible moment and may be expected to 
spare no efforts to that end 

‘A communiqué published by the Lebanese Government on the 25th January 
announced that all Lebanese in foreign employ must within two mouths register 
their names, occupations and rates of pay with the Ministry of the Interior.» The 
ommunigné refers to the Lebanese Nationality Law, under which Lebanese 
accepting employment under foreign occupation without permission are. liable 

te deprived of theit nationality. Tt ts underatond that the Government's 
ation is merely to obtain a record of auch persons and to reserve the right to 
tako action against thei if the occasion arises 

Th press roports that the Soviet Minister has visited the Prime Minister 
in order to diacuss a project for sending Labanese students to Moscow, Kiev ard 
‘other centres of education in the USSR. 

‘The Government have canculad u decree pase by their predecesnors which 
prohibited the transport of all foodstuffs within the Labanon. ‘The prohibition 
Te tnaintained ax rogards the transport of food-rtufls beyond the frontier 

The tei ilarmes vent to Tripoli after the attack on Abdul 

wg withdrawn, with the exception af 100 men whe are to 
be posted permanently at Tripoli as & special rewrve, The Mobafex of ‘Tripoli 
thas, been i with his opposite number in Lattakia in connexion 
w an ankeel that the local leaders in the Alsouite territory 
be approached with a view to assisting in the seaeeh for the assailants, 
free distribution of cloth ix to be made to local orphanages and workmen's 
jons in Teipoli by the directors of the Arida mills, 
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Extracts from Weekly Potitical Summary No. 149, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
; 7th February, WA5—(Receieed 38th Bebraary.) 
General 
THE statoment issued by tho Fronch Council of Ministers after. the 
meoting of the 2nd February to the eflect that France was responsibl 
intornal security in the States caused a teeurtence of large-scale demonstrations 
throughout Syrin on the ath February, ‘The Syrian Government continued to 
preach calm, and after two more days the towns returned to normal: 
josty's Minister to the 
Syrian Minister for 


had no inetrucions from the Fremct 


‘or so, He advled that, in his view, t 
outstanding wiatters was for a representative of the Syrian Government to go to 
Paris in order to convince the French Government on the spot of the Syrian point 
of viow. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, however, felt that it, would be better 
for the French Government to put their proposals first, as a visit resulting in 
discord would only make matters worse 
Rumours about the state of health of the Lebanese Président have continued 
toccirenlate. He left for Tiberias on the 14th January for a period of complete 
rest andl reassuring bulletins have since been issued announcing that he is rapidly 
ing; there are, however, some grounds for believing that these are over: 
optimistic. No special arrangements have been made for dealing with major 
‘business during his absence, 


Syrin—Dumaseus. 

Reports current in Damascus on the 4th February that the Syrian Govern- 
mont had resigned proved to be unfounded. The Prime Minister had, in fact, 
apparently pressed for his resignation to be accepted, but the Government ha 
decided that in the present tense state of relations with the French nochange of 
Ministry could be envisaged. 

‘On the 20th January the revenue side of the budget was passed, including 
additional taxes imposed to meet the expenditure of £8.15 million’ under the 
army vote. These incinded additional taxes on kerosene, benzine, entertainment, 
‘damp dues, portal services, cigarettes, sugar, electricity, cattle and a new poll tax 
to be applied on men between the ages of 30 and 40." ‘The budget was finally 
Approved, four members only having voted againat it 

‘The first sitting of the extraordinary session took place on the Ist February. 
A suggeation hy the Speaker that the House should adjourn for fifteen days was 
tiot well received vernment was invited to make a statement regarding 
the army jam, in reply, stated that they were making every 
endeavour to assure that the result desired by the nation should be achieved, and 
‘added that, if the Chamber would continue to give the Government its confidenice 
for a few more days, he hoped that he would have good news. Tn a secret session 
lator in the day it i reliably reported that a demand was made that the basis of 
the prevent Government should be widened; the Prime Minister ix said to have 
replied that he and his colleagues had considered this, but. were afraid lest an 
Change should be interpreted as a sign of weakness, Referring to Genera 
do Gaulle’s recent declaration oa the subject of French pre-eminent position in 

tor for Foreign Affaire raid that the Goverament had already 
position to any 


Iraqi Govoenment is reported to have replied favourably to the Syrian 
t's suggestion that Syrian nationals whould attend the military and 
Patios scot in rag 


A delegation of Syrian university students will shortly leave for Traq and 


A group of inw students are expected to leave for Egypt within the next few days 


‘The technical adviser to the Ministry of Education has stated that the Fatuwwa 
{Youth movement) will be included ia the school curricula for next year. 

‘On the Slat January the President gave a luncheon-party in honoar of Soltan 
Pasha Atruh which woo attended by the Deputies for the Jetel Druze 


Aleppo, 

‘The demonstrations and excitement in the town on the 20th January died 
away more quickly than was generally expected, but the statement of the decision 
Of the French Cabinet hax catired canixiderable resentment. It is noteworthy that 
thy Byrn have taken spa cave to emphasne Chin ant Mle warty 
in their demonstrations, and, though rouch sympathy for the French exists among 
the minoritics, this has not fen loudly exprewed, 

‘The French ax a whole have shown sensible restraint under provocation in 
revent days 


Homs and Howe. 

Tn general, the situation in Homs and Hama has remained tense and 
demonstrations by Hadents have continued, though there have been no actual 
clashes between demonstrators and French representatives 

‘The abcikhs of the two towns are reportetd to have decided to attack the 
French should the occasion arise, but to have declared that they, would not, act 
under Government orders, preferring to place themselves under Fawwaz Shaalan; 
they catimate that they could raise. some 10,00) armed men. with seventy 

matic guns, 


Jebet Druse, 

There have been no further demonstrations and the area is at present quiet, 
Soltan Pasha Atrash has visited the President of the Republic and is thought 
to have urged him to sanction a national revolt, which he (Soltan Pasha) would 
he prepared to lead. The President rejected this proposal, but is reported:to 
have told Soltan Pasbs that, if the French had not given way on the question 
‘of tho army before the 20th Febroary. he would summon a conference of national 
leaders to decide what action should be taken. Meanwhile, Soltan Pasha is said 
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to have been instructed to return to the Jebel Druze to direct a campaign to 
foster disaffection amongst the oficers of the French-commanded Drtize squad rons. 
‘The civilian population 1s woll armed with rifles (a large proportion of which are 
British), submachine guns and possibly a few machine guns, and the situation 
ust be regarded as potentially dangerous, for, apart from the danger that the 
French may themselves provoke a clash, the possibility cannot be ruled out that 
Soltan Pasha and the Atrash clan may disregard the directions of the Government 
and devide to raise a revolt themselves 


Alaouite Territory, 

On the Sth February fighting broke out inthe Jobit Burghal area, home of 
Sulaiman Murshid, whose followers are fighting the men of Hlassan Abbud and 
other Alaouite chiefs of the Mhelbe area: It is reported that this state of affairs 
has followed two visite to Inmfatih, cbief wife of Sulsiman Murshid, by 
Lientenant Berge of the French Political Office on the instructions of Captain 
Boussiquet. The facts are not yet clear, tut by pure chance a British major 
cArtying obU a route reconnaissaice of the road to Jobit Burghal two hours ot #0 
behind Lieutenant Berge was stopped at a road block of stones by about tea 
armed Alnouites. On finding be was British, the men allowed him to pass. I 
view of the recent French advances to Alac jefe and the differences of 
‘opinion between the Déligaé Adjoint, 1: nel Gauissot, and his 
Political Officer, Captain Houssiquet, which la ied In the resignation of 
the former, trouble in the area was expected 


Lebanon. 


Beirut ropidly returned to normal after demonstrations of the 28th January, 
and « further demonstration announced for the 
On. the ard Fo 


Mr, Churchill's wo 
that evory Stat id "not. approve 
of" privi * (translated as '* Troupes Spéciales ), and applied them to 
the prowent situation in the Levant States. After the ‘Prime Minister had 
announced that the Goverdment had set aside €Leb.5 million for the expenses 
of an army and worm continuing to press the French for the transfer of the 
Lebanese Troupe Spécial, the Chamber, by « unanimous vote, expresed ite 
support for the Government’ policy in regard to the settlement of the Troupes 
Spine and all other questions outstanding with the Frene . 
The bye-election in Mount Lebanon to fill the vacancy in the Chamber caused 
by the desth of Selim Tuola will take place early next month, and various parties 
‘aro already nominating candidates. Firat in the ficld were the Phalangists, who 
enioral secretary, but Riad Solh is understood to be oppo 
groutids that theit present hostility to the Alexandria Protocol shows 
that they are not good Lebanese Nationalists; and it is possible that the 
Constitution party my ako prelace a candidate, Tt ts therefore likely chat 
this unimportant election may provide a forum for general and embittered 
tspeitiout of the rival political tBeorice in the Lebanon, © ; 
Communist leaders in the Bekaa are reported to be maintaining close contact 
‘with the French through the Sireté aux Armées 
Mazhar Omari has recently been in contact with the Foreign Minister and 
Colonel Noureddine Rifai in Beirut and it is probable that, baving quarrelled 
with the Mokaddem family, he will shortly surrender to the authorities together 
with other members of bis gang and will furnish the gendarmerie with infor. 
{uation which moy ultimately lead to the arrest of the assailants of Abst Hamid 
erat 
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Estracts from Weekly Political Summary, No. 150, Secret, Syria ond the 
Lebanon, 1th February, Y945.—(Received 23th February.) 


e return of the President of the Syrian 
Republic from his visit to Jedda and Cairo, and for the past week there has been 
hoctant tall in both Syria and the Lebanon. It is freely hinted that as a 
fof the President's discussions with King Abdul Ariz and with Arab 
Statesmen in Cairo the Syrian Government will shortly be able to release good 
news. In ad ‘while no official statement has been made concerning the 
Fesumption of nogutiations with the French, rumours have leaked out, and in 
Consequence the students have been persuaded to refrain from renewing their 
deronstations efor the 20h Febronry om the surface therefore all appears to 
‘quiet 
"The Lebanese President is still in Tiberias; a. bulletin issued on the 
10th February, stated that his health was improving rapidly, and it is known that 
hig hins signed & namber of decrees on routine matters. On the other hand, no one 
‘Outaide his own fatnily has seen him since his departure, and the Lebanese Prime 
Minister has stated in confidence that according to his information the President 
‘eannot be expected to recover for two months at least, The Government seem, 
however, content to let the matter drift for the moment. $ 
“The Syrian and Lebanese Governments have issued communiqués in similar 
terms replying to the reported decision of the French Council of Ministers regard 
ing internal security of the Levant Staten; they state that the Lebanewy and 
ian Clovernmenta are alone responsible for internal security in accordance with 
the provicions of the figwedin Jaly 1044. and add that no other 
thority has the right to interfere in this matter 


the period the Int-7th February, 1943, amount to 326 tons, 
ong, which brings the total purchases for the 144-45 crop 


It n Aleppo that ihe local orp prospects are good, althongh 
unfavourable conditions may still serioualy affect the ultimate erop. 


Syria-Domascw 

sman TO Eesident accompanied by Moyen, Bara Sereary neal, Issn 
inglich ‘Chal de ocean und Captain Daphivtans, ADC, left Damnsens on the 
Atl Veivruney:in-airoratt provided by His Majesty's Government for Jedda: Ue 
Hews of har departare Was conmanicated to the press Uhe same day in-an official 


searching questions by the De 
Out a strony case that the 0 


ne to transfer their allegiance; thie last alternative was fraught with 

wer, and it was of vital Importance that no disturbance should take place Ho 
reminded the Chamber that tho Allies had qiven assurances that the rights of 
Syria would be respected. He added that the Government wero confident that 
they could rely on the full support of the other Avab States. The Chamber then 
adjourned until the 20th February i 

“Jamil Mardam Bey, Minister for Foreign Affairs, left Damascus for Cairo 
on the 12th February to represent Syin at the Cairo conference of the League of 
Arab States. LM 

Dr. Najib Bey Armanazi and his stall left for London on the Sth 
Ik js telicved that he will be accredited to Poland and. Czechoslovaki 

hanese Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign A@airs and President of the 
Parliamentary Committce for Foreign Affairs visited Damascus on the 
Ah February when they are reported to have discussed with their Syrian opposite 
‘intaters the question of the army, the forthcoming meeting of the Arab League 
find economic relations between Syria and the Lebanon. 
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ATeppo. 

The town has remained quiet during the week; one reason given by the 
Mobafes in his appa (the Student to Feira ty work was that opponents af 
Syrian unity were describing their protests and demonstrations as being made 
against the new taxes for the arny rather than against the retention of the army 
by the French 

The Moudarres Filature continues to sll cotton the poor at much 
ander market, rates, Distribution hae extended ewn to Damascus, always under 
the President's patronage 


Homs and Hama 

Homs and Hama tetnained closed during the first part of the week, but partly 

‘on tho Oth Februnty, following a report that negotiations were going of 

in the Hedjax and in Catto on the subject of the Syrian army. The town has 

remained out of townds to French troops daring moat of the week, and asa Test 
there have been no incidents 


Jebel Downe 
On his roturti to Soueidae, Soltan Paha is reported to have advised the more 
important notables to be patient, at least for the Lime being, and a demonatration 
plinned for the 10th February did not take pl 
Tho French Délégné has assured the polit 
of drafting Sengalese troops into the area, 


Ataouite Territory. 
The fighting. in the sJobit, Buryhal area (rev Section 7.of Weekly Political 
Summary, No. 140) did ot sproad to other arvas of the lebel Alaooite. On the 
th February Colonel Bonoot, the new French Déligod Adjoint for Lat 
called on the Mohafez od sending. the mountain 
jrrovent further blood Mohafex refused, explaining that he had.) 
endarmes advanc and was contilent of taking obit and ervshi 
the rovolt. Nevertheless on the 10th Eebeuary three French companies in lorries 
with fve armoured cars were wnt up. arriving in Jobit on the same eventing. It 
the carly hours of the 11th February Commandant Risa, the oficer commanding 
the Prench foree, sent word Lo Muhammad All f the Gendartnerie 
to the effect that if the fe WoUld cease fire the French would see that 
the rebela also dd. ‘of the Gendarmerie accepted, the fight 
stopped, the Gendarmerie withdrew and the French vocupied Jobit and. the 
ponitions previously held by the Gendariper 
The Mohafea of Lattakiais convinced that the followers of 
wot ated on and prov with arms hy 
Government, teen 0 nua Teparted. which support 
thin theory vention. of the French 
that as a 
‘open revolt against. Govern: 
ment, forces received protection. fre-Breuch troops ~ 
Hix Majesty's Minister and General. Holinew discussed the incident. with 
General: Beynet and all agreed that m Britis Syrian comminsion of 
‘coquiry should be set-up to investigate the caves leadinye up to the incident and 
the steps tobe taken to provent any repetition, His. Majesty's Consul in 
Damascus pressed: the President af the Council of Ministers te-agree 
tion, but Fares Bey maintained that th cat ta the Syrian 
tnent was not the incident itself bi ention of the French tree 
he held wns con nd duly, 1944. He handed 
the previous day to General 
objecting to the interference of Captain Boussiquet, the Freach Political 
Lattakia and members of his staf! and asking for his removal 


iain 
The: Lebanese delogation to attend the Cairo Conference of Arab Foreign 
Prginr erg gepnenrh opener pmctentceme npr oly 
Foreign Affairs, two 3 Salam and Absallah Yai, and two 
wgintrates, The Minister for fairs, before leaving, stated 
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that his intention was to propose to the Congress the following three suggestions 
for the statutes of the future Arab League :— 
(0) that ang signatory shall have the right to withdraw from the League at 
any tine 
(W) that the decisions of the Leagne shall not become operative wriless they 
have been unanimously approved by all the merabers of the 1 
(© that each independent nation forming part of the League shall h 
ito conclude treatics with any other State, provided tha ich 
Ireaties are not unfriendly towards the other members of the League 


tion made to the London press by Camille Cliamoun ciiased 

Extreme Christian efrcles seized on one phrase 

which implied that signa rotocol enuld not conclude 
with other Power int of the other signatories, and made 

hostile com: overnment, under the inflnénee of the 

Aflairs, who hax roceatly bee pver-ansiooahioss 

10 placate these elements, on the 7th Febranry jas niqué denying that 
this version of Chamoun’s declaration was correct precipitate netion 


the Government has been bitterly oriticined by National ctrole, aiongat which 
Chamoun's prestige hag risen high. An abusive article in the French controlled 
tiewspaper L: Orient, which has earned that paper ie sdepension, hat alo aroused 


pmipathy for Chamoun 
It We reported from Bekaa that_an_aitempé Ja being’ maade” to fohat x 
nie ing inapived by the French 
Political Oth ftience of the Na}jate and. Parti 
Popalaire Syrion partion 


(B 1687/5/89) (uy 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary, No. 191, Seeret, Syria and the 
Leebanan, ist Bebruary, WA Received 9th March) 
1, Generat, 

TITE Syrian President, whose return from Cairo had been eagerly awaited, 
Arrived at Mezza airport on the 18th February with Saadullah Bey Jabri in at 
aitcraft provided by he United States Goverameut, atid ceived by members 
of the at and Diplomatic Corps an 

e made a specch in which he referred to his disciss 
Farouk and with leading Arab states 
Topresentatives of the Great Powers, He said that he had received a 

upport for Syrian sims, bat that the way: might be long; and be caliod 

obedience from his people. Mix specch was widely reported in Syria and 
the Lebanoo, and while it has done little to allay appreheusions about the future 

events it has on the whole had the effect of discouraging any suggestion 
Of precipitate action by the Syrians, The President is expected to visit Bagdad 
in the near future 

‘A sitting of the Syrian Chamber of Deputies was held on the 22nd February 
At which the Government ware questioned concerning the transfer of the Trouper 
Sprciales. The Prime Mini iswering for the Government, asked that the 

Depiities should ren low the advice of the President to take 
itate action. 

to the effect 

ee of the Levant States did not 


In the 

articles expressed varying degrees of criticiem; one paper 

ed the declaration as proving that Great Britain did not envisage any 

Sort of control over the States, Int other papers reproached the British Govern 
meat for Inck © at Britain had no right to 
(31836) x3 
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use the States as a bargaining counter in her relations with France or to make 
secret agreements at their expense The Communist newspaper, Saut HshShaab, 
declared roundly that Great Britain was failing to support the States’ indepen 
dence, and that their hope, therefore, could only be placed in the U.SS.R. Fears 
have been widely expressed in conversation that British policy was following 
the same lines as in 1919-20, and that Great Britain intended to Jet down the 
Lovant States by withdrawing her support from them in their struggle to achieve 
liberation from French control, in the interests of her relations with France 
Although the multiplicity of statements abroad on the Levant States during the 
past few weeks has confused public opinion to such an extent that this new 
is not regarded too tragically, there is no doubt that confidence in Great Britai 

5, for the moment at Yeast, been shaken and the prestige of pro-French elements 
enhanced 

‘The Lobanese President is still in Palestine, and reassuring watements as 

tw his improvement are still being made. It is understood that le has been able 
not only to aign but to disens certain decrees taken down to hin by His Ministers 
for his consideration ; no indication has, however, yet been tade as to the date 
‘on which be may be expected ta resume his functions. 


2. Keonomie 

‘Total prrchases during the period 8th-15th February, 1945, amounted to 
286 ions, a daily average of 36 tons, which brings the tal putchase for the 
M445 crop up to 174.862 tons 

On the 18th F 


compared with 
ure. Th 
Jocal feeling. 


3. Syria—Damascut 
hore have been no student demonstrations or strikes and the situation 
returned more ot iw oy norma ithe somercil aaters a i the Suge 
hows, however of lathes in the Lattakla area tetwecySuleiran Morbid 
‘mupporters and their opponents, and the subsequent unsolicited 
the Troupes Spéefules fae nection 7 of this reper 
tion in Syrian Government circles, and the 
dlisuaded by the British authorities from 
Goneral”Reynet. Theas incidents, serio may “welll have. an 
unfavourable effect on nay nogotiations Between the French aad Srian authorities 
Laudable restraint, however, was observed by the Syrian authorities we for ae 
the proas wi being restricted to statements that differences 
between two families had rere in the Lattakin Mfoutaent which had called 
for the intarvention of the Government, tut that the situation was tow under 
‘Dr, Nazim Kudi, Syrian Minister to Washington, and M 

: 10 Washington, and Mr. Advani Atassi 
Syrian Minister to Paris. left Damascus on h Februas 
Syrian Mina is left Damascus on the 12th February for Egypt to take 

Tho conclusion of an Traqi-Syrian trade agreement ix reported 
1s is also the Traqi Government's request for six additional Syrian doct 

‘The Totuwwa (Youth Movement) draft law has heen mpprocel he dhe cy 
of Ministers. Invitations to the Students’ Congress the Ate of which hes toa 
fixed for the 20th July, have been sent to the Lehanon, Egypt, Lnaq and Palesiee 
nod, Girsk Ontos Patriarch arrived in Namasny on the 16th Fel 
after, his visit to Mancow for the enthronoment of the Trinh of all 


the press, 


hi 


4 Aleppo. 
Aleppo has been qoiet durin the week though the journey 
President and the arrival of General Catroux i Beitue tne gasersty een 
‘muoh interest and speculation. Incidents in the Alaouite territory (parcgrants ¢ 
Of this report have als been much Uscusud, and the French acts senna 
sousiderl to haye ees incorrect and is reseed. pigere ad 
¢ vist of a certain Najet Kassab Ti ass was made 

for Commutist meetings at which it was toported that ike meme nese eae 
Government's ravitaillement administration came in for speial cilia 
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5: Hom: and Hama. 

No further demonstrations have taken place daring the week except for a 
short-lived strike of the Tajliz in Hama on the 13th Febranry 

Villagers of the Keilani and Azem villages west of ‘the Ofontes 
demanding protection or failing that arms. A raid by Alaouites: has been 
reported from the Ain ol Kroum area in which two vil to have 
been killed. 


6. Jebel Druce 
Colonel Oliva Roget arrived at Sooeida‘on the 15th February’ an 
following day reviewed the Druze squadrons. He aubsequently addre 
oilers and aco and is reparted to have thanked: them for their loyalty to 
France during the recent disorders, and to have stated that the tranéfor of the 
the control of the Syrian authorities was under digctsssion, butt that an 
tion was not to be expected, be adked thern in the meantisno to snaintain 
ude of cali. He concluded by aunouncing that increases inp 
‘consideration in Paris, ¥ 
‘olonel Oliva Roget asked Captain Hamad @ Atrash, cousin of the Rmir 
‘Atrash, about the morale of the Draze squadrons and the extent to swhich their 
loyalty to France could be relied upon in the event of i ‘ion breaking 
the leadership of Soltan Pasha, Captain Max 
Colo! Oiiva Roget that the worale of the iyuadrons war low 
feuld not be relied upon to support the French canny in any aspen whi } 
the Druzes were involved 
7 Alaouite. 
ypment. in the situation in thie Tobit Borghot 
Re. 160, section 7) though all reports state 
that fraternisation ix taking place becwoen. members of the Troupes Spéeiates and 
Murshid partinans aukl hat the latter, indlated by Prench support, are actively 
canvas ‘he nipport of other Alaouites, French forcex retain at Jobit 
and. another company arrived on the TSch February. The bulk 
fendarinerie forces are At Meten eat of Qerieha, where they were withdrawn 
Bfter the intervention of the Troupes Spéciales 3 
‘On the 21st February His Majesty » Minister and the’ Ariny Commander, in 
the conte of Tong conversation with thr’ President of the Republic, pe 
gree in principle to a Tripartite Commivaion to enquire inte the teecht 
Alaouite Territory (ae parageaph 3, wction 7, Weekly Political 
nts however, tiaintained the attitude that 


rot want any enquiry into the cause and origins of tho trouble (which might 
ave revented that Suleiman Murshid had been detained for oven months 


enquiry, into his depredations), ‘The 
cation of all important lain 
noral Beynel 


although a deputy, without any 
President was rgd to arrange jon 
against Murshid and to discuss the a 
‘tho called pon hitn later in the day. He Pronid etl that Frenich 
troopa would be withdrawn at once and t ortly. afterwards 
The General may have agreed to this action im view of the possibility’ that. the 

st facts concerning French encouragement 


Of n separatist movernent 


8. Kuphrates and Jezireh. 

Daring the past three weeks there have been demonsirations on five occasions 
th mpport of independence in Deit-er Zor, but these eame to an end aft 
the Mohafez Sed Fehenary had published novices oalling on the people 


% Tribal. 

‘A joint report by the Kaimakam of Abu Kamal and the Commandant of 
the Raphrates, Gendarmerie has now been received giving details of the 
‘Ageidat/Sharnmar clash referred to in a previous Weelly Political Summary 
Teappears that the Shammar Kiroma under Sheik Jenalel Gait were 
camping at-a place called Mghailit, some 20 kas. from the Syrian border inside 
Traqi territory. On the morning of the 12th January they were attacked by 

TW). Ageidat footmen and horsemen. The Shammer Khrossa lost 
ftmongst which was el Sharahi, son of Sheikh Jeunah el G'ait, and 
iit 70 were wounded, about 30 tents looted and 125 camels taken. |The 

a0 dead Ageidat have been found in the neighbourhood. ‘The bodies of 
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the Ageidat were found naked with their faces turned towards the ground, 
many of them having received several bullets or had their heads cut olf by a 
sword. Only one Ageidat was wounded 
The report adds that as a result of the killing of a gendarmerie corporal by 
amar during their raid against the Ageidat on the 7th January, the 
horities had sent two armoured cars to investigate the matter at 
cncampment. It so happened that the arrival of these Lio 
armoured cars coincided with that of the Ageidat raiders 
withdrew but the own, took: part 
report concludes by saying that the Shasmar are believed. to 
return raid against the Ageidat, and in the circumstances it is in the interests of 
the two Governments to expedite an early settlement 
‘The Mohafez is reluctant to recognise that be has French forces to thank for 
puttin ¢ tribes apart, and has informed 
the Political Officer that, once he is sure th uthorities are maintai 
heir armoured car patrols, he will ask the French to withdraw their forces 
has applied to Damascus for more effective weapons for his gendarineri 
Adds that if neither the Allior nor the Syrian! Government Sill: prot 
requisite arma, he himself will buy locally ten machine gun 


10, Lebanon, 


the. Labapese 
eral Heynet gave a la arty in his honour aL. 
Diplomatic Corps, and many local notables. wore. prosnt 
ees from this function was ex-President Naccache, wh 
aliiough counted amongat the Freie supporters a. dhe Letaoon, han neve 
forgiven General Catroux for having unceremoniously deposed. hiin. {rom the 
Presidency in 1943 ci 
The Lotanese Minister for Foreign Aflairs, Henry Pbaraon, 
hefore his departure to represent tho Lebanon at the Cairo Conference 
reign Minin, to have bad interviews with the Maronite 
the head of the Phalinge party, during which he assured then that his polle 
was to enauce that the Letwnow should geadually drop oat of ibe Arab ore 
Although he has taken wo Moslems, at Well ax two Chrlatiahs, with htm, it 
these do vot form part of the Lebanese Del 
in fact, in, process of advocs 


2 ef ienthy 

Tt is, in fact, cloar that Abdo! Hainid Karami, gh liked and 

rowpected, has not sufficient force of character to control his Foreiun Minister, 

and the chances of his Ministry being swept away hy a wave of Nationalism are 
therofore increasing. 
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Hetract rom Weekly Polite! Sumimary, Soret Syria a he Lebanon. No 


Bith February, WM,—(eveived in Foreign Office, Vth March) 
1. General, 
Depths 20th Rebruary the Syrian President auddresed the Chamber of 
mties in the presence of the Diplomatic Corps. He first defined Syrian foreign 
poliey ‘as complete independence and clase operation with Atal Staten na 
assured the House that any agreement betwoen France and Syria would be such 
‘as could be concladed with any of the Great Powers, and that no State would be 
aiven reference or privileged position. He went ot to say that his Govern 
would welcome the formation of Greater Syria, pravided that it was a republic 
with Damascus as its capital and that there was no Zionist infiltration; Lebanese 
independence within its present frontiers would, however, le guaranteed. in 
accordance with the Alexandria Protocol, The President then thanked Great 
Britain, United States and U.S.SR. for the recognition they had accorded to the 


Tndependence of -his:country red, had. merited: gratitado, in 
December 1043, and he hoped goodwill she wnt during recent 
negotiations justified the expectation that ahe would again 

the Syrian people. The President finally stated. that 1 

submit a proposal to the House declaring a state of war between Syria 
Gormany and Japan, Afwer-a short debate the House passed a proposal for 
decnrat 

"The Lebanose Chamber of Deputies on the 27th February smanimaualy, passed 
4 declaration of war-on Germany’ and Japan, 

‘General Beynet went to se the Syriat President on the 21st and again on the 
26th February. Both had previously been urged by Hie Majesty's Minister not 
apiin tia txts, cop ectnlty cated Tents Cain ots ony tia avicr 
tendered by the Allied Governments. In the course of these talke General Beynet 
informed the President that he would go to Paris to secure French proposals 
all cotstanding questions and that in the meantime an effort. would be mnade 0 
Stora aly Fessonabe propo the conention sive 

The Letutess PY mister visited his ‘President in 
254th February, and on his return reported that the Presidents stato of health had 
markedly improved. he had heen able to discuss much bsinees without. fatigu 
and might be expected to have recovered saficienty to return to Beirut before th 
ad of March. “This report, added to a farther official commnniqaé has Inngely 
Silayed the doubts expressed ns’ tothe ‘President's powers of novery, ad 
discaasions as to the choice of a sucesor have consequently lapse 

‘The Lebanese Prime Minister has been informed of the Feaults of the talke 
between the Syrian ret and Minar Chill and Een in Cairo, and as 

urged, like the Syrians, to examine carefully any proporals for an; oventia 
Rernine sick eng Go Pt te bia Goretecnent Ee’tas Seoeahe ie bar ae 
49 a0, although expressing profoond scepticiem of the pomility that the F 
proposals would be reassnable or acceptable, 


2. Beonomie. 

Total purchases for the period the 16th-22nd F ¥, 1945, amount to 
273 tons, a daily avernge of 80 tons, which brings the total purchases for the 
1044-46 crop up to 175,135 tons 


8. Syria—Damascus. 


 specdh on the 27 
xd doubt whethor 
would S 
Others enquired whether Uh 
war had been made The Syrian Primo Minister was also arked whother Syria 
Would take part in the San Francisco Conference and be éxplained that only 
lignatories of the United Nations declaration would te invited to attend; the 
Syrian Minister in Washington was being instructed to tako the necessary steps 
ria to ign the declaration. One Depaty asked why Syria should declare 
‘war, aince she bad been at war since 19181 
‘The murder of the Egyptian Prime Minister was niversally deplored in 
1d wa the subject of a motion in the Syrian Parliament. Wide publicity 
heen given to the declaration made hy him in the Fgyptian Parliament that 
Egypt supported Syeia nnd the Lebanon and woold stand hy then i 
to aewnre an agreement with France. 


8) Homs and Hama. 

Apart from a half-hearted strike of the schools and a demonstration by 
student of the Tajhiz school there have been no farther signs of political disturb 
gece in Home and Hama, but there is no doubt that elements opposed o the 
Government are making their dispositions for a renewal of, the disturbances, 
Members of the minority communities in the towns are reported to have been 
perturbed hy the speech made in the Syrian Chamber of Deputies by the Hama 






































rani, in which 
sath, far the crime of high tre 
e Moslem eourts may 


smarided legisation and penalties 
nit feared that if any such 


of non-Mosl 

Colotel Oliva Roget visited Homs on the 26th February, and in a speech to 
the French and Syrian officers of the garrison announced that any officer leaving 
or attempting to leave his post would be court-martialled; those deserting oF 
ref y an order would be shot, "He then announced rises in pay for all 
officers a distribution of promotions among certain Syrixn officers 

‘The Délégué of Homs tried to persuade the Syrian Government to ban the 
local newspaper ‘El Taufig.”” ‘The offensive article purported to describe semi- 
starvation in France, allegig that the French in certain driven to eat 
cata. The editor of the newspaper later wi see the: Prime 
Minister and nallify the complaint. 


8, Jebel Druse. 
Five men were killed and twelve wourded—four seriously—in a shooting 
affray at Lonbbaine in the Leja on the Ith February. but the trouble was pre 
1 frou spreading by the arrival of youdarmes ‘The incident arose oat of a 
purely personal quarrel, and the Kaimakam of Chahla has persaded, the 
ixputanits to agree to a twenty-day tence 


7. Alaouite Territory 
‘The situation ix will uneasy in the Alaouite district, though the tension ix 

loa, There has been some fight Keoumn aren fytveeen Murshid 

followers and villagers of Muh 

by the Mursbld partisans: fighting censed by the Sad Febrnary, CAM the 
durmes takes: priscoors by the rebels have bee handed over to the French aid 

Foleased, "A half squadron of French cavalry has arrived at Ain al, Krouro vie 

Mesiaf with one monnta 


Following the talks in Damascus betwee Genoral Baynet and the Sy 


Prosident—see paragraph 2, rection 7, of Weekly Volitioal Summary No. 151- 


Colonel Bonnot informed the Mohafer of Latakia that be had reowived orders 

withdraw te French troops vould reooep 
police poste at Fakboura and bat the 

sonfirmation that this wetion Mi 

withdrawn, 


8. Buphrates ant Fesireh 
Thera in a growing footing of unre both in the Kuph ial Jeziroh area 
and an invitation by t fez, Wijih. Azhari, £0 all political and. religious 
onders Lo romain calm in thew dificult times had little effect, xince be stressed 
Syrian independence too much for the Liking of bis hearers ‘There is little 
support in the Jegireb for Syrian iodope and little respect for Goverument 
authority; and there are therefore opportunities for the French to fish In troubled 
ipporting the Arab tribea in theit efforts to assert theinselves. against 
Hverument, amuring the Kurds of their protection from the Arabs 
playing up the Une that they are the sole protection of the Christians against the 
oppression of an indeperident Moslem 


9. Tribal 
Liewtonant-Colonel Lewis, Oflicer Commanding British Military “Head. 
uarters at Deir ex Zor, has discussed the settlswent of the Agaidat- Shammar 
dispute with military and civil authorities beth at Mownl and Bagdad. At 
present the Déldgué-Adjoint is maintaining wost of his forves in the battle area, 
And he ihae agreed, at a mesting attended fy the Preach Oiier Politique, 
Liewtenant-Colouel ‘Lewis and the British Political Olfi arraiige for a 
recounaissance aireraft to patrol the arva in order to note any movement.” Colonel 
Lowis reports that patrols are being maintained on the Lruqi side of the frontier 
‘and that regolar liaison between military authorities in Traq and Syria bas been 
arranged, 
Th w few weeks’ time th & into Syria 
When that time comes the Di 
E imiat grazing zoe in Syria 
o the Mohafex of Enphrates that a frst 
seuss the settlement of the 
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“Agaidat-Shammar dispute, bot the Mohafez replied that he considered this was 
too soon, a8 feeling was still running too high. 

It is reliably reported from the Jezireh that Sheikh Meizer Ibn Abdul Mubsi 
of the Shammar Zor visited Iraq recently in order to persuade the Feddagha 
return to Syria. News from the Jezireh is not encouraging and it is reported th 
the Shammar Zor are intriguing to attack the Bas 


Errata 
Reference Weekly Summary No. 151 for week ending the 21st! February 
paragraph 9, third sub-paragraph, first sentence. 
Pease delete the words from **is reluctant "to "the tribes apart, and 
11. Lebanon 
The campaign for the byeelection to fill the Gresk Catbolie Vacancy in 
Mount Lebanon is being waged vigorously between the two candidates, 
Whom is the brother of ‘the late Selim Tacla and the other the secretary 
Whilst the Government have declared their neutrality, Tacla has 
jovernment 
‘vigorously 
Opposition group. 
innlependenee, a 
ange, 8 
an party, monigat the 
Christians agaisist tho A 
"The Lebanese Government hax been concerned at roporta that the 
military authorities have disbanded the Lebanese Brigade of Troupes 
{have aLtached its various formations to Freuch units, The French hn 
‘ay change has taken place, bux other reports soggest that tho Franch 
tion designed ta nallify the protocol signed in June 1044, 
these troops war placed at the dixponal of the Labanene 
for the maintenance of order, in support of the gendar 
tain whero tho truth Tien; in Che 


Générale on the subject 
Te is reported from the Bekaa that Christian oir 

‘over the resuit of the Arab talks in Cairo, which they bolieve to be 

Moslem intorests, and there is a recrudescence of Sunni-Shia anu in the 

Villages and the trea to the east of the Raynk-Hermel road. 


(8 1914/5/80) a 


Extracts from Weekly Political Swnmary No. 185, Secect, Syria and the 
Miebamon, Wh Murch, W4b--(teceierd tat March) 
Genera. 

GENERAL BAYNET has had a second interviow with the President of the 
Syrian Repablic with a view to finding a basis of FrancoSyrian agreement. 
‘The President agreed to discuss a revised University Conv h 
Beyoet ts having prepared locally and stated that the Go 
to tonclude establishment and consular coxventios with France in, acgordance 
‘ith International usage, In reply to a question of General Beynet's as to 
whether preference would be given to Frenchmen in the choice of technical 
Miviwrs, he Presidene said that his Government must be free 10 ehoowe these 
where they liked. With regard to the Troupes Spdeiales, the President said 
Tee ere ready to take then ns a whole, butnot Hy stages that dey must be 
Lndee'Syrina cammand bot would be placed at the-dispoaal of the Ninth Arms, 
Una‘thsd the Syrian Goverament vid vt comsider @ military aasion uecessary 
‘as they would be taki he troops as Uiey were with French ollicers. 

His Majesty's Minister and the Army Conimander subsequently saw General 
Beynet, who confirmed that be was leaving for Paris during the next week to 
Teport ‘on his conversations with the Syrians and to receive instructions; be 
Tdlicated tbat be was ready to go to London as well, if necessary. He also 
fonfirmed that discussions about'a University Converition would. be resumed. 
He evidently regarded the attitude of the Syrian Government as stiller than that 
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of the: President, but he considered that there wore “‘clements ”” fot a basis of 
agreement. He complained of the Syrian Government's decision to dismiss a 
number of French advisers (te below) which would. inevitably make: bad 
n in Paris. i 
hhas been considerable unfavourable reaction in Damascus and other 
rineipal towns to the speech which the President of the Republic delivered 
before the Chamber on the 26th February (see Weekly Political Summ: 
‘on the lines that the President should not have. recommen 
before Syria had regained control of its army and 
Syria as a republic should le considered n expression of his own 
persopal opinion, since this was a matter to be decided by the people and not 
{py the President gb 

Tt has been learnt that the Lebanese Foreign Minister, while in Cairo, 
arranged with the Egyptian Government for their Minister in. Washington to 
put {crward an application for the hore to the United Nations 
Pact, Hoth sly represe His Majesty's Minit 
the desirability of the two States being invited to the San Francisco’ Conference, 
and have enghired the rason for thetr provent exclusion, ‘The press has bee 
Publishing vehement articles on the subject, and the impression appears to be 
Widespread that the Allis, in not extonding invitations, have yielded. to Preach 
preswure, 

Mr. Churchill's speech in tho House of Cotntons has been well received! in 
Lebanese Nationalist circles, which take the view that the future position of 
the Lebanon has now been slefined beyond all doubt, Pro-Fronch elements are 
stated to be correspondingly depressed ax they feel that after this speech it 
can no longer be maintained that Great Britain is prepared to give France a 
completely free hand in the Lebanon. On the other hand, there has been rome 
«attempt to exploit publication of the British White Paper in the contrary sens, 

Th Syria, however, the reaction seems to have heen less favourable; the 
tote extreme Nationalists considered that the speech did not respond to their 
aspirations, and at a demonstration in Moms (ee paragraph 9 below) shouta 
‘agaist Mr. Churchill and the British Government, which aro very rare these 
days, were heard. 


Beonomic. 
‘Total purchases for the period 23rd-23th February—total 28, daily average 
of 4 tons; which brings the total purchases for the IM4-49 crop up to 179,171 tons, 


Syria-Damarous, 
The critiolom of the President ond of the Government, referred to in 
paragraph 8 of ection 1 above, is a aymptom of the general disatixfaction 
Telt ut the apparent lack of progress ma cious with the Er 
Avery large proportion of Syriana, particularly the Momloma, are deter 
io ensure the end of the French privileged position, and are prepared to 
wholeheartedly any régime and any Government which vigorouily pursuos this 
sim, but the moment it appears that n progress is being made they begin to 
coxprom dissatisfaction with the shortcominige of the ( 
tion, Accusations are being made that the President of the Republ 
showing more concern for their own interests and for 
uional Hoe than they are for the independence of 
over of the Troupes Spit 
ppointments were antnow Sobel el Assali 
‘and Ahmed Sharabati as Ministers of the Interior and Education respectively 
resident 


of Public Works, have been mentioned. 
Decrees have been signed terminating the services of the following French 

Counsellors — 

M. Grellet: Adviser to the Ministry 

M. Martin Adviser to the Ministry of Supply. 

M Delhes: Adviser to the Ministry of National Economy 

M. Wendling Adviser to the Ministry of 

M. Manche: Legal Adviser 

M: Collet: Adviser to the Ministry of 


nary advisers to 


A further decree termi 
leppo and Deir ex Zor has also been published. 


the municipalities of Daz 

‘A protocol was signed on the 1st March, between the Syrian Government 
and the DILP. Railway Company providing for the handing tack to the 
Government of the Syrian section of the Hejaz Railway, which bas been under 
the management of the D.ILP. since 1924. This section consists of the line 
to Deran and the extensio: ¢ Jebel Druze, the Palestinian frontier and 
the Transjordanian frontier, and. it will now be operated:by a: board. com 
of the directors of Finance, National Economy. Public Works, Wakfs and. two 
non-olticial experts under the Minister of Publio Works. The railway is at 
Present operated at a deficit of some £S.100.000 1 month and, although 
the Director-General has given assurances that for the time being existing 
Arrangements with the Palestine railways will be maintained, it is possible that 
in view of the unsound financial slate of the railway the Syrians will seek a 
revision of the existing tariff rates. 

The Director-General aud Direct F 
their resignati owing the appo ‘of Sabri el Assali as Minister of 
the Tnterior. ‘These officers am said to havo réseuted the interference nf tho 
President of the Republic in the administration of their departments, and to 
have telieved that this interference would bo inereaséd rather than diminished by 
the new appointment 

"The Syrian Minister for Foreigh Atfir# Was asked while in Cairo i» evtadt 
the Swiss and Swedish representatives there with the object of arranging for one 

jornmonts to accept the protection of Syrion interests ix, Gertuany 


d presbtited Lik Tottors of credoncn 6 the Syring Pre 
dent on the 2nd February as Persian Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary 


Aleppo. 
A leading editor hax boon awaulted in the streets of Aleppo: a similar inci 
dent cecarred last month, In each case the editors had previously criticined the 
adminixtrative failingy of the Government 
During the week there have teen detnoustration® and partial market strikes 
at several ¢ bly Talib, Azaz and Jerablous, to protest ayainst the effort 
made ty the O.C.P. to collect taxes ow black market grain when it wax presented 
for milling. 
The textile industry i still in an wncert tion The local spinning 
er some yarn, though the effectiveness of the control 


if 
till doubted, 


Bedouin informant reports that a group of five French ofers with 
nd about fifty Mel It prceent touring the desert Wis 
the tribal shetkhe. They have visited sections of the Rawal, the Sha 
the Beni Khaled, the Hadidiyeen aid various tribal leaders and are reported 
to be proceeding eastwards tonards Deir ex Zor and the desireh the Bedouin 
are said to be somewhat sceptical of a story disseminated ty this group that 
dhring the lat disturbances in Damascus the Tusa cous called’on Shaket 
Kwalll and threatened that if the web's insults to tho French nagon, were hot 
stopped Russian parachuticts would be drupped in Damasran 
"The Syrian President's speech before the Chauber on the 20ih February was 
badly received in this area, hing considered too meslrate, abd ants Govertaees 
feeling noticeably increased. Three Homs lawyers telegraphed to the President, 
the rime Minister and the Arab consuls accusing the President of being. & 
“traitor "' for declaring war without having eo! possession of the army, and 
rotesting against Mr. Eden's declaration. ‘The Government sent instrictions 
for the arrest of these lawyers, but their colleagues stood firm with them, and 
the face of incipient disorder the Government yielded and released thea 


Tebel Druze. 

‘The commandant of gendarmerie at Soueida has informed the political officer 
there that there is serious disaffection amongst the personnel of the Druze 
squadron stationed at Salkhad. He states that when demonstrations took place 
in Soueida at the end of January. the Chef de Paste was asked by many members 
of his squadron for permission to overpower the French officer and occupy the 
citadel for the Syrian Government. He added that, while he discountenanced this 
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fusion, he cannot guarantee that in the event of foture manifestations some. 
hing of the surt will not occur at both Salkhad and Soueida.. ‘The guards placed 
on French installations in Soueida a month ago are still being, maintaine 


Alaouite Territory. 

There has been no further fighting in the Alaonite Territory, tut: French 
troops are still in occupation of the area of the recent disturbances, in which the 
Government's writ docs not-now run, although two of the vacated gendarmerie 
fests ave been reoccupied. The troupe: the gendarmerie, an. Suleiman 
Murshid's partisans are stated to be all heartily tired of the present sitaation 
the tribesmen in particular are anxious to return to their crops The situation 
has been further discussed between the Syrian President and General Beynet, 
but no progress appears to have been made 


© in Shammar territory in view of the blood feud 
since Sheikh 8fuq was killed in 1941, The Mohafer of Deir ez-Zor has 

madg a counter-nuggestion that the meeting should take place in Ramadi, bat 
the mutessarif is sald to hold the view that this would involve too many compli 
cations for him since he would have to obtain special authority to proceed out of 
his liwa. AIL the condtions for a resurption of hortilities between the two tribes 
are prosont and the precautions taken by the authorities on tath sides of the 
rontier must be continued until stich time axa meeting can be arranged and 
agroemant reached. _ Air same 


Lebanon 


‘The Lebanese declaration of war has heen received without popular excite. 
oat of enthinn,ad pclation bas ered principally on the 


‘questions of 
whether the Lebanon will aw. be enabled to receive leaseeod material and 
thother the Lovant States will in fact be invited tothe San Franciago Conference 
hee bas been tnuch press comment on these points, pro-Fréach papers suggeat 

that the Lebanon has teen (the unfortunate events of 1O4t 
heing conveniently. forgotten), whilst. pro-Government papers 
baton in already giving all uo want in her power to the N 

‘The byelection in Mo Deed ox eal be 
Ath March 

The latter's defeat, despit 
great eflorta mado by his party on his balf,isearited largely to bie ineautfous 
statement, made in a speech in Emile Eddé’s place of origin, that he followed 
dils's policy, Rind Solh displayed great activity in organising Tacla’ 

palgn, and. he and hin partisths aro slaied by. the result which they oopsider 
shows that’ even this traditionally pro-Frenoh district. of the Lebanon in now 
lay won ore oh au of Lebanere independence, 1 is generally ait 
dowpite cortain complaints by the F’balange, that the Government were entirely 
neutral - “ ~ eee re Pay 

‘The Government's ponition in, the Chamber appears to be weakening. Riad 
Sallis pow expressing the view that the Goveeneent have displayed eulpable 
weakness on certain matters affecting the independence of the Lebanon, and 
cannot be entrusted with the representation of Lebanese interests if vital issues 
‘are at stake. Tt seems probable that he is now marshalling his followers with m 
View £0. gorieral assanlt on the G in the Chamber when. a suitable 
‘occasion arises, “He is siated, however, £0 wish to await the retarn of the Prosi- 
lent no fr date for which has yet been fed, before taking action 

he French Délégation Générale have replied to the Government's eng 

regarding the Lebanese brigade of Trowpes Spacigien. ‘They admit that’ the 
brigade fas been broken up, for reasons which they deserite as purely military 
bbut state that it has been arranged that each of the three battalions shall be 
held at the disposal of the Government for four months at a time in each 
‘They also admit that the Lebanese flag has been removed from the barracks 
formerly occupied by the Lebanese Brigade Commander, whose appointment has 
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heen. terminated with the dispersal of the brigade, but state that a Lehanese 
flag will continue to fly over the barracks of the battalion which is at the Govern- 
ment's disposal. The Lebanese Governme formally protested to. the 
Delégation Générale, stating that this measure, which vitally affects Lebanese 
troops formed with Tntéréts Comniuns moncy. should not have been taken without 
their consent, especially since the whole question of the Troupes Spéciales is still 
outstanding between the French and Lebane 


(5 2085/5/89) ay 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 1D, Séeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
184A March, 1945.—(Received 37th March.) 
General. 
the week both the Syrian and Lebanese Governments were asked 
ties what stops they were taking Lo obtain invitations 
W the San Francisco Conference, and the matter has been the main topic of 
political discussion in both countries moral attitude of the Chambers, the 
Public and the press is that many other countries which have received invitations 
to the conference have contributed Jess to the war effort th 
Lebanon and that the question of participation is a plain test of whether ot no 
the independence of the two countries is a reality. It in freely, stated 
conversation that it is His Majesty's Government who have obstructed the issiie 
‘of an invitation at the instance of the French 
Both Go its authorised the Egyptian Minister at Washington to sign 
the United Nations pact on their behalf; the Eyptian Minister was, however, 
informed by the State Department in reply lo his démarehe that. no roply could 
be given until the United States Government had consulted their “ principal 
asouiates.” The Governments have also siade representations to Great Britain, 
the United States, the USSR, China ond the Arab Slates to support, their 
applications to sige the United” Nations declaration and to participate in the 
San Francisco Conference. 
All this created in the local mind a state of alarm and despo whieh 
1ti-Britiah elements to represent the British White Paper in 
‘some now and adverse statement of British policy towards 
the Arab world. Ia order to put an end £0 this idea, which was very widesproad 
‘doing us a lot of harm, Hix Majesty's Legation issued communiqué to the 
reas atating that in view of the misapprehonsions existing in togard to the 
White Paper it secned advisable to state that its contents consisted solely of 
statements and correspondence of 1041; the headings then followed. Copic 
the White Paper were also given to the local Governments 
A new draft of a F: ‘Caltural Convention was presented to. the 
Syrian Government, by the Fre horities om the 7th March. At first wight 
We appears very mach more res the previous doctment: and to contain 
tug that could reasonably be necepted by the Syrians, who have at Jeast not 
ejected it ont of hand 
General Beynet left by air for n the Oth March after what appears to 
have been ain inconclusive conversation with the Syrian President, i 
he indicated that he did not expect to be absent more than a fort 
Joaving he informed His Majesty's Minister that the texts of the establishment 
and consular convetitions could not be produced locally but would have to be 
drafted in Pari 
Both the Syrian and Lebanese Ministers for Foreign Affairs have made public 
statements on the recent Cairo Conference of the Arab States. They have, 
however, confined themselves to generalities, stating little more than that the 
statutes of the foture Arab Leacor had heen drafted and would be submitted. to 
the full conference on the 17th March, after which they would have to be ratifiod 
by the legislature in each country, 


Economic. 

Total purchases for the period the Ist-7ih March, 1945, amount to 225 tons, 
adaily average of $2 tons, which brings the total purchases for the 1944-45 crop 
up to 175,393 tons. 








192 


Tho Lebanese Government on the Sth March sent gendarmes to occupy the 
two principal Lebanese spinning factories, and subsequently issued a decree 
requisitioning them. This action was necessitated by the refusal of the 
owners to conform to certain instructions issued by the Government. in 
pursuance of an agreement recently reached with the Syrian Government to control 
the price of locally produced yarn and-textiles. Under the terms of this agree 
ment, the Lebanon was bound to hatid over to Syria a certain proportion of the 
cottot yarn produced in the Lebanon, and the price of this yarn was fixed ala 

ure Which, whilst giving the spinners a generous margin of profit, was still 
late. The spinuers got together with the weavers (who claimed that as a result 
of this agreement they would not obtain sufficient supplies of yarn to keep their 
plants covupied) and also with certain merchants who had recently been changed 
by the Govorument with having profiteered on American textiles imported by 
them under the quota. Together they tried to enforce the closing of Beirut 
Their efforts have. not et, so far teen socessful, as the public sccms 
wnerally to recogni th ment's meastires, al taken somewhat 
and without ity, are in fact designed to benefit the 


Serie Dumave 
‘Tho President of the Syrian Republic Wt by air'on the 10th March’ for 
Bagdad, where he will say for's few days as the guest of the Reg 
He was accom pasted by Tahsin Qadri, the Tragi Miutster at Damasee 
Jabri, President of the Syrian Chamber, Lutti Hn 
‘member of hie personal staf 
Sabri el Avsull the newly appointed Mf 
fect that th sir 
He autaedentdy ndered he rma a ora Salah 
aving. published 0 signed pamphlet criticxing the: Prosident's Recent specch, 
‘These actions have aroused much local critic iy j 
Ahmed hey Lahham ani Subh Omari, director-general and director the 
Damascus, Police respectively, whos fn ‘wan reported ip last. week's 
wuummary, have "agreed. to cootiue’ in olice fora few. days ‘to ‘enable: the 
Goveenivent to And natitten 


Aieppe 
Te has ti 1 wen and the o : epeaence on the 
th March produced Tittle sign of activity 
On the Oth March chore was & latge taeoting in a cinema onganjatl by the 
friends of USSR. in honour of the. Soviet evolution, ‘Ne offealy. 
Known to have been. invited; the maln speaker wat Dr- Kamil Avad, a Damascy 
veacher, who is alated to be in ebange of tbo Aleppo branch of the society. 


Home and Hama, 
dom evenence Day was celebrated on the 8th March in Hoa 
domonat 
the afternoon h Violent anti-French apecches were mado. all she 1 
‘vie functionaries atv representatives from Tlama were presen 
‘Two monterers, Saleh and Adnata Barazi, wero released from gaol last 
weak: Although they bad for years pormed a carcer of murder, theft. and 
abduction, theit release was effected through the intervention of the Deputies, 
Hani Sebai and Farid Murhege. The nment’s influence and. prestige bas 
been weakened by this apparent miscarriage of justice in which large sume of 
ey are said to have changed hands on high levels 


‘Alaouite Territory. 
‘There have been no further disturbances ia this area but the situation has 

not yet beet resolved and is still very unsatisfactory. French troops have not 
though they have allowed the gendarmerie to reocoupy tw 

General Beynet has visited Latakia and the local 

ich delegate hax told the army commander that he hopes to obtain the 
agreement of the Mohafex to a settlement by tribal law of questions connected 
with destruction of property. ‘The French authorities are understood to have 
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indicated to the Syrian Government that the withdrawal of the French troc 
must be arranged between the local French Délégus and the Mobafez. The 
latter is now in Damascus and has been granted a month's leave. But even if 
French troops are now withdrawn it is evident from reports received from 
Latakia. that the prestige of tbe Syrian Government in the Alaouite territory 
has suffered a severe sethack and that separatist elements have been 
correspondingly encouraged. 


Tribal. 
Discussions are still continuing for th 

dispute between the Ag 

as a suitable meeting 

Sheikh Aboud el Hill, 


a. meeting to settle the 

ped pen 
place by both the Iraqi Government, but 
ton ef the paramount SI “hgaidat, has stated 


categorically that the Agaidat representatives will not attend a cotference in 


Shammae territory 
Lebanon 

The Prime Minister, speaking in a debate in the Chamber of Deputies, 
declared that no decision taken either at San Francisco or at any other confer 
‘ence could bring the Lebanon to sign a treaty according a privileged position. to 
Snyone, nor could the Lebanon be bound by any decision concerning her which 

taken without ber consent 

‘The Prime Minister is to leave for Egypt for the forthcoming Arab 
Conference on the 15th March. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, who should 
have accompanied him, is staying behind as the vice-president of the Council 
je not considered capable of being left in charge of the Goverument. There in 
Mill po news of the President's return, and rumours regarding. his condition 


ing a violent atin 
ne bueeleceiom, The newspaper hax in cansequeace been suspended sine die 



























































CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL. 


(E 7878/28/80) No. 38. 


Lord Killearn to Mr. Elen—(Received 2th December’) 
(No. 2713) 
(Telegrap! Cairo, 25th December, 1044 
XRAB Union discussions are likely to acquire momentum in the near future 
aud Lam not sure wheter the picture i quite clea in London 
Ve seem to me to have been pursuing two diametrically opposing policies 
at the same tine. ‘On the one hand we have teen encouragiog the Arait Unian 
‘and on the otber hand we have beea promoting Zionism in Palestine and French 
Te weoms # snfe bet that our Syrian, Palestinian and our 
o conflict before long. As regards Syria and 
the Leby icy is to preas these States to conclude 
treaties with France: wh fe the latter w preferential position and 
premmably military bse. This policy wil ot i acpi except under duress 
ly Syrin or even by the Lebanon however much internal division French may be 
abt" ‘crea Lebauore have signed protocol which precludes chem, from 
‘signing any troaty with France which would make the Lebanon « French military 
bridgehead against Syria und they would bardly dare to incur the open hostility 
of the surrounding Moslem world by breaking thie agreement and sing i 
ance. 
‘3. Tw some British quarters there seems to bo an idea that we can more oF 
an with the hare and hant with the hounds, namely, that.we may, in order 
‘uch, press Syrians and the Lebanese to sign preferential treaties 
if they refuse we may then id say that we can do ho 
mote. ‘This, Usubmit with all deference, ix a d illusion, -f-we support 
the French in the matter of a treaty, the French are bound to igo ahead 
jorgetically with the business and if opposition ix encountered the chances are 
that General de Gaulle, with his well-known inclination towards drastic methods, 
will use force at least against the Lebanon to impose a treaty unless we stop him 
Tram doing #0. Very little force would be necessary in the Lebanon. A naval 
demonstration with fanding partiox would be sufficient, If we allow the French 
to impore a treaty on the Lebanon by force we #hall become involved in n conflict 
with about 90 per cent, of the Arab work sooner or later we shall end by 
Toning the Middle Rast unless we are prepared to keep very large forces scattered 
throughout the Middle Kast to bold the population dawn. Tt will be remembered 
f in Egypt, Palestine, Syrin 
tand Traq to suppress the succession of revolts when these countries were far less 
United than they are to-day; now a revolt in one country would provoke violent 
action in others, T-doubt very much whether in a future flare-up in the Middle 
st we could indefinitely hold these populations down with less than nine 
divisions. I it likely that the British public oF British Tommy is going to 
acquieve in x i nt gurrison in the Middle East for the 
bear yewe of Uh F' Moreover, can we, while involved in 
repressive action in liberated territories such as Greece, undertake in the near 
future repressive action in Ezypt-Arab world? All sorts of nationalist problems 
‘are boiling up in tho Middle East and even without the millstones of France and 
‘iomints around our neck we shall have quite enough to handle in straightforward 
‘Clashes between ourselves and nationalist elements in the Middle East 

4 T have thought it permissible to sound this warning note in view of 
‘ominous signs of French truculence since de Gautlle’s visit to Moscow. According 
to a report from a usually well-informed agent in touch with the French here 
the latter are speaking nly against us as the principal enemy and 
breathing {7 group omitted] and thunder against Syria and the Lebanon. This 
visit of French cruiser to Beirut may well be the first step in a French campaign 
of menace which may end in violence. 

3. In any event it is important that we should be ready with oar publicity 
to defend ourselves with arguments not too jejune for local digestions if our 
present policies in the Levant Statex and Palestine lead to outbreaks which will 
Fequite Fepressive action by British troops similar to that in Greece. 


eee 





[E 7876/23/80) 


Mr, Eden to Lord Killearn (Cairo). 
(No. 24) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, 5th January, 1945. 
pag h OUF telgram No, 2718 [of 25th Dewaber: Bete policy in the Middle 
rt 
1 am grateful for your appreciation of prospects in the Egyptian-Aral) 
world and for stating your anxieties. These matters have been much. in, our 
minds, and we are alive to the fact that divergent elements is British policy 
will need to be reconciled, 1 ain hopeful, however, that we shall be able to steer 
A line that will have regard for our strategic needs both in the Middle Fast 
(ootahly the Suez Canal and access secured by agreement to Absdan) and in our 
relations with France. We fully agree that in formulating our policy we must 
regard the Middle East as a whole, 

‘2. As regards Arab unity, J think you are in ayreement with our, present 

cy, which ts one of general sympathy with the desire of the Arab States to 
Feduce the barriers between them. To put the issue in ite erudest form, I foct 
Sure that if we were to adopt any other policy, we-should. very quickly be 
Condenined by the whole Arab world ax responsible for the breakdown of their 

fncumsions which might or might not have bad. useful results. We should 
frou all the latent xenophobia of the Arabe. Ln general, we cannot ignore 
the ideals and aims of the Arab Unity Movement and in view of our 
Strategic and other inteteals in the area, we must try to guide it into spher 
where we can co-operate. 

J. In antithesis to the question of Arab unity you refer to our attitude 
towards Zioniam in) Palestine and the French position in the Levant As 
regards ne, 1 can axaure you that tho considerations in your telegram will 
Te borne in mind when the time’comes for decisions to be takes, “Moth the Arabs 
and the Jews of Palestine have, of cobras, a very strong claim tobe coneulted 
before final decisions are taken, 

4. An regards Syria and Ll 1 think you have somewhat, misconstrued 
‘our policy. Having underwritten the French promise of indey 
Tho ihtention of pressing these States to sign it away. We d 
each aygreetent with the French as £0 the nature of theie future relations 
Concur {t your view that if there ix no agreement, de Gaulle might be 
fo use force to secure a decision, Such situation would be even mote serlonn 
that that which cocurred in November: 1043 in Lebanon, We intend to do oor 
beat to prevent It arising, and should it occur would have to deal firmly with 
it Fut the possibility of it i precisely the reaxon why an) agreement. eam to 
Un ao neceanaty, We have not aid that the Syrians and Lebanese must eonce 
Whemthing. oF indeed, any specific Uhing, which the Brench ask. But they.are 
hot Tacing the need for any agreement at all and ‘oven know what the 
French proposils are. T cannot at present see any $a , 

Our polky of facilitating an ngreed settlement between the Fronch 
Tavagt States, thoogh this will clearly not be easy to arrange and will t 
Te will require an active line on the part of His Majerty's Minister in Beirut 
ree tl terare that His Majesty's Government do not intend to sit tack 
Sreaitives nor wieh im to sit tack once he bas acquired the confidence of the 
Parties with whom be has to deal. This poticy doew not appeas to-me to be 
partitatent with cur attitude towards Arab nationatism generally, sunless oF 
UGE it hecomes elear that the agreed settlement between the, Levant States and 
{he'French would Involve some real derogation from their independence. | ‘There 
area ta be no inherent reason why an agreement need prevent Syria) and the 
Teabanon froin cooperating with olber Arah States as foreseen it tho Alexandria 
jotoool, ax they are likely to wish to do 
Proweol tama up, we, fly vhderstand bere tat, oar pic, toward the 
Egyptian Arab world embraces many points of major importance to us and ny 
0 riled with our obligations under the Balfour Declaration and 
we on roc th er i ‘also that there are undoubted 
Tittultics and even dangers to be overcome. In tho firet place we require 10 
‘ificaltie ain the confidence of the Governments and roples enced, and in 
Bain or nemion T entirely endorse the emphasis that you have laid om| the need 


for planned and expert publicity, 


with our policy towards the new France: 
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(E 40/3/65) No. 40, 


Lord Killearn to Mr. Bilen—(Reteived 17th Janwary)) 


(No. 7. Saving.) 
(Telegraphic.) Cairo, 9th Famwary, 1945, 
THE Iraqi Minister for Forvign fairs told me this 0 1 
Tho Saud has ‘agi Arab Conference Protocol signed at Alexandria, 
nit of Coancil of Le {Arab States will go 
id within the next week or s0. ‘The intention is that meetings will eventually 
bo held at intervals of three months im each Arab capital in tura, the Prime 
Minister of each country presiding seriatim. ‘This ahenld prevent the Conference 
being dominated by, say mont ity of the eventual 
‘of the Organisation boi 
Hix Excellency explain z h the Turkish and 
Persian Governments fully au rourant, thelr goodwi must desirable seeing 
that their territories lay between the Both these States 
hhad so far ahown @ frie 
3. Nuri Said Panhs his Excelle dinner « few nigh 
to mect Ali Mah ter had quewtcned him whether Great B 
fairs of Lrud. asserting that auch was our venden 
Foreign Affairn had replied to the contrary bu 
it had long realised! how hmportant ie was in the interest 
the advice '* of the British Ambassador, 





(B 506 /15/G) No. 4. 


Sir K. Cornwallis ta Me, Kiden—(lectived 19h January) 

45,) 

(Telegraphic) Bagdad, 19th January, 10 

LORD GORT arrived here yesterday and. has had the opportonity. of 
mmeting the Hegent and oer leading trai : 

2. In conversation with Loed Cutt and myself last night, the Iraqi Prime 
Minister exprossed the view that the:kitoation i Palestine had reached the stage 
which precluded the establishment of eithcr an Arab or a Ziobiat Stat 

3. Ho:was very strongly oppored to partition aid sbowed himeclf to be 

apprehensive of Ziontt strength and “ionist ambition 
described ax being limitléss. If partition State we 
thought, be a large influx of immigrants an 
Zionists woud not be content with the 
‘with their resources they would. he. abl 
object of cong rat Palos Lebanon, Syria and rag. His 
Excellency feared that the Arabs, with their more slender resources, would 1 
te able to withstand such an onslaught, since war to-day was nota \uestion #0 
much: of bravery and nutmbery ne of wealth and For this reason, and 
for reasons of justice because Palestine was land of Arabs, he could never 
to its being: partitioned 

4 Mis Excellency went on to say he thought the only solution was for 
Great Britain to continue to role Palestine for the next twenty-five or thirty 
years, Uf His Majesty's Government were willing to do thin and at the xm 
time to prohibit Jewish immigration, he would advocate for te same perio a 
treaty of alliance hetweem all Arab Sates represented by the Arak Gpieice 
tion and Great Britain, 

5. The Prime Minister urged strongly that n a which might be 
unweloame to the Aran should be tak e ‘The Arabs needed 
time, Their case was imiper A in Great Britain and. Amerte 
bt he hoped that would econ bo r en the proposed Propaganda Butea 
were establiabed 

Lard. Gort Inid stream on the widespread sympathy which had teen 
aroused in both countries by slewish sufferings in Europe, aod anid that ne soon 
as the immigration quota laid down by the White «Paper of 1999 was exhausted 
in about six months’ time, there would be strong pre mit mare Jews 
to enter Palestine. He asked the Prime Minister whether he thought it would 
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be: possible to, arrange for say 2,000 lo enter every month. His Excellency 
thought some ent might be made provided it was purely temporary 
and intended awkward period 


of Great Britain hha rn They all wished to 
strengthen thei at Britain, and he earnestly hoped no 
decision would be might spoil their tautual relations, 

8. The Prim id much that T expected about partition and 
the desire of the Arabs to streng ir friendship with us, but Twas 
surprised at his openly ¢ fear of the Zionists. I have not heard any other 
‘Arab voice this so frankly 

9. Lord Gort has scen and agrees to this record. 





[B 1419/8)6 
CAIRO CONVERSATIONS, FEBRUARY 194, 


RECORD of Conversations with King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud in the Fayour, 


The Prime Minister, Ibn Saud. 
Tho Sectolary of State for Foreign | Sheikh Hafex Wabba, Saudi Arabian 
Affairs | Minister in London, 
Mr. R. Jordan, His Majesty's | 
Minister at Jedda, 
Sir W. Swart, His Majesty's Embassy | 
at Cairo, 


THE PRIME MINISTER thanked is Majesty for having come from bis 
ntry to meet him in Egypt. HIS MAJESTY replied. that he had come with 
pleasure. 


After an exchange of compliments and mutual good wishes, THE PRIME 
MINISTER osked His Majesty for information regarding his conversation with 
‘at Rowsovelt, HIS MAJESTY produced the attached English record of 
n which had beon compiled by Mr. Eddy, tho United. St 
ida (Annex), THE PRIME MINISTER, 
J that President Roosevelt had expressed further views to h 
Palestine, HIS MAJESTY explained that his pasition 
Tho Jews in Palestine were continaonsly i in number; they 
forming a sort rament of their own, with a Prime Minister, a 
Minister and # Ministor of Defence. They aleo had formed a military 
force of 30,000 men with modern arms and equipment. ‘They had thus become » 
guest danger. (o the Arsba, If it. wee only a question of dewa aid Arabs Lie 
‘Arabs would tight the Jows, and, even if they were not victorious, they would not 
mind because they would go to Paradise. He had continually wera 
tion to the Arabs in this question, but he feared that a clash ti 
he would be in a great diffcalty. He did not wish to get involved in such 
conflict, which would also bring him into conflict with us. 


THE PRIME MINISTER said that we would not allow the Jews to attack 
ined forces. We had control of the seas and could easily deprive 
AL the same time the Jews must have a place to live in—that 
He had never been in favour of Palestine being a 

2 Nau P At the same time t 

ster d out that the Jews’ work in cultivating desert areas 
Palestine was advantageous to the Arabs, whose population and welfare were 
increased thereby. The Prime Minister hoped that he might count on the 
assistance of His Majesty to promote a definite and lasting settlement between 

the Jews and the Arabs. 
31338 03 
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HIS MAJESTY cilarged on the difficulty he would have restraining his 
own people if conflict occurred between the Jews and the Arabs. He said that 
he counted on British friendship with the Arabs and on British justice 
THE PRIME MINISTER assared him of our friendship with the Arabs and 
pointed out that we had done a lot for the Arabs since the last war in establishing 
Arab States in Iraq and Transjordan, The Prime Minister added that, in the 
event of any decision being taken regarding Palestine, we would keep Tha Saud 
informed beforehand 


THE PRIME MINISTER said that he felt that he could not altogether 

satisly Ibn Sand regarding Palestine and that he wished now to turn to the 
id Syria. He said that wo were determined to maintain the indepen 

nd the Lebanon and to prevent the French from using force to upset 

onsidered it necessary that the Syrians and the Lebanese 

with France giving the French some privileges 

hat there would be no difficulty aboot giving’ them 

certain privileges ng education, culture, railways and commerce, but the 
trouble was that the French woud want much more It was impossible to give 
them in'the Levant States & position similar to ours in Egypt and Iraq, where 
our soldiers could bo stationed without their in any. way interfering in th 
Administration of the country. If French troops were in the Levant States they 
‘would be utilised by France to interfere in the administration. HIS MAJESTY 
Suggested that we thoald ask the French to say exactly what they wanted in the 
way of privilege. THE SECRETARY OF STATE remarked that the French 
hind already been asked to formulate their requirements and we were waiting for 
thoir aurwor, The Secretary of State mentioned that Hix Majesty had already 

given good advice to the Syrians in this matter of a treaty with France. 


During the conversation BN SAUD expromed n at the defeat 
of Germany, but. rather cryptically expressed. apprebensions. of some ciber 
Dpowitle encrhy. He illustrated this suggestion by the story of the serpent who 
being. altacked by the wolf and took refuge with a man, whom be attacked 
cr thet wolf had been diver off. Presumably th 
Russians. THE PRIME MINISTER said 
friendly and be bi 
future prevent elither wolves oF soalee frou ma 


IBN SAUD expressed satisfaction with the conversation up 

but xaid that there wore two points which he wished to talk about, G., immigra 

tion into Palestine and land sales Uiore. At this moment the meeting was 
pted by lunch, and His Majesty did not return to theue particular points 

when the conversation was renewed for a short time after lunch, 


After lunch THE PRIME MINISTER asked Hix Majesty whether he had 
any particular point he wished to discuss, HIS MAJESTY. referred to. the 
il c question. He sketched brielly the relations between himself and the 

He said that he had every regard for them a descendants of the 

that, as we know, the Amir Abdulla. wos « talkative. person and 

gt. This did not trouble him, bat the important thing 

wan the question of the tribes of Siuci Arabia and ‘Fransjordan, At present 
Gilabh Pashn kepe the tribes in order und all wha well. Tf he were not there there 
would probably be conxiderable trouble between the tribes of the two countries 
wing presumably to. Mushemite intrigues). THE PRIME, MINISTER 
sxpremed the hope that ‘Tranxjorda would ut make dicate tor Sand 


THE PRIME MINISTER said that he would on his return tell Parliament 
of his meeting with His Majesty and of the friendly conversation he had bad 
with him, HIS MAJESTY also expressed great satisfaction at the meeting. 
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Annex. 


Menoraxpus ov Coxvensarion merwarx His Masesty, Amppt. Aziz at Savo, 
Kine or Savpi Anata, axo Pxesipent Roosevaet, 14 Fenwvany, 1945, 
Apoany THE USS. " Quevey 


‘The President asked His Majesty for his advice regarding the problem of 
gees driven from their homes in Europe, Ii Majesty replied that 

@, the Jews should return to live in the lands from which they were 

jews whose hotnes were completely destroyed and who have io 

S of livelihood in their homelands should be given living space in the Axis 
countries which oppressed them. The President remarked that, Poland might be 
Considered a case in point. The Germans appear to have killed million Polish 
SJows by which cout there should be space in Poland for the resettlement of many 
homeless Jews 
in their lands, and stated that the Arabs and ihe Jews could never co-operate 
either in Palestine nor in any other country, His Majesty called. attention 
the increasing threat to the existence of the Arabs and the crixia which b 
resulted from continued Jewish immigration and the purchase of land by. the 
Jews. His Majesty further stated that the Arabs would choose to die rather than 
eld their lands to the Jews. 

Yu tis Majesty stated that the hope of the Arabs is based upon the word of 
honour of the Allies and upon the well-known love of justice of the United 
and upon the expectation that the United States will support thet. 

‘The President replied that he wished to. His Majesty that he would 
do nothing to assist the Jews world make no nove hostile 
to the Arab people. He reminded His Maje to prevent 
tpeeches and! resolutions in Congress or in the press which say be made on any 
wife, His reassurance concerned his own future policy as Chiof Executive of 

1 United States Government 

a tat ane the President for ht statement and tention the 

propenal tp send an Arab inission to Amerie and England to expound the case of 

the Arabs "The President stated that he thought thin was a very 
the thought many people in America and England are 
Majesty said that asich ® misaion to inform: tho people was 

useful, bat Novant to him. was what the Preaident had just told him 

‘ning his own policy toward the Arab people, 


u 
en Ne aa he asked the Pret Me the auitude of the 
tolerable demands upon 3! zl ut replied that the 
Fren srnment had given him in writiny he indepe 
un 


The President spoke of his greot interest in farming 

was a farmer. He emphasised the nced for developing w 
The land under cultivation as well as to turn. the wheels which do the com 
ed ite expressed special interest in irrigation, tree planting and water power, 
Witch be boped would be developed after the war in many countries, includin 
the Arab lands ug that he liked Arabs, he reminded His Majesty that to 
increase land ander fare the vlesert and provide fiving for 
3 larger population of Arabs His Majes dent for promoting 

arated ao vigorously, but said that he himself could not engage with any 
seretinam qn the development of his country’s agriculture and public works if 
this prosperity would be inherited by the Jews 
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A SURVEY OF THE OIL RESOURCES OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
With map and graph.) 
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A SURVEY OF THE OIL, RESOURCES OF THE MIDDLE. EAST. 
Introduction 


1, There is good reason for believing that the Middle astern countries 
will, in the course of a comparatively short space of time, contribute a very much 
larger proportion of the world’s oil supplies than they do at present. In 1039 
their production amounted to nearly 14,000,000 tons, representing no more than 
6 per cent. of the world total,” Although much prospecting and other work yet 
remains to be done, enough has already been accomplished to demonstrate the 
great richness of the oil reserves of certain of these countries. The extent to 
which their oilfields contd be developed will, however, de pon a number of 
factors, namely : (i) the final lines that the Anglo-American oil agreement will 
take, (ii) the oil policy of the US.S.R. and whether or tot che becomes a party 
to the above-mentioned agreement, (iii) whether or not carly steps are taken to 
Uofine and demarcate the frontiers of these countries, wherever this has not 
already been done, (iv) internal security in the countries concerned. 

2 Of the above factors, the first 1s really beyond the scope of this survey 
All that can be said under this head is that when, as is expectod, there isa 
serious falling off in the exportation of oil from the United States, arrangements 
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will doubles be made for the Middle Eastern countries to play an, important 
Batt in making up the deficiency. They would be in a favourable position. 10 
0 0 n0t only because of the richness of their fields. but also because thar internal 
Requirements are likely (except in the case of Egypt) to keep far below. their 
output level, thus leaving larie quantities of oil available for export. OF the 

ining factors, the ope that seems saost in need of attention is the question 
of undefined and undemarcated froutiers 

Of all the regions dealt with in this survey, the most promising appear 
to be those situated on each side of th Persia, the largest oil 
producing country in the Mido pre draws the bulk of 

oll from the areas to the east and north-east of the head of the Persian Gulf 
Less is known as yet of the poten the western littoral of the Gulf and 
of the prolongation of south and south-east across 
to the Indian Ocean in the neighbourhood of Masira island 
however, been 
Kuwait to the south y al that it may in time 
turn out to be even riche ep Persian side of the 
Gulf. The ate ‘acute in Arabia, where iL 

re serious trouble, ands interfere with 
development.) 

4 The effect of oil discoveris in the Middle Fast is already manifest, and 
very soon it will te profound. Western industeialisation ‘hax came with & 
sniddea impact upon regions that have bitherto been untouched by the West, and 
it has had a noticeably stimulating eflect upon those parts of the Middle Teast 
Where contact had already been established 

3. In order to meet the requirements of the ofl. companies 
development of the oil-bearing regions, numerons satelite fe 
teen formed, while others are coming into being lopment 
the economy of the ¥ bis being radically altered by the 
swale of restals a id by the oil companies to the rulers and Govern. 
ments who had hitherto been, iu the majority of eases, poor. Ta Iraq, for example, 

the oil companies amounts to over a quarter of the income of 
State at Uhe present in Bahrain the percentage is much Nighee. Th 
Persian Government receive no less thant £4,000,000 annually in rovaltics from 


Y, omether with an additional sam in repost of 


income tas. This company employs nearly 60.000 Persiana, the majority of whom 
wore, until comparatively recently, nomadic tribesmen: many of these 
how become skilled artisans. 
6. Ta Sa'udi Arabia, where developm 
‘over 8,000 men on the pay-roll of the Ark 
The general. stand: p are boing 
rained to.a marked extent by ies for their workmen 


@f better means of communications and the deve any came if, 
districts where, up to tea years ago, To this way 
the relations and outlook of the peoples of these countries are being profoundly 
altered. 
8. It is inevitable that, as long a8 oil is requ 
fields, those regions will have a vastly increased 
entalist, they’ will 
ng concern to ‘statesmen, 


Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields, Lid... an associated company of the Rayal 

Shell and Anglo-Lranian groups, has been operating i Egypt since 11 

the period 1911-43 it produced 10,114,000 tons of oil. “Production was 

fir from the Gemaa feld, which ie now exhausted, then from Tiurghada aos! sinee 

1938 from that field and the newly discovered strnctare at Ras Gharib, Tn 1943 
Production from Rtas Gharib was 1.18834 tons and from Hurghada 72.671 

the Hurghada field is now almost exhausted: the structure at Ras Gharib has 

been very extensively developed owing to abuormal wartime requitemente, und it 


(1) Foe a detailed study of this queation, see the Foreign Ofce menorends entitled 
“Tho Saud's Claima in reepoct of the Boat E nae The 
South Basteen Froctices of Sa'udi Arabia” Hoth memoranda beac ths reference B2003/2008(35 
sod are dated the Sikh June, 1940 





























is now showing signs of having passed its peak. All these areas are on the west 
coast of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Suez 

10, After the revision in 1987 of the provisions of the Egyptian ‘Mining 

relating to petroleum exploration aud development, a large number of 
exploration permits were granted to British and American oil companies and 
their subsidiaries over areas along the east side of the Gulf of Suez, two areas 
(Ruwaisat and Maghara) in the Sinai desert south of the Mediterranean coast, 
and in the western desert. Prospecting was suspended, with the consent of the 
Egyptian Government, during the campaign in the western desert, bat activity 
has now been resumed and several test wells are to be drilled. Until this test 
drilling has been carried out, it is obviously impossible to say anything in regard 
to the prospects. 

Lt, Anglo: Fgyptian Oilfields bas 4 refinery at Suez w 
of 1,250,000 tone; Oiete is also a small refoery there ben pt 
Government with’ a capacity of aboat 60,000 fons per year. The oil processed i 
royalty oil frot the Anglo-Egyptian Qilfields Ltd 

1. Except for some usphalt, the whole of the Egyptian production is con. 
sumed in the country. It is possible, however, that a small proportion might 

peace time become available for export, provided that production can br 
kept at its present level of some 1,250,000 tons a year. 


H.—Anglo-Byyptian Sudan 


13. In 1928/24 geologists of the ALO.C. and Royal Dutch-Shell grovy 
carried out a joint suevoy of the atea boiweon the coast aid the watershed of the 
Red Sea mountains. covering an area of some 10,000 aquare miles. The geologists 

¢ to the conclusion that there would he little or ho chance of discovering oll, 
tand did not recommend any test-drilling, 


I1L—Britrea. 


14, On the whole, Eritrea has bot little attraction to offer. ‘The 
robable interest ix that of the Dablag Which lie to the east of Massawa. 
‘he Aaienda Generale Italiana Petrolt began drilling operations on one of these 
inlands two yours or 10 before the outhreak of war, Some traces of oil were found, 
ut the war cussed operations to be abandoned before conclusive rele could be 
obtained 


IV.—British Somatitand. 


f the A.1.0.C. in 1918-1920 and of the Anglo-Saxon Petro- 
1081 nude surveys of British Somaliland. tn both 

decd that, although there were samo seepagee aid a small aati 
‘at Dag Shibell 30 miles south of Merbera, the prospects of commercial 
huccens wore too remote to Warrant deillin 

16.1 October, 1044, however, the Somaliland Oil Exploration Company, 
aan associated company of the Royal Duteh-Shell gronp, obtained an oil explora 
tion Hicetce covering 27,000 square milor of the Protectorate (letween one-third 
fand one-half of the total area), including the Daga Shatell structure. ‘The com. 
pitny ie required to carry out a geophysical and topographical survey within two 
years 


V—Turkey 


17. Indications of petroleum are fairly widespread in Turkey, there being 
seepages in European Turkey near the Sea of Marmara, in central and eastern 
‘Anatolia and in the southern and south-eastern parts of the country, 

18. Drilling near the Sea of Marmara rendered only negative results, bat 
the Maden Tetkik ve Arma Enstitisu (M-T.A., the Institute of Mineral Research) 
has achieved a slight measure of success at Raman Dag, 10 miles south of Beshirs 
in the Siirt vilayet, in south-eastern Turkey. There are some geological structures 
there which are superficially promising, and one of the wells suuk by the M-T.A 
hhas produced some oil. Tt fs possible (ht oil may be found in other test wells in 
the neightoarbood, bat the prospects of finding a reasonably large fed cannot te 
anid to be very encouraging. 

19, The Turkish prese has expressed the view that prod from the 
Raman Dag field will be sufficient to meet home requirements, but this is open to 
doubt. 
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Vi-~Cyprus 

20. Petroleum’ Development (Cyprus), Lid., an associated company of the 
Iraq Petroleum Company. has been granted several prospecting licences for 
Cyprus, but the exploration work so far carried out bus not been encouraging. 
Owing to the war operations have been suspended. 


VIL—Poatestine 

21, Petroleum Development (Palestine), Ltd., an associated company of the 
Iraq Petroleum Co. (with the saise shareholding interests), has a. capital of 
£122,100, It holds 29 licenoes under the Palestine Mining Law covering in all 
5,205 square miles. The survey obligations under the licences were all fulfilled 
fand arrangements to begin drilfing had been made before war broke out. Owing, 
however, to war conditions, the company could not obtain the necessary drilling 
equipment, and the Palestine Government have agreed to. the postpodement of 
drilling until after the war or until materials can be obtained, whichever is the 
earlier. 

22 Haifa is now of great importance as the Mediterranean terminal of the 
southern branch of the ILP.C. pipeline from Kirkuk, There is a large tank farm 
and there are ample loading facilities for tankers 

23. In addition, the large refinery operated by Cousolidated Refineries, Ltd. 
{in which all the shares are held jointly by the A.LO.C. and the Anglo-Saxon 
Petroleum Ca,, a Shell subsidiary) on the outskirts of Haifa treats crude oil from 
the LPC. field at Kirkuk; its capacity is being. increased from 2,300,000 to 
‘500,000 tons w yenr. ‘The Shell nnd a number of other concerns have storage 
installations at Haifa. Tho extensions to the Haifa Refinery were completed wine 
time ayo, and the plant is now processing 4 million tona a year 


VILL —Syria. 
24. The Syria Petroleum Company, Lid.,an associated company of the Iraq 
‘troleum Company, has a capital of £1,250,000, It holds a concession from 
the Syrian Government dated the 26th February, 1985, which was ratified by the 
French High Commissiouer on the 25th March, 1940. 

25. The concession area covers the whole of the Syrian Republic north of 
the ‘parallel running through Damascus (36° 18’); it i approximately 
63,000 square miles in extent. The concession provides for " dead rent " payments 
beginning at £15,000 (gold) por aunn to £80,000 (gold) per annum 
Over a period of 15 years. Should oil nutlicient quantities, royalties 
will take the place of these dea pay ‘AL the expiration of the 
Weyear period, the company must either begin to export oil or abandon the 
concession, 

26, Drilling operations were started in 1930 and continued until 1941, wbea 
the military situation in Syria hrought the work to a standstill, Most of the 
drilling eqaipment was destroyed by the British military forces in order to deny 
its use to the enemy. ‘The Syrian Government. have granted the company a 
noratorium on drilling obligations which is to last until two years after the end 
of the war with Germany 

27. The results of the small amount of testrilling carried oat were 
inconelusive, but encouraging. 


TX —Kebanon, 


23. ‘The Syria Petroleum Co, holds prospecting licences) covering over 
193 square niles near the Tripoli terminal of the LPC. pipe-line. By agreement 
TUE the local authorities, the carrying out of the obligations under the term af 

licences has been postponed until the necessary drilling and otber equipment 
«a obtained, e : 4 . Pan 

29, Tripoli is the Mediterranean terminal of the northern branch of the 
LPC pipe-iine from Kirkuk. ‘There ts lnrge tank fare and there are adequate 
loading facilities for tankers. There is a small and somewhat inefficient topping 
plant with a capacity of under 200,000 tons a year. Tt is operated by’ the 
Compagnie Francaise des Pétroles, the French company which owns 282 per cent 
‘f the shares of the Iraq Petroleam Company (see ander" Iraq"). Tis reported 
that the Socony-Vacimm Oil Company and the Standard Oit Company of New 
erany ave cach obtained concessions from the Letaness Guverninunt target sod 
operate refineries at Tripoli, No details in zepard to these refineries ae. et 
available 
























































X—Transjondan. 


80. Petroleum Development (Transjordan), Ltd, an associated company of 
the Iraq Petroleum Company, applied for 37 prospecting. licences covering 
000 square miles under the Transjordan Mining Law of 1940. This application 
was properly lodged and duly acknowledged, but the issue of licences has been 
postponed until after the war because no British company could carry ont the 
exploration obligations under war conditions; there is also a possibility that the 
Transjordan Government inay wish to amend the royalty provisions under the 
‘The upplication of Petroleum Development (Transjordan) bas priority 

‘over other applications for licences covering the same area, if any ate received 

31. Sach geological work as has been carried out has failed to give promising 
results 

XI—Irag. 

22, Gil in a mineral of very great importance in Iraq. Besides giving 
employment to. many thousands of Traqis, the oil industry furnishes the Traq 
Government with u very substantial part of their revenue. In 1938/39, the last 
normal year before the outbreak of war, the total sum received in oil royalties 
amounted to ID. 1,977,458, representing 3 per cent. of the revenue for that year, 

33, The Turkish Government have, for 25 years from the 18th July, 1926, 
4.10 per cont, interest in all royalties paid to the Iraq Goversiment on oil produced 
in the former vilayets of Baghdad and Mosul. 

34, Traq oil may be suid to be of decided international consequence. The 
large amount of capital invested in the Iraq oil industry by the British, American, 
Fron Dutch interests concerned and the value to them of the oil produced 
make the proservation of the rights and property of the LV.C. and its associated 
‘concerns @ matter of international importance 
i) The Iraq Petrotewn Company, 


3. The original 


i 
is valid ust 
2000" "The 
14500000 5 
(throngh D'Arey Es 
‘AngloSaxon Petroet 
Near 


P 
n oilfield, which is in the Kirkuk aren, is some 60 miles Tong: ite 
potential capacity is very great, but production ia limited lw the capacity of ite 
pipeline to sone 4,000,000 tons w year. ‘The crude oil is pied from Kirkuk by 


4 double pipe-tine to Haditha, on dhe Puphrates.Theen the line Ntunnecy oe 
Twanch ding 10 Haita in Palestine (018 tiles tn all) and the other to Teipolt ta 
Syria G1 miles in all). The capacity of each ranch is 200,000 tone per 
wat. Ph r ? f . 

87. Plans are now undor consideration for increasing the capacity of th 
fanble the outpat of the fields to be raise extent. The Traq 
Petroleum Company will shortly Increase the ¢a the southern (Haifa) 
lwnnch ofits pipelise by slightly over 4 million Late per annum, Whee thor eck, 
habe competed the capacity of the sorter (ipl) branch Wl be inereaud 
by ss similar anoint. ‘he total capacity of the ‘pipetine will then berg 
18 mio too a ea “oy ag ek he 

38. Except for topping plants for meeting its own requirements; the 
‘Joes no refining itself, all its oil being handed wver tn the trie state to the big 
shareholding interests mentioned above for treatment and ultimate disposst 

39. Royalties are at the-rate of 4s. (gold) per tun, with « ehorwateed 
minimus agtual payment of £400,000 (golds : 


Gi) Mosul Petroleum Company, operating Concessions yrinted to Rritieh Oi 
Development Company, Lid. f baths! 

40. ‘Tho British Oil Development Company. Ltd. obtained a concession from 
the Iraq Government in May 1982, for the areas west of the Tiere witah wee 
T-P.C. bad relinquished in the previous year; this area covers some 48,500 square 





miles The B.O-D. company represented a combine of certain British, Freuch, 
Italian and German interests. Mosul Oilfilds. Ltd., was formed in November 
1982 to acquire the shares of the B.O.D. Company 

41. ‘The Germans did some shaliow drilling near Quyyara, during the last 
war, obtaining some heavy, viscous oil. ‘The B.O.D. Company prospected and 
dritied in a number of areas, but although oil was struck at Qayyara, it was 
viscous and had a hight sulphur content ‘The terms of the concession, which 
included royalty at 4s. (gold) per ton, with a minimum annual payment of 
£200,000 (gold) (payable as ‘"dead rent "* until production started) and. the 
obligation to construct and operate a pipeline with a capacity of 1,000,000 tons 
4 year or the provision of alternative means of transport, proved so onorous that 
the B.O.D. Company in 1937 disposed of its concession to the LPC, A new 
company, the Mosal Petroleum Company, was farmed to operate this concession. 
Until the outbreak of war, the company had not sucoreded in producing suflivient 
quantities of oil to justify the construction of a pipeline, although ail of better 

y than the Qayviira crade had been struck at’ Ain Zala, 42 miles 
‘west of Mosul. Up to 1041 about 100 wells hud been drilled, all of which, 

except one, were plugged as part of the denial measures undertaken by the British 
Military Authorities in 1941 

42° Tn 194% cement was signed by the Mosul Petroleum Company 
and the Traq Government, under which » moratorium was granted from May 
1941, to a date two years after the end of the war between Great Britain and 
Germany and Japai, whichever is the Inter, on all drilling and production 
obligations 


(iii) Basrah Petroleum Company, Ltd. 

43. This cotopany, which was formed and is controlled by the Lraq 
Potroleata Company, 1.td,, hi 1 of £1,000,000, On the 22nd July, 1938, 

pbtained from the’ Teng a conconsion for 73 years giving it 

exclusive right to prospect for and exploit petroleum in all parts of Traq over 
which similar rights had not already been granted to the LP.C., B.O.D. Co,, and 
the A.LO.C 

44. The company was to start drilling operations within $ years and 
exporting of oil within 7} years from the date on which the concession Was 
granted. Royalty in at the rate of 4», (gold) por ton, with a guaranteed minimum 
Annual payment of £200,000 (to be paid ae dead rent” until production 
starts), 

45. The moratorium agreement of 1043 also waived ‘the drilling nnd 
prodaction obligations of this company. 


(iv) KAanagin Oit Company, Ltd. 
46. ‘The Khanaqin Oil Co. was formed in 1925 in order to acquire from the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Co, (as it was then called)() the oil-bearing area known as Naft 
Khaneh. The area in which this fcld ix situated formerly belonged to Persin 
‘and formed part of the D'Arcy concession, but it was allocated to Turkey, together 
With s larger area north-etst of Khanaqin, by the ‘Turco-Persian | Frontier 
Commission in 1913-14. The concessionary rights of the A.P.O.C. in these tio 
areas were recognised first by the Turkish Goverment and later by the Govern: 
ment of Iraq 
47. The capital of the Khanaqin Oi! Co. és £1,000,000; all the sharex x0 
far issued are held by the A.L0.C 
3 high-pressure wells, and is at the rate of 200,000 
annum. The potential output is mach higher. The erude oil is pumped 
the field throush a 25-mile pipeline to a refinery at Alwand, miles 
fof Khanaqin. The proeuets are marketed throughout Traq by the’ Rafidain 
Oil Co,, another A.1.0.0. subsidiary 
49. Oil has also been found at Chiah Surkh, in the northern area that was 
transferred to Turkey, but the Khanagin Oil Co,, is not exploiting it at present 


XIL—Sa’udi Arabia, 
(i) AL-Hawa and North-Eastern Naja. 


50, The Arabian Ame (formerly known as the California 
Arabian Standard Oil Company), of Delaware, U-S.A., was granted by Ibn Sa'nd 
concession valid for 60 years on the 27th M: 


(1) The name was changed to Anglo-Trani 






































249,000 square miles in the eastern portion of his realm. ‘The Standard Oil 
Company of California and the Texas Corporation jointly own all the shares in 
this company in equal proportions. 

51. On signing the concession, the company paid £30,000 ( 
‘ud, together with £5,000 (gold) annual rent, payable until 

jercial quantities was found. In 1934 another °*Jump sum” payment of 

1000 (gold) was made. When ofl was siruck in large quantities tm 1998, the 

company paid the Government £50,000 on account of royalties, and made another 

ss later. Royalty is at the rate of 4/- (gold) per ton of 


Tt is. possible that, in due course, rising oil production will, by 

1g the royalties. put the finances of the country om a sound footing, 

On the 20th May, 1989, the company and Ibn Sa’ud signed a supple- 
meatal agreement. whereby the company. in retira for additional, payments 
scoured the extension of its concession area over parte of Sa’udi Arabia to the 
‘west of its original zone, together with "all right, title and interest of the 
Government now of he in the two neutral zones between Saudi Arabia 
on the one hand and 1 nvenit on the other 

AY out prospecting work over « wide area, the company 
sank succesaful test-wells at Damman, on the coast of the Persian Gulf south-east 
Of Qatif, and proved th © of a very rich fick 
‘at the rate af 00,000 tons a year, bat the potential production is believed 10 be at 
Teast ten times as largo. Oil has also heen struck at Aba Hadriya, 90 miles north 
wrest of Qutit and 12 miler west of the inlet of Musalla 
39 miles south-weat of Damman, ‘There are understood to be other prot 
structures in the concession area, 

56, A pipesdine has been constructed from the Damman. field 
Ros at-Tonara, on tho coant, where there are facilities for loading tankers. S 
of the crude oil produced is treatedt at a Iocal topping plant with a capacity of 
120,000 tons a year, whilo the reat ia taken to Bahrain for processing in the 
Felony of the Baheain Petroleum Company... A reGnery with a capacity, of 

year is under construction 5 miles from Ras ot-Tanura 

int only a cause of friction between Sa’ 

Arabi woth and rapid 
development of the oil resources in those countries, is the almoat total Tack of 
demarcated frontiers betwee 
tho true frontier lies betwee 
to a dispute regarding a posible oil-prot 
peninsula, 


id Qatar has already given ris 
area in the south of the Qatar 


(i) The Hijas. 
57. In 1026 the Idrisi, the the 
Mr. Cooper covering the Farasan isin 
the, Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Co, a ta the Royal Dx 
which formed the Ted Sen Petrol pany to work it, Some drilling: w 
done on Zitat island, but the eo el such difficulties with the Tdrisi 
that jt abandoned the enterprise in 1928 
58 "In 1933, Petroleum Development (Western Arabia), Ltd, an associated 
company of the -P.C,, obtained a concession from Ibn Sa'ud covering the western 
part of the Hijaz to.a depth of 100 kilometres from the coast, together with the 
Farasan and some other islands in the Red Sea. ‘The company deilled a number 
of wells on Zifaf and on some of the other Farasan islands, hut failed to find 
doned in 1943 
‘30, According to. a recent press report (ae yet unconfirmed), American 
interests are now negotiating for a concession covering the Hlijaz, 


(iii) air, 

G0. In 1931 geologists of the A.IO.0. examined Asir. They considered 
that the prospects of finding petroleum, though not entirely non-existent, were 
remote,” Drilling” woold be very. speculative. 


(iv) The Neutral Zone between Sa'ndi Arabia and Trag. 

61, The treaty of Mohammerah which Iraq and Naj (now Sa’udi Arabia) 
concluded in 1922 provided inter alia for the rhomboid known as at-Tawwal, 
Which is situated between the {wo states, to be neutral ground. This area, which 
covers approximately 2750 square miles, was defined (but not delimited) by 
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giraight lines joining the Shaib Auja and the wells of Amghar, Uqubbe and 

62. Anyone wishing to obtain exploration and exploitation rights within 
this area has to get the said rights from the Governments of both Sa'udi Ara 
and Iraq. The Arabian American Oil Co. has already, as stated above, obtained 
the grant of Ibn Sa’ad's rights in that area, but it t# not known whether the 
company has also approached the Iraq Govertiment 

‘63, Any company obtaining a concession over this area would encounter 
difficulties becanse its boundaries have never been demarcated. 

G4. In view of recent discoveries of oil in the province of al-Hasa, it is 
thought that oil may also be found in the neutral zone. 

vB he neutral zone between Sa'udi Arabia and Kuwait, sce 
paragraphs 70-72 below 


(v) Trans-Arabian Pipe-line 
65, The United States Government, the Arabian American Oil Company 
and the Gulf Exploration Company had under consideration the. ambitious 
scheme of constructing a 1.200-mile pipe-line from Jabal Dhahran right across 
Arabia to the Eastern Mediterranean to either Haifa ot Alexandria, with a 
feeder line from Kuwait and a possible branch to the Red Sea, If this project 
had been carried out, the Petroleum Reserves Corporation, a concern. formed and 
controlled by the United States Government, would, by agreement with the tw 
J, have constructed, owned ‘maintained the main 
jes themselves would have « tod tho gathering Tin 
iter likely to participate in 
it is nevertheless possible that the companies concerned n 
themselves pat it into operation at a later di 
‘66, Although the construction aud maintenance of such a pipe-line would 
te feasible from the engineering point of view, that, unless a very large 
quantity of oil (minimum 6,000,000 tons per annum) could be guaranteed, the 
Pipe-line would be unable to compote with Uhe alternative means of transport 
providled by tankers 
67. From the strategic axpoct, the construction of the pipetine would have 
the following advantages 


(i) It would provide an alternative to the already existing ILP.C. pipeline 
from Kirkuk to the Mediterranean, 

(42) In time of war it would save sea transport and reduce escort duties 

(lil), Tt would probably re fates more inclined to participate 
in the dofence of the Mediterranean sea route 


XUL—Kuwait 


65, Attempts to obtain an oil concession covering Kuwait date 
as 1911. but none proved successful until 194. On the 23rd Deo 
latter year the Shaikh of Kuwait granted a concession valid for 75 
whole of bis territory (6,000 square miles), but excluding the neutral zone (see 
paragraphs 70-72 below), to the Kuwait Oil Company, Ltd, ‘This company, which 

istored in Great Britain, has a capital of £200,000; the shares are held in 

equal proportions by the Anglo-Lranian Oil Co, and. the Gulf Exploration 
Company, a subsidiary of the Gulf Oil Corporation of Pennsylvania, U.S.A 
The British Government, have, ty, agreement with the concessionaire, a. pre 
emption right over any oil produced during an eme 

69, After an abortive attempt to find oil at Babra, on the northern shore of 
Kawait bay, two sucocssful wells were drilled in 1933 at Burghan, 26 miles south 
of the town of Kuwait. Other productive wells were subsequently drilled, but 
operations were curtailed at the beginning of the war and were discontinued in 
142. when the British military authorities plugged the wells in order to deny 
their use to the enemy. IU is now proposed to rehabilitate the wells and later to 
resume drilling operations. The reserves are known to be very large. Two oil 
jetties have been constructed at Shuwaikh, 21 miles west of Kuwait, and a refinery 
may be built’) 

(2) 18 ie vow planned to export crude oid gt at Falah 


(a village on the oust I miles SE of Kuwait town), a 
(feout'4900 tore) a day, ax from Apel 1046, 












































70. To the south of Kuwait i @ nettral zone covering 1,800 square miles 
cover which both Tho Said and the Shaikh of Kuwait enjoy equal rights in vrtae 
of the treaty of Mohammerah of 1932. As oil has been found in large quantities 
immediately to the north, in Kuwait, and to the south in even larger quantities, 
in the province of al-Hasa in Saudi Arabia, it seems very probable that it may 
also be struck in the neutral zone. 

TL. As stated in the section of this report deating with Sa’ndi Arabia, the 
supplemental agreement of the 20th May. 1939, between the Arabian American 
Oi Company and the Saudi Arabian Government gave the former all the latter's 
rights, titles and interest in the Kuwait neutral zone. Tt is known that, besides 
the Arabian American Oil Company, Petroleum Concessions, Ltd., an associated 
company of the Iraq Petroleum Company, and the Eastern Gulf Oil Company 
are desirous of obtaining a concession in this zone. The Shaikh of Kawait, how- 
fever, has refused to discuss with anyone the question of his rights in that region 
Tn this connection, it is to be borne in mind that Kuwait is a British-protected 
state which has special treaty relations with the British Government in virtue of 
which the ruler undertakes not to cede, sell, lease or give for occupation any 
portion of his territory to the Government or subjects of any other Power without 
the provious consent of His Majesty's Government. 

72. An obstacle to the working of a concession for the neutral zone would be 
tho difficulty of administration occasioned by the fact that, whereas there are no 
eapitulations in Sa’udi Arabia, they, together with reservations in regard to 
mixed courts, still exist in Kuwait. 


XIV—Bahrain 


78, ‘The Babrain Petroleum Company, I.td,, though 
concer (it wus incorporated ti Canada in 1620), iz owned joint 
‘States companies, the Standard Oj) Co, of California and the Ts 

4. Tho company purchased from the Eastern and General Syndicate in 

1090" cones which the latter had quired in 1620 covering 300,000 neve 

lid until the 20h December, 1980. ly agreements between 

the Shaikh of Bahrain and the company, the area covered by this concession wax 

extended in 1034 and in in 140, and it now cow o shaikh’'s territory, 

ing the islands. Conflict 

by the Shaikh of Bahrain and the 

lay, if not prevent, attempts by the 

sompany, t Tslands.. It is perhaps worth noting that 

tho Persian the United States Government in 1934 when 

the compat ‘grounds that Babrain was 

Persian territory (this claim, which has no valid basis, has often been made to, 
‘and refuted by, the British Government). 

75. Oil was first struck in 194 on the stra at Jabal Dukban, on Bahrain 
Toland, io that time, the field has b greatly developed. Production in 1939 
Was 1,084,000 tons; it was reduced in subaequent years for reasons connected with 
the war, ‘There is reason to believe that the feld has reached its peak. but further 
producing wells may be discovered by drilling on the outlying islands and in the 

ioral water 
i 


royalties from the Bahrain Petroleum Cory 
77. The refinery, which is oi, the ens 

of Manama, has a capacity of 2750,000 tons per annum; the excess refinery 

‘capacity over local production x utilised for the treatment of crude oil from the 

neighbouring oilfields in al-Hasa (Sandi Arabia). An aviation spirit plant is a 

recent addition to the refinery. 


XV—Qatar. 


7. Petroleum Development (Guiat), Ltd an amociauad company of the 


LPC, with the same shareholders, has a'eapital of £760,000. Tt holds a con- 
cession from the Shaikh of Qatar which is valid for 75 years from the 
17th May, 1985. A sum of Rs. 4,00,000 was paid to the ruler on signature, and 
annual reatals of Rs. 1,50,000 wore fixed for the first 6 years and of Rs. 30,000 
thereafter. Royalty is at the rate of Rs. 3/- per ton; royalty payments will in 
time take the place of the rentals. This concession was originally granted to 
the A.LO.C., but it was transferred to Petroleam Development (Qatar) in the 
16th July, 1997. 





208, 


79. This concession gave the holder the sole right to develop oil in the 
Qatar peninsula and throughout the Shaikh’s territory (4.000 square miles). 

80. In 1935 His Majesty's Government and the concessionnaire signed an 
agreement whereby the former obtained pre-emption rights over oil produced 
in Qatar in war time. 

‘81. Drilling began in 1939 and continued until August, 1942, by which time 
3 test wells had been completed in the Dukhan area near the west coast of the 
Peninsula; promising shows of oil were obtained in two of these wells. Further 
Operations were prevented by the measures taken by the British military 
muthorities to deny oil to the enemy. 

2 A scheme to resume drilling with two rige and to produce oil at the 
rate of 1,000,000 tons a year is now under consideration, but it seems doubtful 
‘whether anything beyond the rehabilitation of the existing wells will be possible 
until after the wa 

Promising indications of petroleam in the southern part of 
the Qaiar peninsula adjoining the Sa’udi Arabian border, but difficulty in the 
development of this region has already arisen, because of conflicting clé 
tg the precise frontier between the two stales. ‘This frontier bax never been 


XVI—Trucial Coast 


S84. Petroleum Development (Trucial Coast), Ltd., an associated company 
of the LP.C. with a capital of £224.00, has obtained concessionary rights in 
the shaikhdoms of Abu Dhabi, Dibai, Sharja, Ajman, Ras al-Khaima and Kalba 
and hia hopes of acquiring similar right in Umm al-Qaiwain, These small 
states, which are all British-protected, have special treaty relations with the 
British Government. 


(i) Abu Dhabi 

85, The Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. obtained from the Shaikh in 1986 2-year 
‘option over the whole of his territory (23.460 square miles). This option ‘was 
Inter transferred to Petroleum Development (Trucial Coast), Ltd,, which on 
the 11th January, 1930, obtained a concession valid for 75 years over the whole 
ares. Rs. 3,00,000 were paid on signature. Annual payments are Rs. 1,00,000 
until oli discovered in commercial quantities, Royalty i tobe at Re. 9/- per 
ton with a minimum payment of Rs 260,000 per annum for 2 years and 
Rs, 5,00,000 annually thereafter. 

86, No work has yet been carried out 


(ii) Dida. 


(iii) Sharja. 

80. The Shaikh granted the company a concession for 1 
17th, September, 1937, over an area of 164 square miles. Re 
on signatre | Annoal payments are to be Fa. 2000 nati ct is di : 
commercial quantities, where 2,00,000 wil id. down aud a royalt 
of Re. 3/-per ton with a minimam annual sum of Re 60,000. cata 

90, Drilling is to begin before 17th September, 1946, failing which the 
Concession will null and void, 


(iv) Ajman. 

91. The company obtained a ting licence over 230 square miles fo 
‘5 years on the 23rd March, 1939, Psiceceny of Rs 15,000. iis licence ‘eas 
extended later to the 23rd March, 1949, and such period thereafter as to assure 
the company 5 complete years for prospecting after the conclusion of hostilities 
between Great Britain and Germany; the rental was fixed at Rs. 12,000 per annuro. 
() Ras al-Khaima. 

‘92. The company obtained a licence over an area of 300 
miles for Sve years from the 7th December, 1686, which was later extended for © 
further period ending one year after the cessation of host 

(31336) 












































Britain and Germany. Rs. 40,000 were paid on signature, and Rs. 30,000 
aanually for ve year: thereafter the annual payments rise to Re 43000, This 
licence applies to prospecting only; a further agreement giving the right to 
rill would have to be concluded een 


(vi) Kalba 

93. The company has a concession for 75 years from the 20th December. 1933, 
over an area of 600 square miles. Rs. 60,000 were paid on signatare. with annual 
payments of Re. 24,000 until oil in commercial quantities is found: then a sum 
Of Rs, 200000 bas tobe paid. Royalty i to beat {e.3/- per ton, with a minimam 
annual payment of Rs. 99,000, 


(vii) Umm al-Qaiwain, 

4, In 1939 the company approached the Shaikh with a view to obtaining 
‘a concession, but he was then unable to negotiate on account of tribal troubles 
and dispates with neighbouring rulers. ‘These troubles and disputes are now 
over, s0'it is proposed to approach him again in the near fatare.(’) The area 
covers some 300 square miles. The Shaikb of Umm al-Quiwain granted Petroleum 
Development (Trucial Coast) Ltd. a 75-year concession at the beginning of April 
1945, The concession covers the whole of the Shaikh's territory (some 300 square 
miles). The company made an initial payment of Rs. 60,000 and is to pay an 
fsnouai rental of Re. 24.000 until oil in commercial quantities is found. ‘Tn the 
‘vent of oil in such quantities being discovered, the company will make a lump 
sum payment of Rs, 200,000 and will pay royalty at the rate of Re. 8+. per ton, 
with a minimum antiual sum of Rs. 60,000. 

‘There are no drilling or other operational obligations 

95. Prospects are said to be reasonably good in all these Truci 
but dificulties are likely to arise unless and until the frontiers 
‘are properly defined and demarcated. 


XVIL—Oman and Dhofar. 


96, On the 24th Juno, 1937, the Sultan of Muscat granted Petroleum 
Development (Oman and Dhofur),'Ltd.. an associated company of the LE.C., 
two separate concessions, one covering Oman and the other Dhofar; the total 
‘area is 82,000 square miles. Each concession contained an. option period of 
seven. years during which the company could either take up the concession of 
forfeit ll rights “Fixed pamente of Rs. 00,000 in the cave of Oman and of 
Re. 1,80,000 in the case of Dhofar were guaranteed The company took up both 
the concessions in 1044 and duly paid the above-mentioned sums. In article XIT 
of both agreements the company ised that certain parts of the Sultan's 
territory are tit at present safe for its operations. The Sultan undertakes on 
his patt to use his good offices with a view to making it possible for the repre 
sentatives of the company to enter such parts, ond will inform the compdny as 
toon as soch parts become safe.” His Majesty's Goverument and the company 
entered into a pre-emption agreement in. 1 

7. Annual rental increased from the time of the taking up of the options in 
19H to Rs. 84,000 in respect of Oman and Rs. 43.000 in the case of Dhofar. 
Royalty is Rs. 3/- per ton, with a minimum in ench case equivalent to the annual 
ren 

98. Geological surveys were carried out in Oman and Dhofar in 1997-38 
and aerial surveys were made of the whole Trucial coast and the strip of Oman 
to the west of the Jabal Akhdar and the mountains running northwards to Ras 
Musandam in 1935-30. Arrangements for further surveys had to be cancelled 
because of the war. Results are said to be encouraging | Geophysical survey 
work is now conternplated, but progress will depend upon : (i) ability to engage 


Competent stl i) ability to buy or hire the necessary equipment, (i) whether 


for not the rulers concerned can arrange for the safety of the parties in the remoter 
areas, (iv) proper demarcation of the frontier with Sa’udi Arabia. 


XVIII —Aden Protectorate. 


99. Petroleum Concessions, Ltd., an associated enmpany of the LP.C., bolds 
aan exploration licence from the Governor of Aden, dated the 12th January, 1998 
‘The area covered the Western Aden Protectorate and the Hadramant, a total of 
‘ome 110,000 square miles. 

+) Sincn the paper was writen, Information has been received that the Shaikh granted the 
conseuion st the Beginning of Ape 04S. "No detaia are ara ty 
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100... The main provisions of the permit provide for geological surveys, the 
submission of geological reports to the Government, the right to drill shallow 
wells for geological data and the right toa prospecting licence. 

‘101. In 1937-38 the company carried ont an aerial survey of the Hadhra- 
‘mant and also made 2 ground survey. The results were not very promising, but 
the company is desirons of making a further examination, particularly of the 
‘Shabwa salt domes, when conditions permit this to be done. 

102. On the outbreak of war the company informed the Governor of Aden 
that it was unable to continue surveys, as such work was not likely to farther the 
war effort, and it therefore applied for a renewal of the licence (Which was valid 
only for two years). The Governor accepted this plea, and has since granted 
further renewals of the licence 


XIX —The Yemen 


103. So far as is known, no oil concessions covering any part of the Yemen 
have ever been granted by the Imam Yahya. He is extremely averse to any 
foreign penetration into his country, and ix therefore unlikely to grant any 
concession; he is, however, an old and sick man, and his successor may prove less 
‘obdurate, " Prospects of finding oil are regarded as extremely poor (It will be 
recalled that a geological survey of Asir yielded disappointing results) A 

M. If any company succeeded in securing a concession in the Yemen, it 
wrould find it diffcult to carry out prospecting or exploitation work in the eastern 
Mou north-eastern parts because of the absence of x demarcated frontier between 
the Yemen and Sa'udi Arabia. 


XX.—Persia. 


105, At the present time Persia is producing far more oil than all the other 
Middle Eastern countries combined, and her reserves of petroleum are known to 
be extremely lange; they may, however, be rivalled in time by the reserves in the 
oil-bearing regions of Kuwait, Sa'udi Arabia and Qatar bordering the western 
side of the Persian Gulf. So far, only the western and south-western regions of 
Persia have been extensively prospected and developed, and all the prevent 
production is from them, It ix posable that the northern arvas may also be found 
to contain important oilfields. 


(@) Western and South-Western Persia 
108, ‘The Persian Government granted the Anglo-Trantan Oil Company i 
present concession, which is valid until 199%, on the 20th April, 1933; 
concession was subsequently approved by the ‘and the Shah: it replaced 
the D'Arcy concession which the Persian Government had cancelled in 1982. 
107. ‘The A.1.0.C. was bound by the terms of the new eomcesston to select by 
the end of 1935 one oF more arens aggregating not more than 100,000 square miles 
to the south of a lipe drawn from the Perso:Lragi frontier, nea 
Sulaimaniya to the Perso-Baluch frontier near Irafshan. ‘The company selected 
its exploitation areas within the presrted period. “The main ares, which i 
‘some $70 miles long and has an average width of 100 miles, extends from the 1raq, 
frontier north of ‘rin to the entrance to the Petsinn Gulf: it inclodes 
all the company's existing oilfields, namely, the older fields of Masjid-i-Salaiman 
‘Rel, the important new field at Gach Saran, the new broducing areas 


fazanun, and the small oilfield of Naft-i-Shah (the Inst- 


109. The cil is conveyed by pipe-tine from the main producing fields to the 
refinery at Abadan, which is one of the largest and most up to date in the world; 
the present capacity is over 11,000,000 tone a year. There is a large plant at 
Abadan for the production of aviation spirit. Most of the oil processed at 
‘Abadan is exported, but some is distributed in Persia. Most of the oil require- 
‘ments of the west. north-west and north of the country are, however, met by the 
small Kermanshah refinery, which treats crude oil piped from the Naft-iShab 
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The company is bound by the terms of its concession to sell products for 
ial consumption at a special basic rate. The present capacity of Abadan 
Reliery is over 10 wllon hoe pec pomean 

110, Royalty is at the rate of 4/- per ton of petroleum sold for consumption 
in Persia or exported from that country. The company is also bound 10 pay 
the Persian Government a sum equal to 20 cent of the distribution to its 
edinary stochalers in exces of bir 0, ve minimum payment under both 
those boade is to be 2180000 8 year. ‘Theccumpany'e rasaky” payments to the 
Persian Goverument (averaging £,000,000 a year from 1989 to 1913) are a mont 
een source of revenue and are likely to become still more important in the 

ae 

IL. The A.1.0.C provides employment for 33,000 Persians, many of whom 
have become skilled artisans. 

112. As oon as the A-LO.C. had selected its areas for exploitation, it 
relinquished the remainder of the territory lying to the south of the line forming 
the northern limit of the exploration area. It then became possible for other 
interests to apply for oil concessions covering the territory in question, In 1944 
representatives of the Royal Dutch-Shell group and of certain United States 
companies were negotiating in Tehran for the grant of concessionary rights in 
the south-east, of the country, but these negotiations were broken of when the 
Persian Government decided early in September 1944 to grant no oil concessions 
during the war, 

(il) Northern Persia. 

113, There are many indications of petroleum in northera Persia, but, antii 
more prospecting and, in particular, test-drilling have been carried out, all that 
can be said is tbat the pres of finding oil in commercial quantities. thoagh 

hae epeoletive 

Numerous attempts have been made to secure concessions and exploit 
oil in the northern provinces, but they have all, so far, proved unsuccessful, 
main, bat not the only. canse for this failure has been the attitude of Rassi In 
1001 ‘it was: Russian influence which provented Mr. D'Arcy from securing the 
inclusion of the five northern provinces in hix concession and which, in fact, 
all but brought about the failure of his n-getiations for the concession covering: 
the rest of Persia. 


(a) The Khostharia Concession and the A.LU.C. and 8.0.0. Negotiations 

115. In 1916 « Georgian adventurer named Khostharia acquired a small 
concession in the province of Mazandaran based upon a farman (royal decree) 
granted in 1896. In the same year Khostharia obtained from the Persian Govern- 
Ment a much more extensive concession covering the rest of Mazandaran and 
the whole of the neighbouring provinces of Gilan and Astarabad. In 1917 this 
concession was extended to cover the district of Ardabil, in Azarbaijan. The 
ALO, acquired this concession in 1920 and formed a company named North 
Persian Oils, Ltd., to operate it. The A.1.0.C, thereupon notified the Persian 
Government of the completion of the transfer, On the 20th June, 1920, the 
Persian Government informed the company that the Khostharia concession was 
for several reasons regarded as null and void. The situation took on a new aspect 
when the Persian and Soviet Governments signed a Treaty of Friendship at 
‘Tehran on the 28th February, 1921, By article XII of this treaty Soviet Russia 
declared that all concessions (with certain exceptions specified in the treaty) 
obtained by force by the Tsarist Gorernment and its subjects were sll and void, 
and that the said concessions were therefore restored " to the Persian Government 
‘as representing the Persian people.” By article XIII the Persian Government, 
for their part, promised “not to cede to a third Power or to its sabjecte the 


‘goncessions and property thus restored to Persi i 
oocesigns ait propery fersia, and to maintain these rights 


116. In June 1991 the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey applied to the 
ie 


Persian Government for a concession covering the Khostharia areas. Britist 

‘Legation immediately lodged a protest with the Persian, Government om tatany 
of the A.1.O.C., but was informed in reply that the Khostharia concession gus 
no longer valid. Meanwhile, the Standard Oil Co, continued ts feces foe"as 
sonceaon, and io November the Majlis approved the grant of the oil rights 
in the northern provinces to that concern. Thamediataly thee oes 
toth the British and Soviet Governments protestal steht. ee eee 

of the alleged infringement of the A-TO.C's rights and 

terms of the 1921 treaty. In order to surmount the dil 
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treaty, the Persian Government addressed a note on the 12th December, 1921, to 
the Soviet Diplomatic Representative at Tehran to the effect that the Majlis 
desired the retrocession of Russian concessions to be without reserve or condition, 
and therefore asked for the treaty to be revised accordingly. On the same date 
the Soviet Diplomatic Representative sent a purposely vague reply. After 
stating that his Government had "never sought to place any restriction upon 
the progress and prosperity of Persia,” he went on to say > “I would be prepared 
Should friendly relations be maintained between the two nations, to promote 
negotiations with a view to a total or partial revision of these articles on the lines 
desired by the Persian Government, as far as the interesta of Russia permit.’ 
117, As matters had reached a deadlock, the A.1.0.C, and the Standard 
Oil Company agreed to act together on a footing of equality, with the result 
that the latter acquired a 50 per cent. interest in North Persian Oils, Ltd, The 
two companies then sought jointly to secure the grant of a new, concession, but 
the Persian Government refused, partly because of the difficulty with Soviet 
Russia and partly because a new competitor, the Sinclair Oil Corporation, had 
appeared on the scene (see paragraph 119 below). 
118. Although North Persian Oils, Ltd. has never renounced. its claims 
in northern Persia, it is now many years since it Iast attempted to press them, 
In 1935 the name of the company was changed to North Tranian Oils, Ltd. 


(0) The Sinclair Concession 

119. While the A.1.0.C. and the Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey were 
raking their joint endeavours to obtain a new concen, the Sinclair Oi 
Corporation opened negotiations with the Persian Government and sccee 

in secaring a concession. This company failed to proceed with the. mat 

rause (i) it was unable to raise the necessary money for a loan to the Persian 

Government, (i) charges of bribing certain Persian officials were bronght against 
it, and (iii) the company’s prestige had been. very adversely affected by its 
implication in the Teapot Deme scandal in the United States 


(©) Société Franco-Persane de Recherches. 
120. A Franco-Belgian group began negotiating for a concession in 
northern Persia in 1927 and formed the Syndicat des Etudes Franco-Persanes. 
ont sotne prospecting work, the results of which were 
ing to lead to the formation, in 1980, of the Société Franco- 
Recherches. The new company sent out a party of geologists 
engineers and sank a shallow well at Naft Chal, in Mazandaran, « 
from the Caspian coast. Late in the sae year, however, all opera 
abandoned because of difficulties encountered with the ‘Persian and Soviet 
Governments. 


(A) The Amiranian Concession, 

121. In 1936 the Seaboard of Delaware, U.S. 

‘a view to possible operations in Pers ibsidiary, the Ami 
Comps, whic tok up percent of the shares, the remaining 3 per ent 
being allocated to the Texas Corporation. 

{22.”On the Srd January, 1937, the Persian Government granted the 
Amiranian Oil Company an oil concession valid for 00 years in north-eastern and 
astern Persia This concesion was subweguently approved by the Majlis Ite 
terms, which followed very closely those of the A.1.O.C, concession of 1933, bound 
the company to select within 8 years exploitation areas not exceeding 100,000 
square miles in the aggregate fram an exploration area covering 200,000 square 
iniles Although the greater part of this exploration area was in Khorasan, 
4.500 square miles of it were in the adjacent pronice of Atarabad (now known 
6 Guggan}, and so to thie extent overlapped the Rhostharia concession, 

12h, Whom the Soviet. Government heard of the. grant of thie ecocéesio, 
they lodged a, protest, but instead of basing this protest, as might have been 
expected. on the infringement of article XIIT of the 1921 treaty, they objected 
‘on the grounds that the existing good neighbourly relations between the two 
countries, and the bevefits conferred on Persia by the Soviet Government, hd 
‘entitled them at least to be informed in advance of the granting of the conces- 
Sion, which, if granted to the nationals of certain other countries, might have 
‘been a matter of serions concern to them. 

12k. The company's geologists examined some very promising indications 
of petroleum in the province of Astarabad and some less encouraging seepages 
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in the weighbourhéod of Zabidan, As a result, the company intended for a time 
to drill in Astarabad, but it subsequently decided to abandon the concession 
because of the difficulty and expense of developing such a relatively remote area 

and becanse the high cost of marketing any oil that might: be found would 
obably have rendered the enterprise uneconomic 

Provy25. In the course of its operations the company spent $2,000,000. 


(©) The Pipe-tine Concession 

198. At the same time as the Amiranian Oi! Company obtained its conces- 
sion, the Tranian Pipe-Line Company, which was formed by the same interests, 
weird a Gl-year concession from the Persian Government giving it the non- 
exclusive right to construct a main pipe-line to any part of Persia, together with 
tributary lines to connect it_with other Tines in Persia or in_ neighbouring 
countries (Le, Afghanistan), The existing rights of other companies (that is the 
RLO.C) were to be respected. ‘The company's lines were authorised to carry 
oil from wells in Persia and /or Afghanistan produced by the Amiranian or other 
companies. ‘This concession was surrendered in June, 1998, when the Amiranian 
Gnd Tnland Exploration companies abandoned their concessions in, respectively 
Persia and Afghanistan. 


(f) The Kavir Khurian Company. 

197, Kbostharia, having acquired certain of the rights conferred by a 
Jorman which had been granted many years previously to a Persian known as the 
‘Amin wMa‘adin, registered the Kavir Kharian Company in Tehran in 1925 in 
ordot to exploit the oil deposite in the desert region (karir) to the south of Semnan, 
ome 110 milos to the east of the capital, The fact that the company sas 
Fogiatered does not necessarily itmply that it has any valid claim to concessionary 
vights. 

BnY38. As soon as the A.L,0.C. beard of the registration of this company, it 
protested to the Persian Government on the grounds that Semnan lay within 
the area of the D'Arcy concession, The Government, however, maintained that 
Semnan. was in the province of Khurasan and that it was therefore not within 
the A.1.0,C.'s concessionary ares. 

126, Although the company was established on a somewhat flimsy basis, 
Khostharia, who was o0 ite board, showed great activity on its behalf, He 
persuaded the Russian Bank to furnish the bulk of the capital, and distributed 
Paumber of shares in a judicious manner to certain influential Pe 
Inter date Khostharin offored » holding in the company to French and Ttalian 
interests, with the result that the former sent a party of geologists to examine 
the company's area. Tt is believed that their report was unfavourable; on the 
‘other hand, leading Soviet geologist named Golubniatnikov is said to have 
formed a different opinion. 

190. Up to the present only two wells have been drilled, and commercial 
production hax not been obtained i 

1BL._ Shortly after the Allied entry into Persia in the autumn of 1941, the 
question of this company was, it is believed, discussed by the Persian Govern- 
Thent and the Soviet Embassy; the former is said to have maintained that the 
Company's title was not valid and that @ new agreement would have to be 
negotiated before the area could be exploited. When M. Kavtaradze, the Soviet 
Deputy Commisaar for Foreign Afairs, arrived in Tehran at the beginning of 
Soptoinber, 1944, the ostensible object for his visit was the study of the position 
of the Kavir Khurian Company. 


(g) The N.V, Algemene Exploratie Maatschappil. 
192, On the 11th As 1930, the Persian Government granted the 
N.V. Algemene Exploratie Maatschappij, a Dutch concern connected with the 
Dutch-Shell group, an exploration concession, valid for two years, for 
minerals (including petroleam) in western and north-western Persin. This area, 
which covered some 32.000 square miles, was an elongated quadrilateral of 
Jrregular shape running from near Tabriz in the north-west to a point south of 
Kasban in the south-east. ‘The length was 420 miles, and the average width was 
80 miles. An extension of this concession up to April 1944 was later granted; 
‘when this extension was on the point of expiring, the company started negotiations 
for a further extension. No extension oF renewal of this concession has yet been 
granted, doubtless because of the decision of the Persian Government to shelve 
Such matters until after the war. 
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(8) The Soviet Government's Request for an Oil Concession 

188. It soon became apparent after the arrival of M. Kavtaradze in Tehran 
that the real object of his visit was to negotiate for the granting of an oil 
concession in northern Persia. When M. Kavtaradze made his official request 
for this concession, the Persian Prime Minister informed him that the Govern 
ment had already decided to postpone until after the war the question of granting 
il concessions covering any part of Persia. M, Kavtaradze and the Soviet 
‘Embassy thereupon put such pressure on the Persian Government that it was 
forced to resign, despite the fact that it had the backing of publio opinion. The 
new Cabinet followed the same policy as its predecessor in regard to the oil 
{osstion, and oa the 2od December, 1944, the Majlis passed a Bill tabled by one 
of the Deputies to prevent the Prime Minister or any other member of the 
Government from entering into negotiations with any foreign Government ot 
‘company or from signing any concession or agreement relating to oil 

134. Foiled in his attempt to secure the concession, M. Kavtaradye oft 
Tehran for Moscow on the th December. It now remains to be seen whether 
the Soviet Government will retnrn to the charge. 

185. From a survey of the long and extremely complicated history of north 
Persian oil, certain points clearly emerge -— 


(@) Uf any non-Russian frm or group applied for an oil concession in the 
north, it seems extremely probable that the Soviet Government would 
pput such pressure on the Persian Government as to render it most 

____diffcalt, if not impossible, for its application to be granted 

(ii) Even if Soviet approval or atatention from opposition could be secured: 
‘any firm attempting to exploit the concession would, if it discovered 
large quantities of oil, be confronted with the difficulty of finding 
satisfactory way of transporting this oil. The only natural outlet for 
north Persian oil is via the Caucasns, and it seems in the highest 
degree unlikely that the Soviet Government would agree to such oil 
being transported to western markets via Baku and Batum, since. it 
would thereby be competing with products from those centres, The 
only alternative would be a long and very costly pipe-line over the 
Elburz and Zagros mountains to the Persian Gall. 

(iii) The petroleum requirements of northern Persia would not, in them. 
selves, be sufficient to justify the heavy expenditure on drilling and 
‘on the erection of a refinery that would be required; moreover, it 
must be borne in mind that ‘most of the marketing for this region is 
already being done by the A.1.0.C. with products from its Naft-i-Shah 
field which are refined at Kermanshah. Furthermore, Soviet-Russian 
competition in this market might at any time be revived. 

(iv) Tt would thus seem that north Persian oil could be exploited only by the 
Soviet Government or by some Persian or other concern in which 
they had a large interest 


XXL—A fohanistan, 


136. In 1927 the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (as it was then called) was 
unoficiaily offered a concession covering Afghanistan, but Tt declined. the afer 
‘on the grounds that the Tirpul area near Herat, where there were oil indications, 
‘was in the Russian economic sphere and that tho inaccessibility of the area made 
‘commercially unattractive. The Burmah Oil Company and the Anglo-Saxon 
Petroleum Company likewise considered the possibility of taking up a concession in 
Afghaniatan, but they ali gave up the idea, because the remoteness of the area 
{rom seaboard would hae rendered development work extremely costly, while, i 
re found, the cost of a pipe-line to some point on 1 n oF 

the Persian Gulf would be very high ve Si eames 


187, Undeterred by these objections, two United States companies, the Sea- 


board Oil Company of Delaware and the Texas Corporation, formed a joint.concern 
called the Taland Exploration Cempany of Ameriea witha capital of 85:080;353 
for the purpose of negotiating for and exploiting a concession in Afghenistan, 
A concession agreement was signed by representatives of the Afghan Govern. 
ment andthe company in Berlin on the 1th November, 1936. This agreement 
ras modified in Kabul on the 18th January, 1938, in order to embody certain of 
provisions of the Amiranian Oil Company's concession i “which were 
‘more favourable to the Government. ne Seine 

































































138, The exploration area covered the whole of Afghanistan, but the 
company was bound by the ternis of its concession to select within 3 years five 
provinces for exploitation, the rest of the area being abandoned. 

150,” Tho company’s grologists carried ont surveys tn the north and found 
‘a promising area near Khanabad, 40 miles south of the river Oxus, and another 
hear Sar-i-Pul, 65 miles south-west of Balkh and about the same distance north- 
east of Maimana, Both these areas were not far from producing fields in the 
Shirabad region in Soviet Central Asia, on the further (north) side of the Oxus. 
The Afghan Government refused to allow the company to pot. down test wells 
in this northern territory. The company also examined the Tirpal area, which 
‘was found to be disappointing. and it started to survey some districts further to 
the south, but the Afghan officials prevented it from carrying out a thorough 
examination, 

140. Owing to this obstructiveness and to the remoteness of the more 
promising regions examined, the Inland Exploration Company abandoned ats 
concession in June 1038. 


XXII—USSR. 


141, In order to complete this survey of the oil resources of the Middle 
East, it is necessary to describe briefly the very rich Soviet oilfields in the 
Caucasus and the less important fields on the caitern side of the Caspian sea, 
although most of these fields are not, strictly speaking, within the area covered 
by this auevoy. 


(i) Boku 

142. The Baku oilfields are by far tho richest in the whole of the Soviet 
Union. Before the war they produced 24,000,000 tons of crude oil a year, and 
production in 1044 is estimated at some 26,000,000 tons oF 70 per cent. of the 
total output (87,000,000 tors) of the Union, Baku oil ix dealt with as follows: — 


(a) Crudé Oit—The balk of the crude oil produced i# refined in Baku; 
‘of the remainder, some is piped to Batum for treatment there, while 
the rest ie taken by sea to Makhach-Kala whence it is sent partly 
by pipeline and partly by rail to Grozny for refining. 

(t) Finiehed Prodvets—Part of the kerosene refined at Baku is conveyed 
to Batum by pipeline. The rest of the kerosene and the other finis 
products are disposed of in the following manner : (i) Rail to Batam. 
(il) Rail to Grozny, Rostoy and beyond, (iii) Tanker to Makhach-Kala 
and thence by pipeline and rail to Grozny and beyond, (iv) Tanker 
to Astrakhan and thence by river tanker aud barge up the Volga 
The Baku ernde oil refined at Grozny is similarly dealt with, some 
being piped or sent by rail to Rostoy and beyond and some’ bein 
piped to Makhach-Kala, whence it is shipped to Astrakban for onwa 
Teansport hy Volgn tanker (there is» short pipe-line from the Volga 
rondatead, near the mouth of the river, to ® point just to the north 
of Astrakhan), 


(i) Grosny. 

143. The Grozny fields seemed at the outset to offer great possibilities, and 
refineries of very large capacity were therefore erected to treat the oil produced. 
Production, however, fell very far short of the estimates, and the surplus refining 
capacity at Grozny has since been used to deal with Baku oil 

T44. Before the war Grozny production amounted to 2,700,000 tons a year 
or 8-5 per cent, of the total for the Soviet Union; production in 1044 is estimated 
‘at 2,500,000 tons 

145. In pre-war days there was a pipe-line from Grozny to Rostov and 
‘Trudovaya, Tt is not known whether ths pipe-line is again in operation along 
its entire length (667 miles) 


(iii), Moikop. ‘ 

148. The Maikop fields produced some 2,500,000 tons of good quality oil 
before the war, This oil was refined partly at Krasnodar and partly at Tuapse 
‘The Maitop fies suffered very severely as a result of military operations in 
that area ep consequence, production in 1944 is estimated at only 100,000 tons. 





(iv) Embar-Dossor. 

_ 147. Production in these fields rose from 050,000 tons in 1938. to an 
estimated total of 1,000,000 tons in 1944. The crude oil is conveyed by pipe-line 
to the refineries at Orsk and Guriev 


(¥) Trane-Carpia, 

148, The field at Neftedag to the south-east of Krasnovodsk produced 
436,000 tons in 1938; production in 1944 is estimated at 1,600,000 tons. The oil 
is conveyed by rail to Krasnovodsk and thence by tanker ‘across the Caspian to 
Baku and Makhach-Kala for treatment, 


149. The Baku oilfields have now been exploited for over 60 years and fears 
of their approaching exhaustion have often been entertained. “However, new 
‘wells drilled in the shallow waters of the Caspian near Baku have proved stccess- 
ful and further drilling elsewhere in that has revealed more extensive 
reserves than were for long supposed to exist. Nevertheless, the posiility of 
the exhaustion of the Baku fields within a measurable period of time and the 
hot undatural desire to avoid having "too many eggs in one basket’ have 
caused the Soviet Government to make strenuous efforts to discover '*a second 
Baku.” ‘The Grozny fields have proved very disappointing, and the extensive 

osits in the Emba-Dossor-Ufa regions, though promising, have not yet come 
fully up to expectations. In addition, there is the Soviet desire to discover and 
exploit oil in regions to the east of Baku, in view of the general development 
of Soviet industry in the east : 

150, For all these reasons, the Soviet oit experts haye for long had their 
eyes on a number of hitherto unexploited regions in the Soviet Union and also 
$Xjorthern Persia, where there are, ax already stated, extensive indications of 
petroleum. 
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LD rivalries between Arab States have tecome accentuated during 

discussions leading up to the constitation of the Arab League, and in these 

rivalries Egypt has entered as a new clement. The rivalry between Egypt and 
for the leading role in the Aralr Union became evident from the beginning 
he discussions. ‘The Hashemites and Nasi, so intimately associated with the 

‘Arab Movement from its cary stages, were nt annaturally gue at tsing ousted 


by antewcomer from the major réle. By a natural process Tha Saud aligned him 
‘cif with Exypt against his old enemies, the Hashemites and Nuri. The Lebanon, 
‘which was fearfol of domination by a still uneuropeanised Moslem hinterland, 
Taturally followed suit, regarding Fxypt as more modernised and owe fanatical 
than Syrin and Iraq. Memories of Ibrahim Pasha were even evoked to promote 
‘loser Felations between the Lebanon and Egypt. Syria, which at the beginning 
was not enthusiastically pro-Egyptian, bas gradually evolved towards Egypt 
Owing to the desire of the present governing elements in Syria to. preserve tf 

publican régime and their apprehensions of Hashemite designs on Syria. 
King Farouk kas always treated the Emir Abdullah very sopercilionels and there 
is ne love lost between them. Moreover, inevitably a Hashemite Emir, with his 
Greams of a Syrian throne, would find himself in the opposite camp to that of the 
present Syrian rulers, It was equally inevitable that, m spite of rivalries between 
‘Abdollah and the Iraqi Royal family over Sy ia. the two Hashemi Powers 
should find themselves standing together against the Egyptian bloc. 

TE a a einat phase of these Seveloptcents has been the movement towards 
the conclusion of treaties between Egypt and Sandi Arabia, with the suggested 
Raberence of Syria, and between Egypt and the Lebanon. ‘The Hashemites are 
thas tending to be isolated in the Arab League. 

3.'The movement towards Arab Union, encouraged by our declaration of 
sympathy towards any attempt of the Arabs to get together, started with the 








and K: 
throne by newuning: a sim King 
the idea of Arab Union be . an a Hashemite 
the Fertile Crescent with the consequent danger to his own position 
a Haj. Hence hie determination tozaboter ay nertierhcombanesice sie 
Lebanon was determined to preserve its complete independence in order to avoid 
absorption in a Moslem Bloe.. The atti at and Thu Saud led 
to the emascalation of the cor e that of the Lebanon to 
attenuation of any executive function of stich as that involve 
in compulsory arbitration. Ibn Saud and the Lebanoo were kept, within the 
Teague largely by: the influence of Egypt, whose. eupport inthe, Council. they 
regarded as 4 gun against: the dangers whi init to their 
Under the rale of Damascus, scquiesced in the m present divisi 
of the western part of the Fertile Creaent. This acquiescence was due to th 
fear that prosecution of the idea of a Greater Syria would drive the Lebanon back 
into’ French arms. Syrian acquiescence was u0 doubt also partly due to: the 
infinence of Fxypt, whose assistance it needed for ite emancipation from France 
and for support against Hasbemite designs 
5. Tele cleat from all this that the influence of Egypt is a determinin 
factor in the present evolution of Arab States. It is alo clent that the Hiashemites 
are being relegated to the backgrotind, largely owing to Egyptian manipalation of 
their rivals, This is not Sénire” We ave onder obligatic 
the Hashemites for the rile they played in the last war and for their stabilising 
influence in Trans ings are of present in the Arab world 
it is not in our interest tha " would be weakened in t 
countries. T sabait there ald be directed against ¢ 
ation of the Hashectites within the Arab League. If wo make representations 


to Thu Saud against exclusive treaty making, we should make similar representa. 


aad to remove the dangee thatthe present discords nay w 

6. “Arab Union bas now been realised on pap 
Egypto-Arab bloe of independent unite prevrving their 
of the pre-Lengue period. ‘There will no doubt be 
members of the League and vithout our 
Argued by some nthe principle of divide and rule, hat such disintegration woald 
Miantage that the Egypto-Arab: world abould not be roecoe 
pacts which will expose it not only to British but also to Russian penetration 
far us our Imperial interests permit. ‘These aspirations, thoagh often obeca 
by rivalrica mith as T have described, neverth ea permanent factor 
ability of the whole Middle East 

Mi Re presente oy be anid that the only aims on 
are united dhe thoee of getting rid of the French from Sy 
the Zionist domination pf Palestine. Whatever d 
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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 61,—APRIL TO JUNE 1946. 


CHAPTER I.AFGHANISTAN, 


(B 2108/67/97) 
Mr. Squire to Mr. Eden-—(Received 30th March ) 


4 Kabul, 16th March, 1945, 
IN amy despatch No. 12 of the 10th February last, I promised a fuller report 
the visit of the recent Afgban Military Mission and I bave now the honour to 
litary attaché's letter and enclosures on the subject.(') 
The report has been prepared in great detail largely. for purposes of record, 
and for general purposes it will be sufficient to, read only the main. report of 
the tour ‘along with Appendices C and D. which deal with the supply of war 
material from though the whole report contains much th 
feat interes, The tour lasted from the 4th Decerber, 104, to the 20th Ja 
T045, and took the mission from Peshawar to Delhi, Dehra Dun, Ra 
Caloutta and the Burma Front and, back via Caloutta, Ahmednage 
Agra, Delhi and Labore. The only serious contretempa was the 
hes of Brigadier Md. Arif Khan, the second in command of the mission, \h 
pacitated by tonsilitis at Dehra Dun and bad to remain there in bompital 
16th Decomber able to. rejoin the mission at Calcutta 
the Sth January 
‘unqualified success, chiefly owing to the meticulous 
nis for the whole programme had ieen made aud 
lity shown to the mission throughout 
riority complex so nsval in small countries, 
tention which the 


f and 
received expressions of gr a Tn my previous despatch 
T reported that the bead of the miss ican Minister 
‘and myself in persoa to express his gratitude and that the Minister of De 
ad given a dinner party for tbe same parpose. ‘The Afghan Foreign Minister 
similarly expressed the gratitude of himself and his Government and, after 
naking informal enquiries whether an official letter from himself or from the 
Minister of Defence would be more appropriate, bas now written officially on 
behalf of his Government requesting me to convey their sincere thanks to His 
fovernment and the Government. of India for the kindness and 
hospitality shown to the mission. 
3 From a military point of view the results may be classified under two 
heads, psychological and material... The friendliness shown to the mission 


(2) Not printed 
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Ghronghoue their jolly,“ WA" Badin" "SSeS sorts of mmclern 
pons and training "and, filly, the. generous oll of weapons ad 
iiies for. training in ‘their. We. male's great’ impremion ‘on ‘the 

s comprising the mission, and tay be coosied an to hes sn aren, more 
tant fect on the atlodk$f the Afghan army'aa e whole, They have heed 
ght up to look on the British as thetr hereditary enemies and to regard the 

Indian army with the gravest suspicion. The treatiment they have received will 
slang way to remove tows sospsomes_ Of the male Teale of the isto 

iL is as yot tho early to speak. As mentioned at the end of paragraph 6 of the 

eineah popes fer A fein Governtens eq maseninioe ing cee ch eye ana 

equipment that has been made and T expect to be consulted about the whole 
pein pelts 
4. Tho miccesn of the mission abould have an even wider effect on opinion 
in the co r The Afghan Foreign Minister has spoken to me 
nan aon, He regards ihe tal agrcent rear 
uipméat tha nay eveatonlly be euppltel as of 
ingore pariaon with the. fact that now. for the fret time inh 

Hit Majenty's Government have given clear proof of Ueir readies to trax 

the Afghan’ Government and to give them the substantial help they Tequire i 

exnising thee thoy Uoghoat the county ie reealea oer 

ion with you, Sir, while he was Minister in London some y 

which, in reply to the sympathy which you had expressed on behalf of His 

Majesiy's Government with Afghan’ aspirations, he. had. asked whore: Hi 

country could lank fpe. the maleial ely. he ead. tad ‘bed receed ‘oe 

cneottagenent Tha ediek of out naw ante Wool, Be tal, bof Inotinahte 
valuo, and already the tendency to blame the British for all tho difficulties that 
the'muhy Was Uebotieening and had experienced during the lat 100 yea 

wine Toast ‘evidence, ot ‘bly” with’ older poople batho and. formore 
important, among the younger generation. He looked for a rapid extetaion of 
this new feeling of tvieteahdp od. confidence, “Seeh.‘an opinion’ may. be 
coxaggerated but T do not think that it is devoid of foundation. ‘hat the Afghan 

Goveroment ure genuinely doing their bet to fenter ch friendly tentin 

is shown by the appreciative references in the Afubon press di 

Kppendix 1 
5. In tho lant paragraph of hla general report Colonel Lancastor has 

tice oh the Guest of arom eeactéone "Whee hd teen tly deed 

to wokonve the wiesion Tad, ws inetracted tn, your telograny'No, 10% ded} 
the 19th August 1044s iaormed the Boviet-AtaBemador Tr yenerel er 

et Iso been mentioned both by the British and American m: 

to Major Raiteo. No particular interost was shown at the t 

as sontt ax the mission had returned, both the Soviet Ambassador and hia military 

Staph evinced the liveliest ericaity and some wumpiion, “They memel. 

think that the mission had netually brought back with them a large quantity of 

arms and ammunition. "They were surprised, but at first by no meane convinces, 
when they heard that the only arma brought back with them consisted of two rifles 
presents ‘to the head of the mission from the British and American military 

Lithoritinn” ‘Thee suapinions we endeavoured to counter by explniniag Trashy 

the penition and etuphasising that the problem which wat of main interest to 

both onr Governments wi the contro! of the tribes on the Tndian border, At 
‘M. Najibullab Khan spoke himself to the Soviet Ambassador 

hat Afghanistan, in her backwater, had been anxious to obtain first: 

formation about the trends of modern warfare and also to acquive 

odern weapons such aa would enable het to exercise more effective control over 
hor trihes. He added, that they had no need of such weapons as anti-aireraft 
uth, as they hnd no’ fear’of attacks from without,(1) but that they did peed 
more efficient weapons suitable for mountain warfare. Colonel Lancaster and 

T have also explained to our Russian opposite nurubers that we have offered to 

supply Afghanistan with » certain amount of modern equipment as soon as 

the war is over and that these offers are now being considered by the Afvhan 

Goygrmment, Tt scems that the ambassador's suspicions have teen to a large 

extent allay end whet I last saw him he told me that M. Najibullab Khan 

Wad given: an account of the mission's activities in India. He added that 
had also been much interested to read in a recent number of the Indian 

Chronicle (a paper published in Russian in Delhi) an article on the North-West 

Frontier and that he felt that he now had a much better understanding of the 

difference between the administrative frontier and the Durand Line and of our 

problems in this area. 


a 


6. In paragraph 5 of his general report Colonel Lancaster has paid a 
tribute to American co-operation. It is a fact that the good relations existing 
between our two legations in Kabul have enabled us throughout to present a 
‘united front to the Afghan Government, and the co-operation afforded by the 
American military attaché, Major Fox, throughout the tour has contributed 
in no small measure to its success. 

7. Finally, T cannot close this despatch: without payingya, tribute to the 
work of Colonel Lancaster on whom has fallen the principal burden of shepherd- 
ing the mission throughout the Indian tour. His intimate knowledge of the 
Afghan character and understanding of the Afghans’ point of view bas enabled 
hhim to be guide, philosopher and friend tothe chief of the mission and to have 
steered him past the many pitfalls into which he might easily have fallon. That 
the difficulties which he encountered were by no means small is shown by his 
comments on the detailed tour in Appendix Band are well. instanced, hy hin 
‘account of the trouble which he had at Imphal on the 2nd January, That the 

itfalls were all successfully. avoided isin itsalf the highest tribute to Colonel 
Lancaster's invariable good temper, patience and 

8 Lam sending copies of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 

and to the Government of India, 
: T have, & 
G.F. SQUIRE, 
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Sir K- Cornwallis to Mr, Eden.—(Received ‘rd April’) 
(Nov 117) 
Sir, Baydad, W9th March, 1945. 

LHAVE the honour to submit, with reference to my despateh No, 28 of the 
isuh January last, the following summary of principal events in Traq since that 
date 

2 ‘Tho romours of change in the Cubinet mentioned in tho second pars. 
raph of my despatch under reference proved completely laseless aud the Govern- 
‘mont of Hamdi al Pachachi remains in office with, however, the possibility of 
‘changes before the Regent leaves in April on his official visit to the United States 
‘The xtorms which arose during the long debate on the reply to the speech from 
the Throne have died away as suddenly as they came. Speeches in Parliament 
hhave recently been leas concerned with personalities, have kept to the point under 
discussion, and have been less unconstructively critical than heretofore. ‘There 
in also a salutary tendency for members to ask questions on matters affecting their 

‘tuencies, One reason for the improvement of the general standard of Parlia- 

tho publication of thetr proceedings in the press, which now has far more 

to comment than formerly, At the instance of a group of Bagdad 

place-holders, the important new Liwn Administention Bill, which has been under 

Consideration for so long, wax referred by the Chamber back to a Committee, but 

the Government were determined not to allow it to remain on the shelf, and it 

+ naw been pawed and will shortly become law; though it will be a yoar before 

complicated regulations necennry wo give it fect can te drafted. 1s general 

rot will be to decentralise the administration and, I hope, to revitalive the 
provinces 

‘One event of minor political note occurred on the ind February when 

1 Bog al Madfai resigned his seat in the Sebate, No reason was given for 

publicly, but it is generally aamumed to have been due to hin bitterness at 
being removed from the presidency of the Senate, as the result of « plot spon 
rored by the Regent and Nuri Paaba. However this may be, Jamil Bow ie 1 
Jonger in Parliament and no serious effects have so far been observable 

4. Some weeks ago T was visited by a Shaikhly Deputy from Diwaniya 
Jiwa who sought my opinion on a mheme which he and others of hi kind 
hatching. ‘This was the formation of a tribal party in the Chamber of 1 
membership of which would be forbidden to Efendis and to 

T said that I saw no particular harm in the ide 
ary bloe,'* as it ia called, wan (with the Regent's approval) 
‘a wotudering world on the 10th February. After al the reve 
political parties in the press and in Parliament, one cannot 
it out have ben the Shaiks, ven though le bythe armchair 

il, who should have abown the Eflendis the way. Abdul Aziz Bog al 
Swadoan, an ineetive Deputy from Basra, the Vresiect, and Shaik Hasan 
al Suhail the secretary of the bloc. Ita guiding principles are stated to be loyalty 
to the throne, friendship with Britain and preservation of the faith of Islam. 
T marcoly expect that the new party will have very much influence on allairs, oF 
indeed, that It will hold together very Jong. Its formation, however, as she first 
polite party to come into existence since A691 is worth recording, 

5. There has been continued interest in Arab Unity. Nuri Pasha has come 
and gone from point to point with tireless zeal. His public statements bave not 
always ben happy and in private it has almost wemed a though be did not know 
his own mind. or all that, Irngis in general have approved the Government's 
decision to leave the handling of nity affairs very largely to Nuri Pasha, 
though not without some measure of protest from the Senate, which was rather 
hurt that it had not first been consulted on this matter. Interest in Arab unity 

been sustained in the press, which has combined the usual attacks on 

perialism'"" with dissertations on, Palestine and Syria; but it has. at the 
same time, remained clear that the Arabs, like the peoples of the west, find it hard 
to be united except when they are all in opposition to some outside power or 
policy shich they’ conceive menaces the Arab States individually or collectively. 

6, The mecting of King Ibn Saud and Farouk at Yenbo revealed an imme- 
diate divergence of opinion, and emphasised the continued existence of rival 


5 


ambitions within the Arab world. Messages about this meting were for the 
‘most part published without.comment in the Tragi press. On the other hand, 
the meeting of the Regent of Iraq with Amir Abdullah of Transjordan. was hailed 
4s an important event in Arab aflairs. ‘The Regent and the Amir Abdallah were 
‘clearly distorted that Saudi Arabia and Egypt should show such solidarity and 
were apprehensive of the effects of the discussions between the two kings on 
Hashimite claims to Arab leadership, and perbaps also on Hashimite claims to 
more material things, like the throne of Syria. ‘The press, voicing what is now, 
[ think, the feeling of most of this country, clearly expressed its support of the 
House of Hashim and refrained, from attaching any significance to the Farouk- 
Tin Sand Conference which might appear to conflict with the interests of Iraq's 
ruling dynasty 

7- The fear that Hashimite claims might be overlooked, or passed. by, was 
unfortunately strengthened in the minds of the Regent and his Ministers when 
they heard that Mr. Churchill and. Mr. Roosevelt had met King Thn. Saud in 
Hgypt and had conveniently found in the same country the President uf Syria, 
he Regent was deeply burt at not having also received an invitation, tut ax 1 
have dealt fully with the reaulting local complexitics ty telgrapl iis Nandly 
necessary to do more than just mention the matter in this despatch, 

8. Kardialy aifairs have, on the whole, been quiet during the period under 
report. Mulla Mustafa after some further touring seems inclined for the moment 
to take no initiative in attacking the Government, The rale of revendicatour hus 
‘een temporarily assusied by his elder brother Shaikh Ahmad and Beg Malmud 
Aghia Zibori, while Malla Mustafa site back and disclaims any responsibility fer 
what these two may do. Mulla Mustafa was persuaded to meet the Mutasarrif of 
Erbil, to whose charge Barzan han now been transferred, at Walash on the 
17th Taouney. and the results of the mecting are said to have beon satisfactory 
An amnesty for Mulla Mustafa and hin followers for the events of 1943-44 will 
shortly be laid before Parliament, and is expected to be passed without much 
‘opponition,- Apprehension in the Rowanduz-Barzan area is stated to be growing 
0 result of rumours of approaching Iraqi army mawcuyres in the north in 
which British troops are to participate atid highly-coloured ramones are ci 
lating of when, and where the army will attack and of “ counter-mearures " being 
taken by the Kurds. Much of this agitation can be discounted, but: thore ix no 
denying that tension exists and the situation will require careful handling. 1 
propos prior W my departure to address a farewell letter to Mulla Mustafa 
in which I shall not only explain clearly that the coming. military exercises will 
Holther threaten oor impinge om his territory, but will also tender him some yood 
hdvice aa to conduct and his relatiots with the Arab authorities. This protlem 
is langely a conilict of wrong. In the past, the Bagdad Government has. beon 
‘noglectful and vindictive in dealing with its Kurdish areas, On the other hand, 
the Kurdish Aghas are ignorant, rapacious and reactionary. Their time is up, 
‘and they know it. They are now fighting a delaying action with all the weapons 
‘at their command, of which blaf-and blackmail are two. In the end, Bagdad 
Will win, but it is our duty to see that, if possible, the victory shall be bloodies. 

9, "Tribal aflaira have been more turbulent than in previous months, In 
particular, there has been renewed trouble between the Shammar Khurassa tribo 
of Iraq.and the Agaidat from Syria. On the 11th January a force of Agaidat 
numbering, itis said, sote 1,000 men, with a simitar number of followers, attacked 
fan encampment of the Shammar at’ Bir al Bugharis north-east of Abu Kemal, 
Tu the enawing fight abont 120 of the ‘were reported killed sand eleven 
‘of the Shamumar also fell. The Agaidat, however, carried off cinxiderable woty 
which the Lraqi police, who claim to have intervened and stopped: the fighting, 
wore unable to recover before the raiders had recrossed the border. Police patrol 
‘are now out on both sides and the Shammar have been ordered vell away’ from 
tho border, A. meeting between the Muhafiz of Deir ex Zor and the Mutaisarrif 
of Mosul has been arranged; but until they agret on a settlement and carry out 
ils terms there will continue to be a danger that similar large-scale raids will 
recur. 

10. The newly-formed trades unions are showing a certain fairly discreet 
activity. Notices appear in tho Arabic press from time to timo stating that this 
‘or that union has sent a petition to some Government department or other asking 
that the workmen of the trade concerned should be granted a stated favour or 
soncession such as an iswe of Government cloth or new sugar ration cards 
“Got-together "parties have even been arranged between the workers of one 
part of Bagdad and another. 
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11. haye:not noticed that the unions have displayed mach leaning: towards 
communists,” bat as a-subject of conversation this is still much to. the fore. 
‘The arrival of M. Krikori Titovitch Zaitzey, the now Russian Minister, bas 
inevitably led to much propaganda aud many rumours. Not the least of the latter 
was to the effect that you and 1, Sir, had opposed the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Iraq and the Soviet and that the Russians had refused to 
Appoint a Minister until I had been removed - the news of my resignation, coming 
as it did with M. Zaitaev, appeared to some to confirm this ridiculous theory. 
It is perhaps, at the samé time, a small pointer to the power with which the 
Russians are credited by some of the uninformed in this country: Omine ignotum 
ro magnifica. 
Pr Te. "the Russian Minister himself is a pleasant young man, bat not sppar- 
ently a very outstanding personality. He has a capable Counsellor (formerly the 
Russian Consul at Kermanshah) named Klimoe who has established friendly 
contact with my staff and it is thought in Traqi circles that Klimov is the real 
brain in the Rossian Legation. So far, there is little to report on their activities 
and such information as I have received shows that only the known "communists 
have gone out of their way to flaunt theie dutiful belief in the Soviet system. 

18, [On the 7th February Awnd al Bahrawi Beg returned to das 
Egyption Minister. T knew him when be was here before in 1941 and od him 
‘an agreeable and friendly colleague. 

id. A Syrian by the name of Baha ud-Din Bakri, married to » daughter 
of Yasin Pasha al Hashimi, arrived here on the 8th February in the capacity 
of Syrian Chargé d'Afaires. Though he has secured a house for the legation, 
he haa not yet begun to funetion as official Syrian repressntative, and Syrian visas 
are atill being’ granted by His Majesty's Consulates and Embassy here. 

18, M, Bakri, has nonetheless had a basy time for the President of Syria, 
Shukei Beg Quwatli, bas just been here on an oficial visit, accompanied 
Sa'adullah Jabiri and others. ‘The President and his party travelled in aircraft 
av at heir dispel by the aie oficer commanding and were very gratefel for 
this courtesy. As T have reported, by telegram, the visit cannot led 
fas an outstanding mccess. In the first place, as you are aware, the 
between the Syrian Republic and the Hashimites, never easy, since the latter 
regard Damascus as by rights a Hashimite capital, have been strained ever 
since the Amir Abdullah was refused permission to visit Syria last August. 
More rocontly, the fact that President Quwatli flew to Jedda without informing 
the Iraqi Government of the object of this visit, caused a good deal of resentment 
hore because it is felt locally that this country did far more for Syrian indepen- 
dence than any other in the Arab world. The Regent was by no means pleased 
to see President Quwatli, and had even talked af being out of when 
hoarrived. Tho general atmosphere therefore lacked cordiality and the receptions 
were formal andl languid, 

Shukri Quwatli himself and his colleagues were cast down hy the failure 
‘of the United Nations to invite Syria to attend the San Francisco Conference. 
Te cannot be said that this visit has done anything to advance the prospects of 
Arab unity. Indeed, i hae served to underline once again the strength of the 
personal, sectional and dynastic rivalries which obstruct the path to federation, 
‘of which mention has already been made in paragraphs 8 nnd 6 above. 

16. The Minister Resident in Cairo accompanied by Lady Grigg and hi 

rivate secretary honoured me with a visit from the Sth to 8th March. During 
[ie tay Sit Edward Grigy met the Regent the Iraqi Prime Minister and Fore} 


Minister and other leading Tragi politicians, He also paid a fying visit to 


‘Anglo-Tranian Oi! Company 
and successful, test + 

17. While he was here the invitations to the San Francisco Conference were 
issued and Sir Edward and Chad to receive the Traqi Prime Minister, the Fore 
Minister and two ex-Prime Ministers to record their protests that Syria and 
Lebanon had not been invited. Comment in the press on this omission has heen 
blunt and even bitter. There has even been criticism that Transjordan was not 
invited, though Ido not chink this hasbeen meant, very sricnsly. 

1G. On the Sst January Ramsi Nafi’ Agha, the Iraq member of « German 

hate expedition which fanded in Traq in 1943, and who was captisred by the 

Yagi police, was tried ky an Tragi court martial and sentenced to twenty years 
penal servitude under chapter 12 of the Bagdad Penal Code. The two para- 
Chutists mentioned as being at large in paragraph 20 of my despatch under 
reference have yet to be detained. 


‘at Abadan. His Visit was most opportiine 
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19, On the 3rd March a new list of twenty-two persons released from intern. 
Bint at Amara was published. They are all men of no account, largely personx 
Zaterned on crimiual charges who should normally ave feea sent to the common 
jai 
20. Some of the members of the Tragi delegation to the recent Conference U1 
Chambers of Conmorce at New York have returned, They visited other cities of 
Bh United States and report. hat they were very courteously received ly the 
Commercial Secretariat of His Majesty’s Embassy at Washington. Oiie of 
them, Abdol Hadi Chelabi, las spoken a little to a member of my stall of his 
Impressions of America, and didnot seem to he unduly impressed. with the 
Advantages of trading with that country. He reported that in many oases, such 
ts that of irrigation pumps and engines, the American product was more expe 
than the British, and no better. Yn luxury articles such as radios, refrigerators 
and cars the Traqis could not do better than (urn to the United States, but for 
‘ther things he felt that the United Kingdom was still the best source of supply 
He was surprised to find that the highest class of poplin and woollen cloth (0 fe 
bought in America comes from Great Britain He said that the Americans 
SpPeared to want to buy Lraqi dates, and he bad actually teen approached by 
ford Company for a deal involving a thousand tons of dates. ‘The Americal, 
said, somewhat resented the way in which we had monopolised the date tri 
uring the war. Tt is to be rogretted that Abdul Hadi Chelabi's public commenta 
Innyo been far loss constructive. In the vernacular press and elesrhere heh 
Inde given expression to sme surprising nonsense onthe osablitis of tr 
"xpansion between this country and America, and has arolwed expectations of 
Mollar erodits an an impronsive we 
21. Dates have, I am aftaid, boot a sore point for the last two thotitha, 4o far 
As growers on tho Tigrix and Tuphrates. are concerned, Theat growers hive 
bitterly complained of the treatment they have reseived: at the hands of. the 
fmoeasionary company, Mestre, Andrew Welt & Co.,Ltd, who have perhaps been 
Fathor inclined 0 stand very strictly to the Iotter of the concession. ‘The Date 
rd also appear to have helped in oreating misandoritandings. Xn short, the 
rowers of Zhi dates outside the Basra area find thomselves will large quant 
f dates on their hands which Andrew Weits refuse to take, for technical reas 
nd which they are unable to sell elsewhore by reakon of the conowsion and of the 
lack of transport... Ehope, however, that the probledn will he aatiefuctorily solved 
shortly, for it ix one which is of canoern to many Shatkha and notables 
22 Dicumsogn wit che Iragl Ministry of Fuxance koking to an ngroient 
for the mpply of United States dollars and other scarce foreign exchange for tho 
PRentiol nceds of this country during the current year aro still in progres, and at 
Mast show signs of being meemfully conchided, After some biint xpeaking o0 
the part of this embassy, Saleh Jabr has finally agreed to the sirronder of such 
‘Stohange to the sterling pool and to our other main dlesideriita 
Writing. the main question still outstanding is that of “ inviaibles”” ie. 
Prvvision of dollars for the Regent's visit to the United States, for Iraq's’ part 
Arab propaganda, for students and on, fan now set likely, the preset 
Minister of Finance is dropped from the Cabinet in the near future and replaced 
the more knowledgeable and conciliatory Abdullilah Hafidh, tho Inet stages of 
these difficult negotiations should proceed atnoothly and with relative apeed 
2H. There is little change to report in the ccowomic xitnation in penéral 
‘The country continues to suffer from as rdinately high prico level and a 
Mtiking shortage in consumer goods, Cotton textiles ‘have, however, cen 
Arriving in reasonable quantities and. distribution has now taken place in ost 
Areas. “United Kingdom Commercial Corporation purchases of barley under last 
Year's contract have beeat going well, and look like Being completed before the end 
SE May. ‘Thanks 10 abundant rain daring the winter, crop prospects are excellent 
[2M @ barley surplus of 350 to 400,000 tons is confidently predicted. This; has 
te to recommend to you, Sir, the desirability of an early decision én the part 
i His Majesty's Government on their policy towards this crop surplos this yout 
ite represented that while we control all shipping and other transport serving 
ls country, we cannot divest ourselves of interest in the disposal of surplis 
rain, which in tart foreshadows a continuation of political buying." if serous 
litical complications are to be avoided. While comparisons between local aud 
Fld prices are unreal owing to the continued existetie of special conilitione 
this and other Middle Eastern markets, prices this season ahold show 9. mari. 
eduction an thowe paid Tast year, which in turn were ery considevilly lave 
than-thase paid in 1943. 
(31729) a4 

































































24 Throughout the period under review the press has been more free and 
therefore more interesting than formerly, On the whole, its growing freedom has 
not 60 far been greatly abused. Tt is only occasioually, as for instance over Syria 
OF the release of intervecs, that I. bave. fo to sngzest moderation. 
So far as political detainees are concerned, t Egypt of Ahmed Maher 
by a pro Fascist fanatic he himself had caused to be released from internment, did 
not escape notice here. Compared with the vernacular press of Syria, Egypt and 
Palestine, the Bagdad papers are temperate and although from time 10, Lime 
articles do appear which can be construed as criticism of Britain, it must not be 
overlooked that day after day newspapers print articles which are very much in 
our favour, An interesting development is, that the Bagdad Radio has taken of 
its own iative to broadcasting a daily translation of “ the W the 
Tending article in the Frag Times. 

26, The British Council has continukd to fonction satisfactorily, and bas 

ile a; preliminary selection of six research students who are to 
gland dhe Council's expose Tor the est academic year 

‘2, At the beginning of this month Shakespeare was performed in Eng] 
in Bagdad forthe fet ine, yp fen. Arabic versions of 
tome of Shakespeare's plays, and English at the 
Siema; but the production of *' Romeo. and Juliet i ‘ing Faisal 
Hall was the first English presentation on. the stage, It was performed by the 
‘"Hlatsan Players,” a group of military amateurs under the direction of a medical 
inlasionaty who iv/at present a sal surged, bere. Their first production. was 
Fleckot's " Hanaan,” some eighteen months ago, They bave also performed 
tranalation, of Sophocles“: Antigone" and “T, § Eliot's “Marder inthe 
Cathedral.” It was very noticeable that on the first 
performances the majority of the atidience wore young Iraqis, 

77. The Brethethood of Ereedom ” recently arranged an exhibition called 
“Ting Know ‘Thymlf,’* the purpose of which was to bring hame to the people of 
Teng By ments of cartoons ahd diagrams the principal hygten deficienctes of the 

an bean remarkably succersful and called forth official commenda- 
er of Education xtibition is ‘now touring’ the 
rovinges, On its feturs to Bagslad, itis to bo ahown at the Traq Army Oflcars 
Stub, at the request of the Minister of Defence, 
‘An important series of changes has taken place or ia taking place amos 
Ga Fidmonds, Adviser to 
I. Ditchbarn, 
formerly 
will take over shortly. Mr. K.J- Ritchie, Adviser to Education, haa loft after 
‘only @ few months’ work on doctors’ or and he will shortly be succeeded by 
Trieut,-Calonel C. H. 0. Scaife, formerly associate profemor of English at Fuad 
al Awwal University in Cairo, Mr. TC rn has become Teo gal Advisor 
to the Minist 
Engineer. 


ant at Kuwait, the Political Intelligence Centre in the Middle East 
‘{tajecty’s Consular Officers Tag 
ave 


Pol 
‘and to His 
INAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


[B 2884 /195/08) No. 3. 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Receiced 16th April.) 


if, Bagdad, 30h March, 1945. 
ON the eve of my departure from Bagdad, it may be of interest if I briely 
review the situation as it stands to-day at the end of the four years during whi 
Thave had the honour to be head of this mission, 

2 When I arrived in April 1961 Rashid Ali al Gailani had established a 
stranglchold on administration throughout the country. His ehief supporters 
were a clique of ambitious politicians and army officers Who had been brought up 
tinder the'old Turkish régime. Rashid Ali was not & poptlar leader, but by 


9 


ethods which by now have unfortunately becarbe only too famniliar, he established 
an armed dictatorship, and the péople, cowed into acquiescence, could offer no 
Tesistance. Few Iraqis dared to Wisit me during that month. 2 

‘3. The fundamental reasons for this state of affairs were four, First must 
be put the gradual weakening of the administration and of the authority of the 
Government over a period of eight years which was ponctuated by cows dF tal 
Next was the fact that, with the death of King Faisal in 1983, the eountry 
chief unifying force. ‘His son, King Ghazi, was wild and unbalanced, aud. w 
hhe met his death in 1938 the Crown passed to a child of 4. The latter's uncle, 
the Amir Abdul'Iliab, who became Regent, was completely inexperienced, 
Stranger to the country, and hampered by shyziess and hesitancy. Nor had he any 
‘sensible or capable supporters to help him in establishing his position, He thus 
fell an easy prey to an unscrupulous gang: Thirdly, there were the 
‘Their old plans for eastern expansion were being revived; and they sent here as 
their minister a most industrions, experienced and energetic propagandist in 
Dr, Grobba. In contrast to the task of hie British diplomatic eulengues, who 
‘sought to guide the footateps of a mercurial people om to constructive patha, his 
role was enay he had to tindermine and destroy. In thie he war powerfully 
assisted by the growing might of Germany aud by the dynamism that emanated 
from Berlin and Rome. Britain, on the other hand, seme to be sunk i apathy 
Foarthly, to crown all, came the Arab rebellion in'Palestine, and tho harsh, but 
ineffective, measures Which we were taking to suppress it,’ Day after day the 
German and Italian radio would denounce our actions, and day after day we 
made no attempt to justify them. Our foreign policy in general was Weak and 
vacillating and oor prostge sank steadily 

4. At the same time the contrast between Iraq and other parts of the Arab 
world was striking. Io Saudi Arabia a strong man was in control of a kingdom 
which he himself had rade, a kingdom which lind never been the object of German 
ambitions. Tn Egypt and in Palestine we had maintained appreciable military 
forces for strategic reasons. In Syria the people were uncler control of the Freach 
army. In Iraq, however, despite its paramount importance, thery wore a fow 
British aircraft but no British troops and no effective organisation to fight enemy 
activities. Over a period of seven or eight years we had sat back and watched 
‘our influence decline, It was smnall wonder that, comparing our appareat weak 
ross and ineffectiveness with the dominating position we had held only ten, yoars 
before, the people of Iraq considered that, much as some might regret it, our Lime 
wus done. 

5. Ttwas obvious in April 1941 that Rashid Ali hoped, by feigning loyalt 
to the Anglo-Traqi Treaty, to keep His Majesty's Government tn play until such 
time ns the Germans were able to send forces to Iraq. ‘The prompt decision of Hix 
Majeay's Government to send troops to Basta saved the situation and placed 

Al quandary. If he allowed British troops to come to Bagdad he 
srould perish; sf be oppor them before the Germans were teady, he could not rly 
‘on the help of his secret ally. ‘The arrival at Basra from India of a second brigade 
forced his hand and he decided to attack while our forces were still waak, The 
tribes which had waited and watched during April continued inactive during 
May, deaf to all his exhortations 

6. When Bagdad was freed at the end of May 1941 by a small column that 
‘could scarcely have reached here had the desert tribes thrown in their lot with 
Rashid Ali, it became clear that the country in the main was with us, and was 
much relieved to see the last of that traitor dud his gang, But many proGerman 

ckets still existed, especially in the towns, and there was still tho danger of 
man invasion—invasion from two sides, for at the end of 1941 the enemy stood 
both upon the frontiers of Egypt and in the foothills of the Caucasus. In these 
circumstances my aim was— 

(@) To sccure full facilities for our war requirements and unimpeded oppor- 

tunities for training and defensive measares by our navy, army and 
force. 


Royal 
(0) To soot out pro-Nazis and bring abuat a change in publi fein, both to 


facilitate (2) and, loking farther ahead, to consolidate oot future 

Position by people realise vantage of alliance with us. 

(¢ Unotically aod'in the hope of helping to erente, greater sabiity, {9 
influence the administration as far as possible, but not to the extent 
of causing a crisis and s0 jeopardising (a) and ().. Owing to my per- 
sonal knowledge of the working of the goveramental machine and my 
old friendship with Ministers, shaikhs and others, I happened to be 
favourably placed for this, 










































































to ordinary 
jervass knowledge of Britain snd the British hy the 
iainen rooms, the operation of travelling cinemas. nnd above al 
hy eatabliahing personal contact with people in all walks of life, The Lkhwan al 
Wao hr el cals 

with the people, not on i ns 
Vourthly: in Bagdad, Moot WG bar hd 8 
Valuable éauteibution in bringing about a better understanding of our country and 
ly, tritate must be paid to the work of the British military tission, 
ddcisors and tany olbay of the Teai Government officials, end of the 
ollicers onder the orders of Combined Intelligence Centre, Iraq. Nor 
ention be omitted of the British army, which, hy its traditional straight 
aud ood tehaviour, bas done w greai deal to heal eld wounds "Tt 

‘s source of gratification to me, mal tribute to the personnel c 
that al thew dif rwerked alec oul enialiy mgetbe 


pestle 


fur more that Uey « 

that Tragis aa a whole we ‘Ali, nnd that hix revolt ‘camo 

rofound shook to them. They were ashasned, and wanted to make amend 
Consequently we received full cooperation, both from the Goveruinent and 
from the peuplé ae whole, even in the mort difficult days of 1941 and 1942 

proof of thin, it is to be noted that sauapects of all kinds were energetically 
Founded up and interned, that the Teagi authoriticn themselves, of tbeir own 
motion, tried and hanged three of the four members of the Golden Square who 
fell into their hands, and that all Rashid Ali's Ministers who are not in exil 
ate in prison, Not a nmemur hax been heard from anyone against the execntion 
ff these drastic sentences. ~ 

As regards the question of influencing the Adrioistration, it is mot 

petiape alongs relied how dial Iraq x ta gover. “Unlike Expt and the 
evant, before the British occupation fra. bad been abject. to ‘almort no 
Western influences. ‘The country consisted in fhet of three of the most ney 
Bropinoe of a merivund empire: Tn edition, it was and i divided by 

and differencesthe Sb 


re of the Meslora majority. Townson. have lite 
u, who are heavily armed and wustomed from tii 
oree any wocroachiment ‘on their. privileges, This 
joty calls (or the highest standant of administration. Moreover, 
tundred miles of wild land frontiers, with potenti lly trouble 
's, Turkey, Persia ard Saudi Arabia. "Even in poace-t 
dilfenlt country to govern, bot with the dislocation, meatly cc 
the war has Inevitably brought with it, it i# small wonder that th 
felt discontented with their Government. To deal with this aituation the Iraqi 
th ment had ot their dixposal a corps of officials, few of whom had received 
fn Western education, and most of whom bad been corrupted by ten years of 
tiarulon “Working Witt them was a very small group. of British officials, 
Fortunately, the Traqi Government reatised their own shortcomings and applied 
seeaetey-tous fer help, with the resalt-that there are now more Hritish 
Aficials in the Government than for many yeare past. Indeed, we cannot supply 
Ail the officers that are wanted, Of their own volition the Traiti Government 
fave, ince 1041, placed Britons in executive change of Imports and Exports, 
Irrigation, the Veterinary ‘Service and the Transport Service, and we have also 
Britons as heads of the Port and af the Railways administrations. Tn all the 
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Ministries where they are employed British advisers are now effectively consulted, 
‘his has applied particularly to education, which before was a focus of anti 
British agitation. On the whole, therefore, in spite of much corruption and 
incficicncy, it is only fair to record that the: Iraqis have isin well to the 
occasion. Everywhere public security is, good atid taxes are\collected. ‘There 
$e naturally grombling about the high cost of living, the shortage of textiles 
‘and other commodities, bot it is not serious. Only in Kurdistan to-day is there 
4&2 potentially dangerous tension. 

10. While the position is therefore comparatively satisfactory, it would 
be most’ misleading to pretend that. it will automatically remain 40. ‘The 
Problem of government without experienced assistance is too difficult. for these 
people in their present state of development. This is clear now. It will become 
rea clearer when British troops, which haye done so auch to steady: the situation 
during the last four years, are withdrawn after the war. . Besides the inherent 
‘stresses which I have described in aph ®, there are-too-many personal 
hates and rivalries, too little motual confidence and. public spirit, and too much 
intrigue to ensure stability and continuity, without some external iniluence. 
‘The it, although he showed considerable personal courage in 1041, a dt 
Tithouh he affection for Britain is beyond question, ig;nove the less no lender 
‘He has many of the qualities and defects of bis father. With 
{most of whom are Hritish) he bas an easy, natural manner, 
is liked by the Iraqi army, whose exercises he constantly attends, and which 
te in determined shal not gain, if be can Delp be, dd aia am Thut 
he finds his poblic dutien w very beavy burden, largely because there is no Iraqi 
in whom he feels he can place implicit confidence, He therefore needs proppl 

‘all the time. ‘There is no present alternative lo him, and in any case auoth 
in the bead of the State would be most unfortunate. 1( must alway 


1 every 
reonal wi 

whom, for some few years more, rts 

individualists. When they get into office their chief preoceupation is to score 

‘off their opponents, and to undermine hostile combinations in the Sena\ 

Cabinet can endure long enough to produce continuity or stability. 

‘who should provide the latter, and I fear that we must do it for some 

Come, because the rising generation, while it hus produced many ardent criticw, 

her hitherto farniched no men of courage ot action. So far ax the educated 

lass is concerned, itis a generation of Hamlets, ‘The malcantents of the 

‘so-called intelligentsia have pretended in this country, as in others, to be attracted 


to Rassian political ideas. There are probably ess than a scoce of people in 


h bat ‘the moat superficial knowledge of the Russian. p 
Pee vam "box hese a cloak for any critical opinion, whether 


‘Some old Nazi ig, Communist 


past, 
To some extent we 


best we can 
Grsrions, a violent clash 
inevitable in time. 
TL If Traq_ were not impos eto, bat 
it ie fa fact, extremely important. ion, ia 0 
ts comtnanications, we have a thi 
ii view of the interest which Russi 
in the Middle East. We no longer hold. the 
alsin our positon! , What means 
is  conntries is, a8 if 
Sons posite. Already in Eevpt eatin of the 
treaty. Teagestemints are 
so far signifying any single partic 
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or of keoping permanently larger forces than those defined in the Anglo-Traqi 
Treaty, is completely out of date, Nevertheless, it is possible for us to maintain 
‘our place here, and indeed, to enhance it; because there is no doubt whatever 
iat Traq is fandamentally far more friendly to us than to any other Power, 

now or At-any other time. and it is worth while to keep it so. In his speech of 
farewell to me last. week the Minister for Foreign Affairs publicly declared that 
th policy of the fraqi Government was to continue to employ " Britieh scientists 
and experts in various branches and to train Iraqis in Great’ Britain. to.b 
Seienciste and experts, In the sume speech his Eacellency. stated that Iraq's 
fricndship with Britain is the-cornerstone of her’poticy. This statement, which 
would have been branded as “treachery four years ago, has been widely 
acclaimed, both in public and in private. ‘This fecling rests on a sound basis 
for more anil more people in Traq are coming to see that the treaty, which at 
tho time when it-was signed was by many regarded ax a bond of servitude, 
in fnet, % guarantee of freedotn. They tealise that by granting us conceasions 
as regards ofl and cormunjantions (from both of which fran materially beoelita) 
they have engaged us to maintain thetr frontiers: and they acknowledge that 
in a war in which so many frontiers have been obliterated we have held these 
inviolate without ever, oven after 141, encroaching on Iraq's internal 
independence 

12, The dosidorate'T consider for the maintenance of our preseut relations 
are 

(@) Sympathotio and understanding treatment of Traq’s problems by His 
Majesty's Government, especially af economic problems and’ thowe connected 
with the change ovr from war to peace in tho next few years. Such treatment 
will mako these people feel that, part from other considerations, their close 
‘aesociations with ux redound to thoir material bonefit. havo been told that 
some departients in London ave antagoniatic to Trvg tecanse they think Iraq 
nro graxplng. ‘They ars, and's9 are all Orientaly—-and perhaps some Westerners 
oo. As Bismarck said of the Balkans -"" Liberated nations are not grateful— 
they are exacting,” But i€ in of British interests that we should think, and 
wo ahoutd reabiso that by downing Fraq we injure ourvelves, We should not. be 
weak, but we shavld be fair and juat, and we should avoid like tho plage 
Adopt. tough ine” Just tobe ingh, Above al, we shoud avid any 
‘action which night injure the amour: propre of the countey and its citizens. They 
fire 4 inall people, at the beginning of their independent existence, aud it ix 
natural that they should havo ait adolescent sensitivencss, Almost over night 
publio. opinion cin An. inconsiderate act or speech, produces an 
‘exiggorated dosp 

(0), ‘The of ge 
An. amnbsosadl Wy tho ature. of leis ollie 
Gur real influence should te inside the Government, through British, officials 
TE We provide good men, thery is ‘why Trad should not ask for more, 
be theo a nothing to gin tn forcing oficial om the Keng Government, and we 
nat wage remernber that Tris ars yor eritcal of foregvers, whom thy 
pay #0 very fitch higher than thelr own Ministers, and are quick to spot a yecom 
rater, T have long held that th ppmion ‘of the most suitable ren will be best 
aeaured by the creation of n Middle Rast personnel pool, embracing the Foreign 
Office, Colonial Office and Tndia Office, from which trained and competent men 

ded. T test that some wich plan may noon: materialiae 

lie portant ‘that we should maintain the persaoal contacts 
which wo have created. We thould therefore keep on the organisations. of 
Political Advisorats and Public Relations for ns long ax possible, . When she time 
‘comes to give them up, we thust hope that there will be some admiviatrative 
tupectors oF land sattlemont officers in the districts. Failing this, we should 
consider the establishment, of more consulates whore duties would be mainly 

ivico-social. The Britinh Tnstitates must be encouraged and the more British 

Ufficiale we can get into the Education Department, both in the towns and in 
the districts, the better, ‘The Oriental Secretariat of this embassy. will become 
tore important as the other orjanisations change or disappear, and it must 
place high value on personal Contacts 


1% A relationship between Iraq and Britain has developed wl 
us ino strong and enviable position. It will, T consider, be our own 
‘wo allow that position to deteriorate. We must be continually on oar guard and 
on the alert for naturally we have many enemies and critica not nll of them 
Tragi. Finally, we must take into account in all our actions the new feeling of 
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solidarity and unity which animates the whole Arab world. ‘The Arabs them- 
selves have publicly acknowledged that it is we who have sponsored it and that 
it is we who have made its realisation possible. It is all the more important, 
therefore, to consider the Arab world as one, and not ax yarious units on the 
map, to be handled individually or in sections by different Goverament depart- 
ments. Our policy towards the Middle East as a whole, it seems to me, requires 
grealer co-ordination, It: may, for example, ecm a. small Ung in Landon to 
Breeat the King of Egypt with an airraft and make the Regent of Iraq bay 
for his But. such an incident can have. serious consequences ns implying 
favouritism, And, as Lord Killearn has stated, we must be on our guard against 
the painful ibe that the only way to got anything ont af tho Brite hick 
u 


14. Any action which we take in regard to Syria or Palestine, for instance, 
will, as I have often emphasised, have a direst and immediate bearing on our 
position, influence and prospects in Lraq: and it is to the snaintenance of Britinh 
Frtorests and Rritieh inflcence that our eiorts abould be primarily and consistently 
devoted. It is creditable to-any man that be should feel moved to pity and 9ys 
Patty hy he suferiogs ofthe Jows ot the Assyrians or the Kuro the Arabs: 

Wit You cawnot govern by sentiment. Political lines of force do not change, and 
the laws of geography and history cannot be revoked... Our interests in. this part 
of the world have been identical for more’ than 200 years, Originally. thowo 
inicresta wero relfish. They are no longer a0, for. whether wo will it of not, the 
lives and foreanes of all the inhabitants of the Middle East ore ax directly bound 
up with the nce of our position as were those of their anceators with 
the exiatance of the Roman Empire. Were we to be driven from our paramount 
porition here, the Middle East would dissolve in a chaos uch ax that which 
enveloped it when the Roman Empiro decayed. In time, it may well be, other 
fhations will be willing to share our responsibititios, ax they are already eager 
to share i Bat that day tne yet to come, Unt i dawn. i is for 

m, and by #0 doing to preserve and enhance the tranquillit; 

‘and historic land cone 

ot close this last despatch without recording how mich  owo to 

‘thy own staff. I have endeavoured to show that such success as has been achieved 
during the last foar years has been due to the united ellorts of a good many depart 
mente and people working in harmony to a definite end. In this concerted: plan, 
the embassy staff had a vital and cesential part to play, and T cannot rpeak too 

highly of the manner in which, one and all, they have ncquitted themmsalves. 1 
‘owe theus a doop debt of gratitude. 

Faalt Lam sending «copy of thle derpatch tthe Sinnce Benidnt, bide 

a 

T have, &e. 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


{8 2542)/1719/93 No. 4 
Mr. Stonchower-Bird to Me. Miles {iteretned WN. April.) 


Se 149). 
ir, Bagdad, 10th April, 1045. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on the Oth Apel L was received in 
Abdionco by His Royal Highness the Regent of Iraq and: presented. to him my 
Trotter of Credence and the Letter of Recall of my. prylecessor. 

| 2. The ceremony followed tho usual lines. ‘The Chiet of Protocol of the 
Ministry for Forcign Affairs and his assistant called at the embassy with a 
fen ooort of the Royal Bodyruard at 1.16 and af 116 Land iy sta 


for the Palace. ‘The of the cortige through the streets attracted 
‘eensiderable crowds of Iraqis of all classes who appeared. thoroughly: to. enjoy 
tho spectacle and applauded intermittently in a spanner. which was clearly 
Unrebearsed. There were also cries of God give you vietory!” Lam informed 
members of my staff that this show of eathusinsm, ingeduous and ragged as 
‘Was, is most ubusual azoong these normally undemonstrative people and that 
Watiords a remarkable illustration of the rise of British popularity that lias 
fakin place in the past four years 
© 8. A Guard of Honour was awaiting me at the Palace and after it bad 
‘boon formally inspected I was ushered into the Ambassadors’ receptjon room 













































































where Iwas met by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Shortly afterwards 1 was 
received by His Royal Highness. ‘The Regent's reception of me was most 
friendly. There were no set speeches, but I told His Roval Highness how proud 
and hououred I felt to have been chosen to suceoed Sir Kinahan Cornwallis. I 
realised how difficult this succession would be, but I felt sure I could count on 
the help of His Royal Highness and of a friendly Imqi Government and people. 
Iwets Tater ute to tll the Ragent that, when ‘The King had recived me ia 
aiidience on my appointinent, he had spoken in warm terme of His Highness 
‘and had said that ho was looking forward to secing him on his return from the 
United States. His Highness spoke in terms of the warmest affection and 
admiration for The King and Queen and is obviously much looking forward to 
hhis visit to England. ‘The Regent assured me, in conclusion, that T could 
count, at all times, on his friendship and collaboration. 

4. At tho close of oar conversation T presented the metnbers of my stat 
to Fils Royal Highnoss. "Pho Oriental Counsellor, who know him well, said that 
hho was obviously itt n good mood and had boon pleased by what T had told hia. 
Wo talked aud Tanghed tagether for Title longer, and then withdrew and 
roturnied to tho embaxsy. ‘The ceremonies were well organised and off 
without « hitoh 1 wos particularly improssed by the friendliness of the officials 
with whom F hid converaition, including the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
the Prosidents of the Senate and Chambor of Deputies on who £ paid formal 
calla during the cour of the wame day. 

5. Thve sent copy ofthis despatch to the Minister Rexident; Cairo, 

awe, 
HUGH STONEHEWER-BIRD. 


(B 9064/182/93) No. 6, 


Sir IM. Stonchewer-Bird to Mr. Eden. 
(No. 211, Secret.) 
Sir, Bagdad, 21 

AB T had the honour to report to you in my telegram No. 
10th May, the Regent expressed to General Renton his very grave concern At 
the delay in the supply of ‘sjaipment for the Traqi army. His Highness had 
said that not only was this delay a source of great disappointment and dis 
illusiontment to the young officers, who were keener and more efficient than ever 
hoforg, bat it was exposing both im and His Majesty's Government to dangerotis 
critician. Tt was being aid that His Majesty's Government were deliberatél 
withholding the equipment as they did pot wish to see a well-equipped 
efficient Teagi army. As regards himself, there were two forms of criticist: 
in spite of his loyalty and friendship towards the British be had not even enod 
intluence with them to obtain « few tanks and armoured vehicles, or, alternatively, 
he too proferred a weak and ill-equipped army as presenting less danger 10 
himeolf. His inability to obtain this equipment for his army made him appeat, 
and indeed feel, completely ineffectual, and perhaps the best solution wae 
resignation. 

2 The General Officer Commanding Paiforee, who accompanied General 
Renton when the latter called to report the conversation, suggested that, if T 
saw no objection, he should see the it before I saw him and van fully 
the reasons for the delay. T readily agreed to this proposal as the Regent 
T know, a great esteem and liking for Sir Arthur Smith. The latter wai 
tne that he was afraid it would be impossible to keep the conversations on 
purely military level, but he would, as for as possible, steer the Regent of the 
discussion of matters within my preserve. An account of the interview, which 
took place yesterday, is contained in the accompanying copy(") of a personal 
otter addressed to me by General Smith, 

‘3. Teaw the Regent myself just after General Smith had left him. After 
‘a short talk aboot His Royal Highness’s coming visit to the United States, 
Canada and the United Kingdom, T approached the question of cotipment. The 
Regent repeated the reasons why, as he had explained to General Renton, he 


(7) Not printed. 
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dsl the matter 2s oxo of grave’ political édhcern both to himelf and to 
= Goverament. I replied that T bad reported to you by telegta 
of the protiem, Ws Highness must wot think for « taihute that 
gv Olfce or the War Ofice were unsympathetic or had been dilatory, 
eaty’s Goverament did not, as Geneeal Smith had doubles ex pinine! 
‘lone in this malter, His Highness said that he hisicel? wow unerstvd 
pention, bot the dificalty was to get ft across to his people, and cren to 
his Ministers I replied that it might perhaps help if 1 gave bim simply and 
briefly my own understanding of the British position in the mutter. There was, 
Traaid, a period when we bad apent in the prosecution of the war practically the 
ast dollar, not only which the Government, but which each individual Britert, hid 
possess.” Not only had we done this but, by concentratigg almost exclusively 
fn the pronaction of war material at the expense of gur industries, which had 
teen reduced to eommething like 20 per cent. of pre-war level, we bud temporarily 
undermined our power to earn more dollars. "Fortunately for us a solution of 
bur dificalties was found by the United States Goverument leave lend, an this 
Arrangeroent, twat geoerous as i was, yet placed upon uscertain datoral ebligiticns 
fans of which was that mecoull nok re-sxport lend teaso war matarialor war taaterial 
of similar nacre produced by oorelves, except in pursnuce of the war elle 
His Highness wool agree that it was aot postible to argue that, the supply of 
eqipment tthe Teac army wax an urgent war-time military ee The os 
tion. might, of course, have been moslified by the cexsation of hostilities in Europe, 
and Thad made a further appeal to you i the hope dat this Wns the caso. The 
it thanked me and said that he had never before #o fully appreciated our 
ies. He would, be hoped, be ablo to ronke his Mi understand Flix 
Majesty's Government's position, but the genieral public might remain iguorant 
T sxid that my counsellor and T had decided that, when the Feceutly draws Up 
exchange agreement wax published it would be well to call in representatives uf 
the Press and give them some background material, thus for peatalling uninformed 
criticism, "His Highness thought this an axcellent iden 
4. T then asked the Regeat if fe would, ax this was my last opportunity 
of seeing him before bis departure, give me a brief exposd of the altuation. in 
Trag ax be aaw it, with _ ia} reference to Anglo-Iraqi relations. T had not 
been here long, bet T had been struck by a rather curious Phenomenon. Most of 
tthe leading Traqis with whom Thad spoken, or whore conversations with, members 
Of my salt nd teen report to mt expe the deste to an His Majoy's 
Government play a much greater réle in Traq, On the other hand there was a 
great deal of talk, 401 was told, aboot Iraq ochieving complete inddpandence, 
about freedom to choose her own markets, about release from the stranglehold sf 
British directorates (port and railways), and aboot the Brivish political advisers 
5. The Rogont said that Iraq needed and wanted British auistance, ‘Those 
who objected to British direction of the port aud the railways wore. merely 
stupid: they must realino that there wore ho Iraqis eapable of doing the jobs 
eficioutly, What Iraq wanted from vis was good advice and good guidance. The 
‘country wanted British advisers but they must be of the highest standard, able 
not only to advise ou current affairs, But wien of vision who cond plan fer the 
future.” He instanced Mr. Swan, British adviser to the Ministry of Finance, who, 
he said, could carry out hie daily dutics satisfactorily but was not a than why 
could usefully evolve a long-term financial policy for the cottutry, Tho best way 
to stamp aut communism, of the spread of which he thought these was none fee, 
‘was to find eexployment’ for the working classes, This could bo done by the 
promotion of large agricoltaral and other ventures and for this the county must 
employ really high-grade specialists and was willing to pay high salaries, As 
regards the political advisers, His Highness said that they were doing valuable 
‘which could not te dane ate well by Iraqis, whose jndyment inh dispute 
would serene ot by = ‘or rolig ay priate ‘There was no 
criticism of .the cers themselves, ‘‘especially the younger ones” (this, 
‘Mr. Thompson tells me, was an indirect hit at Colonel Lyon ed Mr. Tanne 
who were believed to be undaly pro-Kardish). There was criticism of their 
carrying on their duties in British pay as advisers to the embassy in military 
uniform, and T asked whether Hix Highness meant that he would welcome their 
services after the war as civilian district inspectors, or with sme other such title: 
Iraqi Government pay. If so, Hix Majesty's Government would certainly like ta 
Jknow in good time as the future of these vouneer ten had tobe considered. Tt was 
manifestly impossible to ask a young man to accept employment with a foreign 
Government unless he had security of tenure for a very considerable ‘number of 


years or ufiléss he were a member of the British foreign or colonial service 







































































seconded for special. duty... My predecessor had, I know, teen. very_much con: 
cerned on this point, and the matter was, I hoped and believed, receiving earnest 
consideration at home. His Highness said that I could quote him as saying 
that the Iragi Government would want to employ young district inspectors. 
When Nuri cime back with him from England and formed a new Cabinet he 
would take the matter up with me olficialy 

6. His Highness asked me always to be quite frank with him, and not to 
hesitate to criticise him or his Ministers if I felt they were on the wrong. lines 
He wanted to feel that be had the full confidence and backing of His Majesty's 
Government and to avoid that feeling of isolation from which he had suffered 
in 1939 and 1949, T promised to do my best, but pointed out that I had much 
to learn before I could personally be of much help, but as His Highness had given 
me this opening there were points on which T could perhaps usefully 5 I 
had beard with real consternation that His Highness had once again spoken of 
resignation. This was unthinkable for the reasons which Sir Kinaban Cornwallis 
had given him in March. I conld obviously not speak with my predecessor's 
weight of the full effect which such a step would have locally, but I had seen 
proof with my own eyes of the charmingly affectionate relations which existed 
Ketween him andthe foun King. and hit resiguation sold bot fail Yo oopardiae 
the King’s position. “Mle had told me that be wished Fis Majesty's Government 
to take ‘an ever more sympathetic interest in Iraq and its development; his 
resignation would be a profound shock to my. Sovereign, who had told me how 
highly Ne valued him, and to His Majesty's Government, who had confidence 
in him. AM the British here, army and civilian, from General Smith down. 
‘wards, liked him. T'was sure that his tention of resignation had been made at 
4 passing moment of depression, He admitted that this was the case. Fle had a 
vente of duty to the King and bin country, and would remain at his post, but ct 
times he wondered whether he was doing all he could for the counts He was 
inexperienced and, though hie realised what the country needed, he did not know 
how to set about providing it: that was why it was so vital for him to have the 
best powsible advisers in all spheron.. T asked His Highness at this point whether 
ho wna soon going to fil the post of Chamberlain, It was sarely most important 
that he xbould have # first-class Iraqi adviser. Hie replied that the question had 
been exercising his and Nuri’s mind. ‘The difficulty was that a Court Chamber- 
‘in, if a nuffolently big man for this job, wished, sooner or later, to become 
Cabinet Minister. I ventured to suggest that the best answer was to give 
the Chamberlain Cabinet rank “The Regan said be thought this would be done 

7, Another criticism which T had 


10. Tragis fully realise that they are not yet fit either to administer oF 
develop their country without a large measure of outside assistance; they want 
tis help if powible from Britain alone. “The Regent, thongh not ‘all hie 
Ministers agree, wants a strong and efficient army. to the throne. and 
uninterested in: politics There must ‘be the minithomy interference with the 
‘pparent soversign independence of the country: all technical and administra. 
tive help should be given by officials in the pay of the Iraq Government: we 


should not oppose the appointment of an ambassador in Lontion. We must, at 
all times, avoid the appearance of greater generosity towards other countries in 
‘our sphere, especially towards Egypt. 


u 


I venture to stress once again most. strongly that the 
ie only, means of maintaining our influence and prestige in 
Pais i he suppl of advners of th highest quality 

am. sending a copy of this despaich to the Minister Resident in the 

Middle East, the General Otficer Communding-in-Chief, and the ‘Nic’ Ofte 
Commanding. 

Thay 
HUGH STONEHEWER BIRD. 





(B 4260/19/93) No. 6. 


Sir H. Stonehewer-Bird to Mr. Edeu.—(Receiced 3th June.) 


"i ; Bagdad, 2nd June, 1945, 
IN my despatch No, 211 of the 2ist May I reported my farewell audience 
with the Regent before hix departure for America, and also, in the latter para 
Sraphs, summed ap my first impressions of this country, its people and our 
relations with them. Since writing that despatch I have had the opportunity of 
Toport Lo you my impressions. To be precise, it-was tot my fret journey outsid 
Hagdad ; T had planned to spend three days in Wax?a during the second week of 
May, but the very day on which T arrived broaght the announcement of Victory 
T had to return dd. Nevortholoss, during even the fow hours I spent 
ling that the reception accorded me Was i 
Of a ral denire to see: His Majesty's reptonentative in this country take an active 
interest in its alfire, and of pleasure that I should wish to establish pormonal 
relations with ita ctizean, 

2 Lsclected for my next journey the liwae of Kut and Amara, because I 
was advised that these wero tribal areas of coriderable Amportance which could 
conveniently be visited before. the great heat of the summer made journeys in the 
south out of the question. T wax particularly anxious (0 visit tribal area becatie 
almost ax soon as T arrived here a succession of tribal leaders from the north ated 
from the south, Arabs ond Kurds alike, cause to'call on me, and all expressed the 
hope that the close tex which exist between the embamy and the tribes would be 
maintained. These were not mere words of courtesy, but obviously. indicated 
anxiety lost, with the departure of my predgcorsor and the approaching end of 
the war in the west, British policy towards Iraq were going to change, or rath 
to be frank, relapse into itx former apathy anid disinteresteduens, Teas infor 
bby members of my stall that this anxiety was vory widely felt, X have therefore 
made it my bosiness to aesure one and all whom I have mot that His Majesty's 
Government will continue to interest thomdelves actively in the welfare of this 
Saumiy_ aed ite inhabitants, and I have good reason 10 believe uh, hove dena 
lances have given satifaction, 


et with 

. Amir Rabia, at his 

Thence Twas able to make 

allowing day to Hai, on the 

kindly placed at my dirpoaa! 

down the Tigris to Amara, which 

The following day, cwing to the necessary 

rearrangement of programme, was exceptionally crowded, but it was possible {> 

fit in official calls, the inspection of the Amara Secondary School, at luncheon. 

Eeompaniel by a regatta, with Sheikh Mohamed a Uri, a musicipal recep” 
ion, and a moonlight dinner-party with switmin as tho guest of 

Sheikh Majid al Khalifa Tibet motored by night to lasts returning te Bepdet 
on Friday morning, the Air Officer Commanding having very Keadly phe 

‘@ machine at my disposal. te Sega E A ee 
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4: need not weary you with the details of the programme which Tha 
outlined above, but there were certain recurring aspects of my reception which T 
it is worth while to record. In the first place, the officals of the Iraqi Govern. 
ot, mutessarifs, kaimakams, commandants of police, mayors and directors 
all made it quite clear that they wished to give me as cordial x 
as their resources permitted, Not only in the provincial eapitals, bat 
es the same spirit prevailed. By day, I was greeted with triumphal 
arches, flags, motoes, palm fronds, flowers, cheers, addresses and poems; by 
ght, with slaborate illuminations and sumptuons banquets. At every reception 
speech I was informed both privately and publicly that itis the wish 
country to be ansociated as closely as possible with Great 
janifestations of official cordiality are genuine, as I believe 
are. then clearly they represent a spirit which must be regarded as a sterling 
Tot even were the enthusiaem simulated, it would, nevertheless, indicate 
o Iragi Government thought it worth while to conciliate a powerful ally. 
‘An Tsay, belive that by far the greatest proportion of the friendship displayed 
Pe tl ied A col re pent peery eh 
in doing my best to maintain and increase it, 
‘3. My second impression is that of the tumultuoas and overwhelming 
ion nccorded me by the two sections of the Aba Mohammed tribe, of whose 
sheikbs was the guest. The entertainments were on the most lavish scale. The 
heats roasted in my honour could be counted by the score, the invited to 
eet we by the hundred and, on at least one occasion, by the thousand. These 
*"gueala,"” wore not only smiles, but rifles ax well, and the object of their assembly 
‘warn doubt to impeess both me and the representatives of the Traqi Government, 
with their friendliness, certainly, but ulso with their power and potential nui 
Wo aro sometimes accused of undue proference for the romantic and the 
quo, and there is often force in this accusatio mceal that 
the life which in lived by these tribesmen does not belonye ry any more 
than thoit beuutiful river craft oF their strange and fantastic tribal daices.. They 
‘aro murvivals, wo must admit, but we must also admit that a varvival which is 
farmed to the tocth with magazine rifles is oe with which it ie better to be friends 
‘than etiemies, 
Go My third i 
have created among 1 
Ppolitable market if only we can exploit it. Undoubtedly. they will prefer to 
“buy British,” and it la much to be hoped that it will prove possible to place 
British agricultural and domestic goods on sale here soon, before we low the 
trade to our competitors. 
7. My final impression ik a roinforcemet b T referred 
to in the Tast sentence of paragraph I above. My e 
goes back nearly a quarter of a century and, whother in Morocco or Saudi. Arabia, 
Thave found that paper and protocol mean Tittle to the Arab. Personal infl 
‘and confidence mean everything. Tam informed that the fact that 1 un 
thin (rip, and the fact that T made it elear that T intended ny poliey to 
Of personal acquaintance with all clasees of citizens, have been very favout 
roceived 
5. The full rigours of the summer will soon be upon we—noonday shade 
temperature has already reached 110 degrees—and it will not be practicable to 
make furthor tours into Southern Iraq until the autumn. T feel, however, that 
it is important that T should have some acquaintance with Kurdistan as soon 
‘ux possible, and T hope with your approval to spend a week in the narth at tho 
end of this month. 
9. Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister Resident in the 
Middlo East, the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief and the Air Officer 


Commanding. ‘tats 
ve, be. 
HUGH STONEHEWER BIRD. 
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CHAPTER II1.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous, 
[E 2845 /289/38) No.'7. 


‘Mr. Wall to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran) —(Received tw Foreign Office, \6th Aprit) 
(Xe 4) 
Sir, 

3 Tabris, Wth March, 1045. 

IN accordance with your circular despateh No, 33 of the 10th June, 1944, 
‘have the honour to submit an appreciation of conditions it this consular district 
during the six months ended on the 28th February, 1945, 

2. Relations between Soviet and. Persian Authoritice—Relations between 
tho local representatives of the Soviet and Persian Governments emeryed from 
the crisis of the oil question fundamentally uncha 
Russians a jealous control of administrative authori 
Prevent any repression of the Left-wing elements to whom the Ri 
to provide them with the ap; 


Antereats 
ed in some 

‘casos with a sup, 

at the end of 

have grown great ia théin shadow 

of the 

by the 


he official who takes it. There 
h intervention, which was seen nt it directo 
in the expulsion of the Commandant of the Third Divinion, Sari Khortovas 
ast Noveraber, anid which appears {rom ttn to timo in an altont abent-mindedly 
apn, way as in the-ordere forthe slenning of Tubrix sree published by the 
Rumian  town-commandant last Decetuber. Indirect inte throwgh 
“popular premure.”. whether it originates there, at notin clowly. watched 
and gr by the Soviet consulate-general, mainly through the ‘intermediary 
of the two Cancasian vico-conmls, MM. Guliey and Caseanov, All Loft 
Wing pressure ix believed by Persian officials to be an expression of the 
will of the Soviet. nathoritios: they roront it-the more ws boing. an alftont 
Only to their national pride but to their personal dignity, ax a man rose 
apping of w cur which he dare wot kick for fear of He master,” The Sov 
Authoritics, finally. by withboldingtbeir approval of the appointment of an 
Persian official of independence “and courage have. sucorsted in, olsalning 
Gh ectoinletration.conapletaly. soheorvienh.to, Simi withens. the ‘culy, aenice 
Official of any energy and moral fibre in the whole of Azerbaijan is Sarhang 
‘Durakhshani, who, though he has lost his post. of Governor-General of Western. 
Azerbaijan, continues to command the Third (Tabrie) Division of Persian troops 
‘That he has done so, so far, without loss of credit, is a tribute to his iplomacy. 
But the resuit of thie sapervision of appointimeats is » spineless admintetrnticn 
Which, while it does nothing against asian interests, does nothing at all it 
the interests of the country 
3% Objects of Soviet Policy in Azerbaijan.—Nothing bas occurred in the 
last six months to modify the view expressed in the last appreciation (dated 
2nd August, 1044) that Soviet practice aims at maintaining 9 fluid situation 
In Azoréaljun whch can be turaed fo advantage at Use ead of the wat 18 whatever 
wag then seems best to the Soviet Government” Tk js certainly difficult to escape 
the conclusion that the weakness of the Persian administration here is largely 
due to Sovic icy, for with a very little encouragement from the Russians 
itcould be mage much stronger. Ou the other hande there in litle evidense 10 
‘apport the widespread belief thatthe Soviet. Government am st detaching 
erbai 


in from Persia and sponsoring its union with the ‘Azerbaijan Soviet 


Repablic. Indeed, on all public occasions—and they are many—when the highest 
Soviet offiinis here speak that er 


they are careful to emphasise that it is to Persia, 
‘ol to Azerbaijan, that they speak. Moreover, there has been, in the latter half 
(1729) c2 
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of the period under review particularly, noticeable absence of separatist 
prop public speeches of leaders of the Freedom Front. Some 
have displayed their Persiau patriotioa inv the most theatrical way. At the 
same time the materials for a separatist: movement exist in plenty im the com- 
rusia and racial aspirations of the Kurdish, Assyrian and Armenian minorities 
tus well as in the language barrie between this province aud the rest of Persia and 
its corollary of greater sympathy with the repablic across the notthers frontier 
Nor can it be denied that below the surface Soviet officials and soldiers of 
Caucasian race earry on a good deal of propaganda for a Greater Azerimijan. 
Tf these people are not encouraged by higher Soviet authorities, they do bot seem 
to be very actively discouraged. It ean scarcely be doubted that, in, whatever 
forma Soviet policy way be expressed, its underlying object is to ensure that Soviet 

land. veagontie’ influence ‘remain dominant in this province. Not 

uirally, the Soviet authorities seek to achieve this object by the methods 

hey feel moat at bore. 

Jet Propayanda>The past six months have been marked by a steady 
swagtoning otal oor form of Soviet pron, The cherie 
wohicle—leaving aside the Freedom Front, which is something more—ie th 
Trane-soviet Cultural Society. This organisation, which hax spacious p 
‘equipped with w cinema projector, holds meetings on an average twice a week, 
It in sorved with indefatigable zeal by a number of local people who are either 
jeouine admirers of everything Russian ot have # strong interest it appearing 
so Tew meetings, which are usually packed, run often to inordinate length, 
Nopinning with speeches translated sn eadenso into two lanynages, and ending 
sither with n film or with @ concert of Azerbaijani and Russian music. tx joint 
‘halrmen are the Governor-General iand the Soviet Copsul-Genceal, and there 

Trranch under the presidency of the Goveruor-General’s wife, ‘The 

ndonbtedly a auccom, for while everyone recogmines that ite motives 
‘iro purely propagandist and that it may wot survive the cewupation, it» dows 
meanwhile both provide entertainment of a better sort thant anything el 
Tabria and it offers a welcome outlet for a good deal of loeal orgwnising, oral 
and literary talent 

5. A well-stocked Russian bookshop wax opened in the town last October. 
Residn thin, there iam recontly enlarged reading room from which the news 
in broadeast/ and where news photographs are displayed and the progress of 
the Russian artes marked on a large map. The Riesian school; which was 
‘pened! lant. Noveraber, flourishes, ‘There aro evenityy classes hn the Russia 
inngunge for adult rtudente and much talk of acholarahipe to Russian 
univernition for local boys and girls, The Soviet hospital, also opened lant year, 
Jy another lnstitution of obvious propaganda val Red arm 
comvert partien, Visita of artistes from Soviet Azerbaijan, sirées 0 y 
ths_Armonian community and othce enthusiasts, enanre that no occasion for 
Celebration goew ubexploited. Naturally, the Red army itself plays an impressive 
part in Soviet propaganda; ite apiritual force of ntene pairiotiom, Stalin 
Worship and eomrciniistes of its own Worker. peasant origin overflows abundantly 
From is own ranks und atta. the erowds of Aertaijania who gather to watel 
ite displays. A vein of commercial enterprise runs through some of this propa- 
tcanida the chiarges of the Soviet haspital, for instance, are high, and there seems 
{hte little or no free treatment (the indigent, rw sometimes referred to the 
Ninorican oF Seventh-Day Adventist medical missionaries), while the freqaoney 
ith which merchants of the town are laid under contribution by the forced 
jitchase of expensive tivkets for concerts in a ‘of the other Rerian 
Ciiiae fs leading to diminishing returns in cad axing. yi 
exasperation. On the whole it may be said of propaganda in Azerbai 
‘elote it is aecompanicd by seme material attrnetion such ne a free show or 
Toast it ik eagerly lapped up, for the rest, it is tolerated x ane of the necessary 
Tuinances of War, Ati at least provider material for the of oriental pastime 
Gf finding the hidden motive s 

6. Persian Administration.—A constant theme in local epecalation during 
tie Ihat sie month has been the coming removal of the Governor-General of 
er Avethann, Mab Dade (Vieng ow eaten. it be sal ep 
his puuition_apparently through policy of offering 1a resistance to anyone in 
Mie pincimetanis His compliant aftitide towards the Russians would, i: might 
hethought, have earned him at feast the tolerance of the Laft wing, but they are 
ins Ditter in thelr criticisms of his sapineness as are the soldier citizens, He has, 
however, escaped any acttsation of gross corruption. If weak, he would soem te 
be reasohihy honest. and perhaps his one object is to hold his job down with a 


1 


‘minimum of trouble until he can comfortably retit ‘The Governor mandar) 
Mubscsir Roahani, after prolonged abacus in‘Tebian, was replaces fa Fetraary 
tw Muhanad Hivsein Mabtasbami, “Roshan, « nan with long experience 
tn, Rerian Foreig Service al enjoying a repotation for uty ompetn 
sunctilfoushess, was lonked upon by iost. people in Tabriz as the lat hope 
for any kind of order or eficiency fn mciicipal afar His aucessr ia tiered 
hot to have the confidence either of the Governor-General or the Russin 


is duties, and the 
ig Zungineh, 

ity ax an adminixtrator. 
‘inn troops aijan 
iow by the 


3 l-rouaers, He 
Vestern Azerbaijan wax perfectly peaceful during hin 
wot otic there. ‘He tapes conden the nervous boughs 
went earned applanie by organining a demoustration march of Persian (rope 
through Tabrie—t fective for ite bwing’ the wale reminder for many 
afterall Persian, i 

Tis bead, Ghalaw Resa 

joke, atid devoted his serious 


able to enlist sufi 
Commandant. of 
Tike his 


Aral] isolated posts 
trols will operate 
Sarhnig Kamal the 
thi hin ocenerod to 
sweeten the relations between the gendarmerie on the ane hart and the vilayers 
Kundsonthe other.  Itwould probably take mach eat to'loar th pendations 
oF all the charges of oppression, extortion and corruption that are daily made 
fagainut them, and I¢ is not surprising that many peasants ne Henning Wy we in 
the Tudeh party an ally against them, ‘Tho Kurds still profer to shoot their own, 
8. “Mr. Thamas Allen, American head of the Supply Department, and of 
the Finance Departinet ton, for a time, under the Millapauhtvegitne fate to 
make mach impremion on the niaddle and walpractices attend is 
of monopoly goods “The task was mare 
and 


big ma in) Tabi. to Sane 
he 


responding tonghly with the popalation, while in Hic 
Scuntry diverts dintriution appears ta be taphazan at acanpanid 
Such fomplicued frauds a profably lay at the hottom of the recent ot fh 
thi Tis to early yet to judge his aly. Pent nes ew net aPpoHnte, 
faa ete Ereedon Front and Tadeh Persia —the Letting 

ade steady progress during’ the six mouths a 
authorities, Uke moet nclive fe Sot Aentatinte 


before. The series of demonstrati vanised me at Si 
policy showed the leaders haw many men they ould pat onthe sense an! the 
(a1729) 3 
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clash with the police on the 90th Ostoter and the subsequent disarming of the 
police by the Soviet authorities convinced them that, in a good cause " at least, 
they could have matters pretty much their own way, In the later stages of tbis 
agitation there began to be seen the rudiments of a party discipline which were 
later to be developed, When the oil question. was dropped there followed a mouth 
of comparative inactivity, but during this time a new theme was being bailt up— 
the demand. for provincial councils (Anjuman Iyalati), for which provision was 
made in the Constitution of 1906, but which have never been formed, although it 
would appear that some sich council did function for a sbort time in Tabriz about 
1906. At the same time party propagandists were trying to interest. the peasants 
iu their programme, and agrarian reform was given. prominence in all porches. 
‘On the Ist December x‘! mouster "” meeting vas held which was sapposed to be 
attended by large numbers of peasants. In the event few country people turned 
up and tho crow of 000 was chiefly composed of urban workers op whotn the 
‘udeb party and trade anion could bring pressure, On the 1th January the 
“ First Regional Conference of the Azerbaijan branches of the Tudeh Party" 
was held at Tabriz, . It gave tise to alarming rumours among the more nervous 
‘of tho propertied citizens, but the resolutions it publishes contained nothing but 
what the party spokesmen had been urging for months past. ‘The most interesting 
Feature was a bid to attract Kuedish support, The party olaimed that they were 
promised. support by, certain chiefs of the Shakkak’ tribe, but the precise 
ture of these promises is unknown. Tt can only he said that, whatexer. those 
particular chiefs may have promised, they can be relied on to carry oat their 
romiase only if it suite their own personal interests, Since the conference there 
has been an intensified recruitiog drive and an effort to tighten up party 
‘organisation and discipline, 
Te in difficult to see any, clear distinction between the Freedom Front 
(Gide! Azad and Tudeh Persia, There cau sare be any tember of Ue former 
‘who innot aloo a member of the latter and there would appear to 
for the formation of a necond onganixation, unless, indeed, the object be to absorl 
Tudeh Praia ithe Freedom Front, thus geting rid of rome of the opprobriam 
# to the old name and making a wider appeal. ‘The last six month+ 
great tany mectings and discussions about the organisation of these 
the publication of rules and regulations and orders for the election of 
a bowildering number of subcommittees. But through the fog of resolutions and 
proclamations may be dimly discerned the lineaments of some scheme in which 
the Freedom. Front stands ax the supreme programme-drafting body and c- 
ordinator of all 


amma. in 
lati Teihadiyehat 
wy the sborter name 
Muttahidoi Tyalati Azorbatjan) which endeavours to put into practice 
the Freedom Fronts economic and industrial programme. But in practice the 
functions of the three bodies constantly overlap, and the same group of leaders 
Appears to dominate them all. 
1L._ ‘The programme-drafters have laboured to such purpose in recent months 
that their latest published elfort at geueralisation comes to nothing more precise 
than saying that the aim of the party is to improve things in general. But fram 
the speeches of the leaders more particular points can be picked out: ‘The 
preservation of the integrity and independence of Persia; the establishment of a 
teuly denoratio and literal Government; te formation of provincial coeisto 
safeguard local interests; agrarian reform, economic development; punishment 
of " teaitors "firm friendship with the Soviet Union. On the face of it there is 
hing in such a progamme to larm anyone, but it is customary for the more 
conservative part of the population to see the published progamme as a cloak for 
‘more sinister goings-on inspired by the Soviet Consulate-General. According to 
this view, the Freedom Front aims, at worst, at an independent, bolshevised 
Azerbaijan; at best, a prolongation of the Russian oceapation. It is true that 
oth the language and the actions of the Freedom Frost belie the seeming mildness 
‘of their pogramme. “*Reactionaries”” in the Central Government, such as 
Seyyid Zia ud Din Tnbatabai, and the local representatives of the Persian 
Government are attacked in the most violent terms, and in the recruiting drive in 
hoth Eastern and Wostern Azerbaijan the methods of intimidation used have 
inclnded assault and threats of murder. fs 
12, thas been sa wn previous appreciation thatthe Tudeh party's appeal 
had! no ideological content. As regards its usual propaganda among the workers 


or) 


and peasants, this remains true, but it would be wrong to think of all the party 

leaders in Azerbaijan merely as itussian-paid tools without any principles of their 
While immediate self-interest may be, as in any other Eastern political 
the chief motive, some of the leaders, like Shabistary and Isfahant, havo & 
‘of Communist theory, aud the party bas attracted a number of young men 

ly genuinely intent on social reform. Among thes th 

Mohamed Mohamediuyi Abbasi, who has already translated son 

works of Marx and Lenin into Persian. Tt is not in any eas: to be 

ny attempt would be made to preach theoretical commsinism to such an ignorant 

‘aud backward proletariat as this. The party seems to have choven in practice the 

shrewder way of trying to make the economic and. social life of 

sonform to a pa 


fe 


‘adventurers of all Kinds. Iie organisation tx ued ait ita 
Policies ill-defined, yet there are increasing signs that it is becoming self-conscious 
and is trying to bring some order and discipline into its ranks, perhaps, as recant 
Provlamations would indicate, by the expulsion of the gangster elements Ith 
Moreover. adopted recently a more patriotic attitude, and even ite worst ene 
admit that it talks sound sense on a number of local problems. Set againiat the 
‘corruption and incompetence of the local government and the profiteering of the 
Wealthy its influence is not wholly evi 
14. Trade Union Mocement.— 
faces a problem of 
itn own. ely eaccenful in ie legitimate struggle for Iter taten 
of pay and working conditions, only to find that the beginning of tho industria! 
slomp in Azerbaijan is threatening unemployment on a large scale. The weapons 
Wich the union developed to wrest advantages from the factory awnern when 
things were going well—strikes and intimidation of individual owners—are 


Piles gaint intangible connie forem A faclory owner ray’ ail be 


Inprisoned by union elicits, bat that docs wot solve the problem of where to 
the money to pay the workers. There is some talk of the workers taking over the 
factories themselves, but the same factors that make it impossible for the owners 
to ran them will, of course, continue to operate, and there is every sign thn. the 
‘workers’ exasperation will find the obvious outlet of violence. . Meanwhile the last 
fix months have seen a steady extension of the influence and membership of the 
Workers" Union: trades previously unorganised, such as the porters, have, beth 
drawn into the fold, rates of wages have been fixed at higher levels, and. the 
‘union's authority made pretty well absolute. ‘There have heen ane oF two feeble 
attempts to set up rival anions, but these have been crushed as scon ax annouineed 
Soch Government machinery as did in theory exist for the setlement of trade 
Alispotes—the Chamber of Industry and the industrial powers of the Faraninder 
mets to have fallen out of use entirely. Only in the matter of the Uuion af 
Givil Servants has the Governtuent reacted : orders have apparently been received 
from Tehran that any Goverment servant jung this eon wil be dnd 
But it is most improbable that these orders will be carried ent here 

15. Kardish A fairs—Litile has been heatd during the period under review 
of the Kurdish autonomy movement. Gazi Mohamed, who is generally thought 
to iuechampion it Azerbaijan, bas been absent most of the time in Tehran, There 
have nevertheless been a few rumours of increasing membership of the "J Ke* 
(Young Kard) Society, and of Russian interest im it: The operations conducted by 
Sartip Hushmand Afshar against Hama Rashid at Baneh,in September: Octaber 
had few repercussions in this Consular District, though the subsequent tour of 
tall Rabin, Minster with Portfolio, provide an opportanity fort the 
“J.K."" Society and individual chiefs to pat their point of view before the Persian 
Goverument and to declare their loyalty to the Shab ‘These professions of lovalty 
were probably genuine: there is nothing to show that the Kurds of AAverba\jan 
are prepared to co-operate even with each other, let alone with those of Iraq, sad 
though there have been one or two reports of the coming and woing af Rurdich 
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agents across the Traq frontier these visits would seem to have’ produced no 
tangible results. While the Kurds are no more consistent in their outlook and no 
more uniform in character than any-other of the races that make up. the 
popalation of Azerbaijan, it may be said that, in general, what they want is not 
political independence so’ much asa square deal from the Persian Goves 
"The chiefs, being big landowners, have every th 
which will enable them to obtaity the maximum he caltivation of 
wheat, tobacco and fruit, But old tradition and bitter expericnce make them 
Any attempt to impose this security by Persia bayonets. A policy of 
extending medical and educational facilities to the Kurdish districts, of ensuring 
just distribution of monopoly goods and ranting assistance for town and village 
improvement, carried out by sympathetic and honest officials, while leaving 
responsibility for public security Iurgely to the Kurds themselves—in brief, fewer 
gendarmes and more sugar—woold probably remove most of the grievances the 
Krards at present nourish 

16, For most of the period, being winter, the peace of the Kurdish districts 
has been broken only by:mainor incidents of robbery or assault. But in Febroary 
a chaneo encounter between a small body of Persinn troops and a few Kurds of 
the Herki tribe in Rauze Chai near Rezaich led to the death of a Persian officer 
and a petition against the Kurds of the district in which about five 
Kurds wero killed. Ae the Kurds wore followers of Rashid Bg Herki, who is 
said to have joined the Tudeh. part if it 

Ve the e cks on Persian authority in 
Western Azerbaijan, but it now acems probable that it arose oot of nothing more 
than the traditional hostility between Kurd and Persian soldier. At about the 
same Lime there was an attack by Kurds in Mahabad against the police station 
there, Five policemen were killed aud the station sacked. There is even leas 
political significance ig thin incident. ‘The teat likely explanation is that it was 
‘caused by dissatisfaction with the way monopoly eoda were being diatrihated 
Tt seems, however, both to have sparred the Persian Government to make a show 
of anthority in that district and to have convinced the Soviet authorities that 
such w show is necessary. Proparations aro now to establish a Persian 
garrison in Mababad and it is reliably reported that the Russians have given 
their assent 

17, -Fiftoon Shakkak and Horki chieftains, among them the young son of 
the late: famail Agha (Sima to Tabriz for the Tudeh party conference and 
tho party claimed that they lnd oflered their mapport. Only one of them, however 
Rashid Bog Herki of Targivar, seems in fact to have joined the party. Both 
Persinn officials with experience of Azerbaijan and Kurdish informants alike 
are emphatic that the Kurds would never make coramon cause with the Tudeh 
party, but at the wame time there are well authenticated reports from Western 
Avertaijan of Kurdish chioftainn using the threat of raids to fores Persian 
Villagers to join the party, ‘The explanation is probably that one or two chiefs 

the activities of deh party a promise of unrest and weakening of 
Persian authority which they may exploit to their own alvancage. It is certainly 
most unlikely that any part of the Tudeh social and economic programme would 
appeal to these feudal highlandere The ieftains to Tabriz, the 

‘odeh party's flirtation with them and the marked increase in Tudeh party 
activity in Western Azerbaijan led some Persian officials, as well as the more 
easily alarmed morchant classes, to believe that some kind of coup d’Btat was being 
plotted by the Tudeh party in conjunction with the Kurds and that the spring 
‘would see a serious attack on Persian authority in Western Azerbaijan. Nothing 
hhas occurred to confirm these fears and they seem now to a great extent to baw 
been allayed. 

18. Economie Sitwation—The near approach of Allied victory in Europe 
is having precisely the effect on Tabriz trade and industry that was long ago 
predicted. Tt is doubtful whother anything could keep the costly local industries 
(gy bat the paralnaie of commerce is perhape largely peychological, it being 
the deeply rooted convietion of the dealers that the defeat of Germany will 
immediately open the flood-gates of plenty, and that Persia will be at once deluged 
‘with cheap imported commodities with which the high-priced stocks of the local 
merchants cannot compete, Over the Inst six months there has been an increasing 
willingness to sell and an increasing’ reluctance to bay. Wholesale prices have 
reflected this teadsney, but with a certain hesitation. Retail prices, except for 
the month of Octobor, whet there was x fall in nearly all foodstuffs, have 
remained substantially unchanged, ‘The Rossian Trade Agency has continued Us 
import goods for the local and Tehran market, the chief commodities being 
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cotton piece-goods, sugar, crockery and “glase-ware, ‘cod-liver oil! and: small 
{quantiles of chemicals forthe soa and mich factories ‘The tesile aid 
imports have done nothing to lower prices and forge the release of hoarded stocks 
which is to desirable, as the Russians have shown as much determination (6 yet 
the highest prices as the local merchants, Their purchases both of grain and 
dried fraits have declined. The Irano-Soviet Oi! Company bas made a bid— 
Not always by means of legitimate persuasion—to vapture the retail Urnde in 

afin to the disadvantage of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Business in 

ried fruits, the principal export of the province, has not been brisk; after the 
ceasing of the autumnal demand from India in December there was practically 
Ro export except a consignment of about 50 tous bought by the Russians. The 
‘carpet trade has fluctuated: direct export to Syria, Iraq and Egypt hae dwindled 
toa trickle, but there have from time to time been purchases on some scale for the 
Tehran market, destined, no doubt, for ultimate export. Prices have fallen, but 
costs in the industry have risen, and failures of small factories, notived in the last 
appreciation, have continued. "Stocks of Tabriz carpets are said to be get 
very low. 

19. As observed in paragraph 14 above, the inevitable slump in Tabriz 
industries has tun. Of the fur biggest factories two textile ad wo lather 
‘one textile factory is virewally bankrupt and the others are nearing the verge. 
It is difficult to see how they can survive. The disproportionate cost and poor 

of their products closes the export market to them and thw kame cowte 
prevent them from satisfying the local m With two welbequipped cotton 
‘and woollen mills and two modern tanneries in the city half the population jx in 
rags and unshod, ‘The faetories could nly carey on by cutting down the suber 
of their operatives 0 léss than half and hy reducing wager, The existing labour 
agreement (the Sheikh award) prevents them from dismissing employees, nnd the 
strong trade union, arguing incontrovertibly from the high cost of living, rigidly 
‘opposes any wage cuts. In thin dilen ig murmber of factory ow 
‘and sharebolders are seeking to rid themselves of their labilities aud migrate to 
‘Tehran, The shares of the two tanneries and one of the textile mills aro quoted 
At present at 10, 5° and 5:4 rinis, hero has for long been @ Might of capital 
from Tabriz; the price of real property ix low and there are no buyers 

20. Local Attitude to Great Britain—The agitation over the oll question 
was singularly free from references to Great Britain, But this was probably 
due to directives which later fell into disregard, for in the later months of 1944 
Left-wing journalists began to assume a tond of righteous indignation over 
British policy. in Greece, and events there were quickly made the excuse for. open 

tacks on British policy in Persia, where, it was roprosented, we were intent on 
“‘colonisation,”’ using as out tool Mister Zia ud Din the Englishman,’ Since 
anoary, no doubt as a result of the joint action of His Majesty's Atibasaador 
land the Soviet Anlassador, this campaign bus died down and there have ben fow 
references to Great Britain in the local press. While the Left wing. pict 
Great Britain as the big bad wolf of imperialism, the attitude of the merchants, 
landlords. and officials towards us is one of disappoint reproach: 
Unreasonable as it may seem, there is a belief among thie class thet i the 
Russians and the Tudeh party behave badly. it jx because the British let thew 
Great Britain, they argue, brought the Russians into Azerbaijan; she ought both 
to keep them in order and see to it that they depart at the proper time. hut they 
rather fear she won't 

21. ‘The principal vehicle of British propaganda in this province is the 
printed word. Publications in Persian, supplied by the Public Relations Ba 
at Tehran, sell steadily over the past six months there has been an 
appreciable increase in the demand for the more attractive magazines, such as 
Shaipur, and others produced by United Publications, India. “Distribution in 
the various towne of the province is in the hands of local newsiyents, who find the 
rade profitable. Publications in English have only a restricted sale, ns th 
knowledge of the language is not widespread, but there is evidence of a desire 
to learn and text-books have sold comparatively well. A good teacher of English 
would be a most useful adjunct to our propaganda here. The travelling cinema 
‘van, though its activities were somewhat restricted by the delays in obtaining 
passes from the Soviet authorities, put in some good work up to the end of October 
when the weather became {00 bad for outdoor shows. The Soviet authorities have 
in general shown themselves well di towards our propaganda... Red army 
ofiers and mes eequent th Pic Relations Bane sp, adi cordial relations 
exist with the manager of the Russian propaganda shop, ‘who takes from us a 
certain numter of Russian publications “Broadcasts ef the BBC. sews 





























Persian over, the. PRB. shop wineless continme to attract a, regular band. of 
listeners 
22 Conclusion —As the European war draws towards its end the question 
that is uppermost in the minds of the olfcial and propertiel class of muslims in 
Azerbaijan ia whether the Soviet Government will im fact terminate the occupa. 
tinn on the date that has been laid down. That there abould. be, in, spite 
‘cousistent Sovict declarations, any doubt about this is a measure of the suspicions 
‘Of Soviet intontious entertained by this class—suspicions which, deeply. rooted 
in religious aid racial projudice, have unfortunately been reinforced by the 
dubious conduct of Soviet offcials at various times during the occupation. While 
he Tocal Porsian Govarnment is that the Russia 
ccupation makes 8 strong sible, whatever preparations th 
Perstan Coverament may be making 10 set up such au administration when Uhis 
altace is removed aro ot disernible inthis province. On the other bat 
fo by the Left to increase membership of their ory 
strength ithotity should undoubtedly be. interpreted 
Preparation for the day when Russian protection is wit 
Cortainly be trouble on. that day, for if the natural 
cls will be: to themselves on the pro-Russian element for all the 
nreasion onl injury-—real of fancied—which they haye suffered 
during the occupation, the roaction of some at least of the Left-wing leaders will 
struggle for the 1 of the hopes of social betterment they have 
if the Russian Tf the Persian Government caa find 


1 disciplined. and co-op 
‘Adwinistration, there. is a hope that 

djustinent may be brief and not too po that, the lessons 

nd during the occupation may be turned to the permanent henelit of thie 
province 
Pron 1am sending copion of this despatch to the Foreign Office; the Minister 
Resident, Caito: His Majeaty's Ambassador, Angora; His Majesty's Ambasea 
dor, Moscow; His Majesty's Cons. Ke ihe Foreign aod. Politic 
Dopartmant of the Goveroujent of India; General Headquarters, New Delhi; aud 
GCL. Sib- Contes, Tehran, 
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Sir W: Mallard to Wr, Keen, — (Receiod Ath Nay.) 
(80, 129.) 
Bir Tehran, 20h Apri. 1A 
1 HAVE the honout to rofor to my despatch No. 28 of the Och Ja 
1045, and to enclose herowith copy of further report prepared by the Bnancia 
counsellor to thiv embamy on the financial situation in Persia 
‘2 Copioa of this dospateh and the enclosure are being sent to His 
Majesty's: Ambamadors_at "Washington, Moscow and. T. c- Minister 
Tuosidant in the Middle Bast wnd to the Goveroment at fudia, Now Del 
Thave, & 
1. W. BULEARD. 


Enclomure in No, 8. 
Prusta, 


Financial Situation 


ON leaving Persia, aftor a year's stay, I report as follows on the country's 
present and prospective financial position. My previous (and more detailed) 
Foports are dated the Srd July and the 2rd October, 1944, and the 30th January, 
YOH6. 


In recent years the deficit on the Persian budget has been. 


Hundred Million 
Wiale, 

1940-41 

1941-42 

1949413, 

1948-44 


9, |The figures for 1044-45 aro nok yet avaiable. For the frst « 
months they are ag follows. Figures for the first eleven months of 
and for the whole of that year are given for comparison :— 


1943-44, 1944-48, 
(Mittions of Riale, 
Firat Eleven 
Ordinary budget— Months, — Whole Year. Munthe, 
Hevenue 
Expenditure 


Commercial budget 
Revenue * 
Exponditare 


Net deficit 


4 The ordinary budget covers normal administration. ‘Tho commoroia 
bnudget covers in tho main two entirely different typos of "notivity, Vis, 
(a) administeation of the Government factories and (b) the purchase, teaitsport, 
distribution and sale of food-stufls and certain other goods. Although the 
Provisional position for 1044-45 is better than that for the preceding year, it 
will be soon that the stall surplus on the ordinary budget ia uot sufclent to 
Smponaata for the deft on the commersal budget. “This del cased 
chietly by: (a absidios and (b) wasteful and corrupt management of the 
chil by (a) ( Tupl management of th 

5. ‘The ordinary budget for the year 1945-46 balanoes at 4,414 million vials, 
but only by the optitnistic transfer of a surplus of 500 
commercial budget, which hax not yet been ill be noted that 
the commercial budget has shown a considerable deGoit over the last two youre. 

G. The figures of notecireulation and bank deposits over recent years ares, 


August 1939. 
June 1941 
June 1042 
Tune 1943 


() (9) Te Persian founcia year, lke the calendar year begins onthe 2 
(5) Caer hagi'Peie Sousa agent te ale of he 
owed sterling. This dohot'm Un equivalent to Pahar oye 8 io, 
(*) Estimsted. s bi 3 ae 




















wholesale prices and cost of living are as follow 


Wholesale Cost of 


June 1941 
Juno 1042 
Tune 1943 
Fuso 1044 
obor 1014 
Decomber 144 
Jonuory 194 
Fobruary 1945 
Moreh 10 


8. Tho internal debt of the Government (to the Notionil Bank) is 
4,800 million rials. ‘Thore i only ono itent in external debt, viz, a lonn from 
Groat Britain, of which sbout £760,000 fs outstandin 


IL 


29 


Gifticulty in collecting taxation; by the expectation of increased imports from 
abroad; which will result in an over-sudden fall in: prices within tho country ; 
and iy the handiosp to exports of the still high internal level of production 
costs. Unemployment will be increased by the withdrawal, in due tine, of the 

military forces; and there may-well be civil disturbances, possibly on n 


1. 


18.» If Persia were: competently governed she could be financially. ol. 
supporting, and could provide a considerably higher standagd of Inne for tha 
jemourished and! ragged millions, of bet population. ‘Under the ontinses 
Dadget at the present time soine 25 per cout. of expenditure. (both tn Tout ts 
and 1949-46) ts allocated to the army, the almost uselese pluythiig of ters 
Shah Pabine? and the present monarch, inxtond of to ierigatice aid aveioule eat 
nt.” Another 15 per cent. 38 spent on the gendanmatie tad aio 
Per cont. woos ‘oN tho tbatagerauat ot the monopolies nnd. the ce 
bortive ndminintration for the collection ol taxer Heeaston wet 
big health nedount for ti more. that por ae per vont of total 
expenditure. Ow the aide of recelpta, 16: par cont, fe extiinated bat ie ito 
creredt direct taxation, while (ndinese taxation producer 
la without: consclanee'in thelr etoston of 
so rooted in corruption that i sould persiet ta 
if thoy were ndequataly pid.” Successive Cabineke de not 
expect to retain long in oflen und Have 0 inventive towards worm ie the 
Inat year there have been four Ministers of Financ 
14. It a new dictator, endowed witha Keener financtal wei then’ Reza 
into power aad jeranean that Ii taquire 
way the State pon the Government offsia 
ont, Feduciny corruption and ollectiag taxes fro thn rel ne 
thowltuation might perhaps be etriovel,. There nce heen 
politicnobtnclos to tha'risn Of a dictator x0 lou us foray dens oe 
inthe countrs, aod the resnely nibat bo ought Tor alsertors TR: eee 
nbdive, in iny viow, (x the nnyggament of another nnd a better De Millgpaia, 
plguminbly from the United Staten, to take chargoof Poraian Baweont oder ke 
tqiMlon, This ts a ‘particularly uotavoutible somone for auch fama, 
igite tho ono yood ond with which tho late Cabinet ta edie muajorty 
Ebhe vocal part of the Persian popilation. ia the liquidation ot Be Milne es 
Utes. howexer, some i don, Persia Will fall ito a statoot” 
slid thereby play her northern aeighbour. 


i B. Ny R TRENTHAM. 


Tehran, 23th April, 040, 


‘ohnox 
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R. Bullard to Mr. Kiden—(Iécwleed 22nd May.) 
Tehran, 26h ApH, 1945. 
m0 to my despatch No! 21 Of he Zird January, 1043. Chav 
the honour to trwnstnit to you herewith a report on Porwan affairs’ durin 


January, Febroary and March 1945 


Internal Politics and Relations with the Soviet Union 


i uider.thespressure of 
> at steps Be taken to 

ms, including the passing of saoneuree lending up 

provincial councils, the improvement of the soudition of tack 

iment of the f ey lication lw, and plate or the development of 


agricultire and industry and for the exploitation of underground resources 

At Minister, in an effort to placate the Russians 
itt contiexion with the oil concession dispute, informed the Soviet Ambasendor 
that the Persian Government intended to Yorm aPersian company for oil 




































































exploration, employing if possible Persian experts for the work. If these were 
not available, then ** neutrals” were to be and failing them, the Persian 
Government ‘would apply for experts to the Soviet Government.” The Soviet 
Ambassador was reported to bave shown little enthusiasm over these proposals, 
but to have promised relactantly to inform his Government. 

8. Under the new oil law the Prime Minister should have informed’ the 
Majlis of these proposals, but he did not do so for fear lest the ensuing 
controversy might wreck any chance of an agreement. “It was not long, hawever, 
before rumours that he had been in negotiation with the Soviets began to arouse 
th suspicions of those Deputies wbo considered Bayat capable of Fong too Tar 
in his promises to the Rassians. Many Deputies, indeed, believed that Hayat, on 
‘assuming office, had made two definite promises to the Russians: (1) that he would 
get rid of Dr. Millspaugh, and (2) that he would induce the Majlis to reconsider 
{ie law passed in December making’ it illegal for any Persian Government 40 
give an oil concession to any foreign Government or company. On the whole, 

ayat had the, Houvo with him over the Millspangh question, although thers 
were some Deputies who subsequently cobsidered that by depriving Millspaugh 
{af his ecopomie powers he had caused the sitoation to deteriorate. "(Eo @ Feport 
of the Millapangh question see below). Hut those Depotie, who opposed con- 
tovsions, 10 the Soriste. were. now. décirmined 40, get.ri1 of Bayet. They. were 
joined by others who, having used Bayat to get rid of Millspaugh, were ready 
to turn Bayat himself out, As a result there was a realignment of * fractions 
in the Majlis Tha largest fraction, the Tuchadi Mill, to which the Prime 
Minister had himself belonged, split into two groups, ane in support of and 1 
her oppo ta hin ‘fhe’ “Aliben’” Tneetba, which, taphioe the 
Tata Mili” had been responsible for bringing Bayat to power, now openly 
opposed him, Of the other fractions, the "' Democrats’ also opposed Hayat, 
whereas the * Mustaquill” and many of the independents and even the Tudeh 
‘were inclined to support him. Bayat had in fact leat the support of the more 
conservative elements of the Majlis. who had chosen him as. Prime Minister 
and wwomed increasingly dependent an his erstwhile opponents of the Laft ig 
keep him in office, But his position had bocome very shaky in the process, ai 
there was much talk of his imminent departure. Among. those men 
possible successors were Qawam es Saltanch, who is always a candidate. 
who, however, has not yet been exonerated from charges of corruption, 
influence, &o,° and Mebidi Quli Hayat, who is eighty. But the Depution fail 
agree about the choice of a new Prime Minister and Bayat firmly refi 
resign, 

{Various incidents which occurred during this period were él 
Bayat's opponents as evidence that he had gone over to the Soviet side 
for, instance, severely criticised for allowing the Irano-Soviet Cultural § 
to broaddist from Radio Tehran a translation of an atticle im the, 
attacking Seyyid Zia-ud-Din Tabataba'i (the former Persian Prime 
‘who cazo Inch two years ago after 20 years’ exile in Palestine), ade 
the scarcely veiled calumny that he was the tool of the British.  Mueb tn 
‘able comment was also aroused when the Prime Minister held an official 
to celebrate the 27th anniversary of the Red army and invited the dipla 
corps to attend. A story that two of his Ministers attended a memorial ce 
at the grave of the Communist, Dr. Trani, though subsequently denied by dt 
them, gaye ground for adverse criticism, ‘In the matter of the press, to, 

‘was Considered, with some reason, to lean to the Soviet side. Nevertheless, 
he was inclined to trickle to the ‘Russians in small matters there was 
evidence that he had given way on the oil or any other 

‘supporters in the Majtis in fact clai he had, 

essentials, saccoeded in i 


i affairs. 
5. Little serions business was transacted by the Majlis duting this 

In Jamoary 6 goarrel betwesn to Doputica, ccs of whet actuate ober of 
using his position to gain commercial advantages for himself, led Lo the adoption 
by the chamber of a Bill muthorising the appointment of & committee of Ave 
members to examine ll accusations made in the press or Parliament againet 
individual Denuties. Two Bills tabled by the Minister of Health were pmased 
‘one empowered the Ministry of Health to enforce health regulations previonsly 








ided a Bill for 
Sonfiscated. from tit 
‘griculture and the 
Bill forthe prohibition rium 
6. There was a god deal of party activity and labour axitation dur ig the 
period under review. ‘The Tudeh intensified their propaganda particularly in 
the south. Their leaders indeed openly said that as thetr activities in the north 
were aitribated to Soviet instigation they intended in future to Improve their 
organisations in those parts of Persia not occupied by Soviet troups. ‘They 
therefore established a centre in Shiraz whero they published to papers and 
began au active campaign against, those whom they! believed, or professed 10 
believe, to be British agents notably Qawam ul Mak and Nasir Gusher Tn 
Atiwaz, too, the arrival of a new Soviet consul was followed by a strike itt he 
local factory. Bot it was in Isfahan and Yerd that the Tudeh made their most 
letermined efforts. Tudeh Depaties from Tehran visited Tafahan in Janaary and 
February to try to strengthen their domination over the local trades unions Th 
this, however. inspite of the energetic rapport of the Soviet Consal, they were 
remarkably unsuccessfal. Anti-Tudch interests, mostly mill-owners, succeoded 
iu setting up a rival trades union. After a period of wavest, with demonstrations 
and clashes between supporters of the rival parties, the local Persian authorities, 
‘be bandied he sitnation very Wall saceeded fn re-establishing oder, and the 
Lpshot of it all was that the bull of the workers declared thetelvon, at lant 
for the time being, definitely anti-Tudeh, At the end of March there was further 
trouble and during an anti-Tadeh demonstration the growd. wreaked the Tadeh 
allies, At Yead, too, the Tudeh suffered a reverse. when their agenta were 
attacked and driven out of the town by the crowd, who also set fire to the Tudeh 
headquarters. ‘The Azerbaijan branches of the Todeh held their first eongrese 
at Tabriz in January, This was followed by « Tudeh recrniting drive am mg 
the townsfolk of Tabriz, the peamats and the. Kurdish tribes, In, Hamadat 
and Kermanshah, too, there wax an attempt to gain adherents to the Tudeh, but 
without great success. 

In Tehran the general opinion was that the Tudeh had Jost ground 
‘ever since the demonstration of Ovtober last had revealed that the Tudeh was 
bot altogether a genuine Persian Left-wing morement Min piifiea! orgunisation 
largely under Soviet control. When the Tadeh advertised, @ demonstration in 
Tehran for tl d Marob, the Military Governor showed a bold front, and 
the demonstr was called off, In Azerbaijan, too, there were nigns towards 
the end of Mi that the local Tudeh leaders were drawing in their horne and 
trying to restrain the activ! of their more unruly followers. But in Meashod 
towards the end of March there was renewed Tudeh activity when theit leaders 
hharatguod the crowds in the steceta after scores of Soviet tommy.guimeny ed 
teen patrolling the areets, 

In February Seyyid Zin publichod ee pgramme of his party, called 
the “National Will” party. which he now declared open. Tu spite of vielen 
attacks ‘in all. the -Siiet inspired ‘press, and. i. any other, Sowspepee 
Seyyid Zin and his canse appeared to te aking good pros east in 
where it was claimed that by the ond of March the party had between 
ten thousand adherents 

9. On the 4th March De. Musuddig, oné of Bayat’s, ptiocipal supporters, 
accused the Majlis of condoning corruption and left the Assembly shou Hat he 
would not take his seat again. ‘Two days later, however, he allowed himself to 
be escorted to the Majlis hy a crowd of students who tried to force their way in 
In the ensuing disturbance one student was killed and a few people were hurt 

widely accused of 


suipported Bayat and to request His Majesty to advise him to resign, The Shah 
was, however, reluctant to dismiss Bayat, and expressed the opinion that his 
Government should continue in office at least until after the No Raz holidays, 

10. Bayat and his Government in fact were still in office at the end of 
March, owing largely to the lack of cohesion and determination of his oppanents 
and the Majlis, having adjourned for the No Ruz holidays, did not meet again 
before the end of the period under review owing to the lack of a quorum. 













































































Soviet Oit Claim and the Yalta Conference. 

11. Towards the end of March the embassy were authorised to make to 
the Persian Government, in reply to their numerous enquiries as ta the extent to 
which Persian affairs had been discussed at Yalta, an unoflicial and oral com- 
‘munication in the following terms :— 


" Pérsian affairs, though not on the agenda of thé conferénce, were dis. 
fussed briefly; and while there was no sign that the Russians had abandoned 
their desite for an oil concession, there was such complete agreement a5 to 
the maintenance of the independence and integrity of Persia that it would 
have lean uperfinous to repeat the declarations already made on this 
subject, 


12 In point of fact the Russians at Yalta had adopted a very unforthoom. 
ing atl aggrieved attitude where Persia was concerned, repeating many of their 
earlier min-stataments regarding the circumstances of the oil concession crisis and 
flatly rejecting all snggestions for an agreed official statement on Persia. Never- 
theless the brief discussions on this subject. probably served to convince the Soviet 
Government that any overt pressure with a view to securing a reversal of the oil 
decision would adversely aflect their relations with Great Britain and the United 
States; and, while of coaree they hotly denied that any such pressure was being 
cexergised, it waa noticeable that a short while after the close of the conference the 
Persian newspapers controlled by the Soviet, Embassy gradually ceased their 
agitation for the cancellation of Dr. Musaddiq’s oil law 


Anglo-Societ-Persinn Censorship, 

13. ‘Tho Anglo-Soviet censorship’ war,”” waged thronghout the greater 
part of the period under review with Increasing intensity, resulted in a complete 
victory for the Br 

1 Late in P been made in genoral terms 

"ideological censor 
ship.” Beitich reta amare had at that tite hardly begun to inconvent 
‘ence the Russians, and although M. Maximoy undertook to tranuit the proposal 
to Moscow for consideration it ie doubtful whether be did so, 

16. On the 20th Jamuacy he proposal was reiterated in x more detail anc 
concrete form, — It was xaggcsted that both sides should cease to consoe all incom 
ing: printed matter p in English or Htomian and posted: through the 
intermediary of offictallysapproved agencies, by publishing firms In the United 

‘igdam and British Dominions, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United Sta 

16, Monhwhile retaliatory prodrare wax maintained on the British side 
‘This was never comparablé to the Russian censorship activity in extent, and was 
indeed! confined largely to the protection of the Polish Government in Tandon 
from the more outragcous of Soviet slanders. Tt involved, however, the holding, 
Lup of soveral issues of the Prada and one of the Ferestiye—actions which the 
Soviet Ambaseador evidently regarded nx uuepeakably shocking and difficult to 
explain. to his colony without low of facé,. Although the Soviet seetion of the 
‘censorship and the Soviet Embassy had met all protests on our side with « con 
Sistant refvsal to justify of explain their actions, M. Maximov protested strongly 
against, these British counter-measures and demanded explanations. He was 
merely informed that his protests had been referred to Lom 

17. On tho, 6th March the Soviet censor agreed orally to the’ proposals 
désoribad above, and large quantities of British, American and Russian printed 
matter, previously held up, were thereupon released. Hee antiounced moreover his 
intention of Interpretiny his responaitilities liberally in respect of publications in 
Tangtuages other than English and Russian, with the possible exception of Polish. 
8o far he has been as good as his word, and we have followed suit. Relations 
Detween the British and Soviet censors were immediately restored to the bighest 
level of cordiality, the Russians, true to their national psychology, having accepted 
defeat without the slightest trace of resentment, 

18. Unsuccessful attempts were made to extract from the Soviet Ambassador 
a writien acceptance of the British proposal. Tk i always very dificalt to 
Snything in writing from the Soviet authorities, but M. Maximov was probably 
‘embarrassed by the fact that he bad stipalated in conversation for the continued 
‘Suppression of attacks on Heads of States (a stipulation to which there is of course 
ng objection s0 long as it is reasonably interpreted), and did not wish to put this 
point in writing because—presnmably—it was not contained in his instructions 
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19, It proved impossible, during: the period ander’ review, to. obtain a 
ssyuare deal for the Polish legation in the matter of broadcasting aver the Tehran 
radio: the Russians continued to reject the legation’s material submitted for 
censorship, and to evade censorship of the <0-ealled Polish Patriots’ radio propa- 
ganda by sponsoring it themselves, Until the closing down of British broad. 
casting from the Tehran station it might have been possible to redress the balance 
by copying the Soviet Embassy's methods; but the increasingly dicalt attitude 
adopted by the Polish Government after the Yalta Conference made it inadvisable 
to adopt a form of drastic retaliation which would in any case have been effective 
for a short period only. ‘The Poles, however, discovered a solution of their own 
when the British broadcasts from Tehran ceased. They found that the Persian 
radio authorities were willing to allow the Poles to broadcast official Polish 
bulletins that had not been censored by tbe Russians (or by tho British) and two 
three such balletins have in fact been brondeast without. the Russians raising 
any objection. The Poles have promised not to be provocative, so we are turning. 
1 Blind eye to the broadcasts. 


Aid to Russia, 


20. The total “* Aid to Russia’ cargo carried daring the period under 
review was :— 
Long tons. 


102,009 
36,003 


138,012 


83,770, 
50,798 


194.607 


00,766 
20,927 


81,693 


‘The tonnages sbown for trucks are the weight of the assembled trucks plus their 
cargo, 

“21. Overseas cargo for Russia vin Persin bas diminished very rapidly,» 

so that it is now being carried as part cargo on ocensional sl 
the United Kingdom, United States, India and Ceylon. Aviation 
alkylate (material to' convert ordinary into aviation spirit) from the Anglo- 
Tranian Oil Company refineries at Abadan now form an important part of the 
traffic. Thus, of the 60,000 tons carried by rail in March, 47,000 were Anglo. 
Tranian Oil Company products. 

22. 3,000 tons per month of fuel oil has continued to he supplied trom 
Abadan to the northern (Soviet operated) section of the Persian railways to make 
up the quantities not supplied from Baku 

During March the general track assembly plant at, Khorramshahr was 
Alimanited and despatched ‘Through Persia to a Black Sea port. ‘The one 
remaining assembly line at Khorramshahr closed down in mid-April 

‘2. "The American Persian Gulf Command is shipping to another war 
theatre fifteen out of the total of fifty-seven diesel locomotives imported to assist 
in moving “Aid to Russia” traffic 

'%5. "The total number of Soviet prisoners of war returned to the’ Soviet 
Union via Persia between the 27th October, 1943, and the 25th Febroary, 1946, 
was 13.063, No more will pase by this ronte. 


The Question of Withdrawal of Allied Troops 
26. This question continued to form the subject of correspondence between 
His Majesty's Embassy and the Foreign Office, As stated in paragraph 19 of 
the last quarterly report, the embassy's original snggestion was that British 
troops should be evacuated at least from Tehran ax soon as the opening up of 
[31729 D 
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supply’ routes other than the Persian should. render this practicable. It) was 
hoped here that such action would lead before long to a corresponding Russian 
withdrawal from ‘Tehran. since the Russians could hardly afford to face the 
odious comparisons: which their cntinued presence in the capital would, invite. 
Their propaganda in Persia depends negatively for its effect on. the lip-service 
which ‘they pay: to the joint Allied guarantees of Persian sovereignty, and 
positively on the belief which they surreptitiously foster that this sovereignty is 
menaced only by “ the capitalist Powers,” 

27. His Majesty’s Government were not, however, in favour of even. a 
partial British evacuation as a gesture, and considered that British troops could. 
Only be withdrawn on a peri passu basis, 

8." While remaining of the opinion that even the evacuation of Tehran 
alone by. Allied ‘troops ‘would be better. than nothing, the embassy became more 
‘and more convinced as time wont on that a far more radical withdrawal was 
required, and required soon, if Persia were to te saved from administrative 
paralysis and progressive disintegration, The Russians had steadily increased 
heir hold over the rich northern provinces within their "zone. Tonger 

process Was allowed to continue, the smaller the chances would become of 
ever dislodging them; and unless they were dislodged no Persian Government 
ould be expected to function. ax a Government should. The. possibility was 
therefore mooted of negotiating a British withdrawal to the oilfields area tn the 
extreme south-west with a corresponding and siinultaneous Russian withdrawal 
‘of equal importance in the north. 

"AL this stage, however, a complication arose. The Gérieral Officer 
Commanding-in-Chiet, Paiforce, considered it exsential for the bealth of any 
troop retained for tho protection of the oilfields that the Tndian rest camp at 
Karind shotld be maintained, and that there should be a summer training camp 
(on which work had already been started) at Bisitun, with southward lines of 
communication through Khurramabad, But Kariad, Kermanshah (which is 
20 miles wert of Bisitun) and Khurramabad lie along'the northern and eastern 
perimeters of the Hritish "zone" ax defined in the letters exchanged with the 
Beralan Government after the vecupation in August 1041, ‘The arrangements 
proposed by the general officer commanding-in-chief would no doubt have meant 
f genuing reduction in the quality or intensity of the British,“ oecapation ” 
‘within n large part of this zone: British troops would tw much Tess in evidence 
than before.” Nevertheless nothing short of a toeal withdrawal from » given area 
would have stood the lest chance of acceptance by the Russans ay a, change 
Tequiting a corresponding change on their wide, They woold undoubtedly have 
laimed—and not without rome show of logic—that the most, they were called 
upon to do in these circumstances was to withdraw to “their” zone as defined 
‘at the same period, And this zone was only smaller than their present zove by 
‘an unimportant atea of mountain and forest covering the central part of the 
Blburz range and the coastal fringe to the north of it. (The area is contained 
Approximately within a line drawn north-east from Qazvin to another at 
Khburramabad, thence eastward along the Caspian coast through Abiubad to 
Babul, and thence sonth-south-east to Semnan), On this basis they would have 
remained in full control of Azerbaijan, Gilan and the north-eastern comer of 
Persia, with garrisons on, the Tabriz and Meshed roads within 100 miles of 
‘Tebrao on both aides of the capital. “Meshed, ite true, was bot included within 
the “Soviet 1000 ns defined in the Soviet-Persian exchange of letters after the 
‘occupation of the country; but on the strength of an oral declaration made by 
the Soviet Ambassador ai that time troops were stationed on the Mesbed airfield, 
‘and a moral influence was thereby estabfished over the town which became in, the 
course of tlie the practical equivalent of inclusion within the Soviet zone. The 
Russians would therefore in all probability have claimed to treat Meshed as part 
of their original zone for the purposes of any new arrangement based on the 
sacred principles of " equilibrium.’ 

10, Confronted with this dilemma, the embassy put forward the only 
proposal which seemed at all likely to solve it, viz., the negotiation of a total 
Withdrawal on both sides, with special arrangements for the protection of the 
oilfields area, ir the absence of British troops, by a police force on the lines of the 
Palestine police nnd theoretically undor Pernan contro It wan eealied tat 
this proposal might well appear too drastic to the military authorities responsible 
for the security of the oilfelds.” Hut it was pointed out that the risks of sabotage 
by the dapanese would be very much less than the risks of sabotage hy the Germans 
hid been in the difficalt days hefore the occupation of South Persin; and that 
in the last analysis a continued Soviet occupation of the north until six months 
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after the peace with Japan was likely, by bringing about the complete 
tion of Persia, to deprive us of the tae of the oilfields for good and all anon 
‘heed still more serious consequences nS) Bom and al-among 
ther ag Hs Proposal was telegraphed 0 London oa the dist January; and 
pete nd of course been no time to cousider it when the Yalta Conference took 
Pldce,a week later. “At this conference Persian affairs, though not on the official 
nda, were touched upon, and more than one-attempt was made to persuade 
the Russians to agree to disuse the question of the withdravral of Allied Treope, 
Mee aayiek rection was however, completely negative and discouraging; tex 
Tiga Sala and M. Molotov tok the line that the exact tras of the Tripartite 
should be 2 to and that there was consequently no advantage in 
discussing the question of withdrawal. earns 
‘Commenting on this unsatisfactory result, the embassy pointed out al 
te pin of MO ag an Sie ty 
at they wished to keep their troops'in Persin as long as possible in order to 
Serre ttrongeet posse hold over the country before dey went. “Tho only 
ras wide publicity, ar at of it, i uissinns 
i le publicity, oF at least the Uhreat of ii, if the Rssian 
Such publicity was not sanctioned daring the period sider no 
Was the threat" of it used. but towards the end. of March the embassy” were 
‘uthorised to inform the Persian Government that His Majesty's Government, a0 
far'as they were concerned, “were not opposed to Allied eximination ” to see 
ther some withdrawal could not be made before the treaty date. for total 
fe Ae six mouth period fllowing armistice with Japan, This 
ly did something to hearten the Persian Government, 
in Limo to confirm in the mind of the Persian public the y 
Ltmpression which it had already derived from the attitude of the Tudel pres, 
6 alone who were opposed to tho oarly withdrawal 
2f foreiga troops. Obviously, however, the full benefit of, publicity could anly 
tained by revealing that His Majesty's Government had actually proposed 
to the Soviet Government and had met with an uncompromising. 
tint nothing short of it—would completely deflate 
ida of the Soviet authorities in thix country 
oe ‘through the agency af the newspapers which they Potro, week to defen 
maurnton from their own vil misdeeds tn the vorth by painting a Tarid and 
satiely fanciful picture of the attempts of * foreign eapitalivte"to detach and 


Seeurity 


34. The most important recent development has been 

cont development has tery it tho 

ern prose and agitation in the Mi Against the continued interment 
usin Hersians, for which the British authorities have been almost exclusively 

oe « clamour bas taken the line that the internoes should be brought 

Tee tiumder Persian law and that in any ease the security danger is oyer and 
35. 


le of British brutality, 


36. In the lusaddiq_ questioned the 


Mininter for Fore 

een 

Minist powd dey 
Weconclusive answer, which nip ‘ 


ta 
abled 


German, spies, 
ravoked farther 
leged endeavi 

to deny her the 
believe the story 
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promise to: reduce to the rank of major an internee who had beea promoted to 
ieutenant-colonel 

3. As the Russians had been largely exempt from the odium incurred by 
the British in virtue of the continued internment of Persians, and ag although 
the Russian Ambassador concurred in protesting against the futility of 
Foreign Minister's reply to the agitation against it, he seemed to be disposed 


in the 
Sultanabad Camp, except the dangerous, and very anti-British mullab, Seyyid 
Abul Qasim Kashani, were transierred to the Persian Interment Camp in 
‘Tehran. Kashani was later removed to Kermansbah. 
AL. The progressive telease.of the Persian internces in Tehran, except for 
a fow who may havo to be detained antil the war with Japan. is over, is now 
proposed by the British security authorities, and the Soviet Embassy have been 
Asked to approve the release of the first eight 
42. On-the 1th March, thirteen German, Czech and other internces were 
removed from Sultanabad to a camp in Iraq and the Sultanabad camp: was 
cloned 
43. On the 18th March, Sheikh Abdul Majid Shirazi, whove name haw been 
‘on, tho Anglo-Soviet list of enemy. partisans in connexion with the Mayr ot. 
racy, was arested by the Persian police. And on the 2nd April, Constantine 
Ranankowat, the lat tuidesisable Clerman to bo at lange in Pervia, was arrested 
at Shah Reza by the gendarmerie at the request of the British authorities and 
handed over to the latter. 


Dritish Army Interests 


44. In the course of the last twelve months tho British combatant troops 
in Parsi (which wore aboot 1,000) wore redoced by 500 

45, ‘Thefts of signal wire still continue in spite of strong protests by His 
Majenty’s Embassy against what amounte in elect to sabotage of Allied military 
‘communications, The Persian army has taken over the protection of wire over 
nun additional stretch west of ‘Tehran and south of Tehran and are now responsible 
for some 150 miles 


The Prees anit Public Opinion. 


46, During tho early part of the period under review the press and public 
opinion, were chiefly ocupied with the crisis over the demand by. the Soviet 
Union for an off concvssion in Northern Persia. The press, ovor this question, 
‘was divided into two main groups, namely the Freedom Front (ie., the papers 
influenced and controlled by the Tudeh party) which in effect supported. the 
Soviet demand, and the Independence Front papers which opposed the demand 
‘nd considered the pressure being exercied by the Soviet Union as an ahwarrgnt 
‘able interference in the internal affairs of the country. Certain papers, chiefly 

porting Seyyid Zia, made vigorous and telling attacks on Soviet policy, 

he Hud reve were unable to annwer,efectivey. Implied, perhaps 

the Soviet Ambassador suggested to His Majesty's Ambassador that they 

the Persian Government to oblige the press to moderate its tone. 

On the 27th January the two ambassadors therefore presented a joint memoran- 

dum to the Persian Government protesting against press attacks on the Allies 

‘and requesting the suppression of the worst offenders andthe prosecution af 

thoir editors. At the samo time the Military Governor of Tehran pablished a 

notice reminding the press of his powers and threatening to prosecute those 

responsible for attacks on the Government, or on Government officials, or for 

upsetting relations with the Allies, or endangering security. The Prime Minister 

informed His Majesty's Ambasuador that he bad sent nstevction tall Governors 

to take similar action in their districts. Subsequently, a number of papers were 

suppressed for brief periods, but with little effect, as each su newspaper 
immediately reappeared under another name, 

47 As the oil crisis developed there was a marked deterioration im the 
attitude of the Froedom Front papers towards (reat Britain. The disinterested. 
neas of the Soviet Union was asserted in contra-distinction to the machiavellian 

of British Imperialism. ‘The columns in this section of the press were 
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foll of virdlent ‘attacks on ** Imperialism "' and’“* international reaction "* and 
the agents of these forces. in particular Seyyid Zia, and auti-British innmendoes 

opportunity to attack British policy offered by events in Greece Was, more. 
over, not missed by the Freedom Front papers. ‘The Freedom Front. press 
‘continued its attack on Dr. Millspaugh. Criticism of the Government persisted 
in all sxtions of the press.” The Tadch organ, Rahbor, togan to advacate during 
the period under review the formation of a Government based on a coalition 
ofall progressive parties. The Independence Front papers emphasaed th need 
for reform. The Yalta Conference was fully reported: surprise was expressed 
in the press and public that there was no mention of Persia in the communiqué 
issued after the conference. A certain amount of pique was shown nt the declara- 
tion of war by Egypt and Turkey and fear lest, by their last-minute declarati 
these countries should obtain a position at the peace conference equal to. Persia 
The approach of the San Francisco Conference has been the occasion for a spate 
of articles on Persin’s alleged sacrifices to further an Allied victory ‘and’ tho 
importance of her rile in the war. In some minor papers there has been a tendency 
to recommence attacks on the Shah for alleged unconstitutional interference. iy 
Political affairs, Other topics discussed by the press include Arab federation, 
the progress towards the formation of which is regarded as a British diplomatic. 
success. There have been demands by Independence Front paste for the evacna. 
tion of the country by Allied troops, on the grounds that the Dardanelles are 

ied shipping. The Freedom Front. papers carofully refrained 

from such demands, which were clearly not in the Soviet interest 

48. ‘There has been a relative improvement. in Anglo-Persian relations 
daring the period under review. ‘This wae largely dae tothe mepance hy the 
British Govern: of the Persian Government's decision to defer the grant 
‘of concessions until after the rand the fact that this attitude contrasted 
favourably with the Soviet attitude, 


American A flairs 


49, On the 19th February the United States Senate confirmed the appoint 
ment of Mr. Wallace Murray as ambassador to Persia, in replacement of 
Mr, Leland Morris, who has been here only since last Aogust 

30. | Mr. Morris has been a disappointment. Although not mischievous like 
his predecessor, Mr. Dreyfus, but an the contrary, frank and hoest 
been inert and has carried no ‘inflnence whatever. fn particular, ho w e 
to co-ordinate t ties of the American advisers or to curb tho intransigence 
and obstinacy of Dr, Millspaugh 

51. As is known, Mr. Murray has hitherto heen very mistrustfdl of British 
Aims and activities in the Middle Fast. If, however the change of heart operated 
in him by Soviet machinations in this area is serious (xo parngraph 34 of my 
dlegpatch ‘under reference), we may profi by having hie strong personaly hers 
instead of the mediocrity of his two predecessors. 


Declaration of War on Japan, 


52. On the 28th February, Persia wet the seal ott Japan's finte by declaring 
war op her. 


Indian Affairs 


53.__By the end of March the Indo-Iranian Cultural Society sucoceded in 
overcoming the inertia of and other obstacles presented by the Ministries 
‘of Education and Agriculture and selected (1) four Retsian graduates for the 
Government of India’s scholarships for the three-year course at the Lyallpur 
Agricultural College in the Punjab, (2) two for the two years’ Forest Rangers? 
course at the Imperial Forestry College at Debra Dun, and (8) five for the Delhi 
Polytechnic courses in textile and ordinary engineering. ‘The offer of six scholar 
hips at the Aitchison College, Lahore, bad to be rejected as it was found thit 
Yo Persian youth had suificient knowledge of English to join the college before 


Praching the age af 18.or 17 and the college course is planned to take boys from 
se re Sita problem of getting, the young men to. Zahidaa. was 
of 


‘unexpectedly solved by the welcome ‘accommodation in-an Indian army 
motor convoy which happened to be crossing Persia from Iraq at the heginning 
of April. 

54. In March the Society was * At Home” and lectures on ‘The Philology 
of Persian, Sanskrit and Russian Works’? and‘ The Effect of Persian Litestee, 
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in India.” wore given by Pandit Rabul Sankrityayana (Professor of Sanskrit at 
the Moscow: University) and M. Bahar (the Persian Poct-Lanreate) respectively: 
Ab this gathering some excellent films produced by '* Information Films of India” 
‘were shown and much appreciated. 

‘55... The English classes at Meshed, Kerman and Yezd had teething-troubles 
caused party by the Indian teachers’ lack of Knowledge of colloquial Persian and 
partly by invmpatibilicy of temperament, but also’ by. the. exceptionally” cold 
winter which kept students away from these classes. An Indian teacher is now 
on his way to Ahwaz, 

90, ‘The Indian ‘Trade Commissioner elect (Major M. Hassan) was detained 
in India by ill-health but is expected in May é 

57... The Indian, Troops’ Welfare Association continued to entertain the 
Indian troops of the small garrison in Tehran,. The coming spring and summer 
will enable tho association to co-operate with the Army Welfare Services in the 
‘organisation of excursions to beanty spots in the mountains near Tehran. 


British Propaganda Activities, 

58, "No new activities have teen commencéd during the three months under 
review. ‘Oar publications continue to cirulate with varying degrees of 
popularity; the Daily News sales have declined slightly—probably because of 
the decrease in the numbers of Rritish and American troops in P the 
Children's Newnpaper is as popular ax ewer: the Women's Magazine i not doin 
tn well as wo abould Tike; while Pa/oir, tho highbrow weekly, i being distritat 
‘usin the part to Persian notabilitios and newspapers 

‘9. With the possible cessation of the German war, British propaganda 
‘activities are being directed firstly towards emphasising the Japanese war and 
secondly towards stressing the importance of British trade. 

60, On the 21st March a large party was hel at Vietory House to mark 
the closing down of the "" Voice of Britain” on the Tebran Radio, 


British Council, 
81, ‘The tumber of pupil 
uarter frou 4,000 to 4.500, 
rersian inititutes operating in Po wn and Shiraz), ‘The 
‘oultural activities continued during the periéd under review, the high Ii 
boing: the first performances in Persia of plays by Shaw ("Candida 
Priestley ("The Lang Mirror”, ‘The concerts of the Tehran Synph 
(which are sponsored by the Couneil) continued to be packed to 
G2. A notable visitor was the actress, Miss Marie Ney. who 
proswatation of Shakespeare's Women before a large and distinguished audience 
‘and was honoured by a command performance before the Persian Cot 


Tribat A fairs. 

68. During the first quarter of 145 the trites have, on the whole, remained 
quiet and have given no trouble. The Persian Government, while doing nothing 
10 improve the condition of the tribes, has also refrained from annoying them by 
ill-timed military ventures. 

64. Fars—The continued presence of the Qavam ul Malk in Shiraz and his 
opposition to the Tudeh party has kept alive the attacks in the Soviet-inspired 
press against the tribal bloc and the danger to the Central Government which is 
{mpl therein, and also agaiut the sinister designs of British impericisa: i 
the south. Nasir Khan Qashgai made’ some efforts to increase his influence in 
Kubgalu But mab with ile uceea. ‘There is sme prospeet of his coming to 
Tehran to see the Shalt and thns put an end to his equivocal position 

65. Kuh-i-galu—The long-drawn-out quarrel between Abdallah Khan 
Zarghampur and his half-brother, as also the lawless activities of Abdullah 
hhimself, seem, temporarily, at least, to have been settled by his ma 
submission to government.” The Persian Government has not 
pardon, but some sort of assurance that his past sins would 

66. Khuziston—General Humayuni has completed his disarmament 
operations against the Arabs. A high estimate puts the number of rifles collected 
‘at 5,000. Most of the rifles handed in were obsolete patterns and some of great 
‘antiquity. Complaints have been made by the tribes that they have been placed 
ina situation ‘eir-a-eis their Iraqi neighbours and other Persian tribes 
who have retained their arms Such complaints will persist until the Persian 


Government van, as in Raza Shah's days; guarantee them from, attack by: their 
ueightours. The Persian Government is also placed in a difficalt position in that 
it has not the requisite force at its command to tackle the problem in the right 
sequence, by disarming the more powerful tribes irs, but must start on the weaker 
tribes 


67. Bakhtiari—Mortera Qui’ Khan continues to preserve order. though 
faturally incurring the odium of the other branch of his tribe who sce the pluins 
of office going to his relatives nnd’ their influence: waning. The proposed 
‘operations against the Bahmai and Tayyebi tribes wore postponed. “Murteza 
Quli Khan had asked, in return for the provision of tribal infantry and cavalry, 
more than the Government were prepared to sive or could aflord to give, General 
Humayun also advised against tho operations on account of the lateness of the 
season and the impending upward migration of the tribes to atcas inncvessible 


to is tronpe 
68. The murderers of Mr. Vico-Consal Harris and Dr. Griffiths (who were 
killed in the Bakhtiari country in 1942) still remain at large, and the Persian 
Government has taken no steps to effect their captare. 

69. Kurdistan.—The tribes of Southern Kurdistan have remained quiet 
The fifteen Rogzadeh Jaf tribesmen have been eet free at last and have returned 
to Iraq. No acts of brigandage have oconrted to constitute a serious menave to 
Ue Tings of communication of His Majesty's forees. "In Northern Kurdiatan the 

a is not mo satisfactory, 


Persian Forces, 


W0.—4a) The A rmy (including the United States Military Misnlon) —Durivig 
the frst quarter of 1945 there have been iges in the punts of Minister for 
War or Chief of the General Staff, thoagh n Zand hax beon prevented by ill 
health from attendance at the ministry since mid-March, There have been Many 
‘changes in the senior appointmente. A new head of the Military Tribunal and a 
new Public. Prosecutor have been appointed, It is to, be hoped that. their 
reputed. honesty and energy. will enable some of the more flagrant cases of 
corruption to be dealt with. A new deputy Chief of the General Staff, a new 
Departmental Director and a new Director of Transport have been appointed, 
A divisional commander has been deprived of hix command and sommoned to 
‘Tehran to answer charges of corruption, A brigade commander has also been 
changed for the same alleged reason.” While General Arfa's reforming zeal merite 
All praise, the parity of his motives is tinged with dou when it is rained that 
all outgoing officers were friends of 

‘that all their replacements are h 

bes oa mara alowed, to rh 

Though oot a body of great weight or aut 

the Minister for War and the Chi 

of fayouritiom. The Mi 


army has been 
1,400,000 rials and 96,000,000 rials has been allotted for purchases of military 
uipment inthe United States. These three items amount to approximately 
25 per cent. of the total budgeted expenditare. When 396,246,100 mals are added 
for the gendarmerie vote and 237,000,000 rials for the police vote, ‘there is some 
justification for the statements by Majlis Depaties that Persia is spending more 
than she can afford on her security and defence forces, ‘The Persian army has 
(31729) p4 
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ertaken no operation of any importance during the past three months, Brief 
references to military activity are given in the section dealing with tribal affairs 
‘The United States Government informed the Persian Government se time ago 
that General Ridley's mission would. be withdrawn on the Ist March when. the 
period of their contracts expired. The Persian Government then requested the 
Dnited States Government that the mission should remain for some time longer. 
‘The United States Government have cancelled their orders’ for the reeall of the 
mission, but nothing has been settled as to the period for which they will remain. 
Ti-{b) The Gendarmerie (intluding the United States Gendarmerie 
Mision) There is litle to report and such progress in eficiency and turnout 
‘as has been noticed in the capital is offset by the frequent reports of inefficiency, 
corruption and even connivance at highway robberies which have been received 
from consular sources in the provinces. Colonel Schwarzkopf still keeps his 
mission to centralised, and scems to busy himself more with future plans for 
organisation than with those frequent tours of inspection which alone can have 
any effect on checking corruption and combatting inactivity in a foree split up 
into so many small packets over so wide an area. Two reforms recently intro- 
dluced by hint are sound. The fret is to have no geadarmeria poat of lee than one 
platoon in strongth. ‘The second is to move his Persian gendarmerie officers 
ound every two years—the minimum. period, he estimates, in which a local 
commander can dig himelf in and organise x syatem of graft on a large scale 
‘72—{c) The Police —Brigadier Saif remained as Chief of Police during 
firat three months of 1945, No further steps have been taken to obtain a fu 
police adviser,'No progress in organisation, administeaton or eficieney have 
heen noted. Shortage of personnel and. shortage of money. are advanced ax 
exouses for every failure and the whole force is rapidly sinking into decay 


Pervian Abr Fores. 

73. Early in the year the Shah outlined to the Air Attaché his idea for a 

randiose expansion of the Air Force on very modern lines. His Majesty had 

fete conception of either Ube cot involved oF the frig an rigorous tralotiyg which 
‘would be necessary before his goal could even be seen over the Korizon, Ne more 
fasten Beard oti project and te Air Fon has onthe contrary done fen 
this quattor than the Inst, owing partly to natural inertia. partly to internal 
dinaoaaion and partly to inept interference by the General Staff of the Arm 

7A. General Nakhehovan has returned from his mission to the United Beate 
bringing, it appears, no sheaves with him. He discharges in a desultory fashion 
the duties of Inspector of the Air Force, an appointment which he dees not seem: 
trae formally to have accepted 


Cloil Air Lines in Persian 
75. ‘The Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones has taken delivery 

of tho third and last Dominie aircraft bought from Hix Majesty's Government 

‘The commercial company which is trying to establish air Tines claims that this 

Ministry has agreed to its proposals, which are stated to be under cons 

by other departments, but there are no visible results wo far. 


The End of Dr. Millspaugh. 


a 
“Althoug 
tions, efforts were made in some quarters to persuade him to remiai 
with limited he resigned and left Persia on the 2th Febroary, justifiably 
at his treatment by the Persian Government and ite ingratitude for the 
very cpirerable service which be bad rendered, | (For an appreciation of his 
i 


qualities and defects please see paragraph O44 of the Annnal Political Review 
conveyed in my despatch No. 73 of the 9th March, 1945, 

staff have also resigned, but most of them are rem: 

reduced to that of advisers. (The principal ones are Mr. Pixley and Dr. Black) 
They are not, however, of very high calibre or of sufficiently strong personality to 
influence the Persian Government towards setting its house in order; and unless 
‘an adequate successor to Dr. Millspaugh is appointed (which at the present stage 
‘appears improbable) the financial situation is likely to became even more serious. 


a 


Finance. 

77. The budgetary out-tarn for the first ten mouths of the current financial 
year, i, up to the 20th January, 1945, has been as follows, (Figures for the same 
period in the year 1943-44 are given for comparison) 


1948-46 19hs-46. 
(Million riats.) 
Ordinary revenoe ‘ 3,183 
Ordinary expenditure 8,200 


-_ 4a 


Commervial- reven 2.857, 
Commercial expen 3.3968 


539 


Net deficit 356, 


‘The payment of salaries to Government servants is, however, a month in arrear, 
and about 200 million rials should therefore be added to the deficit on the ordinary 
taigot on he scconat. 

78, It is most improbable that Dr, Millapaugh's hope of balancing the 
governmental accounts for 1944-45 will bs realised, mainly owing to the passive 
Tesistaace on the part of the taxpayer to the payment of inicome tax, the inadequate 
gyslem of collection and the corruption ‘athe underpaid "revenoe fils 

‘ipts from income tax for the first ten months of the year have been leas than 
for the corresponding period in the previous year, when the rates were consider- 
Gliy.lower, “Tx Dr. ft Uapengh’s view (4 was oy no sekne iazpomibia tbat. after 
his departure, the Government would abolish the income tax. It is expected thit 
{ Billwil shorly be tabled in the Majiin nt any rate reducing the taten of Lax 
for the future; and itis hardly likely that any’ ufiient steps will be taken t0 
tallest arrears. Tn the meantime, Ue Government bas reached. ite statutory 
Timit of borrowing from the National Bank, and-its internal debt stands, at 
44800 milion vial 

79, The ordinary budget for the year 15-46 (beginning on the 21st March, 
1045) was recently presented to the Majlis, which has not even yet approved the 
Sauget for 1044 49. This new budget bali at 4412 silico ripley bat wale 
with the help of the transfer of a surplas of 500 million rials from the commercial 
Hage which ha yt ten reared “Thin can bray be mare han wal 
thinking, as the deficit on the commercial budget was 1,741 million in 1949-44 
and has been 539 million in the first ten months of the current financial year, 
‘The estimated receipts from income tax for the year 1945-46 are 644 million, 
compared with the estimate of 885 million for 1944-45, bot are still almont. 
certainly too high. 

50.” Note circulation and bank ts are still inerenting, The former, 
which was just under 1,000 million in 1939, was 6,640 million in December 1944 
and 6,709 million in February 1945. Bank deposits, about 500 million in 1939, 
‘were 9,003 tillion in December 1944, and 9,800 in February 1945. The wholesale 
Price index, which was 497 in December, decreased slightly to 486 in February, 
while the cost of living index rose from 634 in December to 693 in February, 

Si." As anticipated in the last report, sales of gold for the account of His 
Majesty's Government have been discontinued. For the riod from the 
Iat_to 15th January. when they ceased eales, amounted to the equivalent of 
‘£285,580: and for the whole period during which sales were carried out, viz., from 
the 28th June, 1943, to the 15th January. 1945, to £6°8 million. 


Economic Situation. 
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Another factor responsible for an important change, at any rate super 
iy, in the outlook is the removal of Middle East Supply Centre 
ro} over & large number of imported commodities. ‘This resulted in great 
activity by merchants, who are tryitig to import goods by all means within their 
power, both honest and dishonest. The goods (Croup “' C"" commodities), which 
are no longer under Middle East Supply Centre coutrol, still afieially require a 
Persian Government import licence. Merchants are, however, endeavouring to 
et goods shipped without licences in the hope that they will be uble to clear them 
through the customs on arrival. This attempted evasion of the import licensing 
regulations ix the result of the increased difficulties encountered in obtaining, 
licences, for which larger sums have now to be paid in bribes to the various 
officials concerned. Nevertheless, the relaxation of Middle East Supply Centre 
control bas been very welcome both to importers and to exporters us a first step 
towards freer trade after the war. 

4. With the approaching’ end of hostilities a number of public works 
schemes are being planned by private companies and administrative bodien. In 
Audition to the La irrigation and hydro lctric projet previoualy reported, 
negotiations are taking place for similar works in Isfahan and Shiraz. Power 
station equipment is required for an extension to the Tehran power station and 
for a new genorating station in Isfahan, A piped water supply and drainage 
aro planned for Tehran and x new water system for Shirae, and there are 
proposals to equip Tehran with trolley-baves, a modern street lighting sytsem 
‘and itn electri railway to the suminer resort of Shemiran 

8D, Soviet commercial activities steadily increased during the period under 
review and ate Being extended sho to other. Middle Rast coantrin, the goods 
pasing in transit through Persia, The principal commodities concerned are 
Ailvor, silk, cotton yarn aud akin, 


Beonomio Warfare 

86. Merchants are still anxiously awaiting the conclusion of hostilities in 
wich dy we the end of all controls and economic regulations and eavisage a 
free-for-all trade without the restrictions to which they have becotne acctstomed, 
at which they nevertheless would wish to see removed. In, the majority they are 
not hostile to these restrictions as they realise that they are an essential part of 
tho war effort. and would not continue ta be enforced. unnecessarily, 

The easing of facilities for the passage of carpets to Switzerland and 
of lambeking and other commodities to Turkey should bring a gartain measure 
of relief, and already the fact that liberated territories are coming ance more into 
the sphere of economic activity is producing a spate of enquiries as to the modus 
eperandi of correspondence and trade questions. With this liberation are also 
coming: an increasing number of queries about the remittance of monetary aid 
{to persons of nationality other than Persian residing in those countries, Facilities 
already exint for Persians and monetary grants are made regula: 

85. During the quarter it was decided by agrecment between the countries 
oncerded an London 40 dispeore with the aking of Uitte, Drtination 
declarations. as between Syria-Lebanon, Iraq and Persia 

89, No removals, from the Statutory List have been made although one 
recommendation for deletion has gone forward to the responsible authorities in 
London, 


Cereals and Agricultural Deerlopment. 
0. | The departure of Dr. Millspaugh might have upset the cereals collection 
system, but it was arranged that the British officers of the cereals collection team 
should’ remain at their posts and work as long as it was seen that the newly 
pointed Persian officials refrained from interfering with or upsetting’ their 
carefully prepared plans forthe fixing of prices and the collection of the wheat 
and barley due for harvesting in the sumumer of 1945 
91, At the end of Mareh the stock of food-grains in the Tehran elevator 
amounted to 36,000 tons of wheat and 22,000 tons of barley, enough for 221 days 
for Tehran City, at the current rate of adulteration, which has been increased 
from 7 per cent, to 10 per cent. of barley, while the total stock held by the Persian 
Government was 251,241 tons of bread-grains, well distributed. throughout the 


‘coun 
#2. i ia forecsted that the exellent aaa and rnin this'wioter wil give 
1 gurls of $0,000 tons of grain (2,000 tons of wheat and 10,00 tons of barley) 
‘anot 


from the existing stocks ther 50,000 tons after the harvest. Enquiries aro 
being made of the Soviet Embassy as to whether they need any of it for Russia 


43 


before it is offered to the Middle East Supply Centre for other areas in which 
food-grains are deficient. If, however, the threatened locust invasion (see below) 
takes serious proportions, all this may have to be reconsidered. 

‘93. At long last the Khuzistan Agricultural Society is to be wound up and 
‘commission is at Hamidiah Farm for this purpose. Aw might have. been 
‘expected, the Persian Ministry of Finance seeming! t out of its way to-do 
the wrong thing by hoodwinking their American jsers"’ and by allowing 
subordinsia oiisis to. make this liquidation as awkward as posible, "The 
incorrectness had to be pointed out to the Persian Minister of Finance and a 

romise extracted that another emissary would be sent to complete the taking-over 
= Licutenant-Colonel E. WC. Noel, C.LE., D.S.0., who has been technical 
manager for the past two years and more. 


lispaugh's economic powers and the 

Mr Shieids, Director of the Rend 
Transport Administration, also resigned. The Persians then tended to. leave 
most of the work in the hands of the British officers lent to the administrati 
‘such an extent that the tendency had to be checked So despite the change 
department has, on the whole, continued to work with less confusion than 
anticipated, largely because of the strenuous efforts of the British advisers, 
stocks are low, but every endeavour is being made to ensure that the few available 
are being distributed only to essential consumers. IL has becn decided to convert 
three-quarters of the lorry chassis imported. sinder the 144. procurement 
programme into buses, so that communications botwoen the eapital and provincial 
Towns may bo imp! 

3. ‘The transport of oil, coal and cereals by road anid the teansport of goods 

by rail proceeded satisfactorily 


Locust Control 

06, It appeared at the beginning of the quarter that the campaign af the 
Locust Officer for Persia, as far as the desert or migratory locust was concerned, 
was destined to be superfluous. However, in the early days of March Cairo 
reported that flights conld be expected to invade the Persian coast in the Gulf. 
Indeed, by the middle of March several swarms in the oviposiing stage made their 
‘appearance on the coast, and by the end of the quarter the locusts had infested 
considerable areas of tbe coastal belt. 

97. The success of the campaigns against the invasion is mot yet 
substantiated, and tho position is viewed with considerable concern by the British, 
Soviet and Persian authorities. The Bandar Abbas area, where a joint Anglo: 
Persian effort is being made, is heavily infested with ovipositore and widespread 
‘areas are reported to be covered with eye and there is likelihood that these will 
increase in magnitude. Khorramshabr area is also reported to have received an 
attack, but the seriousness of the infestation has not been confirmed 

98 ‘The Moroccan of non-migratory locust did not emulate the tardiness of 
his travelling cousin. By Febraary in the province of Shiraz, in the Fasa Jahrum, 
and Darab districts, 4,000 hectares were covered with eggs. Unfortunately, the 
Persian authorities in the area were poorly equipped with transport, 40 the British 
Locust Officer lent two of his trucks to assist in this campaign, which appeared 
to be reasonably successful. 


U.N.R.RA. and the Polish Reacuees, 

99. On the rd January Mr. Galusinski arrived in Tehran as representative 
of the Displaced Persons Division of U-N.R.R.A. Since his arrival all Poles in 
Persia have been registered. ‘The result was as follows -— 


% 1,306 
950 


Total for Tehran 
Total 

































































100. Since the 1st January, 408 Poles have left for Syria; 12 for the Ui 
Kingdom and 4 for Palestine. Sat nes 
101. Copies of this despatch are going to His Majesty's Consular Officers 
in Persia, His Majesty's representative in Moscow, the Government of India, 
the Persia and Traq Command, the Minister Resident in Cairo and the Political 
Intelligence Centre, Middle East. 
T have, &e. 
RW. BULLARD. 





(1B 3890/464/34) 10. 
‘Sir R. Bullurd to Mr. Eden—{Received 7th June) 


(No, 160 15) 
Sir, 


; Tehraw, 26th May, 1946, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 129 of the 28th April, 1945, 1 have 
the honour to transmit the following figures obtained from Afr” Johnon, the 
American Treasurer-General to the Persian Government, relating to the Persian 
budget for the year 1328 (21st March, 144—20th March, 1943). The budget is 
divided into two arta: the Ordinary budget, which covets ordinary reverie and 
expenditure; and the Commercial budget, which relates to the operations of 
Government commercial enterprises, factories, &. 

2 The rewults for the Ordinary budget were ax follows — 

Rial 

Ordinary Revo 8.024,078,000 
Ordinary Expe 5,944,582, 000 


Surplus 80,146,000 
‘The results of the Commercial budget were as follows :— 
Rials 


Commercial Revenue 3,459,572,000 
Commercial Expenditure ‘001,553,000, 


Deficit 3 52.251,000 


‘The total deficit on the two hodgets was therefore Rials 462,135,000 
8, For the ake of comparison 1 append the corresponding figures for the 
previous your 122 (at Mare, 104 20ch March, 1040 
Million Kiats 
Ordinary Revenue 4.386 
Ordinary Expenditure 607 


Surplus 


Commercial Revenue 
Commercial Expenditure 


Deficit 
‘Total deficit 


4. The results in 1325 thorefore show some improvement over those for 
the previous year, for which a great deal of credit must go to Dr. Millspangh 
and to the efforts of his mission to restore order to Persia's finances ‘The deficit 
in 1323 was due to the uneconomical operation of the 
‘euterprises and monopolies and there is little doubt that if this 
not hang around the neck of the Persian Government the public 
‘country would be in a much bealthier condition. Stocks of yoods in the 

jon of the Goternment are thought, however, to amount in valve to at 
Feast as much as the deficit on the 1323 budget, though with the full in prices t 
be expected now that the war in Europe is over the value of these gooxte will in 
the future become progressively less. 

5. The Government's budgetary difficulties, reflected in the delay in the 
payment of the salaries of civil servants and in the inability of the Government 


oo 


to settle its curreot debts to the Allies (particularly to the British) and its other 
claims, are due mainly to the shortage of liquid eash. Government expenditure 
is being met on a hand-to-mouth basis, and there is no reserve available fro 
which to meet any unexpected outgoings in addition to the outstanding liabilities 
referred to above, if the need: should arise suddenly. For example, it ix hard 
to see where the Persian Government would find te money with which to buy 
expensive surplus military installations—such sales would almost certainly have 
to be on a credit basis if ibe Persian Goverument is to be the buyer, 

6. There would seem to be only one obvious solution to these difficulties 
and that is the more efficent and determined collection of taxes... There is 
plenty of money in the possession of private persons and with normally efficient 
faxation the Government should he able to meet its current obligations easily 
‘The foreign exchange position is strong, so there is no justification for a fore 

For the last two years the Persian Government has come to rel 
increasingly on the A.1.O.C. royalties to help it out of difficult situations, and 
there are indications that this year also the Persian Government will expect 
to keep itself going by receiving royalty payments before the dve dates, if postble, 
free of interest. ‘This, of course, is no satisfactory substitute for obtaining 
sufficient revenne from taxation as the royalty payments. are made in sterling 
‘ond the subsequent conversion into, rials increases the quantity of notes in 
frculation and merely adds to the already unsatisfactory position in that 
respect, 

7. The prospects for the future are vot particularly bright, It is reported 
in the press that owing to the clamour against the present rates of income tax, 
the Government has promised to introduce a new income tax Rill, No menti 
has yet been made of the nature of this Hill but there seems. to be little doubt 
that the rates will be lower and. the conditions easier. Nor has ther yet. been 
‘any proposal to counter-balance this probable Joss of revenue by the imposit 
of extra taxes in other directions, though it sects powsible that the Govern 
will look rather to import and monopoly dues to provide revenue than to 
form_of direct taxation 

8. Lam sending a copy of this despatch to Hix Majesty's Ambassadors in 
Washington, Moecow and Bagdad, the Minister Resident in the Middle East, 
the Government of India, New Delhi, and to the Department of Overseas Trade, 

Ihave, &e. 
R. W. BULLARD. 


(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries. 
(B 2256/70/34) No ML 
co) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 42, Secret, for the Period the 
19A-B6th March, 1945.—(Communicated in Tehran Despatch No, 92 of 
Bith March; Received in Forvign Office 6th April) 


Persian Affairs 

Politieat 

1. Owing to the Naurus holidays there has been little political activity in 
the capital, Just bofore the holidays, representatives of the Majlis groups Mil 
Mustagil. Democrat, and Ittihad-i-Mfilli had an audience of the Shah and 
informed him of their discontent with the present Cabinet and their desire for 
achange. ‘They claimed to have the support of the majority of the Deputies 
It is still, however, uncertain whether the Prime Minister will resign. It is 
understood that the Russians oppose a change at present, since the next Prime 
Minister, who is unlikely to be the Russian favourite, Qavam es Sultaneb, might 
be less amenable and more energetio—he could hardly be less—in the interests 
of Persia than Bayat. Tt is rumoured that the Shab at Russian instigation hax 
instructed the Prime Minister not to resign, Fin 

2 The account of the activities of the German organised Fifth Colamn in 
Persia published in the local British paper, the Daily News (sce Summary 
No. 11/45, paragraph 6), has aroused a storm of criticism in the Persian presi 
which angrily demands proof of the aswciation of any important Persians with 
German agents, denies the existence of any plot, maintains the innocence of the 
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majority of the Persiaas arrested and attribates the publicity: given at: this 
juncture to-alleged activities some two years old to a malevolent British design to 
preludice Persia's standing at the San Franciseo Conference and later at the 
ace Conference. 
& The following have heen definitely selected to represent Persia at the 

San Franciseo Conference :— 

Nasrallah Tntezam : Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Mustafa Adl= Minister of Justice 

Dr. Sinssi ; Minister without Portfolio. 

Hassan Tagizadeh - Ambassador to London 

Majid Ahi: Ambassador in Moscow 


Teis understood that it is doubtful whether Toqizadch will consent to go 
The delegation will be: joined in Washington by the Persian Ambassador tn 
Wash ubammad Shayesteh, and the Persian Trade Representative in the 
United States, De. Nast. 


economic. 
more responsible Persian circles anxiety is being created by: the chaos 
monly said to have followed on the departure of Dr. Millspaugh and 
the withdrawal of American conteol in the whole financial and economic adminis- 
tration of the Government. The Treasur 
m 
‘of tho coming harvest oF to ensure @ YorY necessitey and justifiable (having regard 
to the bumper harveat expected) reduction in the price of bread 
5. A recent survey of motor transport, owned privately or by the G 
ment, available for civilian parpows in Persia, has resulted in the followin 
figures 
‘Trucks of approximately: 24 tone capacity 3,757 
Above 2) tons 1941 


‘Total 5,608 


‘Those figures include approximately O51 buses but no touring care ‘They are 
considered to be accurate within 10 per cent 

6, A Bill as been tabled by the Government to sanction the imposition of 
48 per cent, increame on the price at which tho Government. retails monopoly 
foods, the proceed to fe credited to provincial municipalities Municipal 
‘rv now i most cases bankrupt and in debt 


Medical 

7. Some half a doze ul by the Persia 

it anid aro now hi d to increase the 

probably inspired by the 

he mobile dispensary provided by Paifore which for the paal two 

yours: has boon touring extensively among the Kurdish, Lur, Bakhtiari, Qushgai, 
Khainseh and Arab tribes. 


A ppointmente—Ciril, 

8.=(i) Rakneddin Ashtiani to be First Secretary to the Persian Legation 
in Switzerland; 

(ii) Nuri to be Seoretary to the Persian Consulate-General in 
Terusalem; 

(iti) Muzafferi to be Farmandar of the newly-created Shahrestan of Sirjan 
(Kerman Province), 


Persian Forces, 
Army, 

9, Genoral Ridley states that the United States Government some tite ago. 
informed the Persian Government that his mission would be withdrawn on 
Ist March, when the period of their contracts expired, and that the Persian 
Government then requested that the mission should remaia for some time longer. 
‘The United States Government have cancelled their orders for the recall of the 
mission but nothing has been settled as to the period for which they will remain 
Owing to lack of funds to make the necessary balk purchases the supply admin 
istration organised by the American Mission is functioning irregularly and with 


a 


dificults, and, due. to inefficiency and to labour troubles in the textile mills, it 
ipemis Iskaly that the cloth requried Yor summte uniform will ot be available 
in time. 


Air Force 

10. _ It is learnt from seoret sources that Colonel Khosrevani, of the Persian 
Air Force, who was sent to America in October to attend the International Air 
Conference (see Summary No. 40/44, paragraph 4), has requested the Westing 
house Electrical Inter | Company of New York to make a project for the 
equipment of the Qak ich Airfield at Tehran with all devices necessary 
for air services, and subsequently to make a survey of the whole of Persia with 
a view (o assessing requirements for radio communications and radio navigation 
for internal air services 


Internal Security, 
Kurdistan 
11, As reported in. Siummary No. 9/45, paragraph 10, and Summary 
No 5/45, paragraph 10, the Persian Government, after the disturbance at 
Mahubad, ordered the despatch to that town of a column from the Saqqiz, Brigade. 
Bokan the cols 


tion of the town by the Persian troops Wh 
to ignore this warning a Russian officer intervened and forbade the further 
advance of the coluian This order was obeyed. Negotiations are now in pro: 
gress with the Iuesinne through diplomatio channels. It is understood. that the 

ian are insisting that any troops required for the garrisoning of Mahabad 

st be taken from thowe already’ in Asatbaijan 
Fars 

12. There has been a further case of shooting at travellers on the 

read Felting 
generally remain goo 
Russian Affairs 

13. The Dost--tran, the Persian paper published by the Publicity Depart 

tment of the Soviet Embamy, has printed. an artic allaged to be bev on 


American sources, which is cilensively critical of Hiritish policy in Greece, Tt 
‘Will not tend to convince the public of the reality of Angho-Ruasiag 


Tehran, 25th March, 1045, 


(B 2468/70/24) 


Military. Attachd's Intelligence Summary No. Vb, Scoret, for the period 
SIN Moreh’ co lat Apri, 1948-—(Commumicated in: Tohran Derpatch 


No. W2 of Ath April; Receiced 17th April) 


Perdan A fairs 
Political, 

‘Chore has beeit so testing of the Majlin since the Naurue holidays, 0 
the Prime Minister remains in office, The election of a new Wresident, of the 
Majlis and offie-tearers is shortly due, and the Prime Minister hopes that the 

reements that are likely to arise over those elections may disrupt the unity 
of the Majlis groups now combined in opposition to him. Moreover, there is as 
Yet no agreement among n majority of the Deputies as to his sccewor. Pakravan 
aand Bader are the most talked-of candidates, 

2. For some time past Seyyid Zia hns absented himself from sessions of 
the Majlis. He has been cecapied with the organisation of this party under the 
name of Iradch-i-Milli (the National Will), The party has published an 
admirable programme of reform and has gained some adherents in Tehran, who 
do not, however, include any persons of present or likely futuro. political 

portance,“ Becanse of its opposition to the Tudch party. it is supported 
nancially by some merchants and millowners. Little progress, if any, has as yet 
been made with the organisation of branches in the provinces. 
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3. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Nasrullah Intezam, has resigned. "This 
tay be doy pare woth ppt that as ne expend oi ing pointed 

lond the Persian delegation to the San Prancisco Conference. Tadieadeh's 
refusal to go in said to be du to his objection to being second fiddle to Lntezasa, 
‘The composition of the delegation may now be changed 

4°" Active opposition wo the Tudeh party is increasing. In Isfahan the 
Deputies Saifpar Fatimt and Doulatabadi, aided by’ the impolitic actions of 
the Soviet Viee-Consul and the rm action of the Governor-General against 
Tudeh disturbers of the peace, have for the time being welded the elements 
opposed to the Tudeh patty into some tunity, with the result that the Tudeh 
pore ine lst ground On the 27th March the oles of the party were wrecked 

"Y members of the anti-Tudeh Union after an exchange of stone-throwing. which 
took place daring @ demonstration organised by the latter. In Azartaijan, it 
the districts of Ardebil and Maragheh, agents of the Tndeh party have been 
meeting with rough treatment. In Shiraz, too, active opposition is, being 
drganised. ‘The Titdeh press bas been fulminating with hysterical anger against 
the Fascists, reactionaries and agents of imperiatism whom i¢ blames for" these 
manifestations of dislike of the Russian fifth column, 

5, The killing. of five. Persians, apparently. intending to steal Allied 
telograph, wite, by Indian troope protecting the line has heen very strongly and 
unfavourably criticised-—it may be assumed, not without Russia approval by 
the Tudeh party paper Radbar. After asserting the illegality of the action of 
Me Taian trope the arte on expen anny with the por 
dirty, literate” Tndians, who were not the persons really to blame. 


Appointmente—Military. 
6. The following Sarhangs have been promoted to Sartip — 


{i) Hussein Atapur, C.B.E > Inspectorate Department 

(ii) Nasrullah Bayendor : head of Army Engineer Department. 
(iii) Muhammad Magheri : Director of 4th Bureau, General Sta 
(iv) Ali Akbar Darakshani : G.0.C., 3rd (Azerbaijan) Division, 

(¥) Mebdli Quli Alavi Mugaddam : Army Veterinary Services 
(vi) Seifullah Parma = head of No. 1 Military Hospital, Tebran, 


Internal Security. 
Kurdistan. 

7. In spite of the assurance of the Soviet Embassy that a reduced Persian 
column from the garrison at Saqqiz, reinforced by a battalion from Tabriz which 
might be relieved at Tabriz bya battalion fom Tehran, would be allowed to move 
to Mahabad, the local Russian military authorities atill refuse to permit the 
‘column to advance. See Summary No, 12/45, paragraph 11 


Kuhigaln, 

8 | Atsaliah Zarghampor has made his submission to the Government and 
it hax been xccepted. “He has been given some assurance that his sins of the 
fas ould te overlooked if he behaved well in future, but not a formal pardon 
Ho has undertaken not to interfere in the affairs of the other chiefs of Kuhigaln: 
or of ater tribes, The chiefs previously in opposition to him are to be assured 
that they are not abandoned by Government and that they can count 
‘on the support of Government against any attempt by Abdullah Khan. to 
interfere with their rights or to impose himself as overlord of Kuhigala. The 
question is whether the Boir Ahmadi, having agreed now not to loot each other, 
will be able to refrain from looting their neighbours 


Russian A firs 


It i reported that the Soviet military authorities are taking. up Iand 
near Rezaieh, Tabriz and 3 ‘ostensibly Tor the purpose of growing their 
own vegetables, id that sre being rented in the vicinity of Tehran 
apparently by members of the Tudeh party but really by the Russians. To the 
rersians this can mean only an attempt to et hold of the peasants who in these 
vill iven cause to appreciate Soviet methods. Both re c 
Confirmation. si en 
10 On the 2rd March Soviet troops in Mahe turned out in considerable 
numbers to prevent interference by the Persian police with crowds whit 
Shing hmsangued by av oesiiee? Peas Stren renee 
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11._ILis reported, but requires confirmation, that the Russians are making 
a new airfield at Khoi in north-west. Azerbaijan. 

12) ‘The new Archimandrite of the Armenian Church in Julfa Isfahan) 
is reported to be telling Armenians that the time has come for them to return 
to their native land and that arrangements for this are being made by the Soviet 
Gov t 

NIB. A Society of Armenian’Soviét ‘Cultural Relations has ben formed in 
Isfahan 

American Affairs 

14. An American military survey party ix now making preliminary arrange 
ments for the making of an aeronautical chart which is (o cover Persia south 
Of a line somewhere between the 25th and 29th parallels of latitude and west of 
the Shirnz-Isfahan-Tebran road. Tt seems that the country affected is to be 
‘covered fairly thoroughly by survey. parties, since points are to be fixed by ground 
survey every 50 miles, 


Crechoslocak Affairs. 


15. M. Masaryk, Forcign Minister in the Czechoslovak Goveroment, hax 
arrived in Tehran on his way to London and San Fraticisco, 


Tehran, Lat April, 1945, 


(E 2470/70/34) 8) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 14, Seoret, Jor the period 
‘Gad April to Sth Apr. 19AD.-(Communicated in Tehran despatch 
No. 100 of 0th April: Réceieed in Fareign Office 17th April) 
Persian A fairs 
Political 


‘as to whether nome of the papers marked '* Tabatabai’” referred to the 
if president or Lo Seyyid Muhammad Tabatabai, alio a candidate for the 
ions were ala raised on the score that some of Sey 
pers had twen brought into. the Majlis from 
that Seyyid Mubasmmad Sadiq Tabatabai Di 
hy 40 votes to 48 cast for Mehdi Farrukh. On the 5th April Dr. Malok 
Madani() was elected as first vice-president, receiving 74 votes oul of 4 
Dr. Moazemi(’) was then elected second vice-president with 71 yotes out of 101 
‘Some minor members of the Majlis presidential body, such as recorders, tollers, 
&o,, were elected at the next session, 

2.1 is reported, tt not confirmed, that at the next public season Baynt 
incends to ask for s vote of confidence after describing what his) Government 
Ihas achieved since it came into office. This recital should not take long: 

3. Tagizadeh, Abi, Aln and Mustashar-nd-Dowleh are all reported to have 
refused to head the Persian delegation to the San Francisco conference. Tho first 
two have pleaded ill health. MC Ala makes no secret of his dread of the perils 
‘of a sea or air voyage, and Mustashar-nl-Dowleh is suid to have alleged advancing, 
age as his excuse, 


The Court. 
4 The Agence Pare has, “‘on good anthority.”’ contradicted the news 
broadcast by the B.B.C. in their Arabic transmission from London at 2115 hours 
‘April to the effect that His Imper wy The Shah and Queen 
Egypt towards tho end order to be present at 
the wedding of Queen .. to Prince Muhammed 
Ali Raouf. 


(*) Short personality notes on these two are gives ia 9a Append {0 this Susumary 
(s1729) a 






















































































Appointments—eivil, 
in pizgghmt Khoon Afshar to'be setond secretary at the Perstn’ Legation 


A ppointments—military. 

6.—(i) Sartip Atapur, C.B.E., Inspector at the Ministry of War, to te bead 
of the Persian Arty Transport vice Sarhang Mir Jalali relieved 

(i) Sartip Zarrabi(?) to be Chief of Police, Tehran, rice Sartip Saif; 

(iil) Sartip Darrakhshani, General Officer Commanding 3rd Azerbaijan 
Division, to be officiating Governor-General of Ustan 3 (Eastern Azerbaijan) 
vice Melidi Dadvar (Vessuq-es-Saltaneh) recalled, 


Persian Army. 


7. His Bscollency Ibrahim Zand, Minister for War, bas gone to Palestine 
for medical treatment. He had been ailing for several months 


Persian Air Force, 


8 ‘The Persian Air Attaché in London bas requested the Joan of two 
noo, inatructors to train the Persian Air Force in the wireless and navigation 
equipment supplied with the Anson aircraft recently delivered. 


Internat Security. 

9, Constantine Jacob, alias Kaxsakowski, the laxt German remaining at 
jarge in Persin, has been captured at a village near Shahreza (Qumisheh). It 
will bo recalled that he made his escape into Boir Ahmadi territory. when his 
companions were handed over to the British Security authorities by Nasir Khan 
Quhgat in March 194. The arront was effected at the request of the British 
Seourity authorities by the Officer Commanding gendarmerie at Isfahan, previous 
knowledgo having been obtained that Kasakowski was in hiding near Shabreza 
‘with the connivance of the looal gendarmies 


Baluchistan, 

10, The troubles reported in Intelligence Summary No. 4, paragraph 12, 
certo bare left some) suspicion of the Halachie nanos Polak Creronent 
officials in Mekran. Eighty Reki and Txmailzai volunteers bave been dismissed 
from the 11th Khosrary Camel Regiment and government. grate to. several 
promitiént Reki, Gamshadzai and Yarabmedzai chieftains have been discontinued, 


Fare, 

11. ‘The Qushgai upward tribal migration Nias started and the tribes are 
reported as being abreast of Shiraz. ‘The graziny is said to be the hest for many 
years. No acte of brigandage have as yet been reported. 


Khorussan, 

12. In this province, as 1m Azerbaijan, Jocal enthusiasm for politics 
‘and rivalry between the Tudeh and anti-Tudeb factions seems to be on the decline 
‘and the attention of the popniace, or at least the mercantile community, turns to 
the war news and the approaching slump of which signs can be detected. A. 
wool factory, a cotton off seed factory and a carpet factory have closed down 
as the owners can no longer pay the ensployees’ wages. 

18. ‘Tho Russian garrison at Meshed is now estimated to be no more than 
4.000 of all arms including administrative services. There are only small 
dotachments at Sabzawar, Nishapur, Turbat-i-Haidari and Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam, 
Aaarbaijan, 

‘4, ‘The Pashminch wool fuctory and the Khosravi leather factory are 
reported ta be in financial dificlties and may soon close down or go bankrupt 
‘The Governor-General, Mehdi Dadvar, for some days refused to obey the ardet 
from Tehran for his recall bot is now reported to be leaving in a few days. 

15, Russian opposition to the entry into Mahabad of the small column 
referred toin Intelligence Summary No. 9, paragraph 10, continues. The Kurds 
‘as may be supposed, are also opposed to the establishment of this garrison. The 


(7) A shot peesonality note om the former will be found ia the Apperslis to this summary 
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Situation described in Intelligence Summary, No 8, paragraph 10, has not: been 
cleared up. A number of Rashid Beg's men of both Herki and Shakkak tribes 
‘are in the neighbourhood of Ushnava awaiting, doubtless, the outcome of the 
discussions between the Persians and Russians as to the establishment of « 
Garrison at Mahabad, 
British Interests 

16. His Excellency Sir Reader Bullard, KCB. KCMG. CLE, left 
Tehran on the Sist March to attend the Mid East Economic Conference and 
returned on the 6th April. x 4 

17, Professor 8. J. Davies, Professor of Engineering at London University 
aand adviser on engineering subjects to the British Council. has arrived in Persin 
on a short. vi 

18, Somo deserters of the Arab Gulf R.A.F. Levies who mutinied at Jask 
i Janoary 1045 (oce Intelligence Summary No. 4, paragraph 18) have arrived 
fn the Lar district and bave disposed of their arms to a local chieftain of Bastak 
Two others with six rifles have been caught im Shiras and are, tow io euntdy 
there. 


Egyptian Interests. 


19, His Excellency Mahmud Sabit Bey, the new Reyptian Ambassador to 
Persia, presented his credentials to Hix Imperial Majesty the Shah on the 
4uh April. 

Anmerican Interests 
20, Four editors of Tehran newsvapers have been invited by the United 
States Government to visit America, ‘They are as follywn:-— 
Abul Qasim Amini of the weekly Umid, 
Majid’ Muwaqqar of the daily Mihr fran. 
De, Mesbahzadeh of the daily Kaikan. 
Abbas Mandi of the daily Tetelaat 


Tehran, 8th April, 1948. 
Appendix. 
Short Personality Notes 


(8) Reference paragraph 1 of Summary. 
(i) Dr. Malek Madani.—Born, about 1890. A landowner who marriod 
into an influential family of Malayir which constituency he represents. Hus 
been a Deputy since 1927. Belougs to the Mihan faction and ix cloroly 


allied with Sipahbod Abmod 

( about 1900, Educated in Franco, Deputy 
head of the faculty ,. Was first elected to the 18th Majlis. Owns some 
land in Gulpaigan which constitueny he represent. Ts generally regarded 
as the Shah's nominee. He carries some weight among the younger 
intellectuals. 


(0) Reference paragraph 6 (ji) of Summary. 

Sartip Ibrahim Zarrabi—Born about, 1908, Trained in Gendarmerie 
under Swedes. A brother-in-law of the landowner and ex-Depaty for Awaz, 
Naseri 

Officer Commanding 6th (Khuzistan) District of Gendarmerie— 
1942. 

Promoted to Sartip—June 1942 p 

Officer Commanding 14th Brigade (Ahwaz) Persian army— 
uly 1942. 

General Officer Commanding Sth (Kermanshah and Luristan) 
Division December 14 


‘Was relieved and recalled to Tebran—Angast 1948, 
Appointed Chief of Police, Tehran—April 1945. 
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1 2581/70/24) O) 


Military Attache’ Intelligence Summary No. 15, Secret, for the Period th April 
to 15th April, 1945.—(Communicated in’ Tehron Despatch No. 117 of 
16th April; Received 2rd April) 


Persian A ffairs. 


‘The Cabinet has approved the statutes of the Supreme Economic Council, 
ary published as Appevix A to this summary, 
‘The Cabinet has drawn up regulations governing the sale of ** forel 
goods with special reference fo the sale of surplus stores by the Allies and the 
Collection of customs dues thereon... They are published as Appendix "* B'"" to this 


inister of Finance has tabled « Bill in the Majlis to govern the 
sale of public domains and ceded properties | The text has not yet been published. 
4. Tho four secretaries of the Majlis bave been elected. They are Sadi 
Hashimi, Jawad Masudi and Tusi. ‘Thus there has been no change in either Ul 
ial Lody or the secretaries’ of the Majlis ‘The various Majlis 
‘ions for Finance, Interior, Education, Agriculture, Industry and Mines, 
‘Affairs, Commanications, Health, Military Affairs and Posts and 
‘Telographs were also elect 
B. As considerable time may elapse before the budget for 1344 (March 
1945-March 1046) ix passed, the Majlis has prepared a “*two-twelfths " Bill to 
cover the period the 2ixt March-20th May, 
4. Almost every day new names have been announced in the press for the 
Persian Government's selection of representatives for the San Francisco 
rronce, Whether Taqizadeh and Ahi have maintained their refusal to go is 
nt yet confirmed. The latest list of starters from Persia comprises the 
following 


fas military. ropresentatives nh, 
Dr. Shafaq and De. Itebar. Dr. Ali Akbar Daftari (legal adviser), Ahmad 
Ardeshir {counsellor and interpreter), Dr. Suratgar (counsellor and 
interpreter), Muanaumi nnd Cnudarai(cretaie) are alan sid 1 hav been 
seleot 


7. Muhammad Hussein Jehanbani hos resigned from the directorship of the 
Road Transport Department, — Wi previous sovord (in the Ministry of 
Interior and, for a brief spell, ax Chief of Police) of garrulous ineptitude and 
bribe taking on a ecale sufficient to make even a Persian gasp, he will be 0 loss 
to that body 


Persion Gendarmerie 


8. Colonel Schwarekopf, Anerican chief adviser to the cendarmerie, left 
for the United States on the 5th April to arrange for further purchases of 
equipment. He will be absent from Persia for about two months 


Persian Army, 


8. The Chief of the General Staff told the British Military Attaché that 
390 Persian military trucks out of a total of 700 were off the road awaiting repair 
or totally unserviceable. “Many of thew tricks bare only teen io use "for lee 
Replicas en is mileages Sartip Atapar's report disclows 

chaos and wi culation. While i servi 

Tndtitent the chief Cause, 1 the opinion of the Chief of the General Stat of the 
resent poor state of the mechanical transport is the total lack of any system of 
regular periodical inspection. 
A ppointmente—C 

10, Hassan Karimi to be an inspector of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 


Internal Security. 


Isfahan. 

11, M. Krntehkoy, the titular Soviet Consul at Isfahan, has retarned to 
his post. It remains to be scen whether he interferes in local aflairs with the same 
Precipitancy and stupidity as the egregious Marchenko, ‘Tudeh and anti-Tudeh 
Activity has, for the moment, died down, ‘The new Armenian Archimandrite at 
‘alfa ts reported as having told his flock that they consider the wisdom 
Of migrating from Persia and returning to their coreligionists in Soviet Armenia, 


Makran 

12. Further acts of highway robbery are reported. ‘Two trucks were 
recently held up 8 miles north of Zahidan and the passengers were robbed of 
their cash. Baluchis are suspected. 


Azerbaijan. 

13. ‘The Persian column which tried to reach Mababad aud. which, was 
turned back by the local Russian commander is still at Saya. It bas been told to 
‘Mand fast there in the hopes that the Ruasians will subsequently permit its entry 
into Mahabad, and that the Kurds will realise what is coming to them when 
the Russians depart. Meanwhile negotiations between the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and the Soviet Embassy are at a standstill. The Russians still insist that 
iany garrison required for Mababad should come from Tabriz; be limited to 
‘one battalion of infantey and should not be replaced in Tabriz, 


British Intereate, 


14, His Pxcelloncy Sir Reader Bullard, KCB, K.CAMLG. C.LP., left 
Tobran on the 9th April for Andimeshk, Khorramshabr and Bushire. He is due 
to return on the 16th April. 

French Interests, 


15. ‘The Persian Military Mission which hae been visiting the Western 
Front at the invitation af the French Government left France on the 10th April 


Polish Interests, 
iver of civilian Poles in Persia on the Oth April, 1945, was -— 
Men. Women, Children; Total. 
‘Tebra 308, 1st +300 1,849. 


Isfahan nm 42 47 930, 
Ahwaz 172 758 wT 1.247 


Grand Total 4,026 
Tehran, Vth April, 1045. 


Appendix "A" 


tutes of the Supreme Economic Council approved by the 
Cabinet (Bayat)—A pril VAS, 


1. The Supreme Eeonamic Council shall be composed of twenty-five persons 
to be elected by the Cabinet on the proposal of the Prime Minister from amon; 
intel eons with a knowledge of economics, financial, agricultural an 

lairs, their election to be ratified form period of three years, The 
Ministers of Finance and Agriculture, the beads of the Government Economic 
Organisation, the National Bank, the Mortgage Bank, the Agricultural Bank, the 
Tran Insurance Company, the President of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, 
‘and the head of the Tehran Municipality shall be members as long as they retain 
their posts. 

Note.—Shoald the number of members fall to less than. the, twenty-five 
‘mentioned in this article through resignation ar other causes other persons 
shall be elected on the ‘of the council, that proposal to be ratified 
by the Cabinet. 
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2. ‘The honorary president shall be the Prime Minister in person. 

3. ‘The president and vice-president of the council shall be elected by absolute 
majority of the members of the council 7 

4. Cabinet Ministers shall be allowed to attend the sittifige and take part 
in thediscussions, | Should circumstances demand, the council sball have the right 
to call on any Minister for consultation and an exchange of views. 

_ 5, ‘The members of the council shall be divided up into the necessary com 
missions according to their special qualifications, ‘These commissions shall stady 
the questions involved and shall report results to the council. ‘These commissions 
shall also have the right to call upon intelligent and informed persons who are 
not members of the council or commissions to study special matters, or to forin 
special commissions from those persoas. 

6. Toternal statutes and regulations connected with the running of the 
council shall be put into effect after ratification by the council. 

7, Ministries and Goyernment concerns shall be bound to put at the disposal 
of the council any information which the council may require for its investigations 

iitia te Cabinet or individual Ministers sail have the right tovask for the 

‘opinion of the council on matters affecting the national economy, before taking a 
dlcision; that ease the council shall be bound to investigate the matter and 
submit a comprehensive report for their information, 

9. ‘The fundamental duties of the council shall be to draw up an economic 
programme on the following lines and to submit it to the Government -— 


(o) To cabin pric. 
(0) ‘To investigate minttors of money and prices 

(6) To encourage and increase agricultural and industrial products, and to 
Tanke fall use of thete products, eS feo 

(2) To conduc a fll and technical investigation inte the country's agr- 
‘cultural and irrigation, and to draw up profitable and 
Usrough technical experts. RP loge ata 

{@) Matters connected with Gorerument factory tnd Inn 

'o encourage an increase of the population; Wo increase people's capacity 
,__ for Work alid to educate the! people in economic matters, 

(9) To rowte order and equilibrium in the economic and financial affairs of 
the country; to enanre a minimum standard of living; to make hygiene 
universal and to oreate public works. 

(A) To preserve good relations between workers and employers, landlords and 
peasants, ancl to look after the rights of both parties with a view to 
agricultural and industrial progress. 

() To attract the necessary capital in order to make the maximum use of the 

goin and water in Persia. i 

() ‘To toform the general kystem of the country’s external and internal trade, 
and to defi the principles according to which foreign teade should 
he conde 

(A) ‘To complete the internal and external means of communications policy 

() To co-ordinate the economic actions of the Ministries, hanks and other 
Governiment concerns; 

(m) ‘To put into practice the principles of mcial insurance, 

(n) To inake provision for the retarn to normal immediately after the war of 
the economic and financial situation. 


Appendix *B 


Regulations Governing the Sate of ** Foreign” Goods, proposed by the Ministcy of 
Fi pinanct and Aypproced by the Cuadinet (Bayaty--10th rea 


Article 1—When forvign military authorities desire to sell worn out goods 
and equipment or articles which they no longer require they rust inform the local 
‘customs oF the nearest customs department, to enable that department to take 
‘steps to collect import dues and charges payable by the purchaser. 

Note—Should it be desired the seller may first carry out. the customs 
formalities in respect of the goods to be disposed of. and hand over to the 
purchaser a special certificate bearing the number and the date of the customs 


clearancs document 


55. 


Art..2.—Bofore the payment of import dues and changes has been guaran- 
teed by the purchaser or seller, the purchaser will not. take possession of the pur- 
chased goods. Contravention of this article will reader the offender liable to 
punishment according to the law laying dawn penalties for smog 

Art, 3—Regardiess of the type of goods the customs 


‘Arf. 6—Goods of which the import is legally. forbidden, i, arms, war 
equipment, sporting guns, and explosive material will not. come under this typo 
transaction except with the special permission of the Goyerumer 


(1B 2763/70/34) 6) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. V0 for the Period \Gth April to 
DUR April, 146, communicated in Fehran derpateh No. 425 of 2Hd April 
—(Receieed Vet May, 1945.) 

Persian Affairs. 

Potiticat 
1. Bayat's Cabinet has fallen, The dismissal of Millapaugh gained hit a 

respite by pandering to the capitalists and crooks who atood to lose by: economic 

and financlal stability. Some firtations with the Tudeh earned him another 
breathing space by placating the Left. . The Nau Ruz holidays, the election of the 

Majlis President, Presidential body and sub-committees, and a aitting suspended 

‘out of respect to the late President of the United States served to postpone the 

tay of reckoning a little longer. A notice of interpellation of the Government by 

Seyyid Zia-udlin Tabatabai was only withdrawn on the understanding thit on 

the 17th April Bayat would address the Majlin-on the xubject of his Government's 

Achievements and would nak fora vue of confidence Tn the course of « very long 

speech, which received a very mixed. reception and during which he wax 

iMierrupied several times by shouts from the public gallery, che Prine Minister 

‘gave an account of Ue Government's ponition and its activities during its tenure 

Sf office. This, he said, had been forced upon him by the spreading of false 

Tumours about the Governinent by certain peo Thad found th 

way into the press, Instead of taxing the Government ix 

Majlis those persons had spread unfavourable propaganda which bad ouly revolted 

in'a weakening of the Centeal Government's position. He had been ready to 

newer his critics for some time past, but a necessary delay had been imposed by 

the Nan Ruz holidays and the election of Majlis officials. He spoke of the 

conditions under which his Government came into power and of the difficulties 

which had arisen, especially over plans for internal reorganisation, The speed 

with which the Millspaugh problem was settled came in for special mention, and 
hhe-stremed the fact that Millspaugh’s departure had done nothing to 

Fnited States. Persia's. relations with the 

based on established 

and mutual under 


safeguarded but confirmed and He repeated statements made in 
previous sessions of the Majlis about the rumoured arming of the tribes 
And. the formation of a Tribal Union, and denied that. there. was any 
truth inthe rumour that the Americans leaving Persia, wero, destroying 
all the installations they had built or that they. wore) dismantling sux 
installations and shipping them oat; no installation had ever been destroyed or 
removed, and tiegotiations for the transfer of such material had already. been 
He was happy to say that Persia's foreign policy was clear and that a 
pecfect understanding with her Allies was enjoyed; any staterment to the contrary 
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could only be attribted to’ those ill-intentioned persons who’ wished to stir up 
tronbled waters. It was the duty of all legislative powers in Persia. and of the 
Government to work in the closest collaboration to ensure Persia's future in @ 
manner worthy of her ancient civilisation and historical prestige, and conforming 
to the part played by Persia in the Allies’ victory and the sacrifices she had borne 
Hayat oueladed his speech by requesting the House to. judge etween his 
Government and their opponents. A proposal made by Depilty Dashti that the 
vote of confidence in the Government should be taken was approved. Of the 
ninety-two members’ present only forty-five cast their votes in favour of Bayat, 
with three against and forty-three abstentions. The Prime Minister thanked the 
Howe and ise then suas nthe cite o's ter Goverment 
His Imperial Majesty the Shah has sent a message to the Majlis urging thew 
Jose 20 time in ehoebeg © sueceasoe sad putting Seed to the sien 

2. The uames of Ali Mansur (Mansirul-Sulk), C BLE. (EO. 120-M.A. 104), 
at present Governor-General of Khorrassan, Malmad Bader (F.0. 40-M-A. 51) 
Ps Fathullah Pakravan (F.0. 169-M_A. 208) have been mentioned as possible 
‘successors to Bayat. ‘There are some grounds for belief, however, that the various 
Majlis factions have not been able to come to an agreement over the choice of one 
of these and may choose a noneatity incapable, either by past reputation or future 
activity, of incurring the displeasure of anyone. 

3, The following names were announced in connexion with the Supreme 
Keonomie Conneil (se paragraph 1 of Intelligence Summary No, 15/45): 
Prime Minister—| wary President; Dr. Moazzami—President; Imami— 
Vice-President; Nasir Quli Ardelan—Seoretary. 

4. Fabimi, Minister without portfolio, hax been charged with the 
preparation of « bill to amend Dr. Millspaugh's income tax law 

5. According to the Minister of Court. the Soviet Ambassador has 
complained aboot an attack by Persians on a Russian officer in Tabriz which 
rewulted invhia death, an assault by Peraiana on a party of Russian school children 
in Tabeie and the posting up of antiCommunist slogans on the walle at Tatahan 


Appointments 
6 Abdul Ahad Dara to bo Persian Consul in Istambul, 
Jamuhid Khabir to be Deputy Director of Department General of Supply. 
Mustafa Quli Ram to be Director of the Road ‘Transport Board, vice 
Muhammad Humein «lehanbant resigned, 


Resignations, Retirements 
7. Sartip Gulshayan, the late Military Governor of Tehran, mapended from 
hia duties on account ofthe fraots outside the Malis on the 6th March, has been 
lacod en disponibiti« 
Colonel Shahrais, acting Military Governor of Tehran since the suspension 
of Sartip Gulshayan, has submitted his resignation to the Ministry of War 


Persian Army, 


Sah attaion of apprucimutely 300 strong has been moved from Aha to 
Khorramshahr. ‘They will take over the guarding of the port installations and 
stores at Fahliyeh oreek, This has been done at the request of His Majesty's 
Embassy, whose desire it is to-see the Persian Goverament and Persian Army's 
authority reestablished in areas whore the British forves have beon in occupation 
and alto to bring home to the Porsiaa Government w sense of their joint respons 
bilities, as Allies, for the eafeguarding of our commuications in Persia. 

9." The Chief of the General Staff, General Arfa, is uneasy about the 
situation which will arise in the North when the Soviet troups are withdrawn 
(He udded parenthetically and lolly, “if ever they do. withdraw." He 
envisages their stealing silently away overnight and then returning to "restore 
tha situation‘ to sapprest the disorders which will have token out at their 
instigation. ‘To forestall this he is busy axcembling and training a brigade to 
occupy Gurgan (where the Yama Tureomans havecome heavily under the influence 
of the Soviets) and a mechanised brigade which, plus the column ordered to stand 
fast near Bukan, will be required to occupy Azerbaijan. 


Tehran, 2nd April, WAS. 


ce 
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Persian Affairs, 


Political 
No successor to Bayat has been found and Persia still lacks a Government 
HLM. the Shab has sent a further message urging the Deputies to come to 
‘ession and deploring the lack of « Government at this critical period, when 
ig 


war in Enrope might end at any moment and Persia would be faced with the 
readjustment of her internal life 
2 A further batch of severi Persian internees has heen liberated, Two 
Iilitary officers are included. 
Beonomic. 
3. The various subcommittees of the Supreme Economic Council (see 
ragraph 3 of last Intelligence Summary) have been selected. They are ax 
follows 
finance: Bader, Mughil, Sadiqi, Ardelan and Dr. Zangapeh, 
Commerce =: Wakil, Khosroshahi, Imam’, Kooros and. Narn 
Industry : Amin, Farivar, Pannahi, Dr. ittebar and Bururgniya 
Agricoltore : Adi, Dr. Shafag, Mustanfi, Bayat and Bushehri 
Works: Dr. Moazzemi, Dr. Aghayan, Dr. Bahrami, Fateh and 
Dr. Namdar. 


Appointments—Cieil. 

4. Muhammad Hajib Davalla, Persian Consol at Most, to be counsellor 
fat the Persian Legation at Stockholm. He is a pleasant-mannered and honest 
man of about 45 years of age. He married, and was recently divorced from, the 
‘Younger daughter of the late Bagir Azimi, under whom he served when the former 
Was Persian Conval-General in DeihiDevalla bas since held peat in Rome und 

fanbul. 
Internal Seeurity. 

Part. 

5. A consular report states that Nasir Khan Qushgai will probably stay in 
Shirae for the sumer en acount of cheat. cod Saat hie! bredes MLE 
Manmar and Khosro will accompany the tribe to its summer grazing-grounds. 


Khorasan, 


6. Further acts of highway robbery are reported on the roads hetween 
Meshed and Fariman and near Tabac. 


Mekran. 

7. Sir gut af the seven brigands who were guilty of highway robbery 
November last: and who were subsequently eaptured hays been convicted by a 
military court and shot in Zahidan 
Isfahan. 

No further demonstrations haye been held. A. Mill Council has b 
formed, consisting of owners, managers und foremen, If this body takes i 
duties seriously and Jooks after the welfare of the workers it sbould. make for 
tranquillity i the labour situation and also uderiine the influence of the Tudeh, 
which hitherto has treated labout disputes as a field for political manauvre more 
than a field im which they should work for reforms. 

Financial. 

9, ‘The National Bank has been authorised to mint 200 million silver coins 
of various denominations. 
British Mititary Interests. 

10, An interesting summary of ** Aid to Russia * « carried across 
Petsan roads is published as an appendix to this Summary "Tewas prepared in 
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Turkish Interests 


211, According to a prem report, not yet confirmed from eousular sores, 
the Turkish Consulate at Rezaieh has/been raised to a consulate-general. 


Russian Interests 
12. According to a press report, the Soviet military authorities have asked 
the Persian Government to appoint representatives to take over the port instal 
lations at Nau Shahr, which, owing to the decrease in Aid to Russia supplies, are 
no longer required. by the Sovict military authorities.. The terms of the transfer 
‘are not mentioned but, in any case, during the time of their occupation the Soviet 
military authorities have not made any considerable alterations or improvements 
to the port or its installations, 
The Russian papers Trud and Red Fleet have published articles on Persi 
tly. sedan, information supplied by Tass Agency. ‘The articles have 
tly attacked Seyyid Zia and accuse him of bringing about the fall of Bayat 
he articles also warn Persia against "' reactionary " tendencies. 


Appendix. 
Summary of the ** Aid to Russia’ Cargors Transported by Road through Persia 
fn ittole Toni, Otober 141 to September 106k, tntasie, 


Names of Transport Ayencies and Routes Operated. 
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Midtary A taei's ateltigekce Summary No-3B, Secret, for the Period 30th A 
to 6th May, 1945.—(Communicated in Tehran Derpatch No.145 of 7th 
Received In Foreign Offer, 18th May.) 


shaving been unable to agree on any man of character, have 
lected 8 nonentity as Prune Minister inthe person of Thrahim Hakimi (Hakim 
‘ul Mulk), an old deaf man who bas played no important part. in. Persian politics 
for many years. Tn past history he was physician to Muzailer ed Din Shab and 
‘was subsequently « Cabinet Minister in several Governments before Reza Shah's 
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reign,. He is said to,be honest, and is known to.be ineffective. He obtained 
sixty-four votes. from the. Deputies, Sadiq Sadiqi (Mustashar ed Douleh) 
(6.0. 193; M.A. 248), who was preferred by. the Russians, finding twenty-four 
supporters, Rumours that Hakimi intends in the choioe of the members of his 
Cabinet to give, paramount, consideration to. the propitiation of, the, Sovit 
Embassy have already raised doubts in the minds af those who voted for him 
whether their choice was wise, and hopes of his having a, stable majority are 
not high. 

2. On the advice of His Majesty's Ambassador. the Persian authorities 
decided to suspend. for the Ist May the order forbidding public gatherings and 
demonstrations in Tehran since the professed object of the Tudeh party wos to 
show their admiration for the Red army. The party was consequently allowed 
to hold a May Day procession on condition that orders given by the Military 
Governor to party leaders regarding the route to be followed and the avoidance 
of offensive slogans were obeyed. A crowd of 4.000-6,000 men and women was 
‘collected for the occasion, mostly Armenians, Assyrians, refugees of sotne years 
ago from Russia and Turks from Azerbaijan proceedings were entirely 

ly 


Economie. 
3. The personnel of the commissions which according to the Statutes of the 
Supreme Economic Coancil—see appendix to Summary No, 15/115—are to 
bo charged with responsibility for studying and reporting to the Supreme Cou 
‘on questions connected with finance, agriculture, labour and commerce have now 
been appointed. ‘The presidents of the commissions in the above order ate 
Mahuud Bader (F.0. 40; M.A, 51); Ahmad Hussein Adl; Dr. Aghayan ind 
Mohammad Mehdi Nimazi, 
Appointments—Military. 

4—(i) Surhang Ahmed Vusug to command the Sth (Kborassan) on 
ice Sarhang Khodadad, relieved. 

(ii) Sarhang Seyyid Hussein Hashimi Ha’iri to command the Independent 
Mechanised Brigade (Tehran) 

(iii) Sarhang Keihan to te head of the Army Transport Department eice 
Sartip Atapur, resigned. 


Internal Security, 

Western Azerbaijan 
5 ring the 
12/1085, 
n (roops, 


the Cancastis to encourage the 
fare possibly exaggerated, but there is little doubt that 
there is some truth in thom—anfortonately, because they serve to embitter the 
attitude of the Persian authorities towards the Kurds in general, According to 
circumstantial report received by the Persian Government, the Soviet Consul 
from Rezaich recently visited Mababad and promised full Russian support to 
the movement for Kurdish independence. The truth of this requires confirmation, 
Some reports say that the movement is «preading to the Herki, the Shakkah, the 
Mangur, the Debnoki and the Mamiahand tha the only eel of, Northern 
Kurdistan on whose loyalty the Persian Government can rely is Qaraini Agha 
Betis Staats” io abe of Southern eustastan have ba gor tien bo les ot 
being seriously affected. 


Eastern Azerbaijan, 

6 A few days ago the Soviet Ambassador informed the Persian Under. 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs that, unless the Persian authorities began within 
five days the disarmament of the Shahsavan tribes of the Ardebil district and of 
the " brigands'” of Mianeh, the Soviet military autborities would undertake the 
‘operation themselves. ‘The Shabsavan tribes are anti-Russian, and thoir 
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principal chief in the Ardebil area, Sardar Nusrat, has recently beth taking 
Figorats action ngainst agente of the Tudeh arty eho have ventured tno the 
tribal territory. By the “brigands”” of the Mianeh district the Soviet 
‘Ambassador means the followers of Salar Muzaffer, a prominent landowner who 
inns also recently been bunting Todeh agents from his district. The reply given 
to the ambassador is said to have been that the Persian troops: would be 

‘ructed to bein disarmament operations in the towns of Mianch and Ardebil 
(where, according to the Chief of the General Stafl, Tudeh sympathisers have 
been issued with arms by the Russians), and that further operations would be 
carried out in accordance with the Governiment’s general programme in which the 
disarmament of the Kurds of Mahabad tad priority, 


Kuhigale 
7, Abdillah Khan Zanghampur appears {0 have tailed ome of the 
reéstablishmeut of correct relations with the Persian authorities that followed 
‘on hix submisison, reported in Summary No. 18, paragraph 8, to convert the 
responsible Persian Army commander, General Homayuni, toa belief in his 
(Abdullah's) virtues and in the unreliability of all the Kuhigalu chiefs lately 
gpposed to him-Hlosein Qui Rostami. ‘Khosrow Mubammad 
Hossein Taberi avd Malik Mansur Bashti, who were, 
Abdullah, strongly supported by General Humayun. ‘The latter is now accusing 
them of preparing to ¢reate trouble at the instigation of agents of the Tudel 
party, who have, in Crue, recently visited Behbehan and Hossein Quli Rostami 
Sf the Mamassani, He has soggested that Atdullab Khan should be used to 
rrest Khosrow and disarm his followers ‘The Chief of the General Stall has 
‘expressed to General Humayini his surprise at this sudden change of attitude 
‘and has arked for more precise information to justify it: Ttis wnlikely that this 
will be fortheoming. 


Russian Aft 


8. About « dozen persons of the landowning clas of Mianch in Azerbaijan 
wore recently deported to Tabriz by the Soviet military authorities, their orinie 
Apparently being opposition to the Tudeh party. Some have since been allowed 
to return to Mianeb, 

9, The incidents at Tabriz of which the Soviet Ambassador, as reported in 
Summary No, 16/1046, paragraph 5, had complained-with vod cause turned 
‘out to be an assault by Persian policemen on a Russian in civilian clothes, who, 
however, was not killed, and a much more serious incident where it is alleged an 
assault was made by seven Persian civilians on two Russian youths and » Russian 

irl of 15 was raped. The suspected assailants in the Intter case were arrested 
Byte Persian authorities, but the Russians insisted on their being handed over 
to them and they are still in Russian custody. 

10. In the course of an obviously inspired article in one of the Persi 
papors subsidised by the Russians commenting on a suggestion made in an article 
{In the Workington Post to the effect that Russia did not really nieed Persian oil 
the statement is made that Russia certainly requires more inc, she wishes 
to conserve her own oil supplies for the needs of national defence and “military 
economy, fo ue sapply of the Baropean sarke, particaarly in the Balkans 
fand possibly of the Preach and Ttalian fleets “Her home consumption was 

renuing; Rusia was relying in ncrenxing degre on mtchanivedagrcultare 
The ofl of North Persin would be transported via the Volga to Central Russia for 
internal consumption, 


Chinese A ffairs. 


11. ‘The Chinese Minister, Mr, Li 'Tieh-taenig, has returned to Persia after 
fan absence of two mouths and will shortly present new letters of credence on his 
‘levation to the rank of ambassador, 


a 
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Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 19, Secrét, for the period 71h 10 
TS May, 1043.—(Conmunicatd tn ‘Tehran. Despatch No. 149 of the 
Teh May? 1043; Receteed in Foreign Ofice, 23th May) 


Persian A flairs, 
Political, : 
1. The following Cabinet has been presented to the Majlis — 
Prime Minister and Minister for the Interior > Thrahim Hakimi 
Foreign Affairs: Anushirwan Sepabbudi (F.0, 205—Mf.A. 282) 
War: Dbrahim Zand. 
Health: Dr. Ismail Marzhan (Amin-ul-Malk) (F.0, 128), 
‘Agriculture; Nasrullah Khalatbari ([ttela-ul-Mulk): 
Finance: Abdal Hussein Hajir (F.0, 79—M,A.104), 
Roads and Comrmunications : Nadir Arasteb, 
Commerce and Industry : Abul-Qasim Naja (F.0, 196—M.A. 102), 
Edacation: Ghulam Hussein Ralinema. 
Ministers without. portfolio -— 
Hassan Ali Kamal Hidayet (Nasr-vl-Mutk) (F-0, 107—M.A. 140). 
Mustafa All (Mansur we-Sullaneh) (F.0. 1—M.A. 1), 
Justice: Dr. Khushbin (Acting) 
Posts and Telegraphe : Not yet appointed, 


‘The selection appears to have been mainly on a desire to appoint Ministers 
with no political bins or convictions. It is, consequently, not remarkable that 
with a few exceptions they are colourless Hajir is able, but will be obstructed 
by. the, Rosia abd the, Tue. Sepahiudi. was recently, baaador in 

vurkey. _Khalathari has for years suffered from senile decay and has been loug 
in retirement Najm, who is now ambassador at Kabul is expected to refuse 
his appointment. Rabnema ix a new-comer to political life, He is a professor 
of mathematics and vice-chancellor of the university, The Minister for Justice 
is likely to be oflered to Allabyar Saleh (FO. 198—M.A- 253), who is now nt 
the San Francisco Conference. 

21 The Cabinet hae already come in for much criticiam, and, prophecies 
about the length of its life are g! Tt meets with the approval of no group 
in the Majlis, and it is unlikely that it will command a sufficiently table 
majority 10 enable it to undertake any elective measures of government. The 
Pertamentary groupe that combined againat Bayat and later to eect lating 

ve fallen apart again, and dissensions have appeared even within individual 
There is some talk of forming a group in the Majlis to be open 
fisociated with and called by the name of the party that Sepyid Zin has rent 
formed outside the Majlix—the Iradeb-i-Milli. ‘The small Tudeh group atill 
Femains unique in having some party discipline and in following « cousistont 
programme, and in opposition to alloged sympathisers with Seyyid Zia or with 
fhe British it can, in certain circumstances, count on the support of an increasing 
fumber of Deputies who for reasons of private interests find it advisable to 
court Russian favor. 
3. Persia celebrated the victory of herself and her Allies over Germany 
restrained elation. A salute of 101 guns was fired; Government buildings 

were ordered to display the flags of the United Nations; bands played martial 
Iusic in the pblic sjuares; But on the whole the popolation of Tehran was 
‘pathetic. In the Shah's broadcast to the Persian people, in the speeches made 
in the Majlis by the Prime Minister and the Speaker the great part played by 
Persia in the victory was given due prominence. When the hour was darkest 
for the Allies Persia. it was claimed, threw her weight on their side by declarin; 
war on the Axis. Even before that she had, at great sacrifices to the Persial 
people, placed her roads, railways and communications at their disposal. How 

ily then should she be rewarded by her grateful Allies, ‘The Shah has 
iready called attention to the services rendered by the Inanian State 
Railways by conferring on the Railway Administration the Order of Merit. 


Economic. 

‘4. The policy for the collection of this year's harvest has now been 
approved by the Economic Council. Substantial reductions are to be made in 
the price at which grain will be purchased by the Government; the number 
of buying centres is to be greatly reduced; and Government will not buy grain 
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in deficit areas (of which the Tehran district is the most important). "Purchases 
Gf barley will be limited to thove made by the Ministry of War and the 
gendarme for forage. All indications are that, provided serious damage by 
locusts can be prevented, the harvest should produce a considerabe surplus over 
the requirements for infernal consumption. 

3. Locusta have appeared along the Persian Gulf littoral, notably at 
Buahive and Bandar Abbas, and/at Birjasd; Kerman and in ibe Farresh 
and Lar districts of Fars. In the north they have appeared at Gurgan and on 
th Mohan seppe. In all. dese tess onto metres of varying degrees of 
tlliciency are betng taken, in the south with the assistance of British, and in the 
north of Reossian experts: 

@. ‘There is now a weekly air service, once each way, between Tehran and 
Dushire calling at Isfahan and Shiraz, operated by de Havilland Rapide or 
Dominie machines, the property of the Ministry of Bosts and Telegraphs. 


Appointmente—military. 
7 (i) Sarhang Sarimi to command the 11th (Saqgiz) Brigade; 
(ii) Sarhang Kamal to be Officer Commanding Gendarmerie in 
Kermanshah, 


Internal Security, 
Kuhigalu. 
5. It is reported that the rival Boit Ahmadi chiefs, Abdullah Zarghampur 
and his half-brother Khrosrow, have signed an ant which may for a time 
‘eliminate one of the possible causes of troable in that turbulent ares, 


Russian Interests. 


9, ‘The Tudeh press has been voicing Russian displeasure with the Persian 
delegates at San Francisco who dared to vote in opposition to Russia in favour 
of the Argentine being invited to the conference, ‘They. it says, are obviously 
merely tools in the hands of certain Great Powers. ‘The campaign against 
Soyyid Zia and bia "masters" continues without pause. Shameless attempts 
fare being made 1 intimidate by threats the Court of Jastice which is to try an 
‘ction for defamation brought by Seyyid Zia against one of the Tudeh papers. 

10. ‘The May Day celebrations of the ‘Tudelr party in Meshed went on for 
two days, Mounted Tkumian officers and about sixty soldiers with tommy-guns 
‘wore on duty in the streets for the protection of party members, 

Ii. Recent manauvees by British troops in the area Behbehan—Gach 
Saran, during which a nomber of the chiefs of Kuh-i-Galu and Mamassani were 
entertained by General Lochner, have, as was to, be expected, aroused. the 
fuspicious curiosity of the Russians. The Rossian vice-consul and two members 
Of the Ahwaz Couslate recently visited Behbehan and Gach Saran where, 
‘inco Persians will tisually tell the kind of tale that they think will be welcome 
to their vialtor, they have doubtless collected much information to confirm their 
hspicions of British encouragement of tribal chiefs tm their desire to return 
to an autonomous and feadal tribal system and of British support for the 
cctablishment of unity atnoag the tribes of the south, to be used ane day against 
the Tudeh party and Russian interests, and perbaps even the distribution of 
arm to the tribes. 

French Interests. 

12. -M, Horriot-has arrived in Tobran from Moscow and imprisonment in 
Gormany, ‘The Persians were at some pains to do bim honour and to express 
to him their attachment to France in torms of fulsome flattery. M, Herriot’s 
replies were highly pleasing to Persian vanity. 

Turkish Interests 

18. A Turkish commercial mission has arrived in Tehran to. investigate 

the prospects of trade betwee Persia and) Turkey and more particularly the 


purchase of Persian tobacco, 
Vatican Interests 


14. Mgr. Marina has relinquished the appointment of Papal representative 
in Persia, 


Tehran, 13th May, 1945. 


oy 


(E 3796/70/34) oo 


Military Attocké’s Intelligence Summary No, 2, Secret, for the Period 
WLBT May, 1945-—Communieated in Tehran Despatch No, 172 of 
25th May; Received 3th June) 


Persion Affaire. 
Politica. 

1. More than a fortnight has passed since the Cabinet was pretented to 

the Majlis and it ix not yet known whether it will stay or fall. On the 14th May 
the Prime Minister announced his programme—the consolidation of friendly 
relations with Persia's allies, based on the Tripartite Treaty, the Atlantic Charter 
and the Declaration of Tehran; revision of taxes; attention to economic problems: 
and to agricultural reforms: reform of the security forces; improvement of 
‘conditions for workers and peasants. Since then the Deputies have resorted to 
various tricks to postpone the taking of a vote on the:programme, The Tudeh 
party declared its opposition to the Government. as-a matter of principle, since 
it did not stand for that radical tion of society which the party desired 
to sce, All its representatives in the Majlis and some ten to twelve other members 
notified their intention to speak against. the Government's programmo; . and 
these specches, alternating with those of supporters of the Government, have 
filled ap the last ten days. In addition to the Tudeh representatives there are 
many Deputies who are not.content with the Goverment. They are chiefly 
interested in having iu the Ministries of Wat and Interior Ministers who cait 
tbe induced to sccure their re-election, and they do not se in the present Cabinet 
those with the necessary qualities. "They are therefore attempting to reconcile 
their divergent views as to a suitable alternative to Hakimi as Prime Minister 
and to make up a coalition of groups that will form a majority in the Majlis 
Te soems that at best Hakimi can hope for ooly a stnall majority and it is doubtful 
‘whether in the circumstances he will be willing 10 contitive in office, 
" "2. There is.a very prevalent demand that, now that the war with Germany 
iv over and Persian communications are no looger required for the transport. ct 
munitions to Russia, Allied troops should evacuate Persian territory. In his 
{perch intradocng the Government’ programme the Prine Miniter exprewed 
the hope that the Allies would substitute more normal relations for those based 
on the Tripartite Treaty, and other speakers defined this more precisely an a 
hope that Allied troops would leave the country. ‘The sume hope is expressed 
over and over again in the press, combined very frequently with a, demand for 
the release of the remaining interaces 

3 One of the numerous political parties in Persia—the Adalat, a party 
with a programme of reform by persuasion, opposed to the Tudeh becanse of its 
Rossian connexion, staged a demonstration on the 18th May to celebrate th 
Allied victory and also to demand the evacuation of Persia ty Allied troops atd 
the release of the détrnus. ‘The meeting was broken np by an attack is 
there is little doubt—by the Tudeh party. One of the Adalat party was killed 
fand several injured by’ bricks thrown by the attackers, with whom the. police 
wade no attempt to interfere. For their inactivity the Government is largely 
to blame since, at Russian insistence, they suspended the Chief of the Tafahan 
police for taking action against Tudeh rioters. Subsequently, some eight arrests 
were made. It is reported that the Soviet Ambassador made a strony. verbal 

rotest against the matter of the withdrawal of Allied troops being allowed to 

‘made the subject of 1 popular demobstration, 

4 the speeches of the Tudeh members in opposition to the Government 
attacks were made on the whole of the present social system, on the present 
direction of the army (although the Tudeh supports @ strong: national nro 
politically educated). on the servants of the imperialists and othe alleged 
support by the reactionaries of the fendal tribal xy usnal accusation 
was made that the tribes were being supplied with arms in the interests of 
imperialism, Better relations and a new treaty with Russia were advocated, 
Seyyid Zia came in for mach abuse, and on several successive days his supporters 
organised demonstrations in his favour atthe entrance of the Majlis. 

‘ = Sexy aa pepe Tradeh i Milli—is min ‘im numbers, 
activity and, perhaps, prestige. It is preparing to open up branches in the tov 
ofthe South, wherever the Tudeh has Branches. “Attentpts are being made to 
bring about a reconciliation between Seyyid Zia and the Shah, whose relations 
have been embittered by the incessant of the Shah and the Court in 
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the newspaper Rad é Imrus, whose editor, Muzaflar Firuz, a Qajar prince very 
hostile to the Shah on account of the murder of his father, Prince Nusrat ed 
Douleh, by Reza Shab, was one of Seyyid Zin's earliest and most ardent 
Supporters, Seyyid Zia is now reported to have broken with Mazaffar Fira? 
since he considers that the forces of resistance to Russian penetration should not 
be dissipated by attacks on the Crown 

5. Dr. Musaddiq has again been in trouble with his fellow members of the 
Majlis. Not content with calling them a pack of thieves he accused them of 
doing nothing for the country and hinted that the country would be better without 
them. This provoked some reaction since it is known that Dr. Musaddiq is in 
close contact with the Shab and that the Shah would gladly be relieved of this 
troublesome Parliament. 

7. A. personality note onthe Prime Minister, Hakimi, is attached ax an 
appendix to this summary. 


Keonomic. 


8. The fall in prices that followed om the news of vietory in Europe has 
not teen maintained. Reports of world-ahortages of commoditicn and of discord 
between Great Britain and Russia have caused prices to rise again, 

9. "Although the Persian financial year begins on the 22d March the badget 
for tho current year has not even beeti prepared, much less considered, hy. the 
Majlis. Consequently, all: departments of the administration are living’ from 
hand to mouth with a complete absence of foresight. planning or provision 

10, The present. population of Persia according to the estimate of the 
Persian Government is 16,549,837, but according to estimates made by British 
conmular officers for their various districts the total is 12,075,600. ‘The latter 
figure may be assumed to be nearer the correct number 


A ppointmente—Ciell 
M{i) Huns Qurib to te First Secretary at the Persian. Kinbamy in 
‘urkey 
gpl) All Aktur Furuhandi to be Second Seoretary at the Persian Legation 
in Syria 
“i) Tana! Uyuota (Mudie wi Due tobe Fatmandar of Meshed 


Retiremente—Military. 

1 tip Ghulam Ali Qudar—dismined from the servicn for 
conrup 

(ii) Sartip Hussein Quli Setvate 

Hii) Sarhang Ali Yazdanfar—dinmissed from the sorvice. 

(iv) Snrbang Majid Ghaflari 

(9) Sarhang Ahmad Tahir Niya 


Internat Sceurity. 
Difaban: 
14 The leader of the anti-Tudeh Labour Union of Isfahan was murdered 
LE thugs of the Tudeh pany ‘on the 25th May, This followed on the return from 
‘ehran to Isfahan of the Tudeh leader, Babrampur, He brought a large sum of 
money, and bis intention presumably ‘was to eadexvour to, regain the ground 
recently lost by the Tudeh,” He used the money t0 stit up Tuch aympeciionrs 
and fulfians of the town. There had already been a fight between the Tudeh and 
their opponents on the 22nd May.” The town is now being patrolled by Persian 
twoops, and the Gorerior-General hae recommended thats Militery Greene 
sionld be appointed s0 that military law can be applied. ‘The Chief of Police a 
relatively ient man, had been recalled to Tehran some time Previously at the 
insistence of the Russians, who payeced, to action he had taken against Tudeh 
agitators. The acting Chief of Police is believed to be in Russian pay 


Far, 


14. Nasir Qashgai has sent to the Prime Minister and the Majlis an excited 
{elegram protesting’ against the movement of Persian troops nto ushgai 
nly 


territory, apparently to garrison places that to some extent control the lines of 
migration. Nasir pretends to regard these moves as provocative, likely to alarm 
the tribes as to the intentions of Government and unjustified in view of the 

order maintained by the tribes during their upward migration, It is tree 
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h shgai_and Khamseh tribes have moved from their winter 
‘A minor incident has occurred between a section of the Qualgai tribe and the 
gendarmerie at Abadeh, which will ot improve relations, when the gendarmerie 
Attempted fo force the Qusbgai to dive to Shiraz sheep which they were takin 
for sale to Yazd. In the ensuing fracas the gendarmerie opened fire and kil 


some sheep. 


Keritistan. : a 

15, It ie reported from Kermanshih that early jn Apel aeveral important 
Kurdish chieftains from Traq, yet representatives from the, Persian, Kurdish 
tribes of Kalkliani, Waladhegi and Qubadi to disouss plans for Kurdish 
Independence. ‘This meeting was followed by. an anonymons petition to 
His Majesty's Consul complaining of the oppression of the Traqi and Kurdish 
Governments, and urging the establishment of an independent Kurdistan to 
inclnde the Kurds of Syria, Iraq, Persia and Turkey. 


Reiesian Interests, 


n commenting on ramours to the effect that present disagreements 
betwee emis nnd Great Britain might lead to avother war, one of| the omian: 
pred Persian papers says that thew rurpoure are being put about by person 
ecested in maintaining and increasing high price, Thee was no powiility 
Great Britain fighting Russia. In ope stroke the Red army could sever 
ital arteries leading from Great Britain's oil supplies in Persi 
1y for the Promotion of Cultural Relati nt 
inthaa) and Save, Armenia bas nen nga el 
Am extract {rom a mestage to Stalin from the people of Soviet AFmenta published 
i ‘of the 17th May is not Without interest in this connexio 
gr eae ml lS he ime athe 
And heavy, ook with so much admiration on our great advancements, meet with 
such love from Soviet Azarbaijan and accept with such gratitude the many-sided 
Kelp afloat them bythe Soiet Union.” The new Archimandriteof the Sulfa 
as reuuraed to Avinenia for a short visit, “His Majesty's Consul reports that 
Sith outwardly, be ahaceine from expresing political Views, in scaret hi 


fours te Tudeh Faro cia. from Soviet Rumi sy by the Perslen 


press the Sheikh ul Triam of the Caucasus, has arrived in Tabria and is to visit 

Jom and Meshed The ebject of hn iit ay to convince the Persian pra 
Soviet principles are not injurious to Tslam, 

{adin bas been given some attention lately not ony, in Russian papers 

such un The War and the Working Claes, bat algo on similar linew in the Rsshan- 

red Persian press. The theme generally is: How can it be said that victory 

ought freedom while the people of India and Africa are captive and 


Polish Intereste 
20. The number of civilian Polish refugees still remaining in Persia on the 
sata Men, Women and Children. 
In Tebran F 17a 
Bees Se era 
3,302 
Tragi Interests. 


21 Abbas Mehdi Beg, Iraqi Minister in Persia, has left Tebran on 
relinguishment of his appointment. 


Swwise Interests, 


i i i 'AMfaires in 
22. M. Eduand Bavier has arrived in Tehran as Swiss Chargé 
Telief of M.Daeniker who is returning to Switzerland, 


(s1729) ® 






























































Turkish Interests 


23. The Turkish Eoonomic Mission bas now left Persia. As far as is 
known it achieved little definite result, 

24. Kamal Kupurlu, the newly-appointed Turkish Ambassador to Persia, 
has arrived in Tehran, 


American Interests, 


25, According to the Persian press Brigadier-General Besson of the Persian 
Gulf Command was presente with a decoration by the Shah in appreciation of his 
collaboration with the Persian authorities in the operation of the Persian rail- 
‘ways... Brigadjer-General Bewon has now loft Persia 

36, Mr. Leyland Morris, American Ambassador to Persia, has left Tehran 
‘on relinquishing his appointment 


Tehran, 27th May, 1945, 


Appendix to Enclosnre. 
De. Lbrahim Hakimi, Hakin al Mulk, 
Short biographical note 


An Azarbaijani, with long official experience, aged alout 72, Deaf, Highly 
respectable bat of very weak character. Was Court Physician in Qajar times a® 
was hie father before him, — Claitin to have been bearer of the hvubble bubble to the 
Inst of the Qujares Yazdan 
panah, Mustashara’d-Daula 
‘apparently less deeply impli 

Lived in retiremont thro 


for same yeara past 
Depiity in first Majlis 1908, Minister of Finance 1910 and 1911. Minister 
f Vducation in seven different Cabinets between 1014 and 1920, Minister for 
igh Affairs January 1922. Awsistant Prime Minister to Quwain August 1042 
inister without portfolio February 1043. On National Bank Advisory 
noil in Mareh 1043. 
‘Appointed Primo Miitister 2nd May, 1045, chiefly because all other candidates 
‘wore opposed by one faction or another in the Maja, 


To, 
(B 4117/76/94} (10) 


Mititary A taché’s Lutelligonce Summary No. 21, Secret, for the Period 23th May 
ta dnd June, 1049.—(Communicated tn Tehran Despatch No. 183 of Ath June 
Keceieed in Foreign Office, 13th June.) 


Persian A 
Political 
SPBECHES in the Majlis during the week have been concerned vet little 
with the programme or qualities of the Government but almost entirely with 
propoganda for und against the Tudch warty. ‘The speakers agniat the Govern: 
ment, and indeed some of those nominally dor the Goverument, were the Tudeh 
members and their sympathisers, and they made good use of their opportunity 
1o attack the many prevailing abuses, the present ruling classes and their alleged 
‘one-sided policy in foreign affairs. Some spirited rejoinders were made by thei 
pponents, ‘The debate, however, did not materially affect the views of the 
Teputies about the Government. "The opposition of the ‘Tudeh party and of 
those who from consideration of their: personal interests feel. bound to vote in 
accordance with the party dictates was certain, ‘The fate of the Government 
depended on whether a sufficient number of the other Deputies would agree that 
a different Government would give them a hetter chance of re-election. "That, it 
fscems, was their conclusion, for when the voto was taken on the Sed June only a 
small number supported the Government. It could not he contended that it was 
f good Government, but it fell not on its dererits but hecanse the majority of 
the Deputies, who had themselves chosen Hakimi as Prime Minister, Failed to 
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induce him to appoint Ministers to their liking to the Cabinet posts that can 
exert great influence on the elections, Their obvious lack of concern for anythi 
Jat their personal interests has farther discredited the Majlis and strengthen 
the hands of those, notably the Shah and the Russians, who would like to see 
it dissolved 
2 The Persian Government has addressed notes to the British, Russian 
‘and American Embassies requesting the withdrawal of Allied troops from Persia, 
‘since with the end of the war in Europe the reasons for which those troops 
entered Persia no longer exist. The announcement that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment were giving sympathetic consideration to this request has given pleasure 
and raised "The question of withdrawal bas figured large in the press 
‘and Majlis debates. Claims are made that even if the treaty docs allow British 
troops to remain in Persia antil six months after the end of the war with Japan 
Resign troops have no juifcation for remaining, since Ruin iy not at wat 
japan, and that Allied troops have no longer legal claim to the rights as 
rs Censorship and the ase ana control of aerodromes, meabs of communica 
Treaty, 
against 


detained sol 
number mi 
‘apanese oF 
Economic, 

4. ‘The financial year March 194-March 1945 ended up with a deficit in 
the Government's finances of 462 million rink Ordinary revenne was 
%924 million rials and commercial revenve 3459 million rials Ordinary 
expenditure totalled 3844 million rials and commercial —exponditure 
4.601 million rials. ‘The deficit for the previous year (1043-44) was 1,052 million 
rials 


Army. 

5, General Razmara, the provious chief of the General Staff, is being put 
on trial, on a change of accepting a bribe from tribal leader, much to the delight 
of his stceessor, General Arfa, to whom he ix a dangerous rival, 


Internat Security, 
General. 

6. Remarkably fow incidents of trite lawlessness have been reported in 
Tecent weeks from the tribal areas of South aud West Persia, This ix probably 
due to a variety of causes: improved economic conditions, less provocation by 
Persian officials, in a few areas better security measures, and the conversion of 
ome tribal leaders to the beliof that at the present time good behaviour is the 
best policy for the tribes. 


Tifahan. 
7. A large number of arrests—some reports say as mich as a hundred-—have 
‘been made in connexion with the murder of the anti-'Tudeh Labour leader reported 


in Summary No. 20/45, paragraph 13. No further disturbances have ocurred 
although the instigators of the murder are still at large. 
Western Azerbaijan. 

5. The situation at Mahabad is still very obscure. Even the Persian 
authorities have little information that is reliable. There is undoubtedly a 
movement for Kurdish independence, known as the J.K. Society, which according 
to Kurdish sources receives its inspiration from Iraq. There is little doubt, too, 
that the Russians are giving some enconragement to this movement. There is 
‘some competition for members, hare i 
arty which the Russians may find it difficult to reconcile. The Kurds are 

ally hostile ‘udeh ‘whose principles are ir eligi 
Meas and to their tribal system. jeanne anti tes 

(31729) ra 




























































































Russian Interests, 
9. The Russian-inspired ‘Persian. press has, pow that Russia is no! longer 
being supplied with petrol from Abadan, begun the expected campaign against 
the A.LO.C. with the object of fostering discontent among Persian workers 
The strike at Kermanshah, reported in paragraph 14, is its first sucess The 
justice of the Persian claim to Babrein and the iniquity of the continued detention 
‘of the intornees are also being pressed in some of these papers 
10, The Soviet Government recently invited a party of Persians to Baku 
to attend a celebration of the 25th anniversary of the ‘" independence” of the 
Soviet Azerbaijan Republic, and on thetr return to Tehran the House of Culture 
(V.0.KS) held a reception to give other Persians the opportan 
impressed. by their sycophantic descriptions of their experiences 
IL The Soviet Ambassador is pressing the Persian Government ( send 
n of Persian troops to Mababad. ‘This battalion must, however, come 
it must not he replaced, so leaving Tabriz with, ho. troops other 
rained recruit ‘To the protest that it, would 
nwise to despatch to Mahabad, eccupied and surrounded by armed Kurds 
0 small a force as 400 infantry soldiers, the ambassador replied that the Soviet 
authorities would guarantee their safety. It looks as if the Russians wished to 
revluce the Persian garrison in Tabrie arid have a Persian battalion interned 
hy the Kurds at Mahahad as the small Persian garrison is practically interned 
at Reznieh. The refusal of the Russians to allow the Persian Government to 
etd an adequate forve to Mababad has been referred to in Summary No. 18/45 
‘and previous Sommaries 


American Interests 


2. The Persian Gulf Command will cease to operate the Persian Railway 
at the end of J The Persian authorities are taking over by nd by 
the ond of the month they will be in full control of the railway from 
Nbwag and Handar Shahpar, 

18. Mr. Wallace Murray haa arrived in Tehran ax American Ambassador. 


Brivish Interests 


14. There has been a gencral strike of Persian employees of the Kerman 
Potroleum Ci  inatignted Dy agents of the Tudeh party.” Some af 
strikers have already gone hack to wor} 


Tehran, rd June, 1949, 


(B 4314/70/34) (uy 


Miltary Attache’s Titelligence Summary No. 2 for the period 4th June to 
Toth: June, 1943.(Communteuted in’ Tehran Dedpatch No. 108. of 
11th June. Received 20th June) 


Persian Affairs. 
Political, 

1, Amalonity of the Deputies bas chosen Sayyid Mubin Sadr (Sadr 
Ashraf) (F.0. 19¢M.A 349) for appointment as Prime Minister, and he has 
beets charged by the Shah with the formation of a Government. He is already 
in difficulties with the Deputies over the selection of his Ministers. In the 
session of the Majlis held to elect a Prime Minister he was supported by 60 of 
the 67 members present, but his supporters are already at loggetheads with each 
other regarding the choice of Ministers for the Ministries of the Interior and of 

nistries that have most influence on the elections. Consequently he 

able to present the Cabinet to Parliament. It is nnderstond that 

“ ided to retain Anashirwan Sepahbudi as Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Nadir Arasteh as Minister of Roads and Communications, and to include 

Mahinad Bader (F.0, 40-M.&. 50, Abdul Hosein Hajbir (FO. 79-M.A. 108), 
Dr, Said Malek. (Laghman-ul-Malk) 

‘The Tudeh party has already declared itself to be in opposition, and 
‘another thirty Deputies are unlikely to support the Government. whatever its 





‘composition. While the Deputies are concerned almost entirely with attempting 
to secure their reelection the business of administration is fallitig: into. serious 
arrears. The budget for the current year has not yet been discussed ; the control 
of ecouomic affairs is in abeyance aud there, are many, important. questions for 
decision. notably the arrangements tobe made for the financing of the railway 
When it’passes to the control of the Persian administration, and British contri 
butions to make up the difference between revenue and expenditure cease on the 
Ist July 


y for a complete withdrawal Y 
mit forward in some quarters that even if the British have some just 
for staying the Russians have none, ‘The Russians probably. feel safe 
advocating complete withdrawal, having good cause to expect that the British 
intend to remain in Khuzistan at least 

8. All internees have now been released with tho exception of fourteen, For 
thin the Minister for Foreign Affairs has gained some much-needed credit 


Keonomie 
4. Discussions to settle the details of the transfer of the railway south 
and: the amount of rolling atock to be 

handed over by the British and Americans hav the decis 
The Persia 
ve agreed 
to allow A number of their technical staff to remain to hélp the Persians in the 
transition period. The present financial arrangement whereby tho British 
Government makes good the difference between revenue and expenditure ceases 
to be effective on the 80th June... Some economy can be effected by a reduction of 
staff, now considerably in excess of the requirements of normal Persian trafic, but 
‘even then a considerable increase in freight rates will be necessary if revenue ia to 
balance costa. And the discharge of a lange number of employees will swell the 

ranks of the unemployed and the Tudeh party 


British Interests 


5. The employees of the Kermanshah Petroloum Company have returned 
to work with the exception of some 150 who, having been absent Tor a week, were 
Hismissed in accordance with the ordinary rules of the company. The Tudeh 
press, which had been inciting the employees, mado a sudden eolte-face, perhaps 
Fealising that the strike was doomed to failure, and the official organ of the 
‘Tndeh fabour organisation published a statement to the effect that the wtsiko had 
‘not had its prior approval and that in view of the necessity for not hindering the 
» jon of the war against Japan it should be ended as soon se possible 


Russian Intereste. 


6. It seems that the Persian authorities made some pretence of complying 
with the Rassian demand, reported in Summary No. 18/45, paragraph 6, that the 
Shahsavan tribes of the Ardebil district and the brigands” (ce. the landlords) 
of Mianeh (both areas ‘where Tudeh agitators had been meeting with rough 
reatment) should te disarmed, ‘The gendarmerie collected five rifles fren 
Mianeh, and a military detachment was sent to the Shahsavan camps to sear 
for rf ex Tt found none. Bot the Russians trumped np a charge of harbouring 
deserters against the Shatisavan chief, Amir Arslan, and insisted on his removal 
to Tabriz 

7. ‘The two Persian policenien actiaed of aksault on 4 Tussian civilian — 
see Summary No. 18/45, paragraph 9—have heen sentenced hy Persian military 
‘court to imprisonment for several months ‘The Persians accused of assault and 
Tape against Rossinn stadents arc still in Russian custody. 


Tehras, Vth June, 1948, 


[s1729) 
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(B 4896/70/34) ay 


Military Attachi’s Intelligence Summary No. 23 for the Period 1Mth June to 
Vth June, 1945.—(Communicated tm Tehran Despatch No, 204 of the 
15th June; Received in Forvign Office, 2th June.) 


Persian Affaire. 
Political. if 


THE new Cabinet, composed as under, was presented to the Shah on the 
12th June — 


Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior: Seyyid Muhsin Sadr 
(Sade-ul-Ashraf) 

Ministers without portfolio: Mustafa Adi(') (Mansur-es-Sultanch); 
Hassan Ali Kamal Hidayet(’) (Nasr-ul-Mulk) 
ance: Mahtud Bader (F,0.40—M.A.51), 
tico; Amanullah Ardalan (F.0.27—M.A.33) 

Industry and Mines: Abbas Quii Gulshayan, 

Public Health = Dr. Sa’ed Malek (Laghman-ul-Mulk), 

Posts and Telegraphs - Ahmad Etebar. 

War; Teeakiny Zand me 

‘oreign Afiairs: Anoshirwan Sipahbudi(’. 

Agricoleure: Dr Negba 

Education = Ghilam Hussein Rahnema(’) 


Al the above’ have at one timo or another in the past been Cabinet Ministers, 
Gulshayan not since Ferought’s Cabinet. He was Mayor of Tehran in 1044) 
2." ‘The Cabinet has not yet been presented to the Majlis. ‘The Opposition, 
high canons of the eight Tudeh representatives and sume thirty other Deputies 
led by Dr, Musadiliq, by absenting themselves fromm the Majlis have enenred 
that the necessary quorum was not present, some of the Deputies of the majority 
calition being absent from Tehran. ‘The Shah also, although he authorised 
rt form Cabinet te known 1 be nts agai hm, and i is protabl 
we to hin influence that Etebar and Ardalan have already reigned. The Shah’s 
opposition is mainly due to pique and a desire to get even with the majority of 
‘Depution for having rejected Hakimni's Cabinet which included some Ministers 
of his own choice. ‘The Dopaties of the Opposition, bat not including the Tudeh 
tives, have issued a manifesto announcing their intention to obstruct 
the Government by all means in their power, since they believed that Sadr had 
ot the qualities necessary for the solution of the problems facing the Government 
tor did he command the cntilenee of the people. The Tudeh party had previously 
announced their opposition. ‘The Prime Minister is being vigorously abused 
by all the press under Russian influence, history of nearly forty years ago bein 
Faked up to provide charges against him. Representatives of the majority and 
minority groups have met and are to meet again to attempt to salve the deadlock. 
It is understood that the minority, less the Tudeh, Deputies, have stated. that 
they will support « Cahinet formed by any of the following” but by no other : 
Sadiq (Mustashar-ed-Douleh), Bayat, Hakimi or Sepahbudi. The Tu Deputies 
‘object to Hakimi and wish to include Qavam es Sultaneh, 
3. ‘The increase of Russian influence in the Majlis is causing some alarm 
to those Depaties who haye hitherto for yarious reasons opposed Russian trans 
ressions and the Tudeh party because of its Russian direction. In addition to 
‘eight Tudeh representatives there are now some twenty Deputies who will 
‘often! vote in accordance with Russian instructions. The fear that this coalition 
inspires in the remaining hundred Deputies arises from their belief that it 1 
Supported, guided. inspired and disciplined to united. action by the formidable 
Soviet aud from a recognition of their own Inck of unity, of leadership and. of 
common purpose. ‘The British, some of them think. should play a more active 
part—support their friends, threaten the wavering, bribe the needy, imenine amd 
subsidise the pross and give clear directives of policy, The British. they sav, 
treat their friends no better than their enemies. ‘The Russians reward ther? 
friends and murder their enemies—in Persian eyes a sensible and eflective manner 
of acting. 


(0) Te previous Cabinet, 


1m 


4._The Persian Government. has ised invitations to the Governments of 
the USSH, Great Britain, the United States, France, China, India, Egypt 
Irag, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Turkey and Afghanistan to send representatives 
\ attend a medical congress in Tehran, The date for the Cees sents i ra 
srignaly noted ag the rd Jone, bt it has een postponed wnt ee 1 daly 
ne Pe 3 themselves have no great enthusiasm for this c 4 
ealiod representative, The suggestion came. from the Rusiang an! the 
reiank gave. Way to Russian pressure and insistence gh an carly dat, the 
Russian object being apparently to ensui being more conveniently 
Situated, will make a better show than any other Power. 


oe Departinent, which up 
3, ‘The Road Transport Department, which was set. up 

)e. Millspaugh's of offse to control the 

peat Rertne Persian Governipont by the Allis or hired by the 


i ised 
wae hen aatved Control aver the fave abd tae of tyres will be exerci 
iy'the newly-formed Tyre Control and Distribution Ibppartinen 


Appointmente—Military. g 
Pry Sarhang Ahmad Babarmast to be Military Governor of Tehran, 


Internal Seeurity 
Isfahan - 
Te por he time being the situation in Tofahan town is quiet. The 
f the anti-Tudeb leader Sarafian shocked publio opinion and rallied it agai 
the Tudeh, Bat ifthe Government abows weakness in proceeding againat th 
implicated in the murder ot in supporting the ofciale in Tafahan who have 
Inensares to preserve onder i likely that he Tudeh party will take boar 
public is disturbed by fears that they are already making plans to continuc 
campaign of intimidation and assassination, 


A arbaijan . 

n the Gth Juno the unemployed of Tabriz paraded tho streets carry! 
anoera fearing slognns sash as We want brend and work, "" What the 
Government doing for ua?" There was, however, no dinturbance 


British Interests. 


‘The statement recently made in the Hous of Com the Govern. 
tment apainnmnan tthe elect that British interests in South Persia. andthe 
Persian Gulf would be safeguarded in all circumstances has given 8 great oppor 
tunity to the Ruvsian-inspired Persian press and to other enemion of Great 
Britain to give coloar to the accusations they have Deen making for woine ime 
Of the sinister designs of British policy in South Persia, which aro to be achieved 

‘the arming and support of the tribes and the creation of autonomous 

ces to be converted, ax opportunity offers, into a British colony, however 

iaed. Moreover, the defence of British interests, these papers say, requires 
the suppression of all aspirations to freedom lest the Brita colony ‘of India 
should be infected by the ideas of the liberty lovers of Persia 


Russion Interests 

twenty Russian soldiers has arrived in Isfahan for the 

cntenaie p Loe hedowed ing a monument to the Soviet airmen who wer killed 
Tast year inva crash in Chahar Mahal. Persians, however, are unable to avoid 
i ir presence with the desire of the Tudeh party to re-establish 


Set) ‘The Russians continve to provent the despatch of recruits for the 
Persian army from Azarhaijan. 
(31729) v4 
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Tragi Interests. 


13 ‘The press ansiounces the appointment of Tahsin Qadri us Traqi Minister 
in Persia. 


Swedish Interests 
14 M, Sven Herald Poussette has vacated his post as Swedish Chargé 


d’Affaires in Persian on his return to Sweden. Dr. Gunnar Jarring has assumed 
charge of the Swedish Legation, 


Polish Interests, 


15. M. Bader has vacated his post as Polish Minister in Persia on recall 
to London, “M. Okouski hax assumed charge af the Polish Legation. 


Tehran, VICK Toone, 1940, 
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CHAPTER IV.—SAUDI ARABIA. 


(E 4519/17/25; No. 19, 
ith to Mr. Bien—(Receieed 26th June’) 


Sedila, 9th June, 945, 
Your telegram No. 274 of the Ist June and’ relative 
fOrrespondence relating to the Vieeroy's visit to Tha Sand, 1 have the honour to 
inform you that his Excellency, accompanied by Sir Evan senkins, private 
Gemay, and Captain Henderson. aide-de-camp, areived in Jedda by 
Cairo on the rd June. Conflicting reports from Exypt had left us 
‘4 (o the expected time of arrival of the Royal Air Force Larlestar 
icoroy travelled. In the event, the party arrived rather in advance of the earlier 
of the times indicated; but, fortunately, the Emir Mansour was already: at tho ait. 
Port to welcome his f 
It is conveat ng in the interior 
‘of Saudi Arabia, especially ng’ tho King. I had suggested ta Lord 
Wavell before he left Cairo that. he should conform with this practice, and tvs 
Willingness to do so gave great pleasure in this country, In the King's private 
Apartments. at. the Khuzan Palace, where the visitory reated, briolly: before eos 
Hinuing their journey, a carnivalesque atmosphere of private theatticals reigned 
While sirwals and thoba were distesbuted and assumed, Arab clone drapedcand 
White head-dresses fastened with a gold fillet. -Broakfast, when it came, tro i 
of a masquerade than a teal, 

3." “Fhe King bod. mad it clea that he exposed me to sceoupany 
Viceroy to Riyadh and, with your pertainsion, 1 gladly did vo, having, anette 
that this would not inconvenience bis Excellency. Lord Wavell invited thet 
Mansour to join his party in the Royal Air 

' private aeropla 
‘on his flight across the dover 
including the In 


We arrived at Buwaib, a landing ground some 50 kilom. from Riyadh, 
three and @ half honey after leaving sJedda. ‘There the Emir. Khaled, vere 
jure dignitaries and a spare sot of Arals robes sent by the King. awaited the 
Viceroy. “Another hour and a half’s drive brought us to Riyadh, where the Hate 
Palace had beea organised for our stay, ‘The Crown Prince, the Emir Sand hate 
Ss welcome, and all hopes of a wash had to be postponed until after lunchern. A, 
as by that time 4.0‘lock in the afternoon,” Lt'was shortly tefore Ione eh 
T recorded my twentieth coffee of the day. 
5. "Audience with His Majesty had been arranged for 5 o'clock, and for this 
wt al Murabba, some miles from our palatial 
house. oy was manifest, and thongh 
Sonversational exch: re-—except for an urgent enquiry 
whether Mr. ¢ is—limited to the formalities of 
re of mutual regard and goodwill was instantly 
8 to the King, which Lord Wavell delivered, were 


was served on the palace roof, an hour or #0 after the sunset 
Tt was a simple meal, as Royal banquets go, and blessedly short for thoce 
Boexercised in oriental sedentary attitudes. For musio we had the med -like wie 
Of five blind devotees, chant oran on a near-by roof, and the dtone of a 
distant water-wheel. For background, Thn Saud’ iyguard, in their 
bravery of ailks and gold. 
fumed oil were 
could look down into his private wi 
roduced @ batch of about twenty of his sons, 
iceroy 
‘asked me whether it would be incorrect to speak of 
‘avell during his visit, and T had assured hint to t 
shatrary. What he, in fact, asked was that India should help to relieve the wre 
Mortage of consumer goods in this country, and that various purchases mate by 

























































































two of his sons in a raid on India in 1943 should be licensed for export. | Neither 
iself to the Government of India, but Lord Wavell 
‘was good enougl ‘would see whether anything could be done. 

The Vi ry of his capture of 
Riyadh from the ga 0. His comments 
reminded the King “Soldiers 
always understand each other,’ 

Nasser, Governor of Riyadh, to show us, 

in the citadel door, and blood-stains, still sta 

from the night when young Abdel Aziz iba Saud won the first of ma 
victories, 

0. The King’s gifts wore sent to the Viceroy and his party, including the 
Royal Air Force officers of his asroplane, after they had returned to the Badia 
Palace. Lord Wavell’s: presents to Ibn Saud, which I took to him next day, 
Toetudeda beautifully iuminated anamuscripe of the Koran.” He could wot 

ven the a ious.” the King remarked, 

0, The Vi riy start on the ath June, as he had to joi the 

In Dam. T remained in Riyadh at the King 
request Emir K ser accompanied Lord Wavell to Bawaib, 0 
‘with him Godspeed on their father’s bobalf 

11. The Viceroy's visit was, T think, a complote success, 1 fear that the 
circumstances of Arabian hospitality: in June were occasionally arduous, but 
Lord Wavell took all discomforts in his stride and, if 1 may xay 0, matehed the 
King’s simplicity aud natural dignity with his own. ‘The establishment of imme- 
diataly friendly felations was, perhaps, nataral; butt was none the less pleasant 
to observe. 

12, Some credit for removing the barriers of race and language must 
certainly go to Shaikh Tzzedin Shawa, Director of Mines, Public Works and 
Teanaport in Jedda, who, at my suggestion, accompanied the party as interprete 
when Mr. Mi actor's orders, was wnnble to travel. Shaikh Tzzedin Shaws, a 
Palestinian political exile and Cambridge gradnate, reserves his auti-Britich 
mood for the Zionist problem, His interpreting: was supple and impeccable 

18. [am reporting in a veparate despatch such developments as occurred 
after the Viceray's departure from Riyadh 

14. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary to the 
of India in the External Aftairs Department and to the Minister Resid 
Middle Bast 

Thave, de 


1. B. GRAFETEY SMITH 
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CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON, 


{A) Miscellaneous. 


(B 1787/1787/88) No. 1 


Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden.—(Received 13th March.) 


{> 


Beirut, 3rd March, 1945. 


1 HAVE the hovour to transmit to you herewith « report ou leading por 


sonalities in the Lebanon, 
‘2. Owing to the political evolution 
November 1943, many new personalities h 
therefore been found necesuary virtually. 
Sherefore and necessary virtually 


of the Lebanon wince the crisis of 
ve come inte prominence and it hax 
Wo rewrite the report furnished in 


3. In view of the large number of religions cotntuttnition in 

‘of religions commutinities in the country, th 
report has ben drawn up in two sections, the scond Jaiing with the lading 
igious personalities of the different commtunities J 


4. Riad-es-Solh’s Government fell and 


the present Governinent was formed 


hile these notes were being typed, Tt has, however, been fo 

Bring up to date the notes of he mcmibes of uhe pov Grnermont ake tude 

appcared in the Perwnalites Lit" Separate note oa Wadi hey” Nai and 

Dr Nicholas Gho wore enclosed in my’ despatch No.7 of the 1h January 
iterations to the notes on thembere af the former Government will be found $0 


‘an annex to the report.(’) 
5, For the compilation of these notes T 


Beirut. 


faim indebted to the Political Office 


(1) Alterations incarporated in mein repet in Foreign Oo, 


Enclosure in No, 18. 


Indes of Leading Personalit 


Whale Abdel Kher, 
Aboud By Abel Hersek 
at Abdel Hersek, 


Me Philippe Negi) Hoolos 
Me: Cumide Chetoun 


‘Arnie Khaled Chehalis 
Mictil China. 
Almnied Daou 


ew in the Lebanon, 


Omar Donk, 
adr Dianne, 
Me i 


Geoege Haima 
‘Sabet Harvad 
Sayed Alumed el Huon 
Atel Hey: Toal 
Sheikh Sayed I 
Sheikh, Yur! 1 


tomer 
Kabalan Issa Khoury. =f 
Ss 
oo 
at 








































































































Alfred Nscoache Alfred Skat 
‘Adib Naber ind or Sil 
‘Gibran ‘Nahas Sern cx lb 
Walt Nain De Ayooh Tabet 
Mousa Sainmour. Enile Tabet 
ml Newser Georges Tabet 
Soleimen Naufal, Colonel apace Tat 
Dr. Somil Tathook 
Salim Tayars 
Foci Trabult, Lieut Caan 
Hai Fr 
Me Pies (Potro) Trad 
oye Sahbagha ran Toko 
AM Sala Me" Ai Umsoyran 
Sai Bala Me. Abdullah Yat 
Youle Zale, 


1, Khaled Abdel Khader—A Sunni Moslem landowner and one of the 
deading Beys of the Akkar (North Lebanon); born 1800 Ex-Depaty anda 
supporter of Emile Ei s actively engaged in. smuggling. Unsuccessful 

contested the 1943 elections. ce bet i 


2 Aboud Bey Abdel Rezeek—A Sunni Moslem, born 1891. The principal 
Bey of the Akkar (North Lebanon) and the largest landowner in the Lebagon. A 
former Depaty and a supporter of Béharn el Khoury. A sly and crafty 
inulividual, whone sole interest ix persowal ain, 


3, Mohammed Abdul Rezzek —Son of No.2 A Sunni Moslem, barn 1904 

eled Deputy for the second time in 1043 ou Abdul Hamid Kerami's list, 
tbat has since turned against him. Secondary education and mediocre intelligence: 
would do anything to become Premier, 


4. Me. Habib Abi-Chahla—A Greek Orthodox lawyer of Beirut, born 1903, 
Holds the Paris degree of Doctor of Law. Several times a Minister. Was 
formerly a supporter of Rmile Eddé but broke with itn before the 1943 election, 
in which he was successful. Vice-President and Minister of Justice and Favea: 
tion from 1043 to January 1945, Remained staunch to the Government in the 
crisis of November 143. Able, energetic and sy 

‘and venal; consequently not mich roxpacte 


5. Me. Joseph Abou Khater—A. Greck Catholic lawyer of Zahlé, born about 
1905, Studied law in France, A leader of the anti-Skaf faction in Zahlé. Ts 
extromely intelligent and ambitious and may have a political future if he becomes 
Joss mean and more accessible. 


«0: Me. Rowkos Abou-Nader-—A Maronite lawyer of Beskinta, born 1883 
Several times a Deputy and twice a Minister: supports Emile Eddé.” Influential 
in the Metn district, but somewhat discredited on account of his exceptionally low 
morality. y 


7. Ashraf Ahdab.—A Sunoi Moslem of Beirut. Born 1804. Has for some 
time been an official of the Lebanese Adminstration of the Finance Department 
In November 143 was made Director in succession to Nasri Haddad: Director 
General in 1944, Honest and quiet, not particularly intelligent, does not mix 
in polities. 


ms an lieth Moslem of Beirut, born in 1902 Was » 
contractor and engineer wntil appointed in February 1944, as Lebanese repre 
sentative of the ‘Council of the Thterdts Communs; failed in the Prmeeh fis 
Honest and intelligent but indecisive. 
9. Amir Majid Arsla from Shwaifat, born about 1908 

x Minister: » member of Béchara el Khoury's Constitutional party. ‘The 
influential of the Lebanese Druzes on iectoun, of his family nase. “Uclike Saat 
Arslans, has never been pro-Axis, Minister of Health, National Defence and 
Agriculture, September 143-Jannary 1945. During the crisis of November 1943 
4 resistance group in the mountains A cheerful, uneducated and highly- 
venal feudal chieftain. ba 





a 


10. Amir Rap Atalan (cousin of No. 9)—A Druze, born 
Director in the Lebanese Administration and many times a Deputy. Appointed 
Muhafez (Governor) of Beirut in October 1943. Not unintelligent but weak and 
ineffective. 


UL. Ahwwed el Assud—A Shia Moslem from Taibé (South Lebanon), born 
1905. “A feudal chieftain whose influence is paramount in the Jebel -Amil 
Dishonest, unreliable and gute unprincpled; suspected of promoting eruggling, 
over the Palestine frontier. Was a Minister in the first ‘independent 
Lebanese Government in 1941-42. but was displaced when it fell in July 1942 
owing to British objections. Has since been wooed by the French, but would still 
prefer to play with the British if given any encouragement, Relected a Deputy 
tn 1943. Appointed Minister of Public Works and Ministet of Health and Public 
Assistance in January 1945. 


12 My. Tawfiy (Tote) Awad —A Maronite lawyer of Hasroun, born 1908. 
Belongs to an inflaential family of North Lebanoti and is a relation of the 
Maronite Patriarch, to whom be acta as legal adviser and land broker. Contrived 
doabtful methods to tecome a Deputy in the 1937 Chamber. By constant 
gue sucoreded in 1942 in securing a reconciliation between the Maronite 
‘arch and both General Catroux and President. Naccache. Was appointed 
Assistant Secretary.of State in the interim Lebanese Government in July 1943, 
but failed in the elections. A professional go-between, who is universally disliked 
and despised for his dishonesty and mendacity, 


18. Me Ibrahim Asar—A Maronite lnwyer of Sidon, bora 1906, A membec 
Of the Constitutional party and a former Deputy. Not over-intelligent and very 
‘cautions, bat sound and reliable 


1A. Amir Khalil Bellama.—A Maronite from Bikfaya, born abyat. 1888 
belongs to a well-known family. For many years practised ax a lawyer in Cairo. 
Twice a Minister. Exceptionally stupid and rather a laughing-stock. 


15. Dr. Raif Bellama.—A Maronite bacterioliigist of Beirut, born 1807. Ix 

‘8 professor at the American University of Beirut. Has so'far taken no part in 

political life but has political ambitions. Has strong pan-Arab leanings. 
ant, and mgood orator, but not an outstanding: personality. 


16, Abdullah Beyhum.—A. Sunni Moslem from Beirat, born about 1873. 
Was Secretary of State in 1934, in 1930-41, and in the interim Lebanese Govern: 
ment appointed in July 1943, Honest but ‘colourless and past his prime. 


Beyhum.—A. Sanni Moslem landowner of Beirut, born 1907 
held office, but is considered one of the most. prominent younger 
Moslems, and is likely to emerge as a political figure. Is nationalist and anti- 
French in his views. 
18, Mohammed Ali Beyhum (brother of No. 19}—A Sani Moslem of 
Beirut, born 1889. Prominent in Moslem political circles, but has never been a. 
Deputy. Well-meaning and pleasant but ineffective. 


19, Omar Heykun—A Sunni Moslem proprietor of Beirut horn 1881, A 
former Deputy. Has great influence in Beirut Moslet circles, particularly over 
the Najjade party, in whose formation he played a large part, and by. whom he is 
constantly consulted. Brusque and uneducated, but honest and consistent in his 
Nionalist views. 

20. Salah Beyhuw—A Sunni Moslem of Beirut, born 1805, Has +0 far 
held no office, but is prominent in Moslem circles. Professes pan-Arab ideas and 
is anti-French. Honest and principled but not very bright. 


21. Me. Jawad Boulos—A Maronite solicitor of Tripoli, born 1900. Ex- 
Deputy; was Minister for Foreign Affairs in the provisional Lebanese Govern. 
ment of March 1943, but was eliminated with it in July. A’ servile tool of the 
French, to whose support he owes his position. Unsuocessfully contested the 1943 
elections. 

22. Me. Philippe Negib Boulos—A. Greek Orthodox lawyer from Koura 
(N. Lebanon), born 1902. "Has held various magisterial offices. In. 1941. was 
appointed by the Vichy authorities a member of President Naccache’s administra- 
tion, and held office in the first two " independent ”” Lebanese Governments, in the 
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second of which he was Minister for Foreign Affairs. Weak and ineffective, but 
houest anid likeable. Failed ia the 1943 elections, and resumed his post of judge 
of the Court of Appeal. 

28. Me, Camille Chamown—A Maronite lawyer from Deir el Kamar, torn 
1901, Once a Minister; a prominent member of the Constitutional party. 
Strougly pro-British and for this reason viewed. with snspicion by the Fi 
Very: influential iv the Chonf district. Honest, able and extremely, likable 
Appointed Minister of the Interior and Posts and Telegraphs in September 1943; 
‘one of the Ministers arrested by the French in November 1943. In July 1044 
‘Appointed first Lebanese Minister in London, 


34. Joweph Chamoun —A Maronite fram Deir-el-Kamar. born 1896. Was 
chief clerk of Beirut Governorate up to 1929 when Emile Eddé then Prime 
Minister, made him Acting Director of Public Health. Became Director of 
Publi Works in 1983. and was transferred in 1985 to be Director of Economic 
Servives: ine Director of Public Education,» pst which he held until 

Ihe. was appointed Director of Public Works; became 
Honest, clever and hard-working; does not mix it 
polities, 

25, Yusef Charbel—A Maronite of Hosh-el-Newar of the Hekka. Born 
1890, Made his carcer as a. magistrate specialising in the examining branch 
Attomney-Genoral in 1943. Honest and well educated, bat brask and may well 
tbe an opportunist. Often consulted by Ministers on potitical matters 


20, Amir Jemil Chehahin=A Maronite from Neirut, born 1808. Beloogs to 
tho Christinn branch of a leading Lebanese family. Director of Finance from 
1941-42, and from September 1943 senior Lebanese. member on the Conseil 
Supericur des Interéts Commune. Wax delegated by Riad Sohl in 1944 to run 
the Ministry of Supply, but resigned at the end of the year and now holds no 
public post, though still technically Seeretary-General to the Presidency, A hard. 
working and conscientious but exceedingly obstinate and narrow-minded official 
who periodically quarrels with his superiors 

2. Amir Khaled Chehsb\. Sunni Moslem from Hasbaya, born 1891 
Belongs to the Moslem branch of the Chebab family and. is very prominent in 
South Lebanon. Has been Prime Minister and President of the Chamber: was & 
member of Dr. Ayoub Tabet's interim Government appointed in March 1943, 
bat has wince retired from politics. Honest and respected. bat weak and easily led 

28, Michel Chiha—\ Roman Catholic hanker of Beirut, born 1898. A 
member of the Board of Administration of the Banque de Syrie’ Was Depaty in 
1928, at which time he ansisted in the drafting of the Lebanese Constitution.” A 
wupparter ‘and advisor of the Constitutional party. Advocates a. Christian 
Lebanon protected against: Mosler and Jewish amination. A shrewd and 
‘cautious financier, who i highly respected. Is brother-in-law to the President 


29. Ahmed Deouk (brother of No. 30)—A Sunni Moslem of Beirut, born 
1889, After many years in the Beirut M pointed Secretary of 
State in the Administration appointed by the Vicky authorities in 1941. Became 
Prime Minister of the first “'independent.”” Lebanese Government in December 
1941, but resigned in July 1942. While in office proved himself incompetent and 
servile and. has lost much of his influence in Moslem cincles, In July 1044 was 
appointed first Lebanese Minister to France. 


30. Omar Daouk.—A Sunni Moslem of Beirut, born 1865. President of the 
Chamber of Commeres and n highly respected proprietor who is prominent in 
Moslem charitable activities, Ex-Senator; nowadays takes no active part in 
politics but is often consulted, and has mach influence. Honest and. shrewd. 


31, Badr Dimishkich—A Sunni Moslem of Beirnt, born 1878 Has been 
president of Beirut municipality. Has relations with Palestine Jews through 
is son-in-law, who is a merchant of Jaffa. Venal and a hypocrite. 


92, Me. Emile Bidi —A Maronite lawyer of Beirut, torn 1885. President 
‘of the Republic from 1936 to 1941; has also had much ministerial experience. 
A fanatical exponent of the conceot of an independent Lebanon separate from 
the Arab wend Was a member of the Lebanese deputation to Parts in 1919 to 
ask for a French mandate, and has always had close relations with the French 
‘authorities, who regard him as their chief Lebanese supporter, but would support 





70 


any Power whose policy furthered his designs, Elected a Deputy in 1943, but 
failed to obtain sulicient support to run for the Presidency. Accepted olfice as 
temporary Head of the State during the French coup d Brat in November 1943, 
in the planning of which he participated. Was consequently expelled from the 
Chamber in March '1944, Very intelligent and persuasive, but is impulaive, lacks 
judgment, and is none too scrupulous in his methods of enlisting support. 


33. Mohamed el Fadel—Born 1912; landowner from Nabatich. Minister 
from July 1944, to January 1945, with portfolios of Commerce and Industry, and 
Posts and Telegraphs. Reveived a primary education only. Hs little character 
and is thought to be completely under the inuence of Ahmed el Assad 


34. Naszouh et Fadel—A Sunni Moslem, born 1883. A landowner of the 
Danieh district (N. Lebanon), where his influence is predominant. A former 
Depaty. 

35. Dr. Samih Fakhoury—A Sunni Moslem of Beirut, born 1881 
Px-Deputy. Inconsistent in his political allegiances. A relative of the ex-Mufti 
‘of Jerusalem, who stayed with him on bis flight from Palestine, but is not 
‘unfavourable to the Allied cause. 


itish 
persona non grates to the French. The most prominent Christian 
North Lebanon; in general agreement with the Constitational party. 
fatelligent, honest and able, though not always sound in judgment; well qualified 
to become a political force im the future. Re-elected a Deputy in September 
Minister of Finance July 144-January 1945 


37. Pierre Gemayel—A Maronite from Bikfaya, born about 1900, Leader 
of the Phalange party and affects extreme Lebanese Naticnalist and pro-Chrietian 
views. Although subject to Jesuit influence, is nowadays strongly critical of 
the French, and wholeheartedly supported the Goverument during the crisis of 
November 193 A hot-headed and rather unbalanced demagogue, whove 
influence outside his followers ix limited, 

38. Nicola Ghorn—A Greek Orthodox landowner of Kosba, N. Latunon, 
torn in 1582. Has three times heen a Deputy, but has not, so far, held min 
torial office. Until 1943 was 9 follower of iil Eddé and considered wholly 
tunder French influence, but rallied to Abdul Hamid Kerami for the 1943 elections 
Vneducated and speaks no fo His honesty is questionable and 
he hins Tittle influence even in his di 


39. Nasri Haddad—A Roman Catholic of Beirut, horn 1898. Served for 
many years in the Finance Department of the French High Commission. In 
2041 was appointed Director of Finance; became Director of Supply. which post 
be still holds, Honest and capable, but wholly under French influence 


40. Ibrohim Haidar—A Shia Moslem from Labwé (Bekaa), born 1888 
Several times minister: his last such post, in 1997, terminated owing to his alloged 
connexion with a hashish racket. A leading metnber of ane of the two principal 
Shia families of the Bekaa. Shrewd, bat shifty and dishonest. Re-slected a 
Deputy in September 1943, 

41, Subhi Haidar (cousin of No. 40)—A Shia Moslem from Labwé (Bekan), 
born 1803. A director in the present Lebanese Administration.  Unintelligent 
and not over-honest. 


s 1920 to 1948 and'served successive masters 
faithfully. Tncl ile Eddé and was consequently transferred to 
become a Director of Education when Bechara el Khoury became President in 
September 1943, 

43. Sabri Hamadi—A Shia Moslem proprietor of Hermel (Beka), born 
shout 1903, Is head of the most prominent Bekaa family and claims 0,000 
adherents, but has strong rivals in the family. Brother-in-law of Ahmad el Assad, 
No. 11. Was elected Deputy at an early age and was a minister in 1938. Has 
little education and is wholly unprincipled. but has always ben pandered to by 
French and Lebanese authorities on account of his nuisance value in the remote 
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North Bekaa. region, and is consequently: arrogant. Elected “speaker: of the 
Chamber of Deputies in October 1043, and reelected tothe mame office in 
October 1044 


44. Sayed Ahmed et Husseini—A Shin Moslem from Akoura (Bekaa), torn 
1889. Has several times been minister but has usually resigned. on personal 
grounds after a short time in office. Au honest, old-school official, influential ia 
Shia circles and generally respected, but uneducated and muddle-headed 
Re-elected Deputy in September 1043. 


45. Ace/ Bey Lbrahim—A Moslem Circassian from Smyrna. Born 1887 
Chief of Police since 1943. Was in the Turkish police at the end of 1914-18 war 
Appointed Head of Judicial Police in Betrat on. first Allied cccapation; was 
dismissed in 1932 and spent one and a half years in prison under accusation of 
breibery acquitted when tried. A lever police officer, comparatively honest and 
fairly loyal 


46. Sheikh: Sayed Istephan (brother of No. 47)—Maronite, born 1892. 
Owes his position (0 ‘his Brother's influence, and ix on good terms with Abdul 
Hamid Kerami (No, 49), Influential in Maronite circles in North Lebanon. 


AT. Sheikh Yusef Putephan—A Maronite of Kafar Saghab (N! Lebisnon), 
bein 1886, Was once n minister and a supporter of Eanile Esl0é. but ix nowadays 
assooiated with Hamid Frangieh (No. 36). Very influential in his d 
succosafully toured Anstratia, where many of his family are settled 

Deputy in September 1943 and ix a very critical xupporter of the Government, 


48, Joseph Karam.—A Maronite of Zgorta (N, Lebanon), born 1601. A 
rather weak character who is overshadowed by Hamid Frangich and Jawad 

alos, both of the same district. Pro-French anid a supporter of Emile Eade. 
Entered the Chamber on a bye-election in April 1044, 


49. Abdul Hamid KeramimA Sunni Moslem of 'T 
one time Mufti of Tripoli, but was diamiued by the E 

hhin hoatile attitude towards the French Mandate 

Amin Huseaini ti ike some members of his family, is not pro-Axis: 
alkene French, bat is nowadays by. way of becoming) pro-Britih. Well 
‘cated and intelligent. Has a large following and can cowit on the support 
Of the vast majority of Moslems in Tripoli on any major isiue, such ax pan 
Arabinat or the demand for anion with Syria. Is wealthy and. pomosee much 
ales OO Re re, seal Seka 
Syria. Refused to co-oparato with any Lebanese Government but in 1948 modified 
bin viows to tho extent of entering the Chamber. Strongly supported the Gover 
niont of Riad Solh, and was arrested by the French during the crisis of November 
4048. Was appotited Drime Minister in January 1945, alw taking portfolios of 
Finanes and National Defonee. 


50, Rafaat Kesaown—A Sunni Moslem of Qabb Elias (Bekaa), born about 
1908. Suapeoted of Axcis sentiments, but probably merely ambitious and fanatical. 
Elected « Depaty in September 1943, 


Ol. Sheikh Farid el Khazen—A Maronite landowner of Jounieh, born 
1895, A amnggler_ in his younger days and nowadays a gambler. Ex-Deputy 
A member of the Constitutional party and inthe Kesrouan district 
Shrewd and amusing but uneducated and unscrupulous Re-entered the Chanter 
on a bye-clection in April 1064. 


82, Michel Khattar—A Greck Catholic manufacturer from Deir el K. 
born 1880, President of the Silk-Growers’ and Industrialists' Associations 
Bas held no office but has much political sense, which causes him often to be 
consulted by Ministers in ofice,” Strongly pro-British and hus co-operated well 
with us. Very likable, with an unusually strong and independent character 


53. Sheikh Béchara et Khoury—A Maronite lawyer from Reirut, born 
1801, For many years a bitter political rival of Emile Eddé, by whom he was 
beaten for the Presidency in 1995. Leader of the ‘* Constitutional party” and 
several times Prime Minister. Achieved his consuming ambition by becoming 
President in 1943. Behavod with firmness and dignity when arrested by the 
Frenh in Novetber of that year, but has since relapued into his old failings of 
weakness and hesitancy and has comparatively little influence on public opinion, 
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54. Kabalan Iisa Khoury.—A. Maronite. proprietor of Ainata. (Bekas), 
born 1915. Is a nephew of the Maronite Patriarch, whose influence he uses 
freely. Resides in Beirnt. Used to grow much hashish on his properties. An 
active and ambitious young man, but wholly unprincipled. 


55. Sami el Khoury—A Maronite of Beirut. Born 1895. Chief Clerk in 
the Lebanese Directorate of Justice until 1926, when be was appointed Director 
of Justice; in 1987 appointed by Emile Eddé as President of the *' Conseil 
d'Etat "; became Director-General of Foreign Afairs in 1944. Honest. and 
disciplined but of medium intelligence. 


56. Jamil Mikkawi—A Sunni Moslem lawyer of Beirat, born 1911. Was 
leader of the Najjadé party, in which capacity he had a certain nyisance value, 
until July 1943, when his failure to conform to the attitude of the Mosler 
Teaders on the electoral issue lost him most of his popularity and the majority of 
the party seceded to a rival leader. A pretentious young coxcomh, who i not 
unintelligent bat lacks stability. Married to a Frenchwoman.’ Appointed 
Counsellor to the Lebanese Legation in London-in July. 1944. 


i7_ Moussa Moubarek,—A Masonite of Ankita, Bora 1903. Member of 
the stall of the French Delegate, to the Lehanon from 1923-1941, during which 
tie he played an important part i Franco Lebanese politics as principal Franc 
between. Director of Public Instruction O41; became "chef de Cabinet "to 
Bechnra-el-Ktoury. in 1043, and the Lebanese member of tho. Interdte 
‘Communs"’ in. 1644, Of doubtful honesty, clever and intelligent, pro-French, A 
personal friend of the Prsides 


58. “Gabriel Murr—A Greek Orthodox ‘Deputy for Mount Lebanon; horn 
Originally of Bugris and how of Bairut Lived im the United States 
for ten years and served during the firet world war in United States army. 
Reuarned to. Lebanon in 10i2 end ‘arted.w cine business which ie atl 
flourishing, - Botered political life for first Lime in Septembor 1048, when he was 
Deputy for Mount Lebation on. fmt beldés list. On, good. terms. with 
United Staten Legation; patriot, tot vee ioiellige sheet and well oad 
Jsin opposition ouly as far as internal polly i eouterbed 


50, Alfred Naccache—A Maronite of Helrat, born 1889, Ait ussuccossful 
lawyer, who bat held magisterial powts since 1180 and was President of the 
Court of Appeal. Was unexpestedly nominated head of the Lebanese Adminin« 
tration by the Vichy authorities in 104, having bald ho previous administrative 

Continued in office after the ‘Allied occupation and. was, nominated 
President of the Republic by General Catroux in November 19H, Much under 
Jesuit influence, and widely unpopular, Very honest, but impulsive, volatile, 
and incapable. “Accepted dismissal by General Catroux in March 1943) Eko 
& Deputy in September 1943, and his since been a silent member of the small 
ppro-French opposition group. 

60, Adib Noho —A Greek Orthodox of Tripoli. Born 1903. Comes of a 
loading Christian family in North Lebanon. A senior goverament official who 
hus filled many posts, including that of Director of the Interior in 1940; Muhafet 
of Soath Lebanon during the 1941 campaign and rendered great assistance to the 
British; reappointed Director of the Interior in November 1943. Probably the 
best of the Lchanese civil servants, honest. intelligent and capable. 


81, Gibran Nakar—A. Greck Orthodox of Tripoli, born 1891. Was 
formeriy Mohafec of North Lebanon and is a prominent figure in that district 
Ex-Doputy. Under French influence and of medioore intelligence, 

62, Wadih Naim—A Maronite lawyer of Chiah near, Beirut, born 1886. 
A former leader of the Beirut Bar, took no part in politics before. the 143 
elections in which he became a Deputy for Mount Lebanon on the Constitutional 
list. Bears a good reputation, bat is considered of mediocre intelligence. 

63, Me, Moussa Nammour—A Maronite lawyer from Muallaka (Bekas), 
horn 1883. Minister of the Interior in the second ‘ independent ” 
Government; has held many previous Ministerial posts. He has ala: 

‘keep a foot in all camps without owing allegiance to any party, and ax a result the 
Government will have no. confidence. in. him....Was unsuccessful. in the 1943 
ions and, being in financial straits, is now a leading anti-Government 
riguer. 
{31729} 6 
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64: Alfred Nasser—A. Greek Catholic merchant and insurance agent of 
Beirnt, born 1878. President of the Merchants’ Association. So far has taken 
no part in political life, but has political ambitions. A typical shrewd, grasping, 
short-sighted Beirut merebant. 

65. Sulaiman Nawjal, Col—A Greek Catholic of Merjaynn. Born’ 1900, 
Spent two years at the French Ecole de Guerre, was an office in the Chasseurs 
Libanais until 1941, when he became head of the Lebanese gendarmerie, During 
the Lebanese crisis of November 1943, worked with the French and was con 
sequently removed from his post. A’ capable officer, pro-Freneh in 
sympathy in upbringing and temperament. 

68. Mukieddin Neowli—A Sunni Moslem journalist and merchant of 
Beirut, born 1900. Proprietor of the newspaper Beirut. Ex-Deputy. During. 
the 1028 Palestine troubles wrote violent anti-Britiah articles and in 1941 wae 
interned as an Axis sympathiser, but while interned. wrote strongly pro-Allied 
articles and since his release has continaed to collaborate effectively 

Issedin Omati~A Sunni Moslem of Iraqi origin, born aboot 1887 
Was for several years a. judge and has been governor of various districts. Was 
Chief of Police from 1995 to 1937, when he was retired a& a result of a scandal; 

reinstated in the same position in 1942, but again dismissed in October 143 

Active and « disciplinarian, but vena! and subservient; consequently not respected 


68, Henri Phargon-—A Greek Catholic banket of Beirut, bora 1902. 
Socially prowinent and a leading racehorse owner. Popular amonget the middle 
‘and lower classes, especially Moslems, and is a promoter of the Najjadé party: 
‘also believed to finance the Constitutional party. Osteotatiouly generous and 
howpitable, Bought himself into the Chamber in September 1043 and. ow has 
considerable influence. Appointed Minister for Foreign Affaire in January 1045. 


69, Dr. Moustafa Rifai Sanni Moslem of Baalbeek, born about 1895. 
A well-educated and strict Moslem of an old Syrian family, descendants of the 
Prophet, Kind, simple-hearted, and much respected. Formerly reputed to be 
pro-Gorman, but hia views have changed and in M2 he gave two talke on the 
Jada radio ‘comparing the democracies to Islam. Hin political tendency is 
towards Damascus and the National Bloc 


70, Amin Saail—A Maronite of Ain Traz, born 1898. Nephew of n former 
President, by virtue of which relationship he’ became a Mintster in the first 
ndependent” Lebariese Goverument, but proved a complete failure and is 
unlikely to hold further office. A foolish and negligible character. Re-elected 
a Deputy in 1043 and bas not spoken since 


71. Me. George Sabbagha—A. Greek Orthodox lawyer and journalist of 
Beirut, born 1803. Proprietor of the Arabic newspaper Savt ul Ahrar. A. 
roodtiocre Journalist. Has lowe relations with the Greek Orthodox: Archbishop, 
of Beirut 


72. Ali Salam—A Sunni Moslem proprietor of Beirut, torn 1807. The 
eldest of the efght sons of the late Sali Salam, a follower of King Feisaly 
professes pan-Arab and pro-British ideas and has some influence. A bumptious 
aud rather tiresome person, who , never wavered in his support for 
the British cause, 


78, Saib Salém—A. younger brother of No. 72. less forceful but more 
reasonable, Elected a Depinty in September 1943, and is now regarded ax the 
‘most prominent of the younger Moslems. 


"4. Joseph Salem —A Greek Catholic of Tyre, born 1895. Manager of the 
Beirut Water Company, Ex-Deputy. Has considerable political infuence in 
South Lebanon, Has Nationalist leanings and keeps on good terms with the 
Moslems, but belongs to. no party. Honest and intelligent. with an unusually 
well-balanced and far-sighted ontlook, but not over-courageous. Re-elected 
Deputy in 1943; was an unsuccessful candidate for the Speakership in October 
1944, and accepted the appointment of first Lehanese Minister in Cairo in 
November of that year. 


75. Ramee Sarkit-—A Protestant journalist of Beirut, born 1891, Owner 
of the Beirut newspaper Livan ul Hal. Was Minister of Education in the fre: 
“independent” Lebanese Government, but proved exceptionally incompetent 


83 


and is unlikely to hold farther office Professes pro-Britith ‘sentiments, having 
had-an Anglo-Saxon education, but is a colourless personality: who carries 10 
weight 
78. Alfred Skaf—A Greck Catholic of Zablé, born 1907. Member of a 
rominent Bekaa family. His appointment as Minister in the first “indepen 
leat ” Lebanese Goverainept was his first introduction to. ait; ax Minter 
of Supply he tried hard, but found the problems, involved too-great for his 
mediocre intelligence and did not retain his office when the Government fell. Not 
over-scrupulous, Was unsuccessful in the 1943 election, and’ has temporarily 
abandoned politics for agricaltu 


77. Riad es Sotk—A Sunni Moslem of Sidon, born 1898. Barly. became 
known as a fanatical adberent of the Arab cause, bul escaped internment by the 
Turks in 1914-18 because his father had been a Turkish official. Governor of 
South Lebanon for a few months in 1919. Refused ali.collaboration with the 
Mandatory authorities and was exiled by them for two. months in 1995. 
Constantly advocated the cause of Arab independence and unity; acquired much 
influence amongst Moslems in the Lebanon and elsewhere, but was feared anid 
distrusted by many Christians,” Until’ 1943 held no Goverament_ office and 

enerally effaced himself, to emerge periodically as a Moslom leader in a crisis 
Entered the Lebanese Chamber in September 1943 and way appointed Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance. At once adopted’ told Nationalist 
Programme which, unhesitatingly pursned, brought his Govertment into violent 
Conflict with the French, the November crisis resulting. Since then has proved 
himeelf an adroit negotiator and forcefal debater. tat with Ho iptitude for, or 
interest, in administration, A. strong. personality, unscrupalons, supple and 
shrowd. Fundamentally. senopholo, anticPronch in particular: fitted with the 
Germans between 1938-40 and has singe courted the British, but has no loyalty 
‘except to his own not wholly disinterested aapirations, Resigned the Premiership 
in January 1945. 


78. Sami es Solk—A Sunni Mosler of Sidon, bora 1801. fucated in 
Istanbul. Tn 1920 was an official of the Hejaz Railway. Cousin of No 
sequently entered the Lebanese magistratiire and old several posts 
that of president of the Court of Camsation,. Hix appoiniment as Pr 
Of the second "independent Lebanese (i aly 1042 was 
introduction, to political life, “A. well-meani 
foolish man whose extreme vanity 
character. On first appointment planged into A variety of 
and defied the French, but wns soon brought to heel.” After his diaminsal 
March 1943 returned to his magixterial post. Elected a Depaty in September 1043 
‘and dreams of supplanting his comsin. 


Dr. Ayoub Tabet —\ Protestant of Beirut, born 1838. A doctor of 
medicine of the American University of Beirut, but doce not practive. Lived in 
the United States before and daring the First World War, daring which he was 
n active French propagandist, Was a Minister in 1098.and Secretary of State 
it 1936. Was appointed provisional Head of State in March 1948 in order to 

rrange elections, but had to be dismissed in July for having exceeded his powers 
in initiating a ‘series of ill-considered measures. A strong and oxritahle 
Protagonist of the concept of an independent Christian Lebanon; obatinate 
Spinionated and full of muddle-headed good intentions, Re-elected a. Deputy 
in September 1943, bat his bealth is now failing 

80. Emile Tabet —A Maronite proprietor of Beirut, born 1879. Brother of 
No. £2, but was long estranged from him. Has strong pro-British views, which 
he has expressed to any British official who would listen during the last twenty 
five vears. Ex-Depnty. Not nowadays taken seriously. Rich and avaricious, bit 
Bood-hearted, 
SL. Georges Tabet-—A Maronite landowner of Beirut, born 1801. Several 
times a Minister and a candidate for the Presidency. President of the reveutly- 
formed Maronite Council and of the Maronite Charitable Association. Tafluential 
Amongst middle and Jower class Christians hut notoriously untruthful and not 
rusted 

52, Jocques Tabet.—A Maronite landowner of Beirat, born 1887. Very rich, 
‘tnd socially prominent; holds views on economic problems bat plays no part in 
Political life. Unpopular on account of his meanness but not illintentioned. 
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Dr. Jamil Tathouk—A. Druze landowner of  Aley, born 1887. Ex- 
Deputy. Comes of a leading Druze family which has a traditional frieodship with 
the British, Of mediocre intelligence, shrewd and obstinate. Re-lected. a 
Deputy in September 1943. Appointed Minister of Supplies and Minister of 
Agriciltire in Janpary 1945. 


84. Salim Tayara—A Sunni Moslem proprietor of Beirut, born 1887, Ex- 
Mayor of Beirut and has held several Municipal posts. Has much influence 
‘amongst the Moslem middle classes. Honest but mediocre 


85. Fost Trabulei, Lieutenant-Colonel—A Maronite of Dairel-Kamar; 
torn 1901. Lebanese gendarmerie officer until 1989, when, baving quarrelled 
with bis French chief, he left the service. Re-instated on the 10th November, 
1943, as Inspector-General of Lebanese gendarmerie and police. Later became 
Officer Commanding Public Secarity Forces of the Letanese Repubilic. Honest 
and loyal, buf tactless, excitable and of mediocre intelligence 


86, Habib Trad.—A Greek Orthodox banker and landowner of Beirut, born 
1886, Has held no office but is a prominent social figure who wields some influence 
in political and commercial circles. Not over-intelligent. 


87.__Me. Piarre (Petro) Trad —A Greek Orthodox 
1873. "Was for many years Speaker of the Lebanon C! “Appointed 
provisional Head of State in July 1943. . Vain and of limited intelligence, but 
prides himself on keeping on good terms with all parties and communities and has 
the repatation of being skilful in settling disputes 


88 Gibran Tuéni—A Greek Orthodex journalist of Beirut, bora 1891 
Owns An-Nakar, the leading Arabic daily, and is the best Lebanese journalist 
‘Once a Minister. Formerly belonged to the Constitutional Party but now 

ependent: An intelligent and outspoken critic with strong Nationalist ideas 


8, Me Adel Dueyron—A Shia Moslem proprietor and lawyer of Sidon, 
barn 1908. "One of the two strongest personalities of South Lebanon. Has 
relations with the Constitutional Party but does not belong to it Elected a 
Deputy it Seplember 14S, and was appointed Minister of Supply, Commerce 
fand Tndnatry, tnt wad etiminated from the Ministry in Joly 1044, and has since 
toot vory critical of Riad ef Solh, A strong Nationalist and very anti-French, 
but at prewent woll-dixposed to the British, with whom he co-operated well when 
in offied. A blunt and uncompromising lawyer who revels in political argument 


00, Me. Abdullah Yaf.—A. Suoni Moslem lawyer of Belrut, toru 1809. 
tor in 1956, re-elected aL ember 1943, Formerly 
Prominent Moslem follower of Emile Eddé, but has broken with him 
the present Government, A somewhat colourless, though well 
intentianed pers 


91, Yusuf e2-Zain.—A Shia Moslem from Nabatiyeh, born about 1873. Ex- 
Depuitys haw some following in South Lebanon. Shifty and venal 


Index of Religious Personalities in the Lebanon. 


Maronite Greek Catholic 
Migr. Antoine Abed. 12 Mgr. 
Mgr. Boulos Ak. 13. Mgr 
His Beatitude Antoine Pierre 14. Mgr. 

Arid. 15, Mgr A 

Mar. Bowlos Awad, 16. Mgr. Maximos Sayegh. 
Mar. Francis Ayo Mgr. Aftimus Youakim. 
Me bones Feral Greek Orthodos. 
Mar. Abdallah Khoury. Mar, Elia Karam, 
Boulos Meoushi Mgr. Theodosius Abu-Rj 
Mgr. Tonace Moubarak. Mgr. Niphoo Saba, 
Mgr. Elias Risha, |. Mgr. Elie Salaby. 


FSeenere xen 





Syrian Catholic. Protestant 

Mgr, Ephrem Hikary Mufid Abdul Karim. 

Mgr. Ignatios Nouri 

Cardinal Ignace Gabriel Ist Rikind 
Tappouni Shabelai Bhabut, 


Posi, Moslems-Sunai 
Bacay reese Sheikh Mubamsned Taufiq Khalid 
25. Mgr. Ohanes Kandour Foes ietnenea Uti eat 
Shia 
Seyyid. Abdul Husain Shara: 
feddin, 
Drruzes. 
Armenian Catholic ‘Sheikh Husain: Hamadi. 
27. Grégoire Pierre XV Aghajanian. ikh Milhim Hamdap, 
25, Louis Hatanian, ‘Sheikh Husain Talih. 


Armenian Orthodar. 
26, Mgr. Arzawat Surmeyan, 


Religious Personalities 
Maronites 

1, Mgr. Antoine Abed—Maronite Archbishop of ‘Tripoli, including the 
Lattakia district. Born 1901. Became archbishop in 1931. Moderately cultured 
interested with his brothers in commercial enterprises, very pro-French, 

2 Mgr. Boulos Akl-—Maronite Archbishop of Laodicee (Lattakia)—at one 

second viear to the Patriarch, born 1884; resides at Shamat in the Jebeil 

Quarrelled with the Patriarch in 1936, Intelligent, low mentality and 
rarely tells the truth; an intriguer with a reputation for dishonesty 

3. His Beatitude Antoine Pierre Avida—Maronite Patriarch: born, 1803 
from Becharré (North Lebanon), the largest landowner in the Lebanon; a f 
Deputy and supporter of Béchara el Khoury; sly and crafty, sole interest 
‘own personal gain, 

4. Mor. Boulos Avead.—Maronite Archbishop, at ove time Archbishop of 
Cyprus, but at present holding’ no title Born in 1800 from Hasrun, residen at 
Kornet-Shahwan, near Bikfaya, In his younger days had a bad moral reputation. 

5. Mgr. Francis Ayoub—Maronite Archbishop of Cyprus, residing at 

Shaan, near Bikfaya, Born about 1304, well educated and wealthy 


sys been a close 
sion unfriendly feelings towards the Br 
nite Archbishop covering no special diocese. 
well of bat venal. Pro-Prench tendancies 
‘ot intelligent. 

8, Mgr. Abdallah Khoury.—Maronite Archbishop. First vicar to Patriard 
residing at Bkerke. Born about 1872, from Haifa. Is an uncle of Presides 
Béhara-cl-Khoury. Very intelligent and highly educated, an opportunist 
aclever diplomat. Is the only prelate who has some influence on the Patriarch 
and is considered to be a likely successor. 

9, Boulos Meovshi—Maronite Archbishop of Haifa residing at Tyre. Born 
1802, from Jezzin, has been in the United States and speaks English; sensibl 
devout and respected;; takes no part in politics 

10, Mgr. Ignace Moubarak—Maronite Archbishop of Beirut. Born 1876, 
from Rackmaya (Mount Lebanon). Studied in Rome; appointed to bis preset 
Sco in 1919. Impulsive, courageous and somewhat quarrelsome when thwarted 
critical of his Patriarch, with whom he is on indifferent terms, and has. not 

tated on occasions publicly to attack the French. authorities, nswally for not 

ccepting his suggestions in political matters. While determined to further his 
community's interests, is more practical and realist than most local prelates in 
his political outlook. “Has made approaches to the British, but will support any 
anthorities who will favour his community. 

11, Mgr. Elias Risha—Maronite Archbishop of. Baalbeck but. resides in 
Bkorki. Born 1874. Uneducated, wealthy, venal and stupid. 
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Greek Catholic: 
12, Mgr. Youssuf Kallos-—Gresk Catholic Archbishop of North Lebanon 
residing in Tripoli.. Born about 1878: well educated—bas « reputation for 
honesty, with no particular political leanings. 
Yousse/ Molaii/—Greek Catholic Archbishop of Baalbeck and 
Was appointed by Rome. Intelligent and ambitious 
‘sims at becoming the noxt Greek Catholic Patriarch 
14, Mgr. Nicolaos Nabha.—Greek Catholic Archbishop of Saida and Deir- 
cl-Kaniar. “Born 1892, Hypocritical and venal. On good terms with French 
authorities, Publicly supporied the French during the crisis of November 1943, 
‘and is now trying to rebabilitate himself 


15. Mgr. Aghabius Naowm,—Greck Catholic Archbishop of Sour. Bors 
1882, No particular tendencies. 

16, Mgr, Mazimor Sayegh—Gteek Catholic Archbishop of Beirut, Born 
1878, from Aleppo. Was appointed Archhishop of Tyre in 1919 and of Beirut 
in 1983. Well liked by his cominunity, to whom be devotes himself. Has a 
tendency to mix in politics in which he bas oot always shown sound judgment. 
On the whole pro-French, but advocates an Anglo-French-American guarantee 
of an independent Lebanon. 

17. Mgr. Aftimux Youakim=—Greck Catholic Archbishop of the Bekka, 
residing at Zablé. Born about 1884, well educated, on good terms with the French 


Grech Orthodon. 

18. Mgr. Blia Karam—Greok Orthodox Archbishop of Mount Lebanos, 
residing at Hadad, near Beirut. Born in 189% from Hhamdun, Speake no foreign 
Innguage other than Russian, intelligent but.yenal and hypocritical. Is maid to 
have bribed: his colleagues to elect hitm.aa archbishop, Studied in Russia before 
1914-18 war. On good terms with all foreign authorities 

19, Mgr, Theodorius Abw-Rjaili—Greek Orthodox Aretbiahop of South 
Lebanion, roading at JdaiditMarjeyun. Born about 1887 from Marjeyun, well 
‘educated and intelligent bat a bit of a twister: if anything, ix pro British 

20. Mgr. Niphon Sabs —Greek Orthodox Archbishop of the Deka, residing 
at Zablé. Horn about 1854 from Hasbaya, cultivated, hax nationalist seatimonts, 
but on the whole at opportunist. 

21. Mgr. Blie Salaby—Greck Orthodox Arehbishop of Beirut. Borw 1876 
from Soukel:Gharh, Appointed archbishop in 1033 on the death of his 
predecesor to whotn the had been assistant. Opportuniat and ix considered 
ishouest in his handling of the birge Wak of bis community, by a large section 
of which be is distrusted and criticised. Professes statinch friendship for Gi 
Britain, 


Syrian Catholic, 
28. Myr. Ephram Hikary—Syrian Catholic Archbishop “attached te 
Cardinal Tapouni, Born about 1854 in Mosul. Repated venal. 
2%, Mgr-Iynatios Nowri—Syrian Catholic Archbishop of Bagdad, attached 
to Cardinal Tapouni. - Born in 


Syrian Carhotie 

24. Cardinal Ignace Gabriel Ist Tappowni,—Syrian Catholic Cardinal and 
Patriarch, Born 1879; from Mosul. Appointed Bishop of Srouj and Patri- 
azchal Vicar General at Mardine in 1013; Archbishop of Aleppo in 1021; elected 
Patriarch in 1929, Made Cardinal in 1083 at the instance of the French Hi 
Commissioner, who desired a counterpoise to the dictatorial pretensions of the 
Maronite Patriarch. Very pro-French and devoted to the Jesuits; detested by 
all Moslems, especially those of Syria, for his protection of the Christians in the 
Jeriveh. Considered fanatical and venal. 


Syrian Orthodos. 
25, Mgr. Okanes Kanidour—Syrian Orthodox Archbishop of Beirut and 
the Lebanon. . Born about 1884 from Marilin, No political tendencies 





7 
Armenian Orthodor. 

26. Mgr. Arzawat Surmeyan—Armenian Orthodox Archbishop of Lebanon 
and Syria residing in Beirat. “Born 1889; good education, intelligent; friend of 
Cardinal Tapouni; pro-French 
Armenian Catholic. 

Grégoire Pierre XV. Aghajanian—Armenian Catholic Patriarch of 

and acknowledged as Patriarch by Armenian Catholics throughout the 

World. Originally from Tifis, but now resident in Beirut. Born 1805. Becaie 

4 priest in 1917, bishop in 1935 and patriarch in 1937. Studied and taught at 

Rome. Highly cultivated, speaks several Janguages; a clever diplomat and very 
pro-French. Elevated to rank of Cardinal December 1045, 

28, Louis Bataniay—Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Vicar-General of 
Beirut. Born 1809. Became a priest in 1921 and bishop in 1933. _ Warked 
successively in Egypt, Iraq and the Lebanon. Highly cultivated, speaks several 
Tanguages, pro-French 
Protestant. 

29. Mufid Abdul Karim —Calls himself Chief of Superior Council o 
Protestant Community in Syria and the Lebanon. Born 1877 in Beirat and was 
for several years @ teacher in American schools: has been a Protestant pastor for 
the past twenty-five years, Not very well edacated (Anglo-Saxon education), 
Tespocted by his community and does not mix in politics 
Jew. 

30. Si rand Rabbi of Lebanese Republic. Born in Meirut 
4570. and possemses little prestige and infuonce 
amonget 
Sunni 

31. Sheikh Muhammed Taufg Khatid—Sunni Mufti of the Labanew 
Republio, Born about 1878; from Beirut. Became anti-British over uh 
question in Palontine and earlier in the war was strangly pro-Axis; had 
coniacts with the, German and Italian Armistice Commissions. Nowadays, like 

any Mowlems, has such modified his views with an Allied victory in night 
Formerly considered not sufficiently energetic in defence of Moslem interests anil 
Somsequenily not highly thooght of by his community, but enbanced his prestige 
in the summer of 1943 by his advocacy of the Moslesn case on an electoral i 


Seyyiil Abdul Hussin Sharafeddin—Chief of the Shin Ulema (Mu 
Liddin), Born about. 1867; resides near Tyre, of which his son is Mngt. Was 
student at Najaf. Strongly anti-Christian and Xenophobe: during tho 1986-38 
Palestine tronbles preached the Jihad against the British, but likewise refused 
to mapport the Vichy authorities agninst the British in 1941 because no Mowlem 
interest was iovolved. Tried t play off the British authorities against tho 
French after the Allied occupation. Enjoys considerable prestige in Moslom 
Teligious circles 
Druzee. 

88. Sheikh Husain Hamadi—Grand Druze Sheikb-u-Akl. Bora about 
1863; from Baakline (Mount Lebanon). Was given this title after the first World 
War by the French authorities, who tsed him to demonstrate Druze attachment 
to France. Very venal and not respected by his community, His two sans were 
Sox amined From judicial pnt for acting bribe: the eer then wen to 
Tealy and was for some time empioved by the Bari Broadcasting Station, The 
father was in close touch with the Italian Armistice Commission, but nowadays 
Drofesses pro-Allied sentiments. 

3. Sheikh Milhim Hamdon—Qadi of the Mazhab for the Lebanese 
Republic. Born about 1867 from Batar. Inspector of Justice in the Lebanese 
Government from 1029 to 1992 when he was made Druze Qadi. Has little educa- 
tion ; an opportunist who professes pro-British sympathies 

35, Sheikh Husain Talih—Druze Sheikh-ul-Akl, Born 1855; from Jdeideh- 
eeh-Chouf (Mount Lebanon). Intelligent, honest, and has pro-British tendenci 
Takes no part in politics. 
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Mr. Shona to Mr: Bden~(Received Mth April) 
(No. 51.) 
Sir, Beirut, 26th March, W945, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 87 of the 6th March, 1945, 1 have ho 
honour to report that the Central Committees of the Syrian and Lebanese 
Communist parties held a meeting at Beirut ou the Sth March “ to dieeace 
political matters interesting both countries and to adopt towards theut a uniform 
line of conduct." After the mevting the two parties issied a long statement 
Which is not of Suficient interest to reproduce In fall, but of which the following 
are the salient points: 

2. After paying tribute to the efforts of thie Red Army, the statement deals 
first with Arab affairs. ‘The Arab question, it states, is primatily ong of 
“collaboration among all Arab States in their fight against fascism and’ the 
principles of despotic colonisation.” It goes om to condemn in the strongest 
torms the Greater Syria projeot, the collapse of whieh it welcomes. 

‘Turning to the subject of relations between the Levant. States and the 
ronch, the ata dloolures. that the Syrian and Lebanese desire that their 
Fight to national suscrcignty.and freedom sball be respected, "that they: will 
over yield that right to rye the aims of coloniners 
Whatever they are, and the elves frotu.a certain foreign 
order to nder another forvign influence,” ‘The statement 
faction at the progress of relations between the Levant States 
h, and hops that tha discussions now proceeding will lead to the 
of nil ontatanding-alfaine and to-the establishinont of 
‘tho Levant States and the French on solid basis. It-warne 
“all irroxponsible elements, and against all introduced elements, interes] and 
exterual, which. try to disrupt the negotiations because they would Tike to 
Ppieserve an atmoaphere of taalon 
foreign to the national interest.” ‘The two partic 
alliance and a state of friendship between the Levant. Bt the French 
‘would be in the interest of both partion —" provided witch f ip be true, and 
ne concluded between two independent widen enjoying equal rights, and pots 
veil for I exploitation.” All Fascist and colonial-minded 
F it of the States to dependence, who try 
alitiow, and engender feolings of haired 
the reputation of France, ahould be removed. 
ott thon deals with relations with Russia, 
WY Virtuo of thoir princi own security are ti 
Hatural friends of all pall nations. Lebanon and Syrian national faterens 
iliotate that the Staton should do all they can to establish a firm fricudehip wath 
the reat 0.8, 

5. As rogards internal alfuira tho wtatomout attacks the “ shameful poligy 
of Ionienicy adopted towards those th are trying to unite 
uundor new tates in the Lebanon.” aacint mentality, it continues, 
should be swept avny from power aud the constitutional rights of sltinue 
should bo respected. 

Frit Noteworthy that this statement is given coosiderable publicity in 
the ‘Froneh-controtled LQrient, whieh aflirms that the soutimente expressed 
{ts the smanifost roproent tho wishes, bot only of the local Communists! bat of 
every good Lobanov, 

7. 1 nm-sending copies of this despatch to. His Majesty's Ambassadors at 


T have, do 
TERENCE SHONE. 


Moscow and Pais, 





(B 2337/8/89) No. 15. 


Hecord of Conversation between His Majesty's Minister at Beirut and 
me Sarion Presiden.” Communicated tn Beirut Despatch No. 03 of 
2H March, V946.—(Received 11th Apri 


1 TAD au hour's conversation with the Syrian President this moraing. He 
{old me that Count Ostrorog had been to see him recently and from a alien 
conversation about Frunco-Syrian relations, he had bind the irmprussion ‘that 
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Count: Ostroroy’s attitude was reasonable. I raéntioned Monsieur Bidnult's 
tnd Monsieur Gorso's recent statements in the French Consultative Assembly 
fd also France's attitude as regards the invitation of the Lovunt States to Sua 
Francisco; the President agreed that these were hopefal signs. But all would 
‘of course’ depend oa what General Beynet brought: back from Paris. The 
President had gathered froo a talk be bud just bad with Ganorat H 
(who had come to ace him for the firt tinue in-18 wonthy or more) that Generel 
Beynet would not be back until the second week in April 
MTaaid the new draft University Convention war very different docu 
‘The President ayreod and maid thar ho bad not 
re s0 ns tho Prime: Minister and Minister for 
yy i Oniro); there were certain things in it which the Syrians 
could wot accept, amotiget which was article 1; but fe ought Yo. provide ® basis 
for negotiation. 
tuation, the Prosident said he had told C 
gh if the Prenol troope nnd tha 
Colonel Bonnot and the other Fronah authoritie. Oui to 
take it clear to their Alsouite adherents that if they had ouuso for complain, 
it was to the Syrian authorities that they should have recourse. ‘The President 
Said Count Ostrorog had promined to give instructions accordingly; but would 
bho do 56, and if he did, would the instructions be obeyed 
T suid it was at any rate all to the good that tho French authorities hore 
were now in personal contact again’ with the Prosident. and. the SyFi 
Government; it gave opportuniticn for discussing tatters nt ise 
surly a better spirit than had existed lately. “Che President 
Sent ont couple tal of he itgn of Hrench cial od tes 
in sarious parts of the country, wha tried to make the. poople believe that the 
French swore “Coming, back” wud dispamed the ‘Seren Geversment: nel 
authorities. He boped this was ot part of french policy but rathor the work 
Of irresponsible elements, not under the proper control of. the. Dalit 
Générale. "He romrked that the Syrians, too, had their responsible ologedte, 


forward the argument 
ritiah should step into 


est, about giving some 
abuntion ete in: rocway 
whinery. T urged him again to seek sone 
Murshid’s case. T said it was no part of my business 
nterual affairs, but I believed I could speak to him ae a 
friend about the feeling which I had sensed, especially during ty recent tour of 
rt of Syria, that the Government was too much in the hands of Damascones. 

1¢ French clearly felt that they still had some obligation to the Aluonites i 
view of their promises of * " in the pat. Might it not be wise if the 
Syrians could inake some gesture to the Aluouites. eg, by choosing an Alnouite 
‘88 Mouhafer somewhere, if not as Cabinet Minister? I asked, too, whether 
it was true that Dr. Khayali, the only member of the present Cabinet whoswas 
not a Damascene and the only representative of Aleppo in the Cabinet, had 
Fesigued? And I said 1 had also heard recently that the Druses fell they were 
being left out in the cold. (This was based on information given to me last 
Week by the Political Officer at Soueida, to the effect that the Druse leaders 
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were disgruntled with the Government and that monarchist feeling was’ strong 
amongst the 
ent, whio took all my remarks in good part, seemed disposed to 
the Alaouites, though not until some satisfactory arrangen 
ds the withdrawal of the Frenel troops... With 
4 not actually resigned, though he was not 
ding the o Druses, the’ President maintained stontly 
they were not disgruntled; only a day. ago he had had a mesaage 
from Sultan Atrash that. they. wore. satiehed. and scking bim ioe §O:psy any. 
way, the President 
limited and the best 
it be chosen wherevor they could be found. . [fan Alsouite or a Druse 
wore chosen (and tly seemed donbifui as to their capabilities for 
Cabinet rank) there woald inevitably bo hard fooling amongst other Alaguites 
aud Dru 
tho President nor bix Chef du h perturbed by 
critical attitude to the Govern -¥ ascribed mostly 
(Nor, indeed, were the Prime Minister and Minister for Foroigh 
hot 1 maw yosterdiay). 
Novertholons, the feel 
will resign before Longe 
Chnmaber on th 


n iderably weakened 
of Inte—partly because of ix recent spec thataber (my dexpateh 
No, 8) and Jangoly beonuse of the feeling that he and the Government may 
ipt too forthcoming w line with the Fre 
TERENCE SHONE. 





No. 16. 


Mr. Shone to Mr. Bilen—(Reesiced WWth Aprit) 
(Na. 230) 
(Telggraphion Beirat, W4th Aprit, 1945, 
WEN to Damanius yesterday to se0 Syrian Prime Minister before hi 
for San Francisco and to introduce Sir A. Overton to nome of Sy 
Lapoke to Prime Minister on the lines of your circular telegram No, 9 
ime Minister said he was greatly looking forward to meeting you 
Ban Eraneisco and he hoped I would recommend him favourably to you.” I said 
T would, Ho ix well disposed to us and if obstinate and legalistic has, T think. 
son souve andi, belive, receptive to our adver. ‘He is a good parliamentarian 
and although « Christian was, L understand, generally regarded a8 the best Wat 
to carry on Goverment. “He paid a special trbute to Your support of Arab unity 
at His Majesty's Embassy in Cairo after the recent Cairo Conference. Being 
well over (aroup undecypherabie) his enterprise in going to San Francisco is 
widely commended. 

4, Tiasked the Prime Minister how things were going with the Freucb. 
Ho referred to what. Count Ostrorog: had told me yesterday, that the Syrians and 
Fronch have agreed to set up a joint committee to examine the new draft con 
vention. He said that there were several points which Syrian Goverament could 
not. aewept as they stood but if they could ageoe with the French of a text, it 
‘would be initialled and pnt aside to form part of general settlement of all out 
standing matters. The Prime Minister clearly appreciated. the importance of 
such a convention from the French point of view and said it would also have 
advantages for Syria, 

4. Prime Minister appeared to think that French were now. generally 
{nelined to be more reasonable. 1 reminded him of the efforts we have been maki 
in Paris tothiseti He gad that these were greatly appreciated,” Tle emphasie 
the importance. which Syrian Government attached to the handing over of 
"Troupes Spéciales "and he believed the French might agree to this if they 
could secure a French military mission. 1 said that this did not seem unreason- 


able, povided. aba. Franc lars aft igh type made arailabl; Syrians 
woul 


surely want assistance in training their armed forces, if they really had 
peed of mors than gendarmeries and ‘* gardes mobiles.”* (group undecypherable ! 
Prime Minister) said that Syrian Government might prefer British or American 


bfficers but he added that provided French proposals and attitude in general wore 


on 


Teasonable and the Syrinns could be sure that their independence 
Feality and that there would be no continued interference in their affai 

tilitary mission might be a small. price to pay for the handing over of the 
*<Troupes Spéciales.”* 

5. Prime Minister repeated that Syria could not conclude a treaty giving 
France a privileged position. Hi fidence that he would like to conclude 
‘With Great Britain and also with United States agreements similar to those con: 
eluded with France. They need not be identical: the three conntries had 
Giflerent interests here; bat be hoped it would he possible for Syria to stabilise 
her relations with all tree on a similar basis. I replied that I could not answer 
hhim on this point now, but I would report his remarks to you. He «aid he hoped 
to speak to you and aleo to the United States Secretary of State on these lines at 
San Francisco. Tasked the Prime Minister whether he also envisaged agreetents 
with Soviet Union, He replied not at present; Syria was too uncertain as regards 
Russian policy 

8. Tsuggested that it would also be very nseful to have the opportunity of 
lalking to the French Foreign Minister. T presumed the Prime Minister would 
be in touch with his Government while negotiations with the French authorities 

ro were in progress; he and M. Bidault might be able to find ways and moane 
of salving any difficulties that might arise. The Prime Minister agreed. 

7. Finally the Prime Minister mentioned’ report (see. my" immediately 
following telegram) that the French Ambassador in London had approached His 
Majesty's Government with the suggestion that Freich troops in the Levant 
States should be removed from the British command and that British troops 
should be withdrawn. This, be said, might be good or bad; but he feels th 
‘could only be good if Syria secured the Troupes Spéciales" and if Frank 
Syrian relations were established on a basis of real confidence and of full recog. 
nition of Syrian independence and sovereignty. I would know, ho a 
my experience here. how antagonistic the Syrian people were towards the French 
and how difficult it would be to convinico them that they could triist the French, 
"The proposals which General Beynet would make on his return should provide 
A test of Preach intentions. Any agreements with France would natarally have 
to he approved by the Syrian Chamber of Deputies 





(B 2426/8 /80) No. 17, 
Mr, Shone to Mr. Biden. —(Keeeiead With April) 


Beirut, 22nd March, 1046, 

WITH roferonce to my despatch No, 38 of the 8th Marob, 1 have the 
honour to report that Sabri ol Assali, the new Syrian Minister of the Interior, 
haw since his appointment becn taking a strong line with the crition of the 
Government aod tie President, 

2 His first notable action was to arrest 4 certain Salah eddin Bittar, the 
author of one of the pamphlets referred to in my despatch under reference, and 
to send him to a distant village for detention. The pamphlets in question had 
‘tooused what is described as the “ Government clique” of having an isolationist 
Policy which was. plac ng obstacles in the way of union between Greater Syria 
Ad Iraq; Arab collaboration was no substitute for Arab unitys ‘Tho pamphlet 
also accused the President of pursuing a pro-Brench policy and warned the 
hation thats treaty’ with Francs would inevitably mean n preeminent. ponition 
for her, whereas Syria was determined to ‘bo rid of any foreign influesee and 
‘would not be swayed from this course by British interference. The Prosidont 
Was also accused of attempting to set himself up as a“ leader,” in contravention 
‘of the rights of the Chamber. 

3. ‘the Minister of the Interior then issued » communiqué, a French 
Yersion of which is attacbed('); this bas been checked with the original At 
It will be observed that this communiqué refers to the“ President Zain"; the 
‘word “Zain” (“leader”) is the same a that to which Bittar's pamphlet 
‘objected. ‘The communiqué, coming as it does from n Cabinet Minister ina 
democratic State, is remarkable in tone, and sniacks more of the prononoomant 
of « Head of State—and a totalitarian at that. ‘The reference to the tribes as 
the corner-stone of Syrian independance seoms also ill-advised, aw it is likely to 
encourage these turbulent clements to caaggerste their own iuiportance. 


(1) Not printed. 





































































































o 


or the publication of this communiqué a deputation of university 
stiidénts called on Sabri ol Assali to protest agninst its tone and against the 
arrest of Bittar. ‘They reminded the Minister that he held his present position 
under a democratic régime which cntailed freedom of speech and sugested 
that, as & young man, he #hoald appreciate their point of view. ‘The Minister 
roplied that Bittar's-impertinonce™” bad rendered necessary the action against 
him. ‘One of the students, Jainal Atassi, objected to the word “ impertinence” 
‘and asked for its withdrawal. ‘The Minister thereupon called upon the police 
to eject the deputation from hix office. Jamal Atassi then cinulated a 
pamphlet giving his version of the interview. | He was promptly arrested 
pauphlet, this time by the League of National Action, bas 
hed. It follows much the same lines as previous pamphlets, 
but stresses the interdependonce of Syria and the Lebanon, Tes author, 
Mahayri, Seorotary-Goneral of the League, has also been arrested. 
8. Babri ol Assali's appointment hax also caused trouble in tl 
scourity servicer, ‘The Direotor-Genoval of Security, Akined Buy Labhan, and 
tho Dirvotor of the Damnscus Police, have both tondered thelr resignations On 
tho grounds that political appointinents in thelr sorvioes Wave already started 
and will undoubtedly take plaoo on. wider seale with Sabri ol Assali 
‘They have been persuaded to continue in affo for the titoe being, bul wot 
finitely, ‘The Wiss of Abuied Lahhar will be felt by the British sili 
wth with whou he outstandingly co-operative atid wh 


jidar that ho has done his best to ensure efliciency in Uhe forves under bin 


ro, fe, 
‘TERENCE SHONE, 





len-—(Receiond 26th April) 


Damascus, 95th A prit, 1945. 

) rave yesterday’ fOr me wd the entire 
staf! of His Majesty's Legation, he and the Acting Syrian Prime Minister spoke 
ome very earnestly about the relations with Franco. 1 Tay ail 1 would remember 
‘woll how bad the situation had been early in the year and how it had been to easy 
matter to calm down public opinion and bring’ about the present rumours of & 
détente, Tt was essential to make use af this opportunity to settle things with the 
Fronch but General Beynet had not yet retarned with the French proposals 
although he had sow been absent since the 9th March. Jasnil Maram Toy eaid 
ho intended to speak frankly to Count Ontrorog this morning and it was agreed 
that 1 should call on him afterwards to receive his account of the conversation 

2. Wheo I did xo Jamil Mardam Dey began by reading me x translation of 
4 letter dated the 17th April which be had to-day received from the Syrian 
Minister in Paris, Atassi, This letter described a dinner given by M. Bidault 
fon the 12th April, for the Syrian and. Lebanese Minister in’ Paris at which 
Gonoral -Boynet and other Erench officials had been present. After the dinner 
M. Bidault had opened up by saying that he was looking forward to meeti 
the Syrian delegation in San Francisco and discussing current problems. will 
them, He remarked chat Syria was now for the first time entering into the inter- 
tational life which prenented grave problems. “Atass ai eid that local problems 

just as much trouble and that the local problem which was 
Government above all else was that of the army, 
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Suggestion, which had already’ been denied, that there, was a scar 
between Mardam himself and the British. He could only repeat his di 

Mont formal terms and request Count Osirorog to telegraph it to. Paris 
ferarked that since the Syrians had certainly ot made up this story either the 
French or the British must have done so: and be cold ace no reuson why tho 
British should have spread so manifesta. falschood, Count Ostrorog lind, 
Promiesd to telegraph to Paris in the sense desired. 

4 Jamil: Mardaun bal gone mt. disonaneanco-Syrian rele Gone. wih 
Count Osirorog.. He had first rained the question of the presence of French 
troops inthe Afaoultes which had stil not begn withdrawn. (Geo my immediatly 
following telegram.) He had made it clear to Ostrorog that. whilst there wns 00 
Ijection. to ten Syrian. delegation to. San, rane escaping, sho maanter.w Vb 
M1 Sidnale, Uney oro.not aad wool not be emporwored 10 cond, begouitions 
Thich mast be done iar an arranged. “Ho had feo. tll Oatfureg thal he 
tad just received the Chinese Minister in Iraq who had come to tell hitn that the 
Chinese Government not oaly. did: not. recognise, pre-cmineat position 
uo in, Syria bat Tully supported the Syrian claime for completo sndepende 
How then, he asked, could the French expect the Syrians to concede to then 
Privileged. position when no other State (except Great. Britain) recognised their 
Fight to aay nach poston ‘The Syrians ware perfocy ready to lacus ou 
Mapsing quetions n'a restcoablodpuepprovided that it wes clearly indore 

they were free to accord to, any other Pawor any privileges they might 
five tothe French If the French were to cal in de British to mip. thet 
Dini. of vsew, the Syrians would call in, the Atberieans oF some olbor Power to 
Aupport, theirs. . Things could acy drag on indefinitely; Beynet had now boon 

tt svral woke hee wast te of hi eu Th Covert 
Toeot wore boing prewerby tbeie Cha the propia te o 
Portcalesiy, ak serena Ube,“ Troupse Spbalaiee’ and the tes 
Ttitly awaiting General Reyne’ return, 


‘Sccupation in C 
yelan point of view and asking ¥ 

bo expected ~ 

3° Jamil Maram had tantly denied Ce * Troupe Si question 
in renter detail. Mle said that the French had argued that the Syrians did not 
require all these troops: this might be oo, but it was for the Syrions ta decide 
bow many they wanted of thote they had traneforred, aud to disband the rst 
Tho French had also suggested that they conld not trankfer these troops. while 
the British occupied the country. Jamil Mardam tied pointed out that it 
‘ot the Syriana who were maintaining British troope in Syria: in due course they 
would expect both them and the French tronps to quit, If the French hinded 
over the Troupes Spéciales ” and withdrew their own troops, the Syrians would 
ertainly ask the British trodps to leave also, But the French mst understand 
that tho Syrians required to have control of the “Trou The 
French were claiming that they woild uphold the rights of 
San Francisco; they bad better wet the example by giv 
Otherwise the Syrians woald call on the’ America 
would not say the British since he knew the British were “suspect 
6yes) fo support their point of view. 
Mee Sanat Maram sad Dat the 





2106 /8/89) No, 19. 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Eilen—(Receiced 28th April) 
(No. 83). 
(Telegraphic) Damascus, 27th April, 1945, 
LY telegram No. 77. 
On the sssunption chat General Beynet does return with the French pro: 
Posals for general settlement, we are iow approaching the crucial stage in 
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relations between the Levant States anid France, and T'fel that the time has come 
to put the following considerations before you 
2. We must be under no illusion as ta the nature of the present détente. If 
a good deal has been achieved in the way of promoting a better atmosphere for 
diseassions Vetweet the two partie. their fundamental positions have’ not bees 
ally changed, ‘The French desiderota, in so far as they have been divulged, 
and Fromch sctivities here, go to show that they are determined to: preserve af 
‘much of their preseat position as they ean. Both States Governments are, if any 
Ching, more deterasined than ever’ to concede no. prefereace oF. privilege ¥ 
IE the Syrians are taking the lead in thie respect, the shane are 
following suit, and the hardening of the attitude of the Lebanese Government i, 
if anything, more marked because they are weaker auld more sueceptible to attack 
by Nationalist elements which will make capital out of anything. which can be 
repressited ax a surrender of independence and sovereignty. 
In Syria, where the potential troubles are greater and where dete 
on to got rid of any form of French control is more wholebearted than. if 
n, the Government have only been able to keep the Chamber at bay by 
reilerating the conviction that the fortheoaing negotiations with the French will 
result in eatisfaction for the Syrinus over the’ Troupes Spéciales " without the 
furronder of any of the attribates of sovereignty. "(Hy this they mean that they 
wil ot sve France more han they woald give che oer Great Powers as they 
inistrust Feance too deeply ta give her evet such privileges us we possess in Tra 
ven #9, the President's and Govertment’s position has been weakened by: the 
‘Announcement of theit readiness to negotiate at all. If the negotiations resalt in 
disappointment of Syrian hopes, itis only to be expected that the more extreme 
elements will come into power and that the President will be forced to conform to 
them. Ta the Labanon tatters are not so far hdvaneed, since the French have not 
jot maide nny proponnle, but in the prosoat state of feclings evente there would be 
finely 6 tolloy cuties aren 
4" At present there Ia confide 


mld bea severe that itm 
ounttien to ole, 
While we ire still looked upon as the most important factor in the 
Inrgely because of the continued presence here of the Oth Army, the 
formation’ ot Boe Are Leagan the vuceetve resageltions ofthe Blane’ Tekkeer 
dence by the other Powers and thoir eurofmont in the United Nations and acce 
ance at Sant Francisco are inevitably lending the Goverment and the population 
to feel that we are not thett oaly friends aud supporters and that int any clash 
With the Freuch they can find powerful allies elsethere 
6, {group undeiypheraXle} opinion hore fe alive to the fact that sof 
‘ve the oitly Power to have admitted and even advocated a pre-eminetit position 
for Franco; that we have played the lending re in bringing Syria to the point 
of roaming negotiations with France: that we have been unable to,moxe the 
French ta, give satisfaction to the States over the teansfer of the “Trouper 
Spéciales “or the rearmamont of the gendarmerie, and that we are not it 
ion tu, preven aces by tha, Pench dete gait the State 
Rovernmients such as thous in Aliadites. "On the other hand, there is a general 
boliof—and that tot without reaso—that the States Governments can count of 
Arab andl United States representatives here and possibly also the Soviet repre- 
sentative to advocate the support of their Governments against French claim for 
preumineace.. While the two Governments still have confidence in us ad the 
Populations still consider us as eympathetic to their cause and powerfal enough 
{o aid them, the sands are running out, They have looked to us tore than anyone 
lao to induce the French to be reasonable; and if they are now confronted with 
demands which they have told us #0 often that they will never willingly accept, 
sefe itary base fr the Freche they are kelp to fal hat we hae 
fed them up the garden path, If th attitude of the other Powers in regard to a 


rivileged position for France is, in fuct, what it appears to be we may soon got 
perilously hear to the position which your general Unstroctions to me‘xiate Cat 
‘we must avoid, viz. being left with the French on one side of the fence, while the 
United States, the U.S.S.R and the other Powers are on the other. 

7. In the light of the above I submit that it now behoves us to consider very 
carefully our attitude towards the sftuntion here, particalarly in relationship € 


the forthcoming ‘negotiations. ‘In these the crux will undoubtedly be military 
questions,” Troupes Spéciales on one side, bases for France on the other. I 
he prevailing state of feelings I do not seo bow the French can hope, except 
by sheer force, to maintain the right to station forces here (unless it in 
imposed on the' States by all the Great Powers ar hy whatever World Security 
Organisation is set up). If the French refuse. to transfer the‘ Troupes 
Spiciales " eacept as the price for bases, the Stites will certainly appeal 
to us and also to all the Powers which have dectined to recognise a pre- 
‘eminent position for France. "They will as certainly be supported in their appeal 
fay least by the Arab States if not also hy the United States and the USSR. 
Agitation much more formidable than that over Wie invitation of the States to 
San Francisco would probably follow. In such circumstances (which on present 
‘idence are too kely tobe dined 9 mere hypotheses) can we aor io pear 
by ourselves, to be backing France in takiaye any other line with the Stites! If 
nol, is it tot desirable that we should warn the French in advance that 
we have ach to. brite Les to discuss matters with them again, 
and that while we will continue to do-all we can to make things as eaxy 
as possible. we oxnsiot alone support therm in demands which are. innocept 
able to the States, and others Ia all this I have in mind. your tale 
gram No,.168.90 His Majesty's Ambanealor'in Bards and wt’ Pritse Minister's 
Words in the House of Commons that too much must not be placed upon the 
shoulders of Great Britain, 
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Mr. Bdew to Mr. Shone (Damascus), 
(No. 37. Soret) 
(Telewraphic.) Forrign Office, 22nd February, 1045, 

Tr would be helpful for us to receive in due course an official despatch 
giving your considered views on the question to what extent we havo. been 
Justified in regarding Syria and the Lebason ns viable States, reasonably mature 
and capable of nuintaining a healthy tational existence of their own, We 
recognise that ability of the Centeal Government in each State to maintain its 
authority will inevitably depend to some extent on the efficiency and equipment 
of the national forces at its disposal for keeping order, collecting taxes, pro 
teoting minorities, and 0 forth, and that thie ix still an uncertain factor, But 
the question has obvious importance ip conexion with the eventoal withdrawal 
of British troops aud the future of Franco-Levant relations, 

Matter ix not orgent, We are telogeaphing ao that you can discuss it with 
Houkey. 


(E 2780/8/80) @ 


Mr, Shone to Mr, Eden.—(Rteceieed 2nd May.) 


63) “Secret.) 
me = > Beirut, 19h Aprit, 1945, 
IN your telegram No, $7 of the 22nd February to Damascus you requested 
me to give in an official despatch my considered views on.“ the question Uo what 
extent we have been justified in regarding Syria and the Lebanon as viable States, 
reasonably matare and capable of maintaining a healiby national existence on 
their Pri Y 
2 | This question is not easy to alawél, for more than ohe reason, Firstly, 
althoagh we and other Powers hinve recoguised the independence of the two 
countries, it is oaly for a bare fifficen months that their Governments have in fact 
been in a position to exercise anything like real control over their affairs, 
‘Secondly, war conditions have given rise to problems here, not least that of 
inflation, which would have taxed the powers even of a highly efficient administra- 
‘While, during the war period, Allied organisations, such as the Middle. 































































































98, 


East Supply Centre aud the Office des Céréales Panifiables, have been of great 
value in meeting a namber of such problems they—not to mention French and 
British military headquarters, with their attendant services—have also limited 
the free exercise of power by the local administrations. Thirdly, 1 fear it is 
undeniable that, since the French authorities, during the first half of 1944, made 
4 real advance towards giving the States self-government by surrendering control 
of the intéréts commune, they have not merely failed to help the Governments 
further on the path to independence, but have sought to maintain in various ways 
What remains of their former position here and even to instil the belief amongst 
the local populations that their position will be strengthened. Indeed, it-may 
‘broadly be said that, while the other Great Powers represented here haye beet 
encouraging the States towards self-government, the French have been directing 
their efforts in a contrary sense.. This, in addition to creating diffcalties for the 
local Governments, has—as more than ove Minister has said to me—served to 
distract their attention from the task of improving internal administration. ‘The 
conditions on which an estimate of the States’ capacity up to now to maintain a 
healthy national existence must be based are therefore far from normal. And 
tho fiture—if we are to look to that, as I think we should—is complicated, by 

‘many imponderables. 
3. to the 
and by 


coupe dla 
ade to me 1 


have 
Sout 
count 


inistrations aro riddled with corruption and nepotisin 

Print whieh we ourselves would regard as intlarae, “It 

in fet, essential to avoid setting the standard of " viability.” too high 

lary all, wot to be influenced unduly by precouceved notions of what on- 
‘tititen good government, 

4 The Inst despatch which my predecesor addressed to you from this 

(No, 198 of the sth December, 104 particulary paragraph 17 19) spataios 

‘ succinct expression of hin views’ on the subject of your enquiry, My own, 

relatively brief experience of these countries and reports from a number of 

experiences olficials which I ealled for 00. receipt of your enquiry (and of which 

T am sending copies under separate cover, as they aro all of interest) tead, in 

general, to ber out Sir I, Spears’s appreciation. I will return to it at the end 

despatch, after attompting to develop the picture in greater. detail, 

with the above considerations in mind, that the Levant States, to be 

considered " viable,” should be able to maintain, over a period of years, at least— 


(a) a sufficient stability of régime to allow the essential fanctions of govern- 
t to be carried on, and. 
tly even balance of payments to prevent insolvency and depre- 
of their currency. 


lepartments during the man« 
ied until the end of the war, 
have recently 
{to train up a civil service, as 
we did in Egypt before that country became independent. While both local 
Governments say they appreciate the need of an efieent civil ervice—a point 1 
often make to them—they are all too prone to appoint officials for political 
expediency or family reasons rather than for administrative cot Tn any 
‘cate, the establishment of a proper civil service will take time, and it is clear that, 
if administration is to be efficent, both Governments will have need of foreign 
‘dvisers and technicians for many years to come. The Goverumente maintain 
that they will not give preference to France in this respect, but must be free to 
‘hess ths bak ek ooo ae on ee 
_, G For the rest, conditions in the two States differ s0 considerably that it 
will be well to consider them separately from the political angle. I will take 


or 


Syria first. Although comparatively homogencous in race, religion and language, 

Syria has still far to go before becoming a nation. “The President rarely leaves 
umascus, the Damascenes form too large a proportion of the Government and 

administration. Except in opposition to the French, there is little community 

of interests between the out-districts and the capital, and the tribal and provincial 

eaders complain of systematic governmental neglect. ‘The French bave success- 

fully played oa this feeling in the nd some French officials are still doing 

‘0. “Unless the President and the 

their present tendene 

share of 


wrkish 
The country lacks competent junior oficial, there is'na tradition of 
Public life amongst her leading families the scions of which, if they work a¢ all 
generally enter one of the liberal professions. But if foreign advisors andl 
technicians are made available and properly used, and a beter sense of public 
duty is developed amongst the younger generation, there is hope 
Persecution of minorities appears improbable, for the Syrians, though 
their religious sheikhs are amongst the most reactionat nd bigoted of Islam, 
are not themselves fanatical, and will have too great a heed of foreign Powers 
to risk thus alienating them. The minorities themselves, however, would have to 
play their part; the French have in the past spoilt them by extending to them a 
gree of protection which amounted to favouritism, thas breeding in therm i 
feeling of ‘superiority’ which often causes them to exaggerate thelr rights or 
grievances Provided that they could divest themselves of hin fein and 
consider themselves first and foremost as Syrinns, they should have little or 
ag Tei de ude studi 

2.” The. palice and. gendarmerie, given adequate equipmeal (including 
mobile striking force) ahould suffice to keep) order amoonext the sedentary. end 
semi-sedentary population in normal circumstances, us the populations, altho 
Uney contain unruly elements in both the turban and rural dintricts, are usually 
amenable to a show of force. ‘They should also he able to enifore the processes 
OF lv, the collection of taxes, &x. Only in a mvero political or eamtonte Crnin, 
stich as might in any country lend to the eeaployment of troops, would. th 
tee a likeliticod of a complete loss of control. Sach occasions would probably. be 
mare. 

10, Democracy in Syria works no better than in other Arab States; 
democracy combined with’ republicanism is still more Unsuited to the fickle, 
self-seeking, hypocritical Syrians. ‘The feudal organisation of the country nid 
the ignorance and illiteracy of the masses are ut present effective bars 0 aly 
real popular representation ; the Chamber of Deputies is ranged according. to 
Personalities, not policies, and the manifest lack of civic spirit amongst even the 
tore enlightened leaders will alwaye form a serious obstacle to the promulgation 
Of legislation calling for sacrifices from the population. A benevolent autocracy 
Would probably. suit the country far better, but in present circumstances the 
establishment of stich w ruler weems remote. If the present régime continued, it 
could probably rub along much as at present in normal times, with Governments 
suceeeding each other at short intervals and the administrative machinery 

‘ing but turning; bat the impact of an economic blizzard or other severe 
‘vai might wel rove too great stra, 

11. In the Lebanon the problem is different, and more complicated. The 
Population structure is split by confessional fissures. Christian Moslem hostility, 
Tesulting partly from history and partly from the clash between their respective 
Occidental and Oriental cultures, is not always ontwardly apparent, but 
‘smoulders beneath the surface and breaks out on occasion. The more enlightened 
Christian families intermarry to some extent; Chrit 18 With Moslems seldom or 
never. The Maronite Patriarch and other Christian prelates jealously guard 
their communities’ real or fancied Interests, and til wield more porwer tha any 
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formidable obstacle to the emergence of a true national consciousness or an 
efficent administration can hardly be imagined. 

12. Republican democracy is even less successful in the Lebanon than in 
Syria: the country is:too smull, the ruling classes too level in calibre and too 
much inter-related. Chamber debates, and polities in general, are squabbles 
between cliques. Centuries of domination or protection, and a common 
comsciousness of minority status, have deprived all but a few Lebanese of any 
civic. spirit of true nationalist. feeling, "The Lebanon, even more than Syria, 
resiuires to be ruled, but it is difficult to conceive what type of ruler could impose 
is authority on these conlicting: elements, 

13. The Lebanese are widely regarded as the most. intelligent of all 
Middle-Eastern peoples, and have some officials and_politicians of a relatively 
high standard. {in general, the competence of the administration is lower than 
in Syria, but it manages to keep going somehow in present conditions. | Serious 
disturbances are rare aod short-lived, and a small display of force quells them: 
thore can hardly be a minority problem in w State where no community has 

and 20 ie security services have sufficed for the normal 
wwernment. But it is even more likely than. in Syria that a serious 
crisis would produce a complete breakdown in an unaided administration 

14, To turn now to the economic and financial aspect. Between 1990 and 
1940 the Levant States, a8 a unit, had an unfavourable balance of trade of some 
£5.323,000,000, Their combined payments were balanced by the following 
main pes of invisble export) French military and civil expenditure, (1) 
remittances from emigrants, (ii) the expenditure of foreign tourists, and (iy) the 
proceeds of hashish grown and smoggled out. Of these (i), like so much else, 
Uepends on future relations between the States and France; (ii) and (iii) apply 
rather to the Lebanon, and (iv) jaan unknown quantity, the continuance or dis 
appearance of which would depend on many extrancous factors 

15, Syria has no major source of wealth, such as the oil of Iraq or the cotton 
of Since the excision of the Hatay, she has no satisfactory. port. 

ly an exportable surplus of ‘cereals and other agricultural 
products, wool, &e., if markets can be found for them in the face of world com- 
petition, and hee textile industry, which has developed under sheltered conditions 
dhring the war yours may aid er towards self sfciency._ The Lebanon bas one 
200d pork, Beirut, and one secondary port, Tripoli; ao major visible export except 
nilk, if i cum. strvive post-war Far-Eastern competition); and the somewhat 


doubtful invisible exports referred to in the preceding paragraph. 

16. Both States built up large badget rescrves during the war; at the end 
Of December 1043 these were: Syria, £3.25,000,000; Lebanon, £5.19,600,000, 
‘The Lebanon, at Teast, is, however, believed to be dissipating her reserves by losses 
am ber supply services and on a five-year plan of development: Since some 70 per 


cont, of the revenue of both States comes from indirect taxation, the end of the 
war and the withdrawal of British troops is likely to cause reventie to. shrink 

rapidly than expenditure; and the process will be accentuated if in addition 
the Troupes Spéciales are transferred to the States and if French military forces 
no longer garrison the States. Budget doficits are therefore to be foreseen after 
the war. 

17. Furthermore, there is little local confidence in the currency, in view of 
the several devolutions it has suffered during the last. tweaty-five years. If the 
French guarantee of it were withdrawn and were not by some other, a 
rush, on foreign currency, with consequent deflation of the countries’ reserves of 
forcign exchange and ultimate depreciation of the currency, would almost 
inevitably result, 

18. "On present showing, there are few signs that the legislatures of either 
State would show the necessary sense of responsibility. to initiate unaided any 
drastic’ measure. which such a situation might call for, or that the ignorant 
‘electorate would support them if they did. 

19. On the other hand, the situation deseribed in paragraph 17 above ix 
unlikely to occur for some time nfter the war, At present the two States together 
have large holdings of foreign exchange (£41,650,000 in francs and sterling on 
the 31st December, 1044). This, plus the procceds of exports. should enable them 
topay their way for a considerable period. Neither State has contracted foreign 
loans;.neither has any internal debt. Much would depend on the manner in 
which the post-war situation, complicated as it would be by internal politics and 
factors arising out of the for liberation from French control, was tackled 
by the Governments. “Much, also, would: depend on imponderables, such as the 
‘world economic situation, the international arrangements made for dealing with 
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it, and the extent to which the two. States could succeed in marketing their 
felatively uninteresting products, During this period, disinterested foreign 
advisers would be of the greatest service. 

20. The observations in paragraph 19-18 atove are, founded on he 
assumption that Syria and the Lebanon will continue to function as a unit for 
‘customs ‘and will be able to maintain harmony ir mntual economic 
relations. ‘This, however, is not necessarily true; there is bitter mutual rivalry 
between Syrian and Lebanese commercial interests, which is at present generally 
being subordinated to the desire of the two Governments to form a common front 
against the French but which in normal times might easily result in. serious 
differences on such issues as tariffs. In 1987 the two States not only failed to 
reach agreement on the division between thein of the intérite communs revennes 


trators (in which I would include efficient civil servants), she ought, 
reasonable lick, to make a good enough showing, in compatisan with other Miu 
Eastern countries, provided she will accept and properly use the foreign advice 
and technical assistance which she will dearly need for some time to come and 
Provided that advice and assistance is given inn traly co-operative spirit and 
without ulterior motives. It is to be Ci onoom that in the difficult. post-war 
period help of this kind will be particularly necessary; and it scems clear, from 
what has heen written above, that either a French or some other guarantee of 
Syrian and Lebanese currency will be essential. Like Sir E. Spears, 1 doubt 
whether the above degree of assistance would suffice in the case of the Lebay 
which is so much less a nation even than Syria and where conditions soem attch 
‘6 to call, in greater measure, for stipport and guidance from outside sources 

22 It remains to consider, in relation to the foregoing: the question whether 
the Arab League is likely to be of help to the States and. above all, the future 
Position of France as regards the States. It is too carly to forecast with any 
‘confidence the results which may flow from the Arab League, but if it were to being 
tout. intelligent measures in. the economic. sphere, 
abolition of customs barriers and other economic impediments, 
of the Levant States would be enhanced. Unfortunately, it weems more likely 
that the chief preoccupations of the League will be political rather than economic. 
fand its utility, from the point of view of the problem now under consideration 
Will depend on the extent of its readiness to co-operate with and be guided b 
‘wich international organisations ax may be set up after the war. If it were to 
‘serve merely as a political umbrella, under which the nations ‘ic tendencies of 
the Arab States would be encouraged, the Levant States would no doubt seek to 
lise it not only as cover for stifler resistance against any French attempts on their 
politcal or economic position tat alk, pert, apalost the acteplance of th 
advice and assistance from foreign sources, whether French or other, which they 
plainly eed. 

‘As regards France's position and attitude, which must to #0 great an 

extent be the determining factor in this and any other problem affecting the Levant 
States, there appear to bo three main postibifities 


(1) that the French will withdraw, or be forced to withdraw, any measure 
‘of control from the States, leaving only diplomatic representation and. 
normal cultural and commercial interest 

(2) that the French will retain some control, but will achieve relations with 
the States Governments broadly similar to those which characterise 
oar own relations with Iraq: 

(8) that the French, while retaining some control, will remain on the same 
terms of muta! suspicion and dislike with the States au at present 

Its clear that a continuance of (8) would not only not enhance the "viability "* 

of the States. but would sooner or Inter lead to an explosion which would have 
grave effects throughout the Middle East; (2) appears to be what the French 
(31729) w2 
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Government are aiming at, and (1) what the States are hoping to secure from the 
forthoming negotiations with France. Whether or not (2) would work would 
depend on the establishment of relations of real confidence between the States 
‘and France and on French behaviour in the fatare, Such relations do not exist; 
tind many competent observers consider that they never can. Until General Beynet 
hepretarciat hronsiF iste andawelionsebabitelpomhhe-takee:tarahp fstoth 
Cloverntents and how far the later are likely to accept them, there fe litle more 
that can be said, There is for the time being a détente in the relations between 
France and the States, and there may perhaps be some ground for hope that 
settlement of outstanding questions between them, together with a.chaage in 
French mentality towards the States, may lead to better relations. Tf thi should 
como about, itty be that the fact that the system of administration in the Statex 
is in many respects based on the French model, coupled with the realisation of 
the hold which the French have over finance, may eventually convince the local 
Governments that they can ill alford to dispence with French advice and assistance 
altogether 

34." But for the moment it scoms clear from statements by Syrian political 
Jeaders—notably by the Pritne Minister, as reported in my telegram Nov 239 of 
the 11th April—that they regard the present détente as a prelude to the reco: 
nition by Brance of their full independence and sovereignty. which would tean 
the abaidonment of any French claim to predominance: They continue to state 
that they will not accord her a position analogous to ours ia Iraq: and if an 
Altempt were made to compel them to accept such a position agaitat their will 
they would ‘certainly resi it tooth and nail and would invoke the aid of the 
“Arih Longue and af the Great Powers, especially thoes which have given unqual 
fied recognition to their independence. Tt is only to te expected that any Govern 
ment representative of the present Greater Lebanon would take a similar line: bat 
itn impossible to exchide the ponsbility that the French, if they failed to secure 
ther desidorata in Syria or the present Lebanon, might try, by hook oF by crook. 
Tovenaure for themselves m predominant position inva all, mainly” Coristien 
Lebanon, The wider eflcts of wich a ‘venture lie beyond the «ope of this 
dlespatch: it will nuffce to say here that, iso far ns can be seen, such & Stato 
would oniy be'" viable" ax n mere appanaige of France 

260" nn concude the detch witout a apology frit length. My 
cexcure must be the complexity of the subject, In a0 far as it i possible to sum 
tho matter up. having regard to the position of France as well as conditions in 
the States themselves, F would say-— 


(1) that both States will need help from outside sources—and the Lebanon 
holp in large measure—for some time to come; 

(2) that although France may seem, atleast in ber own be the Power 

indicated to give such help, hor past revord still inspires such mistrust in 

the States that they will not willingly accept it from her alone 

(8) that the States themselves, and especially the Lebanon, probably do not 
‘now appreciate fully how much help they will need and that nationalist 
fervour may well incline them rather to muddle along in their own 
way; 

(A) that if'they do come to realise their need, they will, on present indica- 
tions, seek help from other sources than France, though it is possible 
that the establishment of better relations with her may make them 
more ready than they now are to accept something from her; 

(®) that_of the Great Powers, they would prefer to look to as or to the 
United States of America; but that Syria at least would hotly resent 
any attempt to force help tipon her or to impose any form of * trustee. 
ship.” 


have, &e. 
‘TERENCE SHONE, 





(B 2781/14/89) 21, 
Record of Conseraaton with Syrian President on 101h April, 148. —(Communi- 
cated in Beirut Despatch No. 64 of 20th April; Receieed in Foreign Office, 
2nd May.) 
ISON tS pier aclend hho cplatnad 0 
long delay in General Beynet's return. general en of @ week oF ten 
days when be left, it was now over a month. “I told the President that these 
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things inevitably took time in European capitals where there were so many 
Pressing problems to deal with. ‘The resident, however, continued to 
Maintain that the French were deliberately spinning things out. ' They were now 
Patting it about that they would not hand over the Troupes Spéciales as long 
4s the British troops remained here. The President said he believed it was the 
intention that British troops should come here for rest and training as long as 
the war with Japan went on. The Syrians for their part wanted to make any 
contribution they could in the way of facilities for us, The above was the latest 
French argoment for putting things off 

2 M. Bidault, the President went on, had also now suggested that the 
Syrian Prime Minister should discuss outstanding questions with him at San 
Francisco, This, the President believed, was only another device of a situilar 
kind. Why could not General Beynet come back and discuss matters here, as 
arranged! The French, he said, were not taking the independence of these 
countries seriously. They clearly did not want a settlement until after the San 
Francisco Conference and the end of the war, They thought time would be on 
their side; but he was not so sure, 

3. The President then spoke at some length akout the French desire for a 
military mission, if and when the Syrians obtained their national army. If the 
‘Troupes Spéciales were passod to the States as they were, with the existing Freuch 
Oflicers, &e., what need was there of a military mission? Moreover, the Syrians 
did not wish to be bound to France in a military sense: they were members of the 
Arab League; Syria formed with the other Arab countries, which had. treaties 
With ns, common area of defence, He did not think it wise that Syria's 
armaments, training, &., should be different from those of the other Arab States 
He would far prefer ish military mission. if one was necessary at all, And 
what of the expense! Syria had no real need of an army; gendarmeries, properly 
armed, gardes mobiles, and special formations for Bedouin control were all that 
Were nevessary. (This, of course, boars out what we have always said, that the 
Syrians do not really want the Troupes Spiciales as a national army but want to 
et thom away from French control ) 

4. ‘Tho President went on to say that military missions like we had in Traq 
or Exypt were all right, but tho French would never behave as we did if they, 

‘one here, They would always sek to control things as far as they could 
‘and to maintain, their old position aw long as there were any of them left in the 
Lovant States. He did not believe they were capable of changing their mentality 
or their methods. An Englishman was always an Englishman, wherever ho was, 
and could be trusted to carry out lertakings; the French were quite 
different when they were abroad. Their Sireté aux Armées here was mainly 
‘soncerned with espionage and putting: spokes in the wheels of the Government 
A military mission would, he believed, be no better. 

5. T told the President again of the constant efforts we had made to urge 
‘on the French Government the need for spced and moderation in every respect, 
hoot he clearly remained unconvinced. He also argued that a French military 
mission would mean a privilege for France. What would the Americans and the 
Russians say to that? 

6. Lastly, the President referred to the long delay—particularly over the 
Troupes Spécitlee—as embarrassing to the Government. “! We shall inevitably 
be attacked,”" he said, “and our people will be right to attack us if we fail to 
secure the Troapes Spciales.” 

. Altogether rather a skomy conversation, expecially as wo have reason 
to believe that the French will not tnerely watt inilftary mviesion but mili 
tase here. i 
TERENCE SHONE. 





[E 8122/8/89) No. 22, 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Rden—(Received Vth May), 


IT is now some four months 1 took helccplavetot Bh 
ow some ionths since I took up my appointment in the Levant 
Stites and a certain détente has ten achieved in the relations tetween Eoance 
and the faye wih What a hare ae particularly occupied since my arrival. 
A stage has thus ten reached at which it seems opportune to review the 
Of the period in a despatch with special regard to those relations ne ees 
[31799) us 
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2. When I reached the Levant States just before Christmas, their Govern- 
ments were in a state of depression and anxiety owing to the departure of 
Major-General Sir Edward Spears. His remarkable personality, his great 
talents—not least his aptitude for public speaking in French as well as English— 
his tireless energy, hix gift of personal appeal to people in these countries in all 
walks of life and, nbove all, his championship of the cause which is closest to their 
hearts—their independence—had won him a position here which was altogether 
exceptional for n foreigner. The Governments turued to him for advice in a 
multitude of matters, great and small. The people often acclaimed him in the 
streets. ‘The tributes paid to him and Lady Spears, who had also gained the 
estecin and affection of the States to a remarkable degree, when. it was known 
that they were about to leave, wore quite unusual. Streets in capital cities have 
no doubt often been named after distinguished soldiers or servants of the Crown; 
but it must be rare for one of His Majesty's representatives to be made an honorary 
citizen of the countries in which he served. Sir E. Spears had indeed set the 
prestige of Great Britain high in the Levant States where the French alone showed 
ho regret at his departure. "His place here was not easy to take, 

3 Ansioty lest a change in British representation might tetoken a change 
in British policy was widespread in the States. In the autumn of 1 
Sir E. Spears had impressed on both Governments the need for settling oat 
standing questions with France; bat the subsequent negotiations had ended, 
almost nt once, in a deadlock. ‘The French had firmly refused to concede the 
principal demand of the States, namely, the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales, 
xcept as part of general etilement of outstanding questions, and they had 
proposed to the local Governments the heads of a number of conventions of which 
tho Governments fought shy. In this attitude they were influenced by the text 
‘of a “convention universitaire,’” which the French had put forward earlier on 
‘and which contained demands s0 extravagant in the whole field of local education 
that the Governments would not even consider it asa basis for negotiat 
‘Thereafter relations between the Governments and the French had. steadily 
deteriorated. With Sir E. Spears's departure the States inevitably felt that they 
‘wore losing a great strength and stay; the Governments were apprehensive lest 
His Majesty's Government might be about to exert stronger pressure on them to 
make concessions to France which they would regard as derogatory to their 
independence, 80 recently ised by the United States and the Soviet Union 
without the qualification we had made concerning a privileged position for 
France; and the fear that we might. be about to leave the States in the lurch 
evoked, not infrequently, memories of 1919 and 1920. 

4. My arrival at’ Beirut coincided with that of a French cruiser. the 
Kmil Bertin, flying the flag of Admiral Auboynean. whose demeanour on a 
provious visit had aroused considerable feeling in the States. This time, thanks 
to prior warnings given to the French, the visit passed off without incident. But 

rven were highly strung and relations between the States and the French were 
daily becoming more sérained. Personal contacts between the local French 
authorities and membors of the Syrian Government had virtually ceased; they 
merely exchanged curt notes. One of these, from the French side, was accom 
panied by the despatch of a number of French tanks to Damascas—about the same 
time as the arrival of the French cruiser at Beirut. If relations between the 
French Délégation Générale and the Lebanese Government seemed outwardly 
somewhat better—the Lebanese notes were at least couched in more diplomatic 
Janguage than the Syrian and there were still personal contacts between members 
of the Government and French officials—the difference existed only on the surface 
‘A change of Government in the Lebanon, entailing the replacement of Riad Soth 
as Prime Minister by Abda} Hamid Kerami, a Moslem of Tripoli, who made no 
secret of his antipathy for the French, seemed unlikely to result in any improve- 
ment in this respect. The sudden death of the Lebanese Minister for Forei 
‘Affairs, Slim Taka, who had retained his office in the new Cabinet, deprived the 
Administration of a man who had some experience of affairs and who was notable 
for having no private fortune, Another seriona development in the Lebanon 
Was the grave illness of the President, who was to all intents and purposes to 
remain incapable of transacting public business for the next three months 

5. The procedure for selecting a successor to Salim Takla provided, for a 
neweomer to the Lebanon, # striking example of the curious system nnder which 
adequate representation must be assured to the varions religions communities, not 
only in the Cabinet but also in the Chamber of Deputies and in the Administration 
gefierally. T have alluded to this'in my despatch No. 63 of the 19th April about 
the “viability” of the Levant States. ‘Under this system. the choice af Selim 
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Takla’s successor in the Cabinet (though not necessarily as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs) was limited to the Gresk Catholic community. The only two candidates 
considered suitable were M. Henri Pharaon, a millionaire banker whose main 
interest was the turf, and the the Lebanese Minister in Cairo, ‘The former was 
chosen andin fact became Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

6. In view of your instructions tome concerning the importance to, His 
Majesiy's Government of the friendship of the Arab peoples iy the Middle East 


that the Levant States shoald be conscious of the value of our support, mi 
efforts were primarily directed in these circumstances to restoring, in so far a. 
‘ould, the confidence of the local Governments. In establishing relations with 
them their knowledge that I had just served for nearly five years in Egypt and 
‘was not a stranger to the Middle East was undoubtedly a help. As you had also 
instructed me that cne of my principal duties would be to assist in. the inal 
settlement of the questions outstanding between the States and the French, 1 
tade it clear that 1 would endeavour also to be on good terms with the Frepch 
‘Délégation Générale,‘ By all means start your mission here, if you. like, by 
being Francophile,” said the Syrian President; '' How pleasant your rission 
here would be if it were not for the French,” said the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
In my early interviews with them—and also with the Lebances political leader»—I 
avoided contentious questions though I did at intervals put in a few words about 
settling matters with the French. These, I am bound to say, were not too well 
received. ‘The Syrians and Lebanese treated me to long discourses about. the 
Imindceds, past and preseat,of the French. “They not infrequently displayed 
anxiety to which I have referred above; and the main theme, throughout. th 
talks with me, was that, come what might, they would never again consent to 
French predominance or privilege in any form. Sir Edward Grigg. who visited 
these countries shortly after my arrival, was deeply impressed by. their 
determination in this respect, ax indeed 1 was myself, 

7. Circumstances led me to devote my attention at the ontset mainly to 
Syria, where the situation was more disturbing than in the Lebanon. There the 
burning question of the Troupes Spéciales was leading to a rapid deterioration 
in relations with the French. There was little doubt that the Syrian Government, 
‘who were under severe criticism in the Chamber of Depoties aud in the country 
eocrally were not averse to playing up this isue in order to distract attention 

from their administrative shortcomings. Demonstraticas, mainly of students and 
schoolchildren, calling for a national army and giving vont to anti-French 
‘alogans, took piace up and down the country and eventually got so much out of 
had that the’ Government bad the greats! diiclty in restraining them.” The 
French, on their side, made some show of military defence measures for their 
installations in the principal towns, particularly in Damascus. ‘The. Syrian 
Government complained to us of these as likely to inflame public opinion still 
further. A somewhat serious incident took place at Soueida inv the Druse country, 
Whore the windows of the French Officers’ Club were broken by demonstrators 
Even if the situation was at no time graye, there was always the danger that in 
ich an explosive atmosphere a spark, like that of Soueida, might start a fre, 
hese citcumstances the Army commander and I did all in our power to urge 
the Syrian President and Government to suppress the demonstrations and keep 
their people quiet. We also impressed on the Fretch authorities the need for 
avoiding any provocative action. M. Georges Delcoigne, the Belgian Charyé 
Affaires, was of great assistance in urging moderation on the Syrians, as wer 
lah the representatives of the Arab States, not least, T believe, Hakki Bey, the 
hewly arrived Egyptian Minister. 

§'Meanwinle, His Majesty's Ambassador in Paris had been instructed to 
make strong representations to the French Government about the situation in 
the Levant States. He was to inform them of your grave concern at: the complete 
lack of progress over the questions of the Troupes Spécink d the further 
armament of the gendarmeries and to point oat how essential it was that the 
French should adopt a more realistic attitude towards the States if serious trouble 
was to be avoided. In your telegram "No. 183 of the 26th January to 

that, prov to which she 

and British 

interests there ran parallel and did not conflict in any thajor respect. It did not, 
however, follow from this that we could allow the French to do as they wished in 
the States or that we could make a bargain with them-at. the expeuse of the 
States’ independence. Great Britain's whole position in the Middle East would 
te gravely threatened if the French followed in the States a policy which was 
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inconsistent with ours and.with what the whole Egypto-Arab world. had. come 
to regard as essential and right. We should sneet with very great criticism both 
‘at home and in the Commonwealth and empire if, by failing to keep the French 
Lup to their promises, we found our whole position threatened in the Middle East 
where we had fought so bard to maintain it.. We were entitled to expect the 
French not to put us in this position; and were they to do so, not the Arab world 
‘lone bat. also the United States and probably: the Soviet Union would take 
the side of the Syriauis and Lebanese against them and they would not be able 
to maintain their position. If the French were pot prepared to come to terms 
ith the States on conditions which the Arab world and the Great Powers could 
Togard as acceptable, they would be faced with a general attack on their position 
which must prove highly embarrassing to them in the coming year. There most 
be no misunderstanding as rega 
tent could ive to the: Freach 
‘While we we 


seemed to exercise all too Ii 
control. ‘There was certainly ample justification for the frequent complaints of 
the local authorities about French pretentions and intrigues; and one of the 
‘drnanda which they made of the Deisgation Générale was for iia heduction tothe 
status of the normal diplomatic mission 

Early in Rebruary I received your instructions to press the States’ 
at least to find out what the French wanted in the way of a final 
itlement nnd not merely to remain entrenched in. their attitude of refusing to 
discuss anything with them. ‘There seemed to be indications both iu Ss 
the Lebanon that cortain Ministers were beginning to feel that this attitude would 
t them nowhere and that they would be better advised to take some initiative 
themselves. such as preparing a draft treaty for submission to all the four Great 
Powers, ‘Thoy realised that this woold in no way satisfy the French claim for 
4 "*special "position, which General de Ganlle had recently reafirmed—with 
the ‘inevitable result’ that public opinion tecame further inflamed 
Franco—-but they felt that if there were any chance of the other three Boyre 
‘accepting their proposals, this would bring into relief the unjust nature of the 
French demands on them and would therefore strengthen their position vis-a-vis 
world opinion, ‘The Lebanon, as regards foreign policy, was tagging along behind 
Syria withont taking any initiative of its own. The Lebanese Government were 
weak and were being hampered by the artificial agitation, created largely. by 
French propaganda and the mancuvres of Opposition Deputies, to the effect that 
the promulgation of the Alexandria Protocol on Arab unity would have the ellect 
of sellinge the Christians down the river. Both Syrian and Lebanese Govern- 
meuts seemed determined, however, to walk hand in hand, at least outwardly. 
11 Neither Count Ostrorog, General Beynet's second in command, who took 
the opportunity on his return from Europe to pay some courtesy visits to 8 
personalities and had been treated to some plain speaking by the Syrian President, 
hor my United States colleague, who was expecting instructions from the State 
Department to support our efforts to bring the local Governments and the French 
together again for discussion, considered that there was any prospect of success 
if negotiations were resumed at the moment. And s0 indeed it seemed to me. 
But you pointed out the danger of allowing the present state of tension to 
continue: and early in February I pressed the Syrian President and the Minister 
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for Foreign Affairs strongly to resume discussion of outstanding questions with 
‘- " 


the Prec Ta bet T pnt oat tat tors were any hing which the French 
badly wanted and which the Syrians could perfectly well. concede without 
infringing their independence; and that, in the view of His Majesty's Govern- 
teut, the best way to start negotiatious would be to tackle the ensier questions 
first, in the hope that when these bad twen cleared out of the way it would prove 
posible to go.on to the more dificult anes. 

12 He Syrians esl, expres complete septic a to French god 
faith, whilst aaintaining that they themselves were perfectly prepared to 
consider anything that would not infringe their sovereignty." After a long 
ramen they dete to pot forward proports Hit sii, Qt aid they 
Would ask the French for theirs. This they did, Count Ostrorog’ came over two 
das ator and bad an oxally condi intervie with zhe Syrian Miniter for 
Foreign Affairs, as a result of which he agreed to suggest lo General Beynet 
that the French Govertunent, should ba aad Lo stale theit. proposals. Jamil 
Mardam Bey emphasised that the Syrians had only one demand, the immediate 
Lransfer of the ‘roupes Spéciales, and ouly one condition, that they would not 
ive France a pre-eminent or privileged prsition. ‘The French were andoubtedt 
Appreciative of what had been done to bring the Syrians toa more reasonable 
frame of mind and of our repeated efforts to prevent the spread of disorder. The 
Syrian Government for their part did theit best throughout this timo to calth 
dawn the students and to keep the Chamber of Deputies quiet. ‘The Syrians 
fand Lebanese were at this point contemplatiyg eeuding a statement of their cave 
to the Big ‘Three’ in anticipation of their forthcoming meeting, but as 
discussions with the French had now started I boaded them off and they did not 
pursue the Wea 

TS. Tn February the Syrian President received an invitation from King 
Thu Sati to visit him in the Hedjaz, aud a Royal Air Force aircraft wax provided 
for the journey, as it was clear thai their meeting might be wseful. "The French 
‘uthoridies were informed; in Paris they appeared to think that the Preaident 
Ought to have travelled in w French aircraft. which only showed bow litle they 

of the. strong feelings ‘of the Syrian. President. ‘The King’ and. the 
Wrsident ad lng dics dari which Shur Quilt sated th Syren 
ave and Tin Saud, as usoal, urged him to follow British advice and to be 
Fewonable in negotiating with the French. Shukti Quwatli's attitude does not 
sem to have been much influenced by this meeting, 

14, Meanwhile it had been learned that King Thn Sand was going to Rgypt 
to meot the Prime Minister and yourself, and ay the Syrian President was payiag 

ing of Egypt about the xame time, it was arranged for 
to meet him, This moeting, which T attend, took 
The Syrian President had the satisfaction of 
Hating hia case to the British Ministers who, in retarn, explained Hritih policy 
tohim: ‘Shokri Quwath said be hoped that the situation iu Syria would 
and that the Syrian Government ‘would enjoy the help and eupport of Great 
Britain in overcoming the present dificulties, The Syrians’ ambition, wat to 
have peace and tranquillity in their country but they had stiffened "much 
provocation; and although every effort had been and would be made to preserve 
tranquillity he was afriad that if the present state of affairy continued, the 
Situation might get out of band, He pressed for the transfer to Syrian control 
‘of the Troupes Spiciales, who were composed of Syrians; the fact that, they 
imight be used agatost the Syrian Government was a standing provocatiou. Ani 
there bad lately teen « number of others. The French Government tnd. ised 
statement that France was rexpo 
General de Gaulle had repeated 


fate with that of France. 

15. Yoo, Sir, explained that the French had teen wnged to commanicate 
yposals to’ the Syrian Government. If some points were utiacceptable, 

the ee ‘should put forward counter-proposals and give the French all they 
could. Great Britain and the United States would be ina position to support 
them if the counter-proposals were reasonable, An agreement would not 
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necessarily mean that Syrian foreign policy would be subordinate to French 
foreign policy. You were not asking for anything contrary to Syrian indepen- 
dence. Everything onght to be arranged before the British troops left the 
Levant: ‘we had made’ repeated:representations in’-Paris-coscerning. ‘Freath 
relations with the Levant States; you were sure that the French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs wanted an agreement, that he did not believe we were trying 
replace the French in the States and that he did not wish to provoke the 
But he would make no concession about the Troupes Spéciales without 
in return 

"The Prime Minister said he was anxious to convince the Freneh that 
we Wid not aim at replacing them in the Levant States. We wanted nothing 
for ourselves. France must recognise the independence of the States but if she 
made arrangements with Syria by which she wot a somewhat better position 
there than His Majesty's Government, we should not object. Tt was, of course, 
understood, that this should not affect the independence of Syria and the 
Lebanon. ‘The Syrians, for their part, must give something reasonable to the 
French, who must have a position of some sort. ‘They should handle the question 
tactfully and settle it without quarrels, which were very annoying to His 
Majesty's Government, They should not trample on French amour-propre, which 
had been greatly shaken by the war; they should be confident in their friends 
‘and in the world organisation which’ would be set up. They could afford to be 
‘generous to France. His Majesty's Government were friends both of the French 
find the Arabs; they would be pleased with any arrangement which could be made 
‘and ab arrangement which gave France a somewhat tetter or different position 
from ourselves need not affect Syrian independence. He had said publicly that 
tho situation of the French in the Levant States might be similar to ourselves in 
Iraq; as be understood the position the Syrians were not prepared to go so far. 
(The President confirmed this) Nevertheless, they should go as far as possible 
If they remained intransigent there would certainly be trouble. British troops 
‘would not stay: in the Levant States indefinitely. Negotiations should begin scon 
hut the Syrians should not try to force the issue prematurely. ‘Their long-term 

position was no bad ote. 

17, The President thanked the Prime Minister for the sympathy which 
he had shown to Syria and for his advice, He was himself sure that it was not 
the British aim to replace the French. Tt was essential in the Syrian Govern: 
ient's view that the question of the Troupes Spéciales should be settled before 
the British troops left, The Prime Minister could count on hit to handle the 

ation carefully. But he earnestly hoped that there would be no undue 


in interview was particularly useful iu view of a statement by the 

\ister of State in the House of Commons that His Majesty's Government had 

‘but not." guaranteed "" the independence of the States, to which 

lisproportionate publicity was given in the States. ‘The position 

jesty’s Government with regard to the Levant States and France was 

bi Me. Churchill during bis speech in the House of Commons on. the 
‘37th February, in the following terms :— 


"T must make clear, once and for all, the position of His Majesty's 
Government in respect of Syria and the Lebanon, and in relation to our 
French allies, ‘The position is governed by the statements made in 1941, in 
which the independence of these Levant States was definitely declared by 
Great Britain and France. At that time, and ever since, His Majesty's 
Government have made it clear that they would never seek to supplant French 
influence by British inflience in the Levant States. We are determained also 
to respect the independence of these States and to use our best endeavours 
to preserve a special position for France in view of the many cultural and 

jstoric connexions, which France has so long established with Syria. We 

that it may be possible for the French to preserve that special position 

We trust that these States will be firmly established by the authority of the 
‘world organisation, and that French privilege will also be rec 

“However, T must make it clear that it is not for us alone to defend 
by force either Syrian or Lebanese independence oF French privilege. We 
seek both, and we do not believe that they are incompatible. Too much must 
fot be placed, therefore, upon the shoulders of Great Britain alone. We have 
to take note of the fact that Russia and the United States have recognised 
land favour Syrian and Lebanese independence, but do not favour any special 
position for any other foreign country.” 
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19. Meanwhile an areas situation had developed in the Alaovite 
teeritory.« T have reported ‘on this at longuh in my despalelNO, 48 of the 
19th March: but as the matter was of importance because it raised in a somewhat 
‘cate orm the question of French rights tader th territorial command recognised 
in the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreement, and of interest aa throwing light on French 
behaviour in an area wliere the Syrian Government were under dificulie, ome 
pecenire it — le be omitted from this review of events, The ase tal 
Cause of trouble in the area was the acquisition of eahcr peopl’s propery by + 
local chieftain, Suleioan Murshid, who bad a considerable following amongst the 
Alaouites and was, according to their doctrine, regarded as semi-divine. 
hhad for years enjoyed at least the tacit support of the French. In the Spring of 
1944 the Syrian Government felt it was time to put a stop to Murshid’s depreda- 
tions which had given rise to many complaints and/constant disturbances in the 
‘area, They ee a Court of Arbitration to consider the various claims 
Againot his. “Mturshid fearing that this would ‘rele tm the lows of ‘all he 
Property, retracted his consent to arbitration aud refused to give evidence hefore 
the Court. The Syrian Government thereupon placed him in forved residence 
in Damascus, although he was a Deputy, and no further progress was'made it 
settling his claims. In January 1946 the Syrian Government received informa 
tion that French officers, particularly one Captain Boussiquet, were stirring up 
trouble ‘area by entouraging and even arming the Murshidites; ani 

ae earty tn. Pelveaty The French deat’ at 


forces, sent up against the wishes of the Syrian authorities, arrived on the scene 
and formed a screen between the Murshidites and the Gi ‘The 
Government appealed to the Army Commander and me against this action on 
the part of the local French authorities which they regarded as an infringement 
Of their prerogative to maintain law and order. 

‘20. Public opinion in the Levant States bad recently’ been inflamed by a 
statement by General de Gaulle to the effect that France was responsible for main: 
taining order in the States. It had been agreed in 1944 between the British an 
French military authorities that, the maintenance of law and order being the 
responsibility of the States, these should, when reinforcements were required for 
the purpose, make application to the French Territorial Commander, who would 
tect these requests =) far as his operational commitments permitted: and that the 
decision as to how many troops were maintained for the purpose of maintaining 
law and order was one for the Governments of the States in conjunction with the 
French military authorities. . In the present case the Government maintained that 
the Gendarmerie, if left to themselves, could have dealt with the insurgents; and 
how, they asked, could they be expected to invoke the help of the French, who, on 
All" evidence availble, were wacouraging the forces of disorder General 
Holmes and I discussed the matter with General Beynet, who agreed to the 
establishment of a Syrian-Anglo-Freuch Commission to enguire into the causes 
and circumstances. This the Syrians would not accept, mainly because they did 
‘ot wish to admit French participation. You, Sir, pressed the Syrian President 
in Cairo to agree to the ‘Commission; but on my rettirn here, it proved 
impossible to draft terms of reference ble to the parties concerned. More: 
over, General Holmes and I had to explain to the Syrian President that ax 
the territorial command was in the hands of the French, military intervention on 
‘Our part was impossible in such cases, unless a major conflagration occurred. 
‘This resnlted in a change of attitude on the President's part and he agreed in a 
subsequent interview with General Beynet that the French troops and Troupes 
Spéciales as well as the Gendarmerie sbould be withdrawn from the area 
Negotiations between the Syrian and French authorities have 20 far failed to result 


in effect being given to this decision; nor has any action yet been taken by the 
Syrian authorities to settle the claims against Murshid, despite constant pressure 
on our part to find some means of doing this. ‘The position in the Alaouite 
territory thus remains thoroughly unsatisfactory. The writ of the Syrian Govern. 
tment does not run in the area of the disturbances, which is to all intents and 
purposes under French coutrol. The rising prestige of the Syrian Government 
in the arca has again been reduced almost to vanishing point and other chieftains 
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are showing signs of setting themselves. up against the Government and of admit- 
Ling ony the contol of the lcal Erench oficial in future. If Syria is ever to be 
established as a fully sovereign State, these developments’ are retrograde; the 
French have clearly demonstrated both their intention and their power to exp 
their holding of the territorial command as an argument for intervening directly 

}ouL consultation with the Goverument, in. an area of disturbance: the possi 
bility that euch disturbances may be fomented by French political intrigue as a 
pretext for subsequent armed. intervention and. the ultimate creation of Freach 
controlled areas, particularly along the Littoral, bas not been lost on the Syrian 
Government; and relations between the Syrian Government and the French 
authorities have been exacerbated at an unfortunate moment. 

21, On the 18th February the United States Government instructed their 
Minister in Paris to represent to the French Covernmeot their view that the 
matters at issue between France and the States should admit of an amicable 
solution, that both sides should show moderation, and the French, if sincere in 
their professed. intention of granting independence to the States, should agree 
{0 the conversion of thetr representation into the status af diplomatic tnisstons, 
to the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales, and to the modest scale of rearmament 
for the Gendarmerie recommended by General Holmes. He was to explain that 
the State Department appreciated the French, desire to obtain assurances for the 
future protection of their rights, and that their, Minister in Beirut was being 
instructed to urge the States Governments to enter into negotiations with the 
French ; but to point out that the State Department had seen the first French draft 
of a University Convention, which in their opinion would injure American cultural 
interests, Lf necessary he was also to state that United States policy towards the 
independence of the Levant States was entirely distinct from their policy towards 
France and the French Empire. The United States Minister at Betrut was simul 
taneously instructed to inform the States of these representations in Paris and 
to urge them to adopt a more realistic attitude and to consent to undertake 
negotiations for a treaty with France which would not discriminate in favour 
of any third Power but would guarantee legitimate French interests. Mr 
Waulaworth was also authorised to suggest informally that the two Governments 
might consider submitting treaty proposals simultaneously to France and to the 
majot Allied Powers, He was to explain that these views did not indicate a 
rutraction.of United States recognition of the States’ independence, but that, in 
the view of the State Department, the explosive potentialities of the situation were 
tho relations of the Levant Governments with France, which constituted the 
fundamental problem to be solved in the last abalysis. Mr. Wadsworth carried 
qt hi iateuctions in Damascus on the 20ch February, in an interview with the 
Syrian Presiden 

22, On the following day, after I had again seen the Syrian President and 
hd urged him to get down to details, Shukri, Quwatli saw General Boynet. They 
‘appear to have reviewed the whole situation and General Beynet decided to go to 
Paris in order to discuss matters with the French Government and prepare 


proposals for gabmision to the Stator Governments. He undertook to redraft 
ly, the ‘' Convention Universitaire” which had given so much offence to the 
States’ Governments last year 

28. ‘Throughout these weeks His Majesty's Government continued to press 
the French Government strongly to meet the Syrian request for. proposals by 


forwarding them promptly and in as moderate a form as possible. Similar 
representations were made to the French anthorities here. General Beynet left 
for Paris on the Oth March, and at the time of writing has not yet returned. ‘The 
Syrian Government have constantly complained of the long delay and maintain 
that the French are trying to spin things out. Meanwhile the "* Convention 
Universitaire has been redeafted in a much more reasonable form: there are ell 
ints in it which the Syrians will not accept; but arrangements have been made 
for the draft to be discussed by a Franco-Syrian committee. General Beynet is 
expected to bring hack with him particalars for Consalar and Establishment 
‘Conventions; but there is as yet no detailed information as to French proposals 
with regard to the really important and difficult questions, namely, the transfer 
Of the Troupes Spéciales and the future military position of France in the Levant 
States. The French Government appear not only to attach great importance to 
satisfactory convention on cultural matters, but alao to desire precedence for their 
representative here over all other diplomatic representatives and a military and 
air base. 
24. The declarations of war by Egypt and Turkey and the Turkish Prime 
Minister's announcement of the decisions of the Yalta Conference caused both 


109 


Syria and the Lebanon to decide to declare war at all costs tefote the Ist March: 
Both Governments were warned on instructions frown you that their names were 
not on the list of States agreed at Yalta, and that their entry into the war did not 
‘mean that they would be invited to the San Francisco Conference. Neverthelest, 
both decided to go abead. Having declared war they put forward through the 
Egyptian Minister at Washington applications to join the United Nations and 
also asked to be invited to the Conference. Their cate was strongly taken up by 
the other Arab States and by a group of British Members of Parliament, The 
French indicated to His Majesty's Government that they saw “ danger ’" in their 
being invited, presumably because they thought the States would raise at San 
Francisco the question of their relations with France. ‘The United States Govern 
ment, however, felt that they should come, and China and the Soviet Union, on 
teing approached, agreed. "Tt-was not, however, desired to invite them without 
French concurrence in view of the delicacy of their relations with France, and the 
fact that attempta were still being made to indnce France to become an invitin 
Power. We, therefore, in agreement with the Americana, suggested to the Frencl 
that they might improve thelr relations with the States if they took the initiative 
in asking for an invitation for them, Meanwhile the French authorities here, 
having been approached by the States’ Governments, supported their candidature 
in Paria. On the 2nd March, M. Bidault announced publicly that France would 
welcome their presence, and the decision was taken to invite them after they had 
been accepted as United Nationa For a time, we had appeared to be the main 
i le; sae _— an French Délégation Gere was heard. +o wy Has 
the French had had a golden opportunity to exploit the position ol 
Frans. It t doutatel now far French eponsarebip wlected tbe feelings of the, 
States towards France, but the States certainly seized upon it as further evidence 
Of French acceptance oftheir fll inclemence, 

25. During March inter-Arab relations were much to the forefront 
consequenice of the pan-Arab Conferences in Cairo, which reoulted in the signature 
‘of the statute of an Arab ie on the 22nd March. His Majesty's Ambnssador 
ia Cairm has reported wo Tally on the Conference that Tneed only mention iv bria fy 
here, From the beginning, the old rivalry between Egypt nnd drag for leadership 
Gt the Arab League becane evident. ‘The Hashentien ‘and. Nuri Phan, as 
initiators of the Arab movement, were piqued at being ousted by Egypt, & new. 
comer: Ibn Sand naturally aligned himself with Egypt: the Lebanon, fearful of 
‘lomination iy the Mem Stas and eesarding Fgypt a le fanatic, followed 
suit: and Syria gradually evolved in the same direction because of her rulers’ 
desire to preserve the Republican régime, and of their fears of Hashemite designs 
‘on their country, As Tor ‘the statutes, the Lebanese Foreign Minister, who 
‘though inexperienced played a covsiderable role, succeeded in. securing the 
deletion of a clause providi re for compulsory arbitration by the other States of 
disputes between any two, and the insertion of a clause allowing any State to secede 
from the League on a year's notice. The clause in the Alexandria Protocol 
providing that no State could make a treaty with an outside Power against the 
Iitcresta of the other signatories war also deleted. ‘The resulting Leagus was 
therefore more loose if form than enthusiasts desired, and has disappointed the 
Moslems in both Syria and the Lebanon, although the extreme Christians are 
appeased. In his telegram No, 50 Saving of the 23rd March, Lord Rillearn 
Slated: "AL present it may be said that the only aims on which all these States 
fare united are those of getting rid of the French from Syria, and of preventing 
the Zionist domination of Palestine. Whatever discorda may weaken the Arab 
Tenge in the immediate future, we must count on its being United on tBewe (wo 
‘After the Conference, a tri-partite treaty. hetween Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, and Syria was suggested, but we discouraged it ns tending to disrupt the 
‘League at its inception. The Syrian President went to Bagdad on the 10th March 
for ire days, but the visit was not a success; the Iragis were j, after what 
they considered they had done for Syria in the past, that he should have been to 
King Ibn Saud firet, and treated him with marked coldness. 

‘27. Meanwhile the internal situation in Syria had worsened since the eo 
of tension with the French, The Syrian President had taken the unprecedent “ 
Step of addressing the Chamber of Deputies in person on the oceasion of Syria's 
Golarntion of wat. In bis speech he leo referred to the project for a Greater 
‘Syria, to the need for obedience to the Head of State, and to relations with the 
French. His statement that if there were to be a Greater Syria, it must be a 
republic with. its ‘capital at-Damascns—tonde, no doubt, because of the 
Widespread feeling in Syria in favour of a monarchy which there was every 
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evidence that the Hasbemites. were seeking to. exploit—gave much’ offence 
and was seized upon by the Government's opponents, who pointed out that it 
was for the people, and not for the President, to choose the type of régime 
they preferred, and that Arab confederation’ was no substitute for Arab 
union, His statement about obedience was criticised as undemocratic; but 
his conciliatory references to. the French were of all his remarks the most 
‘unpopular. A shower of anti-Government pamphlets was distributed on the 
principal Syrian towns, and various demonstrations, ostensibly anti-Zionist but 
actually an 


Tn April it became clear that the Syri 
legs, and on the 7th April a new Cabinet was formed. ‘The Prime Minister, 
Fares el Khoury, retained his position as did the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

‘Jamil Mardam Bey, and the new Cabinet received an almost unanimous vote of 

confidence in the Chamber, largely because it was considered advisable to make 

4 show of solidarity on the eve of the departure of the Syrian delegation to 
jan Francisco, 

29. In the Lebanon the President returned to Beirat early in April from 
Palestine, where he bad been receiving treatment during’ his long illness. He 
appeared to be in reasmnably good health, but the Prime Minister complained 
to me that be had difficulty in inducing him to take decisions, ‘The Government 
have gained more popularity by energetic action in the economic field, notably 
by implementing, as their predecessors had failed to do, the plans for controlling 


makin 
While the Riad es Soll 

group are obviously animated solely by the desire to return to power, the ellect 
Sf their campaign will undoubtedly be to force the prevent Government to adopt 
‘8 nationalistic Tine; and Riad es Solh’s aim is probably to seize any weakness 

n tin repect to return to power on a wave of vationalst and anti 

ing. A hardening of public opinion in this sense has been tible 
Sa a peal tera een ae Se 
return from Paris, makes proposals for an eventual settlement which the Lebanese 
regard as incompatible with their national sovereignty. 

30, Long as it is, this despatch is by no meanx a complete record of the 
period under review. For instance, T have not touched upon the States" relations 
with Turkey or with the Soviet Union. “Ax regards the latter, T have at present 
little or nothing to add to my despatch No. $7 of the Sth March. Not have T 
considered! here financial and economic matters; these, howeve 
covered in my despatch No. 63 of the 19th April, concerning the 
the States "The present despatch is primarily intended as a review of events 
affecting the relations between the Levant States and France and as a background 
‘against which to set the conclusions drawn in my telegram from Damascus No. 83 
ofthe 27H Apel 

in conclusion, I wish to pay my tribute to the General Officer 
Commanding Ninth Army. T had the Drive of knowing Lieutenant-General 
Sir George Holines when he was General 


icer Commanding, British Troops 
in Egypt, and when I was appointed to thi t T was faced 

lini that T should be "working guint H fl 
countries, the aniversal esteem in which he is held here, and his personal influence 
with the Governments of both States have enabled him to render signal service 
to His Majestys Government, while from my personal point of view the wise 
counsel which he has given to me in many problems, has been inval 


lad that it was 
great knowledge of: these 


32, Tam sending copies of tch to the Resident 
His Majestys Ambassador, Cairo, His Majestys: Arbasead 
Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan, and Hi 
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(B 3187/8, No. 23. 
Mr. Bden to Mr. Duff Cooper (Paris). 


Foreign Office, 18th May, 1945, 
M. MASSIGLI asked to see me this morning, when he showed considerable 
anxiety about Rasian behaviour and its consequences for. the futuro of Europe. 
He said that he had gathered from telegrams that he had seen that M. Bidanlt 
bad shown anxiety for still closer relations with us, Was this correct! 

2 Lwas not enthusiastic, but J ormtented myself with saying that in certain 
respects Anglo-French co-operation had certainly improved at San Francisco. 
On the other hand, I continued, there were directions in which French policy was 
causing me deep anxiety. This applied in particular to the Levant States. 1 
had onfy just returned and was not completely in touch with the most recent tele 
grams. None the less, it was already clear that the Freuch Government, wax 
pursuing a most dangerous policy. We had done our utmost in recent months to 
Fedace the temperature in the Levant. -M- Massigi acknowledged thie. Yet the 
French were now deliterately raising that temiperatare again, The first cruiser 
which had been sent in with reinforcements had brought a like number of troops 

ut now T understood that a fresh ship had arrived with more reinforce 

Tt was dificult to judge the local situation, but it seemed quite possible 

that this French action woold provoke an explosion Ifo, the eflect would be 

felt not oaly by the French but hy ourselves, and we felt it a very poor returo for 

all our efforts that the French Government’ should be pursuing such methods, 1 

i, when he went to Paris, to do.all he could to restrain French 

policy, which, if pursued, might have most serious consequences for both oni 
nations in the Middle East : j 

LM. Massigli, who was élearly at the situation, said that he would 
certainly do what he could in Parix. He mentioned that he thought that the 
Russian attitude in the Syrian States was tiot help fl. 


(No. 810.) 
Sir, 


Tam, &¢. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 





[E8204 /8/89) No, 24. 
“ 
Mr, Grafftey Smith to Mr. Bden—4Reweived W9th May.) 


(No, 238. Secret.) 
(Telegraphic Jedda, 19th Moy, 1945, 

TGN'SAUD han sent we text of telegram which Ie propose 10 send’ to 
General de Gaulle about the situation in the Levant States 

2. The King refers to his own advice to the Levant Siates to strive for 
good relations with France, and appeals to de Gaulle to accept the fact and 
tmplications of Arab States aspirations for complete independence. This war 
has been fought by France and her Allies for unshaken ideals which the Levant 
States now yearn to see realised, and France in particular, having tasted. the 
bitterness of a foreign occupation, will appreciate the States’ longing for 
freedom, 


3. Message is dignified and not provocative. 1 have not considered it 
advisable to attempt to prevent its despatch, bol have 20 additional 
‘opening reference to message of friendship recently sent by de Gaulle (group 
undecypherable: ! to] the King. ‘This may check the otherwise inevitable 
lasting repercassion that we have prompted the King’s démarche. The text 
will be sent you by bag. 

4. The King will certainly (group omitted; not] announce Emir Faisal’ 
impending official visit to Paris unless events take a favourable turn. 

(Repeated to Beirut.) 
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(E 3506/979/80) 2) 


Mr. Jordaw to Mr. Eden—(Receicedt Ist June.) 
(No. 89) 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Jedda presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Se of State for Foreign Affairs and. with reference to Jedda 
telegram No. 238 of the 18th May to the Foreign Office, has the honour to transmit 
to him the text of the proposed telegram from King Ibn Saud to General de Gaulle 
regarding the situation in the Levant States. 


British Legation, 
Jedda, 18th May, 1945 


Enelorure in (2) 
(Teanslation.) ii 
anil? hi Excellency General de Gaulle, President of the French Government 
aris 

Tn view of the incidents which have occurred in the last few days the 
ttaditional firm friendship between the Arabs and France prompts me to reveal 
to your Excellency how great my arity and concern fs fo maintain this precious 
friendship, which T have no doubt your Excellency shares with me, so that we may 
both manifest it clearly to all the world and thereby dispel double and anxieties 
from men's hearts, : 

T have latterly sent messages to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments asking 
them to strive to reach a satisfactory understanding with France aud to mare 
tain friendly relations with her ax we did during the dark days of the war 

Tn the meantime { am sending your Uxcellency this letter trusting that You 

Spirit of equity the situation of Syea a the 
rete fre nn dependence, which the 
il for which France and the Allies have fought 
An vet regards athe cat re 

Fraace, which has tasted the bitterness of occupation and ita tragedies durin 
these years, can best understand the feeingy of our Syrina and Laberecs beaters 

All Arab peoples, who consider Syrin and the Labanon as part of thenecloes, 
watch clowly and with ansious hearts what developments the fates will being 
about, As a friend, T wish the friendship between the ‘Arabs und. Frame ae 
continue a» T have already said above, and, your Excellency. I wish ail Arch 
uations to have confidence im the adherence of the Arabs to this friendship’ hy 
Frances rmpathy for Syria and the Lebanon, by her avoiding any. artion 
Brjudicial to thelr independence and bya friendly stlement of the protien 
existing between you and these Stater which leaves no loop-hote for diceeeeion 
‘Thereby we may be grateful to you for the hopes which ws have placed. ia Fre 
and thank your Extelleney for your farsightedness and undefetanding of the 
‘ew spirit which provails among the Arubs. Thus out minds may be ot eas 

T'have pleashire in camveving to your Excellency om this soctsion ety best 
igreetings an sincere good wishes : : 


ABDUL AZIZ. 





(EB 8197/68/88) No. 25. 
a) 

(a, Mr, Shone to Mr, Eden—(Received eo May) : 
"EEA apn fr iin Ata wig Me 


and returned to-day, has given member of my staff the following account of 
happened there during his visit = Poet noted 


He was (1 group omitted; 1 informed) by Syrians on arriv 
General Beynet had tsked for an interview with Bim to-day to present bis 
proposals. Minister for Foreign Affairs had understood that Syrians elt ne 


he did that, in view of the arri iser and reinforcements, the two 
Governments should refuse to receive propositls. He found, however, that Syrians 
now favoured hearing them and he therefore agreed in order to keep the common 
front. He attended meeting between General Beynet and Syrians this morning. 

._Atthis meeting Minister for Foreign Affairs described to General Beynet 
moderation which his Government had shown in face of repeated French prov 
cation culminating in the arrival of troops in Montcalm, They had ful 
demonstrated their willingness to be reasonable and to negotiate settlement, 
Now, however, despite their note regarding the right of foreign troops to enter 
Lebanese territory, more troops had arrived in Jeanne d’Arc. General Beynet 
repeated the story of another British division having entered Lebanon, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs replied that no such move had been reported to. him since 
he had issued note in question and that British authorities whom be had spec 
fically asked about it had categorically denied it, General Beynet attempted to 
argue the point, but Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that he regarded it as 
settled. 

4 General Beynet then prevented two {group undeeypherable] identical 
notes containing French proposals. Main points of text are as follows 


(a) Atter recalling how France was responsible for independence of the 
States by her 1041 declaration, note states French Government, 
without [group undecypherable) to this independence, wished to 
safeguard legitimate French interests in the Levant States. 

(2) These interests are cultural, economic and strategical 

(¢) French Government propose that cultural interests shall be safeguarded 
by a university convention economic interests by agreements on the 
lines [group undecypherable: 1 of) the international protedui 
4g. establishments and consular conventions and commercial agree 
nett; strategical interests by basis which will guarantee lines of 
‘commitnication between France and ber Far Eastern ions, 

ints, French Govern: 


ined no reference to immediate transfer of a brigade of 
Spéciales, which General Beynet has not s0 far mentioned. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs stated no discussion took plice on these 
notes, but it would appear that be and Mardam may have indicated to General 
Boynet that, in view of arrival of reinforcements, they would not negotiate. 
Mariam is, I understand, seeing General Beynot again. 

7. Questioned as to what the two Governments now intend to do, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs stated thot they were in process of drafting notes to the 
French, ‘Those will apparentiy be to the elect that the Lebwnese cannot Aecept 
to negotiate under threat and that, in any case, French proposals are unaccept 
able, Copies of these notes will ‘be sent to the Allied Powers. A meeting 
between the two Presidents, which will be attended by the Lebanese Prime 
Minister and the two Ministers for Foreign Affairs, will take place to-morrow 
The Presidents will probably address telegrams of ‘protest to the heads of all 
Allied States. ‘The two Governments are asking that Arab League Council shall 
ie summoned in June to discuss Lobanese and Syrian questions. Statements will 
be made in both Chambers in the next three or four days. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs had suggested three-day strikes of protest in towns of both States, birt 
Syrians had declined on the grounds that they would not guarantee to control 
them. He agreed a complete deadlock would now ensue, but aaid it was quite 
impossible for the States even to consider these proposals under menace of the 
French reinforcements. Had it not been for these, he himself might have been 
Prepared to present counter-proposals. 

8. Ninth Army have just been officially informed by French military 
authorities that a further ship with reinforcements is expected in the next few. 
days. Two senior French officers have said they appreciate efforts made by 

yeelf and my staff to keep things cali, bat that the position here is ugly and 
it despatch of troops now is most inopportune. 


































































































m4 
( 3643/8/803 ) 


Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden—{Received 2nd June) 
(No, 81) 
HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut presents his complitoents to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, with reference to Beirut 
gram No, 367 of the 18th May, has the honour to transmit to him a copy of 
an aide-mémoire from the French delegate dated the 18th May concerning the 
protection of French interests in the Levant States 


British Legation, Beirut, 
Qlet May, 1945, 


Enclostire in (2) 
Aide-mimoire. 


LE promier geate des autorités de la France Libre lorsqu’elles arrivérent au 
avant en 941 fut de proctamer I"indépendance de la Syrie et du Liban. Cest 
Dar suite de ce geste que cette indépendance est maintenant scquise. La France 
e félicite que I'initiative prise par elle est hourensement abontie. Elle soubaite 
‘que los Gouvernements syrien et libaniais exercent leur pleine autorité sans emtrave 
‘i obstacle d”auctune sorte. 

‘Creat dans cet esprit et sans qu’aucane réserve soit apportée & I'indépendance 
do ls Syrie ot du Liban que le Gouvernement frangais désire aasurer, en ce qui le 
concern, In défense dex intérdts essentiels que la France conserve et Syrie et au 
Liban, Ces intéréts sont de trois ordres = culturel, économique et stratéziq 

Les positions culturelles intéressant la Syrie et la France saraient définies et 
‘garanties par une convention universitaire 

Les poritions économiques respectives weraient définies ot garantice par les 
accords divers que prévort en pareille matidre la procélure internationale 
hhabituelle (convention d’étabhissement, convention. consul accord 
commercial, ete). 

Quant aux positions stratégiques, elles consiateraiont en bases permettant 

ghrantir les voies de communication de Ia France et de ses) pomeskions 


Lo 18 mai 1945, 





(E 8205/8890) No. 26. 
a 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Edlen—{Received 20th May) 


(No. 360) 
(Telegraphic) Beirut, 10th May, 945, 








us 


consent, must, protest. against the disembarkation of French troops on the 
Vth May without such consent. The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
speaking in the name of the Lebanese and Syrian Gov had notified 
General Beynet that, in the event of the arrival of fresh Fi 1p8 without 
consent, the two Governments must take such measures as the circumstances 
demanded. General Beynet hax promised to inform his Government and 
Communicate their reply. No reply has come and fresh troops had arrived. 
Hostilities in Europe having ended, there was no justification for the arrival 
of these troops, which in the circumstances constituted not only an infr 
‘of Lebanese independence and sovereignty 

ressure at the moment when negotiations were envisaged. Before this protest 

id been received by the French, the Lebanese Minister for Foreign At 
given by General Beynet an aide-mémoire indicating the hasis of futire negotia 
tions and expressing the hope that both Governments should exercise. their 
Authority without reserve of any sort. The arrival of French troops sigainst the 
wish of the Lebanese Government was contrary to this indispensable condition 
and evidently constituted a threat 

Th these circumstances the Lebanese Govermnent could tot negotiate 
under threat of armed force, and, while deploring what might occur, could only 
disclaim responsibility. The Fretich memor showed a spirit incompatible 
with the independence and sovereignty of the Lebanon, The Lebanese Govern. 
ment renewed its solemn protests and reserved its attitude completely. 
See my immediately following telegram. 


[E 8205/8 /80) @ 


Mr, Shone to Mr. Eden-—(Receieed 19th May.) 
{No. $70) 
(Telegraphic) Beirut, Y9th May, 1945, 

MY immediately preceding telegram, 

Lebanese covering note to me emphasises restraint shown by the Lebanese 
authorities, expecially during victory celebrations, on which I myself had com 
mended the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and contrasts this with French acts 
‘of provocation. Tt reaffirms that entry or transit of forsign troops should only 
take place with Lebanese consent, and states that the present atrial of French 
troops constitutes a grave menace to [group undecypherable] negotiations which 
the Lebanese Government has envisaged, Only after the arrival of further French 
troops on the 17th May had General Beynet given any indication of French 
desiderata, which [group undecypherable =" took] no account of Lebanese 
independence, or of en nts concerning it or af the international position 
of the Lebanese; but which subordinated Lebanese independence to gratify French 
desiderata,_ The Lebanese Government ir sure that its point of view will be shared 
fiy His Majesty's Government, and that "it can expect, if necessary, the mont 
effective aid from His Majesty's Government.” 


(B 3206/8/80) @) 


Mr, Shone to Mr. Eden—(Recvived 20th May.) 
(No. 377) 
(Telegraphic) Beirut, 19th May, 1945. 
“RETER’ returning trom meeting the two Presidents. yesterday, La 
Minister for Foreign Affairs summoned me and handed tue copy of his note 
Of protest to the French and covering letter to me. Aforesaid as reported in ny 
telegrams Nos 369 and 370. Minister for Foreign Affairs is making similar, 
though not identical, communication to my United States colleague this morning 
most probably, as reported in my telegram No, 371. I understand that he has 
ly made communication to my Soviet colleague. Syrian Government are 
‘similar action, but [ have not yet received their communication. _ 
2 Syrian President, after returning from the meeting, was taken serionsly 
ill, apparently with recrudescence of the trouble from which he nearly died last 
year. British military doctor, at the request of the Syrian Government, has been 
sent urgently to Damascus with the necessary apparatus for blood transfusion, 


[31729] 12 
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2. Te-may well be that news of the presentation of the notes of protest. and 
of President's illness may have at least temporary calming effect on. Syrians 
Lebanese Government are confident that they for their part can prevent disorders 
im Lebanon.” To-day Botrut and Damascus are still closed. Demonstrations are 
continuing in the latter, but are so far orderly 


[1B 9644/12/89) ) 


Mr. Shone to Mr, Eden —(Réceived 2nd June.) 
(No. 82) : 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut presents his compliments to the Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, with reference to Beirut telegrams to 
the Foreign Office Nos. 369 and $70 of the 19h May and No, 377 of the 20th May 
has the honour to transmit to him (1) a copy of a note, No, 438, from the 
Tebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs to His Majesty's Minister dated the 
10th May, 1945, and (2) a copy of a note, No. 433, from the Lebanese Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs to French dated the 19th May, 1045, concerning the protest 
‘ngainst the arrival af French reinforcements in the Levant States 


Britixh Legation, Beirwt, 
tt May, 1965, 


Enclosure 1 in (4), 


M. Henri Pharaon to Mr, Shone. 
No. 436.) 
Mie Ministre, Beyrouth, le 19 mai 1948 

‘AL Uhouneur de me référer & la note de ce Ministére'en date du 5 mai 
dernict qui a été transmise A yotre Excellence sous le No. 385 et de vous prier 
dle voulolr bien, trouver sous ce pli le texte d'une note que j'ai remise A In 
Déldgation Générale Ala date du 19 wai, 1945, : 

‘Aisi quo votre Excellence youdra bien s'en rendre compte, le Gouvernement 
Libanais y définit sa position sur le plan des rapports libano-francais & la suite 
de I'introduction répétée sur le torritoire libabats de forces armées francaises et 
hotamment du débarquement i Beyrouth de nouvelles troupes frangaises arrivées 
sur un nayire de guerre le 17 mai 1945. Sab 

Le Gouvernement, pleiiement conscient de ses responsabilités, a déployé les 

jus grands efforts en vue de maintenir le calme au cours des déplorables 
énements de ces dern set, d'une maniére plus générale, au cours des 
‘mois écoulés pour créer un chimat favorable A des conversations avec les autorités 


Frangaises, 
"Yee plait, d’ailleurs, & invoquor lo uénoignage que dane un de nos récats 


catretiens votre Excellence elle-mbme a bien vouly porter sur T'action pondérée 
et des autorités libanaises. 

"fi Gouvernement. regrette de constater qu’h la bonne volonté constamment 
manifentée de ea part, aucune disposition correspondante n'a répondu du cité 
francais, et que bien plus on a. pu observer nécemment une’ recrudescence 
dTincdentsb earatie provoatote dont les coaéquences sur Tat esprit de 
Jn population auraient’ pa etre extrémement ficheuses, ai le Gouvernement, 
Susie Ne a devoirs et ce a dignit ‘n'y avait remédié par des mesures 
Appropriéea d'apaisement & l'opinion publique: 

sis Le Gouvernement réitdre qu'il ne saurait admettre l'entrée ou le passage sur 
son territoire de troupes @rangbres sans son coneentement préalable et expres. Il 
fonsidbre plus particulitrement que Varrivée de troupes francaises dans les 
‘Citconstances actuelles constitue tune grave menace pour Ia Liberté des négociations 
‘amicales qu'il envisageatt d'onvrir avec les autorités frangaises en vue d'une 
solution des litiges en souffrance entre le Liban et la France. 

Cette inquiétante considération trouve, au demeurant, dans la succession des 
faite tels qu'lls #0 sont produits depuis le retour du Général Beynet au Liban, 
le plas solide des fondements. 

En effet, rentrant de France, of il avait’ pris cotitaet avee son Gouvernement, 
Te Général Beynet m’avait rendn A Voccasion de son retour une visite, au coure 
Ge laquelle il ne ‘mtavait fourat ancune indication “ear lee grandes’ lignes 
éventuelles dtm réglement des problémes pendants 











ua 


Ce n'est qu'aprés le noavean débarguement des troupes frangaises interven 
JeA7 mai que le Général Beynet a fait connaitre pat un ardeanémoire au 
Gouvernement Libanais les conceptions frangaises & cet égard, conceptions, je 
mempresse de le-dire, qui ne tiennent aucun compte de l'indépendance du, Liban, 
dee mecoonaissanees ont cette indépendance a été Vobjet, de la position 
internatiouale du Liban, mais qui subordonnent au contraire V'indépendance da 
Liban i la satisfaction des désirs frangais. 

Le Gouvernement Libanais en conclut logiquement que, loin d’'étre nécessit 
pix, soins militaire gosi quits sien, Paox de troupes frangatses a 

han est manifestement destiné & exercer sur iui une pression. 

ne doute pas que son point de vue soit parfaitement admis par ls ators 

britanniques et qu'il puisse attendre ett l'occurrence l'aide la. plus eflicace du 


Gow de Sa Majesté 
Veuiller agréer, de 
HENRI PHARAON, 


Enclosure 2 in (4). 


Note remise d la Dilégation Générale le 19 wai 1945, 
(No. 438) 


Bien plo sans tenir compte de Veflt regrettable produit par toxin 
ainsi visés, Je Gouvernement Libanais était encore disposé a enti 
‘égocintions avec les autorités frangaises 

TI doit réatfirmer aujourd'hui la position qu'il a déja prise en ve q 
Vintroduction de troupes étrangéres mur sot territoire et préciser, tine fo 
plus, qu'il tient pour hautement inopportune l'arrivée de nouveaux eflectifs 
miliiaires au Liban, 

Le Gouvernement Libanait a clairement fait connaitre le 3 mai qu'il ne 
pourrait pas admettre & Vavenir que des forves érangéres entrent. ou passont 
tur on lerritoire sane, won conentement préalable @t expres dive on 
‘conséquence une vive protestation contre le débarguement & Beyrouth de, troupes 
Sraneaives arrivés, le 17 mai 1045, aur un navire de guerre sans qu'il y ait 

lablement consenti, alors que cependant, en remettant i son Excelletice le 
te Ostrorog la note du G mai 1045, ot ullérienretent au cours de l'entretien 
qu ae aver son Excellence le Général Beytat lo 14 nai suivant, le Ministre 
Affaires étrangires avait bien priécisé “k ponvean de vive voi 
représentants de la France Jo point de vue div Gouvernement Libanais en la 
matiére, 

Parlant au nom du Gouvernement Libanais et an nom du Gouvernement 
Syricn, son Excellence M. Henri Pharaon ayait ajouté que, dans lo cas oi! de 
noovelles troupes frangaises seraient amenées au Liban et en Syrie sans. le 
consentement des Gouvernements intéressés, le Gouvernement Libanais et Ie 
Gouvernement Syrien prendraient telles mesures que dicteraient les circonstances, 

‘Son Excellence le Général Beynet avait promis de saisir son Gouvernetnent 
de ce point de vne et de faire connaitre sa réponse. 

Aucune réponse n'a éé fournie et de nouvelles troupes sont arrivées, 

Le Gomn  Libanais souligne que, la guerre en Europe ayant pris fit, 

ne justifie Marrivée de nouvelles troupes frangaises an 

TI estime an contraire que Varrivée de ces troupes, dans les circonstances 

lien, constitue non seulement une atteinte & son indépendance et sa 

soaveraineté, mais encore tne pression inadmissible & Mheure oit sont enivisauées 

des négociations entre le Liban et Ia France 

Want que cette protestation n’ait &é remise au repirésentant de ta France, 

son Excellence M. Henri Pharaon, de passage A ‘Datase pour i ative sree le 

Gouvernement Syrien, a été sisi au conrs d'une réunion au Ministere des Affaires 
[31799] 13 
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Gtrangires de Syrie le 18 mai 1945, réunion A laquelle il. prenait part avec le 
Ministre des Afuires étrangires de’ Syrie et Je représentant de ix France, par 
son Excellence le Général Beynet d'un aide-mémoire du Gouvernement Frangais 
indignant les grandes lignes des négociations éventuelles. Ce document comparte 
iessouhait que es Gouvernements Libana et Syrien exeroeot leur pleine autorits 
sans entrave ni obstacle d’aucune sorte. 

Il est manifeste que cette condition indispensable ne saurait s'accorder avee 
les circonstances préctdemment exposes. -L'arrivée des troupes frangaises sans 
Faccord du Gouvernement: Libanais et contre sa volonté a trés évidemment le 
caractire d'une contrainte et dune menace, 

‘Dans ces conditions le Gouvernement Libanais déclare qu'il n'est. pas en 
mesure de nfgecier sos 1 mance dela force armée een éplorant ce qui arrive, 
ne peut que dégager entidrement sa responsabilité jap 

Tl doit ajouter que l'aide-mémoite tel qu'il se présente révile un état d'esprit 
cet dex propositions iticompatibles aver I'indépendance et la souveraineté du Liban, 

Le Gouvernement Libanais fait ce sujet, en renouvelant *a protestation 
solennelle, les plus expresses réserves 


Beyrouth, le 19 mai 1945. 


(1B 3645/12/89) 6) 


Mr, Shane to Mr. Eden—(Received 2nd June.) 
(No, 

HIS Majesty’ Minislor a Beirut’ prosenla i complimenie to. thé 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, with reference to Beirut telegram 
No. 877 of the 20th May. 1945, has the honour to transmit to him a, copy of 
letter from the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs concerning the arrival. of 
French troops in the Levant, 


British Legation, Beirut, 22nd May, 1945. 


Enclosure in (6). 
amit Mardam Bey to Mr. Shone. 


M. le Ministre, Damas, le 20 mai 1945. 
SAL V'honneur de faire parvenir sous ce pli & votre Excellence copie d'une 
note que j'ai adressée au Général Beynet A la suite du dernier débarquement de 
troupes frangaises arrivées & Beyrouih le 17 mai 1945, sur un uavire de guerre, 
et ett réponse i un aide-mémoire remis par lui au Gouvernement Syrien 
‘Le Gouvernement Syrien croit devoir & cette occasion réaffirmer la position 
qu'il prise en ce qui concerne les troupes étrangbres dont il ne saurait admettre 
entrée on le passage sur son territoire sans son consentement préalable et expres 
En ce qui concerne les troupes frangaises en particulier, il estime que leur arrivée 
1 Liban et en Syrie constitue une grave menace pour la liberté des négeciations 
‘enviaagées pour le rbglement des problémes en suspens entre la Syrie et Ia France 
Le Gouvernement Syrien voudrait signaler que pleinement conscient de ses 
it 8 alan es plos grands eflorts en vue de maintoni le calme 
fan cours des déplorahles Gvénements de ces derniers jours et, d'une maniére 
kénérale, au cours des mois Goulés pour créer un climat favorable & des 
Conversations aves les autorités frangaises. 
TI regrette de constater qu’a la tonne volonté constamment manifestée de 
part, aicune disposition correspondante n'a réponda du itd frangais et que 
bien plus on a pu observer récemment une recrudescence d'ineidents & caractore 
provocitoire dont les conséquences sur 1'état d’esprit de la population auraient 
Wu tre extrémement fachcuses, si le Gouvernement, souciex de sex devoirs et 
ena gaits, n'y avait remdié par dew mewares appropri d'apainement & 
Yopinion publique. 
oPrTsinguidtate siscite par le débarquement des troupes francaises troave, 
demeurant, dans la succession des faits, tels qu'ils se sont produits depuis le retour 
‘du Général Beynet, les plus solides des fondements. varies 
Le 1 mat 1945, le Général Beynet. an cours d'un entretion qu'il a ew A 
17 heures 30, aw Palais de Moubajrine, avec son Excellence le Président de la 
République Syrienne, en présence de son Excellence M. Jamil Mardam Bey, 
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Président du Conseil pi. Ministre des. Affaires étrangtres, avait déclaré.qu’il 
ait chargé par son Excellence le Général de Gaulle d’infortoer le Gouvernement 
Syrien que ln France était disposée i oéder A la Syrie et au Liban les troupes 
ites spéciales tout en se réservant d’¢tadier les modalités de leur transfert, Ta 

‘en outre que Ja France demanderait la concession de bases navaies au 
Liban et aériennes en Syrie ainsi que la garantie de ses intéréts matériels et see 
intéréts moraux, auxguels se rattacherait la conclusion d'une convention 
universitaire. 

Sou Excellence le Président de la République et son Excellence le Président 
du Conseil p.i, tout en faisant remarquer que e'était pour Ia premibre fois que 
Ja France formulait de telles demandes, en ont souligné Je caractére inacceptable 

Le lendemain, vendredi 15 mai, \ onze heures, le Général Beynet, devait 
remettre & lears Excellences les Ministres des Aflaires étrangbres de Syrie ct du 
Liban une note relative au sujet ayant été Vobjet de lentretict 

TL leur & remis, en effet, un aide-mémoire énoncant les demandes Lrangaises 
formulées la veille. 

‘Or, non seulement cet aide-mémoire subordonne le transfert des troupes 
spéoiales & V'acceptation par la Syrie et le Liban de Voctroi des bases demandées 
eb la conclusion d’accords universitaires et économiques, mais il Jes zaintient 
sous le haut commandement francais pour une période indéterminge, dépendant 
des circonstances A venir. 

‘Le Gouvernement Syrien en conclut logiquement que, loin d’étre névessité 
far es soins iltaires guels quis sent Vaux de iroopes frangaise at 

ibn et en Syrie est manifestement desting A exercer npe pression sur les deux 
Gouvernementa, 

Tl s'empresse de déclarer, en outre, que les conceptions frangaises exposées 
dans cot aide-mémoire ne tiennent aucun compte de Vindépendance de la Syrio, 
es reconnaissances dont cette indépendance a éé Yobjct et de In poxition 
internationale de ta Syrie, mais elles subordonnent, au contraire, Vindépendance 
de Ia Syrie i Ia satisfaction des désirs francais 

Le Gouvernement Syrien ne doute pas q int de vue soit parfaitement 

dimis par les autorités britanniques et qu'il Attendre en Voceurrence 
T'aide Ik plas effcace du Gouvernement de Ba Majesté 
Veuillez agréer, &0 
Le Ministre dex Affaires étrangéros, 
JAMIL MARDAM HEY 


Note remise au Général Beynet te 20 mai 1945. 


LE, Gouvernement Syrien, gui «était appligué a créer ane atmosphire de 


‘calme favorable pour régler définitivement les problémes en suspens entre la Syrie 

et la France, avait ét6 conduit & déplorer que fes incidents provoqués par cortains 

ements militares des forces frangaies etwsent singulidrement réduit la porte 
ses efforts. 

rot de son devoiraujourd hai de mainenie la position qa'il u dé prise 
en ce qui concerne l'entnée des troupes étrangéres sur som territoire et préviser, 
tune fois de plus, qu'il tient pour hautement inopportune Varrivée de ouvean 
llectifs militaires en Syrie et an Liban. 

Le Gouvernement Syrien a clairement fait connaitre le 4 mai qu'il ne 
pourrait admettre & l'avenir que des forces étrangéres entrent o0 parent Sut #00 
Aerritaire sans son consentement préalable et exprés. Il éléve en conséquence nine 
‘ive provestation contre le détarqacment 4 Beyroath ide. troupes ‘rangattes 
arrivees le 17 mai 1945, sur un navire de guerre, sans qu'il y ait préalablement 
consenti, alors que cependant, en remettant & son Excellence le Comte Ostrorog 
la note du 6 mai 1945, le Ministre des Affaires étrangeres Jui avait bien préciat 
Je point de vue du Gouvernement Syrien en In matitre 

Ultérienrement, parlant au som du Gouvernement Libanais @t au nom du 
Gouvernement Syrien, son Excellence M. Henri Pharaon, Ministre des Affaires 
Gtrangéres du Liban, avait bien mis en relief, dans le cas'oi de nouvelles trou 
francaises seraient amenées au Liban et en Syrie sans le consentement préalable 
des Gouvernements intéressés, Je Gouvernement Libanais et le Gouvernement 
Syrien prendraient telles mesures que dicteraient les circonstances. 

Son_ Excellence le Général Beynet avait promis de saisir son Gouvernement 
de ce point de ve et de faire connaitre sa réponse, Or, aucune réponse n'a Ue 
fonrnie et de nouvelles troupes sont arrivées. 
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Le 47 mai’ 1945 le Général Reynet, au cours de Ventretien qu'il a eu 
17 heares 30 an Palais de Mouhajrine, avec son Extellence le President de Ia 
République Syrieune, en présence de son Excellence M. Jamil. Mardam Bey. 
President du Conseil p.., Ministre des Aaires étranghres, avait décaré qu'il 
Gait chargé par son Excellence le Général de Gaulle d informer le Goavernement 

rien que Ia France ait disposée h Géder Ala Syrie et au Litan les troupes dites 
les tout en se réservant d'étudier les modalités ndéquates de leur transfert. 

Tia déclaré qu’en outr, la France demanderait la concession de bases navales 
aw Liban ot adricanes en Sprie'sinsi que la garantie do tea intécdta matériel ct 
Tmoranx auxquels se rattacherait la conclusion dune convention universitaire 

Son Excellence le Président de la République et son Excellence le Président 
du Conse p.., tout en faisant remarquer que Cétait pour la premitre fois que la 
France formulait de telles demandes, en ont souligné le caractere inacceptable. 

Tl fut conven qu’ Tissue de rentretien ‘son Excellence le Général 
Boynet, muni d'une nate écrite sur le sujet ayant été Wobjet de T'entretien, so 
reidrait le lendemain, vendredi 18, & 11 heures au Ministéve, ob 100 Excellence 
ie Ministre des Adaites étrangéres le recevrait en priseuce de son Excellence 
M. Henti Pharaon, Ministre des Affaires éerangéres du Liban. 

Te leadermain, son Excellence le Général Beynet, au cours de sa visite aus 
citée, a remish son Excellonce le Ministre des Affatres étrangires un aide-mémoire 
fnongant les demandes francaises formulées la. ville. 

Jf, non seulement cet aide-mémoire subordonne le transfert des troupes 
spéoiales h Tacceptation par la Syrie tle Liban de Toctrot des bases demandes 
eC A la conclusion d’accords universitaires et &onomiques, mais il les maititient 
tous le haut commandement frangain pour une période indéterminée, dépendant 
‘dow eircontances Avene 

‘Devant ces faits, le Gouvernement Syrien, qui pourtant avait apporté 
plosieury reprises la preuve tangible de son esprit de conciliation et de son désir 
Feel de résoudre les problimes ett suspens entra in France ot la Syrie, délare que 
Taideménoire it un dat epi ot formule ds demands ixmpatiin oe 

indépendance et ln souverainets ayrienne, et il pe. peut donc cognger sur ces 
basen es nfgocations avec la Francs, < — 

TH alfieme, en outre, qu'il considre I'aflux des troupes frangaises en Syrie 
ct au Litan, ‘sans Je consentement préalable dex deux 
onstituant une attelnte fagrante A la wouveraineté et A Pindépondance 
fet revit Ie carnetire d'une pression inadmissible. 

‘Auai Te Gouvernement Syrien demande-til avec insistance que toutes les 
troupes étrangtres soient retirées de son territoire et que ses propres forces lui 
toient transférdes dans Je plus bref dala 





No. 27. 


would give France a 5 
forves in. Beirut. 
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it clear that France in her dealings with the Levant States intends to treat them 
4s fully sovereign and independeat members of comity of naticus. 

‘Note was communicated by: United States Embassy to Ministry for Foreign 
‘Affairs this morning without any prior consultation with this-embassy. Reason 
tgiven for this was that instractions eoutained nothing to that effec. 





(B 3624/8 /89) No. 


Extract from House of Commons Debates, Sst May 1945, 


Syria and Lebanon (British Intercention). 


Mr. Eden: 1 had to inform the House last night of a very serious situatio 
which bas developed in Syria, where there is fighting between Syrians and 
French troops, and I promised to keep the House fully informed as early as 
could of any decision Hie Majesty's Government might take, ‘The situation hax 
Aloterisrated atll farther since last night. Our Minister io Damascus reports 

wat there was heavy firing and shelling daring the night, and that two great 
rea were burning in, the centre of the city, about 1 mile apart but spreading. 
All telephone communication has iven, cut, between Damascus and the sea coast 
land we are only in touch with His Majesty's Minister by wireless, An artistice 
was arranged with the French military authorities yesterday afternoon and 
British and United States civilian colonies wore evacuated ftom Damascus 
‘After that the centre of the city was subjected to the heaviest and most concen- 
rated shell fire yet directed upon it, It was alio bombed from the air. 
Hon Members; ~* Shame.) ‘The Governor of Hama bas appealed to the 
Hit Amy to arrange an afmisice inorder Wal the Minny dead and wounded 
lay be evacuated 
The fighting has spread to other parts of Syria, notably Jebel Diuse, whiere 
French officers have been Laken prisoner....The President and the Government of 
‘Syria have sent au urgent appeal to His Majesty's Goveramont reminding us that 
‘we have endorsed the promise of independence and that we have also: said:that 
the treaty negotiations with Erance should be conducted freely and not under 
duress “The greatest concern hax been caused throughout the Middle East and 
serious fears are entertained for the state of tranquillity which ia mo necessary 
in that area if a vital line of communication ts the Far East ix not to be 
disturbed, Every possible effort has been made to enjoin calm on both aides 
fand I do not think that a farther appeal im this sens would have any effect. 
In all the circumstances, His Majesty's Government. haye come to the conclusion 
that they cannot any longer stand aside, and the Prime Minister hax accordingly 
today sent the following message to General de Gaulle : 

Tn view of the grave situation which has arisen between your troops 
and the Levant State, aid the severe fighting which has broken oat, we have, 
with profound regret, ordered the Commander-in-chief, Middle’ East, to 
Intervene to prevent the further effusion of blood in the interests of ‘the 
security of the whole Middle East which involves communications for the 


war against Japan. 
Fin order to avoid a collision between British and French forces, we 


request you immediately to order the French troops to coase fire and to 

Snithdraw to their barracks. Once firing has ceased and order has been 

Teatored, we shall be prepared to begin tripartite discussions here in 

London." 

1 feel sure that the House will agree with me im deploring: these events, and 
will share my hope that once order has beer'restored we shall be able to resume 
the diplomatic initiative whieh I mentioned last night, and to arrange a peace- 
Yul seulement which will be satisfactory to the parties: concerned. We also 
lave in mind, of course, arrangements by’ which the Syrian and Lebanese 
Governments will be associated with these discussions. We are in closest touch 
With all the Governments concerned, including: the United States Government, 
Tut T would not wish to say tore about the diplomatic arrangements which we 

icuplate at this stage. T feel sure the House will also share my hope that 
Hothing shall be said at this stage which would make that diplomatic initiative 


more difficult. 

























































































Mr.-A tilee: Lam sure everybody will agree in deploring these events and the 
bloodshed between our Alley aid, under these circumstances, we have no option, 
with our responsibilities but to endeavour to restore order. We all hope that 
negotiations may be resumed, and I would ask the Foreign Secretary—I am sure 
he will agreo—that if we can get this settled, the sooner we can get both the French 
troops and our own out of Syria the better. 


‘Mr. Eden: Lam much obliged to the right hon. Gentleman for what be has 
said, and I am in entire agreement with everything that he has said. Our 
desire throughout has been to get a settlement of this troublemme business, and 
T think it is abundantly clear to all—and T am glad he has underlined it—that 
wwe desire to withdraw our (roops the moment a settlement can be reacted. 


Mr. Gallacher: 1 would like, if 1 haye any influence, to use it to get the 
French Government—the strong Government in this situation—to case off. It 
is a terrible thing that there should have been such a situation, and L hope the 
effort to get the French Government to ease off and to allow negotiations to take 
place will succeed, but I would like above everything else to impress on the Leader 
Of the House, arising out of the letter sent by the Prime Minister—which I hope 
will have a good efect—that we must, nt all costs, avoid a forther extension of 
the conflict in the form of the British forces coming rnte conflict with the French 
forces, ‘That would be very terrible, 

Mr. Bden : T think the House, which has watched the events for some weeks, 
‘aid especially in the last few days, will understand how immensely anxious we 
have been to avoid this very ‘We have not acted until our over-all 
rusponnibility was 9 serions th ply had to act, or stand by and see 
situation develop which would have tux all, need not tell the hoo, 
Gentleman i: than T am to see that this matter 
does not reault in any seriows injury ti 
friends will do ax we have asked aod nsked them repeatediy to do, to resolve 
theso dificult iaines, they will be welcomed in Loudon and we ahall do our utmost 
to make thoae conversations a success 





(B 3862/8/80) No. 29. 
Record of Conversation between the French Ambassador and Mr, Eden 


‘THE, Fronch Ambassador called at hin request on the Secretary of State this 
evening. His fist remarke was to ask why Mr, Ken had published the text of 
the metsage from the Prime Minister to General de Gaulle who, he raid, had not 
Fecived it atthe time Mr, Kaen made his statement in the House of Commons 

‘The Secretary of Stato said that he had felt that. the. situation 
according to reporte received this morning had become so bad that nothi 
te left undone which might stop the fighting. He had felt that the announcement 
thot, British troops. would. intervene hight poy case the French trope and 
the Syrian population to cease the strife. General Paget would not receive his 
instructions before this evening aud in the meantime worse things might have 
happened. The Secretary of State emphasised that the great thing for 
French Government to do now was to say at once that they’ would take part in 
the proposed conversations im London, and it was open to them in saying this 
to slate that they disapproved of the action taken, but that they were ready 
to distuss matters with His Majesty's Government and the Americans in. the 
Intonete of a solution of the problem ; 

"The Secretary of State gave to the Auhassador the text of Mr. Attice’s 
remarks in the House of Commons and of his reply to these and to Mr. Gallacher'« 
Intervention, calling attention to the toue of bis remarks and the emphasis laid 
tn the desire of His Majesty's Gavernment to engage in conversations and make 
them a success: f fz 

in reply toa remark of the Secretary of State, M. Massigli referred to Britieh 
officers (208 always British by blood or-nationality) who he considered were 
Teally making trouble aud acting as” agents of General Spears.” The Secretary 
SF State aid that if tere wens realy anything i thew alegatins be, would be 

fod to know, the ames of the officers andthe activities laid to their change 
Fiday cases if conversations with the French Goveroment took place all eards 
about te laid on the table and all parties shonld state anything they had to 
complain of 
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‘The Ambassador left saying that he would at once telephone the: texts the 
Secretary of State had given him to his Government, and asked to be told as soon 
as any reply was received by the Prime Minister to his message to General 

le Gaul 

he Secretary af State called the Ambassador's attention to his remarks in 
the House of Commons about the association of the Governments of Syria and the 
Lebanon with the Anglo-Franco-United States discussions in London, He 
explained that it had been essential to say this and that he contemplated that 
the Levant States Governments should be kept in close touch with what took 
place in the conversations 

RL. CAMPBE 


Poreign Office, 31st May, 1945. 





(B 3648 420/ 
Mr. Duff Cooper to Mr. Eden.—(Received 2nd June’) 


No. 573. Secret.) 

HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Parie presente his compliments to 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, with 
reference to Paris telegram to the Foreign Office, No. 783, has the honour to 
transmit to Kim a copy of Note No, 518, dated 28th May, from the United Stator 
Ambassador, Paria, to the Minister for Foreign Af_airs, concerning Syria and 


Paris, 30th May, 1945. 


Enclosure in No. 30, 


Mr. Caffery to M. Bidault. 
(No. 518. Secret.) fe 


frteteacy, Paris, 20h Moy, 1045 

THAVE teen instructed by my Governmont to convey to the Government of 
France the deep concern which my Government feels with regard 10. recent 
developments in Syria und Lebanon, 

‘An. impression haa been created in the United States and elsewhere that 
French representatives have been using the threat of force to obtain from Syrit 
‘and Lebanon concessions of a political, cultutal and military nature. It is under- 
stood that, at time when the French Delgate-General to the Levant States was 
presenting to the Governments of Syria nnd Lebanon proposals which, if nccepted, 
‘would give France special position in those countries, French warship was 
landing fresh armed forces in Beirut, 

Syria and Lebanon are recognised by France and the United States as itide- 
pendent countries. They are also members of the United Nations whose repre- 
Sentatives, including representatives of France and of the United State, are now 
discussing in San Francisco means for guaranteeing world security and for 
combating aggression. 

Tt is important, at the very time when the International Security Organisa- 
tion isin proses of being creted at San Franciaco; that in order to i 
confidence in ite future effectiveness, all nations, both great and small, refrain 
from any act which might give rise to a euspicion—however unjustified—that a 
member of the future organisation may be pursuing a policy not in uniformity 
Sith the spirit and: principles which that organieaion being established to 
defend, 

“The United States places a great value upon the historic friendship which, 
since its founding, has bound it to France. Tt considers that France and the 
United States, which share the inheritance of common democratic past, have a 
particolar responsibility for the vitality and influence of the democratic tra 
Hon, and that the extent to which that tradition will continue to influence the 
Course of history depends upon the manner’ in which the great nations which 
are t= make use of their position and their power and upon their 
willingness to co-operate with one another. 































































































‘The Government of the United States, therefore, ina most’ friendly spirit. 
earnestly urges the Government of France carefully to review its policy towards 
Syria and Lebanon with the purpose of finding a way to make it clear to those 
‘world that, in its dealings with the Levant States, France 
5 fully sovereign and independent members of the family 

of nations. 





(B 3681 /8/80) 
The Soviet Ambassador to Mr. Eden—(Received 2nd June.) 


M. le Ministre, Let June, 1945. 

‘On the instructions of the Soviet Government I have the honour to convey 10 
‘you the following -— 

‘According to information reveived, fighting is at present taking place on the 
territory of Syria and the Lebanou, and the French troops have come into conflict 
with the Syrians and Lebanese, fring with artillery and mortars on Damascus, the 
tapital of Syria, Damascus is being hombed from the air. Armed conflicts are 
also. taking place in several other towns of Sys and the Lebanon, and the number 
Sf killed nad wounded is inoreasing daily. ‘The position is nguravated by the fart 
that the three States in question—France, Syria and the Lebanon—are members 
of the United Nations, and are participating in the conference now in session at 
San Francisco. 

The Soviet Government considers that the events in Syria and the Lebanon 
fare not In accordance with the spirit of the decisions taken at Dumbarton Onkx 
‘or with the aims of the Conference of the United Nations now in session at 
San’ Franco forthe parpone of founding an erganiaation for gvarantecing 
peace and the socarity of the peoples. ‘The Soviet Government therefore considers 
That urgent measures should be taken to bring the fighting in Syria and the 
Lebanon to a conclusion and to settle by peaceful means the conflict which has 


founding the post-war organination of peace and international security 
Tam, &. 
FT, GOUSEV. 





[B 3688 /8/80) No. 32 
Mr. Duff Cooper to Mr, Eden —(Received You June) 


(No. 814) 
(Telegraph Paris, not Sune, 945, 

"SRORNING papers the 2nd June publish folowing communique saved by 
Presidency of Counoil -— 


in. 

Hie tha ath May French troops of certain Syrian garrisons in, particular 
Aleppo, Homs, Hama and Damancus, as well as several French military and 
Civilian establishments, have been sporadically attacked by armed bands, at head 
of which were often elements of local gendarmerie and police subordinate to 
Syrian Government. 

"2 These disorders began the day after General Beynet, delegate-geveral and 
plenipotentiary of France, bad invited Syrian and Lebanese Governments to besin 
Regotiationis on basis of instructions which he had received from French Govern 
tient. Our troops had to react and mastered situation everywhere, except in 
ebel Druise territory: which was only, held by fow locally-reeruited ‘squadrons 
‘Our losses amounted in all toabout twelve killed. At Damascus it was necessary 
to. use artillery of 

‘3. In the desire for détence, and to comply with request of British Govern: 
‘ment alleging its apprehension that Syrian incidents would produce repercussions 
in other arcas in the Near East, French Government at 11 p.m. on the 30th May 
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(some newspapers give earlier official version, nmanely,. the 31st May) ordered 
French forces of Levant to cease fre. ‘This order was extcuted the 31st May 

4. Aim of French Government was to create, if possible, atmosphere more 
favourable for conversations with American and British Governments and, 
eventually, with Governments of various Arab States, covering whole of situat 
in Near East, and of which, moreover, Soviet Government should at leet 
info:med 

‘5. On the Sist May at-4-30 pm. Mr, Holman, counsellor of British Embassy, 
brought to Presidency of Government text of message addressed by Mr, Churchill 
to General de Gaulle, which had been read at 3-45 by Mr- Eden in Howse of 

‘emmons. 

6. As this telegram, drafted in tone and form that it was, fad been thus 
published, it could only involve public reply, which President’ of Provisional 
Goreramcat of Republic has judged it preferable not to adress to British Prime 

inister. 

7. Orders given to French troops by French Government are to cease fire 
‘and hold their position. [Ends.] 

8. Press states that Council of Ministers yesterday heard report. from 
Bidault about international situation and Syrian incidents. Government approved 
instroctions given to Beynet with view to avoiding any pretext for new agitation, 
while holding positions accupied by French troops. Minister of War was requested 
to express to trogp of Levant entire confidence of Government Lnpired com. 
ment adds that offcial circles state that to judge by most recent reports incidents 
‘of last few days have been seriously exaggerated. Further, according to latest 
reports of delegate-general, situation in Levant ix evolving towards return to 
calm. Gorernment took note of artificial character of agitation 

9. Press states that de Gaulle will give press conference at 3°30 p.m. this 
afternoon, at which he will define position of French Government as regards Syria, 

Th ‘at hour not yet fixed. he will broadcast 

10. “oreigen Affairs Committee of Consultative Assembly 
discussed Levant situation yesterday 

‘There was evidently considerable criticism of Government. Committee have 
asked to be received by de Ganlle before his press conference. 


No. 39, 


Mr, Duff Cooper to Mr. Kien —(Received tril June.) 
(No. S28) 
(Telegraphic) Paris, rd June, W945, 

fy telegram No, 814 

Following is summary of General de (Gaulle’s press conference on Levant 
situation on Sad June — 

After referring to the long history of the Syrian problem, the Sykes-Picot 
agreement and the settlement after the last war, he said that difficulties had 
arisen since France and Britain were established side by side in the Near East 
France's aim had never changed, namely, to lead Syria and Lebanon to independ. 
‘ence and the greatest possibie economic development, The task was complicated 
both by the political and geographical structure of the Levant States and by 
British attitude. ‘The British had often. said, and perhaps believed, that they 
‘wished to leave France to act in the Levant as she thought best, but unfortunately, 
they had not always done so. He would not descrite all the incidents resulting, 
from this attitude, but only those which had arisen and grown more serious sine 
the temporary misfortunes of France immeasurably increased opportunities for 
British encroachments. In 1941 Free ‘ook the initiative to enter Syria, 
leading Britain with her. To avoid diffi ch he foresaw he signed the 
Lyttelton-de Gaulle agreement. He then summarised agreement, adding that 
France at the same time proclaimed the independence of Syria and Lebanon and 
declared herself ready to negotiate with them the practical conditions of enjoy 
‘ment of this independence. 

2. _In spite of dificalties, all the attributes of independence had been given 
successfully to the Levant States. France now retained only one power given by 
mandate. Namely, military command over volunteers. in T Spéciles 
employed precisely for the maintenance of order. Since nearly all French troops 
in Syria had been withdrawn to fight from Bir Hakim to France, and only 4,000 

MW) remained, British had retained in whole of Near and Middle East 

































































(Orient) considerable land, sew and air forces amounting at present to 600,000 
‘8. ‘The general continued 


possession of certain bases such as 
British and also for the moment United States possessions in this area, with 
view to preparing international strategic co-operation in this traditional area. 

4, During first days of May, Heynet, who had given French proposals 1 
Levant Governments, found himself informed that these proposals were not 
acceptable and that it consequently appeared useless to negotiate. At same time 
incidents began to break out everywhere from Sth May and spread to several 
Syrian towns, particularly Aleppo, Homs, Hama and Damascus. Armed bands, 
often helped by Syrian police and gendarmerie, which forces unfortunately carry 
‘arms supplied to them by British authorities. in spite of all our long-standing 
warnings on this subject, attacked various French military and even civilian 
establishments. There wore some killed and French troops had to react and 
reestablish order which except in Jebel Druse, they did everywhere, often with 
some difficulty as in Damascus, where certain French establishments were 
surrounded hy crowds and gendarmes, and artillery and one airvraft had to be 
used to disengage them. 

6 


thus to renounce French ri 
itructed them to cease fire, to ho 
and 
6. General then referred to the receipt of Prime Minister's message at 
1630 hours on Ist May after your statement in the House underlining reference 
ins between French and British troops. He said that this 
" ed and would change nothing im orders to French troops 
He had thought it better not to reply to this public message. Sitnation was most 
‘unsatisfactory and indeed dangerous. Tt would he monstrous absurdity if, after 
ending war against Germany, bloody incidents between two Allies now occurred. 
Te wan principally to provent auch collisions that the French Government stopped 
ction of the troops in the Levant and is keeping them on their positions pending 
ification of the situation. > Gea 5 
7. General continued: “To get oot of this situation which is evidently 
vory bitter for France and for international ration, varions solutions appear 
to be proposed. ‘France has made it known that ahe iy ready to negotiate but 
only over the whole matter and not only about the Levant States, which are only 
part of the whole of Arab States. As between Britain and France and as regards 
the Levant, the question is already settled by Lyttelton-de Ganlle agreement which 
it only remains to apply. Matter must be treated as a whole, i.e, on the basis 
of whole Near and Middle East. Further, the British ha 

their action in the Levant by their interest in repercuss r 
States. Conversely, events in Arab States such ax Palestine, Traq or even Egypt 
evidently interest France and not only France. United States have made known 
their position by advising restoration of order and Soviet Government have just 
‘a communiqué indicating their interest in this region. — The solution, 
through none of our doing, ean no longer be a Franco-British one and now passes 
to sphere of international co-operation. France seet no disadvantage in thie 
There would then be many interested parties, great Powers, Arab States and 
others.” Near Eastern question could then be handled in a normal and, T hope. 
ific manner on the hasis of international co-operation where it would have 
Feen placed by regrettable encroachments due to rivalry. T do not know what 
will be the solntion finally adopted but France is ready to negotiate with all those 
concerned and, if possible, in common, on the basis of international co-operation. 
Perhaps this will be the first sphere in which trac international co-operation 
‘sach as we tre now trying to establish at San Francisco can at last come about."” 


wr 


8, After stating that neither he nor the French people felt any 
towards the British nation, for whom they had the highest regard, the General 
continued: "There are, however, interests which are opposed to ours in a way 
Which we cannot accept.’ The interests of both sides must-be reconciled and their 
Positions defined. We must put an end to ‘dictate’ and crises. Such is the 
Gesire of France, who is doing all she can to achieve it and will continue to do 
50 but only to the limit of ber endurance.” 

9. ‘The General concluded by saying that the whole French people were 
united behind its Government on this issue. They were equally united in the 
desire to see such matters settled by sincere international co-operation. Finally, 
he said that the syste of trying to settle matters without participation of those 
concerned could not have good results. 

10. The General then replied to questions. Asked whether he proposed to 
refuse the invitation to negotiate in London be said that unforgettable as had 
been their reception there in 1940 they preferred to be invited otherwise than they 
hhad been. The invitation would then be more likely to be accepted. 

11. He welcomed the Soviet Union's interest in pacific settlement) of the 
Preset difficulties in the Near and Middle Fast 

12. Asked whether Spears’ departure had meant a change in policy. he 
replied that he eoald not suppose that for three years Spears had followed x 
policy other than that of his Government 

sked whether French had requested the recall of other seniof ‘British 
olicials as well as Spears, he said that any list of those whose recall was deslrable 
would ave been endless. Much friction would have been avoided if in accordance 
with Lyttelton-de Gaulle agreeteut no attempt had been made to replace Fvetich 
by foreign personnel 

13." Asked whether His Majesty's Government had. advised ajgainst the 
despatch of reinforcements, he said that ever since His Majesty's Goverument 
established themselves in the Levant they had opposed increase of French forces. 
Certain most painful incidents bad resulted. As soon as the German war onded, 
France no longer allowed these encroachments and sent troops to area where sho 
in responsible for order and rightly foresaw outbreak of troubles, 

iad Quamtimed att the dlay in publishing the cere fre order and about 
Prime Mintinter's message he said that correspondents in Syria telegraphed. the 
order immediately and it was certainly known to British Command, Ie repented 
that the Prime Minister's message changed nothing which mnde its publication 
all the more regrettable. 

15. He did not think the damage at Damascus war very great, but number 
dof shots had been fired and he regretted there were several funded. killed. nud 
‘wounded, “One battery and one aircraft had been ured 

16, “He denied that any Fascist French had contributed to the disorders, 
Bat there were certainly strong German influences in the area and on 8th May 
first incidents in Lebanon had consisted of a march of Palestinian troops: with 
forvtikas, through the streets of Beira 

rench troops in the Levant had no American lend-lease matorial 
fot yo Atkel whether Levant Governments hal given regen to think that tele 
refusal to negotiate n concerted oF st boy other Powers, the General 
Pte Levant Governments have a heeor of line 
wstioned about British suggestions that French had used excessive 
force, be said that like the British in Greece, the French had defended themselves 
tn ensomicaly as posible. 

in conchision he said: "1 do not wish to end withont saying that 

however painful, bitter and unjust the present situation is for us, T wowld like ta 

hope that it will not have too far-reaching consequences. ‘There are stich vast 

common interests between all those concerned that everything which conld lead to 

cllisions should be excluded completely from relations between great. States 

‘There is peace to be made in the interests of the whole world and of our civilisation 

and T do not think there is on earth one man or woman who can fail to recoaties 

that if this peace is not made well and quickly, by reciprocal comtcessions and in a 

real spirit of international solidarity, the future of the world would be disquictitig: 

We mast have peace. A new war would be the end of the world and the world 
wishes to live. “We must have peace and you will ace that we will make it" 
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(B 4364/8 /80) No, 34. 
Concervation between Sit R. 1. Campbell and the Syrian and Lebanese Ministers 


‘THE, Syrian and Lebanese Ministers called this morning at their request and 
handed me the attached note cerbale. When asked whether they were acting upon 
instructions from their Government, I got a rather vague reply in the form 

Yes, we are in agreement with our Government." Asked whether they 
purported to speak for the Arab League and whether this was. part of any 
Instructions they had, they replied that they were only setting out what were 
the koown dédiafons of the Leagua id the taatter of the coritreversy betweeo France 
and the Levant States (I made a point of putting this question as T would have 
shown unwillingness to receive a communication from them on tehalf of the 
League int a corporate capacity, But I think they took the point) 

"The ministers bean their remarks by saying that there seemed to be in the 
last fortnight ot so a campaign in the British press which they much deprecated, 
The object of this campaign seemed to be to convey the idea that the Arab 
countries were the enemies of all European countries, that the European countries 
should stand together to protect their position, and that, if it was the turn of 
France to be ejected now, it would be tl of Great Britain to-morrow. The 
ministers argued that it was not the moment to talk of Arab hostility for 

in when, in contrast to the situation which had developed in. the Middle 
between 1918 and 1940, British prestige was particularly high. They urged th 
that mistrust should not now be sown between the Arabs and the British when the 
latter's recent acts had produced confidence. ‘The press articles to which they hid 
referred, coupled with the remarks of the Prime Minister in the House of 
‘Commons on the 14th June, would be reprodiiced in the Middle East and sent from. 
country to enuntry, There would be repercussions there which, in turn, woukd be 
telegraphed buck to Europe, and misunderstanding and mistrust would result 
‘Tho Middle East would not understand the purport of this alleged press campaign 
when the whole tendency of the policy of Arab countries now united in thelt 
Loaxue was towards co-operation with Great Britain and a policy consonant 
with British policy, The articles particularly mentioned. by the ministers. were 
in last, week's Obsereer and Economist, and in the Whitehall Letter of the 
16th June, ‘Tho ministers stated that’ they had noticed in the Monde also 

nt of the ancument that France and Great Britain should stand together 
their interests ei-d-eie of the Arab countries. The whole line of 
nt and the suggestions favouring any maintenance of the French influence 
Lovant States gave the impression of being based on the idea of separate 
treatment for the Levant States and other Arab States, and the preservatio 
ation 10 the one and British domination in the other. ‘They 
this was not the policy of His Majesty's Government, but people 
leas well informed in the Middle Fast would receive that impression. 

The, Lebanese Minister referred to the Prime Minister's remark that His 
Majesty's Government would support French influence in Syria, and L explained 

m the significance of the words " but only in counsel.”” Boi: mi 
oft to sa¥ that any chance of maintenance of any special French influence was 
excluded, but, on being pressed, expressed a readiness to have due regard for 
French interests 

T called attention to what might appear at first sight an inconsistency in 
the note eerbale, viz., that while it was stated in the first. paragraph that the 
Lavant States were tinwilling to conclude any treaty with Erance, in the secon 
paragraph they spoke of establishing their relations with France on such bases 
of international Iaw as ordinarily govern the relations between States. Tt di 
not seem to me that the second question excluded the conclusion of a treaty, and 
L regretted that. the method of establishing relations with France on these bases 
‘and of regularising the position left over from the past should not be effected by a 
treaty which wonld have been not unnatural, and perhaps the simplest way. ‘The 
ministers said that a treaty with France alone was quite impossible after all that 
hhad happened, and that no treaty was noeded for the establishment of relations 
on the ordinary basis of good neighbourliness such as was customary between 
countries without treaty relations. The Syrian Minister remarked that be had 
noted from the press that M. Bidanlt was anwilling to enter a conference of the 
Kind that had, been talked of, but wished to refer the whole matter ‘to 
San Franciseo.”” That was all right by him (the Syrian Minister) 

‘On the subject of the French demand for a hase, they said this woold not have 
‘as its object the protection of French possess the Far East. It could only 
be designed to make possible the domination of the Levant States, 
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After some rather dramatic remarks from the Lebanese Minister to the effect 
that the Levant States were not prepared to barter away their liberty in any 
treaty but were, on the contrary, prepared quite calmly to die for it, and after 
further deprecating the alleged campaign in the British press, the ministers left 
Apart from the assertion of the firm position of their Governments, the 
ministers’ démarche may perhaps show a certain nervousness that’ the 
Tevant States cannot count on the blind and indiscriminate support of this 
{auntry for any postion they may take up. Tf this is so I thik it is quite 
ealthy as far as it goes. At the same time, it shows that we tust not sup} 
that tecanse of our intervention in Syria we shal te immune from the possibity 
of Arab opinion turaing against ts if we appear to that opinion to be giving to 
France sipport which it thinks derogatory to the full independence and 
sovereignty of the Levant Stat 
{undertook to report the ministers’ remarks to higher anthority and to look 
into the question of the press campaign which they alleged to exist 
A copy of the Keonomist article referred to by the minister is nttached,(’) 


R 1 CAMPBELL. 
Foreign Offoe, V0th June, 1946. 


Enclosure in No, 94. 


Note Verbate. 


THE Syrian and Lebanese Ministers, while expresting their high 
appreciation of the action of His Majesty's Government in the recent violent 
‘rinis in Syria, find it necessary. to avoid any misunderstanding, to affirm to Tis 
Majesty's Government that the Syrian and Lebanese Government and the Leagne 
of the Arab States as a whole are not willing to concede any influence to France 
‘or to conclade any treaty with ber. Twenty-five years of struggle, ending in the 
latest crisis, have proved that a policy hased upon the concession to France of 
any influence of the conclusion of a treaty is doomed to failure and leads only 
to bloodshed and disturbance of the peace 

Syria and the Lebanon are therefore determined (6 plat ad end to this tragedy 
‘and to establish their relations with France only on euch bases of (nternational 
law as ordinarily govern the relations hetween States 


() Not printed. 


(1B 4242/8/89) No. 86. 
Lieutenant Colonel Forester to Mr. Bden—(Received 18th June.) 


HIS Majesty's Minister at Damascus presents his compliments to the 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 

m2) 8 copy of ole on interview between BGS... Ninth Army 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson, American Legation, Colonel Coghill and General 
Humblot, on the 30th May, 1945; (2) a copy of note on. interview between B.G.S,, 
Ninth Anny, Mr, Young of British Legation, and Lebanese Prime Minister on 
the 30th May, 1945, regarding internal security in Levant States. 


Damaxcus, 6th June, 1945. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 35, 


AT 1350 hours on the 30th May, 1945, B.G.S, Ninth Army, accompanied 
ty Lieotenant-Colonel Jackson of the American Legation and Colonel Coghill of 
BS M. iaterviemed General Hunblet (0.0. FTL, 

GS. said that owing to the indiscriminate shoot the French in 
Damascus it had become necestry to eracaate the British al American colonies 
to a place of safety. The sub area commander asked General Oliva Roget for an 
armistice from midday to 1400 hours for this purpose. At 1200 hours the firing 
died down. At 1215 hours French lorries filled with troops overran all the main 
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streets firing wildly and indiscriminately at everybody and everything they saw. 
Tho evacuation could not be carried out. The army commander must. insist 
that an armistice to effect this evacuation be arranged aad he called upon General 
Humblot to iss the nevessary orders to General Oliva Roget and to soe that they 
were obeyed. 

General Humblot said that be knew nothing of this but promised to issue 
the necessary instructions and to give Ninth Army two. hours’ notice of the 
arranged time, 

B.G:S. said further that the G.0.C., Ninth Army, wished to appeal to General 
Humblot-as.a soldier to stop the inhuinan and unjustified slaughter which was 
going on in Damascus. French troops had been shelling and mortaring the town 
since daylight-apart from rifle and machine-gun fire. There could be no possible 
justification for this shooting, which was absolutely indierimibate,” The Orient 
Palace Hotel, had been badly damaged and two British offers inside it had been 
‘wounsded, one of whom had since died. This was intolerable, and it was necessary 
‘hat some restraint should be put upon those who. were directing it 

General Humblot said that the outbreak had been provoked by attacks by 
the gendarmerie on French barracks and installations and they must take the 

sequences of it. He complained that Ninth Army situation report had said 
that the outhreak was due to the French firing on some deserters. ‘This was quite 
untrue and had leen broadcast to many nddressees 

BGS. said that it was Ninth Army's business to report the facts as they 
could see them from the different sources available. He thought that General 
Humblot might be comforted to know that his own statement on the situation 
issued at 2145 hours on the 29h May hind been communicated nd rerbutim to 
general headquarters. Tt was not for ux but for the world to judge whether the 
thngacre which, waa going on in Damascus could. be justified by the events which 
preceded it. The world would Know the facts ax’they would also’ know that 
Feneral Humblot had been personally appealed to to stop this inbuman slanghter. 

Lieatenant-Colonel Jackson said that be had instractions from the American 
Minister to associate himself entirely with everything that Brigadier Frere had 
‘aid. ‘The Americans were interested in the safe evacuation of their nationals 
and must support the demand for a proper armistice He was aleo inatrocted 
to appeal to General Humblot as a soldice to give orders in the interests of 
humanity for some restraint on the sbooting which was being carried on 

General Hamblot said he would elo what he could to modify the shooting. but 


if the Syrians attacked the Freqch they snust take the consequences, 
sp wea 


Enclosure 2 in No. 36. 


AT 1215 hours, 30th May. 
Mr. Young, of British Leg he 

Mr. Young gave a message from His Majesty's Mi 
Minister to prevent his country breaking out into vio 


ras a military ax well as a political aspect and wo the BGS. had come to explain 
5 


Ninth Army, accompanied by 
ime Ministers” 


B.GS, said he had come on behalf of the army commander to ask the Prime 
Minister from a military point of view to restrain any violent action for at least 
& few days." He gave the Prime Minister a statement of the events of the last 
2 boors in Damascus without committing himself to any view as to who was 
responsible for starting it. He went on to say that he had ntuolutely no authority 
for giving any expectation that the Allied Powers would intervene, vevertheless, 
it seemed common sense that events stich as those which had occurred at Damascus 
would have & great influence on world opinion. It would take time for world 
opinion to be transformed into action and he suggested that it would he in the 
best interests of both Syria and Lebanoa that the Lebanese should not indulge in 
any violence which might form a pretext for the same sort of action as the French 
wore taking in Damascus aad elsewhere Meh 

‘The Prime Minister said. that all his life he had been a fighter and a leader 
of revolutions. It was ouly his national duty and the advice which be believed 
‘had been tendered by:the British in a friendly spirit which had kept him behind 
huis desk for so long. He would much rather he using a rifle in the cause of Syri 
the blood of whose people was being shed on behalf of Lebanon as well 

BGS. said it was a-question of time and again emphasised that neither 


he nor anyone else here could possibly say whether the Great Powers were going 
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to.act or not; it would be far better for the Lebavese to hold their hand for the 
time being and so save unnecessary bloodshed. Moreover, should. the. Powers 
decide to intervene, which, of conrse, he did not. promise, it would. be easier for 
then to have one problem for them to deal with instead of two. If the Fren 
took the same action in Beirut as they had in Damascus on account of violence 
‘offered by the Lebanese there would inevitably be great bloodshed sind disaster, 
Surely it was worth waiting two or three days to seo if this could be ayoided. 

The Prime Minister said that, although it. went against the grain and be 
felt a sense of shame that the Lebanese were not already fighting at the side of 
the Syrians, he would take notice of the army commander's views. He gave hin 
‘word of honour that as far as be could prevent it there would be no immediate 
Violence, although he did not-guarantee it, There were bound to be large and 
peaceful demonstrations throughout the country during the next few days and 
Ht was always possible that some untoward incident might spread to a general 
disturbance. 

BGS, thanked him and said that if the Prime Minister at any time wished 
to know the facts of what was going on Ninth Army were keeping the legation 
fully informed and he was sure that the legation. would always pass the 
information on if required. “ 

Mr, Young agreed to this and also offered to send any message to the Syrian 
Government which the Prime Minister might like 

‘The Prime Minister replied that he would be grateful if the Syrian Govern- 
‘mont could be informed of his extreme sympathy in. their hour of disaster and 
that he was only holding bis hand for the time being tecanse he had been pressed 
to do 40 by the British 





(B) Weekly Political Summaries. 
(E 2278 /5/80) No. 36. 
Oy 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 186, Secret, Syria ani Lebanon, 
Wh March, 1945—(Received 91h April) 
Generat. > 

The question of invitations for Syria and the Lebanon to the San Francisco 
Conference has continued to be the main topic of public interest. ‘The genictal 
belief that invitations will be forthcoming has been increased by French i 
tions that there was no objection from their side. As the United States, U, 
and China are believed to favour the issue of invitations, public suspi 
to centre on His Majesty’s Government as the obstructing Power, 

The Syrian Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Af firs left for 
Cairo by air on the 17th March to attend the Arab League meeting, accompanied 
by a number of Government officials and Deputies. The Lebanese Delegation, 
headed by the Prime Minister and four Depatie, eft Beimat for Cairo on the 
Voth March, 

‘The President of the Syrian Republic and his party returned from Bagdad 
con the 14th March = et 

Pending the return of General Beynet, there have been no further develop- 
ments in the negotiations with the Fredch. 


Economic. 

Total purchases for the period 8th-15th March, 1945, amount to 100 tons, 
‘a daily average of 23 tons, which brings the total purchase for the 1944-45 crop 
up to 175,556 tons 

Last season's crops in the Jezireh and Euphrates area fell much below 
‘expectations and there isa genuine 3 ‘of cereals in the area, the O:C.P. 
Stocks amounting. to little ver 1,000 tone. here are already signa of unrest. 

‘The Government have issued a communiqué explaining their motives for 
imposing control on the Lebanese spinning factories, and the attempts of the 
‘owners to raise opposition to the measure have come to nothing. Asseili, one of 
the two owners in question, has now the Government's conditions, and 
the requisition of his mill has accordingly been lifted. Arida Brothers, the other 
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till concerned, have not yet accepted and they endeavoured to stage a lock-out, 

which was, however, prevented. ‘They have also enlisted the help of the Maronite 

Patriarch and various other Opposition elements, but the Government have stond 
{tis probable that the owners will eventually give way. 


Syria—Damaseus, 
‘Tho position of the President and Government has undoubtedly deteriorated. 


‘The President's stock, which had beeu lowered by his speech on his return from 
Cairo (see Weekly Summary No. 152) fell still farther when it became known 
that'he had met with a cool, if not chilly, reception at Bagdad.” Nor -was be 
helped by his: Minister of Interior's reference to him, in a declaration on the 
11th Match (sec Weekly Summary No, 154, paragraph 3), as" President Zaim 
(President Leader). ‘The Minister himself seems determined to proceed on hi 
authoritarian course. Not only did he give no satisfaction to w veputation of 
students who protested on the 12th March against his declaration and against 
the arrest of Bitar, but he arrested one of their number, Jamal Atasst who 
Published « pamphlet giving an (Atassi was later 
released.) Another factor whicl i 


itionalist elements would be prepared to 
President or Government which appeared 
y of truckling to the French. ‘The prospects of future Franco 
ere noe ae THEY 
Khaled Bey et Azm, Minister of Finance and Minister of Supply, has 
announced the suppression of tho latter Ministry. He explained that f haat not 
Bitenthe desired rowats and in view of the approach of the end ofthe war it had 
en decided to. attach. its various departments to other Ministries 
Ahmed Labham and Sabhi Omari continue to exercise their fanctions as 
ral of Police and Director of the Damascus Police respectively, 
though it is believed that. the Government have agreed to nominate the former 
‘ts Diteetor-Coneval of Defence as soon as the Armiy Law is passed and to appoint 
the latter for the vine being to the vacant post of Arsistant Director-General 
of Police 


dicppe; 

‘The declaration by the Minister of the Interior referred to above haa roased! 
xeneral comment in the local press. 

‘The suppression of the Ministry of Supply has been much welcomed, 

Be, Kayal: Minster of Joie bas again bon speaking i, Aleppo of bie 
itnminent resignation. One of his main anxieties is probally. the sotetiog of 
his lucrative connexion with the cotton mill et ys 


Homs and Hama, 

‘The arrest of Sath Eddin Bitar and the temporary arrest of Jamal Atassi 

{see hove) have had a considerable reaction in Homs. The latter ix reported 

to have heen released only on the personal request of bis uncle, Hashitn bey 
Atassi. 

A number of pamphlets were issued in Homs during the week including a 

score lan for a biggor Syria which, it is alleged, arrived by post from an 

at. the house of Fikri Atassi pamphlets contained a plan 

Syria to include Transjordan, Palestine and the Lebanon, 

ms that the document was printed in Transjordan. 


Alaouite Territory. 
‘There is no progress in the Alaouite situation. His Majesty's Minister dis- 
used the matter with the Syrian Prime Minister on the Lash March, tn later 
‘confirmed that it had been left to the Acting Mobafez to make such arrangements 
as he could with the local French delegate for the gradual withdrawal of French 
troops: there is no evidence that ‘yet begun. 
coin eet Minintr maintains his previous refusal to accept the Tripartite 
Commission of Enquiry on the recent disturbances. He said that in bis vi 
the only important point was whether the French had been within their rights 
sending troops into the area of disturbance when the Syrian Government had 
sid they did not want them. Since Hin Majesty's Government epparentty 
upheld the French view that they were within their rights, his Government could 
say no more than that they felt keenly that this was not in accordance with 
independent status, 
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His Majesty's Minister pressed the Prime Minister to find some solution for 
the land cases between Suleiman Murshid and the surrounding peasauitry which 
are one of the basic causes of the trouble, He replied that he could see no solution 
as Murshid’s position in law over the disputed lands was unassailable even 
though he might have obtained them by intimidation. Murshid himself now 
refused to accept arbitration 

‘The Nationalists have been disturbed by the manifest weakness of, the 
Government as shown hy recent events in the Alacuite territory, and they have 
therefore been all the more easily upset and discouraged by gurbled. versions in 
Arahic papers of recent statements by British statetstnen regarding Arab alli 

‘A manifesto was issued in Damascus by Suleiman Murshid to all the Depnties 

‘ng his account of his dealings with the Syrian Government concerning various 
Find disputes Tc shows ap the weakness of the Government in- not having 
Previously settled the land cates as they have been continually ange to do, 

‘An all-Alaoaite company of the Trowpes Spécialen is being. formed. in. the 
Mohafazat under Capitaine Quwass. Tt is understood that it will be stationed 
at Lattakia. 


Evphrates and Jezireh. 
French representatives continue to work hard to gain the sympathies of the 
inhabitants and their influence is growing. They have revently circulated 
privately to some fifty notables of Delr-ex-Zor extracts in Arabic of apeeches by 
r. Churobill and other purporting to show that. Britain: is: committed. whole. 
heartedly to.a policy of supporting French authority in Syria. 


Tribal. 

There has been no development in the rettlement of the Shammar-Agnidat 
dispute, The mutessarif of Mosul is understood to be still insisting that. the 
Imeeting should take place at Moral while the Agaidat refuse to enter Shammat 
territory. 


Frontier. 
‘The question of frontier passes is still causing friction between the Syri 
and the French... Although an Allied military check haa been retained on the 

frontier of Turkey the Mobafez has again insiructed some of the kaimak 
issue frontier passes. 

Some fifty Turkish deserters crossed the frontier into Syrin during February, 
most of them being Armenians and pioneer units 


Lebanon. 
‘The decision to leave the Minister for Foreign Affairs ont of the Arab Con: 
ference Delegation was probably due partly to reluctance to leave the country i 
the incompetent hands of M. Nicolas Ghosn, and partly to the Prime Minister's 
annoyance at what be felt to be the excessively pro-Christian line M. Pharao 
tad taken during the previous dissusions | Tu going to this decision the Prime 
Minister presumably took into, account the risk of leaving such notorious 


intriguer free to make trouble while his master's hack was turned. Whether he 
was wie to take euch a risk remaine to be seen; butt is perhape significant that 


‘on the 20th March Henri Pharaon entertained to dinner. Rin Sami Solh 
and Habib Abu Chahla, who are generally believed to be plotting the overthrow 
‘of the Kerameh Governinent at the first convenient opportunity. 

In spite of the pro-Christian sympathies ascribed to M. Pharaon, the extreme 
Christian opponents of the Government are still endeavouring’ to raise the bogey 
of Islam as an inducement to the Christians to oppose tho Government policy of 
participating in the new Arab League. On. the 17th March a deputation com 
Fred of the thee ex Presidents, nil Ede, Alfred Naceahe and De. Ayouh 

fabet, accompanied by Moussa Nammour, proceeded to Bekerké in the hopes of 
inducing the Maronite Patriarch to senda telegram to Cairo expressing dis- 
approval of the Arab League and disavowing the Prime Minister's signature of 
otocol. Their mission was, however, nnsuccessfuls the Patriarch said that 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs had shown him the modifications made in the 
‘original Alexandria Protocol, which in his view constituted sufficient protection 
for the Maronite Messrs. Naccache-and Tabet, after discussion, agreed with 
‘him and the deputation withdrew. 

Fauzi Hoss, one of the Lebanese del at the Chicago Air Conference, 
has now returned and reported on the results of his mission to the United States 
and Great Britain, The Governments are expected to charge him with missions 
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to investigate the possi 
irene 
Controversy between the Phalange and the Government over the recent by 
lection in Maat Lebanon continues Great play was made iw ante Goverment 
newspapers of a statement attributed to the: Minister for Foreign Affairs that 
some of the Government officials in Mount Lebanon might bave exceeded their 
instructions during the election. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs has ‘now 
officially denied baving made this statement. 
ate ie Latanese Goverment have asked forthe zgrément of Charles 
e well-known American University of Beirut professor, as thei in 
ae ty of Beirut professor, as their first Minister 
‘The Finance Committee of the Chamber have at last started the examination 
ff the budget, which is even more overdue than usual 
.. Mazhar Omari loft for Beirt during the week to surrender to the autho 
ities in accordance with the promise made tothe Chiet of the Gendamerie. The 
Minister of Justice, M. Henry Pharaon, was duly notified, but it was subsequently 
that it would be preferable to postpone this case until after the Prime 
Minister's return from Egypt, and as it was not intended to detain Mazbar for 
Hong he eas inatructed to wait. Tt bas boon agreed that Mazhar is to be 
pardoned if found wuilty, in order that be may assim ‘ing about the ai 
rceetapes ily ‘may assist in bringing about the arrest 
M. Pharaon has come in for considerable adverse comment salt of his 
‘iemianl of the head of the Tabanese gendamerie for relusing t0 curry son 
‘an order given to him by M. Pharaon in his capacity as Minister of Justice, 
Colonel ‘Truboulsi maintained that only the Minister of the Interior could give 
him orders, ‘The matter was ventilated in the press, and the Cabinet ultimately 
derided in fevonrof Mt Pharaan, ‘The whole afar, which was clearly the reult 
of « conflict of personalities, rally recarded as unfortunate and reflect 
Title credit on At Phargon. Sehacrmodeet 


of airlines between the Lebanon and the surround. 
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Kartracte from Weekly Political 8) 
litical Summary No, 160, Secret, Syria aud the 
Generat, tnt: th March, YOAS-—(Received 18h April) 


declaration 
be invited to 


Faneisco; the communiqué will add that France wok 


the initiative i proposing that the Levant States should be ivi Sui 
Stes inineewae alan instructed to inform” the ‘Govertments that these 
developments must be kept absolutely confidential until a publio statement. had 
ticen made. Public opimion 1s, however, tending to take if for granted that an 
invitation will in fact be extended, in view af the declaration by: the French 
Foreign Minister nd the intervention of the Arab nations on pehalf of the 
Levant States. The French are undoubtedly making capital out of the situation 
‘and in a French-inspired article in Le Matin of Damascus on the 26th March it 
was stated that Transjordan eught tn be invited to. San Franco before the 
cenaion of suc, questions as that of mandates "in which noe only Syria and 
the Tebanon but “also Transjordan and “Palestine are most particularly 
The formation of the Arab League has been om the whole 
rated upon in Syria, although a few mildly disparaging nrtices have append 
in the Arab press; it is possible, however, that questions will be raised in the 
Chamber of Deputies aftor the return. from Cairo of the Prime Minister, and 
tor for Foreign Affairs. In the Lebasion in general the more extreme Chris. 
tians are relieved that the Lebanon should, in their view, have kept clear of any 
entanglements with the Moslem Araby States, and attribute this to the efforts of 
their Minister for Foreign Affairs; whilst the Moslems ax well as the more moderate 
(Christians are disappointed that the League should have been constituted in 20 
loose w form and consider that it eannot thus be effective. .Thete is a tendency to 
consider the result asa set-back to British policy on the grounds that Great 
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Britain, in view of her special relations with most of the Arab States; could have 
dominated a dosely-knit League. 

‘Count Ostrorog had an interview on the 2Ist March with the Acting 
Prime Minister, Khaled el Arm, but no progress in the negotintions has b 
the draft. University Convention still being under examination by. the S; 
Government. 

‘According toreparts from Cairo relations between the Syrian Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Mflairs are none too cordial and it is suggested that when 
they return Fares Khoary will insist on resigning. Dr. Kayall, the Minister of 
Justice, though present in the capital, did not atiend any igs of the 
‘Chamber of Deputies held during the week and rumours of his resignation persist 
Ivis strongly rumoured that a hew Government will be formed before long, 
Reonomic. 

‘Total purchases for the period 16th-22nd March, 1945, amount to 90 tons, & 
daily average of 18 tons, which brings the total purchase for the 1044-45 crop 
up to 175,646 tons, 


Syria—Damascus 

Tithe absence of the Prize Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs at the 
meeting of the Arab League in Cairo, Khaled el Azm has been ncting as Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs Charabati has been in change 
Of the Minialry of National Econoty and Acting: President on the Higher Coreale 
Commission. 

"AC the fifth and last sitting at the extraordinary session of Parliament on the 
Toh Mareb, a written question was submitted regarding Uhe nion-invitation of 
Syria the San Franciacs Conference: Deputies {rom Homa atdEHamna complained 
fiat no decision has been reached in connexion with the army, although the exten. 
Srdiamry session had been called in this connexion; another Hama Deputy said 
that, itaddition to the question of Uhe army. matiars of internal policy such aa 
Contorship, deportations (reference 10 Salah Eddin Bitar—see Section 3, Weekly 
Political Sumpary No. 104) and the Alaouite question called for discussion. The 
‘Keting Prime Minister accepted in principle that the questions mentioned whould 
form the subjert of a debate, bat it was agreed to await the returh of the Prime 
Minister and the Minister for Foreign Afairs, Ata sitting of the Chamber on 
thenext day another Hama Depnty enquired what were the Government's views 
In‘connexicn with President Hoosovelts declaration regarding Palestine, The 
Speaker suggested that the matter shold be left-over for discussion until the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had recarned. 

‘An ant-Goverument demonstration for which the Arali Resurrection party 

eopontible took place ou the 24th March, Students of the ‘Fajhiz 
Theat ciel. "" Down with the Syrian dictator "—a reference to Sabri el Assi 
Minster of the Interior—" Down with the unjust poliey:of the Government, 
pears with France and the traitor de Gaulle:"”" There will be 90 army without 
rovnluvion 1” Loag live Greater Syria,” ahd ~*Long live Keisal II." Speeches 
Tine ude by stadeats at the Séraif accnsing the Governibent of trampling an the 
(opstitution and calling for the transfer of the army, the return of tho Hatay, 
fund the formation of Greater Syria, ; 

‘ho Soviet Charges AMaires cl a de Sprian Foreign Oe on te 10h 

March to nuke an unolficial protest against ap article in the Damascus newspaper 
Mifnckes quoting statements by the German geseral Guderian that the Red 
rout were fespontible for the atrocities i cceughed territory. Henlso protested 
AUER the ants Soviet tone of certain other articles in the Syrian press though 
TE dad wot give detaila, A a result of his protest the Ixehaa was suspended 
for five days on the direct orders of the Present 

“Tire Damascas lawyers have loft for Exypt to attend the Arab lawyers’ 
conference. 

Tees spinning wills are to Hind ver all eit yarn 6 the Government and 
this peieate urrangemeats Tor the selling of Cheap cloth are to cease. There is 
Pee erissgencral Lack of confidence in the proposed distribution by the Govern- 
Went of ally produced yaro'oF of imported plece-goods 


Aleppo. 
‘The signing of the Arab League agreement waa well received in the local press 
and welconned by the Nationalists ; 

‘The Soviet dennnciation of their treaty with Turkey created considerable 
interest, particularly amongst the Armenians, who envisage the possibility of an 
largesnent of Soviet Armenia at the expense of Turkey 
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Hows and Hames. 

‘The week has seen an increased feeling of exasperation against the Govern- 
‘ment amongst the Opposition elements in the area. ‘The return of Shukri Quwatli 
from Iraq and the absence of any clear or definite statement by the Government 
om the results of his visit had given rise to a shower of pamphlets emanating 
mainly from Damascus and Beirut 

A Communist leaflet has been distributed in Homs’and Hama complaining 
against the eflorte made to disturh Franco-Syrian relations and drawing attention 
to the necessity of strengthening Syrian relations with Russia 


Jebel Druze, 
‘The Atrash clan have strongly expressed to the Political Officer their die- 
Appointment. at having been paased over in the selection of new Syrian Ministers, 
Emir Hassan recently delivered himself of a violent diatribe 
Government and openly avowed. his intention of working hencefor 
Shukri Quwatl—and for the Emir Abdullah. ‘They reject the argument that if 
4 Ministry were given to the Jebel Druze the Alaouites and the Jezireh would 
‘expect siniilar recognition, since they maintain that the Jebel Druze's contribution 
to the atroggle for independence has been greater than that of any other province. 


Aluouits, 
‘The return of the Mobafer from Damascus on the 20h March enabled 
discussions to be resumed between him and the Délégué Adjotnt regarding. the 
{gradual withdrawal of the troops and gendarmerie Trom the dobit aeea 
icon on the 23rd March, however, litle change had cecorred, the French stil 
ving 490 and the gendarmerie 390 men in the rebel "area. ‘The establishament 
Ninth Army of British liaison officers in a camp, one at Jobit and one at 
ge a, with a third mobile observer, is helping to kp the situation in hand. 
forthe all-Alsouite company of the Troupes Spas continue. 
Lieutenant Berge of the Freach Political Office is cootinutng to pay visite 
to notables in the neightourhood and to treat the gendarmerie oficers with seat 
courtesy.” ‘The opinion has been expressed to the Political Olieer by a reliable 
source that but for the interest the British have shown in the Alaouite question 
4 general rising of the Alaouites would have been engineered by the Freneh 


Lebanon. 

Conflicting reports regarding the health of the Labanése President continue 
tocirculae. fe inatated that he will return to the Lebanon after Easter. but there 
are indications that he will continue 4 live in retirement and attend only to the 
‘most pressing business. 

‘The Lebanese Government's control of the spinning industry appears to 
achieved success, as the Arida factories have now accepted. the Governme 
‘conditions and are co-operating with them, 

The Lebanese Communist party, profiting by the weakness of the Minister 
of the Taterior, have tow held meetings in a Beirut cinema on three saccestive 
Sundays, th speeches teing broadcatt in the adjoining square through fod 
speakers. The party have also revived their long-standing feud with the Parti 
Populaire Syrien and are understood to have addressed a manifesto to the Govern- 
‘ment calling for the suppression of {his “* Fascist organisation.” Much criticism 
in being directed against the Government for what is considered to be the 
unnecessary licence given to the Communists. 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary, No, 157, Secret, Syria and Lebanon, 
mA Bnd April, 1045.—(Reeeiced 1TH A prit) 
General, 

‘THE Lebanese and Syrian Governments were informed on the 20th March 

by the United States Minister of their invitation to aticad the San Francisco 
‘onference. | Both Governments have subsequently published a communiqué 
‘announcing their adherence to the United Nations Pact. 

On tho 31st March the Syrian Chamber of Deputies unanimously ratified 
the sigouture of the Arab League Pact, though one Depaty stated that his vote 
‘was subject to the reservations that acceptance of the pact was not contrary to 
the unification of Syria, and that it did not recognise the mandate of Palestine. 
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The Lehanese Cabinet approved the pact on the same date and it will be 
submitted to the Chamber for ratification on the 7th April. 

The Lebanese President returned to Beirut incognito on the Sist March 
and has now started to receive visitors. His state of health appears to be much 
improved, though be a still a tired man. 


Economic, 
Total purchases for the period the 24rd-Sst March, 19 

472 tons, a daily average of 52 tons, which brings the total purchase for the 

144-45 crop up to 176,118 tons 


Syria—Damascus. 

‘The Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs retitrned to Damascus 
from Cairo on the 27th March, There have been strong ramours of the Prime 
Minister's resignation and a consequent Cabinet reshuffle but it sects that 
the Prime Minister is anxious to attend the San Franciseo Conference and has 
decided against resignation for the momeit. 

It has been reported that the United States will offer five scholarships to 
‘Syrian students for courses in American universities; in this connexion it wil 
bo recalled that the British Council are offering two scholarships to be taken tip 
ot British niversities. 


Homs and Hama, 
Catnt Ontrorog visited Palmyra on the 24th March and addressed 
of aheilehs on the subject of France's love for Syria, which had recently manifest 
itself in her demand that the Levant States should be included in the 

Francisco Conference. Hix visit appears to have had little reaction, 


Jebel Druse, 

‘Two gendarmes were wounded and one soldier killed in » distarbance which 
took place on the 31st March in Soucida. Tho Moubafez and his supporters 
accused the Fretich of engineering the incident. bat there is little evidence to 
support this opinion. It does, however, indicate an unfortunate state of 
indisetpline amongst the Druze squadrons 


Alaouites, 
1 is reported that two companies of ‘Vroupes Spéciales: which bad been sent 

to the area from Hama, are being withdrawn. and replaced iy wo, Druze 
ywadrons from Jebol Druze. The dél@gué of Soucida has informed the Political 
Officer there that they will not be replaced by non Druze troops from elsewhery 


Lebanon, 
‘The mention in the United States communiqué that the invitation 10 the 
Levant States was due to French initiative wax badly received by the Lebanese 
Government, and the Minister for Foreign Affaire subsequently issued a 
communiqué denying that he had endorsed it in a public declaration, There har 
teen Jittle toca! comment on the invitation, which had been generally expocted, 
The Lebanese Prime Minister has recently forwarded to the United States 
Miniter a memorandum ating forth the Arab objections to Zionism and asking 
for his support to the Arab cause. ‘The Prime Minister pointed out that the 
Lebanon asa limitrophe country with Palestine was particalarly concerned at 


fessible development of Zicnism, which “might overflow the borders. of 
lestine. 


i 

‘Dr. Charles Malik has now been appointed first Lebanese Minister’ in 
Washington and is being hurried off there with his staf! in order to be ready 
for San Francisco. 

‘There is little internal political activity. What there is seems to be confined 
to rivalry for a place on the delegation to San Francisco, ‘The Government hive 
tinued to show energy in the economic feld and their efforts have won then 
increased popularity. Reductions in wholesale. prices, though not in general 
reflected in the retail, market and probably cansed more by the war situat 
than the Government's efforts, have nevertheless enhatied the Government's 
prestige, and the opposition elements have not yet found the moment propitious 
Tohegin a general assanit on them, 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary, No. 158, Secret, Syria unid the Lebanon, 
10th April, 1945.—(Reeeived 3th April) 
General, 

ON the 7th April the Lebanese Chamber of Deputies unanimously ratified 
the Arub League Pact, though one af the Deputies wrote a letter to the President 
of the Chamber saying that he was in favour of bilateral treaties between the 
Lebanese and Arab nations, 

‘The Prime Minister, in a speech in the Syrian Chamber of Deputies ou the 
44h April, replied to the varios criticisms which had been levelled against the 
Government during the past few. weeks, and said that the primary aim of the 
Nationalist leaders bad been indepeudeaces this consideration bad influenced 
them in their attitude tothe Lebanon, but-it was now agreed that a Greater 
Lebanon which’ was independent was preferable to a smaller Lebanon under the 
influence of a foreign Power. The Prime Minister went on to deny that the 
Government had declared that they would not conclude treaties with foreign 
Powers; it was, in fact, inevitable that they should do so... The Government. 
however; declared that ‘they. would not. negotiate a treaty which would. be 
detrimental to Syrian sovereignty or which would give a pre-eminent position 

He then announced the decision of the Cabinet to resign, 
end through 
inthe San 


tho trust which had been deposited with hin. 

‘The President, after cousulting with the outgoing M 
Haflar, invited Fares Bey Khoury to form the new Cabi 
which isan follows:— 


President of the Council of Ministers: Fares el Khoury. 

Foreign Affairs and National Defence: Jamil Mardam Bey. 

sustice, Wakfs and Acting Minister of Supply ; Said Ghazzi 

Finance: Nain Antaki 

Interior: Sabri Assali. 

Poblie Instruction and Acting Minister of National Economy : Abmad 
‘Sharabati 

Public Works: Hikmat e! Hakim: 


Opposition elements will find a certain satisfaction in the absence of Khaled 
el Azm, but Deputies from the north are not likely to be satisfied by the iuelnsion 
of only ove of their number, Hikmat ¢l Hakim. It is reported that the Prime 
Minister was anxious to inciade Khaled.el Azm in his new Ministry, bat that 
Khaled el Azm himself declined to accopt the portfolio. It is interesting, that 
throughout the negotiations for the formation of the Cabinet all sections were 
apparently agreed that Fares el Khoury should remain Prime Minister 

‘At a sitting of the Syrian Chamber on the 9th April, at.which the Prime 
Minister outlined the policy of his new Government, he said that it was essential 
for relations between France and Syria to be settled withoat delay. ‘The Syrians 
must consider that their with France had been solved. Syria and 
France now cherished towards the otber friendly feelings based on the recognition 
of rights and sovereignty. The matters in suspenso could be summarised as 
follows: (a) the army; which mnet te taken over, and: the Government hoped 
from the information they had received that the transfer would take place soon; 
(0) no agreement had so far been concluded between Syria and France regarding 
the establishment of diplomatic relations as had been done in the case of other 
Allied. Powers: (c) similary.'no agreement. had. been reached with regard to 
financial relations with France, with whom. the.8yrians had a current account 
of long standing. France poseaed in Svrin curtain establishments, buildings 
‘eultural institutions and. ey had. previously proposed a form of agree- 
ment. in connexion with these which the Syrian Government had, however, not 
considered to merit discussion. “The French had now: proposed a different 
‘convention which the Government thought might serve-as a basis for sliscussion: 
both parties would shortly appoint three experts each with x view to discussing 
the new draft. The Government would submit for approval to the Chamaer of 
Depaties any agreement reached. 
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‘There has been much political-activity in both capitals during the week in 
connesion with the selection of the delegations for the Sa Francisco Conference, 
‘The Syrian delegation consists of Fares el. Khoury as president, Naim Antaki 
and Nazim Kudsi (Syrian Minister in Washington). as members, with Farid 
Zein ed Din and Nur ed Din Kabbali as advisers, and Tewik\ Hunaidi 
secretary The Lebanese delegation is much weakeu ae consists of Wadih Ny 
‘as president, Joseph Salim, Abdullah Yai and George Malik (Lebanese Min 
in Washingica) at members, with Subbi Malmassant as legal adviser. 

‘The Syrians and French have agreed to set ap a joint committee to examine 
the new draft University Convention, 

Economic. 

Total purchases for the period Ist-7th April, 1945, amount to 473. tons, a 
daily average of 67 tons, which brings the total parchase for the 1944-45 crop 
up to 176,501 tons. 


Syria—Damaseus. 
‘Telegrams have teen addressed by the Minister for Foreign Alairs to the 
Foreign Scctelaries of Great, Britain, the United States of America, China, 
Egypt, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, expressing the appreciation and thanks of the 
‘Syeian, people for the support which they received in connexion with their request 
for participation in ube San Fraucisy Conference. A. similar telegram, but in 
rather more tepid phraseology was seat to M. Bidault 
‘Abdul Karia Aidi, Kaimakam of Doumo, hax been wppointed Director of 
jce in sccepesion to Zobhi Omari, who has been appointed 
merle: he-has.ao far refused the appointment 
to tho rank of full colonel. Ahmed Labhat, 
bsented hitaself from hin office for two dayx in 
ith Sobhi- Omari, but was persuaded by the 
President to return to duty, 
The Futuwwa Committee will te compowd of the Director-General of 
Edncation, a representative from the Gendarmerie Department, a represculative 
istry of Defence and two. representatives from’ the Ministry. of 
fajor Abdul Kazvaq Qouli hax boon made responsible for military 
wainit 
‘A draft Labour Law has ben prepared by the Ministey of National Eaonomy 
which, according to the press, will provide Cor the establishment of reconciliation 
machinery on which labour and employers will be reprevented in adkition to the 
Government and will regulate child labour ancl honrs of work, 


Hams and He 
A. meeting of the Toaders of he Moms Monarchist party was hold on the 


4th Apri 

“The security sitvation in Mam bas continued to deteriorate, aud on the 
Sth April a severe clash occurred becweeu members of the Barazi clan and a 
large number of the Haurant family. Fighting oceured in the open felds; and 
it ts estimated that at one time about 800 persous were involved. Police inter: 
vention was ineffective but the participants finally dispersed at nightfall, taking, 
their casualties with thes so that the nctinal numbers are not yet known, 

‘The Hama civil authorities do not hesitate to connect the fresh Barazi 
outrages with the clandestine visits lately paill to Khalid Agha Darwish Barazi 
by the Délégué adjoint of Homs-Hama. 

‘A squadron of Druze troops reached! Honis on the 2nd April en rowte for the 
Alaonite area, but refused to continne the journey as they did not want to enter 
the Alaouites. They have been placed under the command of Commandant 
Hassan Atrash, who is trying to find them accommodation in Hom, Tt is'clear 
that the French dare not nse force to oblige the men to continue the journey for 
fear of them dispersing. 


Alaouite Territory. 

On the Sth April, after repeated requests from the Mohafez, Colonel Bonnot: 
Talerend-biag (of the, Breach, deccaious otgarfiicg: the, wnithelcawal ct poops. 
Commandant Rayssae’s headquarters and the company of Moroccans are lo 
femain in Jobit. "The cavalry squadron of Cherkeas in the obit anea are to be 
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replaced by a squadron of Druze cavalry which will detach one troop to replace 
the cavalry squadron in the Ainab area. ‘The latter squadron vill retara to 
Hama; the net withdrawal from the Jobit area, the seat of the original distur- 
bances, is, therefore, one troop of cavalry, thoagh it bas been reported that the 
‘cavalry troops covering: the re-established gendarmerie poste at Nzeiraa and 
Pakhoura have been called in to Jobit. 

Teis reported that 240 wen already have been recruited for the new Alaouite 
squasirons of the roupes Spéciales. ‘The Mohafex has informed the Political 
Officer that certain of these men are called “*avenantaires,”” and have signed ai 
undertaking to serve General de Gaulle and to go wherever he sends them. The 
Mobafes added that two-thirds of the Troupes Spéciales have also similar 
documents, which there is evidence to show are in French a by the men 
without knowledge of their meaning 
Frontier: 

‘The Syrians have again invited a rebufl from the Turks and the French over 
the question of frontier passes ‘The Kaimakam at Harim, in the temporary 
absence of the French frontier officer, issued a pass for a Syrian to cross to 

han. After bing turned back by the French Streté on the 2th March, the 
man was put acroas the frontier elsewhere by the Syrian gendarmerie, only to 
be sent back by the Turks at French request on the 30th March hecatse the 
siguature on his pass was unacceptable 


Lebanon. 

‘Thore’is no great enthusinam for the delegation finally selected to represent 
the Lobanon at the San Franciseo Conference, though ite members are drawa From 
the Maronite, Greck Catholic, Sunni and Greek Orthodox communities ‘The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs intenls that the delegation shall later tour the 
Lebanese communities in North and South America 


murders feeling in 
bot weet the tr 


disposal of 


Marne 
estimate now at more than 400, A demand was sent to the Jaafar for the 
surrender of the wanted wen and, when this faited, an unsuccessful attempt was 
made to arrest them. The gendarmerie and the Chastears Libanaise are now 
dispersed between the two tribes, but there is little doubt that they would be 
‘unable to provent a serious clash if either of the two parties decided to make a 
general attack ; 

‘Tho Political Officer for the Bekna has been reliably informed that on the 
«lay prior to the mureders & Eronch olfcer visited Fadalah and Sadalah; Hamat 
at Hermel. These two are leading members of the Hamadi family, which bas 
consi nfluence over both tribes, though they are hostile to the interests of 
‘Sabel Hamad, the Lebanese Deputy. 7 

“ation to the San Francisco Conference passed through 
ith April. Official calls were paid on the Lebanese Prime 
sluice abd the Minister for Foreign Affaire 
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Eatracte from Weekly Political Summary. No. 159, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Vth April, 1945 —(Received 4th May) 
General. 

‘THE death of President Roosevelt has been sincerely regrétted in both 
cotintries, though in Syria, where his alleged support of Zionism has more than 
‘once caused irritation, thefe is some apprehension lest Mr. Truman may show 
himself to be even more pro-Zionist. 


pet 


The Syrian Minister in Paris reported to his Government on thé 11th April 
that he had learnt that M. Massigli bad. been instructed to propose to His 
Majesty's Government that British troops should be withdrawn from the Levant 
States and that the French troops in the country and the Troupes Spéciales should 
be removed from British operational command. It has been ascertained that ne 
‘such proposal had been received in London up to the 12th April. 


Certain members of the Turkish delegation who recently passed through 
Aleppo on their way to San Francisco told Syrian journalists that the recognition 
of Syria was eld up tecause of the Hatay agitation but the Minister for Foreign 
Afar, who headed tld His Majesty «cone chat it had bee“ represented 
to the Turks (presumably by the French Embassy.at Angora) that recognition at 
this stage was iespedient. Hie Majesty's caeal reports tha the Turks appear 
to be seriously considering making Iskenderun a free port, thoogh probably: from 
4 wish to gain financially rather than from any fear of Syrian agitation. 

At the sitting of the Syrian Chamber on the th April, referred to in para 
graph 4 of section 1, Weekly Political Summary No, 168, the new Government 
obtained a vote of’ confidence with two Deputies voting against and one 
abstention, 

The Syrian and Lebanese delegations to the San Francisco Conference left 
Damascus and Beirut on the 12th and 13th April respectively 


Economie. 

Total purchases for the period 8th-15th ApFil, 1945, amount to 568 tons, 
4 daily average of 81 tons, which briugs the total purchase for the 19M-45 crop 
Up to 17,159 tons. 

chases by the O.C.P. of all cereals from the 1044-45 harvest amount to 
176,501 tons, and the stocks on hand are 85,163—diatribution in Mar 
{o 18001 tn. An a result of the uneatisfadory situation dieclowdl by thee 
figures tho Commixsion dow Cériales Panifiables decided to nogotiate Tor the 
purchase of UK.C.C. stocks in Syria and a further 4:00 tone of wheat wore 
purchased last week, 

A. meeting was held under the presidency of Jami} Mardam Bey at which 
the position was discussed: it was considered that the O.C.P. would be soceasfal 
in purchasing another 5.000 tons from last year's harvest wiiich, with the stocks 
in band, ought to be sufficient to feat the tro countrion ui the new patehasts 
from the 1945-46 harvest oan be-inade, although reports suggest that the new 
harvest will be late. A alight fall in prices is reported from Damaacus, Home 
and Aleppo. 


Damascus, 
‘Ou. receipt of the vows of the death of President Rooevelt the Sy! 
Government gave orders: that the Syrian flag’ whould be flown at half mast 
throughout the country for three days, Telegrams of sympathy were adklrewsed 
ty he Syrian President to Mr. Traman and Mra, Roosoelt and by Bey 
Mardam to Mr, Stettinus. The Chamber adjourned its sitting on the 14th April 
asa token of sympathy after the President of the Chamber had expressed their 
sympathy at the loss of “ Roosevelt the Great” and Jamil Bey Mardam had 
referred to Syria's debt of gratitude to. the President for the country's 

independence. 

Jn the absence of Fares el Khoury and Naim Antaki atthe San Francisco 

ference Jamil Bey Mardam and Said Ghazzi will act as Prime Minister atl 

ister of Finance respectively, 

‘The question of censorship of the press has heen raisod twice daring the past 
ireck, "A'manifesto addresed by the president of the Lawyers: Syndicate tothe 
Chamber of Deputies has been published in all newspapers: it complains that 
in. spite of the "decision ” of the Chamber to abolish censorship no action has 
heen, taken, The same point was also raised when the Prime Minister and the 
Minister for Foreign Aflairs received journalists on. the eve of the former's 
departure for San Francisco, ‘The Prime Minister indicated that instructions 
for the relaxation of censorship regulations had. already been given. 

Fares el Khoury. and Naim Antaki. will represent Syria atthe conference 
to be held in Washington in connexion with the establishment of the Court of 
International Justice. 

‘The Emir Tallalof Transjordan arrived in Damascas on the 12th April, He 
was met on the frontier by the chef de protocole ” and hy the Transjordan and 
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Iraqi consuls, and on his way to Damascus! was greeted by a number of notables 
‘and senior Goverument oifictals: “He called on the President and on Jamil Bey 
Mardam, leaving for Beirut the next day. 

‘Au Egyptian Military Mission headed by El Ferik Atallah Pasha arrived 
in Damascus on a so-called private visit on the 13th April and was entertained 
by Saadullah Jubri and Jamil Bey Mardam; Atallah Pasha was'received by 
the President. 


Aleppo. 

A petition about the Hatay was despatched early in the mouth by a certain 
M. Medin Statnboulic to the Syrian delegation to the San Franciseo Conference 
and to the secretariat at the Arab League. M. Stamboulie claims that the 
petition was sent on behalf of 6,000 refugees from the Hatay to ask for help in 

to the Hatay, maintaining tbat the separation of 1998 was contrary 

to the wishes of the League of Nations’ Commission and to the plebiscite figures 
Jebel Druze 

‘The Amir Talal, the principal notable of the Chehba region, has sent 
telegrams to the Mohafez and to the President of the Republic protesting. against 
the activities of “foreigners” (ie, French) in an independent country and 
assuring the President and the Government of the loyalty and support of the 
inhabitanta of the Caza 

‘Tho French haye completely dimmantled the telephone line Soueida-Salkhact- 
Imtan, which they allege had been previously damaged by a storm 
that they also intend to diswantle the Sooeida-Chebba fine. Lf th 
will be no telephonic communication available to the Syrian authorities to any 
place in the Jebel Druze other than Soucida 


Alaouiter, 

‘The situation inthe Alaouite territory remains thorooghly unsatisfactory. 
No further withdrawals of French troops have been reported and fighting broke 
‘out near Hab Abdulla between followers of Suleiman Murshid and Ali Baddour: 
twolve gondarmes from Slenfe were fired on aa was aleo the British observer 
patrl, The gendarmes were unable to reach the village and reinforcements have 

n dospatehod to Slenfe. 
Tribal 

‘The Mohafer of Deir ex-Zor is reported to havo settled all outstanding cases 
between the Afadin and the Fedaan Khrosa which have been outstanding since 
1930 and which have cost some 600 lives, 

A quadeilateral exchange of telegrams between the Mohafes of Deir e2-Zor, 
the Syrian Government, the Iraqi Government and the Mutessarif of Mosul has 
up to the prevent fail to secure a definite agreement either for the place and 
date of the Shammar-Ageidat Conference or for the place and date of a 
preliminary unoffivial meeting between the Mohafer and Mutessa 


. . . . . . 


Beirut, 
‘There aro indications that Riad Solh and bis group are on the point 
of initiating an assault on the present Lebanese Government, with the object of 
Jpcuring its downfall aud thos clearing the way fr their own retura to 
he immediate target selected is the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who has laid 
himself open to attack by a series of ill-advised excursions into matters outside 
his province, antl  partentaly hy anampts to enlist the support of Christian 
elements hitherto deemed to be wholly opposed to the present régime and under 
French influence, such as’Alfred Naceache and Tewfik Awad. A group of news. 
pers under the intuence of Riad Seth has now begun openly criticising the 
Prime Minister and his Government and hinting that there is dissension within 
the Ministry. Riad Solh is also suspected of covertly working up the Beirit 
merchants to. protest against the Prime Minister's anti-profiteering campaign 
So far it would not seem thit Riad Solh has gained the sympathy of the majority 


‘of the Deputies, but his position is growing stronger whilst tbat of the Govern 
ment grows weaker. A: point may soon he reached when Abdo) Hamid Karami 
Be farced to choose between dropping his Foreign Minister or resigning 
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himself, but even the former course would not sullice to divert the attacks of his 

‘oppouents. The President, who under the Constitution should be in a position 

to. direct. the course of events, is plainly, still in no condition to do so, and his 

‘Weakness continues to represeiit a serious obstacle to the establishment of a. stable 
ime, 

‘The Communist newspaper, Savt Esk Shaab, has begun a series of articles 
intended to stiffen the population against all types of foreign interference in 
Arab affairs. Treaty revision in Iraq and Egypt ts spoken of, in addition to the 
liberation of the Levant States from French control and the termination of the 
mandates over Palestine and Transjordan, and it is clear that this paper, Whether 
‘ot under the directives of the Soviet Legation, is embarking on campaign 
of avowed xenophobia. 

Lively criticism of the weakness of the Lebanese delegation to San Francisco 
bas been expressed in all quarters, though it is recognised that the Government's 
political opponents, hy thetr refusal to participate, share some of the responsibility 
1h the choice of so unrepresentative a team. 

‘The new Egyptian and Persian Ministers to the Lebarion have now presented 
their credentials to the President, the former after several months’ delay caused 
bby the President's illness. The press reports that the Brazilian Consulate 
General is shortly to be transformed into a legation, 

‘The Amir Tallal of Transjordan arrived in Beimt on a private vikit on 
the 18th April.” He callee! on His Majesty's Minister, who returned his call before 
leaving. for Damascus, 

he enthronement of w new Armenian Catholicos on the 8th April rave rive 
to.yet another squabble over protocol between the Lebanese and French authorities 
‘The latter wished to follow the precedent of previous years under which the 
Lebanese and French official representatives would rank fevel, abead of tho other 
diplomatic representatives: this the Lebanese Geverntent refused to accept ani 
ak a result the Frenich were not represented at the ceremony, 

‘The Shaniass-Jaafar dispute referred to in paragraphs 2, % and 4, 
Section 11 of Weekly Political Summary No. 158, ix still aot nosolved and the 
Chasseurs Libanais and the gendarmerie res the field. "The latter have 
arrested thirty-five persone for ititerrmgation nexion with the further 
killing of one of the Shamass tribe. Tt is reported that the Lahanese Depnty 
Sabri Hamadi, is making a new attempt to arrange a settlement by negotiation 
between the two tribes 

. . . . . 
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Estracte from Weekly Political Summary No. 100, Syria andthe Lebanon, 
Mth April, 1945.—(Received With May 
General, 

DISSATISFACTION is being freely exprested in both couintries at General 
Beynet's prolonged absence. and the President of the Syrian Republic and 
members of both Governments have expressed their conviction that the French are 
merely playing for time, A suggestion by the French, made through the Syrian 
Minister in Parig that the Syrian delegation at San Francisco should be 
em to discuss outstanding questions with the French delegation hax 
added to the growing impression that the French have no intention of making any 
immediate concessions to either of the local Governments. ‘The Syrians, in agres- 
meat with the Lebanese, have made it clear to the French that, while there is no 
objection to exchanges of views at San Francisco, actual negotiations muist take 
place, as originally arranged, in this country. 

“The Lebanese Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs met the 
Acting Syrian Prime Minister at Chtaura on the 19th April; and bad what was 
officially deserited as a cordial discussion. The Syrians are understood to have 
stated that, in the negotiations with the French for a university couvention, their 
representatives had instructions to agree to nothing which would sive any pre- 
‘eminence or privilege to the French or the French language: the Lebanese appear 
to have agreed to take a similar live. The two partes ao reached agreement 
regarding the appointment of representatives to the Arab Propaganda Bureaux. 

‘On the economic side, however. the Syrians and Lebanese bad more con- 
troversial subjects to discuss.” The Syrians had recently published an order that 
all goods destined for Syrian merchants should be imparted through Syrian 
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‘austoms posts; to this the’ Lebanese objected, ax dealing a blow to the’ entrepét 
trade of Beirut. ‘The Lebanese also protested vigorously against the acne 
Which the Syrian Government were carrying out the recent textile agreement. 
they claimed that, whilst all the Lehanese citton-yara due tinder the agreemeut 
war being delivered to Syria, the Syrian loth delivered to the Lebanon i 
exchange was of such poor quality as: to be useless. Tlicy appear to have 
ee gly Cos fp rear etn 
whole agreement. z 

The presence of locusts bas been reported between Deit-er-Zor and pipe-tine 
satin 172"and sha in the soth-et parte af the cot my The Miniter of 
National Economy has asked Ninth Army for assistance in the shape of trans 
men and locust-ighting appliances. Sones tome 


‘Total purchases for the period the 15th-21st April, 1945, amount 10 200 tons, 
‘daily average of 30, tone, which brings the total porchase for the 1944-40 ¢ Top 


Syria—Damascus. 
A committee has been formed to consider the new French proposals for a 


vouveation; the Syrian members are Faidi Atassi, a former Minister of 
Sami Midani, dean of the Law College; and Dr, Zaki el abi, Syria 


shold he allowed somo di 
‘has boon fixed for the 25U 
Syrian delegal 


show that the Syri 

gultural agreement with the French, 

Jaman Jabbara. Director-General of Fil inted Minister 
ply. Faiz Khoury, a former Minister for Foreign Aftatre and brother of the 

prevent Syrian Prime ‘Minister, has told « member of the legation sta chat he 

iss been offered and accepted the pomt of Syrian Minister in Moscow: the Russian 

Minister has been asked verbally obtain the approval of his Government forthe 

‘appointment, and if the answer ble an oficial request wi 

the Syrian Government eae ete bars oat mE 


i. 
‘Two detachments of Druze Troupes Spéoiales reached: Homs early in Ap 
‘en route for the Alaouite area and refused to continue theit Journey (eco nee 
graph 4; Section 5 of Weekly Political Summary No. 153). Oise detachment was 
eventually persuaded to continne, but the second 

through dissatisfaction over trang 


gendarmerie jo 

received by the villages throngh which they jour 
though still wearing French uniforms, they were warmly welcomed. The recy, 
Government appear subsequently to have arranged for them to be medically 
examined. The French civil authorities begged the Governments not to allow the 
men to enter Damascus, and the Government. being quite prepared to show then, 
selves reasonable in this matter, agreed to keep them out. Later, the French 
stated that they did not wish to charge the men with desertiot, for fear of reper. 
‘cussions in the Jebel Druze, but would be compelled to do ao if the Syrian Govern. 
then enlisted them in the gendarmerie. His Majesty's Miniter intends to take 
an rtunity of warning the Acting Syrian Prime Minister agai 
taking any precipitate action. walle Gan ab rae 


15 


Tribat 

‘The Iraqi and Syrian authorities have agreed to hold the Shammar-Ageidat 

Conference in Bagdad on the 3rd May. A report has been received from Mosul 

that there was a further Shammar-Ageidat clash near Baa} on the 23rd April, 
i |, although there is said 10 be tension in the area, 


The problem of frontier “passes ix again giving trouble. The Mohafer of 
Aleppo, on the 28n1 April, according to French reports that have not yet: been 
a ‘ordered the Kaimakam of Harim to cone frontier to holders of 

‘urkish frontier passes because of the Turks’ unwillingness to passes 
Signed ty the Syrian Raltaka. ‘This posbiity had been mentioned previously 
torte French Delégot who had ged delay for full consideration by the Govera, 
‘ment of a matter which affected the whole frontier, but apparently the closure was 
ordered without further reference. 


Beirat. 
‘The Lebanese Prime Minister and Minister for Forei 
‘nervoustiess and irritation at the campaign which is being directed 
fuainst them by Bad es Solh and his partisans. "While the latter are obviously 
mate aalely bythe desire to return 10 power, the effect of their campaign it 
likely to be to force the present Government to adopt a more nationalistic Yi 
Raid es Solh’s aim is probably to seize any weakness of the present Governtnent 
in their attitude towards the French and to return to power on a wave of 
nationalist and anti-Freneh feeling; a hardening of public opinion in this sense 
is already perceptil 
In the field of internal policy; the Government continue to derive credit from 
the slightly downward trend of prices which bas niow become evident, and the 
Prime Minister's efforts to cheek profiteering are generally appreciated, an is hie 
own rectitude. Public opinion 16 not therefore yet ready for any change of 
Government, 
The Prime Minister, who, in his capacity of Minister of Finance, in now 
studying the budget, is much concerned at inned heavy deficit in the 
Supply Department. which is estimated at 16 million Syrian peuds per annum 
He complains, as have his predecessors, that this department i aaddled with a 
Inrge numberof redundant and useless officials; but he fines, again as did his 
predecessors, that the President of the Republic remains an insuperable obwtacle 
th any retrenchment, on the grounds that dismissals of employees would create 
‘opposition to the régime at a time when solidarity ix essential. ‘The bndgetary 
position appears, indeed, to be somewhat disquieting; the collection of the newly 
Mnstituted income tax has not yet been begun, the Beirut merchants are maki 
fficultios in paying up the instalments of the arrears of War Profits Tax whi 
is now due from thet, and the expenses of the Five-Year Plan and other publio 
works have turned out to be substantially greater than the estimates. 
‘There has been no. it of importance. in, the Shammas-Saafar 
dispute referred to in Section 11, paragraph. 7, of Weekly Political Summary 
No. 100, 


(B 3177/5/89) 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summéry No. 101, Secret, Syrin and the Lebanon, 
Lat May, 1945. —(Receiced 18h May.) 
General. 

IT was learnt during the week that the French wished to move three North 
‘African hattalions from North Africa and France to the Levant in two cruisers 
io “relieve and reinforce " the French troops in the Levant. = ab 

General Hurablot, on instructions from the Commander in-chief, Middle 
East Force, was informed that as the whole of the Middle East, under the 
Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreement, is a single operational command, the commander- 
in-chief alone can decide on the needs of the different armies under his command, 
and expects to be consulted in advance before any question of reinforcements i 
considered. He was not prepared fo anthorise any increase in French forces in 
the Levant States at this time unless the proposals and reasons for them. were 
placed before him, If the battalions ia question were intended as a relief for the 
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Present French regular troops, he did not wish that the actual relief should take 
Place in the Levant States aud suggested that the actual exchange should take 
place fu Alexandria or some other agreed port. General Humblot replicl thee 
he did not wish to discuss the matter, as it was ote for discussion Betws Lemon 
and Paris, but that he personally did not agnee with the comuneder tacroces 
View. | He considered that the Lyiteltan-de Gaulle Agreement didnot cpecfe 
that the commander-in-chief had’ any control over the Sumber of Freche 
Since the French were responsible for security they alone should judge the mserter 
of troops necessary. 

Acting on instructions from the Foreign Oifce, His Majesty's Ambassador 
in Paris discussed the matter with General de Gaulle on the 30th April. Genco) 
de Gaulle said that he did not understand why the matter dhoall vans 
commander-in-chief sinew he could not suppose that here was any: Gerong renee 
in the Middle East. “Throughout. the Interview he showed most legit hes 
conviction that the policy of His Majesty's Government was te wecken fae 
Position of France in Syria and finally to take over French reaposaibilttions te 
complained of the continued. presence of British troop in the Levent tates 
and added that if His Majesty's Government. were prepared to-eith aise a 
troops from Syria he would withdraw all French traps: though he eenit st 
consider it.wise to, do so, But ao long as Ilia Majeste's Gortonent oie 
forces there he was not prepared to reduce the pumber of French troops wine i 
would ‘be doing if he handed over the. Troupes Spkcisles, Hie’ Meyers 
Ambassador ia Paris amoral him that it had bever heen the policy His 
Majesty's Government to disunish Freuch prestige in the Levant and inclotoh en 
His Majesty's, Goverasnent must te guided hy the advice of tli’ Majees 
Minister aud the commander-in-chief about the dangers to public aeanvte nite 
would rout in. French reinforcements arriving at Beirut at a, mone we 
Franco-Syrian discussions wore dae to be resumed 

Tein now known that one ofthe cruisers, with S00 
will arrive at Beirut on the Sth May and shoul sil abo 
away a composite battalion of troops who are being 
‘unceetain whether the other two battalions will be apt 

Lacusts aro reported to be steadily advancing westwards ta the: Deit-ex-Zor 
trea aul dorth-west from the Tranajordan frontier. Ninth Atmy are pooeddeay 
‘tho Syrian Government with ansistance in the shape ot. 
exquipment, and a locust expert frou the ML. 

‘atimate what additional assistance may be necovsary 

Reporte from Political Ofcors in huth Syria and the Lebanon suggest 
‘eater quantities of hashish bave been mown this year than tecy betes 
Eeonomia, 

ita Buchan for te pera te 2-0 Api, 148, amount $88 tong 

4 ily ayoengw of 36'tons, which brings the total purchase for the Tsk ae oa 

Up to 177,600 tone. x ns Lee ne 

Certain changes in the organisation of the work of the M.E.S.C. in Syria 
saul ‘the Lebanon have been agreed hy she British and “Americas unos, 
cancern 

Hitherto the work of the M.E.S.C. in Syria and the Lebanon has been carried 
‘ut by the staff of the Economic Seution, Spears Mission. Tn confer wich 
arrangements made in, other Middle Eastern teeritories separate MEE Se 
Jeprewentation has now been established in Syria and the Lebaron on an Aw 

erica 

The British and American Legations have informed. the two local Govern- 
ments of the establishment of the Anglo-American MES. aie uae ieee 
Tequested them to agree to the attendance of MLE-S.C. representative at na 
‘af the Joint Supply Council and the Joint. Advisory boars, ‘The replion et ake 
Governments bave not yet been received, hut itis understood that tie pruppers 
are likely to be accepted. In that event the Joint Supply Council sal cent 
the subsidiary toards will comprise, in addition to tle Syriec: Leave pea oes 
Frosch members, representatives of the British aud’ Aiperieia tose 
Secretaviata nd of the Anglo American MESC. unit. The MES. repre 
sentatives wil, however, confine themselves to giving advice In respect of we 
which still remain under MES. control 8S = 

Both the Syrian and Lebanese Governments have now been informed that 
the Allied authorities swish the O.C.P. to continne for a farther seme 3tt 
objections were raised by the Governments, but the Syrians make iter tno 
they wished to take a larger share in the ieneral adininiuration cf shat ofest 


uz 


Frenct cted to finance the O.C.P. for the coming year, as previously, 
erie ens Oe nore ara 
Of the necewary funds. ‘This contribution would be welcomed by the French as 
it would be an aided guarantee ducing what is considered to be a crucial year 
from the finance point of view. Tt is hoped thatthe O.C.P. wil obtain the consent 
Of the Syrian Government to a lowering of cereal prices. This, however, wil 


‘certainly be opposed by the Syrians, 


Syria—Damascus. ~ 

‘Acting Syrian Prime Minister, at’ a meeting with Count Ostrorog on 

the 25th April rcterved to the popular once a the dy in Geral Beret 

: dea formal Gernand for the withdrawal o : 
15S Alsoutto ance om tis gayest Unt the Sevan Goverment were responsible 
c malotaining of inw oa order, an . 

Cet alt head a commission for the settlement of Sg bath 

disputes involving Suleiman Murshid. The French must understand, said, 

{hat he Syrians tonne on having contol of the Troupes Spates 

On the 25th “April student demonstrations. were held. in. Damascus in 

connesion withthe formation of ational army The sindenta were prevent 

by police intervention from approaching the Serail; no incident occurred and the 
femonst i fare noon, : 

seme Majeayrs Mannie strongly dined the Sera nto ait he men 

r Druze squadron referred to in. Weekly Politica) Summ 

Rov e0, section, ay paragraph Ii andetd hate Sian ators now 
intend to ‘them as watchmen in different parts of the country. 

ie Pca ee aes to take action bead them. Their four banged 

are beld responsible for the mutiny, are, however, to be the subject of judicial 

Pree ‘I i 4 abolishin, 

‘sitting of the Chamber on the 24th April laws were passed abolishing 

See rane saiter, and ahora the bniaty 

Piannce to tue silver and nickel coinage to the value of 1.8, 14 million 
Glass Deputy sakvstiel = writen prapost liek ibe Speier elepstion Pele 
Fatss ss Hoseson of Lhe ieturn of Aleandietie Ve Gfile Ri ihe tan, Rrancisn> 


lad visited Syria during the week. According 
ci ry for Foreign Affairs it ‘a ot Ree iatentlop 
‘of the Syrian Government to appoint a. representative to Chungkin 
though it i ees hat the Syrian Mtitner in Tehran, when appointed, will 
leo be accredited to China, ys i 
§ d'Aflaires of the USSR. haa informed the Syrian Governmont 


mae have been two unimportant demonstrations during the week in Aleppo. 


general political situation is unchanged, though the present period of outward 
mane oes sccruhort on. inproramenic tn Braneeigrian relaidne, Whisk twos 
strained. 


Jebel Druse . ; 
F'mir Hassan el Atrash and the Qaimagam of Chahba are incensed by 
Ihe contions site ofthe ByrisnGowenetnnt taped te eatin ino 
the gendarmerie of the wen of the Druze squadron referred to in section 3, 
ph 3 above. ‘They claim at th men had een dismissed because they 
Tefuaed to accept orders which would have brought them into conflict with 
the Sreian gendarmerie, and that the Government, 40 far. from baving recognised 
patric rire, aFe al men, The Emir maintains that, i 
Goremarone bot tke on the see settee ant Govetivent and sat French 
demonstrations may be expected in the Jebel Druze, together with widesp 
mutiny among the French-commanded troops there. 
Alaouites. ; 
jcal Officer, Lattakia, reports a deterioration in the sitnation in the 
Paeeet: es rae Alnor ‘mountains, but that so far this has not 
led to further disturbances 
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Lebanon. 


‘The, Lebanese Prime Minister has been making persistent efforts citber to 
stifle oF to compound with the Opposition to his Goveriment.. He has suppressed 
several ofthe move sociferonaly critical newspaper, and he and his Minuater for 

Foreign Affairs have spent many hours arguing with their critics. As a result. 
“reconciliation ” between the Government and the Riad. Solhi group was 
Arranged, and the Prime Minister obtained a uuauinaus vote of confdence'in the 
Chamber on the Ist May. It is probable, therefore, that the so-called crisis will 
‘not now come to a head, ax Rind es Solh and his partisans are well aware thal 
they do not, yet command a majority in the Chausber, 

Camille’ Chamoun, the Lebanese Minister in London, returned to Beirat by 
Air on the 26th April. The ostensible purpose of his visit is to. procure 2 
prolongation of his leave of absence from the Chamber, of which he temains a 

poly; the real reason, ax he has admitted in conversation, is to investigate the 
local political situation aud to ascertain whether the present Government are 
pureuing w policy compatible with the ideal of Lebanest independence. He has 
also atated bis. view that the policy of His Majesty's Government is evolving ii 
A manner satisfactory to the States. He was given a demonstrative welenoe, 
‘taged by Riad es Solh and his pari, but there is no doubt that his published 
declarations while in London in support of the aspersions of the L States 
have much increased his local reputation, which now stands very high, 

‘The Lebanese Chamber on the 30h April were given a somewhat gloomy 
pioture of the finan situation of the Lebanon by the committee on the financial 
accounts of the 1M budget, The committee report pointed out that. while 
the yoar's working showed a surplus of 2 million SyFinn pounds, two-thirds of the 
expanditore went in the form of salaries and allowances, and some & million 
Syrian pound ot various other unproductive expenses, leaving ‘only 4 million 
Syrian founds for constructive projets The report criticised the Gonerument + 
financial policy and recommendest various tuethods of retrenching administrative 
exponditure.. Tn the course of the enmuing debave the Banque de Syrie came tn 
for sharp criticism by soveral Deputies, and the cancellation of ite agreement 19 
favour of a justor one wos advocated. "The Prime Minister admitted an anttusl 
daficit of between 8 and D million Syrian pounds in the aupply services, and spoko 
‘iso of the unhappy. rosults of the inflationary policy of the Banque de & 

He said that the Government wore looking into these matters and’ realised the 
evesity for draatio action if the countey'n finances were to be safeguarded. A 
ommitteo from the Chamber was to be appointed for the purpose. 

“The Chinese Minister in Traq hax sited the Tobandn ae the guest of the 
Lebanese Government The press announced that he had come to'discass the 

n of the establishment of a Chineve Legation, but he himself denied thet 
hi * it DaNBSY, Apocial ee 

four bankruptcies have occurred among local firms and conside: 
resins has 0 be man 1, ctties ox the wesult of the cack 
jownward treud in, wholesale prices, which threaten severe losses tp eae 
Mad Prices, which threaten severe lowes to speculators 


ie 
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Extracts from the Weekly Political Summary No. 162, Secret, Syria ahd the 

Conercgtbinen Sth Many, YAS —(Reevieed in Forsign Offer, 20K May 
The Syrian and Lebanese Governments were informed on 

and rd respectively. fy both the Erench and British authorities. that the 

raiser Montealm would be arriving on the 6th May, bringing $00 Senegalese 
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troops, who were destined to relieve another Senegalese battalion which would 
be repatriated by the same ship. It was explained to them that the relief was 
4 normal military measure which had been known to be under consideration for 
Some months past, aud that although we considered the move to be untimely and 
should have preferred that the French did not use a warship for the purpose, 
We were aware that they had no civilian shipping available. The Lebanese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs proceeded to Damascus to consilt the Syrian 
Government on the situation and as a result both Governments have addressed a 
ote to the French, with copies to Allied representatives, stating that in their 
‘opinion the time has come when the ordinary international usages in regard to the 
Boverent of foreign troops to.or through tbe territory of a sovereign State 
should be applied to their countries. The Syrian note 1s worded in rather stronger 
terms than the Lebanese. Telegrams have also been sent to the delegations at 
San Francisco instructing them to bring the incident to the notice of the Allied 
representatives there. It is believed that the Lebanese will be instructed to take 
A more moderate line than that which the Syrian Delegation will be asked to 
follow. 

‘The Montcalm arrived on the morning of the 6th May, bringing 800 Senegalese 
troops and 100 French sailors. The troops, who disembarked without their 
arms, were immediately sent to Tripoli, whence the battalion to be relieved: is 
‘also being brought. -No incidents attended the arrival, and the normal courtesies 
were ex: ;ween the captain and the Lebanese Government, Both Govern- 
ments are, however, extremely uneasy that this move may presage further 
of troops and: rumours are already widespread amongst. the. populai 
‘anything up to 60,000 troops may be expected in the neat future. ‘These rumours, 
some of which are undoubtedly of French origin, will be exploited hy the Lebanese 
‘oppanents of the present régime. ‘The situation nt present is very tense. 


Syria—Damaseus. 

Ata sitting of the Chamber on the Ist May, the draft law for the ertablish- 
ment of the Ministry of National Defence met with considerable criticism on the 
lines that the Deputies were unwilling to apr the proposals before receiving 
eamaranoee Tegarting nagouialsons with the Trench. “Same of the Deputios ales 
fee ep their opposition to the conclusion of’ cultural agreetent with France 
tefore the question of the army had been solved, 

‘The Acting Prime Minister informed His Majest ‘Consul that the French 
had agreed to the Syrian Government employing the other ranks of the recently- 
Uiguitttel Dorase subecitn provided tap warn nok antiga in tbe pacdaanrie 
and not pitt into uniform (ace Weekly Political Summary No. 101, Section 3, 
Pesaro 3). On the 4th May the Acting Prime Mynister. informed. His 

ajesty's. Consul thal, as a Fesull of the itustion crested by thearrival of the 
French cruiser and afier discussion, with the Labnnets, the Goyerament, had 
cided to enlist the Druze squadron in the gendarmerie and that he intended to 
make a plain statement of sitnation in the Chamber. He added that he 
thought there would certainly be demonstrations in the town when the facts 
‘became known. As a result of further representations from His Majesty's 
Conwal in the form of a personal mestage from His Majesty's Minister, the Acting 
Prime Minister agreed to go back on the decision to enlist. the Draze squadron 
‘hough itis understood that they aro being taken on to the Government pay rol 
‘and paid from police funds but are not being armed or given uniforms and are 
being sent to their home vill . 

any. well-wishers visited the Rossin Legation on May Day to congratula 
the chargé d'affaires. A meeting was held by the Communist party at which 
about 1.200 persons were present; Zionism and Grealer Syria were atticked 
fand the transfer of the army demanded. 


Aleppo. 

‘The French as well as the Syrians in the Aleppo area appear to be uneasy 
fat the delay in General Beynet's return. ‘The French officer commanding in 
Aleppo echoed the views which Count Ostrorog had expressed: to His Majesty's 
Consal the previous week that there were common Franco-British interests in 
the Near East and that close. Franco-British collaboration was essential, He 
went as far as to say that unless Britain intervened on behalf of France, the 
French wonld be unable to obtain satisfactory terms from the Syrians. 
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Homs-Hama, 
The 


Damascus 


Alaouites. 


On the rd May a fight occurred beween gendarmes and inhabitants o! 

Naouro, tho former‘ thetr way to relieve the pests at Fakhoors wah ata 

‘Tho gendarmes fought until. their ammunition was exhausted and. then 

surrendered, three of them being wounded. A passing Druze officer and five men 

nade the illagers return, the captured, arms ‘and. equipment. ‘The. French 
formed the Syrian Government on the 7th Ma rene! 

‘ren would be withdrawn within three days, 12 't ¥"=R«h troops in the bat 


Euphrates and Jezireh, 


‘The main topic of intorest is the threat presented by the presence of 
which har appeared cat of Deirex Zor and | oth north and foath of the iver 
rs"" of the Moroccan species. are id east = 
Hast wed Quine and ithe Katoor vay patents Hse 
also present in the latte fen Bri are 

ing Ue Tora nator In countermeasure °” Bets army lorien 


Tribal 
‘The Mohafez of the Euphrates left for Bagdad o 

by tho katmakamn of Abu Kemal and the cemmendant of 

Kuphrates. ‘The Director of Syrian Tribal Affairs is aloo e 

At tho last moment Shaikh Jedaan al Hiffel of the Agai to. 


Bagdad, However, his son, Abboud, w: waded 0. g0 i en 
he profemed considerable fear for his ‘personal safety ‘whiieta Balan ioe 


Ist May accompanied 
he gendarmerie in the 


Lebanon. 


At x private meeting on the 20th Aj 
Henri Phavaon on the ote hand and Rind 
‘other, a ** reconciliation” was ai 

when’ askin, 


: id accordi 
Depaties were unable to follow him in this e 
is understood to have no intention of 

Mr. Stettinins 


‘concerned since Zionis a 
frontiers of Palestine into the 


181 


Lebanon itself... Mr: Stettinius's reply states that the United States Government 
will bear in mind the views: of the Lebanese and of the other Arabs when 
considering the problem of Palestine, and recalls the United States Government's 
‘expressed view that no decision affecting the basic situation in Palestine should 
be reached without consultation with both Arabs and Jews. 


(B 8775/5/80) 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 163. Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
or week ending 15th Moy, 1943.-{Receied in Foreign Ofice 4th June.) 


Genero 

‘The end of the war in Europe was officially celebrated during the week 
throughout both States, Receptions ‘were. given by” the Presidents of - both 
republics at- which members of the diplomatic corps and representatives of the 
‘Allied ‘fighting services were prewat., In the principal towns receptions were 
given by the local representatives of the Government and by the British political 
officers and the French és. On the whole the celebrations passed off without 
any major incident, though the general effect hax undonbledly been to resurrect 
much of the bad feeling between the French and the local authorities which has 
teen ying dormatt for the lst fow month \ 

In Damascus incidents occurred in which French soldiers and civil acted 

f provecative manner. Shots were fired anda small namber of prople were 
injured. Police intervention, however, prevented any of the incideuts from 
assuming serious proportions. The Syrian Government protested to the Frech 
authorities against tbe behaviour of French nationals and also against the action 
Of the French Prevote in arresting a Syrian for an alleged-insult to the Freuch 
flag. A hand grenade was also thrown in the early hours of the morning at 
the Chaniber of Depdties. The Syrian Government alleged that this was done 
We three members of the French forces and shots were exchanged or fired into 
the a 

“day celebrations in Beirat, as might have been expected in the prescat 
pate atmosphere, led to a number of rettable incidents and much bad 
feeling all round. For these incidents the behaviour of certain French elements 
most fe held largely responsible. On the 8th May and several days afterwards, 
ill French, estatlialrmonta cwere-laviahle-badlesketlweth Brench Ags usally te 
tie exclusion of the flaga of ny of tho Allies; French Torres filed with the 
employees of French services crates the town plastered with flags, the occupants 
fhertiog each slogans es: "We are guar children and he country ie yours, OF 
de Gaulle"; tricsloars and Russian age were distributed to the townspeople, 
who were bribed to carry them, and tricolours were ‘parachuted over the town 
by rocket; there seems. no: doubt that: instances ocurred of-Erench porsonnel 
gieeavenring (> intimidate shopkeepers nto displaying, preety of General 
de Gaulle, 

While these extravagance: were generally regarded with contempt and 
irritation, and were severely commented on in the press some of the more extreme 
Christians participated im them, The Moslems reacted and staged Arab 

fationalist demonstrations on the Sth and 10th May, in which « fumber of 


feldiers from the Palestine Regiment wore unfortunately persanded to join, The 
fti an 


demonstrators carried. a portrait, of the: ex-Mui ‘shouted  anti-Zionist 
slogans: they did some damage in the Jewish quarter, apparently because a young 
‘Jew had shouted an insult against the Prophet: and when, near a French convent, 
‘a stone was thrown at the Mnfti's portrait, the demonstrators assumed the 
‘convent to be responsible, pulled down: its French flags and broke its windows, 
and thereafter went through the town polling down every tricolonr they saw. 
Two French officers who. intervened were assaulted. Some French-commanded 
Lebanese troops reacted in their turn, down at least one Union Juck and 
in.» free fight with the Palesti ch was stopped by’ military 
fice after the gendarmerie had failed. The British military authorities with 
drew the Palestinians and placed the town out of hounds. “The French authorities 
protested vigorously, but after discussion with IXth Army the matter is under- 
‘stood to have been settled. 
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:i:0n the 11th May the Lebanese Minister for: Foreign Aftsirs: hearing that 
Brunch troops were tearing down portraits of the Lebanese President, cantly 
told the French territorial commander to remove. his troops from the streets, 
failing which le would order the gendarmerie to fite on anyose Insulting the 
Lebanon. General Hamblot, with surprising meekness, did so and there eve ho 
tore incidents, The question of these disturbances was taised sh the Chester 
of Deputies on the 14th May. when the Prime Minister stated that attempts 
to divide the population had failed in the face of general condemnation of the 
Perpetrators and that the Lebation, backed by 40 million Arabs, would pursae the 
path of full independence 
General Heynet returned quietly by air on the 12th May and aaw the Lebanese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the Lith May. The Minister for Forcige atlas 
saploe of the conduct ofthe Freac dariag the recent diturbancer and sad 
the Palestinian troops, though they bad faken part, had at 
the dignity of the Latanon: ‘Ntther the waasier nk We ate ae 
the Fretich proposals for a settlement were discussed ct 
Allaire learnt rom General Beynet that a F for 
levant 


Syria—Damascus, 


i 
cer at the 


phn 
etal hee 

General Oliva has just teen promoted) was not invited 
Victor tion given by the Presi of the incident 
witcha tesa a at 


cer se Weekly al Summary No. 141 
Teston.S paragraph 2), at which he was considered by the Syrians to have Neate 
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It is reported by the British Overseas Airways representative in Damascus 
that on the 5th May the American Minister approached the local French Air 
Force authorities in order to obtain permission for the use of the Mezze airport 
and its facilities. ‘The British Overseas Airways representative believes that the 

I is to run a twice-weekly service for the purpose of carrying mi 
Fecd2via Lisbon, Istantal, Damascos, Tehran, to Indin 


Aleppo. 
In Aleppo the French flag was noticeably omitted by Nationalists from their 
ation schemes, On the night of the 10th May local boy scouts and. schol 

loys of all religious denominations, over 1,800. in number, with potice and fire 

brigade bands, after serenading the Mobafez, made a friendly demonstration 

‘outside the British Consulate, Neither the French Delegation nor other consulates 

were similarly favoured. 4 
‘The Rev. Atakios Coussa arrived at Aleppo on the 27th April, having been 

charged by the Vatican to investigate the affairs of the Maronite community and 

to enquire into the recommendation pot forward by the Apostolic delegate at 

Beirut that Mgr. Akras, the Maronite Archbishop of North Syria, sbould be asked 

to resign and be replaced, On the 4th May Myr Akras duly handed in his 

resignation, 

Homs and Hama. 

Locusts have now reached an area only six miles from Homs. Locusts for 
eating are now on sale at £8.7 per sackful at Palmyra and £84 per sackful at 
Qariatein, 

Alaouites 
There have been further minor incidents in the Alaouite area, On the 

18th May the French délégué at Lattakia stated that he lind roosived no orders 

to withdraw French troops from the obit area, 

Tribal. 

I is reported that the Shammar-Agaidat Conference in Bagdad has settled 
‘outstanding differences between the two tribes, with a balance of payments of sotne 
90 odd camels by the Agaidat to the Shammnar and some 300 sheep by the Shammar 
tothe Agaidat 
Frontier. 

A report from French sources describes a clish on the Tureo Syrian frontier 
oar Yassirim on the 25th April, hetween Torkish soldiers and Syrian inhabitants 
of Kamiahlia who had altempied to cro the frontier 10 make purchase, i 
‘Turkish territory. “Two Turkish soldiers are stated to have been killed and a 
few soldiers wounded; ax a reprisal the Turkish military authorities are «aid 
to have arrested a few villagers from Yassirim 


Lebanon, 
See ** General "* above. 
On she 14th May the Chamber began the eximination of the 1045 budget 


Several Depiities criticised the resent financial policy of the Govern- 
iment. which the Prime Minister defended. werd 


Ata press conference on the 12h Muy tho Minister for Foreign Afi stated 


that no negotiations had begun between the Lebanese Goverment and the French 
for a University Convention. He also declared that the Government had, taken 
‘no decisions abont civil aviation or abodt the American application for concessions 
to erect oil refineries at Tripoli 

A delegation from the Araby Union Society of Cairo, beaded by Fuad Abaza 
Pasha, arrived in Beirut on the 12th May and will be the guests of the Government. 
‘Their objects apparently to open an Aral) Union Centre 

Tn general the week has shown a marked increase in tension, as a result of 
tho V-day disturbances, the arrival of the French cruiser Montcalm, with troops, 
fand the spread of rumours (some probably French-inspired) that anything up'tn 
{90,000 more French troops may be expected to arrive in the near future. 
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Estracts from Weekly Political Summury, No. 168, Secret, Syria and the 
Lebanon, Zind May, 1945.—(Keceieed 16th October.) 
General 

‘THERE has bee « rapid deterioration inthe general situation in the Levant 
States during the week. Following the increase in tension arising out of V-day 
incidents, reported in Weekly Political Summaty No, 163, General, the arrival 
of the French cruiser Jeanne Are on the 17th May, bringing about 600 French 
reinforcements, has aroused intense public indignation in both States, and, in 
Syria at least, had led to a high state of tension. ‘The belief is widespread that 
the return of General Beynet (on the 12th May) was deliberately delayed so that 
hho might be able to present the French demands to the Levant States Govern 
‘ments simultancodsly with the arrival of these reinforcements, 

On the 18th May General Beynet, at a meeting in Damascus with the 
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of both Syria and the Lebanon, presented thein with 
4 note, in which wore set out the French proposals for a settlement. ‘The note 
stated that French interests in the States are cultural, economic and. strategic, 
and proposed that the cultural interests should be safeguarded ly a University 
Convention; the commercial interests by agreements on the lites of ** usual inter 
national procedure,” ey. Eaablishment and Cousular Convention and a com 
mercial agreement; and the strategic interests by the establishment of military 
bases which would guarantee the lines of communication between France and hee 

ions. Once agreement had been reached on these three points, 
h Government would be prepared to hand over the Troupes Spéctiles to 
the States, with the reserve that they should remain under French command "as 
Jong a circumstances do not permit the full exercise of national commands 
On the 19th May the Syrian and Lebanese Presidents met at Chtaura; 
nil Bey Mardam, Abdul Hamid Kerami, and Henri Pharaon were present. A 
& issued jointly by the two Governments on the 21st May on the results 
rence stated that the two parties had considered the situation which 
‘Arovo from (a) the arrival of French troops subsequent to the presentation to the 
Allied Powers by the two Goveruments of notes requesting that foreigy troy 
‘should not enter their territory without their previous consent, and. (B) the 
French proposals for a general settlement which had been handed to the Syrian 
and Lebanese Ministers for Foreign Affairs by General Beynet on the 17th May, 
Tho two Governments had reached the conclusion that the disembarkation of 
these troops was an infringement of their sovereignty, and that General Beynot's 
ote contained proposals incoupatible with Syrian and Lebanese independence 
‘Thay had consequently agreed to refuse to enter into negotiations and to throw 
on the French Government all responsibility which might result from this 
situation and ali to unite their action for the defence of the independence af 
he two countries. Notes closely following the lines of the communiqué, which 
was subsequently published. had previously been comununicaled by both, Govern- 
ments to General Beynet and to the British, United States and Soviet 
representatives. 

‘The principal towns in both countries were closed on the 19th May and 
demonstrations took place. In Damascus and Aleppo serious incidents occurred 
on the 19th and 20th in which « number of Syrians were killed and wounded, 
(For details see Syria-Damascus and Aleppo ively of this Summary.) 

jit! Syria hostility to the French is more active than at any time slice the 
Allied occupation, There are indicatioos that many leaders, especially of the 
National bloc, are ansious to force the issne before more troops arrive, and it is 
probable that these clemente are Tehind the disorders which have already 
Sccurted, as the students asd popilation will in general take orders from thent 
‘The Government seem uncertain how to act. They are reported to be sounding: 
auch elements.as tribal chiefs and Druzes in order to ascertain how far they can 
count oni them for armed assistance against the French if need arises, and they 
are doubtless also in touch with the other Arab Governments for the arp. 
Theit futtire course of action will to some extent at least be conditioned by the 
replies they receive. In the Lebanon, although extreme Christians are’ still 
Obsessed with the advantages of Prench protection, hostility to the French ie more 
leepread than at any the since Novetaber 1948 
lut, whatever policy the Governments desire to pursue, there is = limit to 


wid 
their influence over their undisciplined populations, and there is at least cor 
iderable danger that disorders will increase rather than deesexse’ : 
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‘The Syrian President had a recurrence of internal hemorthage an the night 
of ret ‘May. At his request Colonel Bodley Scott of the Forty Third 
General Hospital, Beirut, visited him on the 20th and gave him a blood trans- 
fasion. Two British doctors, in addition to a number of local doctors, are looking 
after him and be lias British night and day nurses. He is reported to be making 
good progress. A 
‘Syria—Damascus 

‘The town has been closed since the 19th May and demonstrations have taken 
place daily, On the 19th, as a result of missiles thrown from the French hospital 
At the demonstrators, the crowd overturned and set fire to two French lorries 
Several grenades were thrown by Frenchmen and some exchange of shots took 

lace One Algerian Freuchman was arrested by the Syrian gendarmerie, after 
javing thrown one grenade, with 8 second in his hand. Twenty-three Syrian 
‘casualties were detained in hospital. The gendarmerie restored order shortly 
After midday, and Freoch and British troops were withdrawn from the streets 

On the 20th there was a number of clashes between the demonstrators and 
endarmerie, the later doing their utmost to protect French building, and 
Thstallations; firing continued for a large part of the torning, but only three 
le were wounded, Demonstrations have continued and. isolated incidents 

mave cocurred, but Up to the present the gendarmerie have taken action solely 

guinst Syriais in order to protect French interests. The French have monnt 
iditional guards on a number of their installations and more than once have 
‘ent lorry loads of arihed troops through the streets. ‘The Syrians hiave protested 
{o the French against low flying aircraft, the throwing of bombs by Frenchmen, 
the placing of road control posts on the outskirts of the town and the mounting 
of guards and tanks in and Around the town. The French have protested at the 
x by the Government of the inhabitants of Damascos, and at yarious 

incidents in which French men or French institutions have been attacked. 

‘The Syrian Government are couplaining bitterly that their gendarmerie are 
inadegoately armed, and on the 21st May specifically requested the Commander 

mhief, Middle East, to supply them with transport and 2500 rifles. Mean- 
while, they have enlisted into the gendarmerie between 400 and 500 university 
Students and propose to give them three days’ training, after which they will be 
med with oid rifles retained by the Government. when the gendarmerie. was 
rearmed, and will assist in maintaining order in the town: 


Aleppo. 

Minor demonstrations ceeurred in Aleppo on the 16th and the 19th May. 
On the 20th a crowd of nearly 1,000 young men, many of whom were armed, 
stoned the Prévité Headquarters and attacked a French motor ear, the oceupanta 
‘of which fired in the air, One demonstrator was killed and a few injured. The 
‘crowd then returned to the Prévété and again stoned it; a French gendarme 
Killed and further attacks followed on French cars snd tramways and on isola 
French soldiers, About midday the French sent four tanks and four armou 
‘ears into the town to clear the streets and restore order, 

‘The Mobafez informed His Majesty's consul that after the first incident 
reported above, the Mohafer had asked the French officer commanding troops to 
put the town out of boonds to his men and had repeated this request Inter in the 
day, but the officer commanding didnot agree, and French officers and ten 
continued to cireulate in Aleppo. The auilties reported are: killed ; 
French 8, Syrians 8, and wounded = French 12, Syrians 22 


mere Tame A Battalion Déwert Lége reported 

Alaouite members of the Battalion oF wore , 
fo hate planned to pay of old cote tn fo ely tm the oiatian OF the pubic 
restoration of the French flag to the Sdreté building, which had been torn down 
the previous week. After strong representations to the Déléqué the ceremony 
was called off, and, although a considerable number of arms, including: tommy 
guns, had been brought. into the town and the shops were shnt, no incident 
occurred. 


Jebel Druze. 
Sixty-three of the other ranks of the Druze Squadron recently '* 
by the French at Home have been faken on the strength of the Druze gi 
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and have been issued with arms and uniforms, preparatory to heing used as 
watehmen. 

‘The Emir Hasstn-el-Atrash has informed the Political Officer that he bas 
had an interview with the Syrian President at which he offered to call over the 
loyal officers of the Groupement Druze and to take prisoner all French officers in. 
the Jebel whenever the Government wishes. ‘The Government are understood to 
hhave asked him to hold his hand. 


Libanon, 

‘The Jeanne d'Are sailed on the 2st May taking 19 French civilian and 
220 military and nay: nel. 

On the 17th May the Chamber met again to discass the situation resulting 
from the arrival of the Jeanne d'A.c. Khalil Abu Jaoudeh, a Maronite deputy, 
made a, violent speech of protest against this infringement of Lebanese 
independence, and the Prime Minister, in reply, stated that the Lebanon was 
ropared to fight for her sovereignty anid called pon the other Arab nations ta 
shed their blood, if need be, in this cause, He stated that the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs had proceeded to Damascus to concert action with the Syrian 
Government. 

Beirnt and Tripoli were completely closed from the 19th May to the 
21st May. ‘The Goverument had apparently ordered this closure as a symbol of 
protest against the arrival of troops and French proposals ‘There were no serious 
inoidents. A large section of the press has published outspoken articles con. 
domning the despatch of French. troopa and reaffirming Lebanese determination 
to achiove complete independence. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, who claims 
With some truth to have the situation completely in hand, in clearly opposed to 
fany disorders, and is. said to be Preparing a draft treaty for simoltaneons 

to France, Great Britain and the United States, so as to avoid the 
impression. that the Lebanese Government are adopting a merely negative 
attitude in the face of French proposals. Sorious disorders are, therefore, not 
‘w be feared unless and until the situation in Syria deteriorates more markedly 

The Lebanese Chamber met onthe 15th and 16th May to continue. the 

study of the budget... Several depution objected strongly to the Government's 
ing the contract for the French financial adviser, but after the 
that he was a tinefal man and that his title had been 

of “expert” the necessary credit war voted. 
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Extracts from Weekly Potitical Summary, No. 165, Seerét, Syria and the 


Lebanon, 20th May, Y945.—(Received 10th October) 
Genorat. 


During the week tension increased. throu 
came more frequent and more serious. 

steady. increase in the number of deserters f 
there smo evidence that the Syrian Government. encom 
All towns remained clowd. His Majesty's Minister and’ G.O.C, Oth Army 
cootinued to urge patience and restraint on both sides, but it was increasingly 
evident chat such counsels gue Sentinus ilfnitly tobe eflctne. More 
over, the texts of the two al raft proclamations by General Oliva Roget, 
couched in language which could only betoken an intention to force the ise, 
‘came into the posseasion of the Syrian Government. ‘The French Sous-Délégué 
admitted that one of the texts was authentic hut asserted that he had burnt it 
fand declared the other to be a forgery: the Syrians were convinced that both were 
genuine. Subsequent events suggest that they are right 

Minor incidents occurred in many towns on the 23rd, 94th and 25th. On 
the 26th, in. an interview with His Majesty's Minister, General Beynet talked 
‘about the "hattle atmos gus and expressed the view that if 
the Syrians wanted it they could have it. On the 27th May the Freach military 
uuthorities requisitioned O.C.P. lorries in Aleppo and Damascus and on the 
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‘same day the D.H.P. railways was sabotaged near Hama, trains in both directions 
being turned buck. During this period telephone and telegraphic communication 
between the various Syrian towns began to break down and by the 26th no 
communication was possible except by wiselees from Dasnascus in any direction 
other than to Beirut. On the night of the 27th-25th a northbound train was 
derailed at Kaoukab, some 15 miles north of Hama, and three French armoared 
cars were ambushed at Hama, one being burnt out and destroyed, During the 
fight of the 27th and on the morning of tie 25th and 20th there was indis 
criminate mortaring and. shelling by the French of both Homs and Hama, with 
umeros casualties. The situation in both towns rapidly deteriorated with 
the French isolated and fring at any moving object, and the roads barricaded. 
On the morning of the 20h it was reported that the Transjordan Consul had 
been shot and seriously wounded by fire from the French barracks whilst entering 
Deraa in a car flying the Transjondan flag, and that fighting bad broken ont 
there between the French and the local population. It was also reported by the 
French that tribal horsemen had attacked the main Euphrates bridge at. Deir 
ex-Zor. 

‘Tho Syrian Government until the 28th) succeeded in maintaining a Ian 
meastire of control and in Damascus in particular the behaviour of the 
gendarmerie was most praiseworthy. Ax was to be expected, however, as 
Comunictions broke down and incident followed incident, the local authorities, 
without the means of support from the central Government, found it increasingly 
difficult to control the actions of the people in the face of French provocation 

The French continued to display their guns, their armour and their armed 
forces in a way which convinced the Syrians that force was the argument which 
the French intended to use. General Beynet himself in a conversation with the 
Army Commandet twico used the word "intimidation ” when referring to the 
reasons for low flying by French aircraft and other displays of Frenich forces. 

At7 o'clock on the evening of the 29th May, when the Syrian Chamber had 
failed to meet through lack of a quorum, a shot was fired near the Serail in 
Pasmascun apparentiy at a deserter: fire was immediately opened on the crowd 
from the Cherkiss Barracks and a general fosillade followed from the French 
all over the tows. Civilians and gendarmerie in the streets eventually replied, 
and soon afterwards the French opened indiscriminate mortar and artillery fire 
‘on the centre of the town. At 8 o'clock just before dark ani aeroplane flew in 
find dropped at least two bombs, one of which hit the Citadel 


Syria—Damaseus. 
(Atm sitting of the Chamber of Deputies en the 24th May laws wert. pussad 
for the creation of a foree of 5,000 geudarmes and for the recruitment in Ue case 
Of necewsity of a National Guard of all Syrians between 18 and 60. Ata sitting 
of the Chamber on the 26th, violent. ati-French speeches were inade and the 
Acting Primo Minister stated that it had been decided to request. meeting 
of the Arab League Council to consider the position of the Levant States. 
Considerable excitement was caused in the town on the 26th May when the 
Syrian authorities obtained the text of a secret French communiqué addressed 
General Oliva-Roget to all French subjects, in which it was stated that the 
rench should be patient for a few days or only for a few hours, that every man 
should hold himself in readiness for “In grande bagarte,” when acconnta would 
be settled at one blow. The French at first denfed the alithenticity of the docu- 
‘ment, but finally admitted that it had been prepared as a draft 


Aleppo. 

On the night of the 23rd-24th the one remaining French unit in the Citadel 
was withdrawn to barracks outside the town without. incident, after the inter 
yention of His Majesty's Consul at the request of both the Mobafez and the 
French authorities to obtain a guarantee from the Syrians that. the cotivey 
would be unmolested. Two batteries of French 75's have remained trained on 
the town; intermittent indiscriminate firing has taken place and there have been 
‘some castalties, “The French control the western quarter of Aleppo where they 
Patrol the streets under the muzzles of their field guns and their machine guns, 
‘the remainder of the town is under Syrian control 
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Jebel: Druze. 
‘Tho situation in the Jebel Druze remained tense all the week and the Mobafez 
of Soueida informed the Political Oficer that if the signal for revolt is given to 
the Druze troops they will immediately declare for the Government, overpower 
the French officers and hold the Citadels in the principal towns 
See also General Section. 


Uaouiter 
Eventa in the rest of Syria have been followed with close interest. The 
general feeling is probably one of relief that nothing hes taken place in Laitakia 
Following the statement which he made by proxy in the Syrian Chambet 
bat he was now prepared to support the National Government, Suleiman Murshid 
eturned to his home in Jobit from Damascus on the afternoon of the 20th May. 


Lebanon. 
Syria have overshadowed everything else during the past. week. 
fiovernment has maintained close contact with the Syrian Govern. 
ment and a meeting was held at Chtaura on.the 26th May at which it was decided 
e.geques a meeting of the Arab League Council. THis Majesty's Minister saw 
both Ministers of Foreign Affairs after the meeting and t ibility of the 
Preparation of treaties for simultancous discussion ‘with the British, American 
‘and French Goseraments was discussed 
‘The town of Beirut, was closed on 24th May as a sign of sympathy with the 
nd & number of anti-French articles and cartoons have appeared in the 
joint Syrian and Lebanese Press announcement was made in San 
Francino on the 23rd May in which it was stated that neither Government could 
accept. the French demande, 
Tho French have been encotraging the Christian 
tion, and on the 29th May at, the instigation of Mur. Tapouni, the Maronite 
Patriarch convoked a meeting of all the heads of Christian communities at Bkerke 
to discuss "' the present situation,””. The announcement of this meeting caused 
some uneasiness amongat tho Moslems and the possibility of holding a Moslem 
ontorodce was ipooted, it was decided, however, thatthe danger of provokion. 
inter-communal feeling would outweigh any advantage, and the idea has now 
been dropped. The Greek Orthodox. Pal sent a letter to the Maronite 
Patriaroh informing him that he could not attend nor could he delegate anyone 
to do 40 sinco such discussions should not be confined to Christians only. At the 
Conference a number of resolutions were put forward declaring that the delegates 
fully supported the sovereignty and independence af the Lebanon and that they 
looked to France and the country’s other Allies to protect them, and expressing 
desire to live on friendly terms with neighbouring countries and with the allies 
of the Lebanon. A furthor resolution recommended that a treaty should be made 
with France in which the independence of both countries should be safeguarded 
In the pro-French Press acconnite of the meeting suggested that agreement to 
these resolutions had been unanimous. but in fact the Maronite Archbishop, 
Moubarek, of Beirut, and the Maronite Bishops Haj and Abdullah Khonri and 
the Greek Catholic Archbishop Sayigh, did not agree with the last resolution 
the Orthodox Armenian delegates said ‘they had no power to aign on bebalf nf 
aa < e arbi 
1o instances havo been reported from the provincial towns of Franco. 
Lebanese clashes, win 


(1B 4609/5/80) (13) 


Extracts from the Werkly Political Summary No. 10h, Secret, Syria und the 
Lebanon, 5th June, 1W5.—(Received in Foreign Office. 20th June.) 

Generat 

‘Syria, where the situation bad been deteriorating steadily since early in May, 
finally explovied everywhere during the past week. Homs and Hama had already 
gone up; on the 29th May the French garrisons in the Jebel Druze and Haurat 
were bloodiessly liquidated by the Syrians; on the night of the 23-20th May 
trouble started in Deir ex-Zor, and on the evening of the 20th May heavy firing 
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broke out iu Damascus and Deir ez-Zor, continaing until the Ist Sune. Lattakia 
alone of the principal towns remained quiet, 

During, the past mouth His: Majesty's Government, in concert. with the 
American Goverument, had repeatedly warned General de Gaulle of the dangers 
inherent in the situation in the Levant States and particularly in the event of 
the arrival of further French reinforcements, however small in number, us a 
Prelude to the presentation of the French proposals for a treaty. As soon as 
Feports of the outbreak of open hostilities in Damascus and other parts of Syria 
were received in Londo the Cabinet met to consider what steps could be taken 
io restore order in the States and to eliminate the serious threat to Allied lines 
of communication with the Ear East. On the afternoon of the Ist May 
Mr. Edew informed the House of Commons. that a message from the. Prime 
Minister was being handed tw General de Gaulle in Paris stating that, in view 
of the grave situation which had arisen between French troops and the Levant 
Hates and he severe fighting which lad Broken out, His Majesty's Goverment 
had. with profound regret ordered. the Commander-in-ch iddle Rast, to 
intervene in order to prevent further bloodshed and to restore order; once firing 
hhad ceased His Majesty's Government would. be prepared to begin tripartite 
discussions in London,” President Truman telegraphed to. Me. Churchill ix 
approval of the order to the Commander-in-chief, Middle East 

In. the late afternoon of the Bist. May General Pillean, who had taken 
‘command of the Ninth Army in place of General Holmes, abseut on sick leave, 
informed General Humblot of the commander-in-chief's instructions to intervene 
to restore order; General Humblot said that he had received instructions from 
Paris that French troops were not to resiet sich ‘The. Syrian 
President was informed at 6-15 the same day of the a His Majesty’ 
Government were taking, Later in the evening the British commander in 
Damascus informed General Oliva Roget, who said that he had received. no 
instructions and would not accept orders from a British officer, He finally 
admitted that be had received orders, and ordered the cease fire in Damaactn at 
10:15 on the following morning, He was subsequently removed from Damascus 
by order of the commander-in-chief and flew to Paris, whence, however, he has 
tow returned after making a statement to the press which contained a number 
of untraths. 

‘The Commander-in-chief, Middle East, arrived by air in Beirut eacorted ty 
two squadrons of Spittires early on the morning of the Ist June; a British 
erviser and to destroyers alto arrived during the morning. After calli 
General Beynet and being received by the Lebunese President and Cabinet 
company with His Majesty's Minister, atthe Serail, where large and enthusiastic 
crowds had gathered, General Paget proceeded to Damascus with Mr. Shone and 
saw the President of the Syrian Republic, who promised the fullest co-operation 
with British forces. In Damascus, too, there was great popular enthusinen and 
son after the entry of the British forces at 4 p.m. some shops were opened and 
the atrvets were crowded with people. For the next few dayn, however, the town 
remained partially closed and a curfew was imposed to eure that French 
nilitary personnel and civilians were evacuated without incident. 

From the Ist June onwards French military personnel and civilians have 


Rayak in the Bekna. Mar 
have found their way to 
General de Gauille has refused two accept His Majesty's Governtnent’s 
suggeaton of a tripartite conference in London onthe Levant 8 ind has 
‘a counter- of a F conference, including Russia and Chi 
Thole Middle 4 he United 


to discuss the w! East. His Majesty's Government and the United 
States Government at present toth seemed disinclined to accept this, ‘The States 
Governments seemed at first to favonr a five-Power conference, but later indicated 
their preference for three-Power discussions: their main concern was, however, 
to sccure representation for themselves from the outset at any stich conference, 
The Arab League has also staked claim to participate 

The Syrian authorities have shown every wish to co-operate with the 
commander-in-chief, but have stated clearly that they cannot accept any proposal 
which entails French officers or troops remaining in the country. Certainly. at 
Dresent. and possi for along time to come, the lives of French officers in Syria 
will be in danger, 


































































































160 


Many problems remain to be dealt witht. “The most urgent are the future of 
the Troupes Spéciales--many of whom have already deserted (ese section 6 of 
this report) the Mixed Courts, the Customs Department of the Intéréts Communs, 
fhe Sireté aux Armées the French military courts, censorship and. varios 
frontier and passport control services in which the Freach have participated in 
in a press interview on the 4th June General de Gaulle accu tia 
of bul faith the Levant States for a namber of years. Tle referred to compl: 
cations which arose from the attitude taken either at highest level by British 
Government or at low lovel by x mass of agents who assumed on the spot a hostile 
or critical attitude."” He went on to tay that armed hands helped by the Svrian 
police and gendarmerie, which forces earried arms supplied to them by British 
suthoriies, bad been attacing the various French military and civilian estalis: 
ments since the 8th May. There had been some killed. and French troops had 
had to react nnd re-establish order, which, except in Jebel Druze. they had done 
ererywhere, though often with some difficulty, as in Damascus, where certain 
French establishments wore surroursled by crowils of gendarmes and artillery 
Sir E) Grigg, in a press interview in: Beirut on the 11th June. refated a number 
‘of tha allegations made by General Oliva Roget in his preas conference at Pari. 
ts acting: Syrian Prime convened x meeting of the Diplomatic 
Corps on the 4h Ste and asked. in view of General de Garle’s statement that 
the Syrians had attacked Freach installations, that the Corps should prepare a 
report on the condition of the principal French and Syrian buildings 
Econom: 

‘The most urgent problem raised W the tefusal of the Syrians to have any 
further dealings With the French was the focure of the OCT. Mamaseus Rell 
Ihad only sufficient grain for six days, the Lebanon was litte better off, and. the 
firat of the new harvest was ready for purchae and collection. Tt wns obvious 
that the Syrians would not sell grain to the O.C.P,, whic orely connected 
in thar minds with the Brengh the mee so nine O.C1 een sed 

for military purposes by French troops in Ale J Damascus. 
Hote Bg ol i A pe A 
to take over responsibility for feeding the two countries and wet up a temporary 
ganization knows as MLLR.A... hy which the Ninth Army’ will carry oat the 
task of the purchase and distribution of yrain in, co-operation with the local 
Governments, M.LR.A, will take over the transport and property of the 0.C-P. 
and willbe financed by the Syrian and Lebanese Govaeumeats, itn already in 


Syria—Dumasens. 


the night 
oops to withdraw to barracks the eameneen 

Ist June, Both on the 31st May and the Ist June there was considerable looting 
by 8 soldiers anid Troupes Spéciales in the Merje Square and the areas 
Deas ow vite. nasil — ee = ‘that any looting was taking place 

red colitnn entered the town in. the late afternesn 

‘omar the reture bs busta ofall Fach teoopo which had not alten shore 
+ General Oliva Roget's order. By 7 o'clock in the evening the Syrian Rag wns 
‘again flying over the Syrian Parliament building ‘The British forces received 


aan enthusiastic welcome from the people of Dainascis, and a certain mimber of 
Shops were open the same evening. By the oth June the life-of the town had 
Almost returned to normal, the majority ofthe shops were opened and the curfew 
i 

‘Considerable damage was done by high-explosives and fire near the centre 
of the town, and Syrian hospitals and ambulances were fired on by French troops, 
fone Syrian doctor being killed whilst travelling in an ambulance, ‘The official 
Syrian figures of casu for Damascus were: killed, gendarmes 80, 
civilians 400; wounded, seriously 500, minor injuries 1,000; and 500 gendarmes 
missing. One British officer, Major Scott-Nicholson, of 0.C.P.,. was killed in the 
Orient Palace Hotel, and Mrs. Gray of the Church Army, was also killed in the 
Charch Army building. One British officer and one British O.R. were injured 
hy mortar fire, and.a British Indian subject was amongst a number of prisiners 
in the Citadel who lost their lives when bombs and shells fell on the prison there 


Aleppo. 

‘The town remained closed and uneasy during the week and there was sporadic 
‘booting but no actual fighting. The French ordered the cease fire at 1115 08 
the night of the 31st May, and a British armoured colamn arrived at 12°90 pam. 
‘on the 2ad June. 


Homs and Hama. 

Hama, where some fighting had taken place on the 25th May, was the scene 
of tombing, artillery and mortar fire and general fighting during the 30th and Ast 
Much destruction was done in the town and casualties are estimated at more than 
eighty killed and fifty wounded. One French aeroplane was shot down by stall: 
farms fre and ope driven off on fire. An armistice was arranged to collect dead 
‘and wounded on the evening of the 31st 

Tn Home, after heavy firing on the 25th and 20th May, shooting continued, 
British troops arrived in the town on the evening of the Ist, June and passed 
Shroggh Hama an boar later 

French claimed that they shelled and mortared Homs on the nights of 
the 27th and 28th May in order to defend themselves against a massed and 
carefully prepared attack on the delegation, In fact, the attack was made by 
‘some dozen men and this only in reprisal for the gonna by the délégné’s pane 
‘of two babies playing in the porch of a nearby house, This incident, the French 
Claimed, occurred the following day. but. there is positive proof to the contrary, 
fo that in Home at least it was the French who initiated violent action 


Jebel Druze, 

On the 29th May the Mohafez of the Jebel Druze, the Emir Hassan el 
Atrash, ocoupied the Citadel at Soucida. There was no resistance from the 
French-commanded troops of the Druze, who deserted en bloc as did all other 


French troops in the Jebel. French officers and civilians were moved to the 
Emir's house, where they remained throughout the troubles under the Emir's pro- 
tection. No blood was shed. In the Hanran the French barracks at Deraa were 
fattacked and occupied by the townspeople after some forty-eight hours’ fighting; 
the French barracks at Ezraa were occupied without resistance. Both garrisons 
‘were captured. 


Alaouites. 
‘The situation remained uneasy throughout the week in the Lattakia area, 
but no incidents took: place. 


Euphrates and Jezireh. 
In Deir ex-Zor the situation was tense, bat relatively calm until the night 
of the 26th-20th May, when a bomb was thrown into the French Political, Offices. 
Next morning barricades were erected in the streets and the French fired on the 
crowd, causing several casualties, At 9 am. a meeting between the Mohafez 
and tribal took place, at the latter's house, at which a protest was lodged 
‘against the French action. ‘Daring the course of the meetivg firing broke out 
sey a ballet entered the Mobater’s hois, Killing a sheikh. Later in the day an 
t was reached between the French and Syrian authorities by which the 
French guards on the two bridges in the town over the Euphrates were replaced 
by Syrian gendarmes, bat the French announced they would call in air support 
if the tribes attacked 
(31729) ™ 
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On the 30th May French troops withdrew from the town to positions outside 
and the tribesmen were thus able to pour into the town. French armoured cars 
‘cansed damage and casualties by bombarding the town. 

Early on the 31st May several French planes dropped bombs on the town, 
one of which hit British Military Headquarters, At 10-30 a second air raid took 
Place heavier tombe being wed, ‘These bumbardmenta caused considerable 

mage, loss of life and great terror among tl people. By 4 pam. fri 
had ceased, so conference was held between the Syrian and French qutbeeition the 
‘people meanwhile streaming out of the town into the desert. Late that night news 
was received of the commander-in-chief's intervention. Deir ex-Zor since then 
has heen retarning to normal, but the tribal situation is causing some anxiety 


Lebanon 

During the early part of the week there was some criticism that the British 
‘were taking no action with regard to affairs in Syria. The Lebanese Government 
were in close touch with the President of the Syrian Chamber of Deputies, who 
left Damascus hy car with the Russian Minister on the morning of the 30th May 
Apart, however, from expressions of solidarity with the Syrian Government, no 
direct ‘action was taken against the French by the Lebanese. The Government 
were repeatedly informed by His Majesty's Layation that it was ewential to 
refrain from aby provocative action which might give the French an excuse for 
retaliation, Apart from the closing of Beirut and Tripoli on the S1st May and 
the 1at, 2nd and Sed June, the Government followed this advice. 

Tn the last few day», however, tension has been increasing as it becomes 
apparent that the French are being removed from Syria to the Lebanon, A bi 
concentration of Frevich forces is nt Rayak, and on the 4th June anticFren 
feeling has become 40 marked in Baalbek nearby that the French Political Ofticer 
and the Sireté aux Armées were conveyed by the French to Zahlé. In Beirut 
itsolf the French are servous and are making some ahow of force, moving armed 
troops about in motor vehicles and allowing armed military personnel to walk 
about the town. Michel Pharaon has been elected as the head of all youth move. 
ments, Lreespective of their religious connexions, and there is widespread arxiety 
that the French will remain in the Lebanon stronger than ever = although French 
gents are active in encouraging Christian fears of Mosiem domination should 
fenth protection be remov 
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Eatracte from the Weekly Political Summary, No, 167, Secret, Syria und the 
Lebanon, 12th June, 1945.—{(Received in Foreign ffce 2th 
Generat 
In Syria, daring the week, progress has teen made in the evacuation of 
French military personnel and civilians from some of the principal towns. Tn 
‘addition, the new cereal collection organisation, M.LRLA., bas started to operate, 
though there still remain many problems of detail to settle (ace section 2 of thie 
report). Other problems arising out of the removal of French military and 
civilian personnel from Franco-Syrian organisations have been dealt with on an 
‘ad hoe basis. There have been a number of Franco-Syrian incidents varying in 
Bravity from the mutiny of a company of Méharistes at Dmoir to isolated attacks 
‘on individual Frenchmen who have disobeyed instructions from the Anglo-French 
Joint Staff and appeared in the streets of Syrian towns. 
In the Lebanon there has been a growing anxiety at the influx of French 
ians, and regrets are freely expressed that British advice 
‘was #0 scrupulously followed by the Government that no disorders occurred, and 
that in eonsequencé no British military intervention has been necessary. Certain 
Christian elements are being actively encouraged by the French to feel that they 
will be victimised should the French ever leave the country; and the French are 
taking every opportunity by means of public statements, the press, Radio Levant, 
{he distribution of literatre, and romours fo explain thatthe Britih actions in 
Syria were unneceisary- and committed for purely selfish ends, and that France 
has the backing of Russia, who will ensure the return of French influence. French 
troops ate in evidence in the streets of Beirut and Tripoli. 
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{ ispersa British forces and the necessity for guarding not 
ony Hanah obectrtions of Frnt trope iat aso Even instalation and 
the few French ofcials remaining. in the various towns, there is a possibility that 
disorders may occur in such places as Tripoli and Lattakia. where there is no 
concentration of British forces, The prevent. situation is one which cannot 
{ast, and unless a settlement is reached before long deterioration seems inevitable. 
Stadallah, Bey Jabri and the Lebanese delegation to. the Arab, Teague 
Conference returned to Beirut on the 12th June. The decisions taken by 


‘League at the final meetings remain secret. 


Economic. = ee 
for the period the 10th-Bist May, 1945, amount to 270 tons, 
a daily arceage of 17 tans, which brings the total purchase for the 1944-48 crop 
eae tes French action in Syria between the 27th May and the 
{ats June, the OLCP. cased to fonction ts many parts of de country and the 
Ab sPattaation became serious, Damascas itself being reduced. to eight oH 
SShpty aniy. Ta order to ensare that the population of the to conti 
¢ Commander-i , Middle East, set up a temporary 01 ion 
Sis be Seeemeecesi dela became et at 
Gieebation af genin. "Although the final details of thi organisation bave not 
Teen finally approved, the State Goveruanents have expressed the i: 
Sieg to-adraucn immediately to finance the necessary purchase, and 
MITE A is already operating in some areas, General Beynet has protested 
inst the formation ‘of ALLR.A.; bat it is hoped that discussions with the 
Pitnch about O.C'P. assets and personnel, coupled with the numergcs asuranies 
bat is temporary organisation, whose establishment is 1 
Bbtawen or rejudice the futore of O.C.P,, will clear the ai. 


‘great efforts have beet nade 


Fores rect contact between the Syrian authorities and the French Delegation has 


ceased to exist, and His Majesty's Legation and Consulate have as a result been 


tsed as a channel of communication, © Se Nita 
Almost every Damascene feels the import S ene Medpigisioas 


further dealings vi Aan Feench papers have: been published tu Damawcay, 


pe informed that the police cannot be responsible for 
sy now Breas fis or fo th French sbi, The 

“inl transactions wil 
nf to d oaw or atuack, and even the use of 


‘that the 20th May 
suemoriale should vo 
should be left in its present 


removed 


roger, > plague on which will be 

ish milit hie ible for the collection of 
jSlotent and loot from reach esabishents icy completed ta task, and a 
Sposiderable quantity of Sv" the ch Tone the. safe belonging to. the Serian 


7 a 
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Chamber of Deputies was discovered in the residence of General Oliva Roget, 
together with boxes of Parliamentary archives. ‘The French authorities suggested 
1p the Serian ofits who, accompanied bythe British military commander, visited 
the residence, that the safe had been taken there for safe keeping. and regretted 
that it had been damaged in transport. ‘The safe door bore the marks of having 
received considerabl ind the locks had een so damaged that it was 
not possible for the Sy ‘open it atthe time, 

On the Sth June the Méharistes Company at Dmeir revolted and killed six 
of their officers and foar non-commissioned officers A party arrived in armoured 
cars shortly afterwards at the Citadel, and by arrangement with the Syrian 
authorities were disarmed but not pat under arrest, on condition that they should 
be at the disposal of the British military authorities when required. The 
Fethainder of the company at Dmeir wore similarly disarmed and were evacuated 
‘on the following day. Pending a final decision the Mcharistes have been put at 
the disposal of the Syrian Bedouin Control, to which the Freach Commandant 
Lacroix has been attached as adviser. A. British force known as Bedou Force, 
under the command of Colonel King. has been formed to assist the Syrian 
Authorities when necessary in maintaining security in the desert. ‘ 

A numerous medical mission under the auspices of the Egyptian Red 
Crescent arrived in Damaseus on the 6th Junie. The precursors of the tuission who 
artived by plane on the previous day received a very chilly reception from the 
French authorities at Mexs€ airport é 

‘viz Khouri, Minister ate to Moscow, has been temporarily 
‘charge of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs arate 


Alepp. 

‘The situation in Aleppo during the week has given rise to considerable 
anxiety. ‘The French have not wholly withdrawn to barracks west of the town 
‘and still occupy a number of buildings in the western and most European quarter, 
in which automatic guns can be clearly seen hy the passers-by, and groups of 
French troops are also to be seen in the streets. Tt is reported that there has been 
ome victimisation by the Syrian authorities of Syrians previously employed by 
the French; these for the most part are Christians or Jews, and this hae piven 
ise to uneasiness amongst the minorities that they may be attacked by the 

foslemns. 

On the nights of the Oth and 10th June, Aghting’ broke out at iar el 
Chnghour wo which's company Of the BDL have bork sre tron Teast, 
evactiate French personnel. Tt is not yet clear how the fighting started, but there 
‘were casualties on both sides and Syrian baildings were machine-gunned and 
mortared. The situation is also reported to be tense in Tdlib, ‘These events 
hhave still further increased the tension in Aleppo, where ugly incidents, whi 
may well spread to general disorder, are possible at any time tnless French 
aand civilians are withdrawn. |The Britieh authorities have made every attempt 
to urge on the Syrian authorities the absolute necessity of maintaining order afd 
preventing incidents by irresponsibles 


Homs and Hama, 
All the French have been evacuated from Homa 2 

the inilitay school at Homs were sent to thelr homes om esas" ents of 
‘The French Méhariste Company at Palmyra, was disarmed ty a British 


column on the 11th June, and its French officers i 
column on the 1 it cers taken into protective custody, as 


Jebel Druze, 


The 1.400 members of the Groupement Druze who placed themselves un 
the orders of the Fmir Hassan el Atrash on the 29th Alay, bave been cong 
some concern, and a large quantity of French arms and ammunition 
Aisappeared from the Citadel at Soucida. "Arr its were made with the 
Srrinn Government to arrange for payment of the troops from Syrian Gendar- 
Merle funds, and the Emir Hassan has proceeded to Soueida accompanied by an 
official of the Ministry of Finance to undertake this task. A British officer has 

heen appointed as ~ Military Adviser" to the Emir, and it is hoped that 
With this assistance the Emir will be able to set about collecting the miss/ng arm 
before they have time 10 go underground or cross the frontier A <mall British 
force is being despatched to assist him in this task. 
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Alaouite Territory é 
The situation of the French in the Alaotite Territory remains unchanged 
though there has been considerable tension in the town, and Nationalist 
representatives have made repeated requests to Syrian and British authorities 
that the French should go as in other parts of Syris. The French, on. the other 
hand, are showing no signs of going, and in fact have occupied the Citadel and 
exposed field guns and machine guns to the view of passers-by. As in Aleppo, 
fanlong as the french are still in evidence, there mast always remain the poabity 
incidents spreading to general disorder. 
or iasahar Pasha Haslas hos been appointed Mohafer of Latta 


Euphrates and Jezireh. aera Vind coal, 
uneasy ned to Deir-ex-Zor at inning of the month, 
the son of Beit intervention had inca rceved,altough the fire detachment 
of British troops under the command of Colonel King, officer commanding Bedou 
Force, did not arrive in the town until the 8th June, Their presence had 
immediate calming effect on the population, who gave them an enthusiastic 
welcome. Shortly afterwards part of the force to Ragga, where there had 
deen some fighting between the French and the local inhabitants during which the 
town was abelled by mortars. ‘The guard on the bridge has ow been taken over 
by British troops. i 
* "French troops are mainly confined to their barracks in Deir-ea-Zor, and on 
the 10th and 11th June women and children of French military families were 
facuated by air to the Lebanon, 
Sreetpere has Boon ne open boat tothe reach in the Jerireh area though 
the Mohafex has complained to officer commanding Bedou Force of alleged French 
efforts to.stir ap trouble in the area. 


Lebanon. (See also General.) ; 

‘The events of the past fortnight have given an opportunity for criticism of 
the Government. Riad Soll has tnade it clear that he feels he has been 
opportunity to take part in the deliberations and consuliations in whi 
considers his previous record and experience give him the right to sae, 
therefore not improbable that he will shottly organise An attack on the existing 
Government, with the intention of returning to power or at least regaining a 
place in the Cabinet. 

The Lebariese Government have kept in close touch with their Syrian 
colleagues, and adopt the attitude that in any settlement both countries should 
receive similar treatment. Some anxiety is shown that the discussions will «ras 
‘oa until after the British General Election, and that a Labour Government, i 
returned, may be less inclined to support the Levant States in their demand for 
he elimination of all French privilege seo 

Local Communist leaders are taking the line that France and Britain intend 
to divide up the Levant States, and that the former will never leave the Lebanon 
nor the latter Syrin: disorders in the Lebanon should at all costs be avoided as 
they would be certain to lead to civil war; the only course now left is diplomatic 
action, and the support of the USSR. and the United States must be obtained. 

Radio Levant continues under French control, ‘The tone of many of these 
broadcasts is anti-British, and much of the output is strongly resented by the 
Lebanese. 

On the 13th June the Lebanese Foreign Minister poblished a communique 
replying to General: Beynet’s Press Conference. He gave an accurate factual 
account of the principal events between the 3rd May and 19th May, including the 
arrival of two French cruisers with troops, the presentation of Lebanese and 
Syrian Notes requesting that troops shonld ot he broaght into their territories 
without their previous consent, the States’ warning to Fretich against the 
Consequences of bringing in troops, and the ioe of the Stator: communique 
refasing to negotiate with the French under pressure. He went on to express 
the complete solidarity of his Government with the Syrians and their indignation 
at the bombardment of Damascus and other Syrian towns, and concluded that 
the Lebanese Government considered that French actions cali for the intervention 
of international justice, and that the French Government must accept all 
responsibility for a situation created by their actions in the Levant States. 


(31729) ae 
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CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL. 


E 2505/3 /65) No, 


. Lord Kittearn to Mr. Eden —(Receited ied April.) 
(No. 599.) 
Sir, Cairo, 12th April, 1945. 

WITH teference to your télogram No, $45 of who sat March, i whack jou 
requested a translation frot the full Arabic text of the Covenant of the Arab 
League, I have the honour to transmit the enclosed English translation which 
has bee prepared in the Oriental Secretariat of this embacey frum the Arabic 
text supplied by Beyptian Ministry for Foreign Adairs 

2.” Te will be seen that the enclosed translation incorporates the passage 
which, as reported in my telegram No, 730 of the 27th March, was omitted 
from Annés IT of the Covenant in the French version. Attention is also invited 
to the wording of the first sentence of article 5 where the French version 
referred to disputes between two States of the League, whereas the enclosed 
translation ot the Arabic text refers to dispots between to or tore States 
‘of the League 

3. am vending copies of this despatch, with enclosure, to the Minister 
Resident in the Middle Bast, His Majesty's representatives at Bagdad, Beirut 
and Jedds, the High Commissioner for Palestine, the four Service Chiefs, and 
Political Intelligence Centre, Middle East 


Thaye, &e. 
KILLEARN, 


Enclosure in No. 37. 
(Tranalation.) 


Covenant of the League of Arab States. 


His Excellency the President of the Syrian Republic; 

His Royal Highness the Emir of Tratajordania; 

Hs Majesty she ing of Iraq” 

His Majesty the King of Sandi Arabia 

His Excellency the President of the Lebanese Republic; 

His Majesty the King of Egypt 

Hlis Majesty the King of the Wemen: 

Desirous of strengthening the close relatioos and numerous ties which bind 
the Arab States, and anxious to cement and reinforce those ties on the tusis of 
respect. of the independence and sovereignty of these States, to direct their 
ffforte for the welfare and prosperity of all the. Araby countries, to assure theit 
future, to achieve their aspirations and hopes, and in response to public opinion 
imal he Ara Coutrin 

ave toconelude a pact with these objecte in view and have del 
Sieifblbotiagiplentpolentiarin " a 


pri Excelleney the President of the Syrian Republic has delegated for 
Syria 
Escelleney Fares el Khoury, Prime Ministe 
His Excellency El Sayed Jamil Mardam Bey, Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs 
His Royal Highness the Emir of Transjordania has fe 
‘Tranejordania — a 
His Exvellency Samir el Rifai Pasha, Prime Minister; 
His Excellency Said el Mufti Pasha, Minister of Interior: 
isi Bey, Secretary of the Council of Ministers. 
His Majesty the King of Traq has delegated for Traq. 
His Excellency Sayed Asshad el Omary, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Hhis Excellency iS Sawedat el Ayoobi, Iraqi Minister Pleni- 
rentiary in Wa 
His Excelleniy El Sayed ‘Tahsin -el-Askari, Iraqi Minister Pleni- 
potentiary in Cairo, 


197; 


‘His Majesty the King of Saudi Arabia has delegated tor Saudi Arabia 

His Excellency El Sheikh Yusuf Yassin, Deputy Minister for-Foreign 

Affairs for Saudi Arabi ors 

His Excellency El Sayed el Din el Zereky, Counsellor of Saudi 
Arabian Legation in Cairo. 


His Excellency the President of the Lebanese Republic has delegated for 
the Lebanon : 
His Excellency El Sayed Abdel Hamid Karamy, Prime Minister. 
His Excellency El Sayed Yusuf Salem, Lebanese Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary in Cairo. 


His Majesty the King of Egypt has delegated for Egypt 
His Excellency Mahmoud Fahmy el Nokrashi Pasha, Prime Ministers 
His Excellency Mohammed Hussein Heikal Pasha, President of the 


Senat 

His Excellency Abdel Hamid Badawi Pasha, Minister for Foreign 
Aftuirs; 

His Excellency Makramn Ebeid Pasha, Minister of Finance; 

His Excellency Mohammed Hafez Ramadan Pasha, Minister of Justice; 

His Pxcellency Abdel Razzak Ahmed El Sanbotiry Bey, Minister of 
Public Instruction 

Abdel Rahman Azzam ‘Bey, Minister Plenipotentiary at the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, 


His Majesty the King of the Yemen(’) has delegated for the Yemen 


Who, after having exchanged their credentials according them full powers, 
‘recognised valid and in due form, have agreed as follows 
‘Article 1.—The League of Arab States is composed of the independent Arab 
States who sign the preseut Covenant. , 
ni etY, iaepenent Arab State has the right join the League If 
jrous af joining, it will present an application to that effect, an ib it 
Shi Permanent Secretariat. General for submission to the Council at the fist 
meeting to be held after presentation of the application. 
iA tticle 2—The object of the League is to strengthen relations between 
member States, to co-ordinate their political action with a view, to ensuring 
collaboration between them and protection of their independence and sovereiguty, 
‘and generally to consider all questions concerning the Arab countries and their 


interests. 
Likewise its aim ix to ensure close co-operation between the member States 


‘consistent with the régime of each State and the conditions prevailing therein, 
ip the following matters = 

(8) Boonomic and financial matters, including commercial relations, customs, 

‘currency, agriculture and lustry. 
(®) Matters of communications, including railways, roads, avis 
‘shipping, posts and telegraphs. 

(9, Sata te pamper Fr 

(2 Matters relating. to” nationality, 5, vinns, execution of! legal 

2) MersGmente aad extradition oF criminals 

(e) Soetal matters. 

(f) Health matters. 

‘Article 3—The League shall have a council composed of the representatives 
‘of the member States of the League, each State having only one vote irrespective 
of the number of its representatives, 

Its task will be to realise the aims of the Lea, and to attend to the 
‘execution of agreements made between the member States on matters referred 
fo in the preceding article and others, 

"The atic of the Council will also include those of determining the means 
‘of collaborating with international organisations which may be created in the 
foture to maintain order and peace, and of organising economic and social 
relations. 

irficle 4—For each of the questions enumerated in Article 2, a special 
commlaion will be formed on which the member States of the League will be 
represented. These commissions will be entrusted with the task of laying down 

ith King of ha Yeon cing anh os daliges Care Wit othe 
oP hn ne Sean's tobe signed By bis pleniptesianee 
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the basis and extent of collaboration and of putting tham into the form of draft 
aagrements to be examined bythe Counel before ‘being; eabmnitted to the States 
‘meerned. 

‘The commissions may include representatives of other Arab countries, The 
Council will define the circumstances in which such representatives can be 
‘Admitted and the bases of their representation, 

Article §.—Tt is not permissible to resort to force in order to settle disputes 
between two or more States of the League, In case of a dispute which does not 
affect the independence, sovereignty, or territorial integrity of the State and if 
the litigant parties apply to the Couneil for the settlement of the dispute, the 
decisions of the Counci! shall be considered as effective and binding. 

__ In such a case the States involved in the dispute will take no part in the 
deliberations and decisions of the Council. 

‘The Council will also mediate in any dispute which it is feared might lead 
to war between one of the States of the League and any other State of the League 
or third State in order to effect a conciliation. 

Decisions on arbitration and in cases of mediation will be taken by a majority 
rote, 

Article 6.—In case of an aggression by a State against a member State of 
the League or in case of threat of such an aggression, the 
threatened with attack may apply for an immediate mec 

‘The Council will decide on the necessary measures to prevent the aggression. 
Its decision will be unanimous. In case of aj ion by a member State of the 
League the vote of that State will not be taken into necount. when reckoning 
‘unanimity. Should the ion take place in a manner which renders the 
Government of the State against which the aggression is committed unable to com. 
Biscay te! Council, the Raa aay, of the said mee ma apply for a 
meeting for the purpose act out in the preceding para, Shouild the repre- 
sentatives alto te unable to communicate with the Couscil, then any mercber 
State may apply for its conveeation, 

Article 7—Decisions taken unanimously by the Council are binding on all 
member States of the League while decisions taken by a majority are only binding 
fn those that accept them, 

,__ In both cases the decisions of the Cour will be executed by each State 
in accordance with its organic régime, 

Article 8-—Each member State will respect the: régimes established in the 
other States of the League and will consider those régimes as a right of each 
State. It undertakes to abstain from any action tending to change that régime 

Article 9.—The Arab States of the League who may wish to estal between 
them closer and stronger ties than those laid down in this Covenant may conclude 
hotween themselves such wireements as they may desire 10 realise these wectives 

Treaties and agreements already concluded or which may be conclvded tn 
future by a Government or Governments of the League with any other Govern. 
‘Ment whatsoever (lo not (and will not) bind and do not {and will not) commit 
Ba ote mente The f the L if At 

FHiele 10.—The permanent seat of the Leagive of Arab States will be in 
Cairo, but the Council may meet at any other place as may be appointed 

Article 11.—The Council of the Will meet in ordinary session twice 
@ year daring the months of March and October. It will meet in extraordinary 
‘session whenever the iecessity arises at the request of two States of the Leswna° 

, Article 12—The League will have a permanent ‘Seeretariat-General com- 
prising a Sccrotary-General and Assistant Secretaries and an adequate number 
of officials, ‘The Secretary-General will be ‘ppointd bythe Council ofthe League 
by aw ‘two-thirds majority of the States of the Lea: ‘The Secretary-General 
Will appoint, with the approval of the Council, the Assistant Secretaries anal 
senior officials of the ie, 

‘The Council of the League will lay down internal regulations covering the 
duties of the Secretariat-General and staff matters. + 

‘Tho Secretary-General will hold the rank of Ambassador and the Assistant 
Seeretaties the rank of Ministers Plenipotentinry. 

Conctis Atst Secretary-General will be designated in an anes to the present 
covenant, 

‘Article 18.—The Secretary-General will prepare the League's budget and 


‘will submit it to'the Council for approval before the beginning af each nancial 


yom he, Council will determine the share of each State of the League in the 
expenses, which may be reconsidered when necessary. 
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Article 14—The members of the Conneil of the League as well as members 
of its commissions and its officials as laid) down in the internal regulations will 
enjoy diplomatic privileges and immunities. _ eke 

‘The premises occupied by the organisations of the League will be inviolate, 

Artie 13—The Conncll will mect for the fist time when sunmoved by 
the Eeyptian Prime Minister and thereafter when summoned by the Secretary- 


‘The representatives of the States of the League will assume the presidency 
of the League in turn at each ordinary session 

Article 18.—Except in the cases mentioned in the Covenant, a majority vote 
will suffice to constitute a binding decision by the Council in the following 
matters: 

(a) Questions concerning the staff; 

(0) Adoption of the budget of the League; ‘ 

(©) Adoption of regulations governing the Council, Committees and Secre- 

tariat-General; 

(@) The closing of sessions. 

Article 17.—The member States of the League will provide the Secretariat: 
General with copies of all treaties and agreements conclnded or to be concluded 
with any member State or third State, 

Article 15.—If one of the States of the League desires to withdraw thom it, 
the Council is to be informed of its intention one year in advance, 

il of the League may consider any State that does not comply with 
the obligations of the Covenant as excladed from the League by a decision given 
‘unanimously, excluding the yote of the State in question, 

Article 19.—This Covenant may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of 
the States of the League, expecially with a view to streagthaing that tie, tp 
creating an Arab Court of Justice or regulating the relations of tho League wil 
international organisations that may be formed in the future to guaramioe onder 
and peace. 

No amendment will finally be adopted until the session following that in 
which it was first raised. . 

‘Any State not accepting the amendment may withdraw at the time of its 
‘entry into force without being boond by the provisions of the preceding article 

‘Article 20.—This Covenant and its annexes will be rati 
constitutional provisions of the various high contracting States 

‘The instruments of ratification will be deposited at the Secretariat-General 
and the Coyenant will become binding on those States that have ratified it, after 
the expiration of fifteen days from the date of receipt by the Secretary-General 
‘of the instruments of ratification from four States. 


‘This Covenant has been drawn up in Arabic in Cairo.on 8 Rabia el Tani, 1364 
(22nd March, 1045), in single copy to be deposited at the Secretariat-Genes 
‘A true copy will be delivered to each State of the League, 


according to the 


Annexes, 


—Special Annex on Palestine, 


At the termination of the last Great War, the Arab countries were detached 
from the Ottoman Empire. These included Palestine, a vilayet of that Empire, 
which became antonomous, depending on no other Power. The Treaty of 
Lausanne proclaimed that’ the question of Palestine was the concern of the 
interested parties and, although she was not in a position to direct her own 
alfairs the Covenant of the League of Nations of 1919 settled her régime on the 
basis of the acknowledgment of her independence. Her international existence 
and independence are therefore a matter of no doubt from the legal point of view, 
just as there is no doubt about the independence of the other Arab countries. 
Although the external aspects of that endence are not apparent owing to 
force of circumstances, this should not stand in the way of her participation in 
the work of the Cotincil of the League. 

The States that have signed the Covenant of the Arab League consider there- 
fore that, owing to the peculiar circumstances of Palestine and tintil that country 
enjoys efiective independence, the Council of the League should undertake the 

ction of an Arab delegate from Palestine to participate in its work. 
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ng to Co-operation with A 
in the Council of the League 


ing that the States participating in the League will have to deal 
both Coutieil and in the commissions, with questions benefiting and affecting 
the whole Arab world, and in view of the aspirations of the Arab countries that 
fare not members of the Council, it being for the Council to take them into account 
and work for their achievement, the States that have s 

Arab League invite the Council of the League, when considering the part 

‘Of those countries in the commissions referred to in this C 

co-operation with those countries to th 

effort to be acquainted with their requirements, to u 

and hopes and work for their welfare and for the 

fature by all racans which political methods provide, 


TIL.—Specia Annas on the Appoint 


The signatory States of this Cov 7 e appointment of 

Abdel Rahman Azzam Bey as Secretary the League of Arab States 
His appointment. will be for two years and the Cé of U 

define subsequently the future organisation of the Secret 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RE‘ 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART ¢2—JULY TO SEPTEMBER 1945, 


CHAPTER I.—AFGHANISTAN. 


4787/2318/97) No. 1 


Mr. Squire to Mr: Eden—(Received 4th July.) 

56.) 
Sir Kabul, 19th Jun 

EN accordance with the instructions contained in your citcular despatch 
No. 1. 3603/405 dated the 9th June, 1938, T have the honour to enclose a copy 
‘of the records of leading personalities in Afghanistan duly corrected up to 
June 1945. In the present revision an attempt hi undo to substitute 
the leading personalities references in place of in Afghanistan "* 
references 

2 Tam sending a copy of this despatch, without enclomuire, to tho 
Secretary of State for India and to the Governt 


G. F. SQUIRE 


Enclomure in No. 1 
Records of Leading Personalities in A ghanistan 


elate to "Who's Who in Afghani 
India and where proceded by 1.P. relate 


1. Abdul Ahad (WW. 4), 

ors about 1680. Son of Quel Ghulam. Br 
ot WAY. GQ" Sardar t Ale” dem Khel Gil 
"Wanda" Prom 1000 to 19 
(Arzbegi) to the Ameer, 
(Goreence) ot Ki 


Habivatlal Khan (1010) and benisbed, but was 
equited, In 1042 wee appaanted ADC. to King 


mont fectorats is talerag frm dates Bil 
esi Ceres ofthe Hatter Prztana bot ras esd at Nausnal Ota Hs inne a oo 
Result inn ved isthe tu loapaee Sek tan ent ey thie dts h 
Sdministering the province. Returned to Kabul friend of the Prime Minister (1..P. 50). Owing to ill 
July 1998. Officiating Minister of Interior bea ‘more active 
Nimbee 1020 Sapcted hess ah he spate 

aate o Renisha Pek wis Amanat ty Oger 

{ele May 1000 mel ea to erin Retreaf Baa 
Kitkunttle Dewees Tl: Bieea Present st ccna on peo 
Se atcnal "Cocoel heie tem) iioae Se 


13618 [30918] 2 



























































































































































2 Abdul Ahad (WW. 8). 
Sn of Adal Aled Kaa of Ghazni nd brother 
oC P06 Bore Sia Kabul agi le owns 
over fa Kabul sod Gbesnt An itantey eae 
ht to Turkay tout 105 for mlltary tein 
ant indi Miter Academy, Toast 
Utara to Aghanitan vera uly 10> 
‘eased Kandaber jot fer Auanulah ed to Led 
Returned te lent Laer ned lata Kiog Nadir 
Xian in Sowtbom Byosioce mol nk parts hing 
‘here, “Appdaiel Otiee Command Arg a 
Nadir’ screen. Appointed Geoaal Dies Cary 
ing Rani, ne tan es 
tclated by the King oi gol werk ax 
‘General Oiieee Cacntnanding, Bandabr AMended 
unre ia Deb Jone 1008. Ait 
Held equ’ paraded et Rasa 
stared seroaly’ to Teer Eaghh, af ich he 
ke iia “Apron Genes Oftecr” Con 
ing, oat lune 106, Cann to Kaba, 
wee mostve by ihe King nod reed Wo Readabar 
Sot ao tabs up I ne sppentiect. hs 
inate ibe wet wb sea Cee of sion 
We et hese student ot his profes afro ll 
outa sapale sosmmander. Popular end lage 
Speake Tyrhch well Wo very trey to Belle 
Miltary Attach oa his ya to Toda wl 
‘he teainese and Mmpeany of 
i 4 1005 be ite Munda 
Fo ‘Aigianstan iy the Douay Con, 
stun, giten to. Alghnisa : 
ith rained ment snbolanes, was” Toes 
“i otoreat media works ards drone 
ive dane goo woeks "Hn brother aed” Atl 
Aint (0eD.'0) io Herat foe hie uth Bop 
Vopelnt in Hea” Appptaed eommander tn 
niace 
cranial 


Royal appreciation 
ym amen with aris in Hata 
‘vue. A vey hapitabla war pate 
prepared to dinewss any subject but not 
ory cammunieative of Wlitery tatters Appears 
i is profeelon ‘and, te 
pment ot th 


a 
“A Tlorat. Bald ‘be wae lnpenue Wy Ne sat 
sn romnaovtee in 18 on wih eth 
Tnethods” Haported that he exarelaed more nfgence 
iin the Goorncr ot Mors Tn shnenew of the 
of Hert, he ond Mohamed AN’ Khan 
cated Governors jt ‘Ite ape seat 
inal han where icon Tem Bl 
Fore a hal lege’ corp im Gh 
‘Transferred from tommand At Tree fares: 
‘ppaiated Guvernor of Ohuent 199%, Inbabtant of 
faranoo anid in have gone to hin has 
samen i the ec ea tre 
ecw on, Goverment rf 
Attila. ‘Dota nin Rata foe pro: Gover 
tot propuennda. Heb Sulina Khe vas to 
tenet, from rebela Warned Bulcanen Khel 
Aelia Yee of Tp whan, be called" eta 
fea wrk «put Ahan Intro. Visited 
‘irkey tn O42 tr con realm aod retard 
ino 


elie ge AS 
tend iilary mbt sbroad ot 
Sohne meee 
Se ; 
SS 
Sietammatecenioctass 


3, Abdul Azie Khan (WW. 18). 

Seo of tho Inte Glan Mallar Gharki. Barn 
20 ee of Chua Say (WW. 005 War 
f lestengnt clonal (Kanda Sbshar} of riley 
Wann the Astae front ia 1910. Commanding 


Arand October, 191%) Promoted Ghund Mishar 
(Grigndie) and. proceeded to Marat Shart June 
sa” General Oticer Cocamamiing. Kanar Valley, 
122, “Hakim (Governcr) of Laghman 1005-21 
Usidec Secretary othe Miner atthe Interior 198 
Oficated s+ Home Minkter Mert Goversce. of 
Masar November 1925 Wounded and Smpisoned 
in Mazar Sharif by Saqavis Febriary 1028 Sent 
to Kabal March 1020 but tacaped. Arived Quetin 
bi laf fr Menbed July 1920,” Rotomad to Rab 
Si din, Apt "1960." Late Kaba by air co the 
‘itl, Sul, Moth bo vst Bi teeter Chstem. abt 
(Geedaned} Accompanied ex ing 
‘Srmanoliah 4 3 See athe Antal 
ty tm Earope Lived some time in Constantino 

St'No. 110, Grande Thue de Sat, but left for Horin 
Wea Abnagolah was ln Moves in 108." Doped of 
‘Afghan ‘atiooaity in November 1988." In 
September 1006 wae at Constantinople, But 
sapeled from Tyrkey" that month ad att Yor 
Germany. 


4. Abdul Hadi Khan (W.W. 35), 
Duwi Kakar of Kandaber, Som of Alial Abad 
Hakim (Governor) of Kandhar"Merber ‘of the 
Algian Ponce Delegation June 1910.” Forarty 
fair of the Amaki-dfghan. Asaatant tothe 
Forvign Minister ax Mowtathar(coummalice in charge 
Sila Afi Momocr ofthe higas deltas, 
MursoortsContereice 1020. Arrived. Rishi 
November 1050 sith «.tsiom to eiquire ino 

Lhe onion of the. Alphan, Conwul 

Mi 

Xa he 
Appodnted Minister Tesaton 
Relhived Aust 10D, Om reba 


Wume-Alg 
ren i Det JOR to become 9 eam 
nal Assembly. Jedped Amanullah 
eit hin Uy Tia May 300, 


‘considered. tbe 
sta of the Afghan Governmeet ses to trendy 
to He Mjnty'« Government. Went to Mewes i 
TOOL." Heported ts have wet we King Amanolioh in 
‘Vania Marrs 1163, Jn May 1922 returoed tr Rat 
ster performing prioge to Stews Wat el 
‘watented by Atghan Gr 

Taya 

Ipetaaned on 


‘report to be vending letters fot 
‘Sopubiisan party in Kaba. sdvising oem 
ty Hts ar nn, ia or al 
Kinng Zahir Say ie ani have angouneed rant 
‘of money to hie relativws whin Interviewed hn i 
uae F093, 


transfered a June Umer Seere- 

the Mintatry of Tscation tv 12K Ay 
Secretary to, Alzha Logation in’ Rome, February 
1027. “Appointed Sceand: Secretary, Afghan Lees: 
ting, “Bort, May TOL Awistedt Seeretary iu 


Srepathie doe to lack of courtesy shor to Bic i 
Tain Does not bong to tay apertant faa 


©. Abdut Hamid’ Khan (W.W.45): 
Msbitoszia. Nor about 1208, Sx of the Inte 
‘Asie Khan. Breulce of Abdul Horsain Khas 
ies) lust in Pane 
ther, wth whom 
Dreeenbor 


Iw Tete im 1009 
syltrped to Kabul to 
1020.” Seeretary ta the Afghan Legation 
Home, Feineary Wal-3h. Fist Secretary 


Seretary " 
‘peated A Hepes 
{fhlatie ie Geowee 1600" Netarned 


November 


fbr Tern 8, “We Uber Sera In 
‘ Hecplie tod Vion Sancho Afghan 
Ketrign Office Sanuary 104. Dishiinach in 
19, Forty ee king hry commianan tn 
Purehinc Ja India DE Aghwee 
ok Alghen‘Transpet“Oenpont 
MBA” Appinted” Cone Gers Do 
Loadins Karaehh fo. Tstoraed we 
Novewer iia Appototl. A 
oto a preeutel Nedenins 
Algban deena tothe Dioarnent 
Wola," Aitonlel Dosrmnnent Cos 
Sek Pace ining 12 ond mcd ver ally 
ore ox Anaad Wo Mom doo 168. 
Bagit ibe tly ut te ite Sardsy Mbt 
Ria Yo Ksbol it June 108 aut retored, wr 
nea tect 
frist Pol Bach dn a tiene 
‘ince i apes te tine dstng’ te 
ew sn : 
ied Kabul Reptembr 1983, ten rburvd 
Monee 


Wereried to, ave a Atlan 
eturmel us Kabul duly 1008." Appa Sinister. 
1fPatie Werks Oetaber 1808 Apfeintel Miaees 
GE Pete and Telesyn 10MN™ Sanpete at 
Aegue wth eemny THEA Eat ft Woop 
1G Ap 1D up wry costo ot Ab 
er thane he heleved That he Was ec 
‘he ppeuniment nor vo et Nim ot ot ea 
Noa titad bythe Yeyha Khel vot. aol bebe 
1 atti bis plea eppatiee 


dull Khan, 

Tat st aaa 
ata eet et 
\ned (LP 2) Ho was formerly af official in. the 
ore es oa 
euler gare nic onary ni 
Shear were aes 
a ce ae hy Mo 
inate tates en Me 
ok a terest oraay Core 
mr fle tare ceo ors 
sates Gaconare oe 
et 
bee See ar 
pea hl 

‘Liwo Afghan official. “e 


9% Abdul Majid, alias Abdul Majidoff or 
Hakimoff (WW.73). 
sith of Herat Born shout 1002. Son of Abdad 
aki. “Aman of mr terily. Wee at 
{2 fie am oficial the conterow oie in Hera, 
{boca where ta 100 he went to Moscow sod wns af 
26 time attached to the Afghan Emtomy there 


(30018) 


nd rete 
Aba 


Stared business in Movie sind ule w enka 
‘hie anwar ef awney by exporting and opertng 
intaband guns withthe cuaivant ofthe corms 
a 


{organi and toanage’ the “Ashuarat Company 
‘Pee fo proceeding to Heep he be bel 
hed cotmderable atmount of hi 
cated 0 Ube Sexist Governtoent. Believed 
talkave Soviet tendetcien. but thie has 
ddeaiol by the Athan Goverosneat. IU 
‘capable boxinest aaa, 

‘spring 185 carted out an exteoslve business 

Northern Aighatistan Speake Ression and 


test and 


“ine 9 wife and four children bv Bertin, 

4 January 1006 winaging director of the Afsban 
National Haak and Ashatni Company. Tn 1090 weat 
‘or Borope to attange fortes eral std eontneha. 
{san ardent Nationalist in his trade nogotlatione and 
‘he most naportant bosioess toan In’ Afghanistan 
Largely” reepanaihie. tor the. intraduclio of he 
momopaly syutemn and formstion sf various trading 
‘canpanies." Was also reepmuiste forthe propagens 
rare ol. the tonne of the ew gurney notes 
{0a5-96).°" Sei" ig Eveope:(Decomber 1087) 
tregetisting Loans ane trade: credits and” purchasing 
‘onchinery apd arunnentn. Attatfed Nad] Congrent 
‘ogaing ia Noreenberg ia 10 

Toturned to. Kabul, Maret 1008, Ayyuinted 
Minister ‘of Trade, Sepierabor 109 Prosecded to 
tt Dene 188 for re acu wth the 
Government of India.” Appodntanent hanged to 
Minister for Natisnal Reegomy,-Ayrt 10H. Lett 
Kall danry 1041 foe United Rtatos bat shay 

araci aad woat Wo Gerweny for inedeal 
Ut and in Switvertand TOA "Nurs 


‘livtition we chatity 

‘iw fino afta io 
idhotietan are believe to bu wstelled hy overs 
a 


10, Abul Tawab Khan (WW. 124), 
Muhatnyuodenl, Bon of late Modan Tate Mors 
00 Wout to Rurope for elueatian Octaber 103 
‘Adnantet Saint Cye carly th 1094 and completed 8 
ca ol nearly three years” duration there. Spent 
wt er with a French aval reienent Head of 
‘Cavalry Rabat, Kabul, 1028” Aceompanied. King 
Amdoullah to Kurepe 1928.” Kasapad then Kabol 
(os Peshwwar with Enngntullai (WW. 860) by BAUiah 
eroplane January “1020 "so went 
Married (18H) in Toanhon talar Kh 


Speaks revolt acntty und te a etnaet- mannered 
mam, of iam mary May Ie Tard tn te. future 
Deprived of Afghan nsionality in Noverne 18 


11, Abitul Wahab (WW, 126), 
Mhamoadenl. Son of he late Nabwiod Tora 

fern sbout 1900. Asocmpanled hig father to the 

AtGhan Mussoorie Coateronce 1020. Taft Kab foe 

Tandon with despatches August 121. Taloeated 

oct Gotan Oar retry to Kaba 
Ppesated to 2 the Foreign ¢ ent 

daha a the te af Arana 


ot “Aisin cenity “Ih 
Ty Oto tas "eas iy fe 


12; 4 hour Rakin Khan (W WV. 8) 

Nas Ratan feomarel) eh af Neen. Robot Si 
‘of Altol Qadir Khan. Been ghost 1884 In Rehlitan, 
Brotherintaw of Mobsmnmied Hons, secountaat 


ng 












































































































































undee,Atseee Habibullab Khan, wh was exteuted 
by hing: Aitunulla Khan, 

‘Appointed to Sar-iOs (commander of the Hayal 
‘edyusnd) by _Amece Laliballae at age of 16 
Served for five years it Kabul” Afterwants waa foe 
teu youre suprvior of bridge evastrection ka. Ube 
Easier Province. Prapoted  Ghund Misha 
(Geigailer) (1021) abd posted to the Cavalry Kaadake 
‘t the Herat yy. Hocalld to Kabul about 1047 
Later tranafertod to MasariSbarif ox Ohund Minbar 
of the Cavalry Ghnd. On outbreak of the 1828 
‘volution retarned. to Kabul aed Backs 
Ssquo in Charkae daring the later’ gecond attempt 
‘to capture. Kabul January. 1030, Seat by ‘Bache 
Seqna to Mazar4-Sharit to organise. 4 revelation. 
He dopowed the Governor and let fr Maman, and 


{WW i). Ts May oppo 
Gilad Miltary’ Governor by. Bache’ Sago, nod 
rene Iner_by” Nadir BhahOetober1030 
io bo very popula with the Hlratis abd to bo 

Til Toyalty to Ube 

‘certain, 


After the aueoes of Shalt Sahn. (W-W. 414) ba 
ig 1h in Ratha ad aaa he 
have seid to suhenié to Nadie Shab, at 


(ronjor-generalh 
fan (W.W. Ola}. who. hued 

d Geneeal Oftowt Crantuating, Hers, 
vf (roche ial Im. Aviat 1884 
Und iv Bepterober was canted 40 
‘St Nalbrulcukwoals.-(Ooveraceh 


to inte the Heent 
othe rime Minister 


fiodgave his alleginnes to. Kine” Zahir Shah 
Appointed head ‘of Pore Athan ‘Roundary Coun 
‘nla eptember. 1084 

Th 1038 reported tone unthIiysalaa,..Owne 
lange catate Ia Kl 

ive inKabl in June 1008 and appointed 
Minlstor of Public Worl A man . 
rvhalty wh governed is 


Toni en 


wih an tteny 
hn He, 


han Goveruton 
me At Ilia kyu lt 
i wh aay play portant role should the 
rewnt rigine collapee. Ia duly 1003. awarded 
ikabol” Wan being closely 
‘veryment (198), a4. be. wan 
ah or iain 


spins 30K anil bing sareally alee 
Aan ‘Goveranent ‘Den ek fake sch part 
pub 


13, Abdur Rahman Khan. 
Elo drreg rey Se 
Ee any eee 

cae 

of emer py of Al Sid Re 
ech ee 
‘nd. preaimtad hi, crooner the 
Seay eae 
rinbe ae. " 


4 


14. Abdus Samad Khon (WW. 118) 
‘Talk. 


i 

‘Secretary of Afghan Legation jn London; returned 
to Kabul May 1925, visting’ Meces em route, aad 
sppointed « junior Under-Secretary in the Aighas 
Foecign Office." Hs post was abolied. owing 1 
‘economies of budget af Apel 1096, and. e wan 
thrown out of eaploswent. “Appointed a mexsber af 
AAfghaa deputation to Ibn Saud's All-Mualin Can- 
ference, May 1036. "Appointed Furst Secretary 1) 
‘Aighan Lagatioa. Paria October 1000, and eft i 
that month for Paria” Appointed tothe Far 
(Office ne Assistant Secretary: Nevers 18; tas 
See othe Frten rgh Fi Oe, Rabu 

1GBL. “Appointed Minister at Rome, and 

left to take up appointment fa February 100%, 
Represented Klug. dahie Shab 
Londen, 1007. BA in Rocae 

’AD laelligent tan _posaeasing good, manners 
Speaks Fagan, and believed to be well dajosed 


15, Amad Ali Jan (or Khan) (W.W. 140) 
Sanday, Muberinadaat. Bora 1600. Soa af 
Suleinan Khan snd soonia ofthe Tate King Ned 
Shah" mother of At Shah. Khan Aypoined 
‘SDE, King Amanaliah 2, ut incu hie 
displosaure bys marrying. without hie spe 
‘aaghter ol "Paiars lus Kian CWA dois} 
Goveroor of Jlatabad in’ 1020-24. Inpetsinal by 
TBacha-t Sagan Ap 12 lems 
October. Appointed 

1a, sad trnnterred to Land, Don 
‘ated Alghanitan ot the, Eectoomle ‘Confereen 
Toedon, 1883. Nelleved in July 108) and penn 
Miniter of Ydtwation. "Retort to Reba by 
October 18, Tp 1096 Minister of Bventon Lett 
Kabul’ in November 007 "oa uppolntinest ag 
‘Anbassador at Ta 

‘ss ploneant ream © wn opataman, bit nt wy 
‘copa: "Apponrn tov bo Tagy- Tn auld to bo Ys 
Sirah and le sleaze very friendly to menters of 
the its Legation Kabul. His ilo was sda 
In'Yingland nod speaks nod writes Engl portly 
Ite hitaalf spats Ral, Freneh ead Uni Ms 
am born ola 10 Appointed. Minter 
Trondow (100). ‘Sill Minar tL 


16. Ahmad Shah Khan (WW. 149), 
‘Sandor, Muhammadaal. Boo 


Triored thal Ah 
‘under soe that 
scapeguai Tt ia dated, however, on exvetout 
Stuthonty thet the selualiaurdorer was hot Abined 
‘Shah Khan. Marsed sate ofthe Ile Shaghasl 
A Abend hao, oon tive Wall of Kuba, Was 
ADC’ es King Stara.” Went to Harpe 
nin 1020 with 4 taranage trom Becton Saqnr 
to Nadie Khan Retorsd to, Rabel ery 1050 
ped 


India in the 
‘where he wanried # serand wile 
Ganghter wax toarrial to King Zahir Shah in 
November 1061." Speake Bogloh and Urdu and i 9 
sieteant welhmanoered sn auriog man 
1904 wus reported to be co bad terme with (he 
Premier.” Visited India in November 1990, 


Hi eldest 





HE four wintry werw raaried to— 
{e) Laie King Nadir Shab 

(6) Tate Mubamoad Aeis Khan, brother of (a) 
fo) X-S-Absdal Ghani than (WN. 84) 
(8) Mubatumad Akbar Khon (LP, 48, 

o wedding celebrations of 

Tras (1080) Bull Waste 

Fond of shooting. Gahing and gardening 

i ‘0 theron 

Tepisctve foes wt te any active interest 


YW. Ali Muhammad Khan Mirza (W.W. 
= 179), 


Torn slat 1804, A becther inlaw of the Ameer 


a he Travelled i. Europe, and oo. rtura 
{Be roe apt ae sistant i itr) ot 


lution. {a 1025" promoted Under Secretary 
Ministry cl Edenton. Appoiated Minister at Bowe, 
Wer. Was wil Asuslla in Landoo, 


‘Conall for Abe 
3 10a Appeinted 
wher 100, Ip une 
Wah ue appointed Atghan reprenttalive Wt toe 
Peawcenie Usaferenen London, aod ia July wan 
Avpuinted Atgan "Miniter, London. Aypunted 
Moor’ in ‘Saitarland and ‘royrewntaea ot 
Atghanntan othe League of Nations Poluary 1088, 
io wee sl tt don in Supe 108, ‘olacted to 
opment Alghanisan sho. Youn 
Tata Conarance im Mame in Ms 
Ywomin to. Kalel July A008, and rived. Aber. the 
‘sims month vn Maton ned Terme Matured to 
in, fodia in Octobe. Bpeabs Rach and 
W intetigon wad spade 
eprom! King Zabe Shab ot funeral 0 King 


Tacha nests sed loreal. paral 

oT Fenlah ierture sod itera 4 

‘shuntion,  Halightaned, capeiie. nod. gvovlsly 

teks eae Not bing ned he rain os 
Nt te b. 

ire Kano at inloepse wi tne Govern 


80). 
Yn saa and 
Tse King's Stak Hela of 
(WW Sta) wad bee of Aad 
‘oe womans ot 
oa to 


‘Teuslia) and General Oficer Coxtrnandiog 

rig corp aid protaoted to the 

‘Null Solar (geocea). Hla ie 8 plomank, 

Father easy-going individual, bot has sot been very 

Sucoreful a am advninistratoe in. the Southers 

Procinen, of which post te wae relevial in Apel 

BUA pret sangined iy Katl bot rag be 
Geo an appaletanat sburdly (Tune 14S) 


lak Nawas (W-W- 182) 
iid Medea ea i Rie Bahadur Rab 


Tindatins anation 


(30018) 


Tr 1087 wan eanployed by Che 


vance on Kuba 


028, 


Minister 
Pa for negotiations 
‘wlll bo i reputed to 


for taeda treatment 

November 181 

Europe for thos 

Senumry O98 Ta Jone His wat 

MGiitor of Pubic Workw, bot 

‘guar in the Southern Province in eonnson with the 

aoe te La Ral tv (0 uo 
a 


the murdenie of Sandor Mune 
Wei, and to disci affairs of Stato with Sarar Sha 

Khas (LP. 78). Popolue rurour ur Kab wad 
Ihe had Brea soot to aaeastate e4: Ring AvoanUTA. 
Tr spit of romoury that he was retwring ta Kall 
‘wan al (1005) ta. Harper Appeiuted Atiiste, 
Berlin, 1085, but was dt ob fret nsooptat hy” the 
Gorman Govventnont owing to hi being fen 
teatative at Ub trol of Babl Real, "Wha devotedly 
Sttacied to the Inte King Nadie Shah We te 
Ts threatened by the “Aroanullad party frosted 
Uy the Prime Minder (FP. 80), wei conser hin 
‘ery capable, ‘Traveled (o Kabul by Gernot nut 
finn ness 104)_Ratur to dary with he 

ually (Ortober 197). 

‘Again Visted Kabul (1088) and returned to 
Geemang.” Played a inpartant part la dhe Gover: 
nent" efforts Yo oat the Salen Khel ving af 
{ae "Vistek Kabul in TOAD vin Kuwein, "Kald 
tbo anti itah, Te stl Miniter in Dein. Now 
‘id to be retraling tv Kab vin tl 


20. Amanullah Khan (WW. 183) 

Tc King of Afghanision, hind sis of th Auger 

Habiblloh Khan by the Un Mauro (WAV. 40), 

Has Wel Hart Sita 

iva reported tbe fondly with be Gannon 
and Int 


fn 
car ane ae 


turpation fortelied 

Th Apa held 
Kabul for the tial of thove pre 
sauder, and at ite coche & 
Ai al Tosa gel os 


‘wae setenced to nth ul 


pia tng 
coopera ee 
piapaprd Lal man Re 
seat a eee aa ae 
on pee ee 
yt apa eee 
eee ee peace 

Pere acca 









































































































































in cauiry by the nord and, by the conclusion of 
Accaten with nuusbae of Essen ountrin, that 
bead bgt abit the reeaioa of Agana 
‘a basis of equality by the Great Powers. These 
{acti quinn it coed 


isapetions ot advice. "Tkugh iia wile be had beet 
brotglit wader "omni" atmo sede 
prvceaded bo carry ot a fasastnlly Papal pre 
truiue of sefarn without roger or tho backward 
eat peje of hi fp ara he 
‘ou fad tn prot she warng node 
bby meal rvbelinnn, she tat serious of ily mes 
‘th Khoa ring of 4204, and eoatnued to opera i 
revenues. on. ehoines “he, mith or ‘ductionsl 
gras, whit. neplesting bis say 
nein were exngy ema a 
Aon of 1. a pat 
toatl at ie via o,f 
‘un tallow by ashicl Sage, 
‘eign of foe ety attacked Kabol in Dee 
{ui wk neni, in” Sunuory 30K. Amaniah 
lion in far ur of fasta on 
Sana at sR a dy to 
i Kanade wlfnnpted ‘upper for 
dynasty sind Bie 


i 
Campa ith hie family scr 3k Mne 
salle un Motus hve Thalyame -Saod Fine, 
iad. “Visited Mvatnia. Reval ia Anpirn 
Vebrvnry 100, rotuening to aly. Mavis Turkey 
‘gui, oe thres onthe. in dune, Late Conan 
Uthople burrelly foe Baty” Wcturpe to Dwwkey. 
Seplembar hut vous boek sed spent abe wiatce In 
idly" elt Naple lor Jel to puta pipstinage 
co the oth Apr 084, with the ljeet of saber 
‘ehabitating open Mest eye ot ence 
Incaur tth oery ha IvcnPaNhd 
‘iain decrying King aly ail hi rogoe, 
Jakdn toe Stes Use Os" May 3 

ity ele, abamnad” Aah 
brother nf Bourlya, Abdul Fatalt Tord (WW. 09, 
the tte Ghana Nuh jad Dana (WW. O13 
‘0 to sibs of ho" Angra Emhanay Paext 
Nima nnd Attu Asis. “Reorved to Tay, ea 
‘Meaandelt the 184 May. Leth Rome for Switce 
faa the 04h ome, 
Waited Hom 


batt Me 
bee HSI aed 


‘Afghan Mia 
Abdul Hod Ki 

unde atiing 

any fiw 
‘whemabouts and. tatantin 
the tale et och es 0 


7 
portal Yo by weting hie autogyty, and to 
oa te Tesla When Ne nd nah ty have 

shad by” the Soviet. Thc” New weret 

‘watered Te Era be han instant trig 

healt the present Alghonc igi Withk nice bs 

‘ging Ne irony. fn Tuy 1088 he sil Coe 

snd helt &pneling of hie pct 
iota there: Teaported hare: uoste 
Ati, to: ohiale: Wore Ruppert tu he eines 

RSet te i ln NAM, of 

hit alboreats fend ha Yee "apatat Ye 

Yaya. Khel Membars at Win panty were 

‘estonalile for the sesauidatians eine Nadir 

Shah (Rabol 108i) tad bie beetber Mfuharoinnd 

Aste (Berlin 1059) nid are saline fo othigelng et 


Anwoullah’s behsll. His chief sapporter in Europe 
Gvalare Siddig (WW, 500), a brother of the le 
Goulans Sab “Depeived of Alghan tatooality is 
Noveciher 1058,  Hescives an auneal allowance of 
bout £150 « mouth trom the Halian Govermenent. 
ia Marol 1 
aber of syipathaners, 
‘especially India, but appears to have elected 
litte.” Heturned to Kote. were be normally lives 
Since thea. his sibecents in Europe and An have. 
heen active. io spreading. propaganda, agains tne 
seat Afghan ‘rigine unmooget the NorthWest 
Frooties tribes He dime property in Switeerlts, 
hohe cogaiaoaly visite. "Hae theee sane aad 
{ove daughters Diltent opinives are held na to the 
possibility of hin returm bot thie seem. eolikety 
Wiles the. situation in Alghanistan  servvaly 
eterioeaten. possibly as the reult of further auaae 
‘ination ol taerabere of the: present tuling fell, 
‘ feoling 0a the Indian side of the border definitely 
urns ia favour ‘af iniUsting en incursion, ato 
Alghaninan on his behalf Since he haa licen living 
in aly he invariably loives for Switeeeland during 
‘the sumsner months, but, In 1685, Inatead of peng 
to Bwitnerland he rented » large bons in Sirens 08 
Northern Thaly, snd tok with bien hie frmily nad 
Hwan Jan.” Mubasssiad, his brother law 
Beturned to Home after a abort visit to Motrews on 
‘the 17th August and bellowed ta be in Kone (1097) 
Visited Mecea again in 1008. Rasnmured to dtaw an 
Allowance from Kessia. Sul in Tlaly (1043) 
Report ts have visited Switeerland (1049), "After 
‘staying at Gataad sad at" Villars he returned ts 
Home. Ile was scenexpanied hy an Mallen wetness 
Rome with hia tarily when Ht wan liberated 


21. Asadullah Khon (W.W. 199), 
Wsnn Mabaamedek igs Sar 
or Bor flit» oo the te 
isl yee ay 
Sut a” tow hatte to King 
last iy Za" 
ici te foo sans Soka 
han pte in Kal nse 
age lw 1020 und gromaly i-trested. In November 
18d) ved Tabak foe media tontmst On 
{ew apie Sate (Came the 
yt ge) atd -D.. eth ie 
Wars Applied tae ot etd rey 
(eit aerate ers War Dc 
‘Shay fier dn Dect, 
at coi ‘iar ein 
Kabul "Pyeeled ‘Pg dar ae appa 
Gin) er Comunnag Guar Dv Tk 
Tar iat gets sn Comsat fides 
Cee Sehsl ‘ibe steno (erm, 
Ipiranga Cte las) Gosael 
Gc Conmaninp Coane Dated ch 
{a cimmand of the Arq abd bovschcll trope 
iting the Hanes (pence gus ot 
the Rep tay He i'n ue 
saint ere ar." wr’ 
fous tealight hens 
Si camaro Ts tpt ee facal eers 
tela th the Rabel nl Pe 
Eon, Hoehne in WOE Cen 
fetes pl tothe Tg 
ar in te 
ore sea ihe lo 
fest Foo Cts Yak ad eae 
"Rael a igane mats beget ets Si 
Tait Kal er Bape (se Har lp 
‘nied. Ring,Zahte Shab othe Coronation uf 
Sage VI Atle rk nace (hoget 
Soi timc Kael upterhakh 
Spe tks hin resin ad 
Dapuler“Floa nequred Imore sesh fore 3 tent 
{ikea te i a ef 
inact and tang Moth (ne oce 
Cro harcore by bos age 6 


exleben 


Whe Afghan Army. an, appotntuncis be, stil b 
He ieeswianally oficates ae Mitster of Detetce 


2. Ata Muhammad Khan (W.W. 207). 
Hlaj, Toki. Soo. of the tale Sardar Abdulla 
‘vos. Govemnor of Masat in the Aine of 

lla Orr aster. Quartile with 

4p the tne. of -Ammoce Tabibulad. 


Toi jin areal 
1080) abd he 
fiiwrnel to Mazar. Was. one of Ale 
adored to tender seeet asatanoe f0 
He ConA i) Uap or ae 3 
Wah to Sass (108) junk, price to lattr's sl to 
Tops, and avanled the Order ol Astor Duty 
he rovaulion fought ngnina the. Sage force 
tur Mahi (WAW. 8). wae dofeated sod fed to 
Tyahkent. -Aeronpanied Ae Ite Gblaan Nabt in 
Tie woatictul edork. to recapture |X 
Aichi in yet 102 and aga te to 
lain rvtery.Appeerh to, have. reused 
Ah @attr die Shae ncccnnn. Was 
Sovir Yaka hn (WW. 070) vo Manars Shan in 
Marts 1800 "Commanded a ying ctonas durin 
slice Toghinn Teg 1931." Prem 
Misha {major gael od vane the Onder 
ff Rng, nd Chae, TUS.” Appolnted » toamber of 
soc af Nobles Diertcbet 1981. Visited 
Wd Man's repaiaien for eourage Te 
roe Tonia Te (1045) Presideat 
UWiike Counal f Nobles Is repurt (OAH to have 
eesGertnan sympathies 


2, Atul-Hag (WW, 200) 
a alent 1864, Ton son of the ake Kh 
en ral Rh Rat Baan eo 
a the at Medarid Sa 
es Lived te 


‘Took over command of Romistor Inlotry Brule 
Ayr 1028. Bpont ty pear te Monel 


«a Athan lat" Appied Forcgn Snir 
ihc Sun one WB Aree ay Dac 
oqao Sans 109 on apr Kab by Soe 
ie wel edeeted tod pment 
Verret tes jt 1008 


24, Faiz Muhammed Khan (WW. 243), 
‘enlar, Mulsiatiadeal, Son of Sardar Gut 
Moteszcrund Khaw (WW, 217) Toes abet 1800. 
ww. to the Tate Mubaaumad Aslam Khan, 
Taokivet.  Hetured to. Katut 
St 1030 Aifvisee othe late Mharcmnad. Wall 
Khaw, Afgan Envoy to Moscow 1990,” Teeturbed 
frou Moanove sad In charg arransetents for the 
orl party Saplemter W Atsived Taube the 
Bh Januar. 1981, cu rpule to Mmcay. Appuinted 
fies comalioe te Mallarunsad Wall's melon. to 
Warope 1921 =bih vinted T-sndon, Aroeriea, Par 
Xd Teane.  Puxt Under Secretary in the Boreign 
Gite 1029, Ta wdition aeted a» Minister of Eure 
Hon 1038 Appeinted Minkare of Fdoeation AMareh 


(30018) 


1094. A. member. of Bache: Sagan's * Counc for 
the Matsirsancs at Order "Apel 1020, although 9 
te tune tb Ba bd veered bs deh 
Xppointed Foreign Minitor by King. Nadie Shab 
November 188, Weat ca pjrmage to Mega In 
3ugh.  Welledocatad sod, Inellgeat, lon a ho 
‘pone for booeaty it facial tallors In Cony 
ices owt fodiens a an 
‘rage the use of which piers lca toapatla 
Sttned montal ert.” Prolore airy dncoures of 
Sbetmct pines to Sacsiaion. of protial deta, 
Mod fe tissano when foc oligo tale wp 18 


ae 

ern 

nee 

ie Saeerahgee cian 
echo roe ene 


‘ticipate 
‘May 1946 on leave 


25. Pasl Ahmad Khan (W.W. 250), 
‘tazrat Sahih of Chatahly Horn 
Jul abd grandson of Herat 
‘othe fataly i Srbl,Pir 
iakhare in Wea Pera, whine We father Waa bi 
in The fall veturwed Yo Afghanistan 107 
Valifed an a lye te religious mutter Via 
‘Shah “on Ms eecaion 
sed. Avsstant Mit ani 
ling Minister ol J ‘shor Agi 
(W.-W. 266) sn 1065. ‘After Nair Shoh's weananis 
‘wa itl Kral to apr param 
ot King Zale, Sha Appel 
Fantioe 108K. ‘Momber of the joint Perso-Alyhan 
‘Cumnrniesion to. enquire Wate tho Zotataad (Hran) 
Incident Decevnbor 1USL. Mis fils Ye lira! 
find receive an allowanes frm the Athan Covers 
‘wet but he hitntelf Tak inenos and charoctor 
{le tas pleasant mannces oid ie iiendly. Marved i 
190-8 daughter of Shee Aha (WW. ¥5n) Ul 
Minatee of Sutin, 


28, Pazal-i-Vmar (Sher Agha) (WW. 


A. mma of the amity of ind Pe etl 
aha Kaa. en Quy’ Klan. cca 
sere Bai of Sho Dsar Awa ie hie 
Haveat Seb af he rar onthe doth of i 
Hieber, Sher Ag in" 1, tof 
snd fh a he ath 
Sent pilgrimage fo Mocea iit retry 
Euler, wf hn fal 
wher 128 be om feat Xa 

Sateen tbe Mon West "Peter 
Poin in Mar 3998 under Trntite icy 
ag apt the As 

She 38 Amino fhe 


Tn 105, 
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srt ahi of Cighan erat WWF 98° Ghule Abad Ki 
December HOl calced Ms gulin radoeuet 2 OAnlam Ahmad Khan (WW. 
Sie dhenierea nat pega see : 
Parapet pen eninn 9 
Mell cane tae oaen a 
Hipteage sce tater waders ak att Raa os aa 
Fete he setaroed to abel Waid sina, Sag Proioe ia 04 Tat Kata tr Randa 
foe in Potreary 1085, and vm instrueted by the jteturned to Quetta on hi father 
stn Dovecot No pevanie teat at fetal Guna 
Chaharbagh to return to Afghishistan. Resetionary Returned Ue Rabat ca a 
a rrr A tvanty. Ralaed oRabal se ike sneaben tf Nat Re 
rien reasive reforms. His whole- ‘Wali (WW 685) to Bombay, 
appar ing Tale Sanh Ses it haere Yo ane Soa 
Saitoh mtr hy the Athan peje, eure Kaba 10 (Ap 
jorerament Os tha lber hank Se proubly mie e.2eteary 1082 ted Tahir for media ta 
Seethis’ Ewnvee ene ence Ghantne han’ cpeat Boe 
Johad on behalf of the Mohmande Septem. Cc 
Bersfah wus he tad te Bose eee 
i Ca Res 
{ried to, taduoe the Prime Minister to dselore 1035 appotated Depots Mniver of Cone. Peay 
chad.’ Welds’ great tnfiveace amongst the mother.” Sura) Demat. ie a. under al ve-tetly 
tues Khel Ghictn” Sul foe feutaip Tantei ot 
terra ere Sad Wan (WWE my GAN 20M, Metered le open 
is loyaey and would have Court "Miniter ad ainehe seeae pated Depots 
om, Dut wi afraid to do 80, | in a 
od rind ane pring iMate 


(ivan 9 tort ont 70 ares of lana in Chabarieh by 
ing Zahir Shah (Murch 180), "Ved ten 1008 
{In 1043 oxproasal «desire foe wi Alliod Victory aad 
‘accnling ts one report take hi flowery peuy 
ine seh» victory. hut was ao ve 
soo comtaat with the Fabian Tg 

Viste Tn 


rip to he 


he potion 
Teale 


Muhea 
-ud-Din (W.W. 204), Afghan C 
Fala Almaden Whine Ree of the ate cope Si 
Yebandad! Kho, who was tuple in tbe ‘Atma 
Abmadal Mae rol of 101 enete tor i. Sept 
‘neem tw 1044, tm 1019. was cunsoraed tm cam’ bor Lita el . eed 
‘pinay nena Atwell wih Alvamy Deswne_ than "Real 4g a Yates a 
ht and Avaan Kha, wat the Inte Ayub Kon. scootnpani ly ane of the Jounger Meter Baki 
Wan conto in Jubbolpere jal iven pormlaien Sonal Mayu Y 
{0 return to Afghanistan by 4x-King. Atmanoliah 
His fathr's tal ina sal property ware rented 
to Nw tt Novoutber 1000. "Arrest March 04 
Eide i ihn hie thre wa rb Hope, 
ul ater rlaanel anh proceeded tor Kht, October 
her he handing othe Ahan eas he 
eet favour gained hit the thle of Mir Covernoe of the Eastans Province Dreag te 
Agi’ Raat the ope In oney 186! mared the der of Chae 
services. Made overture to Kish Govern- Mubaioinad (W.W. SM). His, Gea wile, daophice 
‘meat after the fight of Arpanallah to Kandahar ofthe late Sardar Mudatomad Ate Kos diel Sener 
nary 1990. Jaeot Wi support fo Nadie Kiwi toe. befoge Tn Ape Told. was in tonsh uh 
ha Southern, Province ani! valued « lanbkar of Adie and Mohmaads, including ‘Balabely t 
AMlanedeaia Hi treo esount of « tatbe (WW. 244). Ta duly the Sate ol Rouae complained 
from Bache L8aqjy was tha oaune of Nadie Kien's of tin barch troatient, “Tale dalsatod tos one 
dleteat fo the Lange Vall 1 Deconabwe 108, on relat by Subasuned Qua 
mado overtures th Khan (U.P-57) and teak over the Govervorsip af 
: Kendahar,  Tetuened.wosporatly #0 Jalalabad 
ing of October 120 nan Decernbwr 1982 to deal with Hasan, Rowe (WAV 
rewlt ofthe dcovert hy Nur Khnn that be wat th by hich ha waa succes Did’ welt 
is gmmacicaton wih Bechet Suq. fn Duht Governor of Randhar ao dled samen 
luder survailanoe January whence he energy.” Was swanled the Sardar Ale in Yan 
wes romoral th Dept io mse Tn July a8 appeased Genet ee 
jn May 1000, deceit, treacherous sl untroat A gest favour of 
worthy aan, who, ea tor hin own spable and hands 


feuds.” Hae since Bean Kant, 
“detioreseet (080, 
‘ated 


with 


‘sod Baal 
Aopeinted Gover of 
ioe in por heath (98 


the” Afghan’ Goverment agaioat 


Huma ft this wos balioved obs owecy nauk tr Sel Haan Bee fet 
cover his real intentions of establishing himself with Kabul to officiate an Hoine Miniator Reliewed 
iirGhaae Apialmeat a Hone Minter uterine for tot 





Tetained bis appointment a1 Governor of the 
Kataghan atd Badskaban Provinces, which be still 
oléx Incurred the displeasure of the Tru 
Minister ia 102 owing to a ininon with the wile of 
His bevthersin-law (a son of W.W. 258). He divorced 
Kin wite sod muuch against the wish of the Hoyal 
Feely, uariod the wile of lis brother in-law 


‘30. Ghulam Muhammad Khan. 
chaacdea A ge retro Akad A 
Ke Ee aad ad BOSE Ror LE. 1) on 
Bolo nents the Misty fr Feels An 
Hepler tetas ie ine 
Petpet Pet 
a he cn Peron ai 108 
Passa tol pens oF aa Sia tes on 
Copertecd ula eth wapeanie "Phe tae 
Sofie lea tl ond agheh: Vatea Tne 
faces ae 


1. Ghulam Siddiq Khan (W.W. 308). 
SanlartAln. Son of the late Sipah Satur 
(Gentnoice nce) lin Haider” Chart 
her of the tate Gulats Jiani ‘hn, ates 
Gholan Nabi aod Abdul Asie (WAV. 13). "Bors 
WOK” Assistant to Gul Mubarumed Khso, Atgban 
Envuy in India, October 1019, and s junior member 
ofthe Alghan delegation at the Munscore Confer. 
imuce Lait Musee with dewpatcbes for. Kabul 
Tin W020, ol wes tofuuat readeitiance nie 
ing 1 a npr aba at Miner 
‘td Wotrigive with seithncats. Appointed aesistant 
iat the “Mubajerin Casositten, Kabul 
gut ASimeclior tothe Afghas 
Misslon voder Walt Muhanoinaa Khao, which visited 
In" tured Lon, Kab 
With ospatades Sopternbar 1P21." Lait nga fie 
Europe. rim Peshawar, Oviolee 1021. Appointed 
‘Aighan Minstor at Berlin 123, where be revolted 
ai Av. DD, whan be wae raved by And 
IHL (WAV 141). Visited Aagers whi ex route to 
Kate te Het," Apined et perme sere 
thy to he ng na Mater of Cou Sang 10 
‘Appointed to cdiciate ue Foreign Micisuer January 
Wr ding sbawaca of he ike Mabind Toa 

Korope, With King Arssoulla in urope in 
Artie Fecign Sinate November 12st Seat 
Saad 6 Bain with rn Drceter 1038 
Fiad with Amazellsh #9 Keodabar January 1020 
‘Amawsliah oo Apel 


Moncore, Apeil 1029, 
foes June 1060, 


¥ 
bul the 7th Mare 10 
At Acoanullah's llters 0 
‘Apel 1851, Arrived ‘Berlin the 18h July 
Ha take, sp han 
Minister. Week 


sed when wo vlad 
‘ighasltan by" the rel of Ue phd 
ditorered, when ‘(bun ‘Nati. waa easel kn 
ovoreber 103, Ghulam Siig wa dismiosed fz) 
Iaprsmtarn. Vie Moen dorng wpa 8 
st ach wih yosieallah Agha, lent 
he ah Vaited_ Comsantsnple 
‘iy suneer ad wae i tooch, wilh Soviet roe 
Senintine, oworot Vrough hia frotber Abul Asis 
han (W.WI8) Engg i active o-Atsnilih 
in Europe. Vinod Berlin in Noveosber 1853 
Tome in Janonry 1004. "Te 1964 senried 
"GWA. 20), tister of ex-Quner Sousa 


sent A shone persual fend of ox King Arash 
sot a ed i Spenn Peh eran 
nd ‘a litle Bugis Biterly opposed to preun 
‘Aighoo. regimes and now 1 King Amaaulla 
iedocpal sdhreat in Bstope "Slated o bo weallhy 
od te hare socory inves with. Haj Ghulast 
Heider (WW. 278)” Deprived of Aighao naluialsy 


alien ioterela ia Asia Delicved to have. boon 
involved in spring 1040 in «plot to rostro Amana 
‘ith German and Tiassa afsistance. Vans anid 
o hive miscarried owing to dieagrectient betwee 
Germany and Soviet” Was reported io April 1040 
to have arrived in ialinubad, In 104K hw arrived 
ty Aatanbul, byt the Turkial Goveryinat refs 
his "pernisaan to stay there atid ho roturued. to 
Germany. 


82, Ghulam Yahya Khan (W.W. 311), 
Mubamoedsai eco 1808, 8: of Halabullah 
Nalb Tord, deceased. and nephew 
Maid ars. Brother of WAV. 100, and cova 
SEW. 838. Forierly secretary of Afgan Lage 
tion, Bertin,” Appointed Undersecretary. View nd 
Passport liranch Pore Oley Sue U2 
Tranclorred fo chaggo of Perna, und Turkey seotion 
of Forwign Ofies, Newovabor HX. Toceived Ona 
Aten tt lam, Panes 102 “Arona 
‘Aroanlah to Turope 1027-38. Monghly” handled 
iy Bech Bagao's sown, hut stl nthe. Porlgn 
Giice, Janunry 1090.” Appointed Aighon. Miniter: 
ume; Deowmber 1980. Aiatant Seutetary, Pallent 
Departioent of Yorign Ofien Tratused 
Aadrotary. Afghan. Pereign Ofc, 080, 1 
Chakhatour, November S081, in connexion with 
Heltnand water dope with Persia.‘ Oftinted 
the ‘Yoregn Miniator”in-Vhot 
praised Dir (al) of Pups of Pie 
Hai Foran i Ayan ‘A 
Of Misiate in Suna Mou 
{E pleasant, wellsmansor tne 
ty. Hosen reported ¥ be j-Auanlal 
‘Rarish. Wer'raioved of he 


‘the inte 


83, Gul Agha (see Siddig Agha Muham- 
mad), 
A, Gul Ahmad Khan (WW. 318). 

"Tajik, Bon of Mirna Abdul Aled Khao, 
Brother of FM. Aba ‘han (WAV. 8) and 
Abdullah Khan, Governor of Herat. Tora about 
1807, 


‘Ws in charge ot Government buildings at the 
5 


beganing of Atsanullah's Toga Later became 
Supersteodeet at Made und Wase. Afterwards 
‘sppinted.Asaleant Chit Judge “Some Usue ater 
frat placed at thr bead of A Totelligence Depart 
Ihent! ‘During Arasullah's snare to Uharalfrom 
oda "On Ann. wih ie Tay tram 
‘and joined tse ex King’on the way. In 
{aid lo be it Karechi A soesber on Ue tontetiee 
{er reform lod by Muloanuad Yak Khan (WW. 
575} to Masur Bhar, Ste 1900,  Belived to bo 
Governor of Macari-Siast 1031. Arsved in Kabul 
Jeon ah Appite Rend fe Kabul 
Moriipality fn 182"Appointed Guvernot of Musa 
iar wice Abdul, Jamal Khan (WW. 49) in 
Noveunboe 124, which pont stl hols Appointed 
Miniter of Hain 009, but sppeintenent later 


“Pate to capable tod inaligeat, 5 
cf the jroentRtghn ng. Bpnks some Hagin 









































































































































85. Hobibullak Khan Tarsi (WW. 825). 
Muhuttnadaa. Bors 1800," Son of th Ite 
Mutinninad Zaman aed nephew of the ate Matted 
Tare Connie WW. 10h aod W-W.-AIT. Wasa 
Junine Undorevetany 
tho For 
seer Mv Pes en at * 
tw Paris "On hie mtu sited 
Unter Sezelary fn charge of the Wren ofthe 
Vereen Ofer dealing with Thdie wal Europe 
Appointed Afghan Miniter tx Pari Novemboe Tos 
Rilievl hy Ahmad AN Jun (L818) Dacor He 
tnd retro 0 Kabul TH Secretary i Poe 
Don. fas Ha Chit delegate tothe. Delatin 
Bounlory Comnmiesion, June Hi. “Clint doegn 
‘on th Pwrsian Boundary und Welvsand ‘Water 
Soauntadon, fs Viltad oad wn 


howntory 
Kabul. Appolnted Mini 
Ad Preis redentins ther to Octet TO 
nih Maethy: wplasars, well: macinanet 
‘attr Kabul J 184, snd upped 
frat seweotary at the Miniatey tor Perign Afair. a 
Post ha wae el Woag in TO4L” Te a hop bw thie 
Pratl at comparative cbmcority be be Ia baleved 
{sh po-Amanlih, nd le thorcloe not trusted hy 
‘ho’ preuent igi. ite owns froporty in: Bhar? 
Tau, ie an etioting-lnedioed who slesye wabes' to 
ried rte tne money. 


36. Hazrat of Shor Bazar (wo Pasl-i- 
Umar), 


82, Inayatullah Khan (WW. 306), 

ardae” Mutatumadanl. “Widest sag ut Amer 
Mabulol Khan. We, mother Ie tho. 

ode Huey. When’ the. Sh” Otte 
Vill un a Dewar 1004 Held te nipped 
nat of Sul Hal (ele ofthe Sata) 
Uider Auieet Mabibllah ban. "Chent Sukdan 
ia Apa Mae oe In 
110." Wg the teengnlne. wir fo he Atrute wp Ao 
ie Vno""ot "Noor Hptibull Roane death 
Marva “aughtor of the laty Malnoa, Khan. 
‘Tar, ant wont one ine wuld fo be, under the 
Ialler's""intlurwe During "Amweer Tixbfiallsh 
Khan's feigh he reeaived an allowenee of 
EXQ000 vipers per annul. Afr the mundoe of 
Atahivlta Khan, Sardar. Naat 


he had 


‘hoa “retire tnt 
ni forthor pact i pul afar 
tundra 


Frat life a 
Kinagh scanty ew in 
‘Gowerament works sd ws 
a Ne 
Gott 
Min 
‘harvesting hy 
th Bal regen Im hi favo In Syme 1. Eh 
ungat won alge wh go. Uy Toayatll, 
yt ane of 1 ak fps 
tad an oct terty tot March 122) He bone 
Uiteet stone tn ake up aby verneent point 
font Tuy 1088 yas aewad start ance 


10 


4 ised which en incre unt be. more 
‘hoot npgarntiywithoot resection. When Boca 
SSjo atake Kabul the th Dacor MR 
‘= sumunoord ty the Ring sad teufel fa the 
‘ivy. “Fors to scepter tne Ascot 
thicatine, the sh danny, i eta 
ested in Une Ary be Bache Srp abienal 
athe: kh danoary. 10, on eoiton “tht 
se hi taal caine to Render by ae 
Ereuaind to Panasae wis his asl tbe Heya 
‘Xe Vora ite th. tah nur) 18, “cet 
teed i Atanlie'Keaar "De 
wih Amanat Bandas tbe Sed ay, 
Salad rm omy for "Perna, vata the 
ah Tuy, Mh Aree Doha, tbe 27h lh 
102i. at Taian for Baroy Sy i aod oe 
in Deis bere. -laling sale. Nad Kl 
Appel permite seo Raglan for at 
mathe (Tune We) Vsed Pogtnd, Angas 18, 
td stayed three wecks in Latin wil he, we 
and eldewt on. Khalitullaly (WW. 00). Then 
ed Aton In Bone "Vite Cantante 
is pepow's wedding Deeb 128) ant fon 
eat ta Tehran what le ster janed im ra 
Ribak An rom of 8 trot foe va rae 
‘Government in Feary it Ty Aygo 
the Fudan Govertosté we ul to be aenting 
to" collage ti lcratees he" te eased 
Higa them hat remained te Toate whety he aoe 
rouble that hy allwonce mate hit 
ie Feaaa Governor hs btw tops bet Dak 


the eoantey 

nergy ok eo gay 

tt Yad eet te 
Mi 


Treen grant e mea 


38, Mahmud Jan (W.W. 415). 

Banlart-Als, Shobsonl, Qaeakeal. Thaw ts 

‘om of Shah Muhusudiod Khan wal distant coun 
Mut” Asls “Kham apd thn 


‘i 
charge ofthe Promiir Melber Dupatancnt whic 
Hin Mabormaad Attar wax Under Sevretary. Woe 
tn partoersip with Horr Marten, cman coyineet 
1m shange vf Darl Arman wry ae tre nt of 
tmunay ooh of pubile workn. rental Sentara, 
Ter 1a Arie at Rabat Pacer 
30a,” Captured” by rele news Jaloabed 
Dreerer a wat hea 


eine erlebrations, 
‘Was appedater uli 
spived ot i 


Sperintinnt the flowing vith.” Torprsnted te 
the Ary ot & char of thet af Govetnnunt funds 
‘and joredn, Fanvary. 1080. oder tial for helm 
‘oaeermad inthe "Rabi-Damnate revelt of 1881 
Healeasod in January 10), bok rearrested with other 
rmettiers the Shah 


als wrested. 
‘are sce bud to havo been tnimied my patish 
meat Was reloaved la Novernbor 108 ant kept 
Se swretanen Atew Bcrant fealean 
‘as Ttly to fonedeners A preat fore frond nf 
ec King Amanuliah.” Speake Prato 


nu 


Heported to have been stresed in Marsh 1696 for 
‘he morder of his wa non.” Hoported to be still in 
Keb jal. 


89, Mokendra Pratap Singh (alias Raja) 
(W.W, 437). 

Tofiae aghster, wa of Raje Thanshyam Siagh, 
Jat, of Moran," Aligarh, United Provinoos, and 
Iiher of the Mabarans cf Jia, Founder of the 
Brom Vidslaya (the Frey Tedvetrial aod Nntiaal 
‘Ante College) of rindatan. Went to Begin at te 
feof 1018, ond to. Bern jn the autanan of 1915 
‘where be posed an an fadian peice. Hod an inker- 
View with the Keiser spd seotespanied the Gerias 
Ininson to. Kabel so 1006. Arsived. at. Mucar 
Sharif in 1917. Hodeavoured to couse to India, bul 
{sturmed owing to var precautions. to 1918 with « 

a ‘Aighans (eft) MavarSharit tor Noslan 
entan, and provers to Tashhomt, Jn March 
AONB woe lo. Brig, and later vot to Petrograd, 
‘there he rwosived to. clown frts, Trotsky 
Bnd Jute, Sanve year visited Countantinopte, where 
Wee delivered Ameer's rvply to Ue Salta No 
tellable ews in early 1019 as to hin whereabouts, 


bor 1090 Hogarded ax an nbeote af no imporvance 
Up the Medshevika” in Kabul, but Olaidulla 
uw Aicurehead and to 
trac Man te prt. 

Sat Waben, the 14th Jun, 1930,¢m route. oe Chi, 
Sent » letter to the ovenor al Tieunghen saying 
{hatha tee epi Auhan tan to Chi 


See aoe 
SGcaien cneehnesamenes 
sie ac sa oe a 
sian tet 
(ea 
tear aia ame ia 
Seek ee tay Seu at 
Saree nie ereenianse se 
Se cetera ater 
Beier cy atom 
Ses 
[ea 
Sap Ee 
Mir King tr Ragas pop att Rata 
Siyrageeen ee oe 
Sienemarie: sees 
fine ethan is at Se 
Scie eee 
suai” acon Svea hres 
eae ae ear ee 
Se ear 
So hi eerie a pet 
Soe ee ier rae 
peed ee a Rtn 
Sete ae eee genet 
fie to Terwnes in March 1900, Visited Berlin and 
Ske tae ae a a 
Se erwae Shee 
Setar anes aac 
Faria hp Cet ea 
ees Soe pt 
fia Neaal eat hae 
Tire ee ET 
Sees oemc ncaa 
apc sone 
a : 
Samara ene 


Indian Lagilatures, Has, been. ragarded as an 
Aighan subject sinoe 1984. 

nthe For Bast in 1007. Boported to hein Japan 
(1083), 


40, Muhammad Agha Sami (W.W. 555) 
Trothir of Shabgaasi Mubatinoed Yakub, Nhan 
WW. O75), Son of Mubawnied 
Siam a’Aninor ‘Hatibul —8 
With ot ae any "hays, aed i 
ome gesrentions Was Mehinendsr to Vho Hritih 
‘nisin fn Rabu, 1921.” Appalutel 
Poti, Kabul, but was disauesed in 1928 Jurtly due 
ese of eda De S (W37 f 
abul gol nad partly doe to reports of his compleity 
{mutter of one Abdel Al” Appainted Paltcal 
‘tice dng Mangal rteion 044 yn sot a We 
toa wei een eared fain of tho 
‘Aroesr” Appointed Mobevandar ts Wabile of Ease 
Provinoas' during Ammeer's visit of April i 
Reappointed Commandant of Polos, Kubii, ANU 
1038" Was 9 trosed personal (nfrmer i Une Asoo 
‘Eflcient, controlled m soob wth grent ski durin 
the fry which gutted dhe Beak fagation ot Kabul 
December 1026. Appointed offising Governor ul 
Kabul Nowsinber 1998. "Arrested by Schna-Singn 
Pebroory 1039, but escaped snd joel Atnanlah 
in Kandahar." Soot tor Toshlent ts oouree hy 
‘Avoamllalyentaraiag again to Kuodahar vin 
Dunlap, Apr 1028 -Aocompenil Amana hn 
Aight ap far as Quetta, whore he rained. Lat fot 
Mena nA A020, Taser Yeti to Kabul 
‘Arrested and sentenced to beninhnnont oe inp 
iri Reed auan re Jy, ul tg 
yreensd Bad Yo im ssi proyageia Wor 
SMitetu’of Aranalih roags to. Mates, 
Alar 1001. ‘Arsived.‘tshman with, WMV 075. in 
Decamber dt, "Applied far pueniaion 10. vial 
Bull in Tel, when his 
(WW. O70) hn joined hin 
‘ies, Qua. Head 
,aatad ‘Basi sored of Aighan 


4k Muhammad Akbar Khan (WW. 161), 
Brae of WAY Uh, Att 


Minlstor st Ta, 
Te mateo 0 


3 
a of pane 
eturaod to Kabul 

wut ot te 


Geil AD. to the King, 1042 Viste Thain fn 


Lavoe » somewhat rotived Ii 


42 Muhammad Akram Khan (WW. 102) 
etn apnsiatly 408, Payoh Rese 
ag Drala the Minty foe Far, Ate 
$aeeBo pine Msn Inthe Mates ot 
soa aug, ch ot he i 
Heke SE" elated tha flng ay 
stip in afeten aod seine the Ki 
Pri "Sokanered ila pr 
fikinoe tno sorted Ia past mine fe 



























































































































































Hora the 12th Oetober 
Abdul Hal 
ong to the late 
Ibo. whe sald. dopted. hi 
Nom bora. "Was formerly ln 
(Mtuuanmatan Tou) Depart 
wot gan {ncrge of the 
Hit da tn VOT he Wold The 
sntivent of Hardar:Sadalls  (dieeer ot 
bocdh. Mx oe. soe ory whowt 1548 
At Daigle Do al Sarde 
Adot Qian Aquat 1910 9 
A.D.O. to the Kiny 12M Ay 
in Tanwary $929. sAerved Quetta un 
tho ath Novoritay, 1020.1 
In drateaed sirevatancee 
sine trem the 
tall ta bo vor 


4. Muhammad A tio Khan (W.W. 200) 

Torn approximately IML Muhammaden 
andar Sul Kefy Khaw and sine ut Sardar 
Abinad Shah Khaw, Court Minister (ia 19. 
Brother of Wah Jum lian Zulli, widow cf late 
andar Hayat 


‘Nighaa Nabooal Munk Was bept uoder gurveltiange 
1000 tor be alloged pro-Awanliad 
Shoat Kunsian nnd orm 


Royal Yul. Shows wo wotward sgow nore 
{1944 of tlie pro-Clorgan, but te an lighten 
National whe works hand and with ra aliny 
for the Industrial developrnnt of hiv country 
Pleasant wad telipont nian, tomy tothe Tei 
aati ative af thn aaiatanes robdered 
ie country hy the Tirtiah nod Indian Govern 


‘tine an developed iter the wa 
‘Hs brothary nro Muhainused Vir Khao (Lad 
“MaNtotnad fevhime Khan, au 
of Kabul Munisipalty 


45, Muhammad Daud Khan (WW. 288) 
pe SRT aa oes 
ieee a aemansee 
So pa 
hacia eerie 
mae 
ee 
Sao 
Seer a rereeinae 
Sc iop arses 
mead 
terse 


Ing. Kandahar. bn 106 and 167. Warned. to: be 
snore tetful by the Prisne Miniate, Appointed 


2 


ali 
i eee 
Sieg SRL arts Sheet 

SS Rr ell 
Parins ee ee Se eo 
eee Se 

a apse Se ras 

SOA ig tandem hin 
SE 


dk 

‘he wns belived tobe elvresting ‘sn 
sppronch to Germany’ ly the Afghan overntant 
ile'e stiualto he's sto Alchea! Naionaln whe 
14 halon to semagh he nepal pcg 
visra but tavour salng the soistance of Groat 
Thritain nid) the United Sates ia trsiing. nad 
sipping the Afghan army, tuoagh be f'n eto 
Fern to dea with, ay he always pups ieroe 


4. Muhammad Gul Kham (WW. 315s). 
eee ee 
Saree 
a 


‘apy. oficiote an ale \-Tateiinleh (Kupron 
‘Chet and Miitary Adauoisizaor), actors 
He beld tha jt wil the sore ef 180, During 
‘this "time be did moeh to eestere onde lathe. 
Jrovince and deait ‘wich the Shimwartatterps 
Torkdain in Voliruary 1990, Afton the Kahiatan 
ning i 1080 ho wae appointed Hale 'Tanahuieds af 
that dietstet and apparutly eunenero In paclfying 
the people. Assumed dutae of Minister uf Interior 
in Getober 1990." Appointed. Mais-Tansanieh ul 
Kandatar ln Pobrwary 16, wah eft for Ratwlaha 
via dia. Adninistered the province with frmmnes 
‘id aMicleney.” Congratulate by the Uvrermment 
nia work Janney 1062 Visited Kabul for 
Tadapendonce celebrations Augont 1003; was 
seeonied the Sardar/-Ala fiat alana aol s grant ol 
‘35000 Kabul vupeos Was eflored Uoneenorship of 
Horst im September 1084, bot refused owing tr his 
{tlendahip tow Atlus 0 
WaledTansbondly” Maser 


Goutal nd that he was la favour ol = republic 
‘Avquiet, wellasenmerod man, but ruthless 


i. Resigned Governarthip "of 
Nothern Proves 1040 sad appt Minister cf 
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Biate 1011, & post be till holds though bebns with 
Arawn to las state a0 Haibak nod remains there in 
fpite of the Priste Miniter'e attempt to induce i 
Hn to take a nore active part io the Administration 
is trsignation of tho Governorsip of the Norther 
Province is thouglt to have been dae to bis dialke 
A Abdul Majid (LB. 0) tena development 
teberen 


47. Muhammad Haider Khan (W.W. 329) 
‘arn about 1004. Sim of Ata Mtubanned Kh 
(ale "Qaat af Herat) PormentyAtghan reper 
Stuns a tbe Jagan Non wl aaegtiy 
fate tereary 10 the inept 
Kintasendor at Tohras rice’ Mabuminad 
Khun in Jenuary 1046 


48, IRM, Muhammad Hashim Khan 
(WW. 33; 
Mubammadeat Som of Sankar Yusuf Jan, 
Zable Shar. Hall 


Hadar general) of Hat 

Teen on tultcingsferan, We 
ction by Duet of tiny co he. fart 
‘al ater 


Apindated Governor of 
1010 Garren, Raster 
i daly. 020 and 


TRajour elles, tho em 
mophere 1 


Sumsmeed’ fig’ 
Kamar’ Kel Atri to Juiiabad 
Soptentee ta ewan 

old ot staan 
Tat Soi Khan Bod eon 
tones smth dsrtnten, of oes tor shem 
inn he, Atlan Gone," Rea 
ogo at to vee “ 
$isle'Rhany" he ery" of ome 
nan mal bags om rote tn Kab 
ooh to Kast fr Jani 
derbi, heating Miner We, Ke 
Sohuary i021 vice Nate Khan, who. prcee 90 

Wena iarog” within ut 1938. 
“inted Minsies at Man March 1004 whe be 
ee evlee i 
relay “Oppel. toe 

AAs nas he saws ing eon 
1 thr isan carl i atin 
12 teigec ata la Monn Oe Sui 10 
Nis Inne Node Rhon at ase ered poi 
Wi Milter s-Tovsn, whieh be rosary, Deter 
Td. Non Sah te sate the King ob 
Miah tr marge eas beindlicd ta Amano» 
Toni Mia Hanan dn (82) Ootebr 
{ae The we looked wien mm neh Hoshi 
ium ae hls bathers "At Grn Beebe 1028. 
Gotel diplomatic ian for tia en role. 16 
seine, wea Wak Geb a ae 
Bie wa ete Enateen 


oebed. 


“clestet hy Bischact 

Oth Heptember, 1020, Arsived. Quota Lak October, 

{iron, where he, remained usider warveillance ati 

{Fh Ooteber, 1280, when he wae pecroted by the 
te 


1a hie dealings with other Govecoment official ho in 
cawequenily both feared wh bated. Was on tour 
ia tbe Northern Exorinces when Nadie Shalh was 
nd returned insmedistaly. to, Kabul 

hir Shah, ainoe whose 

real ruler of Afghanistan 


ialaher 


sind geeky, ie 
inca nb dang wi oer em, ti 

lar he danger of hic tang speed Te 

Ts very fodly to mens a the Ty 

‘terse Paglia wat wo 

‘proce Tria tn Ortber 

mun, Oper 

Tenn 


pera 
hinge (No. 63" Natit to 
al ae log baay in igh 


49. Muhammad Hassan Jan (W.W. 342), 

Mokmininadesl Horw 3062. Soo" of Sardar 
Mubaromed Liar Khan (WAV. Osh A.D.O. 10 
King. "Amanollah WOH! Created Bordrd Aln 
Feo a” Marre. Noun Si Amonol 
Iai non, Orr 1037", wll tr the 


navoue oy role 


tween 
Rome wit Amanat 
“oy "epee at Afghans 
setts. Locmpanio ra 
Tiger wea Tn Rome’ with 
ant of 18 


50, Muhammad Ihyan Khan (WY 363) 
“Taj of Talal, Kohs-Dannn,  Firys Mlb 
omer gomeraty Hor 2805, yon" of Ustad 
ust, A ironamith elated th ate" Wash 
oqao. Ravelved three years" seoaiutica training 
in ftaly." Appointed to conumand Afghan Air Fotos 
Meat vt etry Sn + 
sie ut tour tn Hin wos Tuy iatio of Be 
Het dagger Ce Nove 1038 
Was haiptu to the Koyal Ale Foerw whee who 
landed Sharp in Be Diatianed 
frat hin ent by Bache a ny 128 bo 
was reappointed by Notie tin 80 
Ti throne Ts Mea 
Yard abd keen on yi 

tle French 


walla Muri 


1080.7 with vo 
“Afghan Govensment.- Pur 
‘ote Besta ne Goes 


Cron of Tal 


Sowpateh ot A 
Teining, the latter being ® policy Ihe consistently 
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unpre’ Tn) 108° he prodee to 
spr 3 lef Indi for agin in 308 ring he tence of 
3 te aban Pa baad 
were 
Ais ing directs, Afghan Seton 
Bank rig abcnce of Absa Map (OW) it 
=a Barge ISG0S1 Appointed Minter SF Biocon 
‘ar Ministry control. and wishes to proses 
Ws ‘ are ft "Appeinted pent 
Kenda he King Siesta eiereene e eee 
Seal the duninating personaly in Une Ait —“Appustsd Acting Foriga Minin 
‘Taree Agu waited India foe ween Weatment Fortin Minisle's Umeoes fe Tene Seas Va 
sibel Sin Bho 
; ion Vsied hesabnd es bead af 2 cece 
54, Mudammad Femail Khan (W.W. 37a). “upimiter (199, "a 
Khan WAG 0) ao Sept WW nhs (Sees 5 ae hes dat 
tw str tho str ao Mayor Minter Faveuin. in 14 apa eeang 
Fore Ate” Gonamor tokio ie Minbar of National annoy rng aes 
Nertbera, Sheed Kabul Pre fs “4 es oo dn 
10 iota‘ 
Atle toumnde Beth Lagat 
terme with: Hie Royal Iighnoes Shalt Ste —, 
CFt dered bho. 


oh aes ee 
Fapine oi Vena ad Se cs 
ph Rog ho ag ly 
3 isis dar eS 
2 Avhammad Khon Mires (W.W. 450). se eee 
ere Mat akan Se Setipdary 


‘atin fos Tea he o's 
Work thie wn Umer Seanye ras tors St. Muhammad Naw 

Gana ta eases Pate ma ot Sling at tw Nawroe Kian (W.W. 470) 

Undone Cuan jr ‘Aprsnted Yet Mobumomsd Yaiwi (We one el teeta 

Honig attitene re ndy nth So 

Tans Howdary Comino and prowedal "ts Hani (Aegean inte 

Anpiitol Minntee at Mewow Outer hase hang eta 


iputetuet Appaintiment of Minister: sings spyninted Metal 
pang Airaid Amansae 
Soot 


“Arpt 
ng King Nadle Sah 
src ah tn ay" aw tine roca 


= ante anions ae 
silerat Signe ntact cd 
sauesrret iO the latter sa abe due’ tha: patency hey 
Sah Aspoited Minit of de at 


bythe: Ring hie wor Wat pt 
‘e-reaultof the lot 


Saeed 

Mae its ea 
ee ha tod 

ica Be, at 

(ha, my, <Bome Tare aboot 1900. By 

Steg" tnt, "Wm 


sve i tat 
‘Sorernor of Rat 
saul at 


apt Perenality 
ee dom et 
oar eee 
ott a em rine 


His wile gue bi Ehak. which tb alinoet neateatacy Gye 
‘OBlading Forcgn: Sister corrunsbut fo ate sempiants “bese Ne 


» 


56. Muhammad Qasim Khan (W.-W. BOTA) 
sey (FOE, Muhanad) : 
Approximately 1004, Director wf Tatelligence 
Sethe Wer Ministry 1008. Chief of Stal, Ou 
Divas, 1088 Oiclating Geoeral Officer Com 
‘mang, Kataghan and Tdakshen Divican, 106 
Frasotcd Feds Micher 1637. Oficating Cieneral 
Omer Connranding, Guards Divi, 19097 General 
Oy Canmending, Herat” Division, 107-40, 
ned Governcr and. Genettl “Ofc Com 
Imig wf the Santheen Province im May 34 at 
the Vion ef the: Zadenm diturbences, A Sel 
falar ort cftcicnt nce, who has ploaeant 
dtners tr iotetfgent and wpenks We nglah, A 
‘Ganosn vupporter of Shab Matt (LP. 53) 


5% Muhammad Sadiq Khan (Mir). 
eh of Mir Sikander hen, Bor about Te 
Ais Tather woe s Court cB) with the honorary 
Talk af genera inthe reign of Amit Shee AW Khan 
od tt Atghoristan orig the Bieand Afghon War 
fi lived fn ln agdad. yhore Mulbatwnad Sadiq 
Wee born, and Inter I dla where the boy War 
Mocated” "Mir Moharened Budiq) returned to 
‘piacistan during the reign of ex King Avoamullah 
fd Bell rinor sppeintzyente in the Bavestions| 
St ‘Rericattrat” Deportments nf Use Southern 
Province and in Northen AtguonatnnDoving Mh 
telgn ot the tno King Nadir Shab, he beoame Piet 
Hietetary ef the Affhon: Krohomey tw Baron em 
Sppenntreent fe bal) few thre year. When 
feloroed to Kabul. he, waa appeanted Dircetor 
‘of Totorvatoaal Aut the Perey Ofen. 
‘Conve: 


‘ecatins) sya Fanglsh, rd wd Hi 
Winceably well dnponrd trans the Bitinh 


BR Muhammad Sarwar Khan (WW. 600) 
Birla Nay Sar ear on of Muon 


Afeban Renhaney 
‘wah 


rigutier tn 10%, wing 
i appeinted 


re be efficlated a Mister of 

‘he Toten. the 
feat payer Yo thw pontine woe wed bythe 
Miniter sf the Tuterlor. whe ereinaly ieating we 
Gover of Reed, fae dre on te 
"vith the dcarders that wre fle tn the province 
Turing 128 Mutacrmad. "Marware jurbaieton 
Yet Hinited. Sut) Gower 


and peslgent 
tind well revived bi the Ring.” Creptck Sardar tla 
Rixwmber 1221. Appointed Governer of Ladakh 
han, aod Katagha, 1028. but bl ot take. ap 
Snyrtatenent Ea Ratdshar | 1029 Appt 
‘Governor of Babal, Febrosry 1090. but releved by 
WT aod west om pigriznags t Mevna "Returned 
ig Moshed sod Randabor. Appointed « roster of 
the Mtapseckiynm (Comeil af Neblat), December 
ity Heported to he pro-Avpazollsh. hited his 
Irrothee Ghatacn Haidar (WW. 76), ab Maru, 
Kandahar Provivee, in, Febroary 1663. but, wax 
ralled to Kabul ia July, Has been woomployed 


‘dnen: 1081. Sil belinved tbo. pro-Amanulia 

sos and fray, bt Atnapulla's description, 
‘hute) Ate hist Sil s maoraber of the Council of 
Sotto 


£9. Muhammad Shaft Kian (WW. $89) 
(Gultan Muhammad Khel) 

hien appecxizotely 1X0. Son of Melhor Ton 
Kn AU relative ofS. Pais Mobawound Kim 
(WR ua ge Moai in Ale 
hice e's,” Appotete Afghan Coca, Kare 
TEN Bele tote ya ope rein A 
Gout Gegora in To eer Salnh-0d-Din (8 
Sint Bull "AGghan. Consultee, A plnannt 
Aietat who epeske Rls and ts lwase fend 
‘tarda the British Legation 


60, Muhammad Shuaids Khan (W.W. OU) 
ort appmminately 10D. Younger Withee of 
Barer ‘Khan (Sh 0h Apel 


‘in 


ot Court im 1G. Togned in Av 
Treaume Kandahar wanager to Chandan 
Kivi agent for Burma. shall Okt Company in 
‘Aanistan, Agent fe the in, Kandahar 
Anpecting dapaneen goods.” Brotler lao Ghulam 
Hasane (WW. 370). -Appointed. Afghon Con ad 
Korsehi 1040, Bull Afghnn Consult Karachi 


01. Sikiammait Umi Khon (WW. 652) 
Tage Misbar {ayajoe general Yvnafdnl of My 
«pial Gains. Bors 180%, fifo C 
Sal" 12t Vidied Dalit yyanieuvres De 
TWBE at the vfeaon a the counnander sneha 
olin, Appin. ond Afghans Gary Mina 
{2 Thm ts soent arly fr he ARBsan any nn 
Stas Sovit roldaey snethod Qetober 130, Taft 
Konia by alr for Ter ow Ove 
A Noxetnbey, WM tly 
iad Was a soe ae Nalin 


Conterenes, Gener 


Wj. "Returned to Ke 


‘Gordon Wighta 
ek. enum hie ton 


iatcnpor cor, on tad bos bad ile expe 
oven the hi ning rope Ht 
sa'Narop and epeabe Tit, Thoms m0 Cher 
rye Te aha sal to nyonk Pron nd Tein, 
Tihs Peay tthe preset rime to out Tk 
ck that wal pel oe mppoisied 8 
‘iia Rp” i ent anor 
me lead Afghan resentative to be en 
at Satie Dasurnmanent © “i 
‘Sato he es roa Ko (1) owing 0 
inners eomdves Wy Byrupe.” Sul Chie at Ball 
wintn elm ron of WWW 40d, Tl hae tho eon 
‘imac tthe Taryal Pauly except in ators of 
ery eooet ratte. ile wut w forall chorale 
eTamty to prove a fonder of two an the fl 
ie mene out he i rot athe, nd 
trithey ani we pwostowsany Brita cer 
Hfsaict team Miltary Meio tr eos D 
Heeb ed te weoae oe fovoure vw 
With the: Bitch and Arvricone 


62 Muhammad Uaman Khan (WW. 661). 

Sardar, In 1015 eppeinted to command at Asmat, 
‘whens ho-adopled = trmily:aiitade towards. the 
ntish and wos taking wecurty from "= badaeabes ~ 
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Prowl mids fto Chitra Tn 1036 was appointed 
dice and ia 1010. was stil Commandant. at 
Acont,Rovallad to: Jallabad’ io. August 1030 
‘room unknown. He, however, agsin returned to 
‘Ascuar and. went ta" Kabul tn. September ea. 
Cet Sta Oaicre to. Nib Solar’ Hrshize Khan 
Commanding the Ningrabar Corps in 
Served Atghan Coos in 
due Consul Grperal Indi, tn 
rl 1080. Counatie to Alghy 
Emaar. Tehran. in 1000. “Appt Mun 
ho Forstgn Maley in 1089. "Wl n sero of the 
Musabad Pers Afghan Connon 180635. Pen 
Siooed. aad ooemployed 1985. "Member of Non 
epabiican party, "Was suspected of cori ta 
Afi Atanish plot in" 000, Prion ‘ot the 
Municipal Commit. Rabu ince 1007" Katieved 
of this pa, Sus HO fr alleged on practice tne 
‘istibtion of fod amples tothe publ A cepebie 
inn, ith pleasant tansy wine sovewhnk de 
ferunilnk iendee hehe nok boca given more 
Ainnortandnpplntnentaaiovi ts be 9 
4nnK; wna Lo showing sgoe of diloplty tothe 
align Khel Took up ditetordip of avers publ 
Atalay concern In B44 


68, Muhammad Yunus Khan (WW. 685) 
Connon tom Talalabad aad in ot Pathan toe 


‘aud Was oot. wit pr 
‘ero pray” sinonne, Charge Affaires ror 
Pobrunry. 1080 Yo. Jauuary’ 1000, Tinergetical 
‘oppose Shujeeud: Daulah's (WW. OF 

Tejon of Lapa peop 

Lah London’ toe. United. Sates on 

(WW, 185) arrival as Minister In. January 180 
owing to. disappointment of non: rcogni 

Works abut reluval of Shah, Wall. appoint is 

‘souusallg, "Teenie the tn touch with Gade 
Party in Ban Francia. ‘ln June 1008 tie to obtaia 
the aadalarioe of British Forwign Offles to return to 
Afghanistan lieved tobe (1680) in United States. 
Founded and becnmye Diryetor” of the Athan 
Nallonal ASsowiation the Usted Salen 


64 Muhammad Zahir Shah (W.W. 688), 
‘Muhamindaal. Only surviving soa of the late 
King Nadir Shah, Born 


ot ‘Aghonistan in October 
Tn it attended» seat’ coves at the Inlaney 
eery” Seok, Kaba. Married (1081) daughter 
ain hak (WW 14 Apied, aaa 
at Minkter 10%. Tn 1088 ofl 
Kévetlon Minster in aiton to his oer dian 
tid King th Sth Noveeioes 13, 
inmeiotly afer his fathers aunwtaation. "Quiet 
‘snd wiaanduing with plassant annowre and «tae 
presence, he fas ae adil anne tbo 
fEmermment of the country. the real ower 
Wied by his ele ELE. Hiastin han (W. 
1) the Prine Miniter.” He fe kren 0a shooting, 
fermia riding nad wwitoming- ‘Up to 1088 he 
ISA Raul Since 1008 he he ats foe extras 
{nto the towmiry for m day wr two, bots ewoally 
seconipanied Dy a Tange number of ficial He 
two o three snot ch sear at Pagan, 
{e'sommereapital, ta which tho Ucvernmest dove 


Asvelopenent ofthe nriny aad at free, and 
‘know to expres m desire to take « ore 


85. Najibulloh Khan (WW. 4650). 
Ham type Wee Dans oneal 
‘he Poised Becton: Minitsy foe Forge Alar. 
Soon ey sa hee aaa 
tuother"Edacated at the French Schoo Rabat 
Speaks French folly and etm able asst con 
Tere iataligenty a Engh” Has’ comin 
ity tod stuns Ale appears to anjy the 
Sontieors ol the Prize Miner sod ie proba 
Sloser to the ears of Aiphao foreign and pital 
‘acs thas the preset Verign Minstrel 
E10. Aiblos hd what ence, 
Sristingly coureoue iad the repestin beng 
\drogly salt Brith, but. largely ma rash of the 
dean and ourteay town ta 
Totin (Apel TOU ie pow extrem 
towards Tle cold te ore 
Strong National." Dahblo occa vosttary so 
ie tte atodent of Mortar it the prose pe 
femaina in power in likly to bene hat 
Important personage. 


65, Obeididlah Khan (W-W. 402), 

Sen of Ameer Habibullah Khan. by the. Utye 
Warr, brother of ex-Ring “Arana 
Horm tan "Cate Shah Agha Carflly a 
fer by he Ulya Hazrat (WAV, 640. who emp 


sly with Amanllah Sune 1920. Tn Berlin with 
‘as tnother 1900. Suit ba Ther, ing at Uhe Atchon 
Lagation Nowembor 1632. With Arsanullah bn Home 
In Desomber 100. Tn Ovtohar 105. wag living 

Tig mater (WW, 646) io. Ghulam Silda 
(WW 400) ville in Berlin.” Deprived ot Afghan 
‘tionality Novecuber A 


Felwed Sul Hin July Hh tered to the 
Honma Minky a+ Distr, Pol sod Teerpbe 
Appntment ed! in iy in Tone 1 
rotted tbat st ean wll ith 
teen on inprvreent aad enter fetelopeente 
enon ovement a 
in'his Depart tb ck sa ifr 
tanytog tate dato Hie Isher din ta 
Sppomted Mister ni Mee Sovaher™ 1 
Aeheved ef appsettant ct Sister ef Pate ad 
TalgrapbeYO,  appioted isso of Pe 
‘ecm ono Miter ef Minn et fin 
Probably do tha halp he lane fram Oca 
‘Seioer ep oh, ta derelopng carom 
tn tei ntti te ta 
ten hee alway be fend” “Telinved of 
dprotenot Sia or Poe Wor 
iy att clog tn nih bit rind pr 
tt the stnnry tne" aid to have rr Scr 
Sonate 


Mubaenn 
spd Queen Souriya. 

arupe with King 1023.” Declared heir appareot 
1908” Accompanied “Asoanalia to Chaman and 


of Afghan natisanlity ip Noverober 106% 





a 


69, Saiyid Qasim (WW. 548). 
Soe of Ahmad Sbxh Khan, Suipid of Kabul 
Proceed to Peshawar through the Kuigher, Decem. 
ber 1021, om his way to Lemon os tneasonger from 
fhe Foreign OfScx.” Married the third daughter 
the late Malmud Bog Tare Member of the Afgh 
Tepaico in Lamina, “Acted bs Chang 

iMuires i 1924 between departure of Atal Hadi 
{W.W. 96) and arrival of Sbujecud-Duolah (W.W 
G12, ‘Hetumed to Kaba! May 1025, end sppoistet 
Under-Sceretary fm charge of Russi and Turkestan 
brane cf Purvion Offre ts succeed Hafiralla 

WW. 27) February 120. “Appunted Alghan 
CaneulCheseral Delhi. October 1726, ice Haji 
Mohamenod Akbar (WW. 1S) and left Kabul for 
Delhi the 20th Novexnber. 1926. "Awarded Order of 
Aster, January 127. Agiointed Afghan Minlatet 1a 
Rinne, 1028. Netured ta Inn nook tet 
Conatantinople, June 1029. abd to be working 98's 
ramdetor Inthe ‘Posvign Ofies, Kabul the 
Tub January, 1090. In Deeernber 183 we believe 
fo be with Awanullsh to Mone Spent exeetient 
Raglieh, wel edorated,” Used to be trendy to 
fmemiere cf Trhish Tagation, Rabi His tee 
iethe wile uf WW. ost 


TO, Salah-wd-Din Khan (WW. 553), 
Tian shot ih Son of Mui Bir 
wat native af Hera 
‘Ward ta be the elite of Htihad-tslav. | Shoje 
Dah (W. ahh hin to Kal 


Din ot 


to Wie Tmbay dotiea Af 
in mila August 1005 ¥ 


i eer ta 

Atl Coie 
Tinedeading aut Prapguele Navemier 190. 
Appantet Brcor ef Pes a! obs n O4n 
SHE outst 104) oda. Has 2 ore 
tne se itu ml ont Cea ee 
fafa hyn Neglected eet eh et 
Sil DUM set eray te htiere be hae 
usc te iccdct meek en thao Rebs 
tnd atte prem with an aes tet he 
Set neon salted! ty the Alchan over 
mat Feevntl et  at enin 

moter ant por Spe gl 

nti ht ton vey oll ae oe rn to 
Breciceien nel poepoblenn, het Appar to 
Eos Righe Goreme as te opts 
fata eteraitng tt eth wet 


71. HRA. Shah Mohmud (Mahawd Jan) 
(W.W. 414), 

Sandel Matremsvad, Born 1604. Youngest oa 
ef Muburpounl Yor sod uncle of King Zahir Sah 
Hatltrther of LP. 20 and tedber of LP. 73 
‘Appotuted Sar Barl-Os, ranking ae general fn 1917 
CEimanded the troops va Ube Petwar foot 1910 

rrr wh the Avoer for uever having, 
. he ene wecerailached). 
Appointed” Cie ind Miley Governor the 
Sekar tSteabl (eather -Provinec) September 
{ott ia Khost Febraary 1020. Areived te Kabul 
{rum Gardes December 120.” Was ware ts Kabul 
dag the roe init t-a tepnster of th Axe. 
etarbed to Garden sce sftee” Shab Mahrnd wme 
Intouch with Muhamnrondfiomen, BA. at Maka 
Mod Hag. Abdur Raraq at Shakin in 1000 at cots 
Tea, nad unfoubtedly supplied them with frequent 


(30918) 


convoys of jinmaunition. rations snd. money for 
‘istration tothe Hemileseetione fhe Wana 
Watine and Mabini. Arcived so Ribu fy Octebor 
1921, sewampanied by is family. General Ofcer 
Cmisgeiding Bedabhaban and Ketaghan, from 1022 
to 1085. Appointed Gorerdor of Eaatera Province 
‘Spal 1006" Toterviewed  Afrdie wt Salada 
[Apr 120, sav pacer tees similar tentevest to 
‘Dat given! uy hie broier, Nodie Khan. Toured 
Jelalsbed. Province and interviewed Atridia at 
Mergha’ July. 1026, "Visited Kabul to. discoss 
Mebmand does with King Novembor 1020 Tater 
Yewed Mohinawie ot Jalalahod Supuary 
ited Peal Tabak an dered yoney among 
Ehinwaris, Transferred from Jalalabad to: Knbul 
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Mr. Squire to Mr, Bden—(Receieed 12h July)) 
(No. 59) 
Sir, Kabul, 20th June, 1945. 
THE end of the war in Europe and my ows impending departare on leave 
isa suitable evasion for a review of tho political siteation tn Afghanistan and 
of the principal events that have taken place since the beginning of the yea. 
2, ‘The principal factor in the country’s stability remains the health of ber 
ime Minister. For the first time for many years Muhammad Hashim spent the 
in Jalalabad, and though the change of air seemed generally to have bene. 
ued ‘his health, on bis return to Kabul in the spring he was again for several 
Wooks far from well. He has now quite recovered but seems to have lost much 
of his former interest in the administration of the country and to be no longer 
‘Attempting to exercise the detailed control over petty aflairs which has been such 
4 feature of his Government ever since he first came into power, At thin same 
in general authority is unimpaired and in all matters of importance he 
pears to be absolute. He himself says openly that he would like to retire 
altogether and take a loug holiday in. England, hat he es tio possibility of 
ide 


han, 
reeently Ne than before 
‘Tho rivalry between Daud Khan and his uncle, Shah Malunud, the War Minister, 
ie wtill'n potential danger whieh may lead to trouble, hut the twa seein to have 
teen able to achieve a certain degree of co-operation The War M 
has great influence among the tribes, has maintaitied his position and keeps the 
‘army as a whole, especially the irregular elements in it, fairly contented, leaving, 
Daud Khan to organ nde 
nl 


‘comparatively unimportant position by his une 

The interrial situation remainis on the whole satisfactory, though the 
‘ytinsty has not increased uilarity, especially in the provinces. So long 
ws the ruling family remains fairly united and retains control of the army, and 
so long as no important rival appears, there scems little likelihood of serious 
trouble, The unpopularity of the present régime is probably greatest in 
Kandahar, where reactionary mullahs still seem to be able to call on fanatical 
support to block all attempts at modernisation. This has recently been instanced 
by minor riot organised to protest against the visit of an amateur theatrical 
party from Kabul and by the opposition which the building of « cinema has 
aroused, Maladministration and corruption in Kandahar and Herat, the two 
most important towns in the country after Kabul, has also given the Government 
a bad name. ‘The food situation was in fact so badly managed and so much 
smuggling and profiteering was allowed to goon that in March there were serious 
shortazes in both places, which for a time caused some anxiety. and which led, in 
Herat, to the murder of the Director of Food Supplies and two of his assistants 
in a riot which took place in that town, The situation on the Baluchistan horder 
lias remained peaceful on the whole and a greater readiness on the part of the 
local officials in the Kandahar province to. co-operate with the authorities in 
Baluchistan has helped to maintain tranquillity in this area. In the Southern 
Province there is partial, at more open, oppsition and Government control is 
still precarions. ‘The Zadrans are discontented, with Mazrak, their rebel leader. 
still at large and still causing troable, though strict vigilance on both sides of 
the border has prevented any recrudescence of the outhreak of last year In the 


a 


Eastern Province the Prime Minister, during his residence in Jalalabad, made 
great efforts to obtain closer control over the tribes and to introduce a. personal 
system of recruitment in place of the present tribal system, but tis efforts met 
with determined opposition and appear to have been abandoned for the time 
being, though the Government have felt strong enough to arrest, Malik Quis 
Khugiani, one of the chief opponents of the reform, and to oonfisate his property 
apparently on a charge of plotting a rebellion, , 

4. In the realm of foreign aflairs the defeat of Germany, though anticipated 
nd therefore to a large extent discounted in advance in Goverument circles, came 
fas something of a shock to the people as a whole. ‘There cau be no doobt that 
the interest that, Germany took in Afghanistan during the period between the two 
‘wars has had a profound effect on the country, Many material improvements have 
bon due to German assistanoe. Afghan armaments and military equipme 
come largely from Germany, and except for the Turks, who.are classed as °° Half 
Enropeans,”" the majority of the foreigners who worked in Afghanistan prior 
lo the evacuation of tbe Axis nationals in 12 were Germans. Afghans had 
Veen so impressed with German might and German victories in the eatly mouths 
‘of the war that they found it difficult to envisnge the posibility of German 
defeat. German influence had been very widely welcomed if ouly because it 
was a change from, and was loss of ani immediate danger than, British, aud 
Russian influence, of which Afghans are traditionally «suspicious, It ik there 
fore not surprising that the collapse of Germany evoked widespread feelings of 
sympathy and ‘which even the Government-controlled pres could not 
gatirely concen) To Government circles, however, and especially tong the mare 
Important olficials, there was a clearer understanding of world affairs, and. the 

feral feeling was rather one of relief and a hope that the end af the war in 
Europe might-allow Afghanistan to return to a more normal existe ‘a: 
tinne the tasks of ‘economic improvement which the war had. interrupted, 
Latterly, too, there, has been a more general realisation of how. dependent 
‘Afghanistan rally is on the goodwill of Hix Majesty's Governmont and the 
oeeaanat of India, and appreciation of the scooomic arsistance which in spite 
‘of war time difficaltics has readily and covsistently been granted. 
therefure, they have thought it both more digoified and more it ceo 
popular opinion to maintain their neutrality, the Government made no difcuties 
Ann complying with the Allied request that the German, Logation should te 
Sloned and its personnel interned. pending arrangements for their departure. No 
foch sympathy is felt for Japan and there have been rumours that after the 
Gefeat of Germany the rapture of diplomatic relations with Japan wa wrioualy 
‘Cousidered at 4 Royal Family conclave as being possibly in the best in af 
‘Afghanistan, and giving her a greater claim to economic asvistance from, the 
British and Amortean Goverawents, In the absence, however, of any. pressir 
from the Allied Powers, no ateps to this end have yet been taken Lhough an even 
cloner waich than before is being maintained over Japanese activities 

3. Whe Afghan altitude towards Hix Majesty's Government and the Govern: 
iment of India has shown steady improvement. Tt is true that the informal 
Miaspesions on the aubject of frontier policy initiated at the end of 1944 have 
fiusde no progress, and the new announcement of the possibility of sweeping 

conct of India's external affairs is causing. much speculation 
isation of Afghau 

ly relations 

atside Government circles 

red_-by Great Britain 

itain has uplield the 

iddle East. 1 think 
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the Afghan Government are hoping to sead some 160 to 170 students to various 
Indian military establishments 

6. A further event of importatce in Indo-Afghan relations was the despatch 
in March of a small mission of officials of the Afghan Press Department to Delhi 
tosee something of publicity work in India. So Tar, the apparent results of this 
mission have been meagre. The Prime: Minister has a rooted objection to 
propaganda in all its forms, and it is doubtful whether he really wishes bis 
countrymen to have their minds freely opened to the influences of foreign 
publicity, however friendly its intentions may be. This may account for the 
‘unwilliiguess of Afghanistan to produce possible annoancers for Delhi Radio's 
‘Afghan-Persian programme, or even to encourage that programme at all. In 
this mattor we must exercise patience, and 1 pethap itis enough for the moment 
that the Afghan press should be willing to take its tdeas freely from British sources 
and to tecastom its readers to the idea of friendly co-operation with India. The 
Press Department itself has recently been permitted to discuss matters of motual 
interest direct with the British Legation and to correspond direct with te 
Tnformation Department of the Government of India. This is a new and hopeful 
line of advance. Progress in caltura) relations must be gradual and must be 
allowed to grow natorally without too much forcing. The connexion between the 
Literary Academy, which is a branch of the Pres Department, and the Royai 
Asiatic Society of Bengal has been maiutained and an invitation from the Indian 
‘Archwological Department to take part in meetings of Indian Archaologists hus 
been gratefully accepted. The reopening of the French Arvhwological Mission 
whine shortly expected should also lead to further contacts between India and 
Afghanistan in thix «phere. 

7. Progress in enlarging social contacts is still slow. I understand that « 
Govornment order relaxing the restrictions that have been placed during the war 
‘on contacts with foreigners ix now in preparation and is enone fendy for imue. 
Meanwhile, there are welcome signs of impending change. Rather more Afghans 
than tisual have been able to accept our invitations vo cinema parties and to the 
Teeption revently held in honoar of the King's birthday, and members of my 

‘have been recently invited to Afghan honses which have not been open to ts 
‘since the early days of the war. "There is, however, as yet no free social inter. 
course between ourselves und the Afghans, though these restrictions do not apply 
tounoficial members of the Witiah commnnity nor to Tndians, who. appear to 
bo under no restrictions in their contacts with Afghans. 

8, Ono of the movements which is, in my opinion, most important from the 

int of view of Indo-Afghan relations is that for the better teaching of Afghan 
story in their schools, wid it is most encouraging that Daud Khan, who i= 
Fexponsible for the mil ys college and sect and who has hitherto been 
wooredited with pronounced German views, recently told the ‘military attaché that 
‘bo was having the teaching of history entirely revised and the anti-Britixh bias 
which has always been # steungly in evidence in the presentation of the history 
‘of tho list 100 years removed. ‘The teaching of English in Afghanistan is makin, 
bene ore ‘and has been stimulated by the interest taken in Basic Engli 
regarding which I have already expressed my views at some length. Further 
progress must await the arrival of Euglish teachers for the Ghazi College, two 
of whom sire at last expected. The help that we have been able to give in this 
direction has been disappointing, and this applies to the provision of Indian aswell 
‘a8 English teachers and also to the provision by India of other specialists whose 
services the Afghan Government have wished to borrow. We have long wanted 
the han Goveroment to rely on us for the selection of their specialists rather 
than obtain them themselves through their consul-general from direct applicants 
‘whos qualifications and political antecedents leave mach to be desi Tt is 
unfortunate, therefore, that in spite of India’s best endeavours it has #0 far been 
impossible to find more than a fraction of the specialists for whotn we have been 
‘asked, Similarly, we have consistently urged the Afghans to send their stadents 
to Tndia for training rather than to foreign countries, and our inability to meet 
requests which they have recently made for courses of forestry, veterinary surgery. 
Iture, €c., is not a little disheartening. War conditions natarally create 
difficulties, ‘and India's own needs for post-war reconstruction must have prior 
vonsideration, The same applies, though in lesser to the question of 
supplies from India, Help is given to the best of India’s ability, and very 
material help it has been too, but war-time demands and cumbersome machinery 
eg Aor d delays inevitable with unfortunate results on Afy ‘opinion. 
The Atgharis find it difficult to believe that a country of 400 million could not 
freely @pare the modest requirements of the 10 million in Afghanistan if it had 
any real desire to do so. 
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However unjustifiable Afghan criticisms. of this nature may’ be, our 
inability to supply Afghan requirements inevitably forces the Afghan Govern 
ment to turn moré aod more to America. American policy is not altogether easy 
tounderstand. ‘The American Minister asserts that Afghanistan is far too all 
30d inaccessible a country ever really to interest America from the trade pout 
of view, and that America's main interest in coming into the country ab all was 
to assist in maintaining stability in this part of the world, especially in tho years 
When Axis influence was all powerful. On the other hand, the American Legatio 
asa whole is extremely active in doing all it can to supply Afghanistan 
tnd Lo endeavour-to secure for the United States complete freed 
uy sort of restriction in pursuing this programme. The diversion of the Karaku 
(Persian lambskin) trade, the country's most valuable export, from London to 
has, of course, givea America a very great advantage and provides the 
ith large dollar reserves which it is only natural should be expended 
the United States. This is a loss which the United Kingdom will probably b 
unable to recover, India, however, with the advantages of proximity should find 
iteasy it ix 


undoubtedly iacreased, . 100 
They are doing everything they can to cultivate friendly relations with Ath 
and’are apparently making extensive use of Uzheks aiid other agente from 
northern border for the furtherance of their own particular purpeses, whic 
te presumed to te the fostering of discontent with the presat order au 
preparation of the ground for organised revolution it, due qourse. [i thin eo 
hoxton the captare tn Beeliu of G iddiq, tho brains of Ue pro-Amanlah 
‘movement, and his ‘to Moscow is omina 

11, Relations with Turkey have remained unchanged. ‘The Turkish Mii 
tary Mission is all langely responsible for Afghan military training, and though 
its’ members are being reduced there seem fo be! no intention of bringing its 
‘activities toa close,” With the reopaning of the French Legation, French 
{s again tothe fore in Kabul and elorts.are being made to reestablish the 
caltural relations which axisted before'the war. A. Chinese Legation 1 shortly 
tobe opened. ‘The new Chinese Minister haa arrived in India, ahd his terotary, 
‘accompanied by his wife, who speaks no language other than Chinese. is alrondy 
in Kala tying to near house and to sake oer preininary arate 

12. Any reat advance in the country's goonamic development anus of 
course, await the ending of the war with Japan, bat-Afghanistan, like other 
Countries, is already making plans for post-war ituprovementa. Two American 
Cagincers are wow engaged in the opball tank of correcting past mistakes and 
Trying Lo inaugurate new projects, especially that of the Boghra Canal on the 
Holmiad River. at Girshk. They” are anaicapped ty. tie Tack of killod 
subordinates and there are hints that they may find the task: too much for their 
paticnce. Plus for the extension of the textile industry are being considered ne 
Aire also varias hydro-electric schemes. Little progress is, however, being made 
inthe country's reer tec, the improvenent af communicating 
Certain bridging malerial has been asked for from India. Civil aviation has made 
to progress, Uicugh the-Afghan Government is believed to have ratified alo be 
toot to ratify all the conventions ‘at the Chicago Conference. "The 
Government admit that they have only the very vaguest idea of the implicati 
bf these agrecwents and are not ready to take active steps to enconrage any a 
Services themselves. The most helpfal line of approach may pethaps be through 


service, and $9 not only open the door to di nent 
but also secure British predominance i aviation, 
13. It is important the we should keep a close look out for opportun 
of assisting Afghanistan's esonomie recovery and seize every opportunity of 
reestablishing our pre-war trade pasition in the country. ‘The proposal that hes 
(sons) c4 
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heen made, that a small Economie Mission from the United Kingdom would help 
towards this end, is one that well merits consideration. 


14, Tam sending copies of this despatch to 
the Government of India, the Government of the 
the Baluchistan Administration and His Majesty 


Talalabad, 


Secretary of State for Tndia, 
North-West Frontier Province, 
Consuls in Kandahar and 


Thave, &e 
G. F SQUIRE 





(E 8816/5316/97) No. 8. 
Mr. Squire to Mr, Eden —(Receieed Mat July) 


(Ro. 00. Confidential.) 


Sir, 
1 HAVE th 
missions in Kab 


Kabul, Ast July, 1945. 


honour to transmit herewith a report on the heads of foreign 


2 Lam seuling a cy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for Iu 


and to the Government of India, 


T have, &. 
G. F, SQUIRE. 


Enolosure in No, 3 
Report on Meads of Foreign Missions in Kabul 


(Passages marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports 


Kgypt. 

Pina Kasi St 
Praad bi erde 
Alquet hile wn, 


vaueatly Th 
Liverpool ox Vicw-Cooaul wid Uw Banbury i 
London. Mas alaa twos is ‘Tobran, Hove, Vion 
Lhd Hudapest, "He how not beam Tews long ence 
{have erento mil of an Hpreaabn, 


France 

Bird Cinas Sere ir, 

Promoted ie ered on the tet May, 148 
Served inthe war af WEIS tet to Me lay 
ith tng sur Verdun od banque a 
Srillaryofier Aer vie were fae the di 

- ft even te hg Sin er he 

ae appuretly head ot the Dypartinent a 
Covell And line Maky Penge’ Oey fos 
ib, Speake Boglih toerably ell an nT 

om the whole wel apna Go Great tae 
tet Pechenegs a 
‘tis af on ple. patgleny is ha haves ie 
irady ed wk pag te ne fc octet 
rstqy tn Alghaltaa “Ie tecoponied Sy ea 
Espada ted” wile to's septougitor 
‘Theithardie le Protec as stro aeees 
{oho te heen re sad soma eltend 


Frag. 
or Kl Al Zan nd 
Vromnted hia ofededilae on the th Februar. 
1o4n" Reeve the ra aay ad ha heh 
ning ot the Bal Ciloge at Calaberley: what he 
el set thorvelty sd where Ie wane to 
‘oan vey wel ont. Bele ing posted to 
al bo as Dirvetoe General of Teint in ie 
og wun (Wren ie 4) 
‘Spots Frpeh, Fert and Turkish. Hs Tukiah 
yiesehe nana Kable 4, Ptr 
nbul lah oar ad taht to sccoupony has 
sn," tandial toon, 0 Ameria - 


Japan. 
“Ketary Stichida (Minster) 
“Frente hin ceeds on the Sed Nove, 
10 "(Write i 104) 


Persia. 
MA Aboighaaseun Nadja (Ausbamador. 
*Proweated bin eredeatiale on the. ub August 
4940 "X carer diplomat, whar har town nisaoe 
ar ii in in, Pass at Toga 
ive and appears to have Tite inflaeges 
i Kabul The tion which he dso eceaaion 
"+ Legation on tatters 
Erte nara a sae Bat ck ware 
‘is I am aware, ‘tever expressed 
othoniasm tor the’ United Nationa Ty lar 
Thich “be understands Woershly well 
(Weiten fa 104) 
Wo ‘made Cabioet Misister in the short-lived 
aki Greeti sinner To at 
ately fr hin ‘ot. Taft when Uhat 
Government fe 


Sosiet Union, 

van Nbslevich Hakstin (Abasaader 
Presented bis eedonias on the TFth Petry, 
TOA Tged BS" The enfant tere “ef MES 


i, Crest Subd, Wr ape 
ppaied 6 tps wes rat an 
Sena hog te pow Cl 
Bin nesnaspS re Sent es poaoes 
Ba pthc foley ies ae 
ek epee cig Thoss ra Heston! 
‘he considers the only test of a friend is the expecity 
See 
Ste via” 
Bsns cttse viata chapoareed Gly 
His wife ia the Embamy surgeon and works very 


ple soak bol seatesy Sadly dhe & 
‘endetuly god ot hep ber hte fa order 


ecto 


(Arsbessadee} 
1045, 
where 


Tancious to be friendly, though of cours be tnd 
Win 90: maay 
tomas 


United States. 
Mr: Carmelive Van Bi 


Ae 
pind iy eS 
imate 
rapa 
pe cet 
ln « oa, and there ix wt all times the 
a par Awoen the United States 
ae ae 
[epee Ray 
(Paladin epi Et 
papery pertesi 
Seats eae 


veal 
Peper wh 
nto 

a ott elag and “pects to eave Kabul Tn 
10s 


he aicoldothtrwiae enjoy 



























































































































































CHAPTER II—IRAQ. 


[E 4748/3929/93) No. 4 


Sir H. Stonehewer Bird to Mr. Eden {Received 3rd July) 
(No. 251) 
Sir Bagdad, 14th June, 1945, 
WITH reference to your telegram No. $19 of the 7th June-on the subject 
of British policy in Kurdistan, I have the houour to report that [saw the 
Prime Minister this morning and after reminding him of his enquiries 
br firt meeting regarding the British attitude to Kurdistan, banded hin au 
ide-mémoire (copy enclosed) emborlying the substance of paragraphs 7 and 8 
of ay denpateh No, 186, Handi Bey expressed his agreement with and gratitude 
I told him that 1 wae anxious that our position should be made perfeetly 
efore,{ pald my Grat uit to the worth’ whoh T hope 6 de aceiee tee 
Inst Wok oF his oe aloo sui howe slad 1 waa that Colonel Tai Wabbi, 
aeleading Kurdish politician and secant, and Minister of Economics in the presen 
Cabinet: would be/in Solaimanivah to Welcome me, oars cls oe 
4 "I hope to report on my trip to Kurdistan in due course. 
4. Tm sending copios of thin despatch to the Minister Resident, Middle 
East, anid to Hig Majesty's representatives at Angoea, Tehran and Beirut 
T have, &. 
HUGH STONEHEWER BIRD, 


Fenclosure in No. 4, 


Aide Mémoire. 


British Attitude towards Kurds of Troq 


IN regard to the Kurds of Lraq, the attitude of the British Gove 
exactly the same ae Uh townrde eky ounr ncion of the comunity. a 
it wishes thom to be good, loyal, and prosperous subjects of their 
Members of the British Consular and Political Advisory stafls in the .no 
therefore, boing reminded that they are always to work towards this end. ‘They 
faust not concern thanwalves with wectional poitin oF perwonal dispates. ‘The 
ards are fo be regarded only in the capacity of Lraqi subjects, not ax a separate 
mninoety.Selfstfed leaders are not be listened to hy Britich lees, med 
people who have grievances are to be advised to refer them through the proper 
conatitational channel, that is to way throagh the Iraq Goverument administrative 
officers and parliamentary representatives. 

At the same tine the British Government feel that it is in the interests 
af reserving unity of the Kingdom:and prométing the welfare of the north that 
in uit aro, ne thers, every effort should be imade to encourage edcntion, 

iultare and social services, and that the Kurds should be given their 

re in Government pons and occa 8 = Nurs *boald be given their fair 





(B 8184 /196/98) No. 5. 


Sir H. Stonehewer-Bird to Mr. Eden —(Receieed Ath July) 
(ho. 288) 
ir, 

" tog Bagdad, 5th July, 1945. 
Jagd Authorised in your telegram No, 367 of the 24h June, T Ihave just con- 
cluded a week's visit'to the four Northern Liwas ‘The total area of these 
provinces is greater than that of Scotland, and it would be clearly impossible in 
fo abort time to do more than acquire a general impression ol tae aceey: 
but in a tour of more than 800 miles (excluding the initial and final train 
Journeys) I was perhaps able to form sowe useful idea of the country and its 

vroblems. I was accompanied throughout by the oriental counsellor and by 
Efewtenani-Colonel Mead, Political Adviser, Northers Area, ‘T'was cauenaad 


a7 


by members of my political advisory and consular staffs, by British civilians, 
by the four mutasarrifs, by three mayors, and by Arab and Kurdish tribal 
Jeaders; I had an opportunity of talking with many officials, both of the Traqi 
and British Governments, with officers of both armies, with representatives of 
the British Council and the Iraq Petroleum Company, and with scores of citizens. 
2. T started my journey as the guest of the Iraq Petroleum Company at 
Kirkuk. In a morning's round of the installation, I was enabled to see every 
, from the drilling of a new well to the despatch of the distilled product 
rough the pip lie to Tripoli and H Tt scoms to me that this enterprise, 
from which both Britain and Iraq gain so materially, is under wise and liberal 
direction. Far from wishing to exclude the people of the ceuintry, the senior 
dflcers of the company at Kirkuk are most. anxions to enlist more’ Traqis into 
their service, and offer good prospects of advancement. 1 hope that Professor 
Scaife, British Adviser to the Ministry-of Education, will shortly’ be visiting 
Kirkule to discuss with the company future policy with regard to tochnicnl 
ssucaton, for which the weed here is so presting 

3. Prom the oil company—the epitome of twentieth-century outlook and 
ractice—to Sulaiman, was a contrast indeed. As T reported in my despate 
No. 251 of the 14th June, the Prime Minister expressed great satisfaction with 
the aide-mémoire on Kurdistan which [presented to him on that date, His 
colleagues also were favourably impressed by it, 49 much s0 that the Minister of 
the Interior sent for the oriental counsellor shortly before T teft for the North 
in order to explain to im that the Iraq Governiment nd every intention of 
reciprocati Majesty's Government's goodwill; and that in days gone by 
the North had not been" neglected '* any more than the South, because the whole 
eomntry had beow neglected during the first years of ite independent existence 
when Lraqis were mare interested in politics Usan in social progress, (The only 
‘exception he made wax in regard to education. Here he admitted that in tho 
days whon the Shiahs were in charge of the Ministry, they had deliberately pw: 
mmoted welfare of thoi co-religionists in the South to the detriment of the Sunn 
North). The Government now, i Excellency, had every intention of 
promoting the prosperity of the North, together with that of the South. Aw a 
satel of this new attitude Colonel Tawhq Wahabi, « wise and cultivated Kurd 
Solaimant and a proved friend of Britain, who ix now Minister of 
eonomics, was sexit abead to Sulaimani to welcome me. Th & prearranged 
exchange of addresses between his Excellency and myself, reference wax made 
to the fact that Britain's friendship with the Kurds went back not only to the 
ast war, but to the days of Claudius Rich, who visited Salaimant in 1820. (It 
‘was at Sulaimani that Rich received, and had at once to re-transmit to Tada, 
the news of the death of King George T1f—an example of the importance of 
ink in our communications with the East.) Both Colonel 

‘expressed the hope that Traq wotld become, like Brita 

int which its citizens of diverse races would be uble 


lebjatear the Persian 
and tarred, Tn 
this 
entertained 

with feasting and dancing, in w! 
aay joined, "There mat have bn several indeed 


ardistan where poverty 
fini Je onthe pride, nnd’ this preston. was emphatically endorsed by 
3. Here. as elsewhere in the Middle East, we stand on the watershed between 
the medieval and the modern. An example of this contrast is the orjee-natorious 
Sheikh Mahmoud, This retired rebel received me in a gay pavilion which he 
had pitched by the roadside on the way up to Suliman, not far frot the scene 
of his former misdemeanors. He was inclined to deplore the lawlesstiess of the 
Younger generation who had deserted the tradition of their forefathers, One 
Of his younger sons was also there. He was educated at Victoria College, spent 
five years in America, and is now interested in scientific farming, ‘This process 
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of rapid, almost violent, change from ageient to modern is, for good or evil, going 

on throughout Kurdistan. Naturally. it is resented by those who, like, Mulls 
Mustafa, can have no part in it. It is our duty I feel, while showing sympathy 
With the old, to attempt to guide and conciliate the new, Our recent statement 
of attitude should make this task-easier, if only because it will enable us, T hope, 
to enlist the co-operation of the Iraq Government in the achievement of this 
object, 

4, Qn my return to Sulaiman in the evening I was asked to witness a kind 
of floral dance which, was taking place in the public streets in my honour. This 
entertainment was made memorable by & human flatve-thrower—a wan who takes 
4 swig from a bottle of kerosene then strikes & match, and holding it at arm's 
Jeugth blows the vapourised -eroseue upon it. The resulting conflagration ix 
extremely spectacular but. apparently innocuous. 

7. 1 as unable to stay long in the Erbil Liwa, but was very delightfully 
entertained by the mustasarrif at Shavlawa, a mountain village of streams a0d 

roves Where the Iraq State Railways have constructed one of their summer resort 

otels. ‘The mutasarrif, Said Qazzaz, Bahai Kurd, is an energetic and capable 

With very sensible ideas on how to administer his province. He realises that 

like Mulla Mustafa must be dealt with sympathetically but firmly. 

lowed to assume an importance to, which they have no right. Said 

'ypical of the younger Goverament official, all too rare, alas, who has 

eon trained under British influence, and is honestly trying to realise British 
Standards of administration and integrity 

8. Finally, L spent a couple of days in Moml. It is something of a hock 

to breast the ramparts of Ninoveh and to.see before you a0 large a city ih so com 
piuratively remote and empky.a land. ‘The population of Mosul (130,000) naw 
‘exceeds that of ancient Nineveh by some 30,000, but. the Prophet Jonah’ verdi 
on its inhabitants, " which discern not their right hand from. their left" 
Just. Nevertholess, hore, too, the spirit of energy and. progress in evident. ‘The 
inutasarrif isan exMinister of the Interior, ‘The mayor in a younger. brother 
of Arshad el Uinari, now Minister for Forvign Affaire, who for %0 long held the 
nino office in Hagdad. Like Bagdad, Mogul is being intelligently town-planined, 
ow skroeta have been opetied, new gardens planted, wow. plank drawn Up for 
illumination and water supply. ‘The mayor was obviously pleased at having just 
succeeded in including within his municipal boandaries the whole area of ancient 
Ninovoh, hin object, being: to provent. squatters plating their hovels on. the sitee 
of the palaces of Axayrian. kings. He alo hopes in due course to remove the 
village of Nebj. Yunis sy. that the excavations which have been. the dream of 
‘orehwolgata far a contury can at Jat be undertaken 

9, FT concluded my tour by dining with the Shaumar Sheikhs at Shagat 
Unfortunately the dispute between Sheikh. Sfook and his brother Ahmed. still 
continues and seems no. r-aror a solution than ever. This i 
‘only for tho tribe itsolf but because 
ment and the 


the Interior ix in conseq) 
for the Western Desert, ax has been 


in this journey, short. and crowded as it was, was well worth 
the time and trouble which it involved, not only: for me but more particularly 
for many offcors of the Iraqi Government. ‘The impressions which I described 
in paragrapha/4to.7 of my despatch No, 288 of the 3nd Jne were strugly 


reinforwed., Thore.is no doubt. whatever that Great Britain continues to have 
considerable and honourable role to support, in this conntry, and equally that 
Jan only play our part 3 we epproach its people at friends, dapending on 
influence rather than-apon authority for the achievement of our legitimate and 
ten 
12, Tam sending copies of this de: to the Minister Resident in the 
Middle Fast, the General Command ng, and the Air Officer Commanding 
are. 
HUGH STONEHEWER-BIRD. 





( 7278/7274/93] No. 6 
Mr. Thompson to Mer. Bevin.—(Received 20th September.) 


(No. 377.) 
Sir, 


WITH reference to Viscount Halifax's circul 


Bagdad, 18th September, VS, 
far despatch of the Sih Jun 


1938, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a report on the leading 
peregalities of Iraq dnly amended and brought up to date Yor the year 145, 


2. Opportunity has been taken to 


representatives of the press and the younger politicians 


‘ miumber of ew names, chielly 


have, &, 
G. THOMPSON, 


Enclosure in No, @ 


Report on Leading Personalities of Iraq for 5, 
Te Royar Eqs 


the Sr ape at, 
‘ri’ Asia 
a 


se pales ot anion 
iid All wad hin omoriaew doeaped Hs hs 
Ben int somewhat delicate 


"proceeding ad return 
“Tranepadan. Tn 1946 ho again 
ver ak Alexandria. fv 1045 to a wt 


2 Abdul Tiloh, His Royal Highness the 
Amir 
Only se Ai i 
i 7 
To Bagdad ae» vi chan 
Victoria College Alene. 
ts peal En 
fn, Mover: 1800 tard jn Haga thi 
dain of Saban Fated Deg. aod aod 
dayphter of Avia Tahgah Pass of Care. 
fe vecaty ttoresied in Ars ease Pci 
sualaaine lege sable 
Become lege the dead Kg Ghat onthe 
ed Apt 005. "Aithough intr be ony enjys te 
ile Gt" Tighaion th concdered proper Sar 
Goan otter tony nn Hs Coyad Higa 
Taf Noveunbor TA he wor Jecared ter to the 
‘Tavon under We rorasn tf ah sinendionn She 
Gppae Law posed a Ortebe 
int io ie 240 
sag the Cabinet eri of Jassary 104, wt 
2’ ihe til of Rashad A's Cabinet, be 
vated ta ret the Prine Minidar' dsnande 
tat ore il 8 
Dwanisl escape the trea oie Me ade by 
the fut ares fiers Sela }-Din Setdugh, Resid 
‘Shahi Pohos Sal sod Mahanod Salant aah 
AL thewupo rected. and Taba. al Hashing 
receded bt. The Regent hr dorado he 
pat 
ing Wo night of the 18 Apri the fur ary 
eeeetice ety acl creed eae 
‘Sah thie trope aa et toto Palace to demand 
heap Ta ah ad he apa 
fectt of Haslid AU an Prin Miser. vat 
tran bwever, waned fn, eludod iben nd Sook 


Amerioen Legation, ‘tha 
the Sap 
Bgl the 


‘the Tog 
Of tn Majeh yom ans ope cena 
sets 4 Wan the a ee tn 
tia ts Apel fe 
sit A Saat “ve 
wa a eer Daring he ti 
eeeat rained in Faleatine ie stud 
da Fane ahi si of 
amal X81 git tod oc weleoned one, 
totvring of ea’ tain nn lve 
ice fn, haste hi ube dts etoualy 
sol bes dan hs bgt cota soe 
Secpwopin aban ndnettedyt Oeviea ts 
‘Sarstedt the. pat Vow pie and a, 
covwal seomea von. raced drm io 
Forme of decacn, Wot bs Inks Jk perstmahy 
Thin popent mle 
ie eas rode ih 
ils ete 
1000 by injec 


for the Geporal lection 
‘sind seman In ble desire fo rofortn the Adminiata 
{lon and. improve the. general "condition 


hen then of Maen th Kin 
i 0 alae 
be toppling. shown to a Std 
ty Britain's war et 
Bri ta atm ith 
the ewniry and (iui attention to the 
fing manaures which he sonstenty tended; In 
Si ie Aan rn sayy 
in September. be. agni, jerien a 
1 ie paid a ond be va to racajoran 
Masry 100, 


in the eprng of 1945 be wens much wiscouraged by 
Me Chars are to ite i ta Rin 
Thm Saud and others foetal i Cairo. ‘Thiele 0 
thr of absileation, a thopght which atl pro. 
‘ecipies hie sind 

Ha) May bet, fina to th 
Volted Stato, returaing via Canad 
in London be was tice rossived by the King, tial 
dhe Pre Miniter at roeenbere oft 

be: 













































































































































































ofr retursing to Traq in September. While in th 
United” States he diaplaved tersponaible exirave: 
fzance, spending over $200 on jewellery. He hax 
‘ho invested heavily, ab Uhe soot Of grove indebted: 
‘hea tn spsulative industrial eaterprees in Baga. 
Ae aeraly nwa belly 
‘docreased Tis pretige, ad tooy pie tee Yo wtrous 
olin! compbestiss 


8, Zaid, Hie Royal Highness the Amir. 

‘ori, Conainntmopte in 1900.” Youngest som of 
th Tato King Hisgan of the Meyer Halt beaher 
St King Al, King Poin nid the Arie Abuloh ot 
‘ransjokan). His mother yrs Tusk Eaueated ia 
Constantiopte.Foughh wit the Arab Nationalist 
forces daring the Great War. asd en th good 
option of the British oiers with tbe Sharan 
Shy. Made a O-1,2. fe hia trvios the wat 
indian 

aie tH. ran 192, an wo cot 
sional i the Tra eovairy. Asie’ Went fr 6 
‘hor time in 1884 drag King Penal eevee 

1m 1936 bo went to Ringland nnd toda gvicus 
ture at Oxford he etl thes ears” During tie 
{erode Vo ac ative part db soi life atthe 
nivraity ud wen he torphdafor Wain 
108 be fla his tater npr nl remained 
thor aull King Hossein’ doath in 18) ppotntad 
‘rant Molter‘ Argorn in daouary Tae 

100 "boone Ancient that 
tah conta slandeaine marsge With Ata Bog 
Amie. worn time Rt secretary atthe Frag Legation 
i "Angorw (and Tater at the Tanglin Lanea) 
‘The Higa Panty wore edgnant. nnd Zald we 
Aenafored 0" Calro"in January O84 se tho bat 


is sitar 


Iraqi Minister at King Pusd's Court He did not 
IWowever, proceed to this post Which Be ahamntely 
rufused fo seceph. At the end of G4 be wus busy 
fn Athans angaged in tigation concerning extensive 
Properties which he elaims to have inherited is 
Greece. Appoted Iraqi Minister at Bertin io 
September 1085. To ‘the apring cf 1087 was 
(ratpected that be had been using his position as 
Iraqi Minister to give falso cortiScates far arms 
destined for Spain. He was recalled to Iraq foe 
femsines, but apparently establibed hie innocence 
‘ind cotarned ta, Bern 

He is & pleasant, welbinannered man, and speaks 
excellant Poglish and Turkia 

i 1008 he mareed a Turki lady who had been 
divorced by her husband. This méadlience mattered 
little so long a8 he wa not living a Iraq, but wtaen 
tao ena withdraw feu Berlin i the epring of 18 
sand came to five in Bagdad it was cout 
Hits Woolly.” But tor hie wite be woold probably 
hhave teen’ made Hogent after the death of King 
Ghai in Apel 1000. Tn the summer of 1000 he 
‘went live fo Tatanbol. 

Game to Bagdad in October 1941 to meet ia 
Twother the Amie Abdullah 09 he occasion of his 
‘State viait to tho capital nnd bar remained, living 

ly la « aval house 

flo returned 0 Turkey in June 1040. Aceot. 
paid by Il wile, he exe to Bagdad in Novemhor 
{ao tek na Hogent while the Avmir Abs Tih 
wae in Bngland, and eraained until May 1944, when 
he wont bask to Turkey 

We returned to Treg in 1945 to act me Regent 
toring the Avr Abllah’s absenen in Atneriew ond 

inte 


Ormer Persowaueries. 


1, ABbiwek Mahmud Agha. 
isece ateareta dees 
eee 


Tesigned ‘with: Calunet iy Mare 18h 
Append Dire eneral “of Typo. in" Oster 


ecane Minko fog Baa i Cotnvoniee 
seman eleva it, bt rel wh Fa 
tat» Cabins ta Auguat ne 
Dito Outer it Tapa Decmbor 18 
opted air of arom the Pane 
areh tos "dno Hat Salaun Ce 
in"Fune 1097 at Maistr for Resor to Co 
‘unintionn, ad se apne ase ee Jontoe 
inthe Canad “armel by Sami Moda ip 
ago 0 ator Hin Hoye’ reagnation 
Communion in Ostbe Wa nt rege wih 
smite i Osta Wan eel 
‘iaie Caine Doser 1008 

‘Aninted ‘Pineal Prete Beeretary atthe 
Royal alse aly Te 

Appointed Minister ot Tehran in January 1043 
ewan bit wthoa paral Rata ey 
ta‘Tune 1965snd sppamied fixe Teg Minster 1 
eae Ala’ $od pometbe 


3 Abdul Amir al Vari, 


ghia ae aM 
beret ne ‘as DB, (8B). 
Seceeersoaiace 
Sordi aes eres 
ae 
Sitmae eens 


‘ype Minter of Conaunicatans und Wethe 
{Tau Poehaehi's Cabinet in June 1046 Wee 
Miniter of Suppiy in August 1964, returning at the 
fn of the, mouth te bie former Ministry. Speaks 
Kinglia well an be plows, intelligent aad eval 


A. Abdul Asival Mudhaffar, MBE. 

‘Suni of Tagled Horn 1897. ‘Speaks English, 
German ind Prooeh well Served as superintendent 
|" Depaty Miltary” Gavertor's Offce, aglod 
Roaafah, under tho Goxerament of Oeeupation 
ir fH lin 1 beamne Mui of Rana, 


Director of Cann Departanet 1087 
‘Appel Muto of Mewal, May 1081. With 
inven Reptember Tor inopetenoe aod td 
tar miapeaning a i feat wok 
amo tobe samen of Suntatig 
feted Gaus” at the pst when te courte 
sighed ue 1. fe Ube sone of 1085 wae 
Appointed ra svertaty to the. Lagi Legation at 
iad sis May 1004 wan teaadeeed to be 
i evra fn Bedok 
‘painted counselor to the Trai gation 
ie May 1006, noes 
Tm the aptog of 17 he wae acount og 


ie Ge mare oe aur 

‘thet bie fll etanestbe tn Desens et 
He eed te Ine 

sad meet theca 

‘that it bad 


3 


Me ato and made lavish use ol the Vi": sign ot 
1s business statimery ond press advertisements 
As dimeloe ol Teagi Mawutecturing. aod Trading 
Gorapeny wae interested io the exertion of © Wax 
atch factry in TONE 


3. Abdul Aziz al-Qassab. 
ano of Hopdad.- Kaiki of Kot und the 
‘Sagib’s Provistcoal Goverumont and did very well 
TeDetnier'Yoat be wos appisted Masta of 
Maas on pectin or six ath, td redo 
a fll tenant. Tn the 
fe Wet Mena of aa 
caste 
Sissy of Intrtr 
rl im June of the sane year. 
oC Miwa i Jonuary al A 
colnaed fii witb snack 
Airngth of character Minter Tl 
at Mito for Suen § 
Woot ot al thee mouth of 
ise bt ek 
redone pees 
Tapert, Grade 


abiney tore by Soa Mad Storch 18 
bat rnigned with al hs eileaguee twelve days Inter 

Spats tr pa the Feral hte 
fA ts” Apgeeal Compiler General of 
romans in Dever 107, in cineca to Tw 


8 Abdul Lah Hafdh. 
Then shout 1407 tm Maul Row of the Inte 
Muhamonad Als Yoda, who eae for sn tne 
Sen ated in Paria, where he qualied ne 
‘ dowtist.- Hr slop tolled pital ewanorny, Ie 
4 degree. in potted cloner. Henne 

Deputy for Mont In 1400 tal afterwards lost 
eat "He then act up dota etic iw Tepe 
gwin’cleoted Deputy tn 1UBR. “In 1B he” wom 
Apps Trays Come in Pare, Wut aid wet stay 
eng. “ao eptember” 8 be became 
“tienaral of Comnineree. tts aubeaqoett 
Poste were Coneul Gesira, Hearut, 1208.80; Comet 
100-40. "Director Grnerst at 
Tin July 1942 he beentne. Minister 
‘of Eenmosnicn vod. Minister foe Pisrmign Affaire tn 
ferwnaiity with wer 


1%. Adidul Latif Nuri 

erg mn Doel Shea lism 
Tah army 10 eet ng aa. 
Ti Tetra -sekent 3898 we 
tein edna ta 3th leas she emma 
fa tns"Sorir oe Sotho Dito. aah 
Ped ibe sr ol fees eure ond et 
Fated to tbe Nethest Daet a Sih Bramoted 


hms lender ok he ara 
‘eval pgainet Yasin-al Hash in Oetsber 18 
Miviatee of Dolesce i) the Governsieot 
Norte by Hikinat Sulsiroan. 
Weeientd_alter te murder ot Bakr. Sidqi in 
om relied. pas 
ft Iraq in Ue aaune yous for medical treatnent 
ol lived ‘White in bewpatal in Daspaseon be 
Placed dee arrest by dhe British siitary 
sutketities when Syria woe cccupled in June 104]. 
Tut wns allo to retsen fo Frag in September 1041, 
since when Ie has been living quietly fa Bagdad on 
ie pension. 


Augoat 100 and wan then placed 


8: Abdul Mahdi (Sniyid) 
ot Sha {Smtr about 16D, 
Jags to at uitostalteny od oven lrg 
fine tbo Hwat Alagtah. ‘Dputy fo Kerb 
{e'Tunen Purinnente atin rage Chater 
Seite tr Baluration oder Rashid Ala 
Murch-Detehee 10. Lathe wat 
ine lot of 04 


Ghd Dees 3897 
ie es apterous in 


Site por 
i'kpe Appein of Fecaaes {the 
Cana taney 

Stade Benator clover 1044 


stsout Prehoh pol 
Aeaty torsion, but fe @aneruly rogandes ax n wind 
‘hoon dae of eflective agit ry a 


9% Abdut Majid Alavi. 
toon THOR ok 6 Tange SG filly “ot Mp 
radiated fn In at aged and foe me Ave 
lap ayn lawyer, eee m Deputy 1908 
iam not retro TKD Te founder wer 
engl ar Avsocatho,. 19 02 we appoint 
Togal Advert the Minitey tor Yorlgn Aff 
Iritrae arnt at sor aa Miwa ta haa 
‘Traneored to Tehran 1088 nod to Fabri I Te 
chore be remained. for four years und, where he 
Cooperated. closely. with Tike Majesty's Coma 
Hicoume Dirertor nf Griomtal Ati tn the Minbs 
eM nd. Astin Director 
‘of Patient Alters 10 
‘when Dre Had Staal ¥ 
4, ews his anoely 
ie" Diretor ot the Peiteal “Department ot thy 
Minty. Ou the 244 Deentnber” TOL. he joined 
Ahe Cabinet wf Hama 9} Pachnohi ne Minister of 
Rocial Afni 
ties 
tah He 
Appears sm pole, whieh nparpising for @ hin 


10. Abdul Qadir-al-Gilani, 

sda Gala Cte si 
i ace eee ea 
atin tn tensa While ove be sd at 
sone iat ea asa 
Pe ialei ean 
srs eeereateer ction 
aie ee 
Serna ae 
See channel ta 
Seite sme oes 
aie oa 
Sgt eo ta 
ceepeueas 
Ce ee 
Betterment tt 
Saeceee emase 















































































































































thar Tehodenia. Was se ek t Teg with the 
ether Ia tcrve for il in Ape OU ied 
is Aguas 1044 be wou found guy of haying, in 
May D1) tsulted the Queen Mtr oa the tele 
phone. Aithougs be wns sentenced to three month 


‘Maw boon described a arrogant ated tefl, 


11, Abdul Qudir-at-Rashid. 

Sama of Bagad, related to the Oilani fui, 
Baru (404 Spon» English wall. 

‘Appodnted secretary tthe Council of Ministers in 
1930 Tn aueceesio to Honweln Afaan.” Remeieed in 
‘hat jest the dition of ich be dincnrged with 
noteworthy tat und etileney walt Nevers 
When he on appcinted Miniter foe F 
in Nil Shahat's Cabinet 
Instant Oe Wi 


12, Abdul Razeng Hussei 
Ther In Bplad Tht" Stan Moni of & poce 


fant “Ylate "Sopot and ese is 

ulin tring ik ata ‘ fBcor 

im Machina. Gn Cargo Tu sry tn 190 

‘Took wn rt im Arab nevule Jand Ta amy On 
th th Ptr To 

vets preva Gn tho. 17h May, 1048, be 

ong with seven ther In aftor, nk wnt 

‘hala 'Watarn Dear oth 

Invitation ofthe Contmandrinehiog Middle East 

wns Dives Chnerat of Danes 

‘emer 1044 ba oa rane Arie 

Tank be. now hills an Ofer Com 

Division of th rorgusaed ray army 


13. Abdut Razzag at Usri. 
ftomn shook 180 Shah AB 
Deputy iMit-82."Pubio Promeeutor in Tod Sul 
satay bald pont of Muteonant of Rerbela and 
ila Arptsied Miniter ot Sta Arby 
North Rover 19" reciv and ching 
in porsanality te boon m Minato sly berms 
tier eigibte Shih wuld be found 
urtllo when Nuvi Pasha rloroed hia 
Peoernber 1048, Appointed. Mtessart 
in Aviat TOU we result of Saleh Jab 
intrigues. Motesart of Bagdad’ Mure 1048, 


14, Abdul Wahid, Shaikh. 
ice See Cee kin as 
pep ciel ten 
sie ares caer rte 
ees 
Seas 
a ae 
saat aoe pea 
ey ayy 
rome Lee 
Sheed wo ed 
van = 
— with his follabees. it 
Sia pieeaeeiecalataea agar 
Fe arpa se 
Drege kyon Sipe] 


ep ah 
asratcas eeuntaraae 
Spee 
os 
Scaaoceiaray 
oases 


‘Auguit 1087 he was released trom prison. but kept 


ner warvelance. fit in Sulsimani xed ter fa 
"He wan permitted to return to his home i Joly 
498 and Gleted Deputy for Diweniya ia June 


nevertheless to Leep toneh 
Sarporters song won Haman Shai he Bea 

anim. was, prosinent 

‘Traneterred to the interament camp at Arearn it 
the summer of 1042." He wae release] ix 1944 nod 
lived ia sénulence forede ia Moxol tll Apeil 1943, 
when be wae allowed to reside in Samarre. The 
compulsory sconiomy of his exile Ieares him. the 
‘obeat tribal leader in the Euphrates, His inifomnes 
{s sil probably greater than that of any other chet 
‘of the Patlah tebe 


15. Abdullah-al-Damlu 
Fonserly called Abdulla 


“Seid. EAleod, Bagw 
1608." A. naive of Mem 


Cnsinatinople cals ito Soto, Ugh 
ins mat dot, gh 
baiteved that ha didnot graduate Senn te have 
teen srvig inthe Ford when fer Sad 
Scand Hae i 01K nnd to have tralered ha 
Aegan to Tom Sout. "Soon oe to's poston of 
Ine Sos Cor ad eat gad 


en AMtaira in 10D. xnd 
‘iquod the Ugair Protocol,” Went with the Avie 
Poienl-al-Saud to Landon to TOOK and took part i 
the neiththons tending 40 ba conclusion ot the 
‘Treaty of Jedda lo WT. After thie hie Innes 
‘Fed eine tte tues of Pod Haman ned 
Th August 1998 ho ropresated the Court of Ne 
‘naif a a tee nthe Medinn 
Ratway Caferene Hats The cnteroon want 
irs, and when it waded, iostead of revorning te 
the Tlojan, ‘Abdollab Doth eam. to Baplad, 
to Tim Saud Arsived 


Heaeton ab he bond othe fri Miouatey for Ferg 
Nisin scomed Ikely to enbarree i 
‘elation but when Non Pasha vated. 

{oat thm Saud 


Twins ie pout a the end of December, but 
feigned a fw month tl 
"Por nearly 


Tesigned ia June 1042 





16, Abdullah Qassad, 

Suni of Bagdad. Born 1900, the som of an Alin 
Shaikh, Abbas Aminal-Fatwn  Neplew of Abdul 
Aris Quonab, ge. Edncated in Bopiad, graduated 
from the Law Cllege in 1028 und eatered the Civil 
Service Becuine Kalmakaes of Saovarrs in 1996 and 
ter became ‘Director of Tribal Aflsiry ia the 
Ministry of the Taterioe 

Appolnted Mutessarst of Kerbala in October 1941 
find was transferred to Diwaniyah month later 
Did well ern Mutessarf od joiond Nuri Said's 
Cabinet ax Minister of Toterior in Ocioher B48 
‘Quiet and efficent with no marked political feanings. 
Mesigned with the whnie Caluore in Dreember 1943 
fad was dropped trem Nun's tmtoediatey flewing 
Gabioet Appointed Mutessarf of Mowtl in March 
104 


A lrung ond rapable advinisteator. Te initiated 

Se wacked fae tho eaten (Das ox x, 
fume 14K, Hated, May 1043) V0 wet 

Reeidat dispoten, but be wot tor date secured 9 
wttemeat 


V7, Ahmad, Shaikh of Barsin 
‘A chiaaln'of the Kurds Darean tribe Hea 
wat Barna Mth fa of the Chins. Shi 
Hectic prertlndoeane wpe the: Baro and 
Marat Bale areas to the nerwret of Towande 
roy eats wer esttaod with bn 181, 
oe ndeistesn contol woe ariel in Me 
{nal ren" n 100 be wan npc in marr 
Sto Til ae“ and Fart Agha of Bern 
Kap, wore declared outitrs witha pase on he 
oe Saran wn dt ope ot 
fom was na oceupoed 1 1082 be welooned 
‘Farkiah agente it Tarsh ond Mast Bala, ad 
etter Teed hie nae oan tee 
fie, andoah, "Cae Bara at 
dsroyed ty the Royal hit Pore wo-oerslng 
Sth Assyrian trglars Tn 123 th Turk having 
Teen Utena Howandse, Sheth Abed turned 
{eter fetraing clone and eto Salo Agr 80 
ake pours hh thr ng rn! elton He 
‘atlas war vane, and. wom peri to 
thn in woes eal ages 
‘a enrmtalon In te 


Pra ed art fire hie silages. Goverment inter- 
Yeation borame peceanary to restore inder. Iraqi 
‘roope were concentrated early in 108, nnd after 
im sharp Sighting. fllowesl by intensive air acto 
iby the Hogal Air Foren, Sib Ahwvad we defeated 
itt driven acroat the Turkish toner in June. He 
‘and bla eo brthers, Mubarwovad Sui and Mulla 
Mostafa, were iuterned for a ine in Tonks; Wut 


the Traqh Coveraiment on condition thot is fe 
should be "For «litte over « year be lived: 
“and booouralin detention ts Mow, 


into conflict before wilh Sheikh Tashi of Llan 
ied him to erange Yor the quidation af various 
Mullahs in 10143, There ie eidence tat be ie 
tiataly ‘unbalanced and is""darish aflenge ie 
sorttrogy tint: Mulla: Montatn dare not decetly 
Sppone Hm sad resort to fallery nod eunuing to 
eit tn way. Throughoot 1045 ho wee opposed to 
fie modem cue paced by Sula Stal and 
fapressod his dlaspproval by announcing his inten: 
Tor mairing take the background: but i feud 
withthe Tea trban ee seve ded and in 
TMs ho came Jrward agin. nd onder hi iba Wo 
avecthvow. the Wal Covernment Disorder has 
red tne Berean with Sila Masta are 
omitted to, wholesale rasatance to the Gover: 
{nents ttention to cosh thet, for tht for ine 


J 35 yoare 


18. Ahmad Mukhtar Baban 
ern soot. 1908 Sunol of te aban taily 
seh ts Kea io ogin Hn, hia, knows no 
er al bw tl ins Kor 
ienyer hy profesion he weved ae & jugs for any 
yen Be cet 0 eel warts 
"ot Dace {ienea'ot Buyplis avd ia Gotor 
{ote td Nin a Cie oe Mit 
al Aire A fortnight lator. ue Sr 
te Comerusleations and Wasa, sae road 
tint the Cabin 
en be ; if 
He heyt Ye sae Miisey in Ha 
Cabinet of Somme A044 Hae held 
‘Monee aad Porelgn Afr in 
ive Mialator N's bei 
Sek of pola inte 


10, Ahmad al Ravel. 
isn sul 1H Syl Wf apa. Ss of one 
at ter leading Banat Alm, eetye spo er 

saa after be foal i the Ig thw 
Sa star reach ther snonanant ere 
{Storer ie emai era ad 
13 eas'made ndtv tpecor ano Jk 
ie 1a oly ae 


painted tthe MG 


Palla, 
‘couperttedravtgetinlly with be Titi 
Meany pea oF 


1 hi posto be 

‘cial i 
mdse and 
Sicsgave hi pers al fal support tal Nan 


ie fran 
‘nibh Ae Abdalla of Prana ee 


4 Puahe Appointed Minister tor Syrta-nnd the 
Tshanon in Sune 1001 The i mumher 
Uiavell partion to. Akon, Paka rected the 
“atofe in which be bl” A pod 

ih no of nc, ate 
Tia abou ot watts feel toaster 
sth suc rene ay have fond hin mor 
iihis new apeiatnveat. 


‘Breanne pro-treaty. . 
featfon of the extenaivn of the treaty potiod. 
Stun ‘Aupad under Abdul Mubein Beg in 
tot 
to the Chatubor we 
{Yor nod retained thin tent in tho elections of 1904 
Dp 
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ont hia eat Ang 08 
ies now na agrigg em and 
play'n prominent pur in pitice 
Made a Seomtor is May ISAT Resigned Ostobee 
~ ‘Reappointed ty Senate Janvary TA 
Hin daughter Sabiha (4 teuaher om the Woanen'e 
‘Training College) twcsine the: ise Wome. student 
fa the Bagdad Law Calloge ia 187 


unlikely again to 


the “rece 
‘The ‘Tenal Governiuent have 
we enonourvd to replace him hy others 
ous eympathetic to Kunlish sapirilons, bit those 
chowan Inve ont heen acamtal "Alvi Hg has 
‘Now (IUGR) eee ‘miuennanit. witht interraptn 
‘ince 1000. He ie Gonneated by taarrage with the 
ruling. families of ‘he Pithdor ‘talbe, and “owns 
property in the Surdash wahivels A pleasant vod 
rmentabe san wha tase een lar ith 
Kita vivil nd wltary flere, 
‘Franatorrad as utowonril to Arb fw Ap 18, 
Mude ‘ah sdwinistroive Inspastor April 1000. 
Place on pension in ping uf 1040. 


2, Abad Zak Kaiya 
ish Baghdodl. orn 190 doco 3 
Law School Has eld the fillowing tes Soe 
lary of the Misneyof Edenton eel nse ot 
Stdhanimerah nica eluates Eee 
‘Muteoan¢ wt Kok and Mish, wn Tar 
nett Oc, Aponiad irc oneal ot 
a Toler July Har Was" tr 
inoue ane ia eh 
i gaat en Trig mnt 
ana rth pat i ue TON wa necount 
afte ar wc be bd give oa As 
“pointed intr Oana of Pree ant Pig 
sande in August IDEA In whiahpoelion he hes 
Seer eth han ot heh wack 
‘rato, wih lille contol ove the pos vd he 
‘hla fia ‘notvly We peryotal Wetagy ne 
it ail cy eerily 


23, Akram Briahtag. 

bar Haga 1 Sin ua Ut 
Talib Mag (gi) Gated erin wy TS, 
Foard aryl tay aod ape ee 
Tia if in 150 Pree aay 
Bah csp enya ter 
in "appa Commander tet ee 


‘active part in the wnti-nandete ashatio, and was 
Saaly, ‘dismissed (oo the adviee atthe High 
(Corntniasionee for defrauding the Treansry by under 
‘stinting revenve demands on supporters of hie 
[olitical ews. January 122 be was appointed 
Mutessarif of Kathala in the hope that be might be 
able to reccneile the mujtahida, te was wosuoceeatul, 
‘nd in May was trunaieered to Muntabig. where he 
dled very well. Minister of Intesor ta the Aska 
Cabinet, November 10281 

tthe treaty. 

Inter of Baars 


WR elected eM ‘Appesoted 
rinclpal private pecrotary tote King. Mar 183, 
Fiseame five Minister ae log Slntar f es 
Interior in Atygyat 184.” Wa foros to resign fn 
Volo of the agitation ‘worked 
‘up aguiat isn thraphout the count 
Mabie nl aah Alval Cian 
Prowilent “af the ‘Chav in 
appetite rag Minister in London in August 3, 
nateer to Tarts a Downer He 
Me ara Yo Bags on len i Oetobat S87 an 
cid ots rote to in poat at Pat 
‘Appointed Minter for Voroign Afters In Norah 
Apel 1080. Waigued with whale 
Too, 


1 Apel 1941 he 

et and wai 
‘eur to 

tir the collapse‘of Road Ais rebelled et 

Dpsibted Minor for Yoregn Aisle in the Ca 

fered by Jatt Maal jn ne 104, 

Tesignel wih tho whole Catint br Oder 104 

Hae n ton. Niza, wh whe ena 

College Candee 

‘Appointed Ioat Miniter at Weshington in Star 

otfteinted Iran Mitr at Washington in March 

Ha inlereted Wintel In covets 


‘the United Sinten to take batter bi 
side of the Palestine queelion 


25, Ali Mah: Shaikh d 
Sete 


rae acnleed on 
Ho was brought hore the courts njuit 
10 foe asians vulant agitation wpainat, the 


Anglos) "Tron -Allante gue ind 
Sear nad entenoel to ort ref impel, 
ineat He hae twice heen wasted tothe Cheer 


tment for about a year be was transfered to 
{be Director-General of Custom and 
Enea. Ase muiesnait be allowed bis political 
{Yo coloar too deeply hin adsainiteative 
Scuvitien 

ted Minister of Justice in the unconstitur 
ional Cabiet foruned by Rashid Ali in April 1941 
Pled to Persia with the rest of the Cabinet after the 
‘allspen of Rashid Al's rebellion in May) 104, 
cover to the Brith military authorities by 
‘the Pendan Government after the entry of Betish 
forees ioto Persia in Septewler 1941, Imprisoned 
‘Ahwar und thenoe sent to Soutbers Rhodesia for 
Iterament. Seat beck to Iraq nod handed over $o 
‘he Tragt court for teal ig March 1942 and wa 
feateneed to teven years” Inyrisonmvent in the 

following May. 


‘ dacphter of Yastalltacbin In 162. Ayyetted 
wioe-tleneral of Kevenses_ ho 1083: bul emt 
er a thor when, ake Sak 

av Goverament i 
Tn dpounry’ 1000, bees roaprousted Director: 


Roahid Ale coup d'Riat. In Alay OAL be wae 
ted director of the newly-created, Teta 
Bk, and in Octaber bv became Miata of Pate 
tn the Cabinet forspe by ural Soh 
Tenignel in October 1042 largo 
laity to get on with Saleh Sede, 
Ah Totoro 
Made Minister of Fiownce in. Nur Pasba’s ninth 
Cabinet ia December 1068. Head Treg dalegation 
{to Middle Hast Piosncial Conference im Apr) 1044, 
signed with the whole of Nuri Pocha's Cabloet in 
Jone Tod 


27. Al Shukur, 

Prealdent of the Teltway Talwur Union, (ow 
Aepal) An sx:ragine driver of radical outlook who 
‘as dinmisnd fromm the Irv State Rallwayy at the 
‘ead of 1944, Thocame President of Ube Union. in 
Novevoher 164 and was soley In prométing. Ure 
Meallway Tatour sirho, whies ated fromthe. 15th 
Ape to the Tot May, 1043, and wea the 

ovement whic haa bees seen in Tea 
‘the formation of the Trade Uolons. He appeared 
Willing to slap the strike afer n fow day aod Vo 
nein terme with the Misiater of Social Aas, 
Uyak the tajorty was in Favour of continuing. Was 
sreested during the strike when the Union wae 


formation, He was promoted Ansatant Chet ot the 
Genet Stal iy 1408 snd‘ GenerlOficer Gorn 
Sundin the Norther Aes tn 1007 tn August 1087 
in refed to arry out dhe orders given to hima by 
the Goreme ret ef let 
ah ing ia Dake Sid's mundo. 

Sad Mas rocceetl dfinon trong bout tho fall 
SF Hikmat Sulnmaa’s Calin. "Soon atte, whet 
Sit Mada are iat offen, Arial: Uae wa 
itutaioed to command ofthe Buedad Distt 

‘Wont to Barope on leas in the water of 1098 
to undergo adel treatment AS soldier be 
fut of date and ol ‘ef Wo teria 
cial teas 
jineed ‘on oosion in February 1MD because of the 
Intcener Sich be epdeeoured to cere 
politcal mature outa hi proper spore. 

ited OG. in Jane AOAL 

Tel on posi in Roverbor 1081 bocuuve it 
sccm that ke was endenvouring to oreanine «nt 
Thtary liq totter im pics 


29. Amin Zaki Sulaiman. 
Hc Agnes (Sunni) of Turkonaa oegin, Bora 1857 
An apn Teoatved Wie mltary training i Total 
‘appointed eed iatene nthe Turkiah ary 
in = 
“He joined the Traqariny bv 1021 ww captain, and 
ras promoted tafe in 1920 nnd Ueotenent-cclonel 
Tr'tdin, who Ive wae placed in commnd of the 
th Teagi Tatantry Battalion 
Se he prc tse a 14 vod opp 
{the somutand ofthe Norther Division with beads 
ftnroy a Mow and me 
ppc quarter voaator-genera 
iene given the semmand. of the. Kuphrates 
Promoted brigadier in Jue 


ews mnuch oppo tothe Boke Sid ie 
a Mao anal ust arte Don 
sul Aust 80, wh be wee appointed OG, 
{be dot Diisn, Kirk, wih potas ba ai 
ing seen, he wos sped eting OOS, 
are 040" Promoted sup geera a une 164 
Tn 104) hy sau Sb yrs old wad Woe the wor 
hee erring tt nay amy. A ane upper 
SE'Fulncl achi. he wee coined. cnpable 
nerd w tet dicipnrian, tut woe geerally 
‘smyth bth ofcore tad 

iron salaho-Din aig be 

and 


eratneot in AhWas, he wan sent 

“Sent bck to Trag for roti) 

ia Murch 1042, wad ir May’ wus sentenced by 
military court to five year” foyprenient 


. Arshad-al-Umari. 
BO iceeinown Uae fan of Mon Baro 





of Depution, He was one of the members of the ae ee ta agua the ark 
Ti it, en stent te se ascent Vmari Mesioptl suger ia Seotstiopln” Bua tor 
ie iced (hag om ee B during tbe war. Spooks French and understands 
See Soe ctr 
Xe vital, the Prime ‘and supporter of Abdul Mobain Hog. Appointed by 
ee 
eis ema Bead 
Becta Sivember 180 sad dary Ki toear 
ia i 
Se ges See ie 
Seat cee ee Se 
: a peepee 
E “Minister for Economies and Commumications, Re. 

ae 














2. Ali Jaudat, 
Suni, ‘of hum 
Officer in the "Park, 





Cabinet io June 1687." Resigned Avgset HAT aod 


le wasn tnerber ‘returned to Use Bar. 


After the war he van Aitary 


“wih te Cabinet bs Fabry 1089 9nd 
‘una wishost pont wail My” 1606, whet 
Sar apjinted Direcor General of Monisipaltion 
Ta November 1990 tho sgnin teesino Mayor of 

D2 


oat wa en the penta Mena 
hich be Bel il September HL "He ak sey 









































































































































36 


‘ign, 1 which capacity hin wel! hoon and 
liked by: host of the fore community. eas 
Deed himself goed end to Great Britain, 

"ollowing the cllape of Hash Als rebellion 
May 194), when Maahid Alt and hia Cabinet fel tr 
Persin, Arid Tg forued  Commitien of Internal 
Security to eooriede am armistice wt the Death 
forces att to maintain one Gol the return of the 
Regent 

in November 106 ho wan reappointed Lard Maver 
‘at Hogdad Han done touch to embellish Baglod 
by opening up sew roma and lagi oot. public 


‘As president of tbe Trai Red 
has shown israel very wll 


ty 
‘signed the Protocol nud returned a ry 
WDE Aw leader of the Trai delog 
Ihe Tole to_suatitute 

indepen for 

{in ind) ata ef 

to traq in J 

oll rece 


1. Avim-al-Nagib, Saiyia 

ia ne ae Hana 
youneet beer at Get Sunes eta ed 
Tino Apuiod ade on te dah 
Maho uy 6” Aan of ihe Sate 


iva. Teturoed to Bagdad 
‘and was appointed Dirgetarenoral at the Mivistey 
{for Vorsign Aftsry in October 1943. Was appointed 
Iraq Minter at Angers Agua 1044 Hlospenks 


i Peel aitet a Pa 
reel chit o Wb Phe (Kura) tbe of 
gael in (onthe ‘ano fab ier, 
‘iimani Hin le tren bone nod end 
‘in hia dealings with the Government, whethee Beta 
tetra An and nat ruta me eh ban 
‘ett wed moped by al who ve ha doe 
“ttm tal ri nt a 3 
i ta for eta inne Abbas Matunad 
Agha eho hos leap onde to be apa the 
edt 


Government.“ Both, however, visita! 
October 1d. and 'pwotested Abele loyally and 
Government 


‘obedionce to the Traai Gaveerament 
Ho ‘behaved. well after she. Tengh 
qatiahed cel adoinitraton in the Puleer 
‘On the outbreak of hotties betmeen Rashid Al's 
‘bel Government and the British toroee ia May 
1041, Batwkr Agha, together with Sheik Malyed 
and many of the Stlrimani tal chit planned 0 
revolt aguinet the Government. Rashid All's rig 


ap however, overt beets thee place cul 

Hie visited the ainbaseadar in Decetnber 1041 sad 
pledged hstoself to ect always under Britt 
fidence 


34, Dand-al-Haidari. 

Siani of Bagdad ‘Bors about 188) 
Urphien EModt, ex Sheikha) Islam. "The fam 
‘oxi frou Arti, where Terabien Fale bas «a 
(poverty. Dad Punk war a Top 

fe-eamp to. the ‘Saltan Abul "Thatld. ‘Speake 
‘Turlish belle than Arabic.” He was in Comtan- 
finople during the war, and returned to Bagdad 
Yat Appointed. i October 122. Arain-al Umans 
(Chariberlan} ia the King's polace.” Moraber tor 
Artal i the Conatltvent Avion, Atarol 1986. nad 
View Proshlont. Voted for Un tvaly 302, Hiaeby 
at Shab and opal treety of 193 Minister for 
‘Juatice under taut Surmuid. Apail-Nowwner 129 
Diaibed und disteuatod tn Aa 


= sine Fou Stra Coban 
snl i Avett 100 ca ler ot 
the irish OM Developement Compomy in Bagad, 
Abd han done quit 'wel oot of tle work Was at 
‘lected to the Chamber ia the lection of 1 
“ArpointedTraqt Miniter st Tern fn Tne TOA 
Apne Minister of ation o Pebrunry Ya, bt 
fear sinned out at the ‘Cabinet ty ume. 1088 
cove of his intrgen agains the rite Miniter 
Te was innedatly sppeunted Miniter Grade 
{inthe Foray Serve tw dspomibite Peat to 
Lansoa os Miniter in Octor 10M Ile took wn 
feive prt i founding Uhe Anglos Treg Suet: in 
Kinglant where he esperienced the war at fret hand, 
‘her Tragl Tagnton belag darnaged Vy lant He 
two ‘daughters ate tinancpsted ond 
stvevadtl ca in London, are wow in Hapa” Of 
‘ery doubitul Manel reputation 


Prominent 
Unualy ronnreted. wih all 
ns wh ntrigten." ect to the 

ila fn Roguat 165, 
reservtce In August 1096 
Ttengned In Desert 


eaireminh. Laser 
Nafionatet 


wpportr of Rashid Ain 1044, ba hd 
{0 Poraia at the cod of May’ afer the collapse of 
Rashid Al's robelion.” Hle was hated over to the 
British miltary authorities br the Persian Govern: 
‘ent after the eile of British forees Tato Perse io 


36. Fadhit Jamali Dr. 

Bom Kadhimain 1002 Shiah. Educated at the 
Arerican University of Beirut 1021-27" Columbia 
University, New York. 1027-2. Wrote a theait oo 
‘education nmong the tribes for his doctorate Ow 
Ti return to Teng he was appoiated to the Ministry 
‘of Fdvention. Ta 1088 he wan made Director-General 
‘of Instroction, "He has « natural predilection fr 
‘Amerioan wiethods and in n divciple ul Br Dewy, 

Tcl He wan aid hy Bn Cot 
to vit the United Kingdors to ttody British educa 
onal tortheda He woe weil elertained and shows 
the bet eslleges and sehools of all Roda, As = 
‘result he beeame far more favourably dlisened 
owants British education 


epcitineat al» clash sion and tne stab 
Serot of » bowcding whoa on yllic choo. Hes 
trode Delish coated” He was Sally smalered 
ee Ee ei] 
femlles Mts lea Caption, Wesbtngion. 
Saasary atk bot st the otf May be woe tl 
Beeied opine to swtcte snout reora.io.8 


eee 
Ee 
5 


ates. Legation 
‘Geneeal for Foreign Afar 

Aalegotion to Use Ban Pruncisey Conferce iu Apa 
HAS Returned vo Urag Avagont 1045,” il dies 
Of reiuming to Edveaiion Ia outwardly nealtnls 
Peo British nowadays, and professionally always 
hliging wad belptsl 


87. Hamdi Pachachi. 


ith te Cuietin Noreraer 1038 Ate ti be 
etwained onande politi Yor saany. years 
‘elurmed to pobile Mo ae Minister for Soa Mary 
‘in Talos of Hashil's Cabinet ia February 1041, He 
{unk part in. Rashid Ali's sdventuees in May 2041 
‘nod in Novewber 1041 wae elected Provident of Use 
Gane.” He wan renleten to, this potion in 
Noveuber 1942. and spain in Octeber 30K, Ceased 
fo be President al Ihe Chainber wea. Ie Deoatn 


‘ok reappointed w Minlator in Ny 
“om ton 28th Deveraber, 1040 


cekinn 
ot 
[ee 

oe peta pe 
Fess a geil depen (anh We 

eae 
ee: 

aS 


38, Hanna Khaiyat, att 
Bsrian Cathabe of Mowat, Barn ledical 
at Teirat and Pasie, moeh medial and 


ithe Sinn fr Fos Afhirg 


Dieser Genel 
Oetaber 1a pci oer of 
lin 168, ‘demir of the 

Genera Howptl and dean of the Moya Metical 
ange tm September 3808 Appdnted.napector 
Foon mt Heal ‘September 1667. Inspector- 


(30918) 


Placed on persion at the end of 1940. Reappointed 
Dirsctor-Geeral ofthe Ministry of Socal Alfars aad. 
Director-General of Health in oly 1040 

‘Appointed DireotorGoneea! of Posts and Tele- 
rapt in Janonry 1960. : 

Headed Iraq detngation to Arab Medical Con 
194l Elested « Deputy, October THA, Heat 
Invalid in Api 1048 


ikmat Selaiman 
Be ‘Director of Edveation in 

is hataa over 
see ? onstantinople ae tho 
Meare cup” Revue tn Sater 18 
We ant eaeaiate ete Myo raion 


ctor 1h and fo 
Mo. played aa active 

som 4-All Juuat'e Cab 
Ath of 285, ut refused oe 


aa 
eyo ot mop 
ey inden via cia ware in 
igus ch rested 
in eto 1886 fe Fel with ak Sg In he 
pisoheh wetted in the socom lio rev 
Peet Yossie Goremmran scl sie 
SES scenmlon he tenine Fave tare 
ansinel ute ut Regent Ny when ng he 
True Bole Sg Ane Cot rg 
reenter he re. Gasp, Hs 
Mecises "see ene, Yo herpes it 
‘iat ant ellie neti, eupe wi the 
‘etic naan sured by ihe os the 
{cee yovete hon ashing Shon of 
Ponts 
et taneslan of wide Ler iow. 
hog he tm ie rt 
falas tn Nt lar ta egy Nall 
Mang to poner When, Rebate. ted 
ovement Become 79h sak momen of 
ita net alae sale ere srobnged 
san Ha no Sade sn inns 
Ia feats he's etd cata es 
300d porwr for ann td ened 
tat hee at a tne sce a 
fre yor: igecontmen In te sone 0 10 
Sr zrtraaet es culcaal wins in ralatrned 


aap 104 woe relenend y Moabid A apd 
Aula go to Darla wor he ronnie hugh 
inthe My ptellon: "He afterward ror 
Tinpdad aod gravity gs to fal rn eal 
Nin 


te ie now 9, flourshing tarmer anil apparently 
rine vo give Wp Politics altogether, 


40, Husain Fausi-bin-Hasean, 


ss "alee te ary 
Sepa ty or 
jane the lag are in 

Pea infor WE” He haw pad, the Seno 
‘Ofer Couey at Belgnta Todi nd haw tie 
fen ntochel tons in England fe rani. 
Prmctad Leutenast-odonel i 120 nnd bebe ty 
1500, fn 1004 ho wae appointed. Commandant ot 
the Bia! School, Bagdad, nad Sn ebroary 1085 be 
ttax piven the comeand’f the: Noribers Dit 
Ta" Aopuct Wes": oe 'e Drigalir, at 
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November 10996 he wae made G.0.C 
Division. pleasant mat vith good manners. He 
speak good Loglish. He bad nothing todo withthe 
‘military revolt of October 1000. After the tourer 
of Bake Sid in Asgust 1007 he tne 

Uf the’ General Staff.” Relieved of his eppratoseat 
fand placed "on poasion in’ February” 1040" tor 
Iaterferonee in polities 


41, Ibrahim Akif-al-Aloust 
Suan Drm Hapded 0k. Even Balad 
tod Turk. "Grsbuted. tan “Medal Clone 
Tibial 191, snd came to ony, whene be aces 
several pines der tba Tanks "lee esg Hea 
Kervige and served ne Direc of Heal sas nod 

Bop oan ie 
ts Dire oneal of Tre Healt a Mt 
1000 "and ateratdy Teapaton Gece et Ha 
Sevice i Miaty a Sal “Aa, Ho 
sesrlary pera of te Ing ed Coomnas Boe 
sated. Miter’ "Edsaion “in ‘Had 

oellchy Cubitt Toe tne 


42, Torakim Kamat 

ana 1800. "Captain inthe Shersefian 
army. Avery good flor In the Gall, where 
‘ontuasied « battalion. Wounded. ‘is 
Of Maan.” Loyal ofoer ti O10, 

Pelaale vipa, ¢ 

O10 abn 

Was satorwarda ‘tok known to 
priate in he ik ot Tall tar 


== 
see 

ui Tearsins 

a 
pea ls er 
ebetreseh caer cine 
fe ee Cet 
Kes cnn erence 
ees 
oo epee 
sa oe ape ina 
Sone aes 
feel eee das eo 

se 

reverted fo the Customs Depariqent us, Deets 
Soa hi tior neh Se 
Ser ails races 


y 
with whale Cabot In Decomber 1008 
after the tary coup made nia the hy Nae 


fled, Minister of Finanon a 
sinlter of Hint forme by 


foe Murs Born 150: son 
ca oe the Tarinh army.” Edocated Miia 
alege ned gaetted an ocr tthe Ottrnan 
ila TOES Ae Pal i 
‘Setmanded the Haat Gaal After ses 
A ero the Trg my 103 he oad 
{tous conrwn, locating ‘ane’ of tx monte at 
Docs Commandant 


ay OUR ie growl 
ocsidee to bo proBritch He ia w man et end 
fee. Hs haa na unl 10, ined poten, sad 
Aiaapproved of Deke Sdq'aevep “Tat Hie 
‘eaalty hat been the abject of weattnet.Bathe te 
{let ond terperte pens good aga 


to xaje 
Wis eoorgtie: i Feonnking 

{tareinent expelally the anikn atin 

Minister '€ Comevareefroen Apel 12231 the 

ot Jun when be rested a 

‘ppotion tothe erna ot the 

‘healed ae Hib 

‘tick ‘be beens 

atcequently 

Shere hr rine tt 


Hoturned to po 
in's Bagdad 
Hisb-al Watand 
‘Telegraphad 


the later 


Baplad in Nevecier 
‘uring the summer ef 1008 be beatae nature 


critic of Yasin-al Hash 


ction Company in Bagded 


45. Jafar Hamandi. 

‘orn 1904. At he time of the outbreak of war Sn 
IOV he was a schoolteacher in Bagdad. After the 
‘wate gradoated st the Bagdad Law School and wax 
Prints to's Tusk eeehin in Kadina. 

the was given an appointment in the Ministry 
of Sutin fq 1000 be was tranafarred to, the 

‘ot the Interior and becaine Kalrunes 

Naja. then after werving lo woveral othr districts he 
wae toade Mfutomatif of Rut in 1060 and was lator 
Aatafered to Une sxine post in Hilla, THe wae 

ied Mininter for “Bdveation ja THiktont 
Blaiman’s Cabioe in” June 1907. Resigned 
upcat 107, wad in September ho wax appoint 
Dirvetor-tieneral of tribal affairs in Whe Miniatry of 
the Tater 

‘Appeinted Moa 


Im September 1, 
Appointed Minister of Sonal AMsirs in the Cabinet 
iy adn Mudtal June 1O41 alter tho 
hd AW'e robilon, Besigued. with 
tn Octher 1044 = 
‘Apteunied Mutiwsant nf Tiagdad in Tews 
oat 


swe 
ra 
‘the Milas wa. Sule Jude ax Minister of Finance 


48, Jalal Hoban 


spat be ne 
‘avaalite and 
Srna ite 
issn Kaira 
n'the civil sdvuinistration, holding Use. wala, of 
‘Karbala aod Aral un 
meus Malate 


i 
Men ade # Senate, Reed rn 
1108 on sceonal of fossuathie 
‘alleges (2 without toon) th 
oem agrecneat wih a) Government red 
‘Souteictor Appointed Mister of Communiatiens 
Ww ther 1990; resigned with whole 


lg the Cabinet of Jatnil Madfal in June. 1941 
Resend with the resto the Cobine in’ October 
1 


Tr the whusions oF 1841 nnd 19 he was active in 
the Senate ara critic of Government measures 

“Appointed Minster of Piawnee in June TOES, Wit 
resigand in October of the satow yer, 


47. Jamal Baban. 

‘A Ruth lawyer. Brn 1800, Served far sswe 
fiime t's jodgr in the Northern Liwas Beeaion 
Dewaty for APbil ia the general election of 108% 
Appotated Minister for Jintice in Nut Pashe's 
Cabiact March 1600. Teeigned with Nuri Paaha in 
October 1092 Reappointed Minister for Tustioe 


[0018] 


si Mey ot Suto AN Juul 
fered in August 1 igned with 1 
(Catioe in February 1085, and in October joined the 
marty opaninad by Sarit al Afudfa 1 oppose Ya 
Fon "O wea bir cntinond presence in successive 
Cabinets pechape tore to Ue tradition that each 
Calanet"ytas eve 'one Word then to hie personal 
“Matured for Arb in th eictions of June 1980 

Aer practising ax an advocate, retormed to publi 
sie wenn bw nite of Socal 
‘tai fo Said ha 
Oetaee 1041 

THeslgned in Ostober 1942 wed began practising 
gue aan advcate 


aaa 
‘sna to rag. with TT 
‘singe of 


say after Tha Ba 
ected Dopty toe Dil 
inthe poner elect of 10, bocate See presen 
tt he equa party and Vie President of, tho, 
Gatnber ol Deyat Mluar for Conmigo 
‘and Works in rt Pasha Cait fred Mach 
{i Thecane Ministagfr Dotonce in Sanat 1081, 
Tt toa hs poettolig when Nur Tai tforied i 
CCalinet in Getaber 1081. Appin, Muto ot 
Krkuk July 182. Trabaforned to Kut in October 
ToS itis sarvicen were spond with, By tha 
Hnshint Clit in March 1984." Dveember 1898 
he'wow in Jormmloo and iy touch with the Grand 
Mult" and. the Arab movement ¥, Palestine. 
pointed tengh Change W'AMfaes in edd. Sep 
{etter 

“Ajpeduted cnaal-general at erosion in July 

Withdraw forte wuts of TD4L nnd we 
pfeil” Minster nt Jeddah Deca 


h al-Mad fai 
cima orn sac arty ih 


‘Stuntty which he had inetignted 
adr of the Nonhorn Mewspotamian arn. 
at Bria trogps frou Mow 

Ma Daie, Helwan to Hog 1022, Soon, 
“pointed mutemai€ nnd saw vervion tna 


Fog ae 
a i 
foo Recs 
patie te 
pecans 

re Eg 

ia 


ie Feheury toa bet ruined olen wt tore 
ip February 104 but weauned ere 
ttn ap ar Hed ei a 
‘August 1904 but accepted. porta f Daten, 
Calinet which waa, then fed by Alt Jundat, 
Becow Prime Mintr in Maes, 605 uh ae 
fare to rug hy Yasin Puls gain 
‘Euphrates tee Wag In fe fo ony twelve daye 
in Detober 1885 rvited the perty of National Unity 
2 an opponiion to Youn’ Paha's Cnbine, but 
Froaired tle suppor Declined an Saviatioa to 
[ole the Catost forse hy kx Salaiman fn 
Baber 1008 tn the wster of 3000-97 he wen 0 
he Teen to ota the nso of the Fou oth 
Phot of Ara Bretherbod, gon by Saud Arabia 
b4 
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snd Trg in Apri 1986, and io Aso 1097, fer the 
‘eaignaton “of Hikmat Sslaimou’ Calne he 
Resin Drie Minister, 

Te lacks dinitrate aiiy, bot ia igure in 
he plitiea word. Is grncraly poplar bees he 
sxpreaes his opinion’ in om lames downright 

“Thrsighout 108 he beld hia Cabinet together and 
cared in ween ofthe sont nel 
sircunatancen with accom, Forced Sa feign om the 
25th Decener, 188, by m ealitary demoustation 
‘guano hy Honig Pe, ho Chiat of tho Ocneral 
Stal and Talin-alHtahin in favour of Sure Seid 
Coatinis to enjoy conaidersble ola! inuenen 

‘When Halt Ai sised powst by © coup dat 
aé the beginning of Ajit 1041, Jamal Muda ed to 
Haar, whee be fond the Regen ath marcy 
‘reaped eapture by the Iraq rebel top and tak 
‘ot om Bria warai they were ow 

lie, wey dao, Nadia roma ring 
‘i's rbelon ot May” Yetored to Ti 
vith th Repent on the eallopos ofthe rebiion aed 
‘ir enlderableantation was persuned to for 
4 Cabioet.” Fheed withthe difielt tak ed restoring 
lio contience anu security, be showed That he 
ad tow his frmer rechten sd energy. An ageing 
sg, tae he itr ehh 
inained towards pliey of append 
Telraned trom drat’ action aga ths pr-Nact 
davoente. "Within "ewe lita however he to. 
operat toyolly with Te Slujatys Government, 
ding Ws Tour aus oe per 
Sondtions In Tra wore targely rtrd ts normal 
Fel tn Her oro he ly of 
ong ctan whi wo pressed ot fi pay 
issu Mut get wth ha whole Caley 
in Outs Yo 

ince then he eon wiv inthe Senate. Tn 
Marth Ape! 1948 he vial yrin, Truman and 
cop atthe rey of Nur Bald to anaes wpport 
forth “Arab cingres to plan the eaee 
tion a “et i ie woes 
ni Was Beas Wave hul un. opportunity 
‘aint hin part veteran the PanArt 


Dicetnlae "1048 and tase trom Benet. 
Pobrunry 1946. = 


50. Jamil-al-Wadi, 


ie 1088 Appointed 
im Lan {in the 


Mina 
our 
Chigt Pubic Prosecutor Appetated Director 
ot tsa rape es 
Aprsited pe 

in Stig 


‘a now propristce of Al Abhber,althongh he dows xt 
White the articles ot he himecit cannot write. ‘The 


is propertis in Torkey: 

apleinded many ental afar 

ily. "An ingenven (ype, se wines bie 

scapase later ith Raat Heed 
it Britain one of delegation ol Ty 

Journaliate im autumn 1045, an 


sree ileaned far Tock of evidence 


Tava tat Una all Kove for hi hv 
wiewn "Teva flt of oat Stat in 
fers hs hie fr Canc pont aM a 
Peconic td Cosusietine x Orato Usk 
eur fon which eed it Jue 16 Ucn 
2s diderenca of pia’ tx tbe Cable pee 
erie ee” ee te sls 
Month ring aie the Belt ie da 
‘trom thatthe baboon hans 
eestor of n 


Talwing 
any diverse (ype ft 

(of la." Given the. night 
Scnditions Chaditchi and hie party wight poet 
‘strong. support fru the middle. clatea. fie 
following lacliden Majd Mustala (ex Miniter foe 
Kurlioh Affairs ta. Nuri Pasha's last Cabioeth 
Hikmat Sule 


58, Khalid Sulaiman 
viher of Hikinat Suliman (gj Born 1877 
Hoturoed in 1006 from Constantinople, were had 
spent mont of his ile in commerce, "Was Miniter 
{or Falueation oder Tauq Sewsidi in Apel 120 
‘ol potion which fall Abia 
in November 1000, Khali Bey 
‘epee and’ Aeclers 
Pasha Suwaila “A pleasant, bone acd 
Heatle toan, bot hae no ioluenee ip potion 
Appcisted.Divsior Getveal, Public Works Depart 
‘met, January 1002. Tracatered be Dineter 
oe of Pest od Tera Spb St, 
Appointed Trg! Minit at Tetran Mach (ota 
forch 1000 dow lives on his 
pension 


‘34. Khalid Zohar 

ena Bery Rated Day Galaga 
Constantinople in 1. Served in the Turkish army 
teh at "Joie Ing Sy ee spel 
15 ecamp tote King Fea 1 Pres 
et Haan appantedCosctandant of the 
Siar ciloge's Won tothe Sia Cilege 
Cantey ia Tad snd ba mere ads 
Deigadier and appointed Director of Military Opera 
aeons Oc RIAD. To Apel 
Taso nin, ar 

on Peoay TN Appid ott 
Kvn October 1000. After fhe elle of Mh 
Ais reat May 44 es Mt of 

tnd etiam ee 

“ppnocd gist Ree Sa Nv 

ar ne 


35, Khalit Tama 
Sonnt of Bagdad. Bora 1008, Graduate of Lae 
Gaieg, Bap Hild vartun poston oer the. 
Ministry of the Interior 1025-22, — Appointed 
ary tthe Cabinet 10 Thectn- Geen of 
al Taare 1 Directo eee 
Hae 00" Henn, toma pla 
hime, Dir Genera nthe My tr 
reign fair Aft 1007, in Ot a Was 
sm tre Metomar of Avnrh 
lorGeooral of Sinitry of the. Yterior 
ter ta 
punted, Dirt Oenersl of Awgol in. 104. 
Applied Derr wart Cova ete 
iat 


Anpainted Director-General of Howniee ta 
to 
Tireotor-Genera of Finanen, Augiat 1068, 


56. Khushabu, Malik, 
Avayrian chiefiain of the Lower Tia tribe, aged 
‘shout 35." Presbsterinn, ata onnrally in ainagr 
‘ment with Mar Shimoun.” Well edvented by American. 
ron ot Urine. A tring persaualty wile 
‘srowsantie record we fighter anu lear, Supported 
ihe Tra overunt in thor tei stl tng 
ea stator in rw ah Urey neu 
Yee biter enmity of Mor Shinn, "Many of is 
{dllowers were, how 


‘Since hope of moving all the Avsyriane trom I 
‘une bon, mbandped, Malik hubs hae sot 
Ts ule life ining, Now ren in 


87, Mahmud Abdul Karim, 
‘Aged about 30. Arabic editor uf the Irag Temes 

and iraqi reprencotative of Heaters. Eaitor of w! 

Digar, started 

Hiss ioany Jewish friends. 

Kemat (qe) but taken 0 side in parts. gion 

Invited to. Britain ne one Of delegation of Iraqi 

Poruatiste astucn 1948, 


98. Mahmud Subhi Doftari. 

Sei of Bagdad, Lawyer. Thom 16001 Weot 
‘ith his father to Constantionple during the occupa 
lan and returned in 1019. Appointed “Arain-al- 
Asimah (Mayor of Bagiad) Apa 1990, but wae 
Emin io Rplenter Hh Apia pea 
of the Lawn School November Thi, but ‘resigned 
ftumediately after his appusataveat.Becaine Direetor 
General of Tap Decenber 1082 and Arcin-s- Anima 
Ocleter 1665 Travalerred ta the Ministry of the 
Interior at Director Genoral of Municipalities in 
‘Norpenber 1096.” He soon quacrlied with Arshad 
Unac, tie Aruin-al od resigned. Hewat 
suade & Seaator in October 1957 


Pleasant, well intentioned and noticeably: more 
vwoderse ia poltios than in his carer days, 

‘ecame Mlnister of Justice in Cabinet formed by 
Surval-Said in Devetber 1088, but dovoted snore 
sttention to his entertaining than to hia ode 
‘tien Resigned Fabrunry 1010 with whole Cabinet. 

Made a Senator in M0. 

Made Minister for Foreign AAlhics in Nuri Sal's 
Cabinet in December 1943, post which he olwioualy 
fjoyed enormous. Hesigued with the whole 
Cabinet ia June AL 


90, Mahrut-bin-Hadhdhal, Shaikh. 

Chel of the Awarat, Anaiza (Arab) tbe of Frag 
‘Hie evooneded ik father in 1021. "Bra bet 1804, 
Intensely at wiser than Ive appears to be 
Teo an endeavoured to roaintain gree relations with 
the igh ovement thogh the” Sata 
flovwent "gard hien with some eunpiion 
“ secount of his fathor's clog frendahip with he 
irish is tribal arva “e”frotn the euphrten 
srthwards to the Nejd border 

He elitained coed controct for the wupply af 
labour ou the Hilfe Bagdad roud in 1040, Dring 
Reid Al's rollin jn May TOUT Ie lst control 
hi tbo, partion of which aitached aad beted some 

‘do rot camp 

Mis "estate of "Harzal: nour Korbala. has been 
‘expropriated for the “Abo Dibbis. reserve and 
Marat has front dftculty in obtaining 
‘coinpraaation fran the Coverninent 


Ino revolted nga 
and deyorind Vo Itedat,Telanl nshn Bora 

Ho wer reinsallod nn. Hlukuder of Suleimanl ia 
Mad he hark had fre Hine ie 
‘fers there to withilra. Tn 128 ane neon 
Jind to be take againat bins to cheek hin eudeavere 
10 eatablih his tenon in the Kiekh md Aci 
Browincen 


aan igen hoe 
to tn duet Atm shone Pirgn, and. Moved bere 
nly mi 340 wn an utivnk of ‘Kuni 
slonalat feeling Buleinan agri tend hi 
int atl tv od a 
‘isin sho sent ngnit im. and, he at Mi 
fre wurvodered. at’ Panjwin.” Ite was grated. an 
iowance aod sent tiv at lla. Prot there 
‘ean fater rood to sina andi th cua 
TW te wna jorrttad to tale a obue in Bag. 
He teenies an allowance of 900 rupees tom 
frou’ the Teng: Caveranest |The fas Toes. em 
at Tab AN nd tat 

intron and ve 
Ect Dept foe Balan in Decor 18 and 
again in Jano G80, Babu AW ater torapoting Han 
ondary scaling a Vitor College to Alesana, 
‘ras ae to Colombia University, Now York foe 
pallet sconces. "On Iie ru 

ven eusployinent fn the rllwaya. Ta 

his fat, and wil flow lol 


Shai 
fod in conupaniy with 
Hiabekr Agha (4) be ralped a ri 
Sulaicnant with the object af ejecting: Rashid Al's 
ficials. Before their plans vould wateralian, how: 
‘mbellion collapaed a 
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hinftaine returned hone. Shaikh Mabrovd himaelt 
‘endeared fo explat the aoeasion to oiain conoes: 
tions to te Kis, but be was persuade inthe ed 
{o' disperse his followers and to settle down in 
Darikella, one of his sillagee in Baevian Hi 
soumngeat and favourite son Latit. 4s restless snd 
iiprellale, and a souren of ainty to the Manet 
of Solainnsia 


OL, Majic Mustafa. 
‘A Kurd of Sulaimani, born abet 194. Dusing 
he war 1014-18 he wae an ofr in the Turki 
armny. ad for vonve tive’ after the Aniatice of 
Misdron eld pro Turkish views He was ai sctive 
supporter ot "Shaikh: Mahmoud 24-28. Wher 
Shaikh Mahwwoid. subeitted to the, Gvernien 
Mo wna: sade @ Modie hut. Kut, fin. Hie 
fy Wa soon apprvnt. hn, 1 
 Nasiriya odin 1 or 
"Two year later bo 
Whe postal ty Ataara tere hs ro 
ite in the Hoshi Al ds 
tu ‘oa the whole to have 
Kerra anki A's come er 
Nashid Al did bot, however, rus 
te i Cathe pital se that Ie. would 
sralehel After the Hegent'« return to Bapad 
The bovis of une TO Maid took eave in 


in Heptombar and va then wuypended 
78 On aceon af hia seunptianoe wit the 
the Hata AN rh 


ator without Tosti, with 

kof nding tome means to atop Yhe 

ewan lle Masta the Maran eee ad 

rvaning Kirin yrievanes. ‘The Regent 

‘ate bia nppolntnent an aay rtuctantlyagroe 
wit 

sani evtende. to benging. shout.» pnceil 

eh Mulla Mfuatata te Tanary O44 aud 

he Cabinet without Port fli,k 

specaly with wing the Government en 


ato iinows but has wot abandnint 
‘fade vigrcis nl nts ape 

{i Kura nowde tthe Charter in Tonuary” TOA 

iy tha Kure hi 

tnonty intro 

‘arab to cdverian tthe surtace Ri dincaation 

trom aventa tn Hava 


Paleiacoh the Avayrans 
(Catholicos ot tho Chute In the. Bast} 
‘orn aboot 100. "Sucoueded ta the pauiagehate 
4 1980 when, chill. Plone bn gland ats 
seminary Caney. “Mace soy’ ny nd 
Strut the auton of his poi, Mar Sinan 
fiw actively fostared dincontent aang th Assyrians 
Whatever ie onion whe bend of sptnd 
conus, hie toners warty nh neko: 
ied hy large unser of at 
‘\taxnih at 2000 Tis aie hase to nbd 
‘ie hole rommunity In» compact mnclave under 
1 nap and un aay.” He 
Ae Inpro the ing othe sion 1082 sk 
‘Of the nace to Syria 188 Deported by the 
Iraq ‘Gevernment nthe niier wf 10S, Be woe 
‘ran nr aasuon In Cyprumrhore hin fther David 
‘nt Burma fed hin Tn Ovteber 10 
rent 10, Gana to rote to, the League. af 
ala aia the vane of Aarne nbich 
followed te Auayraa wack ot the al ‘at 
Doirtiun (Palatine) ia Suga 1 


allowance of £730. u year, wubjéet to hin eteret 
behaviour, This allowance wae stopped by King 
Ghisei ia the summer of 14 on acoount ob the 
propaganda which Mar Shims persistently carried 
‘agai Trg 

‘While paying lip-servce to the League of Nations 
‘and always rads to peition that body on behalf of 
{he Asmyriaaa he haa proved disloyal to ite deca 
whengver they ‘have. ‘bie personal 
suibition. By preferring 


Aerdlos stferiog on a denerviog psp 

{Joar 1804 ho was tnosty in Eogland. paving several 

Vaits to Geneva wha Amgrinn aflame were uodat 
odin 


108) he wae granted rich nateraliation wad 
sweat to live in Cyprum 


‘Sine 1040 I has boo ving in the Valted Staten: 


63, Mawlud Mukhliv 
ann Bley out 8TH. A. tne sire 
beh with goa allay with the Shara ny 
fd woe lt winder. ls explit do not me la 
{ie lig Served Syn ud won mnt a 103 
Uo Dae, Shere he agresuent trea the ih 
Lon at Deptt re nr 
ten was Yeahad under ha woapics ia 
Nath be cots ayaa Sa Bh 
Petgcuns aro hee amb wan raed 
Vela i uoe, Revo i Sova afar 
the tall of ar Arb: vermont and eiored 
Tt mo io ang tha 
drome Noiselot ree Teen wen bo pe 
‘iter hin nthe traqarmy, but be wa piven vrne 
ino Panwa eas th 
‘eesioal ve Wo Rgds Malt ako pat in 
naa att Say Hea he won epee 
item of Karol, to dol wt th lowe He 
tt aii he a hig tt 
ioe ot the ats of the maftobsta 
tman, whe slows his parcArsh snlgwet to Fe bs 
ttn” "He"waa tery” bse to he Cabinet 
{Sr hy Mea Selatan in Oster 1817 afer 
Habe ta'sroup °F nnd open oondemne or 
Imani of fate aah Tn Peary 1 


re ia Bs, hat returned sx 
Sig's murder io Avgost HET. Hine bee ® Nenator 


“Attended the Arab Tarliamatary Confereoce on 
Paletinn strangely Alb Pasha in Cairo nthe 
summer of Tt 

‘elected president of the Chaiaber, Nownber 
1008 and again Jone ad Novem 180)" Ws 
‘ot reelected in Noverte 1A 

Ts reerah years be drvntrnnens hes ineresand and 
stincreited fir 


64. Muaffag-al-Atousi.. 

Torn aboot IAC Bong to leroed (any 
agin ‘ex ard he rio wg 
he retro to Blgdad in 1028 Won apyoted. 

ace ia tha aw schol aod alters tS 
Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign Airs 
‘Two veora ater be quacrelied with the Muster 
Avi Dari. Sod iro fy Bei. 


time to take up a 
Nesieal Su 

eat atid then retursed to Pagdad. Tn Mae 

WR he wae appointed Bret aceretary Ga the Tragl 

Legation in Toran. Teatstorred us be consul at 

Beirut ta May 1005 Appointed coosul-general at 


43 


Bombay December 1900. Diamiamed from the 
oeig Service in Novome 1. 

Hetisined in Syria tall! January. 1980 whew he 
‘turn 19 Ing “Heturoed to the Foren Service 
Im February 1000 and. posted to Tare ne chargé 
G'afsiron Transferred to be consul-general st 
Trsmascon Jue 1060 

‘Tranatorred to Istanbul wa consul-general in Jul 
194 Tecalled in Noveusber_ A hesty deinke, wil 


ined i APL 148 for iulinination 
‘arly wansner wns seeking oficial employ 

‘Saud Arabia. Tn 1044 be was living 15 
‘Tatley on an allowance supplied to him by Tom Saud 


65. Muhammad Ali Mahmud. 

‘Swnnl. orn 1203S. A lawyer so has served in 
any pots under the Miniery of Joxthe, cluding 
that of Director Dena of Minit, Dirt 
Genoral of Tapu and judge of the Court of A 

tak to Uae Chatnber ne Tepity tar Tha 
12S and eran THe Wee te ete 
Veo: President of thn Chacnbee quad eld the post of 
‘@hairman of the Finance Committer tn Me 
wnat Minister of Finance in Mkinat Sulsitoan's 
wed Cabinet. ty Some 10 Me pesighed ie 
mat 1097 with the whale Cabinet, 
el Deity for Aral Decor 1987 but Saat 
‘ic sou In ne 1090 
in hftsted Miniter uf Communit and Woke 


Septetuber 
od sutmeuently sont ts Southern Wide 
‘Whe Interand.” eat Back for tial In Moreh 1046 


06. Muhammad Amin Zaki 

‘A Kurd of Salaimank Ihr 1890, Wel educated 
‘tod speaks Pronch, Gorsnan aad English, Farmetty 
aft icer in Turkish wry. Wan inade Minster 
{be Comiuaieatione and Works in Novernber 103, 
Sd meyently tld toe fotfaion a Halvontion 
‘thd Defence, Exored litle influence in the Cabinets 
i whicks he haa held fice. Te paliy be to try 10 
Blaase the Runs by supporting Kedah Nationalist 
Without counpeosniaing hie poxition with the Arabs 
Tat ite set in Ube Cate the tral eletin 
a "Aeao Minar tor Henan ad an 
‘unieatione July 1001, Hesigoed 1. 
‘Apjainted Dirvetortbeweral of Bowen al Coon 
‘Gkiniations ‘March 1iG8. but teva unemployed 
‘hem thie post’ wae aulished in Septet I 
Lceame Minister tor’ ecnornice ard (union 
Nooe in March 105, in Yasin Paaha's Cabinet 
Nesignea hon the Cabinet fel in Octrser 10M 

Hicoted Deputy for Sulaiman in Deserober 1057 
‘0d ‘xgsin. in Jase 1100, " Treason. Minister. tow 
Rewomicn March 1940 ow Hash Ai third 


inet 

“ewig in Joly 104m aceon af anvern lincan. 

ted Minster of Communications and Work 

Cabinet. forsed by Nusial Said in. October 

Resigned in February IDE on aecaunt of i 
health. “Mado a Senator Deeeuber 10h 


67. Muhammad Hassan Kuba. 
‘Shia of Bagdad. Born 1601. Belongs to the od 
family of Kubla To 1020 wax essocinted with the 
Nationalee sotivitien of Ja'tar Chalabi Abu Tinton 
To 102% be eotared the service of the Ministry of 
ogo in many. parte of the 

‘ithe. Ministy. 
the Cabinet ax Miniter for 


Nuns resignation in June M4, but beeame 


Prosdent ofthe Chamber of Deputies on the rsignae 
‘ion of Mabaainad Kalbe-al Shab io. Deseisbor 
10 


68. Muhammad Husain Kashif-al-Ghata 
(Sai 
sti Met ot 
a impeizacs 
Attded the Mele Cantar at Jere jn 
to Tog logan Vite Tera tos prot 
in the sammer of 1883. nd returosd to Traq in 
fy th epg of T980 he tonk 
rorgiat pert rte tal Sonurocties bee 
Weopiraten Sand grew his athe tela 
HE tok op sha apse 
ie pa ors tor 
vat wth abe Ulam 
‘rversuset’s sae of sot 
ores be the Sh 
{6 Sto petermrent of Ube conte 
sat nosound itr th dat ft 
in [yt ry, ho wianly withdrew vo alonce in the 
tlio of Roja 
‘tare nad for Pani 
108 
1m 1090 Hwa spect! that ie ad septa 
Sa Legation to hater Pelt 


ssl 6 fats Agwiet he Teta uring sid 
AN's rebfion In May O41. Me nephew, Abana 

lifeal-ihata. sevely supported Laub Al at 
‘wn tered in Aga 1041 st Fag, but was rene 
in Aupuat 1044, 


oof the foe Arab Divine 


09, Muhammad Ridha-al-Shabibi 


Tylaac for Tuveaton 
Cabinet in 14. Again given the portfolio 
‘OF Kdueation ia the Cabinet formed by You 


resi 
i Pars Wl wae ro 
or Raveation i Jan--Madtnre Ca 


Appointed Minister of Edweation in the Cabinet 
forvved by Tasol-a-Stad fa Tao 1A Tagued 
he fea if the Caldas In Owtater 1041 
painted to the Hone of Balivention, cred in 
‘Age 1940 
Tilected President the Chamber of Pepaalon in 
Devoinber 1960 and wgaln in Deoetuber TWH, but 
resigned nent ininediately 


70, Muhammad Salih-al-Quesaz 
Tingtedmischanie. Thorn “wbowt 190K Tine 
twcont!y conve into prominence wen labour fede and 
Splinter "A" profeaatonal devingope, he xlwayy 
trate himeol! in the vant any barnar troubles, 
tnd has boon esprcalle conapicisue tn enecnraging 
iseoatentarviag the tals ex layed hy th foreign 
ompanis operating i Tag 
in onganining. the fayeott 


Salaehcoeeespecrenie eee toes 

Sie wue epiinsiy Kamal Chee eb 1 
Re 

TEE era esta ie 

See es renioct watt Dace I oe 

Serre Enno tas anova Soe ot 





























































































































71. Muhammai-al-Sautr, Sait 

orn about 1885. An inflaentiad Shia divin of 
Kadhinain Was « violeat Nationalist im the ews 
days of the “British occupation, and" plased a 
provainent past inte inwurnetion of 120. He ed 
to Syria when the sosurrecton wan pak down, but 
roturaed with the Arair Feitl in June 1001. Took 
fo active part ia the anti-mandate controversy of 
1024. hut aller the proclamation of the Constitution 
in 1924 greatly modited iis views. Appointed 9 
Senator it, 128, aod elected President of the Benat 
im 1020. He haa subsoqusmtly Been re-lested to this 
Position at each tev session, ntl February 7 
When Hidbacal-hehibi wa aleted inwtend.~ He wns 
roveleched President of the Senatn in Deostnbor UST 
Sod "syain ‘in December 1A June 108 and 
Sovumber 1080 

Tivlevtel President of tho Senate in November 
vit "and Noverober “1042 A dignitied nol 
‘lotursaqun personality, Cenned to be Provident of 
the Senate in. Deoonibor 1940 on the, election of 
Sania Md 


72, Mulla Mustafa 

Torn about 1608. Hruther of Almad ot Barean 
(q). Was the thting ewer of the Barzani in 
the thibley ot TBSI-B2.” Me arwudered with 
Shaikh” Abia, a. wae banished. Yo Bolalmant 
‘Thor belived ie fn Jeary in poverty on nal 
allvwnneco tra the Government. Ta Me sui 
Of 1040 he ated back ts Broan and Yow months 
{ater busine involved in akirahen wit the pie, 
Tho hating grodually davshopest, an Mule Metals 
suioeasully foisted the contderable fore of pice 
‘id ro roe wet gat hs 

‘tn the beginning he sa concwrved caly wit 
‘04H onion lk alr om be begat bo 

leat demande to jan ns sh 

na ‘nation, He og 
anh armpathy ad wuppt te Sanna To4t 
‘esettleiuont Waa wrranged whershy ho waa proaled 
‘Pani alter paying ® fora vit to Hagdad 
inka subinaion 10° the Regent. Therealter. be 


owewer, he 
‘sal ook up arms 
enh again in August 143 


73. Musa Shabandar. 
Tiaplalh Simpl, born 100, 


lo an a Mahi 
Shabandar, n'woalthy land 


md property one 


mt 
Vent to Belin sca afte tho aritice, nd ve 
{in Karp, tuntly in Zomch and Bon, atl the 
shun IM hn hereto Bap. 

in anunty 3 ho wes upanted. the 
barton ah deletion tthe eaagus ot Nelson 

‘Sonn Engl, French and German, Appt 
Ara earotary tothe Teal Lagion in Wein 
fans I ewan scatd 

aly in 107 be was secaned of giving certiScates 
ot expt ts Tag foe wunitons deine foe Spas 
ote Haare aed er 
Invert. Ta Dosemier poxrsings nga hin were 
ropa ad poeta deta eter there wee 
vor any real avidenon agimat Bans Elected Dopey 
for Amara Dinca 

Tat is sah i Sn 1990. Reapesoted to the 
Diplomatic Service fn Tune 189 nnd 
anne to Bar. Retard 


eo Maes inthe 
‘unconstitutional Cabioot formed by Rabid Allin 


“4 


April 1041. His polished and fricadly manner bid 
a close and sinktre cooperatioa with Rashad A 18 
hig pro-Nasiintriguon "On the collapse of Rashid 

‘Trubellion in May 1981, ho fled to Persia and wae 
inanded over to the British ulitary avtheaitea i 
Septeniter 1941. Imprisoned at Akwar and theaee 
‘rut to Southern Hhdesia for internment. Seat 
{Sack to stand Iie trial with internars i Marcle IDEM 
Scatenee was fnally passed on. hon, in August 
19H of five years hard Iaboor and avqacteation of 
all hia property. Now am invalid 


74. Musahim-al-A min Pachahji 
Sunni of Bagdad. Horn 1960 4 lawyer. Elected 
Deputy. tor Hilal inthe Couati¢uedt Asserts, 
‘March 124, sd aat in the fie Chamber in. 1088 
Minister of Conmonieations aod "Works in the 
Hoshi Cabinet: Aupust WDC Tn 1U27, while to 
soy of ri potion 
to Bagdad in Febuary 1028 aaa joined the 
‘ia ilows sete tbe. ged 
‘peominent In ant Zicalo 
ier bf 20. Bevaine Miniatet 
‘abd Cosnmenioations in Jamoary 1981, 
fu. shortly afer, Minkater of the Lateran, i which 


i colleagues teywrling hiv sainaal 
AL-Asimah Towends the cod of May 
fos charged with com 

irovation of wouriloue aca runie 

‘llayatings agsinat 

Ttentgned his seat in 

for trial with our oilers hy Taglar 

‘uel Aoquited In October 1003 Tn Ox 

bho wns appointed SEiniator at Tone wad permanent 

sielegate ‘at Geneva. Tn. November 1045 ho. waa 

‘ollowed of hin duties at Geneva. "Appointed Miniter 

ris July 1080, 
ws Minlator ws the Viciy 


‘when "Tem severed 
‘wlations with the Vichy Government, but dul mot 
Foturn to frag.” tn YAH le appeared to be ving Im 
Ton Tater he went to Gen ad wght but wan 
‘ofmed tacliten to return to Tag 


75. Musta/a-al-U/mari 
onto the Ura ay of Malay Ye 
Gratuate a Law Ral aged Jot bers te 
ser tora oon ect thks Rata 
ebiog tr Mocrpatinn date’ th ‘wot nod oe 
tadn'S. pra jot tole the fall Wt Bapda 
itor to faq after the mite el eter 
Soertmeat trl Snes then be fa seed 
the Woat eprint andthe Mato, 
Finance aod "ater, ie ate tele the 
lowing taka never ree Aas 
Seems Pretorsienuel othe Micey at the 
Inara nan ip nb ea 
hs er te Ma 
lw andi Se 107 sad Hat Slant 
Citiet os Minister fh Toten He tao tie 
Ie he Cant my Sl Mtn 
‘nr 
ring theft bal 08h 


Iie rosgnedh with the whole of Jomit-al-Sadtal 
Cabinet afer the military demoosteative uaganiaed 
bby Husain. Fausi and Tuha-l-Blachin in favour of 
Nu-al- Seid.” He ie a Sento. 

‘Appointed Miniter of Toterice im the Cabinet 


Said's Administration Became. Miniater of Ye 
Toterir in the Cabinet of Harmdial-Packachi sored 
in dime TOM 


18. Dr. Noji-at-A sit 
lad, bora 1608 


‘congarat of the Hejar by Ths 
Soul" Dr. Naji then becaow dentate in England, 
fand was deported to Traq im October 1935.” Un Tray 
he war woe! ourployed unser the Ministry of Defence 
fn the Iraqi Miblary Medial Service. Appeiated 
Tag Conaul-Geaeral and Chargé dt AMluires edn 
fig Roget 1981. Returned to Haglad io Juno 102 
Tote jerseot dang the visit ofthe Apr Feisal, 509 
of lng Abdul Aeleal Baud 
Ontahoe 


Yash Appoint’ coumarin 1 
Tehran, Apr 

Tn June 10, vila on Youve in Baga be we 
spi i of ei the pa Sd 
cpt she. portale of Foreign AQsir. when 
Tina Sutton formed un buna Deter 
4000" Recigned th Tibyat Solan to Ange 
1 a 


‘Msi Apel 
Legation at 


hed Derr Chere of Anis in 1044, 
Apes es 5 wna inks 


77, Naji Shaukat 
oun of Bajdad, born 101. Stoded  Constan- 

Aioopte sak 

Shan and 


ide ae en 
SS PL 

i meee ft et 
rag Cope eee 
San a saeniees 
encioey a Rare Sse a 


followed Abdul Musbin's nulede. Appetnted. wg 
Minor at Angornin Seperey MEH Mavala 
Hagiad tn otcher"1h 40 take up. perl of 
Interior, ‘Hieniue Prive Minister n Nextonber 1083. 
Ierived tho Onder of Grand Ofer of toe Cry 
Waly in January 1968. Tlwigndpretnersip Starch 
Ain tis fo te Yer bn over Meh, 


tn hs ia vi to Baga nthe we ef 1, 
td ‘vor‘then afer Call fs in iad 
Biman Cinemanila of 

chico to Bakr iit nla 

ecto Minter the Hetero the, bint 
Lured” by Sorta ‘eer 1098 bt 
rgd Ape 1 Deuty her Bagdad bi the 
(Sites ot Son tee 


‘sdvonate of rinsuring with the A 
Au’s approval be went to. Istanbul in. Septesnber 
1940 do establish contset with the German Arnbas- 


Apel 1041,” During Hachid Al's rebellion in May 


O41 ye weut to Tuskey to ty: und enlist Turkish 
support for Tsshid AU's onuse, “After the collspe 
‘of the rubelion Ie remained in Turkey. He wae 
catia by court tartial and sentenced to 
{imprsonmeat 


salary fro the Teich Goversmonts I 10K) It 
Scerond that he bad taken up hin teakdence in Tne, 
‘where he was. in touch with the ex Mutt of 
Palostine: Inthe subnet of OMS ho wan serosted 
ia Healy, went back ta Traq atid imprisoned, 


78. Nadhif Shave, 
‘orn Bagdad hoot 1800, Educated in Military 
allege, Constantinople int 


Syria and fut at Saialun, here 
Actoauad “bythe. French. He thea mtarned 
‘egdad. and fr sorne Soar wae ered” a 
teach ia the andar aoa Duarng thie por 
ine granted the Hg aw Crop, He Inter 
reused 
‘optain, im M185 ho oltendad army tases in 
nan hirer he wa tnd Conn 
<The Tg Sal! Calloge. Aft to sear 
ign and apnesoted 
i wae placed 
‘enfin in 1 and becntne Miniter of Detenne 
inh’ Cabinet formad by Jan Mata a dune 1941 
‘thee the Gh of Rashid Al to Persia He made 
‘plonsant iC courles Miniter and roighed with 
{i wine Cabinet in arly Octo 1047 


70. Nafibeal-Rawi. 
Tory about 1800. Suni wf Bagdad Ruther of 
Abvina-abttawi, Marti to neater of Move. Hikeah 
‘Sulaituon. He fr many years practiced wiooranfally 
fsa Tawryer ab (1042 wae eeu freaient of the 
Taw Raclety. fn 10 be woe suspooted of being In 
ears withthe a Afu of Paei 
(enw five bn Heng) na with the Tein 
Minlater, ever, to. avold 


Block and mondein, he tw pre 
‘upper elas vial ito by Bagdad Klected « Deputy 
in'Detoher 1040. Me repent Trng at the Araby 
Tawynes’ Coneroace at Demesci in August 1044, 


80, Nasrat-al-Farivi. 
Tasger of Haga, bon ast 160), thn eal 
3 af the Iragh Goverment held women 

‘xtreme ‘ationalit views, whic i lee ha 

Deputy inthe Chamber “Was late given an 

Ayrootwent in the Mitiry of Suen, where he 

srved digrtly for» autine a soar 
‘Minin for Finance, Novem 1982. Rosin 

with Naji Bog Shaukat in Moreh 1280.. Apponited 

Minster” or Pameo in Jam Beg. Al Madi 

Calin in Noversber 198%, "esi in February 

{W864 Appoisted Director General the Mbniatyy 

for Forign Affe sn Apel 1085. Appointed 

‘Slogate at Genes In doe I 
‘Steady nd inelligent, but inclined to bo vba 

tine 
"Wa rtoved of thls 9 

‘108 when i we dock rae the Teva 

‘ddogath fom octal thon rtural to the 

Bar 
“Lipeinted Minitne of Economics in the Cabinet 

orsied by Suri Sadat in Yuan 1941. "Hoaigned 

with the rsh of the Cabinet in October 104, 
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SL, Niskat-at-Sanawi. 

‘funni of Bap, bors 168. Studied in the 
School of Lav, Constantinople. He wan fa Bagdad 
Ifo the cecnpation, wat to Motul with the Turks 
find” was cmplayed in arioos’ expacltie there 
Tioturned after the artsiatice and tonk wervice under 
he Het 


pointed Director Gener! ia 
tho Miniatry of he Interir i‘Apeil 080, nd 
Ioeoatve Pracipal ofthe Law School Fubroney 18 
oappaitted DiwotoeCvnera i ve Minty ut the 
ine 151.” Appoint Adrinistrstive 
Thapector,”Noveribor 108K" Bocume -Direotoe 
Gora Munispaitiss to June ea 
“Appolated Chied Pitonce fwepeeter, May 1000 
real oa penalon about ‘end of 1088 


52, Nureddin Mahmoud, 

Born 158. A Kurd. -Comtninioned in the 
‘Turkinh arg: in 1012, Tatelligons, rewourcefl nod 
ambitious Dirwctor of Miltary Oporatioua. radunte 
on ‘ond an wath hn 


Initiated the Anglo-raq) armistice. Does not dalle 
Uusoly in polities but ayrathiony th the. Aled 
om ‘guint and. worked 
lyr fling be 
snd ne hog on there In 
ards a the Heth hie 

i grated 
‘Miimetive personality. ‘Ios been mllitary attach 
ia London Wi i Division 
ld oo 
fat the 
vane. 


83, Nuri-al-Sait 
‘Suunl of Bag, bey 188, wo of wo eenuntant 
of Mowat dveont"Eaueatod” in Constantine, 
Speake Tehiah. Cerin Prehieh end Engh 
erved in Ilhan Wor He aa one ofthe founders 
tthe Ahan 1010 0d eat fran Constante 
Tray in orler to wart eanchen tere He wae fn 
‘Gaara ut the tne of he pooupalion a x pater 
ite Ain apt th Ar ary a he 
oj ne 1040 and eosin th trope i 
the went Tater Pasha (hs. ether nro} 
terved na (48 ill the fall of Darna A goed 
iran “very reweptive of ean sever Warde 
Serhing aah) dot adder Bre. A 
wskerait with excep 
Ws wanda the DS 
and acrompanied F 
in't010 and Yo 
‘ipprochonwat between the Proaeh andthe Arabs. 
i disoaled King Poial rom fering Pesiatance 
tothe Fronch un the gam that he cold wt hope 
{oe support tom be British. When the break cache 
lv Jul 1930 he woot ith Poa Enginod 
oturied to Bagdad in Pebraary 192 and tok 
charge ofthe Minivtrs of Defence daring the sbseice 
of fatur Pasha at tho Chiro Confereser. "Oo hin 
ears be, Sette CON and Dicer ot 
ic, wal held these a il October 
1822" Acting Miter of Deter fan November 
1922 to Nowewsbor 1088 Held the tom porto 
inJafarPuaha' Cabot. Miniter of Bote agai 


ert intelfigwoce 
7 and the OMG TO 


in Noweunber 1908, and rolained that portolio with 
fly short Intervaie out of odie until be beat 
Prime Minister io March 20. Negotiated ead 
signed the Anglo-Iragi Treaty of June 1900. Visited 
Tedda ia 1981 to negotiate w * Boo-Voisinage 
Teaty ith Neid aad ibe Hens. Tevigaed wth tbe 
‘whale Cabinet the 10th Octobe, 1901, but 

ico on the same day in reformed Cabmaet, 
Visited Angora: with King Feisal July 1951, aad 
‘gain ia Decemnber-Janwary 11-12. During ater 
‘it he signed with Turkish Goveranient is Extend 
tUon Treaty, a Treaty of Commerce and Residence 
asention, (Heine premicratp in Oren 1 
Appointed Minister at Hows. Pebruary 1983, but did 
‘not proceed. Became Minister for Fonsgn ales 
in Gibioet of Rashid AK Gilani fo March 1 
eaigned with Haahid AU in" Octaber 1083. and 
‘woepled twrVfoio of Foreign Affaire aod Defence 
tindar Jaoulal-Madfa in November 108. Tesipaed 
{'Votroary 1004, bik returned to the Miniatry for 
Voreign Adnire in August 1904 under Ali Janda 
Protalrabip. Resigned with Ak Taudat in Febrary 
its, tot retained the porfio of Foreign Aflairs in 
he suceveding Cabinet Cormaed ly Jan-al-Madfa 
‘al returned again the Minixtry in the Cabinet 
forwed by Yaain Pasha in. March 1085. 

Th Ootiber, after Hake Sid's nuccewfl riitary 
revolt, Nort Banka, fearing for his ite, Bed to Kaype 
wi ‘where he eared on trates 
pian. ray ir scar ie  Tr 
He come ck in October 1057 after the murder of 
Bakr Bidqi and’ the tall of FUkmat Sulaigan's 
Government. He wos offered. the pont of Iraq 
Minister in London, but did not accept 1 Th early 
Decatiet he weat 10 Syria wilh the intentinn of 
senrking privately fon 
ature ol the Jews and 


“rotipiel principally in dealtory conveeeativne shot 
Pawtin! with 

Landon.” On wach of Bia short vis 

[resem gave tan to run 

sical intentions bot theae died away ou 6000 a 


ional ier apa deta 
Tepe at nea What 
fae ac pea ea 
ates ent eel ae 
eset ato ane 
Sioat oped Pi cade os 
ity Rea 
Tee ite To ai 
Tea a as foe att 


br 
thrown by Rashid Alf and the army, Nor Sai 
withdrew’ to Tranajortan, where he rernained wnt 
the wns able (a ome back with the Regent Af the 
beginning of Jone. Belore the end of the month 
he was appointed Tragi Minister im Cairo, but was 
‘walled to form a Cabinet ca the resignation of 
Turi Madfai at the beginsing of October 1041. 
‘From that ttoe onward be eollabornted elon with 
Hii Majesty's Atobasaador fx eradiesting pro-Nazi 
‘propaganda to Traq and it wax dow to bis initiation 
{hat frag. declared war on Ube "Axis Powers fa 
Tanuary 1948 

Th the summer of 1048 Nuri Pasha visited 
{to disci Arab unity with the Egyytisn Prime 
Minister Nahe Pasha’ He also went to S3rin and 
Palestine for talks with Arabs there le romained 
Prime Minister throughout 194%, bot there were 
many elesnges tn hie Cabinet, and he formed hie 


a 


Resigned in Tune 1044 with lin white Cabinet 
After a aveditying brawl i the Chamber between 
sotne of his supporters and the Oppeaition, which 
‘Smavinoed hin that le did mot enjoy the Mgont's 
Sonfilence. and support. In any ns be wax tired 
ted needed u res.” Acconspanied the Regent on bis 
rayels in Asseries and Europe during the summer of 
1015, 


St. Rashid AUi-al-Gilani, 
Sunni of Bagdad, born 
‘ofthe Naqib. To Furkish tines was 9 ele in the 
Waat Deparment. “Fle to Sows wth the Turks 
‘the eaprre of Bagdad, and afer tho fll of Mol 
Tre May 121 ew append 


nied Minister 
nwt In TOM Resigned ver tw wil 
Tarkials Petron 


‘of the Tater 
‘Deputies in the genera 
igoed his seat March 1081, 
1 ompany with Yasin-at Machin, Najial Sawai 
fend AU Teodat, as « pret againsh the condved of 
Kun Pesha's Government. ‘Became, Prement 
leader cf the inb-alThha-alWatand (Ibe perty of 
National Hietherhond). Me epocuragea the general 
riko in July 1901, hoping thershy to 
Nan Paaie's Cabinet Aensnted snl sie 
fctolary to the King in July 10. Becawe Prine 
Minister in Maro 10, "Resigned Ovtaley 1 
Apistinted Beaton in sunorner af 184.” Helped to 
frganiee the disturbances on Ube Kupliates whi 
forced Ali Tatslat to tealgn in Moreh Mek and 
Minister for the Interioe: joined tho Cabinet then 
lemed by” Yasia-al-tTadhin, 

‘Afior Rabe Sidqi's wibtary covolt againat tbo 
Mashimite Cabinet in Ootaber 1080, Tahal Al 
Wo Conatantinople. Te eaine back in Oxtrbor 187 

Ding WEM4 he. swede. several speschen in the 
Sonate "attacking’ the” polley of Jumilal Mafa 


Cabinet 
to Anal December 1008 eturned a 

ftw dave later when Nurial Said stceewded Tan 
siMtiai ss. Privne Minister. “Appeinted  chiet 
Drivate wecrotary to the Palace in Jaatnry 1090, and 
Famine in this joat after Ring Gbaals deal in 
‘Apel Gt)" Yecamne Prine Miniter in March 1840 
“Throughout 1040 be voowwl steadily towarda a 
break with Hie Majests"s Government nnd a tleser 
eran with tho AH tid 0 ah 


Tntegaes with he A 
‘and sponsored the overtures which Najl Shawkat 
Made to the Gerenan Minister st Angore is Octcher 
1040, “Tn ray he gave tow Tein to the Palstiian 


Psiguation at the ead of January TON, but br 
‘turned to ofice hy mean of a malitary coup J Rtat 
on the Ist Apel He then sot aside the Begeat ated 
Stalled Shenf Sharaf in his place. At this jnctary 
fs part oftheir war pla, Hix Majesty's Government 
bepan to move troops into Inq, but Maahid Al, 
‘ed iy the aay ofa to get the pence 
At the beginning of May the Iraqi army ut 
{to surround the British ar base at Halbasiyab and 
‘bontities brake out Throughout the month Rabid 


All and his calleagous eadeavoured to nite the 
country in « campaign agninst us, but 
tomnapeupla were with im, he received, 
{rom the big tnbes ad led to Presa ater 
tively sa si alu ad 
larger aq forces prone tthe 
he euntrived Yo ninks his way to, Turkey, 
Thaving len hia Parole, he earaped 40 
id ined the Mun in Berlin, wher he 


‘Tried in abentn by tet 
death in January 1 
“Thos the yours 102-44 he continane ts 
ceaduct an olive campaign agave Crone 
from Dein ad Rone and we twenty the 
AM nthe gti” Pre, Miner of ev 
11's now koown that the strupite for predoxatnave 
Deion hit ond he Auth 
Wwe rumoured Aha 
ture by Ube Mesias it here 
Swodate mo anhiatin of Win whereabnts When 
{i Leander the Regent reiterntad his deteroination 
‘hat whom oataght he Wold be eXeeie 


85, Rashli-al-K hojah 
‘Sunni of Tinga Thin 1 


nbor of the Abd-al-Linq 
Lured Uo Bagdad in Novernbey U0 
fanpiinted mitowant in Sunvary 103) 
id ida rd Ue ubuenl of ye extreme 
pounted 


‘group. In Pobruney 1023 he. wns 
iy aloe hy 


Serio Mon whete ba wes Som 
Tae uf Mustafa Balun. Asie prose in 
‘tonto dsl wo eonadere expedient hy the 
{rng Goverment. he wer rtnoved sa euppdoted 
‘huteaan af Haghad’" Apia iat Conk 
‘oneal at Care Oxtobor 196k nad irear-inara 
of dunton Jamuary T”Consl Gener, Bas 
‘Augie 181, Chang Aaland Conga ener 
ei Agu 109 bt aid ee take up et 
Ayjminted Miter for Doo under No Rota, 
Ntvembor 1092." Heniged with. Sa Bhaukat's 
Cabinet in Mani 180° Ela Trost ut he 
kainber of depuien November 100 ater ele 
‘iano Sonia Stata Heappotntd Minster of 
Delsac fn Peleaary 164, reaped ih dana 
Milas ‘Caowt fu Agia 0" eect 
Preaiento'te Chamber in Deena 108" Apain 
inte Mister or Defense inSain Mae 
ont in Meh 198, tot reign wii ihn a 
Gina. iaeVelng only" twee dase. tn eee 
Get te Cher Anse. SS jane 
the Oppeiion Tal hy Tanita Madlal‘Xppeinta 
oclpal private seetary i the Palas in Sep 
sei 
“Appanted. Diwtor-Gaoara of ts 
Fema Afsirs by Ne 


88. Ran/-al-Bahrani. 

A Shits of Taga, torn about 2807, Cnwduated 
at the Bagdad Law School and wan appoitted to» 
‘Sleical pont bn the Ministry of Finaaen, whore he 
tome to be Acoountent-General (pot altogether by 
‘merit. Appointed Minister for Finance ia, Yasin 
Pasha's Cabinet iy March 1085 

"Resigned October 1880, 

Appuinted Director-General of Customs and 
Hicton Januaey THK.” Became Ministor of Finance 
in February 1940 nnd of Social AMais In March, 

with "Tashi AR oil his ‘Cabinet in 
January 11 and joined Rashid Al's rebel Govern 
tent fn Ape 1041, Fld to Tolran when Beh 
top aged toward the end of M0 
TOA and war arrested by tho Brith Tomes wi 
° Persia in Avgust. “After w period of detes- 
‘Gon it Alwnue be was went to Sothnen Rhodona in 
December WHI to be intered, ‘Seat back Tor eal 
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in Magch 1044 and in Avguat 1944 condemned to 
three years’ hart labotar sd sequestration of al hie 
property 


8%. Ravj-al-Chadirehi, 

‘Sunol of Beyiad. Ho wae Mayor of Bagdad at 
ie ofthe wing Nay Set od ed 
feat deal of person! wnpopolarty eres” at 
er"'Beeinslorly” before tbe sevupation, wad 
trabenqueily” went to Smiteerlan, returing 
Baga io tho summer f 193 up to whine time 
Ireiion to rotum had boon seine hit. Speaks 
French, nga and German well. Ho. wth op 
rectice aa burrter ood consort. fwoch- with 
Tintin ofan” Fle took no port inthe Notional 
ittation;rwverteleen when his father wae deperted 
te Conetontwople in Aon, wae asd to oturn 
with hi Se cous back 1621 and ested ie 
Teal work without taking ny par i paltien He 
hoe won of the mineer of foroign frm hands 
wing to. hie Anowloige. of Engi, He se io 
Ringo onn vn 


‘trongly oppomal to the passage uf the treaty whos 
‘ivenlinente pi ed 


Novemier 1000" raqt Minter te’ Ange atts 
100, Resigtine = ae Mininter Angors in. 


‘Appointed. Innqh Miniter 
100d" and procandt to 
Tei March 3640 
weber he fe 


eat taely in 1097 
‘omnained in Fngland, 
well-paid at with ube Teng 


rt ikonbte and intelligent 


88, Rawal: Kubais 
tinal of Kabel ewig Noy 1888 
‘Sidhe 1010 we dwt rte eayng ander 
Puan O10 aa i atl work heeying oder 
Aetire the advent of the. Fromeh in duly. ean 
Tet ‘ae’ unr ihe Peake pets. 
Togas Pohrvery ell, Mere "spotted 
Knlakem ot Way in Norowhae Wa, bee ee 
‘aed Suns pel 
Sirens’ Naot rapa potted 
ion nr i ka ey 
jet art pollen Apptated Matec ot 
ft ry 1980. Danae for ine 
‘peintnt Deuter of Auge 
1 AM sod Dora Contain 
Mineci if Baplad November 1908. and 
Diretaenral of at Ao 18h, "Neigh 
2 Reapraoted Dirctr-Oonera of Atal in Noven- 
ter 104 hy Si Said = 


50, Rast Channam 

yen of Haplad journalist Owner ob A 

‘A Christian. Proletsh backer of rs Said. "Hs 
Toe Bagdal fm the 1042 Asem 
Sony, Rafal Hut. bot 


‘of the. proftners and. opportuniate” 
Failed to waa Britain as one ofthe 
Tag Joursalinty, attamn 1045, 


90, Sabih Najib, 

‘Born 1002 Caseited to the Turkish army in 1012. 
Joined Iraqi army 102K, and reached the rank of 
Weutenant-colonel 1029." Panel « stat course ia 
ela ad sxe ting eae Comandante 
Iraqi Stall College in Bagdad. Speaks Englah and 
French and some (German. Appnted Director: 

eral of Police in March 1981." Represented Troq 
‘0 the Syria Frootier Delimitation Coromiason 
{a 1068.""Appointed eounselln, Berlin June 15. 
‘Transferred. to Geneva ox Imgi delegate to the 
Teague of Nations 1a November 1685, 

le was appointed Director-General cf the Ministery 
foe Fein Aiur So Dern 17, with the 
of Minister Plenipotentiary 

Made “Minister for Welenea in October 1958 
Romigued with Uhe whole Jaroilai Madtat Cabinet 
‘the 2h December, 188, 

‘Tend by eourkroaetial fo February 40 fie being 
to seoemney lo the murder of Husa “Hadar, 
Minister of Ncquitted ge this charge and 
‘silenced ts coe year's iofeimaeieat for having 
‘mod inalting language ‘when opesking of the 


erntaet ata weni-pabhe_ gubering, Was 
re ty th Sogct Ser ming only» Wow 


THeieved of hie appointineat in February 1048 and 
‘unt seins to lo living i hia person tn Turkey 
‘Woe retired fro the wervice In August’ 1044, 


01, Sadignal-Baonam 
‘ihiah of Hsgdod, Born 1909, Graduated st the 
Hog 


‘and heeama Miniter of Yaveation in Yasin Pasba's 
Cabinet tn Soptonier II. Reigued in Octalwe 


Keonomier in September 1090. "Joined the Cabinet 
for by Hash Alin Mare 40 me Miniter 
‘enigned with the whale Cabinet in January 1041 
"Tremighoot the disturbances of TO he Forained 
Inactive and was tuade Minister of Juice in Nut 
Suid Cabinet fn Orteber 1041 
Resigned February 1902 
Appanted an nafcial member of the Board of 
Pdvoation in Apel 1940 
ia hittin Mitr of Commnicaton ud Werk 
December 104% Resigned with the whole of Nur 
Sal's Cabinet in June 1068 


92. Salah-al-Din Ali-at- 


‘Gnsetied 
Has dene 
‘ltachead 


49 


1940, and, in cowpans. with Rashid Ali, brought 
About the coup flat of the Iet Apeil, 1041. He 
Bed to Tehran with Rashid Ali at the end of Moy 
YOU and evaded rest and disappeared shen 
Besta forore entered Praia in August 

“Turned up again io Turkey iu February 1942 and 
fas placed under strict pobon supervision hy the 
Teskih authuction ‘The Iraq Governivent's request 
Ihe his extradition wee reftsed. Negotiations are 
fw, in IDA, in progress fr him to be handed over. 


93. Salman-al-Barrak. 
‘Shiah and « tribal notable of Hilah, Minister of 


hms Minter of Resnomice in Noveber 
i 

Wiected Presideat of the Chatsber of Depation ia 
Deowmbor 1043, but returned. to tbe Cabinet ax 
Minister af Ecooorsice at the end of the same sont 
Teepe with the wie of Nort Pasa's Cabot 19 
nA 


4, Salman-al-Shaikh Daud. 

Sunni, Bor Bagdad about 1000, Son uf Sheikh 
Abwuad:-Sheikhs Deud (9-6) 

‘A lawyer with © large sind a fegoatul 
Perwiality, “Given to woinen and drink, ut 
atneh supporter of demnacrady. The was the fit 
froma of note in Trnq who openty ail tadeyndontly 
Mtarked the Ave i tprelon ad press aricln 

Fiected's Depaty. tn Oetuber 1048 and wan 
remineat in Acton a gre of Nuri Fase's 

ernment. Arak News. Agauey” repromantatve 
Fnvited to, vit Brtain na. & rowmibr of Oe Teal 
Jarnalite® delngatioa, uta 1048 


95, Salih Jabr, 
‘hia lawyer of Najaf, borm about 1400. Kamplased 
fog mn an fo, “Fave Dey Fobra, 
Teena Agu 
ent aber of 


Hesigned Feiruaty 10M, Kleted Deputy fr 
Manta December 14 Aywinied Mule of 
Karbala ln Ayeil 1985, where he proved woceesafil 
In Octaber IH he newepted the portal of Fuaticn 
( Hikat Sulaivoan's Cabinet. Resigned ti Tune 
Gives the Fuphrates dnturtanoes and went away for 
tereral montine” Te retirsed when Javea Madfal 


Dienniynh Jone 1640,” Mfsiater for Social 
Yebirsary 1940.” Hesigned in March 1040, 

‘Apprnted Motenssrif of Tacrn in Juno 1040, 
Sopp the Reset when i Boy Higboes ed 

in April 1041 o exenpe fre Rashid All and 

‘he Galen Baga." For find 
introwly eecaped « heavy sentence. He. 
{tel released 80 eonditlon that he left the country 
Who withdrew to Tehran aod tetrad in June 1041 
fatter the fall of Rashid AK. Aypousted Mivister of 
Taterioe atid Acting Minister for Porwign Afare in 
the Cabinet femed by Nuri Said to October 141 

“Appointed Minister of Finatie ia Octaber 1042 
with the epecial texk of finding wilutions for the 
Country's eecoorie dificultien 

‘Ded bot core up to expectations atl a Tune 1043. 
the wan rettiraed 40 the Interce Revie from the 
Cabinet In October 1040 

"He  tmarried to 9 strong.sninded tribal worman of 
Hilla, ‘who. causes ber Inaband much trootle by 
lnterirring in the tribal polities af Hille Tawa 

‘ined the Cabinet ‘of Harodial-Pacbachl as 
Minister of Finance in June 1044. Took on partfelio 
of Daleace in August }014 when Tabein AN refused 


[30018] 


to diam senile officers ax part of the scheme for 
‘organi te stay, Uti the eshte Cabinet 
Te took up. Suppliey, only to bund. thera over ia 
Doerr" 10d nod’ i tow back in inane, 
Darig th abeetoe of Handi Pashacht, the Premier 
he bas acted for hiv, Opmion I ivided ox to ie 
SSatinente towaris the Bah nod ther ae not 
{ching thowe wh. prophesy that he. wil bead the 
Pa Moist rotateh obvi Beh intoenen 


96. Sami Shawkat. 

‘Bora Bagdad 1608, Sunni. Brother ot Najl 
‘Shahat. Graduated Military Collage of Msicin 
Constantinople, 1918. Joioed the Arab army ia 83 
Jn 1010. -Appsinted to Iraqi Health Serviee 121 and 
stubeeqtcntly werved for several sear un Dirveto 
Goneral of Fdvention. Tiecatne Director-General of 
Public Health in 1006. An ardent Aras Netiwalat 

“Appelt Direvter-eteral of Flvatlon in Mare 

IP Fe han done rch Wr Hnerease villas ew 
{don In the’ secoudary ehoola.eoanie the first 
Ministor for Social Allaire ln Beptower 1900 and. 
Minister for Yalveation in Febrvnty 4040, Keaigied 
in March with whole Cabinet und wie reappointed 
Director-General of Kadueation in April 1040. 

Telained his position throughout the distur 
‘of 1041. and gurvived. eubaoqui 
atieved by many to ave pron Teast but 
tho himeall stoully deaiea these allegations.» Hows 
fever thin maybe oe has de Uitte hima to 
‘rudieate pr Wash sentiment from the Trwql eden 
om spate 
“Appintad Dirvotor-General of Socin) Aas and 
Health in Jonoary 1040 


97. Shakir-al-Na’am 
“edi 


Nite trouble with tho Motasarst of the Near 
tn for paling wre nh paps ring 
{i lta cupply ditellon methods fo wae tl 

4 cones wi ete ut he naked er sb 
Inatrocticay i rings hw would have 
Aken the “nutter further, The” invirvetione ih 
rig wert thing. to th ie 
tte Toon thea eee ty he 
Mutasaref. Agel frond of Brain. Inv 

Wait tan sen torne of he Teng joroalets™ 
‘Wggation, muta 1043. 


98. Shakir-al-Wadi. 

‘ana ofDyptad bor YOK eater of Jaci 
Walt 'Sorved ou nn eer the Fusion dom 
O18 tothe auintice sped he rat ny in 1. 
Copan 1938 tn 109 he won ated tr taining 
{o otous uta in England, and in 1000". wns 
Fmd psd ty oecun Nk 

‘ied He wt King Foon ea! diring Tie 
Mayet Stste vt to Hand Sn 1968. Promatd 
Ienaetotnol ts 1008" and attended the Sta 
Calege sour, Returns to Taq 10900 wae 
Sppasted 180.1 in the Kis Dicom of whieh 
Whe S's was the GLO. He was tight had 
fran to Bak i the etary resol of October 1980, 
Hew tatelliget, copahie’ od wnhitions, After 
Tske’ Sidq's murder: In Aogont 1997 bo. an 
Appsited itary attaché ta and, but» few 
Pete tater hear died ‘and paced ct 
rd 

‘Hone tom Baad Dceinter 1008 for 
intnguer agate Tarifa Mattos Goverment bt 

ca vo rota January 100 oft Noval. 
as fre 8 Goverment. Appointed to the 
‘erviow tn Tune “HO to wecond 
F Lagat Tote 
ie bhve done well aud kept Yo 
vith Hie Majety's Engin Talon, 
x 






















































































he sins to hav sel te the blandish- 
Imeota and bribes of the Geman Legation ads 
‘chargé Waftaires daring Apel and May TA,’ be 
‘dutifully caered out instructions eet we hit) by 
Rashid Al's Government. ‘Deed Foidart who wna 

pointed winister at Tehran in June 104%, wan 
itked te hrep  oloae wate oe Shaki 

‘Appointed consul at Tervaale ia Nowe 
‘Tranafeerol London in October 


oe 104 


90, Sufageaa jit 
Of tha hatwnat Fatba trite. Born about 1910, 
Beirat Vaivenits”Onte spake Englah 
forgetting We Eldest so of Shaikh. 
aroun ahwiky of 0 

irq i tha ear 
‘hed in Novober 1040 "AAT neque alt noney 
‘elaine with the BOD, Company” nod 
ping labaut to the rikwuys wh te ie 


Ydvow 


Sufun's. younger lather, Ahmed (horw abet 
at ined 


loaiesbip. bt th. quarrel 
sho fit” nowy a 
n 


in 1042 be obtaiont « nu 
he Thvtah 


a 
ther oer et i Gel hte 
Pobre tot wrested 
itt oir eee 
Wit a nee" drt 
i mars te 
a i ea eae 
tere tonauhepanea cata 
ssa ahs eigeece nae 
Sie kh ep 
Serr eerie 

AT stra Seca nasy 
fc anon Vey eeu eae 


Scicrm oes 
special he Mego." Bafg, wh aby lh 
sree cre rcreeerr 
pia a ancora es 
Seg 
Eooeannimeaiman ie 
Gieunreratatonriaae ues 
Secoceneees 
spteacsicnaeass ote 
eh 
aeraceaee 


100. Tahsin al Askari, 


To am teen Direct Geert of 
Tinigaton. When his brother Jafar-ab Askar won 
sera hy ofeor of Bake Sid's wat ot ine 
‘the later’ soup d'Btt tn Oster 10 heft the 
folder ned spot th Sete is cr 

es ei e 
Toho ‘he an’ appotad eam the tnt 


30 


Legation in Cairo and ‘became minister in Over 
TOIL. “Te October 1082 he wag recalled by bis 
brotheesia-lae Nor Said 0 becoene Minister of She 

He is devetnd fo the Pas-Arsb cause but at the 
‘sane time well disposed towards Oreat Brita aad 
the Angler Allene: 

“TYwoslermed to the Miniatey of Comianseations 
‘nd Works ta Sune 1948. und noted ex Minister for 
orig Afr nomen 048 ey 


101. Taha-ol- Hashim 
Tate Yaxel-Hashini Born 1688 
Sealine ry a wa pn 2 
wn diving the war" Wee'given © 
‘nthe Trinh (euoral Stay Consietninepe tn 
‘Wan, bt returned wr Ragdad Ta. 1922 tap the 
Trsal ariny, ‘aod ‘yas ‘ft tne’ appetoted” Otter 
Conungoding Troops tn Mean,” Aphened Chit of 
the Geral Sat wed es iin Hes Whe 
ince te Tory tn Slay or he 
undaryogetiatains wit the Turhh Carermmemt 
whieh bllowed he ir 
Lscmanee. The post 


In Soptowber 125 he tems sppeinted Act 
DieotrLomeral of Ydocation in ain Yo hie 
other uti 


Biacted Depaty for Hapiad in Decemne I 
Oppened Fawil ak Media's Catdnet in oe Chamber 
‘Worked setively on the ewmmilice afte Palatine 
Datence League in 1084” 'On the 25th Deserber, 
184, in collaboration wth Capersl Htewain Yass, 
ho organised u walitary demonstration wgainat J 

aL Andta's Government. a teen Mia. 
Deleon in tho Cabinet which Noreal-8asd formed 
‘shan JumilabMadfat resigned. Hecaue «Deport 
Kor Mal i tho election of Fue 10ers 
the portflioof Titonee in the Cabinet fewsel by 
Haahid Alia Febeynry 1940. 

Resigned ‘in Janary 1041 with moat af the 
members of ‘Tait Al's Cabinet. endo the 
1st Vabronty muceneded the later ne Prin Mnlater 
{nscale te ery atonpted. obra 
‘he power of th military eliyie wielding TOA 
Ise atl Rabid AU had flowed to dou wot 
the army but the Cabinet” They dedd, bie and 
overthrew hira and his Cabinet ater f had enjoyed 
‘ice for only Iwo tocol. Tah Pasha tbereapos 
eat 10 Turkey, where be romaived’ Ubroupl 
Washid Al's rebel Nimo. Whee the 
heen restored Taha 


“He wan sill Turkey in May 2944 
102 Tahsin Ali. 
A Sunni Mower torn 


sand after the fat of ‘ined King Hanis of 


ou 


i ge ne anton cba 
ss pe ic ater eb 
Sar tee ra 
Bree ee cena 
Ss SR ee tees 
Seed 
a 
eel 1927 and ale gee Sako 3 
Seta eases 
Sf iets hen sere 
Ree ood 
be 


ons in "August 1944 aod Goally dropped trom the 
slutgethee atthe ead of Vat tot 


103. Tahsin Qadri 
Sunol of Daruaacus, Horn 0. Wan with Yeleat 


t 
a 
rus appotatd at ATC. (0 tho Ki A 

Marvel the daughter srl eros of Alou Waa 
Pash "Qartat et Tawra" Apronied Maer ot 
Gemncnfesin the Palace May [ona Accompanied 
log Feisl on hie ate vn Ao England 1 
sad rceived the ROW. 

Tne 1 he oan sonata rig fra the 
Balocw om account of the sandal of the marags of 
Wines AtsaHle wou Iter ape vomaso 
tet Fn a 

‘vembur O0 Appoinied cowtl-eneral eh 
Towntay’ te Desemier 1057" Speake Tngch and 
onant aod clever. 

"Appnted Dureeter ef Coreinnie n the Minas 

wreign Aare in Fetrvary 1800 Deo 
‘uate a iat tn Say WO. 

mn Sdsy TOU, Ul al Iraq sean be wea 
Aha warded ot is ors tn Tas Al wil 
‘Pleat und is bahaviour wha trong erin 
Tee Tis sutton 

a" September TDD be wen eppoisiad hates 

etre at Danas, en the tag Govern 
Teongeiond the now Syren overgomat, "Ox the 
manaary, 10s he wan ocr mn fat Teh 
Minister Byte and oe Teton to eaide at 

there he han teen clive fa Arsh Usil 
tai altho tains ise wiaetaning ene 4 
Ret apounedXeting Deltora oe Pere 
syyuaed cing’ Dt ee 
‘Atari the sbernte of Fadil Jacl i San 
Frencnco." Appinted ‘minister in, Tehran, Jue 
184, bet to Soper wan stil i the Latuooa, 


of Teng Secret 


signatare of the Supreme Corattee 
Sovctien “Appeited Inepectr af Schools tn 1024 


et hai al oprcisen 
Miatry of East told Sire M01, when 

esses srt the regh 
re pecnted ircet af to Cosel 


November 1, Appintd consul-gnerl ot Birt 
in Agu 1987 

Withdrawn snd. diamiased. from tho service ia 
February 1M08. To rezasioed for a time to Syria, 
Dut returned to Buglad wna Nur-al-Sld foeied 9 
Cabinet io December 1038 Appointed Accountant 
Georeal in Jasusry 1890 and Director-General of 
Propaganda. Publicity, und. Brosdeanting iu May 
1Ge@, Hecwse caneilgeneral in Jerusalens May 
1640, 

Daring May 1041 he carried on 


propaganda capaiga od seal 
TEothid Al's rebel Goversment. Hl wae roc 


‘Jape and wabmequently interned 


sti British 
aly" guppatted 
id 1a 


dowple’ and tnteroatinal law in Paria In 1013 
‘became firs interpreter to the Ministry of Faw 
presented Tengo tho Aral 

in July 110.” Afte 
ato Weot to Syeia and was wppolnted judge in 


‘Minister 
tor Favontion January 1998. Prine Minister 129, 
President of the Chamber 1020 

1001. Joined 

104 we Sin 


Compirller boner) “of Aveo 
Miniigr Sor Foreign ‘Afaive i Jamllal-fndfa's 
Cabinat tn Aunt 1047, od dete Tea 
Uetegntion to he Teeague of Nations In Repene, 
‘There he. handled tho oda 
‘ate wth tat al wedi 

‘Renn represented Tew at the ange 
wwe tet 1 tran tod 
Tondon nthe esto ye dover 
There hn had conversatiis wih the Secretary of 
‘Slate for Porsgn Affairs and ith Un Sowotary ot 
‘Slate forthe Colonlen about Palestine, 

eign withthe "whole of Janibal- Mutts 
‘Cabinet she 250 Dormber, 3, na ermal 


‘Gohind in Fnbrunry 
‘Alfie and did what he 
‘the talluary elique which daring 
1040 bad cetablisbed a stennglebold ver the Gove 
iment. Was forced out office by Roahid Ali 
‘coup i Btet of Apel 1041. ‘Tried to Join the Regent 
1m Haars, but faled. He took to art in tho eves 
May and would have been asked to, join Nuri 
bigot in Octobar 1OAL IF tho fact tat hi 
brother Naji had heen summoned to stand his teal 
for treason hast not made It aifiealt to elude him. 
tein sgariewe thal he Ie not hon appointed to 
he Senate and blames Nuri Said for his exclunion, 
Hie isnot wall disponed towneds the Regent. Never 
Uelean an attempt waa toads to yet him into the 
Cae in 11 bata enact oving tothe 
The sce 188 ie raced an under. 
Manding. with I to covgperate 8 
fll mutters. But by the vod of the year hn 
‘tas reconciled to Nusi and joined the latter's ah 
Cahoe ae tn Kite in Decent 
TOLL He was woleuily allacked both ja Parlitnent 
and outside, and thn legality of bis now was called 
‘question. ‘Tsigned tn March 1044, whon a Jligh 
Court was appointed fo. consider the constitutional 
{alidty of the appointment of a” Deputy Prine 
Minister. Wont to San Francisco Cont cr 
his return. apyointed Chairman of the Besnom 
Committee of the Arab League, 
x2 
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vhiy Wahbi Maroof. 
187, Educated Sula 

ied trom Turkish 

Miltary College ia 1904, und thereafter served ia 


tions “in European” Turkey 
NM-18, fehl 
2 


igimental 


‘ttitule becuase. pro. 

‘conduct insposaibl, He rotted 

to Dagiad naad reentersd the any, sod with the 
nk of colonel beeaine Conuandant ofthe Military 
120 he wna sect om & ecurse 


sppointed me Mutewarit of 
fy atl July, when os the 
son trouble he a Fe 


‘ie 
of the cperations neni Haabid Al, ‘Tauihy Wah 
‘esi from Governnnat serve, tok Pontion 
tnado a combtale bruno ba 2 oneioe 
lal Fores 

Tn Jone 10M he wee apprinied. Miniater of 
Keonoiies in anal Paehach’s Cabinet, in which 
sapacity ho ne toured. the, worth to vestige 
Dosble rll ad develimgnia. Th wee lands 
‘ving to he ‘he Diootr ofthe Boon 
Finraey Serviee was eogaged to prepare» compe, 
hae! erry ib noma 
forwatry. in Kuwditon. othe. oun -Kerdiah 
‘nlnails and bots plea rato an 
adualian, "thie tilyonce nthe et 
Mit 

“Tautg Wabbi ie Keonly Interested in Kislah 
sul hn dete ah i earning 
‘he ordi Iangunge, He has piven valuntlo help 
{o the Pubiie Relasoon Departament inthe prlie 
tion propognida Ia Kura 


107. Thabie Abdul Nur. 
orn 100. Son of Avie Aidul Nur « prominent 
nsatite Christan of Mowat Ile War fhvitened 
Nikole.” Was an ofteae iy the ‘Turkiat army. 
‘embeded vines ahd ed to ya to fn Sheet 
tren At thin ime he changes hia name to Thad 
became'n: Moat an) verted the pig 
Mecea. ‘Came’ ta Bopdd tS 
\vecame prominent in extreine Nationals police 
Elected Papa for Monn reser election of 1th 
And appointed Dieeotor of Of Afuirs tn the Ministry 
{80 Eeonnmice and. Conmninicalions to une O01 
‘Tho at was abslahed In Mar 1008. Tee in 
10 for wisapproprinting the fds of the Agricul. 
tara Exhibition (Apa HE). bt acted 
‘Appeinted counsellor in the Tra Legation 
Laat Dect 1. "Thi pata Soe 
tnd he was appointed Iraqi Oil Represeetate. ty 
Uandom n July 1084. Appointed ‘Disector tO 
tie inthe Mat of 
cation Supe 


the King of the Yersen 

Hie was on leave in Germany on the outhreal of 
war it September 1800 anil chose ts remain there 
rather than return to Traq. It beloved that he 


Gradual a the Boga Lo 
College 1918," Appointed Jaden, ‘Khaniapn 1018: 
Baqubah 1014; of the outbreak of the war joined 
the Resceve Oricers’ School nad wes nated Publis 
Promecator fo the Militars Court, Bagdad, Appointed 
Yoige, Civil Courts, Kirke 10a; Anil 12) Riko 
sat Vi Gisil Courts, Mosul 10: 


oto Rebs Mitt Kut ae 
sara Livan; Administrative Togpecter 1081; Mee 
sari ul wal Law 

‘Hold ether Ooreenteot fate vp to Angus 199% 
hen be wan. tad Wo be Thier Greer ab 
Ttevanues, “eguine 1 Mister af Eaopnnice aad 
Coumunicatons in Deewber 198 in the’ Cabinet 
or Ninel Sai 

Male’ Sor Apt 100, Miniter af Inter 
iy Seplomtee 1000 aul Acting Minister af Sustene 
Febwtary” 104 Joined Masha Al 
Man 1040 ae Minister if Cin 
Work 

Ketigoed. in January 104i wiih mont of ie 
colleogwen ha potent ino Kanhid Als ye Aue 
ral 

Sihce November 1641 fe he. bee an act 
‘umm af esters nthe Sonate 

“Appnted Minister at the Tateroe iy 
Caldet in Devote 1344" Resigned wk 
‘o€ Non id's Cabinet tn Juno ea 


109. Yahya Quesio, 
Age. Aneta) erreg,Blate Rain 
nDloyen Ts the wu aa ppieae oft ha 
He in Mnlawd on i tard to the 
wl Pied ts 4 
(iit a the oer Bal 


(Hounos ofthe Nation) Bctet 
me lod inthe publishing of «secret 
Walon! paper callad A! Skyrara which eeaned 
cation wiine Lime age, It haa mot eon conferred 
hat he ie connested with the present act 
clandestine pamphlet tt Quite, although there 
bean soporte ta that elect 
‘At 9 rent of his tuedling in politioe—ineling 
phi, tor which he wos 


‘by Yahga'e. felow 
Socaliate =" Dridls Linpetalist. concern he. te 
somewhat sibittersl wpsinat the Brita He jean 
2etive member of » groop of wdyurates hyn to have. 
‘advised the Railway Cain to sttke. There ane 
rounds for Valieving that bo haw tesa. tinge 
‘itaidios for his paper fran the Russias 


NO. Yunis Bahri, 
orn about 1004. ‘OF the Jobur tribe of Meal 
From his early days Ie ha beets wil Racor fe hi 
lunprincipied charncter wed” tansoral private Ue 
rom 1023 to'1035 he held sainor clare peat i 
Goveeninent fies. “Isr June IMM be went on 
urney roeed the work and wan” repainted 
‘detitote from Paris wher baring served w term of 
imprvcnmeet fr eindeneasar twee 1029 
UR te travelled ia Arab coumtrien, Inchofing 
‘Tepok. Tunis and the Hadhramaut. and slay Seven 
Trulia Afghaniston and Iran. "On hia return to Iraq, 
he took up Journalim and. gave hie support to 
‘extreaie nationalism. Ue also publabed 6 howe 


Pepee called AI gab, He was subsidign jn 1085-98 
No publish articles favouring the Hallan conquest of 
i 166 fw ald ise to tbe German 

Bertin aid co 

of the Bed 


Ti this position he hae hoen very succemfl, nd 
bie Droodcaate were « powerful instrument of Gi 


TE fe oping of 1062 be“ wept of the 


i rumoured that he was put 
‘atep is Germany 


IW, Yusuf Gha 
hitter and bardwein 
bom shout 19 
eb tinea frely with Monin nd 
ioe Finance te January 1028, ner 
try ad ability we rapporteur at 
‘Commitee of the Chamber 


Apyeinted 
“Hecerl af Revennes ia the Miswley of 
Fite Dewember 103, and Direstor-General of 


An Ministry ip 3888, Bacame Minister for Finance 
fn'AtJaudst's Cabinet in August 1064.  Mosigued 
wish the wt Cabinet in brary 186. Apponsted 
Director General of Fiance in Jane 1088 

"Appeinted.ganeral manager of the Agricultura: 
Tuna Bosk tn Decenber 2898 

Vata Dt f Anigan a 
Sovenbee 1941, To Soly 1084 appointed Director. 
SSeeor"ot Supplies and Prone of Poxt War 
Planing, Commitee, aad be beeare Micitet of 
Sappties a ove c 
inaftetted down to secepting supe controle 
‘tioning hae acim tore efblive in acing the 
‘awuver atthe end of the supa ie 


us -Di 

Ugcaa Mata ec ak,» Kor of uli 
Stud ste dager 
‘Onna poerty a gta, 
eat oealy end 
tiki he 

Sick nH Hee 6 ounce opera 

2) an es prota sant rr eer 

Mepis Ma hace Dives eae ot 

Hand Seetnent dune 1084 Accountant ener 

dene. 

itt Bains 

Aatened ily 181k of fn Sgt, 

‘Tate Calncs ple oy Oe Bape wad wh 

ike Site ntvoee over the fae Minne, 


Obituary vince teat Report 


Yahni-l- Afar 
‘Sak bine 
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CHAPTER I1J.—PERSIA, 


(E 4870/4870/98) No. 7. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Recei 
(Mo 229. Condential} a i acs 


ir, Tehran, 8th June, 1946. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 273 of the Ist July, 1044. T have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith a report on heads of missions at Tehran, 
Thave, &e, 
RW. BULLARD. 


Enolosare in No. 7 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Tehran. 


(Paragraphs marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports) 


Afghanistan, China. 
AAmbaaaador: E Mobained Hyder Khan Attuatdee: Me 1TH te 
Homa” (h Tanoary, 1008} ‘SH Jone 1012: Mnibasedor: Ta Stay, AOU) 
wan ne mfr Aout "Me Td the fiat Chine Muses We Pea 
oni vein Changs in 1h ud arte tc 
Hr ati Nae tse 1h 
tile Kagan. Wile in four yeare In Louden Sele 
inhe bot elourleus” (Waite in TOL) 
leroae nn is 
on Mehl 


M. Rgbors Grefle, (7th January, 


obs oer A dpa 
ngian nage verviee 


ent Cal ‘nd Boat ad 
tage cll thie leads 80 Cepehoslorakia 
re 7 
Ven the King of the Belgians surrendered to the Miblster: M. Josef ME. Kaden. (14th Apel, 1043, 
sie re, tah Senay, Het ae, Cohn at Cal 
Sapeneh eee ee jenarl in Jorvniom far wave Sear le ses 
‘antinvel o do wn apte af the dafeat of France. Mite to Ingratite  hinmell with everyune he 
‘Graaff bas boon io cleser touch with the Shah "eet wri ae ——. stage diplomat. Me ie 
Met totaly oe hoSog and tama pashines eg aol 8 wpe sop. dnehtr (aay abe) 
ha : fe og and tule pon wi tt ai vie erty” apes gue 
ways hn pepty offre, ME" Grice Te sbaeat Bnglioh and ecm genuinely gratohal tthe 
{oe Tong eral on Holiday in Beypt oe oa the fa for the part they played when Pratee 
Caplan or this other pont in Haga Foe the ast SRP (Witten in 1048) 
ix tute he has been very ill and i ie not Dot seem altogether happy at the 
tartan hat “he wil over recover ful” worklng béErienoe which hie country a obliged to sare 
‘capacity. Too long residence ut this high altitads, “ards the Soviet Government 
Sint aioty shoot hin sounry sadn ¢ st 
Heim, may have sxatrbate tothe decline of his Denmark. 


MC Onset scolleot Boglish, as does bin (Ait wane 


Fenatnark 
wile, who behalf American. (Written in 1044) 


Brazil. 
Miniter: M. Renato de Ie Senda Lago. 
(ted July 1946) 


to hn c4 
league which hea in ‘Sve nf the men ih the Denish comes 


tee thi he has nothing volun oserrein the Aled free ar ver) 
= Tooth he Ignored telegram fon bis Gowerone 
“Tolle Bogs wall, Besides Prine Instructing Bien to work withthe Cerman Togiion 


55, 


hes, tat nally obeyed instructions to inform the 
Legation that be eegarded tis legation 
Beutral (Written in 1091), 
THis malntaioed clone relations with the Allied 
cma, and ater the signature of the. Anglon 
Sort Persian Treats, when it was ceriain thal 
‘var finally in the Allied ort, he adhered 
fiialy to the Free Danish movement and brought 
tim whale cxmmueity with hin. (Written io 1942) 
"Those to whom M. Fensioark pours out bis 
ffvabies often find bien tacking in 8 seman wf props 
igo. Tile coonmmusity bs nom split ink tw 
foe sd agioa the legato, sod’ althoogh 
‘he dcilente are oot an advlrable band, 
Probable tnt HMC Peramark had been more 
Senable und less authoritarian be sight have bald 
he community teeth 


Eaypt 
Aaesadee: Malmo Sait Pada. (4h Ape, 
wu) 


Thrw shov( 1600 Vinebed hie education 

aa whch hath hapa 

thaws pepe i the nly evtaliaed yen 

Tegan in Len lore years. lot pat 

Wor that fend othe Protea in the Stine 

T'Vercigh Aas Cains Tle so a fe and 
Meret B) hove bees imeditely ppl 

Mine Site wlatad to Oe Quorn of Egy Hor 

‘eigen ban ve edly 

tea ona a th 

femnpanncai, om meal 

Fata ith a saete fave hej her gear 

‘Sabie Pate ie ot x ret bat be very 
yen san» Heaiag premio f trek 
‘reat 


France. 

Delegate af the Proweh Coumitter of National 
Liternion : MPiere Lafond, (2h Mare, 1044) 
AE Latond was bore probably about 1906, 1 
ough the HOU wor and chen catered the 

athe norvice. Ho reluroed tthe aresy ka 
109, but afte the defeat af France he obtained at 
Apriniment in Tunisia is open antagenian 10 
Viehy cane itm to be arrested hy. the Germans. 
so tent hark to Prance, whonce he ewcaped back to 
ler Vi vccupation wt North Atson by the 

Me. 


‘Fru alt Titish sures we have good reports ot 
1M. Tintond. "He te rather effvave le noguage, but 
‘hot the lew sincere for that. Die is wn 

sod 


‘iploenatie, corp 
Tage family ie wil in Turia, (Written in 1944) 


Greece. 

‘Chargd d’AMiiros: M. Georges Coustas, (18th 
September, 1948) 

"EAC Couche the ra of ist sseretary though 
lah he sod his wife thisk that he ought toe a 
Minister" Agreonbe but vain nbd with po character, 
Hie wife, « Gresk from Iatabtvl, ls youre and very 
say” (Written in 1944) 


Holy See. 
‘Appalio Delegate : Vacant 
‘Secrelary? Monscigoear Pirrw Pavani, lain 
charge 


rag. 
folater: M. Tahsin: Qua 

‘The ogrment has hee given forthe present 
Minister fn the Leyunt States. ME Tabu Qua 


rat bere 
IM. Hachion Rhalit is Chara’ d'Afaiee al intr 
(30018) 


Netherlands. 

‘Charpb Affaires ad interim : Joakbeer de Braww. 
(Usk Bareh, 1982) 

"Canoe lee from Sima, where be beld 8 consular 
pot. He ond bis wie, who both talk English well, 
Bre very friendly. “They bave an woly son inthe 
Nexhorland foroes in England 

Sik de Brouw is not a great character, but as he 
thas nothing to do thie dove ct auater: (Weitten 
in 10M), 


Poland. 
Minister: Vaca 
M, Witold Okoasht i Chargé ‘Aires 


Soviet Union. 
‘Ambmasadoe’" ML MURball Aleeevteh, Maino 
dimer appa Foren 
aims appeatioest ey Amiinardor wos 
Mie coualiet Wo the Borin 
edt. rceved Con 
Mikal, who ttre 
MN" aner three moot 

M.Afasimor wos brn shout 1600, Mo yerved for 
eter youre in Alghnsintan sod) ne then fer 
Several fern somilspeveral tn Moshed. whore 
Myjaty crm gut tm well wih Mi He 

{nike Persian well and le bapuning to lear Bg 
BL Maxtor. hae te. reputation ef being an 
caceedingy ouuning an tod of being. tally 
Feoponal tor the ecient w tombe of pre 
Fictalag ne po-Commnuniat Deputies to Hho Mote 
ud “T belles tha ths reputation a deserved, 
Roverthelom Mt Maximo fe witneos ke od by 
‘uGotently wot intarmed abut Persia beable ta 
‘dive an cision withoot ear, and, anh be sibo 
Snosng sl eon Gen a «fal My be tne goa 8 
‘ove Sllagoe os one ell enoct to havo fo thie 


‘an Arbo ‘conned 
Waadnewelve. Ife would whe. «Yoo 
Proseewtor i Russa 

bout az am Avibpseor be baa shown Dime 
{petty Ulokater and shometeraly dishonest 


Sweden, 
‘Chrys A?AMinen i interim Des, Saving. 


Switzerland. 
‘Clanal d'Addiror= M. CharlessEdounrd de Bavier 


in Aen rng ha sat ade 
Ising strained vie eutriy y hiding In 
uss Hetish oer wo Veena 
{odeath fy the Germapa Talla Ragin well As 
ie ool jt sive eta be ad ot Mn 
‘icep shat he scr ltt and ery fel 


Turkey. 
‘Asati: M, Kemal Kroprald, (24th May, 
y 


4a) 
orn aboot 1800. His ast post was Kabol. Hips 
had somo experience of Persia ax tember of 's 
Ablegation which negotinted an one ten 
i ago. Has ooly just arrived. Seems friendly 
‘bot highly tteligeot. "Talks very fair English 


United States. 
Arabasador= Me, Wallne Murray. (4h June, 
ct) 
tag a th Chie ats Lega in hia the 
= 


‘entice and is beloved to have acquired st 
time sentimental affection for Persia and 


ed 







































































‘ep sospicion of Britiah imperialist alma ta Persia. sctio t Maral Tit bat ie very diacreek, Beside 


Siote'then te has beet wmiployed inthe scctiso of Pregeh te eB 
soi ection of Propet: knows « litle Pagiab 
the Sate Depart fee el the ‘The ets Pullen! Repreeentative in Belgrade 
alter «vite ts Loud acy ta Tse, Becta Pen ae Me teen apetne 
wc with the Foreign Offic ll questions rating 
to "the “Middle East Mee Surral seened to, be 
tt copernting’ with un, ade 


his fear of Ruin exiles ny Moscow 


Be 
once 

argé d'Aflaires ad interim: M. Dragos ated Saas 

Bora ebook 1010. A Beth,” Colouricas But agree- toca of his Hine x peak ln Meacow When 

le, Does not sevm to approve the inore robust 1046) ony 


a eS 
(B 4900/22/98) No. 8 
Sir RBullard to Mr. Bden—{Receiced 10th July) 


" Tehran, 20h June, 1945. 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith three copies o r 
{stahan Province: prepared by His Majesty's Cons at Iafaban, Mee A. ashe 


1 am sending copies of the same report to the Resident Minister in C: 

Secretary to the Government of India in the Exte iv Department, and 
to the Cetra Otier Commanding in-Chief, Pie ee 
2. T think you will agree that this competent and comprehensive st 
rellocts great erst on Mr. Gault, nd that M tonstitutes, with hig topece eo 
the Bakhtiari tribes, which I sent you with my despaich No, 197 "of the 
Grd May, 1944, valuable contribution to our permanent records relating to 


Persia, 
T have, &e. 
R. W. BULLARD. 
Se ae a 


Enclosure in No. 8 


A Report on the Isfahan Province by Mr. C. A. Gaul 
Hig Maferiys Conner /sfahan. z 


XI-—The Land, Agriculture and ir 
Ml—Indosry nad Commerce ame 


‘This, report has been written to place neous 
information atout Isfahan and ite surrounding district, which ¢ ae ae 
Jn the past three eart.and which I consider of permanent value for a consular 

Tt is not int 10 be exhaustiv ve useful informal 
Hpi ty t ustive but to give useful information 


Isfahan, April 1943, 


CHARLES A. GAULT. 


Andvord, (20th Apa 


ov 


Caapren —Grocrarny. 


[Nove,—Map references given are for the quarter-inch maps of Persia 
Published by the Government of India and the British army. The 
sheets of this series which cover the Isfahan province are: I-39-N, 
1-9-0, 1-39-P, 1-39-Q, 1-8-1, 1-39-U, 1-89-V, 1-39-W, H-89-C, 
H-39-D and H-39-E, } 


Isfahan lies in latitude 32° 351” and longitude 51° 30’ 38” at a mean 
bight f 5.100 feet aun sa level (Chin i the mean of observations hy Khanshol, 
St.John and Walker Floyer). 

‘The climate of Isfahan is good. ‘The summer is warm but the temperature 
rarely rises above 105°. The winter is cold and there i+ some snowfall and rain, 
but not much, for the average rainfall seldom exceeds 4 inches A disadvantage 
is the hardness of the water which is drawn from shallow wells 15 to 20 feet 
deep, of which every honse hina two. or three. “In the oping, there are often 
strong winds which bring a good deal of dust with them, In the last twenty 
Years very extensive groves of fruit and other Urae have been planted found the 
town, more especially along the river tanks to the west. Malaria. is eridemic 
among the native population, but is not. a scourge to Europeans provided normal 
Procattions are tabon: ‘This applies tp Glseates in general ench us Senge fever, 
yscatary, typbodd, typhus and the like, which ate all Us « greater or bee exlent 
endemic among the Persian populati 

‘The Isfahan province, which Ties roughly between 50 and 54 east longitude 
and $2 and 34 north latitude, under the present administrative system obtaining 
in Persia forms the tenth ‘* Ustan,” or governor-general’s province. This 

rovince comprises the following districts: Isfahan and its iismediate neighbour. 
hood: Chabar Mahal, chief place, Shahr Kurd (Q4962); Pusht Kuh, chief place, 
Arial (Qo4); Sendahntan, che plac, Landskan (VSH7), Yetidan, ‘hel 
Hee, Daran (L048), Kervan,chiel place, Najafabad (QO70s); Linjan, shiek 
lace, Falaryarjan ot Pul-i-Vargan (R101); Shahreza, chief place, Shahreza 
traris):" Kubpayed, chief place Kupaye, (M9718), Ards” chief place, 
Ardistan (M8585); Yezd, chief place, hese are the o sub-divisions 
‘of the province, but in practice the old names of districts, some in tse from the 
‘earliest days, aro still in current use by the people 

Tafahan tsa ix made up of eight dintrieta or“ buluknt,” bosides the ety 
They are Jay, Qohab, Burkhar, Marbin, Barzerud, Kararaj, Barnoon, Rudasht. 
Jay lies immediately to the cast of Isfahan, including Khuraskan (M3502) and 
a rip alo the right ban of the river from the Raj bridge donate, 

lies wd Jay to the east, including the areas on both sides of the 
isfahan-Yerd road. from Gavart (M4005) to just. beyond Gulnabad (M4808). 
Barkhar covers the plain north of Isfahan, b pining just east of the Isfahan- 

oat )) to the north and ax 

east, Marbin lies west of 
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(¥9790); 1 line runaing north to include Burajin (Urajin) (Q9527) and up to the 
Kulri-Hidakan ridge again at the Tang iD z 
CChahar Mahal i the most northerly ene an ef place, Shahr 
Kurd.” Ite moat southerly parts are the areas of Qaifarakh (0154) Sod Shamsa 
bad (Q6244). The Kiar district lies immcdiately south of Tar, and includes the 
valleys in which tie Dastena (Dasht-i-Tan) (Q4389), Shalaazar 

(Q5627), Kheraji (Q4936), Dehzak (Q633 

Mizde) is the valley lyin 

Chashmeh (Q2348), 

umbeh (QS581), Barujin (Qo 

in Qualiqa’ territory. Buldajt ( 

area south of it to the line of the A 

Poaht Kuh i a district of Bak Boe al casiprines the areas round 
Ardal (Q8424), Naghun (Q4218) and Dashtak (QU443) westwards up the Karun. 

‘The Sebichista }, also known as the Janeki Sardsir, is likewise a district of 
Bakhtiari proper and Ties south of Chahar Mahal and south-west of Tsfahc, 
Its limits are as follows : on the north the line of the Ab-i-Wanak (V7187) from 
Shamsabad (V9272) westwards to Join the Karun, and thence along that river to 
include Bars (V1369) and Saadat (V0475); the west and south, from Bars 
‘eastwards along the line of the Ab-i-Khirsan (V5855) to point V7449 where is the 
confluence of the Ab-i-Khirsan and the Rud-i-Khirsan () V9247) (according to the 
map, which is probably inaccurate): on the south the line of the Rud-i. hits 
on the east the north-south line of the Rud-i-Khirsan and the Kuh-i-Dur-Delas 

'V0268), The Sehdehistan (formerly also called the Sehnahiyeh) aomprinee three 
districts | Lurdekan (V5272), Khan-i-Mirza (V7575) and Felart (V+ 

Fereidan lies north-west of Isfahan, and its chief i lane is Daran 
(1.0433). Ths limits are: on the east the line of the Darun Kuh (Kub-i- ‘Daran, 
1,312), but including Darreh Bid (L0843) and Damaneb (1.1237), 00 the south a 
lino running from point 15306 (beight $534) south-west wards to, pasa between 
Quragach (4508) and Garmdarreh (Q4507) thence north of Latun’(Q3455) and 
south of Bardeh (Q1889) ea north-west wards to include Ki uk (UD98S) 
tand passing between peaks 10700 and 9040 just to the wert of 
north-westwards to include Maidauak Bala. (P7612) ni. Sibuk 
pase west of Chugrub (P4431) and thence northwards to pase 
Just weat of Darreh Sari (6359); on the north the Kal Dotu (7067). Fereidan 
is from south to north divided Into four di nahiyebs."” They are 
Chadegun, Tukhmagta, Varanq, Karchambo, 

Harwin Js lng abragating datict to the we of Tafahan. Its chief place 

afnbad (QO708) aril its boundaries are ar follows: on the east Katane 
(10795) on the south and west the line of mountains runn north-west from the 
Ruh-i-Pan, Ht Agptee to the Kub-i-Dare north, Gulhart oem: and 
Sultanabed (13 )); on the north-east the line of the Kuh-i-Takhtak (LA733). 
AAlw forming part of the Karvau is the district of Arabisian. lying north of 
Karvan proper. Arabistan is the district round Deh Hagg (L3649) including 
Qamishiu (18018) and Durr (12365), 

Linjan, which is divided into Upper and Lower Linjan and Garkan and 
is comequently sometimes called Linjabat, lies along both banks of the Zayandeh 
Rud above Isfahan. Its chief ge is Falarvarjon (Pul-i-Vargun; R101) and 
its limits are as follows: on the north or downstream side of the villages of 
Yordabad (R1696) and Shahabad; on the north-west Qadrijan (R0593); on the 
West oF upstream side the area of Bagh-i-Badran (Q663) (wrongly placed on 
map). Upper Linjan is. the area from Bagh-icBadran down to and ocudin 
Lin} (R1673). Garkan is the area immediately south-west of the Shah Kul 
(R2085) and including Deh Surkh (R257). 

Shahreza, formerly called Qumisheh (R4733), lies south of Isfahan on the 
Isfahan-Shiraz road. “The district is a large one and covers the smaller districts 
of Upper and Lower Semirum and Jarqooyeh, as well as that of Shahreza itself. 
Upper and Lower Semirum lie west of Shahiteza. The northern limit of Lower 
Semirum is the road from Mubarakeh (R107) to the Tang-i-Bidakun (QO103), 
hot Mubarakeh itself is in Linjan. The west boundary of Lower Semirum is 
the line of the Kuh-i-Bidakun and the eastern is the line of hills running from 
the Kuh-i-Zard (R2363) to Shabreza. Moret use of Lower Semirum lies 
Upper Semirum and Semirum village itself (W4962). On some maps there are 
two other places marked Semiram, Yazd-i-Khast (or Tzad Khast) (W75S1) amd 
Isfirjan (wsi07), These places are never known as Semirum. The western 


boundary of Upper Semirum is the line of the mountains ranning south from 
0 


Tmam Quis (V9799) and the eastern one is the lino of hills Iying to the west of 


38 


the Shahreza~Abadeh road. The southern boundary. is indeterminate, but 
probably runs roughly east-west a short way south of Semirum village. Jarqooyeh 
fies south of Rudasht und comprises the area bounded by Rahmatabad (R6775), 
Nasirabad (R751) and the villages round Hassanabad (Husseinabad) (R705), 

Qohpayeh, or as the degree sheet incorrectly spells it, Kuhpayeh (M9715), 
district, lies east of Qobab district of Isfahan itself. It includes on the west 
Sagai (M6700),on the south Harand (R9897), on the east Faizabad (N3018), on 
the north the line of the Kuh-i-Marshinan (M9133), ? 

Ardistan (M3588), comprises Jaukand (M9668), Zavareh ((69403), Karimibad 
(908), Chab Nigu (G872s), Mughar (G6711), but not Sarab (N1093). To the 
south-west the district extends op to the mountains on the other side of which 
lies the Burkhar district of Isfahan. 

Yerd covers the whole of the remainder of the 10th Ustan to the east of 
Ardistan, the Mulla Ahmad pass (also known as the Bilabad (B8318) pass) on the 

the Gavkhanch salt lake and Jarqooyeh. This 

total atea of the ustan, but as it lies outside the 

consular district it is not desoribed here, y 

itself has many sub-divisions, Officially it is now divided into 

listrits, which bear numbers only. in practice older districts 

ames, there are seventeen of them, are still iu general use, as 

follows: Bakhsh 1, Chaharsooq-i-Shirazcha, Mustahlek and Abbasabad, Shame 

bad, Chahar Bagh and Pusht-t-Mathakh. In addition there are Lunban, Juzin 
‘and Shaish, which are villages on the western edge of the town. 

Bakbsh 2. Ab. Bakbshan and Darvazeb-i-No, Bidabad, Mahallehsi-No, 
Darb-i-Kushk, Masjid-iHakim, Pusht-i-Bara, Sunbulestan, In addition, thoro 
is Talvaskun, which is a village on the northern edge of the town. 

Bakhsh 4, Maidan-i-Kohneh, Jubareh, Shahshaban. 

Bakhsh 4, Qusr-i-Munsbi, Pa-i-Quleh, 

Bakhsh 5. Julfa, Sichun and Husseinabad, which are villages on either side 
of Julfa. None of these three are reckoned aa maballehs. 

There appears to be no accurate maps showing the limite of the 10th ustan. 
Such maps as do exist are very inaccurate as regards the placing of rivers and 
Villages and show that the boindary lines of the administrative aren have been 
drawn quite arbitrarily, without any consideration of whether a boundary an 
shown is a physical possibility or not. 


‘Charren T—Hiwtony, 


‘The first mention of Isfahan in history occurs in Strabo who wpeakn 
under the name Gabse as one of the dwelling places of the Achemenian.k 
(660-880 nc.). Subsequently it was the capital of « vast province in the Parthi 
gad Sasanian epochs abd was conquered by the Arabs either in 640 or i O44, 
It remained under the Caliphate until the nme of the YOth century, when, 
with the weakening of the power of Bagdad, it fell into the hold of the Buyid 
family (sons of Bawaih) whose posserion was lator confirmed by the Caliphs, Tx 
965 ‘the city was captured and held for a time by Mohamed itn Makan of 
Khorassan, bat was later retaken by the Buyid Adud/ed-Douleh, - In 1030 the 
Buyid power had to yield to that of the Kakoyid Ala-ed-Douleh, yaseal of 
Mahmud of Ghazna, who was confirmed in the possession of the city in 1083 by 
Sultan Masud, son of Mahmud Tn 1051 the Seljuk Toghrul Bog took Isfahan 
Nothing is known of the city itself until after the time of the Arab conquest 
this time it consisted of two parts, Jay (Gabae), later called Shahristan 
city "and still the name of a district of Isfahan and Yahudiyeh—-" the 
hich later became the present city of Isfahan. Tt is suid that Yahi 
%0 called because either Nebuchadnezzar of Shins 
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original Arab type of mosque with colonnades set roand a court.’ By the begi 
Siti of the thirtenth century Jay and Yahudiyeh were dealining. ‘The Moegot 
conquest followed (1228) and although, as a result, Yabudiyeh recovered its 
prosperity, Jay never did so and dropped to the importance of a suburb. Towards 
the end of the fourteenth century Tamerlane (Timur Lang), Amir ‘Taimur 
Karekan, conquered the city, killing a large number of its people. He occupied 
the citadel of which the ruins still remain on the east side of modern Isfahan, 
called Qaleh Tabarak. There then followed the dynasties of the Black Sheep, 
Qara Qoyunla, and the White Sheep, Aq Qoyunla. “In 1501 the Safavid dynasty 
succeeded to power in north-west Persia, but it was not until 1598 that the 
greatest of ite kings, Shah Abbas I, moved his capital from Qaxvin to Isfahan 
‘and opened the best known phase of Isfahan's history. Sha Abbas set. about 
making Isfahan'a worthy capital of Persia and begau the series of public and 
private buildings which to-day remain to illustrate his vision and artistic sense 
End which embody what is beet in tbe golden age of Persian art 
among these monuments are the Chahar Bagh avenge and the Allahverdi Khan 
bridge, 1598; the Lutfullah mosque, 1603; the Ali Qapu and the Maidan-iSbab, 
ithe: Shi 106; 1612 oogun); the entrauve'to the’ mnain, barsai, 1620; 
baju bri the Hasht Behesht palace; the Madrasseh and the Caravanserai 
on the Chahar ch avenne built by the mother of Shah Sultan Hussein, 1706— 
1714; and many other lessor buildings. Shah Abbas also brought to his bew 
capital. the entire population of the Armenian town of Julfa on the Araxes, 
which had been destroyed in 1605 in the coarse of the Turco-Persian war 
‘These he settled in a newly-built suburb of Tefahan named Julfa on the opposite 
(right) tank of the river Zayandah Hol 10 hie own city’ He alo brought a 
number of the inhabitants of his native Tabriz and settled them in a quarter of 
the town still known as Abbasabad. In Jalfa the Armenians enjoyed complete 
liberty of worship and built their cathedral of St. Saviour and other churches, in 
the years from 1605 onwards. Behind Julfa, the Kuh-i-Sufeh, lie the 
ruins of the palace of Farahabad, built by the last Safavid ki ig, Shah Sultan 
Hasina Stroy by the Afghans. A the ine of Shab Als, te pata 
tion of Iafahan was eatitmated by Faropean travellers of the day at about 500,000 
souls, Julfa at the time of yt ren prosperity towards the end of the 
seventeeuth century, contained 30,000 inbabitants. With the eighteenth cent 
however. both Isfahan and Julfa declined. The Afghan invasion of 
haatoned this, The Afghans, of the Sauni sect of Islam, had revolted against 
Shab Sultan Hossein in 1709, but did not invade Persia until 1721. In a battle 
near the village of Guluabad, some fifteen miles east of Isfahan on the road to 
‘Yead, the Persians were defeated and Shab Sultan Hussein abdicated in favour 
of his conqueror, Isfahan was ravaged and its population decimated. Tt ta 
popularly said that the inhabitants of the modern Sehdeh, a large village north 
west of Tefatan, succesfully resisted the Afghane during the whole of the tine 
Asfahan. In ¥ dir ‘shal 


. course 
of the a fine buildings which had 
ted be cp ‘and many were pulled down, 


‘ath Ali SI and died there in 1834. At 
ry the eldest son of Nasir-ed-Din Shah, the Zill-ce- 
Sultan, was for many years Prince-Governor of Isfahan (1874-1007) and at one 
time re that period ruled most of southern and western Persia from Isfahan, 
Kermanshah and Shiraz being part of his dominion. He did nothing however 
to develop the place at all, and even pulled down a number of Safavi and other 
‘ancient buildings. Tn 1900 at the time of the constitutional movement in Persia, 
4 force of so-called constitution: Bakbtiaris marched on Tehran from Isfahan 
which they had previously cecupied, and with other bands from the north, were 
instrumental in securing the abdication of the reactionary Mohamed Ali Shab 
During the Great War, Isfahan was for long a contre of Gorman animes in 
Persia as a result of the activity of Dr. Pugin, agent for German dye interests, 
‘so much so. in 1915 the British and Russian communities had to be evacuated 
after the British Consul-General had been fired at and wonnded and a Russian 
protégé Killed, “In 1916 a Russian Cossack detachment re-occupied Tsfaban for 
{he allies and later in the same year a British force, the newly-ratsed South Persia 
Rifles under Brigadier-General Sykes, lay there for some time on its way to 
Shiraz. In the last twenty years Isfahan has become an industrial centre of some 
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importance in Persia. Nine lange cotton and wool spinning and weaving mills 
and several small ones have been erceted in this period largely because of Reza 
Shab’s policy of encouraging the development of industry in his dominions. He 
himself, however, is always said to have disliked Isfahan and to have visited it 
much léss frequently than other cities of equivalent size. In his reign, too, the 
town was developed by the cutting of new roads through it and the widening of 
others. ‘The restoration and preservation of most of the important buildings 
of the past was also begun by a French archmological expert, M. Godard, who is 
in the employ of the Persian Government, 

‘The present city of Isfahan covers a.wide area on both sides of the Zayandeh 
Rod river. Apart from its ancient motiuments, to which reference has already 
been made, it bas no modern features of beauty or interest, Tt bears the some- 
what untidy appearance of the average Persian town and off the main avenues 
is a maze of narrow lanes with high walls on either side, behind which are often 
hhidden picturesque houses and pleasant gardens. 


Cuarten I~ Apweastearion, 


Isfahan is the chief town in the 10th Ustan or Governor-General’s provinge 
‘and is the seat of the Governor-General-Ustandar. He has under him three farm- 
anders or governors, at Yezd, Shabreza and Shiahr Kurd,(') He bas also under him 
in the Iafahan area nine baidihdary, or vice-goveraors, at Isfahan itself for the 
districts immediately around Tefahan, at Nayafabad for Karvan, at Daran for 
Fereidan (with one at Akhoreh, also in Fereidan, as well), at Falavarjan for 
Linjan, at Shahr Kard for Chahar Mahal, at Kuhpayeh, at Ardistan, at Ardal for 
Posht Kuh, at Lordekan for the Sehdehistan. The farmandar of Yerd has wnder 
him twelve bakhshdars. ‘The Governor-General does not have any vory extonive 
powers in theory, for he comes under the Ministry of the Interior and controls 
tmnly the police and gendarmerin, which lot depend on that ministry. “The other 
Government departinents in theory take their orders direct from thoir respec 
tive ministries in Tehran, but in practice the Governor-General is able to exercise 
fan influence on the spot which sinounts 10 a considerable degree of control over 
other departments. ‘he Governor-General, 
Central Government 
followed b 1h Division of the Persian army, which 
has its headquarters at Tefahan, who is followed by the financial agent (at present 
there is an American director general of finance stationed at Isfahan who\ie over 
the financial agent) 
‘The th Divicion ie stationed mainly at Isfahan, Detachments of treops 
are seat ont to other parts of the province ns required by the local situati 
Isfahan is the headquarters for the whole proviuce of the following. Govern: 
ment departments, each under its own head : Ustandari (Governor-General), army 
(th Division), police, municipality, finance, industry ahd commerce, public health, 
roads, registration of property and documents, census, education, agriculture, 
posts and telegraph, justice, gendarmerie, conscrptiod Tn sdditloa’ihars hrs 
the cereals, distribution, opium and tobaces monopoly and road transport depart 
‘h come under the general supervision of the finance department.(’) 
iments have representatives in the chief towns of the district, outside 
Isfahan. ‘The police only operate within the municipality limite of Tefahan city 
ul. Police work outside these two areas and the maintenance 


() The farmandar of Shabr Kund fe also farmandar of Takhtiasi anil in penctice how 
autonomy in Bokhviar tnbal alsin, refering direct to the Prime Minister in Tehran.” For 
cpartmental matters connected with thie area Ne worka weder the governor-general nt Tafuhinn 

tars tatters eters ha the General Officer Corsinandig, th Division, Tefeban.. Th 
Shab Kurd, Darao, AKboreh and Lurdelag are ih penetice nomineew of th 
Chaar Mabal and Bakbtinr, we these are tribal arens with the saception of 


1), Wah the reorganisation of of the sdminietration consequent poo the 
withdrawal of Dr. Milepaugh, ik appears that the cereals, distribution, opium and tobacco 
Tpcnopely and rend tranepert departimenta are no longer under the supervision of provincial 
directors of fsance 
















































































‘The lgal organisation omprites the usual machinery toi found in provi, 
cial capital. ‘The lowest court is the ‘* dadgah-i-bakhsh (sulhieh),' or court of 
summary jurisdic 1, which has two sections, followed, by. the "‘ dadgah-i- 
shabresian (ledayat),"' or court of the first instance. This is followed by the 
dadgah-icustan (Istinaf)," or court of appeal, and finally there is the “' diwan 
i-kishyar iz}, oF court of cessation, ‘There is also a “' dadsara'* 
“ parquet,”' under the prosecutor-general of the province —'" dadsetai 
‘A’ second, and junior, prosecutor-general, ('-dadsetan-i-Shahrestan””). who 
presides over the court of first instance. A court for the trial of eriminal cases 
is formed of the appeal court judges sitting under the head of the justice depart 
ment of the 10th province, who is usually president of the court of appeal 

Tn addition, there is in Isfahan a ** Siwnn-isKetfa ‘or court which deals 
only with matters concerning. Govertment officials: and. Government. property 
There s also a department of claims—" edareh-i-Tasfieh ''—which deals with 
commercial and financial matters between companies and merchants. 

‘According to offial stalistics (L044) there are in the Isfahan province 
eighty primary schools for boys with 8,733 students and sixteen primary schools 
for girls with 2.525 students. In Isfahan itself there are eleven secondary schools 
for boys, of which four are Government schools, and the remainder run by private 
enterprise. These schools have 1,128 students. There are only two girls’ schools 
in Tafahan, one Government and one run by private enterprise, with 198 studenta 
Najafabad, Shahreza, Ardistan, Sehdeh and Shabr Kurd each have a Govern- 
tent, secondary school for boys. Each one teaches about. twenty -stadenta 
Shahreza also has a Goverameat girls’ school with twelve students 

Fsfaha tw nacht pial witha capacity of aoa 430 inde” The 
‘of theae—the Khoraid (90, beds), the Amin (00 evs) and. the army hospital 
(0) bels}—are Government hospitals.” The remaining five are privately owned 
‘They are the Church Missionary Society with about 100 beds, the Alimadich with 
40 beds, the Boghozkhanian with 60 beds, the Kazerooni (maternity) with 40 beds, 
‘and the Raai with ten bids. ‘There is also a 100-hed hospital under construction 
Hy the mill owners for the use of mill workers. Outside Isfahan itself there ix 
2 Ldsbed Government hospital at Najafahad, At Shakreea, Sehdch and Shab Kurd 
Hhpital buildings have been erected hy the Government, at Ube hospitals are tot 
‘yet in operation, aiaec 

Tn the villages, admiuisteation isin the hands of the village headman- 
ipeniiny ie) is mominated by Sha curet of the village fz the cane 
of n village of peasant proprietors by the villagers, whereupon the formal appoint. 
Soont acta tay the pereenee ok tha: Ula Under tha. Kadkbnde ” ort 
six earjage"'—one for each sixth of the village. . These men are appointed 
locally by the owner (or the villagers, in the cass of a village of peasant pro 
prictors) and the kadkbuda. ‘They are, with the kadkhnda, responsible for law 
find order. "All receive # wage in the form of a small percentage—atout one per 
tent-of the orops of the village.” In, addition there is a." mira” ("madi 
falar”) whose. duty it is to look after the village's water supply. and see that 
it in properly divided, and one or two ‘"dashthan "” who look after the agricul 
tural lands of the village ; 

Isfahan city and district send three Deputies to the Majlis in Tehran, 
Najafabad (Katvan) and Fereidan together send another. Shabresa, sends on 
and Sbahr Kurd and Bakhtiati together read one, making five in all, The 
Infaban constituency includes, the city of Isfahan, the eight surrounding 
districts of day, Qohab, Burkhar, Marbin, Barzerud, Kararaj, Baracoa and 
Radasht, and in addition Kuhpayeh and. Ardistan ti, Najafabad 
and. Fereidan includes jafabad ‘itself, yan, Arabistan and Ferei 
Shahreza inchides, as well as Shahreza district itself, Linjan and Atarqub. 
‘Shahe Kurd and Bakhtiari include all Chahar Mabal and Pusht Kab. Alt th 
all males over 21 years of age are entitled to vote it is customary to distribute 
Yoting papers without which nobody can east a valid vote (in theory, at any rate) 
in the proportion of one voting paper to every eighth person of the population 


(Cuarten TV.—Connronicariovs, 


Tafahan lies in a central position on the Persian platean and since 
earliest times has heon an important communications centre. Here caravan 
routes from north to ‘south, from north-west to south-west, and from 
north-east to south-west have crossed. To the west, north-west and south-west 
lie the high mountain systems and to the east the deserts of the plateau. To-day 
these anctent routes have become motor roads, some passable in all weathers, others 


‘aly passable in the dry season, 


At Isfahan the main motor road from ‘Tehran forks, the western fork 
continuing south to Shiraz and Bushire on the Persian Gulf and the eastern 
fork running to Kerman and the Indian frontier with a fork at/Kerman to the 
Persian Gulf at Bander Abbas. These roads are fully metalled, but ludly worn 
From Nain and Yezd, towns to the east of Isfahan on the Kerman road, tracks 
Tun across the salt desert to Khorasan. Other similar tracks, now used ouly by 
few camel caravans, run north across the sime desert from Kashan, which lies 
north of Isfahan on the old road to Tehran, to Semnan and the eastern Elburz 
mountains. A motor road, liable to become showbound in winter, rans north-west, 
from Isfahan to Sokanabed via Kinnear und Guipaigan, although it isnot the 
‘most generally used route between Isfahan and Sultanabad. This road also has 
4 fork to the west at Damaneh (L1237) to the Trans-Lranian railway at Ama. 
A ‘caravan route runs from Isfahan (road) head at. Shalamzar) (Q4831) to 
Khuzistan across the Bakhtiari mountains and an unfinished motor road from 
‘Shabreza (road head at Semirum) (W4461) rans further to the south-west towards 
Metbean = 

A three-wire tel fine, owned and operated by the Government, runs 
thoes *dotuhan'vto" Atdtany Kahan) Gun ‘aad ‘elvan nodiein tie ‘oppo- 
site direction. to Shiraz and) Bushire. A similar line runs eastwards 
from Ardistan to Yezd, Kerman and the Indian frontier. A local line r 
Isfahan via Shahreza to Hurajin (Q0527) and Shahr Kurd (Q4963) w 
Vine from Isfahan to Shahr Kurd via Safid Dasht (Q8244), 

Tefahan is alsy linked with Sultanabad by telephone (a private company 
‘ander Government supervision) by way of Najafabad, Damanch and Khunsar, 
‘With a branch line to Ali Gudarz, with Quin by way of Murchehkhur, Nantanr 
and Kashan, with Shahreza and Abadeh and with Riz (Q9372), Moburakeh 
(R1167), Qaifarukh (Q6164), Shake Kurd and Uurujin, 1 is only possible to 
speak by telephone ax far as Quin and Abodeh on the main Tehran-Bushire 
Lelephone Tine because there are wo lnoating stations to wupply the extra power 
ceded for long-distance calle 

Isfahan has an oil storage depot maintained by tho Anglo-franian Oil 
Compan. which hav m enpacity of aboat 2 milion ites of petal, 1,300,008 itey 
of paratlin, 1’ million litres of black oll and ga A mall tock of packed 
Petre. paratia and avition spirit is aloo main ‘us well aso quantity of 
Inbricants. Oil is brought by tanker from Quin by road 

‘The company has two petrol filling stations, one at the Tehran gate and the 
‘other at the Shiraz yate of tho town. There are also petrol filling stations at 
Meimch on the road to Quin, Kasia, Nutt on the road to Yerd, aid Shaltoet 
on the road to Shiraz. Tn addition petrol is sold in small quantities by dealers 
in the larger villages on the main ronds. 7 

‘The Isfahan airfield, south-east of the town, ix not a voy good one and ie 
unenitable for very large aircraft, being small, twmpy and rather neat the 
Kuh-i-Sufeh (R2906), ~The dimensions are 1200 yards by 000. yards 
(approximately). There are two hangars erected for the Persian Air Forve by 
the British Government. At present no Persian Air Force machines are stationed 
at Tafahan, although mp till recently thete was a detachment here 


Ciarten V.—Portiarios. 


‘The popiilation of Isfahan city, ¢¢, the area enclosed by the circular road 
Found the town which joins the four main entrances to Istahan, the Tehran, 
Hota, Shinar and Najafabad gates if 194004 persins (1040). “The total of 


194,064 is divided among the distriets of the city as follows: district 1, 27,051; 
district 238,600: district 8, 73804; district 4, 86,102; dietrict 1 The 
Walk of the population is of the Moslem faith. There are about 5,600 Jews living 
‘nainly in the Joobareh quarter (district 3) and aboot 5,500 Armenians in Julfa 
(dierit 9) 
For the provitice the popuilation is divided as follows — 
Chahar Mahal.—Shabt Kurd, 18,516; rest of district (119 villages), 
106.104 Total, 110,70 ee 
‘reidan-—Daran, 2486; rest of district (167 village 7 
‘raat even ict (187 villages), 94,88, 
Karean ond Arabistan—Najafatod,” 25,150; rest of district 
pn ea ea 
rasa —$ . 21230; rest of district (86 villages), “5 
Total, 75,970. a PENSE Ray 










































































Ardistan—Ardistan, 6,942; of dist villages), 29, 
er r rest trict (86, villages), 29,028. 


roua@@Apeyth—Kubpa, 22115 rest of district (194 villages), 91,02. 


Bakhtiari —30454 (Bakhtiari villages in the Isfahan province) 
The population of the eight batuks of Isfahan is divided as follows -— 
gilertin—Sebdeb, 81,210; rest of baluk (68 villages), 44,218. Total, 


7, 

Rudashtain—Varzanch, 3,059; Rest of buluk i ), 5,38 
Total, 8,442 ee rpermien 
ea: Os 4,953; SigePpemer (26 "pe 2 34,930. Tota’, 39,983. 
Johab—Qajavaristan, 1,108; 2,530. 

To ae pjavaristan, Fest of Ink (20 villages), 
ae —Khorasgun, 6,450; rest of buluk (60 villages), 14,016. Total, 
© Kararaj-—Dashti, 238; rest of buluk (19 villages), 2.015. Total, 2.253. 
Baraoon-—Qarneh, 28; reat of buluk (4 villages) 2907. Total, 2.380 
Linjanat-—Riz, 8,850; rest of buluk (89 villages), 82,104. Total, 90,054 


‘These figures give, therefore, a total population for the Tsfahe 
of 943,743 pers shows that Tsfabat tx one of the most heavily poptlated 
This bas teen obtained from the distribution department, 


carried out a census of its own in connexion with ral 
ible figure than coold be obtained from the census departmest 


Curren VI—Tue Prorue 


rays counatad wilh hawey, Boch toe toon 
“always connected. Wi the townsman, 
bo he bazaar merchant in a big way oF pelty shopkeeper, and the peasant. have 
there characte Even the very wealthy are always bethinking themselves 
Of some way whereby they may make just a little more money. Socially the 
Tnfabanis ate harder to get to know than the people of most other parts of Persia, 
for tey lack facility for entertainment or for enjoying themselves, All classes 
of wociety are divided into many smal cliques, the members of which keep closely 
to themeelves and do not mix well with others.” There are also, as in all provincial 
towne. many petty eumities and strifes which it beboves the strauger to know 
of if he is to avoid unnecessary social dificulties. To their friends the Isfahanie 
fare hospitable enough, but do not set store by outward appearauce unless there 
ig some ultimate tangible profit to be had therefrom, As in the case in, most 
Pepwnn prominces, the afahnnt fel himealf to be rs a Esfahan and secondly 
8 Porsiun, ‘Tehran, Shiraz and Yeed are fore 
Persian, Tetra, Shi ‘on almost as foreign countries 
Rocially the 
il Georgians of 


nan fas its ow alec 
he bulk of 
in dislet' The Atmeni 


spoken by them. Printin 
Jot 


ing villagers in 
Tekiopeiog 
ss in Fereidan, 
Hakhtiari dialect of Lu Sie 
A high standard of 
for itn absence and culture, as suc, 
_ In the past, Isfahan was a stronghold of the mullas, and alt 

au aie ed ten he 
many ways, The number of mullas and religious students to be teen about the 
streets is relatively large, and much is made of religious festivals. 
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‘The Moslems naturally make up the greatest part of the population, and 
besides them there are small minorities of Jews, Armenians, Persian iristians 
(other than European and other foreign Christians) and Zoroastrians, The Bahai 
faith has also a number of followers, tnainly in Najafabad, a small country town 
10 the west of Isfahan. 

‘The Armenians form the largest minority, for besides the few thousand. in 
Julfa, the Armenian quarter of Isfahan, there are some 19,000 who live in twenty- 
Your villages (mostly owned by the peasants themselves) in Fereidan, in two in 
Upper Karsan, and in nine villages in south-eastern Chahar Mahal. A. list 
off these villages. is-given as Appendix 1.10 this chapter. ‘This Armenian 
Community was transplanted from Jalfa on the Araxes River in Azerbaijan and 
the area around there, by Shah Abbas at the beginning of the 17¢h century, and 
has contrived to retain its identity and religion since that time in spite of 

rection at various times. In this respect the Armenians are unltke the 
eorgiane brought to Fereidan by Sha, Abus at the same time, for these have 
pow become Moslems although Uey retain their Georgian speech and cusloms. 

In character the Armenian has, in many ways, remained the most virile of 
the Persian minorities, In the 19th and a 20th centuries individual 
Armenians played important parts in Persian affairs (Prince Malkom Khan, 
Yprem Khan), but since then the community does not seem to have produced 
‘anyone outstanding. The Armenians are mainly middle-class people. and 

nts. There is no aristocracy or upper class, They are share, intelligent, 
{hdusteious and thrifty, and for that reason have been inuch used by foreigners 
in Persia, because they usually know English, Russian or other languages 
Many inhabitants of Julfa have connexions with India, Burma, Jaya and 
California. Thus the Imperial Bank of Iran and the Anglo-franian Oil 
Company have at one time or another employed Armenians extensively, especially 
as accountants. They are also good mechanics and the oil company employs them 
txtensively as tanker drivers’ On the other hand, because of the. religions 
Gisability under which they suffer in the eyes of Moslems, they seem to go oul 
et thir nay tow spat ote nna again the de bene 
hy, like them, is Christian, and to expect the Englishman automatically to take 
their part against the Moslem for that reason. The Jew adopts this attitude 
much The modern Armenians of the an area are cultivated a 
deal by the Soviet Consilate in Isfaban, which is not altogether surprising since 
Etchmiadzin monastery in Soviet Armenia is the headquarters of the Armenian 
Orthodox Church. The Armenian priesthood has much influence, and provides 
leadership and organisation for the community. Nearly every village has its 
‘hareh, while in Jalfa there are eleven churches and one eathodral—St. Saviour 
Julfa is the seat of an Archimandrite (Bishop) whose diocese covers Persia, except 
Tabriz, India and the Netherlands East Indies, He is appointed from 
Etchmiadzin, and at Lares the appointment of a new man to Hi the vacancy 
caused by the death of the previous incumbent is awaited. Tt is profable that 
the appointment wil have to be made with an eye to pleasing the Soviet Govern- 
ment, and there are already signs that the Armenian priesthood is alive to the 
importance of maintainog food relations with the Soviet Congulate in Tafaban 
Most of the prieste in Juffe are men of education, having studied in India and 
elsewhere, but in the villages the standard is less high, In Julfa there is a small 
number of Roman Catholic Armenians with their own priests and church, 

In their mode of life the Armenians have « much higher standard of 
cleanliness and domestic efficiency than Moslems, and are consequently healthier. 
Tn the vill: the men wear the same clothes as Moslems, while the women go 
unveiled and wear their own traditional costumes, 

The Armenians have complete freedom of worship and have reeenty (1042) 
teen allowed, to give religions language tacking in the Government abools 
attended by Armenians—three hours’ religious teaching a week and one hour's 
language teaching every day, Before Reza Shah's reign the Armenians had their 
own schools, which tanght mainly in Armenian. During Reza Shab’s reign these 
were taken Ltt y the ue Asa Liege this the older Linen of 
‘Armenians usually speak very bad Bersian while the younger speaks much better 

‘Communal affairs, rego, political and otherwise. are dealt with by the 
i tical Council in Julfa, an ‘elected body on which both priests and 

jayimen 

‘There is not much friendliness between Armenians and Moslems, although 
there is at present 0 evidence of any actual tion by the latter.” Where a 
Moslem landowner has Armenian peasants, he is usually appreciative of their 
greater industry as husbandmen compared with Moslems, ‘and in the villages 
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Moslems and Armenians live on the whole peaceably together. Like’ other non- 
Moslems, however, they are under disabilities regarding entering Government 
service. ‘The Armenians of the Isfahan area, with those of the rest of the south 
of Persia, combine to elect one of the two Armenian Depaties to the Majlis. 

‘The Jewish community in Isfahan is probably as old as Isfahan. itself. 
Various explanations of its origin exist (see Chapter 11). Certainly its history 

back to the time of Cyrus. There is a sbrine near Isfahan, at Pir Bakran 

(R1681), which is supposed to be the tomb of Sarah, daughter of Asher and grand- 
laughter of Jacob, 

‘The Jewish community has at various times suflered persecution at the hands 
of the Moslems, though this has decreased in modern times. Moslems will even 
admit that the thrifty character of the Isfahani is due to his having Jewish blood 
in his veins, Latterly, however, with the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe and 
the spread, before the present war, of German ideas in Isfahan, some anti-Jewish 
fecling has developed in Isfahan and during 1942, when the Germans were near 
the Cicanus, there were frequent attacks made oc Jews here, both physical and 

‘The Tsfahani Jew is a relatively poor man, He owns no villages, but may 
have house property in the town. ‘There are a few Jewish merchants in the 
bazaar and most of the antique trade in Isfahan is in Jewish hands. For the rest 
tho balk of the Jews in Tafaban work tn one or ther of the textile mills pede 
wares of various sorts in the villages, One textile mill in particular, Nakhtab 
(cotton-thread spinning) employs many Jews and a proportion of its capital is 
held by Jews, ‘The Jews live mainly in the Joobareh quarter of the town, where, 
like the Armenians in Julfa, their houses are warren-like with tunnelled entrances 
and in narrow streets asa guard against Moslem attacks The Jews have complete 
freedom of worship in Isfahan and there are eightcen synagogues and two or 
threo rabbis. One of these is officially recognised by the Persian Government for 
the purpose of registering Jewish marriages and similar matters of Jewish 

I status, ‘The community has a committee formed of ite leading members 

for dealing with matters affecting the Jewish community as such. ‘There is 
a large Jewish school under the management of the ** Alliance Isradl 

Universelle,”” which mannged to keep ita schools in Bersia when other foreign. 

controlled schools, such as the British and American missionary schools, were 

taken over by the Government in 1940. ‘The Jews in Isfahan take no’ part in 

itics and sce lees anti-Moslem than, for instance, the Armenians, The 

ian Jewish community sends one Deputy to the Majlis. 

Like the Armenian, the Jew is intehigent and clever Through having been 
educated in a French school he usually knows some French and also English and, 
again like the Armenian, proves binbelf better than the Moslem at clerical and 

ce work, He practices his religion and keeps his religious festivals, but is 
rarely able to read the Hebrew scriptures intelligently 

‘There are estimated to be about 10,000 Bahais in Tafaban and another 3,000 
in Najafabad and in Shahreza. ‘They are miainly converts from Islam with only 


converts. 
community of about ten in each place. 
jeorgian of the Fereidan district was brought here by Shah 

Abbas from the Kaheti district of Fastern Georgia, about the time he brought 
Armenians from Azerbaijan. Like the Armenian popiilation of Fereidan it is 
entirely agricultaral. - ui 

11 oems that the numberof thete Georgian is aboot 18.000, They live ia 
the Karchamto and Tukhmagtn districts of Fereidan in ten villages which are 
solely Georgian, while there are four more which were originally Georgian, tut 
are now. of mixed Persian, Armenian and Turki population. A list of these 
‘illages is given as Appendix 2 to this chapter. A sprinkling of Georgians exists 
as well in the other villages of Fereidan. Georgians indeed claim that many 
‘Armenians are really Georgians who adopted the Armenian faith rather than 
Islam. ‘The Georgians of Fereidan as.a whole, however, have now embraced Islam, 
‘but have retained their own language and customs. 
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Aprexpix 1 To Cuarren VI 
Armenian Villages in Fereidan and Chahar Mahal with Population Figures, 
(Census taken in October 1944 by the Armenian Authorities of Julfa, Isfahan.) 
Fenermay, 


Persian Name 


99.0/P8047 
39 O/PT744 


Hesar Jen 
‘Qateh Khajeh 


Modan 
Nerkia (Toner) Rivigaa 7 80 ULost6 
ASipan 30 U/aw00 
Becina Bootsiabad | 
Kant 


uso vjgroid 
Qelel Mamuaka  H-30 C/Qe4ad 
% Not on map 
‘Siruk 


Avrexpix 2 To Cuarren VL 
Fervidan Inhabited by Persian Moslems of Georgian Origin, 


Population 





EE 


Zemo Merthopi ..  .|1-90 UjoBr020 
Boini r ‘1-30 O/oP8141 
Sioa 1-90 Weprit9 
Li) daghjaghs OL) 30 vjerans 
Apkebab 1-30 O/eP7a42 
| TiraiTetesti <. ] 130 Djobenes 
| kta 2] 1530 ofeprsas 
Teablezana 1.30 O/Ps237 
Chaayurat (Chagh-Yurt.. | Ohupbrett 
a | hate Lian 


sereiges 
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Cuarren VIL—Burrisu Inrenests, 


British interests in Isfahan are at present confined in the main to the 
Imperial Bank of Iran, the Anglo-lranian Oil Company and the Church 
Missionary Society. As regards official bodies, there is, apart from the consulate, 
an Anglo-Persian Institute which is under the control nf the British Council. 
There are also smaller trading interesta 

Off and on there have been British interests established in Isfahan for over 

900 years. In the reign of Shah Abbas, the East India Company established 
4 factory in Isfahan, and in the Christian graveyard is at least one English 

grave of that period bearing the inscription‘ Gulielmus  Bell—Joan F. 
Northumbe—Apud Regen. Abbas. Pro. Angha. Agiens," with the date of 
death, 24th February, 1624. Even to-day a certain caravanserai off the main 
Asfahin bazaar (the Quisarich) is called the “ teemcheh-i-faranghiba "” because 
it once held the East India Company's factory. This early connexion with 
England was, however, almost entirely due to private venture in search of trade 
No British Consulate existed in Isfahan until 1801. About this time also 
4 Rassian Consulate was opened. In 1900 the British and Russian Consulates 
wore raised to consulates.gencral. In 1933 the British C. 
closed, Isfahan being put under the supervision of the British Consul at Shiraz 

The boat was reopened as a vice-consulate at the end of 1941 aud raised to a 
consulate in the spring of 1942, With the opening of the British-owned over. 
and telegraph line from London to India in 1870, Isfahan received a. small 
community of British telegraph officials belonging to the Indo-Eu 
Telegraph Department, for it was an important station on the line from Tehran 
to Bushire. In 1931 the line was handed over to the Persian Government, and 
tho British staf left. In 1569 the first missionary of the Church Missionary 
Soolety established himself in Julfa (whero, as it was anyhow inhabited by non 
Montero, all foreigners were obliged to live until the Porsian authorities agreed 
{o the establishment of non-Moslems in Isfahan itself in the last few year of 
the century), From that date Isfahan has been the Society's chief station in 
Persia and ix now the seat of the Anglican Bishop in Persia and of men's and 
women’s hospitals run by missionary doctors. hese hospitals were 
in the early years of the present centiiry and have done mud for the sick 
of Isfahan and its neighbourhood, as well as being a very uscful manifestation 
Of British influence. “There was also a very successful school—the Stuart 
Memorial College—run on English publie school lines by the mission, for Persian 
boys, Tt was taken over by the Persian Government in 1040." A woman 
member of the iission stall, a Persian subject, runs one of the only tw 
schools in Isfahan and the mission also supervises a school for blind 
which had been started by a German who was later interned. 

-, j£fom time to time various British trading firms bave operated in Isfahan. 
Up to the end of the nineteenth century British manufactured goods and textes 
found a ready market here, as did Indian tea, and this led to the setting up of 
ne or two British enterprises here. ‘The test known of these were Lynch 
Brothers and Ziegler and Company. Both were general trading firms, Lynch 
Brothers being concerned with shipping on the Karun and Euphrates and 
Tigris rivers and also with the development of the Bakhtiari caravan road from 
Isfahan to Ahwaz, and Zieglers with the import of Manchester piece-goods 
‘and manitfactured ‘articles in general. Lynch Brothers ceased to exist about 
1022 and Zieglors was wound up in 1988. Both concerns unfortunately suffered 
from mismanagement and were forced to close. ‘The Imperial Bank of Persia 
established a branch in Isfahan in 1890 which has developed into one of the 
most important of its offices after Tehran... The Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
also established an office here in 1928. Tn 1944 Lynch Brothers reopened an affice 
in Isfahan under the name of The Lynch Company with the intention of doing 
general trading and ageney' work as aoon as the Felaxation of war resiciceees 
fon the export of British goods will allow 


the repair and 
few Punjahi 


Cuarren VIIL—Orner Fousrcs Imenesré. 


1. Russian Interests 
Under the 1907 agreement between Britain and Russia, Isfahan fell withi 
the Russian zone of influence. At that time Russian trade in manufactured 
Goods, textiles and ofl was ousting that of Britain which had won a commanding 
Position earlier on Russian political influence does not, however, seem to have 
Established itself in Isfahan 10 any enduring fashion. With the collapse of the 
‘Tearist régime at the end of the Great War, Russian influence in Tsfaban may be 
said to have virtually disappeared and it has never really developed since. Since 
1941 and the re-establishment of a Soviet Russian Consulate in Tsfaban at the 
end of 1942 (the former Consulate-General had been closed in 1038) the Russians 
have worked hard to create a position for themselves, but have not so far succeeded, 
Apart from the Soviet Consulate, the only Soviet interests in Isfahan as such are 
the Trausovtrans road transport organisation, which has recently opened an office 
here, and the insurance corporation, Gosstrakis.. These do not, however, do a la 
amount of business is probable, Soviet nominee is appointed by Ul 


Armenian church headquarters at Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia to replace the 
inte “Archimandrite off the Armenians in Julfa, Soviet influence among’ the 
Armenians which is already spreading, will undoubtedly flourish, 


2 Vnited States Interests 

‘There are no United States interests in the Isfahan area, An American h 
since Decesnber 1943 heen in charge of the Finance Department here, for part of 
the time with an American assistant, but these two were members of Dr. Mila 
paugh's mission, 


& French Interests 
For a time, up to about ten years ago, there was a French Consular Agent 

here, M. Braisear-” Now a school for the dewish wooumonity ran by the” Alliance 

Tsradlite Universelle ” is the sole French interest here, albeit an indirect one, 


4 Vatican Interests 

Priests and nuns of the order of St. Vincent de Panl have been established 
bere for many years, They scem to devote their time more to educating Pervian 
children. than to proselytising. The Vatican also has charge of the spiritual 
welfare of the small community of Roman Catholic Armenians in Julfa, who 
are, however, Persian nationals. 


5. German Interests, 

nt, naturally. there are no German interests in Isfahan, but a large 
proportion of the upper class of Isfahanis has German sympathies, although. now 
{hese are suppresed, Before this war the Germany: had important busines 
interests here, for out of the nine large textile mills, all were laid out by Germans 
and all except one, Risbaf, had wholly German plant. German influence in the 
textile industry was paramount and the Iafahan Technical Schoo! was run and 
inspired by Germans. There was quite a lange German community in Isfahan as 
‘well, which was highly organised for political and propaganda purposes and, 
through the British Consulate-General having been closed in 1934, was enabled 
to carry on its work virtually unwatched. 


(Curren IX—Pourries vy TsrAnan, 


On the whole the Isfahani is not very politically minded. He is much more 
interested in making money. The Thos eo ce = aaa 
Isfahan consequently are the pastime of the few. Hitherto the most powerful 
ideal grou, i Iaahan bab been thotof tbe land and ull owoors’, Under 
‘za Shah they enjoyed the support of the Government and so were absolute. 
With the change of régime in 1941 and the removal of any ban on Communist 
propaganda, the Russian-backed Tudeh party began to develop, although it was 
not until the summer of 1942 that it began to have any influence in Isfahan. ‘Th 
‘was brought about largely by the intrigues of the pro-Axis military commander in 
Isfahan, General Zahedi. who, in ander to stir up mud. for his own political 
purpases, set the mill workers and their employers against cach other by encourag. 
Ing’ both’ sides secretly. Up to this time there had been hardly any’ political 
problems in Isfahan that were other than purely local. Since then, however, the 
30018] 3 



























































7 


struggle between labour and capital hiss developed and will continue to do 20 
with various ups and’ downs. fsfahan is the centre of this s 
In cenral and wouthern Persia, beseus of the existones of my canltroopestind 


ie oldings in 
t if any ma lo, 
inven by individual enmitienThewe men are mostly ipoorant believing that 
money can do everything, reactionary to a degree, and solely interested in making 
a# mich money as possible. They are, especially now, when the mill workers 
and the peasants are being awakened by the propaganda of the Tudeh party 
to a sense, even though it be bat dim, of their rights and wrongs, very harmful to 
Tafnhan, for they cannot realise that the only way to deal with Tudeh and. Com- 
‘munist propaganda is to win the friendship and. respect of their employees, 
whether peasants or mill operatives, by generous and progressive treatment. The 
fata aon ie hy the nature of things non god forcing grou for Communist 

Fines, it has a very large proportion relatively of peasant propris 
‘nd, i Tefahan Haat, ell tradesmen, who are independent of ether landowners 
co big merchants. “Were the big men to assure themselves of the support of these 
‘yo chmes, Tudeh and Communist propaganda would make no headway at all 
Porsian estimates put the number of t proprietors in the district at about 
500,000, as against » few thousand large landowners, The largest landowners 
‘of all do not own more than six to ten villages, In the town the trade 
strong and are able to exercise considerable politial power, for instance, at 
election time, 

Much depends on the attitude of the senior Government officials, ‘1! 
Govienor-Geeoral, ifs be as honest jan who dose not take money oad ‘bas bo 
personal ambitions, can do a great deal to keep things qai by disconragin the 
prosecution of personal feuds or intrigues by the leading is, but if he is 
‘out to make money he will seek to encourage these #0 as to take money from 
both sides. Similarly, the divisional commander has much scope for. trouble- 
making or the reverse, As often as not he intrigues against the civil Governor- 
Genova and from such enmities among officials the Isfabanis themselves are quick 
to prt, for their own ends 

tiari Kbans do not take much part in Isfahan politics to-day bu 
sihowe in anc shape, te gsncal Dabitier’ pelle siteation fe fappriant 
to Isfahan. As long: as the townsmen of Isfahan have enough cheap bread and 
other essential food-stulfs to eat they keep reasonably quiet. This can only occur 
when the surrounding country is untroubled, so that supplies can be properly 
collected and sent in to the town, and this in the last resort depends on peace 
in Bakhtiari, because any explosion there has immediate reactions on security 
in the villages ound Taba, and even in Tafahan ite.” This i especially the 
case when the Central Government is weak, as it has been for the past four years, 


Cuarren X—Tuumxs. 


‘The Isfahan province includes a part of the Bakhtiari area, made up of 
‘western Fereidan, Pusht-Kith (west of Chabar Mahal) and the Janeki Sardar 
It is not, proposed to give any detailed explanation of Bakhtiari affairs or 
jsation here, since that already exists in my report on the Bakhtiari tribe, 
Only the general influence of the Bakitiaris on Tstaban aflaire will be 
considered. 


‘The Bakhtiaris are of importance to Isfahan mainly for economic reasons. 
Chahar Mahal and Fereidan are the two main grat Te ing areas for Isfahan 
town. ‘The Bakhtiaris virtually dominate Chahar Mahal. since the tribes’ summer 
wwarters lie next door to it and the khans own a good deal of land in the area, 
imilarly in. Fereidan’ the fertile area is dominated by another part of the 
Bakhtiari tribe in the sumnier. Therefore successful collection of the grain crop 


n 


depends on peace in Bakbtiari as a whole. In addition, Isfahan's charcoal, 
cooking butter and fat and meat come largely from tribal areas-or from areas 
‘where tribal influence is great. Rosd communications with the rest of Persia 
Are also subject to raids hy Bakhtiari and other tribesmen in the spring, summer 
and autumn. 

In the southern part of the province round Shahreza and the area between 
Shahreza and Nain, raiding by the Qualiqai and Boir Ahmadi tribes is common in 


ofthe 
fand Juzdan areas of the town. 


(Cuarree X1—Tue Laxp, Acricuvtone ap Husnaxpiy, 


Landowners. in the Isfahan area are of two classes—thowe who ‘own 
comparatively large amounts of land, landowners in the English sense of the 
Word, and peasant proprietors who own only small amounta of land. Ln. the 
Jafaban arc, the numer of large landowners is, unlike other parts of Persia, 
very small indeed compared to the number, of it_proprictors, Land is 
divided into sixthe—" ."" Each ** dong ’” is divided into twelve habbehs.’ 

Peasant proprietors who own aud work their own land, naturally awn overy- 
thing on the land and take the whole crop. A landowner, however, divides bis 
Cropewith bis peasants and gives them certain services as well, Normally be 
Sopplice the land, water, sced (for wintet-—" shatvi '—erops such as wheat and 
fark) and Housing. For summer-—""aaifi""—orops and for fruit and nut crops 
he supptin only is water (cclans, pean, cucumbers, marrow, Aol, ¥ 
rye. millet). With winter crops the landlord, if he supplics the scod, takes 
two-thirds of the yield and the peasant receives one-third, but with fruit, nuts, 
Summer crops and opium, where the peasant supplies the seed, the crop is divided 
into halves, one for the landlord and one for the peasant. In one oF two cases 
ote enlightened landlords (Sarem.ed-Douleh is one) divide all their erops equally 
with theif peasants, taking only balf the yield.(’) 

Round Isfahan itself and near large villages where land is crowded, the 
land never lies fallow, but is manured every year with human manure from 
ceespits and sheep mature from grazing sheep, so that it etn stand the strain of 
‘continuous cultivation. Where a village is not limited as to space, land is 
formally only cultivated once every three or four years and is not then manured 
‘at all. Horse manure is not used at all, because it makes the groand hard, and 
{ow manure is deed as fuel by the peasants, For newly-planted trees, pigeo 
Guanure is much used. This i collected in the many pigeon towers tobe weet 
Tound Tsfalian, ‘These are opened ofice a year and the manure takes out, Thess 
fowens do not, however, carry the pigeon’ popalation they did formerly, for the 
majority of them are derelict and fallen down. Round Isfahan itself, the Hirer 
digs his land himself and does not use a plongh ‘This is because by erin 
hevcan break the soil up better than by using the primitive local ploagh whic 
can only really scratch the surface. This is important when the same land is 
ultivated every year. Also, he may not be able to afford oxen to pull a plough 
Tn other Jew crowded parts of the province the simple plough, an iron-shod 
‘wooden prong. is used behind axeo. ; 

"The greater part of the Isfahan area bears irrigated crops, Only in parts 
of Chahar Mahal and Fereidan is there much non-irrigated (rain 7p) cultivation, 
Trrigated cultivation is watered either by water drawn from the Zayandeh Rud 


and other smaller rivers by means of canals or by water from the underground 
water channels knows as “ganate.” The distribution of the water of the 
Zayandeh Rad river between the many villages which depend on this source of 
‘apply, from the Thgh-i Badan aren of Upper Linjan, to the point where the 


river loses itself in the Gavkhaneh salt lake east of Isfaban, is still in the main 
the same distribution that was devised 300 years ago by one of the Shah. Abbas's 
advisers, Shaikh Bahai. Naturally, since Shaikh Bahai prepared his roll— 
(01m Chahar Maal the peasant takes two thinde and sometimes Tour.Afdhw of the ero. 
In the kter cose be supplien hi own weed. 
[30918] 
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“3 Toone eates forth the mode of dividing the waters of the Zayandeb 
Rud, villages have disappeared and others have sprung up, bat nevertheless his 
basis for distribution was essentially sound and is so to-day. The Isfahan plain 
is very fertile, but depends entirely on successful irrigation and does not in 
consequence carry the cultivation it should do. This was realised even in Shah 
Abbas's day, for ho embarked spon an immense scheme for making a eut in the 
mountain ridge—the Karkunan ridge (I-39-T ; U7876) forming the watershed 
between the Zayandeh Rad and Karun river basins—so as to draw water from 
the Karun to supplement that of the Zayandeh Rud. This plan never matured, 
however, Since that time it has been continually under discussion in. Isfahan, 
but wlthough many proposals have been drawn up by Persian and fore 
engineers, nothing concrete has yet been done, Additional water for 
Zayaueh, Rod would certainly help Isfahan's agricultural production greatly. 

‘The wheat and barley production of the Isfahan province, that is, the surplas 
available after landowners’ and peasants’ own neads have heen met, is, tn a 
reasonably good year, when water is plentiful and there are Wo pests or diseases 
iat “"senn "(a srt af De) or sik aie 40,000 arrers 6 11,000 tons, 

is two-thinds is wheat and one-thir: This lus to supply 

ye sea bread for the yer Koa Re er oi oe ve 

re is a Government-owi silo (Russian equipped) of a capacity of 
1000 tons. It has nover in fact beon full since it was erected, Howieer, Hose 
issued daily to the bakers of the town in amounts varying from50 to 1S0kharvars 
daily, aceording to the bakers’ needs. These needs in turn on the time 
of year and on whether wolits the bakers Lo buy flour from the silo or in the 
‘open market. In addition the rich people of the town have their own flour which 

iy either buy or bring in from their villages 

‘There is also a vite important local production of rice in the Linjan area 
by the Zayandeh Rt river. Hero a surplus of about 6,000 kharvars is given in 
‘normal year. Linjan rice is preferred by most Isfahanis to Mazanderan rice, 
for it suits the hard water of Isfahan better and has a delicate scent which other 
rice lacks In the Ardistan district, which in vry dry, a good deal of grant malet 
in grown, 

Isfahan is noted for its fruit: cherries, apricots, melons (* garmak '" 

"'simsoori," rather like a cantelupe, which ripess early. and" khebaseh, 

‘© whiteleshed yellow-skinned melon, which ripens late), peaches, apples, 

and other sorts as well. A deal of stone fruit is dried and sent to other 
parts of Persia Najafabad produces good varieties of almonds. Cucumbers 
too, are extensively grown in the summer. 

In the Daran Kuh in Fereidan a tamarisk tree grows on which a beetle lives 
which prodaces a white excretion which, when collected and prepared with sugar, 
forma the sweetmeat “* gaz," for which Isfahan is famous. 

In the Isfahan area horses are bred in the villages, and oxen and cows and 
lao mat and goats, Mules are bred and owned particolar in the villages of 
Upper Linjan and at Shahr Kurd and Haftshijan (map Hushegun 1-30, 
Urbd6s0) in Chahar’ Mahal. Donksye are: teed me eee ‘Mahyar 
1-38, V-RAOSI) and Khareug (1-80, V-Af2216), while camels ate hired aad owned 

the villagers of Mahahtad (2-39, @-G6005) aud Tudeh (29, W-NIs10) 


(Ciarran XUT—Ixpustey axo Cosntence. 


Tafahan is, after Tehran, the bigyest trading centre in Persia. Indeed, if 
those commercial activities be set aside which must of necessity be carried’ on 
in the capital of country, Isfahan is a more important commercial centre than 
Tehran ite Apart from large general trading interests in the Itahan hazaar, 
uch as firms and individuals importing tca and sugar there is, for Porsia, a 

‘concentration of the textile industry in the nine cotton and wool spinning 
‘nd weaving mills in Isfahan which, on the whole during the war years (from 
| have made large and even enormous profits. Prosperity has also been the 
lot of the smaller merchants and of the landowners, big and small, because of the 
high price of grain, Those competent to judge aver that there is more money 
jn Jefatan to-day than in any other city in Persin and this is borne out by the 
{fact that current deposits with the Tmperial Bank of Tran amount to 
five times the current deposits of pre-war years, 
also certainly has incrensed its business 

‘The chief 


3 


almonds, givehs (cotton shoes). It is also a distribution centre for other parts 
Of Persia Yor tea and sogar jaported from India, Moot of Iafaban's products, 
‘especially textiles, find a market elsewhere in Persia, Opium was before the war 
‘exported to the Far East, mainly to the Straits Settlements and Japan. Some 
also went to Britain and America, Since the war and the increase in the price 
‘of other crops such as grain, opium cultivation has dropped off because it is a 
difficult crop to raise successfully, both as regards trouble and expense, Isfahan 
jum, however, is of high quality, containing up to 11 per cent, of morphine. 
‘Tobacco, which is of a high quality for its type, is exported to Egypt where it 
is used in the making of Egyptian’ cigarettes. Gum Tragacanth goes to 
Britain, A certain amount of grain is normally sent to the Yeed area, but as a 
role Isfaban is only just self-supporting in grain—at least it has heen so for 
the last twelve of fifteen years. 
‘The chief imports of the Isfaban region are manufacured goods of all kinda, 
motor cars and lorries, bicycles, machinery and raw materials for the textile mills, 
piece goods, drugs, food-stalls, clurvoal and oil products. Manufactured goods, 
motor vehicles and bieycles, piece goods, drugs, machinery, dyes for the text 
industry, all come from abroad. Oil products and petrol, paraffin, lubricants, 
diesel oll (now extensively used for heating houses, bakers’ ovens and public baths), 
fare supplied by the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company from Abadan and Kermanshal 
‘Manufactured articles in general in the years before the war came from Germat 
Japan and Rossi. Germany and Japan had trade agreements with Pers 
which to a greater or less extent forced Persia to trade with them in certai 
commodities. Motor vehicles came largely from the United States and bicycles 
from Britain, Japan and Germany. ‘Drugs and dyes came. vory largely from 
Germany, and piece goods from India, Japan and Russia, with a stnall. amount 
of high quality lines from Britain. ‘Food-etufls come fram other parts of the 
country, such as rice from Mazanderan (local rice cultivation wax forbidden until 
after the fall of Pahlevi), cooking butter from the Qashqai and Bakhtinri tribes 
and charcoal from Bakhtiari, 9 t 
A table is given as an appendix to this chapter showing details of the nine 
big textile mills in Isfahan, Tt will be seen that in every case the original capital 
has been dangerously increased. Reserves are in no case greater than the legal 
minimum of 10 per cent. All these mills have German power plants (dies! 
lectric) and all but ove, Risbaf, have entirely German equipment. Rishaf has 
British (Platt Bros, Oldham) cotton spinning machinery, bot German wool 
spinning and weaving equipment. Ax well, there are several other smaller textile 
ines (Javeod, Zarifi. 
bau ls ale well own fo its ehigrived bern bass ‘ware although 
the value of this trade is not probably of great importance commercially. 


Other Industrial activities in Iofaha 

‘A small amount of hand printing on catico i done in the bazaar and there 
is local production of carpets Dyes for these are almost entirely of vegetable 
origin and locally prepared, 


Chemicals. 
A small plant owned by Abmad Sonn is producing eainm, poansium and 
jum salts from plant ash and local magnesite deposit aul gives n stna 
astm of nitrie and wdrochloric acids as by- redvoter abe appearance and 
quality of the products were judged good by M.E.S.C. experts who visited the 
slant in 1943. 


i 
Tight small plants in the bazaar prodace about one ton per eight-hour day 
cof impure sodium carbonate: which’ Se sapplicd tothe textfle milla and. looa! 


glass makers. 


Castings 
A small forge operated by Ustad Hassan in the Bazaar Naj 

Peat mpl len et ee 

machine shops atached to several of the big mills results in good quality machine 

parts being turned ont. 


Cotton Ropes. 
The Risbaf mill makes satisfactory cotton rope for rope drives out of 
cotton waste and there is also a small production of this in the bazaar, 
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Matehes: 


‘The Sherkat-i-Fituz Kebrit Sazi factory produces about 10,000 boxes of 
rmaatshes & day. 


Glas 


A primitive glass melting furnace in the bazaar produces poor quality glass 
vessels and bottles up to about one gallon capacity. 


Oil Extraction 


Extremely primitive production in the bazaar gives about 120 kes a day 
of linseod, cotton seed and opium seed oil 


Motor Traneport 
In the Shahpar Avenue there are several motor repair wo whore 


oelinary repairs to cars and lorries can be exeruted. Moat of these establishments 
can do welding as well 


Coal 
A primitive coal mite exits at Soh (L 968)/ Teas an oatpat of thee 
or four tona daily, most of which comes to Isfahan for sale. 


Avpexvex 1 40 Currin XI 
Textile Mills Isfahan, 

1, Karkhanch Risondegt ea: Bafandegi Vaten.—Capital in 1983, 5,000,000 
rials,” Capital ia 1043, 27,623,000 rials. 5.220 spindles for wool and 1300 for 
doubling. - 101 looms, 1.200 workers employed 

2, " Sherhat Sahami Mahdood Risandegi va Banfondeyi Zayinderoudd Lsfahun 

Capital in 1995, 2076,040 rials. Capital in 1943, $2,026.00 rials. 3,006 
spindles for cotton. 171 looms. 1,400 workers employed 

B. Sherkal Sahami Risandegi ca Bafandeg? [isbaf!—Capital in 1933. 
1,067,620 rials. Capital in 1049, 63,234,000 rials. 844 spindles for cotton, 

for wool, 2.000 spindles for doubling. 80 looms. 1.870"workers employed. 

4, ‘Sherkat Sahami Risondegi va Balandegi Shah-Reea-—Capital ih 1998, 
1,224,000 rials. Capital in 1043, 26,702,000 rials. 4.524 spindles tor votton, 500 
rind for doubling "130 lama. 1.100 workers employed 

3. Sherkut Sahomi Risandegi ta Bafandegi Sunaye’ Pashe.-Capital in 
1930, 2,040,000 raile Capital in. 1044, 48.420.000 rials. 8200 spindles. for 
cotton, 3280 spindles for wool, 400, spindles for doubling 60 loans, 1,160 
workers employed. 

6 Sherkat Sahami Risandeyi ca Bafandeyi: Pashm—Capitalin 1996, 
2,004,740 rials, Captial in 1044, 60,900,000 rials. 2378 spindles for cotton 
4.480 spies for wool. 100 looms. 1,400 workers employed 

7. ‘Karkhansh Risandeyi Bargh, Now 88. Risandegh and Bafandeyi Noor 
ae in 1945, 25,000,000 rials. 4.806 spindles for cotton, 600 spindles for 
doutling.. 800 workery empl 

8. “Sherkat Nesbi Haji Syd. Abdul Rassoul Rohimzadch Roghani and 
Shoraka—Capital in 1983, 438,000 tink Capital in 1943, 12,120,000. rials 
{400 spindles for cotton, 680 spindles for doubling. "800 workers emplaved 

Sherkat Sahamé Nakhtab,—Capital in 1095, 388393 rials” Capital in 
1944, 19,500,000 rials. 2.488 spindles for cotton, 996 
vrorkers employed 


Avraxpix 2 70 Cuarven X11. 
yhts and Measures, 


he ot tition to the metric system which is now the legal system of the count 
the old Persian system of weights and measure is still nsed. especial 
‘uneducated clases, ne follows: nae tiee & 


The Shah Mon. 
4 gandams 3 
24 nukhuds (6 grammes) 
10 misqals 
1 pony nar 
lah nae 


‘The Shah Man (continued) — 


$0 misqals ae -o-panj. 
100 ruingals (@00 grammes) th (cara). 
sen man (i Tabriz. man), 


50 Shah mans (100 ‘Tabriz 
pert; wn = 1 kharvar (649 Ibs. avoirdupois). 


The Tabriz Man (used much less than the Shah Man). 
24 nukbuds 
 misgals 1 nee 
100 mine 1 dat ser or cherak 
640 misqals 1 Tabriz man 


rreh (256 inches), 

eer fara tices or 10 ran 
re farsakh—B°87 miles (in theory 
eran ete ‘only, for a farsakh in fact repre- 
sents the distance a horseman can 

travel in an hoor at a walk an 
varies from 3 to 4 miles, according 

to the nature of the ground). 


28) square zar ae 
to'aeteee |S 1 Ferib 007 ag, earns, 





(B 5883/31/34) 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Becin.o-(Received 18th August.) 


Poneagierrtad Tehran, 36th July, 1040, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 128 of the 25th April, I have the honour 
to teanuait herewith a fepore on. Persian afeirs. ding’ April, May” and 
Sune 1945. i 
of thi tch are going to His Majesty's consalar officers in Persia, 
His Majesty's tepresstauve ir Moscow, the Government of India, the Bersin 
and Iraq Command, the Middle Fast Command, the MinistersResident. in Cairo 
and the Political Inietigenco Centre, Middle Bast, 


ave, ett, 
R, W. BULLARD, 


Enclosure in No. 9, 


‘The Question of the Withdrawal of AUied Troops from Persia. 


This question took on a. more practical form daring the quarter as a 
resalt of (1) abandonment of the Persian route for aid to Russa, (2) pretation 
of official notes by the Persian Government to the representatives of Great Britaii 
Russia and America in Tehran, asking for the removal of Allied troops forth- 
Bea ad (@) the announcement that the Big Three would be meeting shortly, 

‘2. Whea the quarter began, overseas cargo for Rossin had almost. ceased 

to arrive at Persia porta, tut asia was still bentting by be Persian route 
1 that she was receiving aviation spirit from Abadan under an agree: 

vo ne dae to expire at the end of June. Tt war decided, however, that 
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Rassia should be supplied from some other source with the June quota of aviation 
spirit, so that, with effect from the end of May, aid to Russia, with the exception 
of a small quantity of cargo lying at the ports or on the sea, teased entirely to 
be sent across Persia i 

3. Onthe 19th May the Ministry for Foreign Affairs addressed note to 
His Majesty’s Embassy asking for British forces to be withdrawn from Persia 
forthwith, argning that it was essential that Persia should be able to return to 

1 in accordance with the wishes of her people, It maintained that Japan 

remote that the war in the Far East could not be influenced by the presence 
of Allied troops in Persia and added that in any case Japan on her own showing 
was no longer allied to Germany, The Tripartite Treaty conclnded to promote 
the war effort against Germany had therefore lost its meaning. ‘The note added 
that communications on the subject had been addressed also to the Soviet and 
American Embassies. Under instructions from the Foreign Office, His Majesty's 
Ambassador informed the Ministry for Foreign Allaire in reply that althoug 
His Majesty's Government could not accept the argument that the Allied Powers 
were not entitled by the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty to keep troops in. Persia 
until six months after the end of the Japanese war, they were nevertheless pre- 
pared to consider sympathetically the, Persian Government's request. that. the 
withdrawal of Allied troops from Persia should begin before the final date fixed 
by the treaty, He added: that His Majesty's Government were discussing the 

‘question with the Soviet and United States Governments 

4. His Majesty's Atubassador’ in. Washington was instructed to inform 
the State Depariment of the action taken in Tehran and to explain that it had 
been taken befor consultation with the United States Government because news 
had just boon received that the United States Governtnent intended to withdraw 
American tops from Persia, and to hand over operation of the railway by the 
ist July, and hewwuse the attitude of the State Department at the time of the 
Crimea Conference suguested that it was unlikely there would be any serious 
difference of opinion between the two Governments oi the subject.” Tt was 

tod that it would assist Persia and. incidentally, His Majesty's Govern 
ment, if the United States Government would tell the Soviet Government th 
they ‘regarded it as desirable that the evacuation of Persia sbould start at an 

‘carly date. Tt was loft to the discretion of His Majesty's Ambassador whether 
to inform the State Department that we were not prepared to withdraw any 
Atoope except pari pase with the Russians, and that the extent of our with 
deawal was limited by the obligation, until the end of the war with Japan, to 
protect the oilfields and the refinery. A few days later the American press 
reported the Acting Secretary of Sine as ying, with regard to the Persian 
Government's note, that the United States Government naturally sympathised 
rth the Persians Goveroment’s point of view. and that it was, he teieved, well 
nown that the number of American troops in Persia was already being rapidly 
kogwett mops ly being rap) 

5. “The attitude of the American Embassy in ‘Tehran was disappointing. 
‘This was seen at its worst in a harangue by the American Counsellor, who 
argued that whatever we did Persia would be eaten up by Russin in a few years 
anyhow, and whose conscience disapproved the British attempt to induce the 
Persians, by the placing of a time-limit on Allied offers of assets for sale, to make 
up their minds quickly—and thereby give no excuse to any foreign Ally to retain 
troops to guard ite assets. The heart of the counsellor bled like anything, but 
as it was not quite clenr whether the wound was caused by British brutality in 
trying to hustle the East, or by fear that haste might produce fewer dollars 
for American assets, i was dificult to find the right styptic. Even the new 
ambassador, Mr. Wallace Murray, in spite of his avowed suspicion of Russian 
motives, deprecated too speedy withdrawal of British troops lest this should 

terfere with the sale of assets 

6, In reply to the communication from His Majesty's Embassy in 
Washington the State Department said that they were drafting a reply to the 
Persian note agreeing to the idea of withdrawing troope from Persia before the 
final treaty date. The State Department agreed that it would be desirable for 
British ad American troops not to be withdrawn except pari pase with the 
Russian, bat on the other hand said that the War Department would not wish 
to delay the withdrawal of American troops for political reasons. The War 
Departinent would wish to leave, until the end of the war with Japan, 500 men 
to service the air transport command, besides leaving guards on military installa 
tions and properties until their final disposal, which might take many months, 
The State Department were considering wha, if anything, they would say to 
the Russians, 
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7. The nature of His Majesty's Government's reply: to the Persian’ note 
vras communicated to the Soviet Goveramment in Moscow on the ist May, The 
‘communication was to add that His Majesty's Government now wished to jyropose 
formally. that Allied troops should start withdrawing. from Persia pars parew 
and in stages before the final treaty date, and that military talks should be held 
to discuss the stages in which such withdrawals might take place. No reply had 
heen regeived by the end of the quarter—perbaps because arrangements for a 
mecting of the Big Three had already been made. The Persian Ambassador in 
Moscow could get no information from the Cotmissariat for Foreign fairs 
beyond the fact that the question '* was being considered carefully.”" ‘The Soviet 
Ambassador was in his permanent state of having received no instructions, but 
hhe assured the Ministry for Foreign Affairs that the prescnce of the Soviet troops 

ly temporary and that the mere removal of material would take a long 


‘A possible hindrance to our good intentions came to light with the 
diszovery Ut when the transfer of the radlway to the Persian, Government 
telicved the British forces of the responsibility of guarding it, the railway 
Teyade would be moved from the rallway and housed in the camp at Hamadan 
‘bo longer required by the Americas. ‘The advantage of good ready-made quarters 
in a good climate was fully realised by His Majesty's Embassy, but it scemed 
that ft would completely wreck our attempt to secure a substantial withdrawal 
‘of Soviet troops if at this moment we pissed ‘4 large body of troops much farther 
forward than ever before, and quite close 1 Qazvin—the point above all which 
it in desirable to clear of Soviet forces. Tt was found, however, that once free 
of its duties on the railway, the railway brigade would not be needed in Persia 
al, and the plan to se the Hamadan camp was abandoned. | This wns 
fortnate, for the pro-Rossian, newspapers in Tehran were already announcing 
the arrival of British troops as wal ae a great increase in the British forces 
at Kermanchah--an allegation which bad a, nucleus of truth, othe, easual 
Transfer of troops to the Rermanshah area from Traq to escape th hot weather, 

9. The more the question was studied the sharper seemed the unfortunate 
‘contrast between our good intentions hampered by the exigencies of tho war with 
Siapan and the obvious intention of Ue uasans to keep hold on Persia for ax 

‘possible in spite of the fact that. this was justified by no military nec 
aioe. Commander Chief, Middle Fas, and the General Oficer 
Commanding-in-Chiet, Paiforee considered that vo long ae the war with Japan 
went on, ‘ust he kept in the Kermanshah arei—the only suitable place in 
the Middle Hast with a good climate; and this involves retention of the camp 
ft Bisitun—twenty miles nearer to Tehran than the nearest, point allowed to ux 
‘when the mil defined with the Russians in 1941 

5 1s misunderstanding had to be cleared up, viz. that, the proposal 
for the withdrawal of troops was a policy of appeasement—a feeble attempt to 
coneilinte the Humans. ‘The right policy, it wan nugget by the holder of thie 
View, was.to tell the Russians that we needed to stay in Persin hecnuse we were 
at war with Japan: the Russians always understood a bold front and would 
Fespect us. Te was explained in reply that this "bold ” policy would delight the 
Russians, becanse the more of Persia we occupied, the easier it would be for them 
to justify the retention of Soviet troops, and that our aim, far from being a 
fates of appeasement, was to use agaist the asians the oly weapon incur 


vit-cthat of expostre of their “imperialist.” tendencies, if they refused to 


yy substantial wit by making the facts public. Thix we considered 
aa aia claa to te the protector of small nations, bo i, the 
ininds of the Persian publ 
foreign countries, expecially 
oT at is realised that 


fe Lie ay one have interests which could not be abandoned at a month's 


i ies for the Dosh 
Boe, “coald have to, shuflle off their responsibilities for the Doshan 
peti aimeatt factory and, ifthe British Orersets Airway Corporation were 
wripPGhning their service to Tehran, alternative arrangements for airfield control, 
walcorological service and signals would have to be made, Tt seems to His 
Majesty's Embassy that every day the Russians strengthen their grip on the 
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north of Persia, and that, consequently, the necessity’ for the ion of a 
least Tehran with the minitaums of olay rows more obpious; and iis Blajesty"s 
Government decide forthe evaenation of Tehran the dificuitis must he 
all sides with tbe greatest vigour, whereupon some obstacles which at presen 
appent large may shrink imaive, nn eames wh . 
12. The problem can now be summed up thus :— 


(1) Tt will presumably be proposed at Potedam that we and the Russi 
should begin the part paesu evacuation of troops forthwith, 
e We. fora a Sas eit 
(2 ‘eal not be embarrassed by jing of is) 
bah wy the stationing of British’ treops at 
Ve shall, rever, be embarrassed if it is considered essential to i 
‘troops at Kermanshah-Bisitun after the autumn, since it seems quite 
certain that the Russians would then wish to reiain troops along the 
‘Tabriz-Qazyin—Tehran-Semuhn-Meshed line, thereby prolonging the 
paralysis of the capital which serves their political schemes #0 well 
An alternative suggestion made by the embassy was to keep the mobile 
reserve in a tented camp at Karind, which ie only just inside Ube 
Persian border, or better still (if there js no suitable’ place in Traq) in 
Palestine, If troops oould be brought by air to Ahadan or the oil 
fiolds from Palestine in case of emergency, they should arrive as 
quickly ns troops from Kermanshah could arrive by other means. ‘The 
{question whether the airfields in the oil-wells area were or could be 
made adequate to receive airborne troops remained to be examined. 
(4) An important factor is that dealt with in paragraph 30 of the March 
quarterly report, whether the secarity of the oil area could be assared 
without British troops by some sort of police force. ‘This continued 
to be debated. At the nning of June the War Office asked the 
General Officer Commanding-in-chiet, Paiforee, whether, in hi 
opinion, the Persian oil-fields could be reasonably well protected 
again watotagy and disturbances of interoal security if all British 
were withdrawn from Pernin, by some such arrangement 
Gaployueot of toe Persian uray or ibe am of ca sitet oot cd 
civilian beat force He was also asked whether the mobile force 
could be held in Iraq to re-enter the oil-fields if necessity arowe The 
General Officer Commanding showed the political, strategic and 
climatic objections to the retention of the mobile force in Teaqe and on 
the other question he quoted probable American objections to our 
entrusting the protection of the oil to Persians and ti our removing 
trope before they had had time to di of their  assots 
advantageously, nnd he pointed oot that hurried evacuation would 
rolaby teen reat ow to His Majesty's Govern the price 
to be obtained for our assets. His conclasion was if South Persian 
oil was vital in the war againat Japan, then although satetage in the 
Oilfield was easier said than done and, although security was pod at 
the moment, it was considered essential to retain British/Tndian 
troops in Abadaa and desirable to retain dar troops j 
And the teserve brigade in Persia. 
13, On the question of the replacement of British/Indian troops 
area by « BHtish Indian armed prlice fore he General Ofer Conteanting sa 
chief calculated that 3,000 would be required, but that if as appeared preferable 
‘Abadan was guatled by soldiers, the if elds would require 2000 police. It was 


agreed by all concerned that the more the Persian anthorities could be associ 
‘withthe dofence of the ol area the better" they would perhaps work hard > 
improve their forces 40 as to justify us in effecting the maximum withdrawal 
Femile, and that would make the tranfer to peacetime comdiions easier, and 
lp to ensure the protection of the oil area when the British forces had left the 
‘country. ‘This led to an examination of methods of improving the Persian police 
and gendarmerie, which was still going on when the quarter came to an etd 


British Army. 

14 The previous report omitted to mention that on the 15th Febraary 
Hiattoces bess to base independent command and came under the ‘Midd East 
15. During the quarter under review the number of British combat 
troops in Persia: sessstnel at about 10,200 men. Series ae tr 


79 


Proposed. Counter-Measures against Soviet Pressure. 
16; In April the: Foreign Office asked whether more could be done to 
prepare against further’ Soviet pressure on Persia, since the Russians might 
Tetum to the charge at short notice. The standard Soviet complaints against any 
Government which they wished to subvert were (1) that its failure to maintain 
‘order was a threat to Soviet security; (2) that it was *' Fascist "and needed to 
te replaced by a." democratic” Government representing the will of the people 
‘The Russians might well claim that their interests were threatened by disorders 
in Azerbaijan ot Tehran. And it was difficult to maintain that present Persian 
Governments represented public opinion. Tn case the Soviet Government tried to 
Confront them with a ait accompli, His Majesty's Government should be ready 
to make firm representations at short notice and to explode any. Soviet claim that 
their own nominees represented pablic opinion any better. ‘The Foreign Office 
asked, first, that this embassy should supply notes on Persians whom the Russians 
Inight be narsing for this warps, which notes could be quoted t the Russa 
Secondly, they asked for n list of the more niotorious cases in which the Russians 
had prevented the Persian Government from keeping order. by interfering with 
: y ‘Thirdly, this embassy’ must. maintain 
Persian Government to carry out social reforms, 
Knother very important factor was publicity (since wide advertisement of the 
difference between Russian professions and Russian actions was apt to put the 
Rinstans of their atroks). This point ie discussed in the next wection 


Reluctance of Anglo Sazon Prete to Publish News of Nefarious Soviet Activities 


17. One of the troubles of thin embassy is that nearly all foreign publicity 
about Persia is pro Soviet, (This was particularly noticeable last autumn when 
the Soviet Gorerninent war putting unfair pressure on the Persian Government 
to grant them an oil concession jn North Persia.) One cause is that the Soviet 
fection of the Anglo Soviet-Persian, Centarship conducts a Iearypalitical 
Censorship on messages from foreign correspondents in Tehran, and the latter 
Gare not eireumnvent it lest they of their eolleagues elsewhere should be penalised. 

that the news agencies disregard messages from their Tehran 
Correspondents and imagine that Persian news is only news if it comes from 
Moscow. This is disastrous since the Tass Agency in Tehran, as an official agency, 
jscxempt from the Anglo Soviet-Persian censorship and telegraphs what memayges 
it likes, and these form the basis of foreign correspondents’ messages from 
Moscow, ‘Conoquently it is only the Visiting journalist to Persia who can evade 
the Soviet censor and speak plainly. 

18. The following are illustrations of the effect of the Soviet censorship 
on foreign correpondents.” When, Mr. Sulaherger the New York D'mes yecil 
Correspondent in Moscow, passed through Tehran he was scornful regarding 1 
Sere an andents. allowed themmelves. 10 be used na instruments of Soviet 
Propaganda about Persia. His words had scarcely died on his lips, when he 
cent teom Tehran an interview with the leader of the Tudeh party, in which he 
mblicised the lie that the Tudeh was a genuinely democratic party, After 
Kriving in Moscow be did worse sil, and telegraphed a message atating that 
the British facilitated the return of Seyyid Zia to Persia, thus representing us 
and Seyyid Zia as the joint opponents of the Soviet Union and of the Tudeh 
party. "When taxed with this memage Mr, Sulzberger alleged that he had written 
as near as he thought possible to the edge of the Soviet censorship's Sissppesrsl 

‘th the aim of throwing ridicile on the recent Soviet press coment on Persian 

airs, if bis message had given a pro-Soviet impression then his sub-editor in 
New York had failed to detect his tronic intent! Shortly, afterwards, the war 
‘correspondent of the Chicago Daily News also telegraphed au interview with the 
trader of the Tadeh party, containing the whopping amertion that th latter 
received no thoney from the Russians, His Majesty's Embassy in Moscow 
commented that neither of these correspondents, was in the least deceived by 
Saree propaganda ston Perea bt that f they wished to ener Soviet territory 

in they could not criticise icy openl 

aa ae rae erin wav also dsctaned withthe State Depaimen, who wider 
took to investigate whether an American editorial writer or commentator could 
produce an impartial article on Persia which might be telegraphed abroad. | (So 
Tar as this embassy. is aware, nothing has come of this suggestion) This 
embassy then sugested that the Daily Express correspondent in the Middle East 
Should visit Persin and send a menage after having left the country. The 
Foreign Office replied that neither the Daily Express nor any. other newspaper 


ti 
ale 





















































wanting to have a correspondent in the Soviet Union or Soviet-occupied Europe 
would publish any article unflattering-to the Russians; the’best course would be 
to get an article published in the Economist or Manchester Guardian, as they bad 
no Moscow correspondent. This embassy commented that it was disturbing 
when important English newspapers, including presumably The Times, dare not 
send truthful messages from Persia lest they should lose the privilege of sending 
‘untruthful ones from Moscow 


Persian Internees:: British-Soviet Amenities Regarding Same 

20, ‘Twenty-six Lersian internees were released from internment atthe 
request of the British and Soviet authorities in April and May. However, their 
war against Germany having ended, the Soviet authorities could ot ‘resist 
carrying favour with the Persians at our expense. On the 25th May, the Soviet 
Ambassador proposed the immediate release of the remainder; and by the 
2h May, the Soviet authorities had already informed the Persian police that 
they were willing to set free all internees, but that the British authorities 
‘opposed their release. On the 2ud Jie, therefore, His Majesty's Ambassador 
informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the British secarity authorities 
desired. the detention of those internees only who might be a danger to the 
counties at war with Japan, Thereupon thirty-one more internees were released 
‘The Soviet Embassy then published a statement im the pross that they were not 
opposed to the release of any of the internees. The Soviet Ambassador also 
informed the Ministry for Foreign Affairs accordingly, and, having ascertained 
the names of those whom the British authorities wished to keep interned, 
etnphnsised that he considered desirable the release of the Mullah Kashani, and 
General Ay (whom the British authorities regarded as especially dangerous). 
Shortly afterwards, the British authorities found five men in the internment 
camp, whom the Soviet authorities had interned and then forgotten about, 10 
Hix Majesty's Embassy had pleasure in informing the Ministry for Fore 
Affairs that it disclaimed all interest in them. “Assuming that the Soviet 
‘authorities have now been good enough to liberate them, the total number of 
Persians released from internment during the quarter was sixty-two. 

21. Thirteen Persians now remain interned in Persia, twelve in the Persian 
camp at Tebran and one, the Mulla Kasha the British camp at 
Kermanshah, A few more, including General Zahedi, are interned in Palest 
On the 2nd June the Persian Pri inter enquired of His Majesty 
Ambassador whether the internment of theve in Persia could not be commited to 
forced residence in the small town of Mahallat, fifty wiles east of Sultanabad 
‘The propotal has been approved by all concerned, except that Kashani is to 
teinain provisionally at Kermanshah; the future of Zahedi and the others in 
Palestine is not yet deci 


Internal Politics and Soviet Interference. 


222 Bayat was till in fice at the beginning of April owing largely to the 
inability of the Deputies to ayree on a successor. His Government was, é 
slowly disintegrating. Nasrullah Intizam, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
resigned on the Ist April; Thrabim Zand, Minister for War, had gone to Palestine 
for medical treatment: and the Rossians were bringing increasing pressure to 
‘bear on Bayat to dismiss Sururi, Minister of the Interior, who n firm- 
ness in dealing with Tudeh activities A deadlock appeared, moreover, to have 
bveen reached in the Majlis, with Goveroment supporters and opponents in 
roughly equal strength, Iecame evident when the Majlis, meeting again for 
the first time after the No Ruz recess on the Srd April, proceeded to elect its 
lent. Seyyid Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai, the retiring president, 
stronig stipporter of Bayat, was re-elected by a majority of one vote 
principal rival, Farrukh, the nominee of Bayat's opponents in the 
Chamber. Bayat, however, appeared to enjoy the support of the Shah, who was 
believed to be working: to expose the futility of the Majlis, and of the Russians 
to whom a state of continned administrative paralysis was not unwelcome. 

23. On the 15th April Seyyid Zin deposited a motion of non-confidence in 
the Government on the bureau of the Majlis, requesting an early debate. The 
motion was subsequently withdrawn hy the Seyyid when he learnt that Bayat 

enced to clarify the position of the Government, at the next meeting of the 
Majlis. This took place on the 17th April, when’ Bayat made a long speech 
which was frequently interrupted by eries of dissent, defending his Government's 
policy, and asking the Chamber to judge between his Government and their 
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anthority by 3 
the tribes tn 


only forty 
abstentions. 

24. Although 
snocessor to Bayat without delay and to pi 


had been formed by the eod of April. le 
decided to nominate representatives from each parliamentary fraction to moet 
together nnd try to find’ solution. Ata secret meeting of these representatives 
tn'the 24th April Mahimnd Bader received most votes, with Qawam es Sultanch 
f'clowe second, and: Mansur, Pakravan and Sadiq Sadiqi far behind, Bader 
ras, nevertheless, not chosen because the Rassians were againat him, The 
Inability of the Majlis to come to a decision was indeed due largely to the fact 
hat some thirty oF forty Deputies wished {0 elect a candidate pleasing to the 
Tiassians: and although they were unable to impose a man of their choice on the 
Majlis, they were able to Block anvane of character and ability prope ty their 
‘opponents. The Tudeb meanwhile were demanding coalition Government in 
stich they would be represented, aldunagh they fave only eight menbers in 
ise, with the selectiot of a candidate who 
Parliament, “The result was a compromise, with the section of cdi whe 
important part in 
iu ih sity four 
‘nat twenty-four cast. for Sadiq Sadiqi (Mustashar ed Dowleb), who 
War preferred by the Russians, and only threo votes for Qawam ex Sultan 
3S Hakim presented hie Cabinet to the Shah on the 10th May, It wax 
composed as follows — 
‘Anushirvan Sepahbudi: Minister. for Foreign Affairs 
Ghalam Hussein Rahnema: Education, 
Nasrallah Kbal'athari (Etela ul Mulk)  Agricultare 
Dr. Ismail Marzban : Health 
Abdul Hossein Hajir : Finance 
‘Abul Qasim Najm: Commerce and Industry. 
Mostafa Ad Withoat Porfai 
stata ithoat, Portfolio, 
Huot Alt Kamal Hedayat (Nasr wl Mulk) > Without Portfolio 
Nadir Arasteh : Roads 


in the above list were new to Cabinot rank, Rabnema being, 
indech a newtonerta politcal life. The last four had held posts in Bayat's 
preceding ministry. Khalathari, who is over 70, had long been in retirement. 
Hajir was able, but was likely to be opposed by the Tudeh; and Najm, 
amt at Kabul, was ex] to refuse appointment, Hakim himself 
tuk ebarge of the Ministry of the Interior, while the Ministry’ of Justice 
placed temporarily under the direction of the Under-Secretary, Dr. Khushbin 
Pull the return from America of Allajar Saleh, who wax designated for the 
fost, The Ministry of Posts and ‘Telographs was loft temporarily vacant, Qn 
the whole the ministers were considered a colourless Jot, and met with Tit 
general approval. ~ ere hanes 
‘Prime Minister presented his Cxbinet to the Majlis on 
13th My, und on the following day annonnced his programme, which incladed 
agricultural and economic reform; improvement of conditions for workers au 
jon of taxes; and the usal declaration of its desire to work for the 
relations with the Allies based on the Tripartite Treaty, 
the Atlantic Charter and the Declaration of Tehran, The Tudeh party 
immediately declared on principle its opposition to a Government which did not 
stand for a radical reorganisation of the social system; and with the Tudeh was 
now also an increasing number of Depaties, who for private reasons found it 
‘advisable to court Russian favour, Many Deputies, moreover, who had voted for 
Hakimi were annoyed that he refused to be mfluenced by them in his choice o 
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ministers, and were especially disappointed that they had not secured the 
ment of a Minister of the Intorior, who would ig the fortheoming electoos ta 
their favour. ‘The Deputies of the Right felt that the composition of the Cabinet 
revealed a desire-on the parvof the Prime Minister to propitiate the Russians. 
27. The position of the Cabinét appeared therefore from the beginning to 
be none too secure, and its supporters did their best to postpone the taking of the 
vote of confidence. For'a week the Majlis discussed the question of the inmpeach- 
ment: for alleged peculation of Taddayun, a former Minister of Food. His 
enemies fearing he would be ncquitted, delivered themselves of a series of fiery 
speeches demanding his conviction. On the 19th May the Majlis was to meet fe 
Yote on this question, but many Deputies absented themselves, and in the alwence 
of x quorum no vote ‘was taken. The President of the Majlis. however, took the 
‘opportunity to remind the Chamber that it had not yet discussed the new Govern- 
ment's programme,  ‘The-debate which followed lasted about two week: 
marked by number of unasually vigorous attack on the ( hy the 
r wir aympathisers, and by some spirited rejoinders by their oppo 
‘The Tach criti the lig tausos and the whole setting sctal svohoge hey 
made the usual accusations that reactionaries were supp 
svstem and arming the tribes in the interests of imperial 
Uiretion of the arty was also attacked and Seyyid Zin same infor tno aboae 
Better relations and a new treaty with Russia were advocated, The debate, 
however, did not materially affect the views of the Deputies about the Government. 
The opposition of the Tudeh and of those Deputies who for personal reasons fear 
to incur Russian’ displeasure, could be taken for granted. The bulk ef the 
remainder, having failed to induce Hakimi to appoint ministers to their li 
decided that a different Government might give them a better chance of Fe-electian 
inthe approaching elections. When, therefore, the vote was taken on. te 
Sed June, Hakimi received the support of only twenty-five, Deputies, and 
resigned. > 
28 He was succeeded by Seyyid Muhsin Sadr (Sadr ul Aa ho wan 
chosen ax Primo Miniator by the Majli ixty ohn pee emeey a the 
‘ith June, by the Shah with the formation of a Gavernment. Sade was, howeve 
like his predecessor, soon in difficulties with the Depnties over the solection of his 
ministers, particularly the Minister of the Interior, who in able to exert yreat 
influence in the elections, Nevertheless, on the 12h June. le presented his 
Cabinet, composed as follows, to the Shih 


per peerertedy ere Gulshayan, 

Bost apd flere Abel ety» 

Reaeign Atte Acai Sipahbadi 

Agriculture; Dr: Nakbat 

Miniter vithout Portaies Mest al ( 

Minintor without Portfolio Higsein Ali Kemal Hedayat (Nase ol Mlk) 


of them, the 
isters without 


fluence immediately opened 
ister, raking up the history of 


oe 


nearly forty years ago to accuse him of persecuting “the freedom-lovers during 
the dawn of ihe Persian Constitution,” and desc that be had always been a 
hardened reactionary. Although representatives of the pro-Government majority 
and of the Opposition met frequently daring the next two, weeks to try and. fic 
‘some way out of the crisis, they were unalM% to come to any agreement, and the 
minority maintained ita attitude of obstruction, Whenever Sadr attempted to 
Present his Cabinet to the Majlis the minority refused to attend, with the result 
that there was never the quorum required for a vote to be taken. On the 28th June 

rolonged discussions took. place between the two opposing groaps in the Msjlis 

the minority proposed that Sadr should resign, in which caso they would be 
prepared to Goaperate with the majority inthe sboic of a new Pie Minister 

Cabinet. But the majority refused; and the deadlock coutinord. In. am 
Allempt to put, an end to the crisis the Shah received representatives of the 
‘tajority and of the minority, and urged them to do their utmost to find a salution 
Without delay, But no solution was found and Sadr had not received a vote of 
‘confidence by the end of sFune. 

3k. There was a god deal of activity among the varius politica partin 
and the labour movements during the period under review. ‘The order forbidding 
Political demonstrations in. Tehran was suspended for the 1st May in order to 
fllow the (Soviet sponsored) Tudeh party to hold a procession in honour of the 
Red army. Some 5,000 people, mostly Armenians, Turks from Azerbaijan and 
refugees from the Caucasus took part in the demonstration, which was perfectly 
‘orderly. Similar May-Day demonstrations were held. in all the main towns in 
Northern Persia and in Kermanshah and Hamadan. In Meshed the celebrations 
lasted for two days, and mounted Russian officers and about eighty soldiers with 
tommy guns were oh dy nthe srets uo protect the Tudeh party wembers, On 
the 18th May the Adalat party, which advocates a policy of reform by persuasion, 
‘and which is opposed to the Tudeh because of its Russian connexion, staged a 
demonstration in Tehran to celebrate the Allied Victory and to demand the 
‘evacuation of Persia by Allied troops, and the release of the internees. ‘The 
mecting was attacked by members of the Tudeh, and one of the Adalat party was 
Killed and several were injured. ‘The police failed to intervene, possibly becanse 
the Government, at Russian instigation, bad suspended the Chief of Police at 
Isfahan for taking action against Tudeh rioters, In retaliation Seyyid Zin’s 
supporters demonstrated on three successive days in front of the Majlis. 

32. In April security in Isfahan was good, and the local Rossian Tudeh 
campaign of intimidation against Persian officials who were striving to maintain 
law and order seemed to be dying down. But in the middle of May the Isfaban 
Tudeh leader Bahramptr returaed from Tehran with a large sam of money w 
ho used to stir up the Tudeh sympathisers, with the result that there were some 
clashes between them and anti:Tudeh workers in the town. On the 25th May 
leader of the anti-Tudeh Labour Union of Isfahan was murdered by Tudeh 
ruffiane. The result was a wave of resentment against the already seriously 
discredited Todeh. The authorities immediately replaced the Acting Ci 
Police, who was believed to be in Russian pay, by a military officer, and « number 
of arrests were carried out. But their failure to bring the principal instigators 
‘of the erime to book, subsequently eatised a good deal of anxiety as it was felt that 
the Tudeh, having failed to make headway by Iawfal means, had now ‘efinitely 
adopted a policy of terrorism. 

33. During May there was increased Tudeh activity also in the Kermanshah 
area calminating in a strike of workmen at the refinery of the Kermanshah 
Peiroleum Company.” The strike was Dot  spontaneons movement cated by 
seanioe grievances agninet tho company, Yat there was every reac 0 fliers 

tit was in tho nature of a try-out to be followed, if successful, by more serious 
outbreaks among labour in Abadan and elsewhere. When it became apparent 
that the strike was a failure, the Tudeh pres, which had hitherto been inciting 
the workmen, published a statement that it had not approved the strike whic 
should be ended as soon a8 possible to avoid hindering the prosecution of the war 
against Jy 

34. Seyyid Zia's party, the Iradey i Milli, continned to increase in numbers 
and activity. Tt is taking steps to open branches in the provinces wherever the 
Tudeh is established. The ‘Tudeh and other Left-wing papers continued 
regularly to attack Seyyid Zin as the agent of imperialism and a would-be 
dictator” At the end of Jane, the Seyyid retorted with a violent counter-attack 
ina speech in which he accused the Tudeh of being the tools of the Rassians. 
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Persian Press and Public Opinion, and Soviet Influence, 


35. There have been a number of casualties am the t 
; cance a af the hand 
of the military govertor of Tehran daring the period unter review. These 
apes i ions have caused the press tp protest at the alleged illegal activities of 
the military governor and vo demand the abrogation of the military governorsbip. 
4 fact he ilitay govern hat Tite uthoiy or power Yen i ad 

ion of the tilitary governor, subject as he is to the whims and cap 

of the general ocr commanding the Ministero War, the Court ati the 
a mer any of whom may throw him over on any given pomt, is instable. This 
lack of security of tenure has been reflected in a lack of consistency it bas treat, 
ct af ie ress A forther factor making for the unsatistuetory working of 

itary fovernment is the at times evere pressure put oa the G 
‘d/o the military government iy the Soviet Ermfay tote estrctive eases 
against papers which have incurred the displeasure of the Soviet autboritics, 
tit he miltary government ew oe osecel i sete nee ee 
the pros. Bitter nnd distorted attacke ou Great Britain bane beee pee es 
whereas: papers containing relatively: objective uccounts of Haneah went 


in Persia and Communist dectrines have been suppressed at the facani ite 
Russian Embassy. Further, the period of suppresion cheny (ieee reer hee 


iy oF brief according to whether it was opposed or supported 


all sections of the press for the release of the 


Freedon Front, by a demand. for the evacuation 


vy. off a 


partof the 
alist 


‘An incident 
when some Persian 
ras the pretext for 

mhich Indians were attacked ax 
ives were attrl 

icy of Great Britai vate. 


bane 
islamic Union to combat 
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and of Seyyid Zia, and the, at times, exceedingly flimsy grounds upon which these 
‘attacks are based, coupled with the insistence by the Russian Embassy on the 
suppression of certain papers may, perhaps, be taken as an indication that the 
counter-campaign in the pro-Seyyid Zia and Indepeudence Front papers against 
the Tudeh and their Soviet masters has been more effcctive than they care for. 
89. ‘The official organ of the Rahbar, has had articles stating 
that. Babrein was an integral part ‘and that all changes made by. a 
servile Majlis under Reza Shah were invalid, Zafar, the olficial ongan of the 
Workmen's Union, bas consistently attacked the Anglo-Lranian Oil Company 
for alleged maltreatment of workers, 
jive Cabinet crises and the Majlis 
imilar lines ; the Freedom Front 
ro-Sey; apers on the 
fe ast has been one of anxiety over 
‘serious nature of the financial 
it have been emphasised, though few 
remedy the situation. As for the 
cd of possible attempts by the army 


not provoke. the Russians to even great 
the country... The general te 
‘compromise, pending a clarification 
tries to shift responsibility from hi 
of Persia, in his view, depen 

but upon the attitude’ take 

‘and, to a lessor extent, by A\ 

Persians are now tui 


The Tribes and Sovist Activities among Them. 

42. Except in western Azarhaijan (northern Kurdistan) the tribal situation 
has been satisfactory during the first half of tho year. There have been minor 
hallitions and instanots of banditry, but the disorders that usually accompany 
the tribal migration were hardly noticeable this. year, But the elements of 
diaorder aro ‘sill there, easily provoked ty palitial agitators or corrupt 

inistration. 

43. In northern Kurdistan the attitude of the tribes has been causing. the 
Persian Government much concern. For a long time past the Soviet authorities 
have prevented the Persian Government from taking any measures to enforce 
their authority, with the result that the tribes from Mahabad to Maku are 

actically a law unto themselves, excopt in so far as they are restrained by 
Recssian afciale” For a time endeavours were made to induce the Kurds to join 
the Tudeh party, bat Tudeh principles found little favour in the eyes of Kurdish 
chiefs. Rassian support is now reported to have been transferred to the movement 
for Kurdish independence, known ax Komala, which seers to be gaining ground 
rapidly. The Persian Government expects to be faced, on the withdrawal of 
Russian troops, with 4 very serious situation in western Azarbaijan, and there 
ie little ground for hope that they will be proved wrong, 

‘44. In eastern Azarhaijan the hitherto patriotic Shahsavan tribes have 
heen shocked by the impotence of the Persian Government to prevent the arrest 
and enforced detention in Tabriz by the Soviet authorities of two of their chiefs, 
‘whose only crime was opposition to the Tudeh party, 

45. Little progress has been made with the collection of the large number 
of arms in the hands of tribes and others. A thousand ot so have recently. been 
seized in southern Kurdistan, mostly from settled tribes and villagers, 


Tribal Lands. 


46,_At long last Sheikh Chass, the eldet wo of tho Tate Sheikh Khasaal 

‘of Mohat reached Tehran from Bagdad and joined, his brothers and 

‘Ssters in their efforts to get the Persian Arbitration Commission to decide in 
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their favour a distribution of landsor allotment of reven 

nds or a te from the 
Broertyseued fom their father aftr hi aret tn 10S Te lea ee ee 
ive arbitrators want to give an indecisive finding, or one that does not show 


{ip the Persian Government's (or rather the late Reza Shah's) gains in this sordid 


Persian Army, 
47. Some efforts 


play @ part in rallytn a 
Inferacton ‘via the "Tole arly tec be feo chliged tek 
Againat the intrigues and ealumniee 
lousies and individual and. faction, anituosition 
encouraged by Tudeh and Rassian intrigues, take up youch of the time of sontor 
offices and are n great handicap wo ‘The Bussians are hetive fo the 
presenit Chief of the General Staff and to the officors be has appointed to. the 
senior ranks of the army. The Tudeh party tries hard to attract the sympathies 
of junior officers and ‘non-commissioned officers, with some success’ it is 
believed. In spite of all this some slight general improvement is noticeable in 
the troops in the capital: Tn the northern provinces of Kborasean and 
Azarbaijan the troops are entirely demoralised by the high-handed actions of 
the Rassian authorities who allow them no liberty of action, restrict them to 
cortain defined areas and insist on the limitation of their numbers to what 
amounts to little more than token forces, whieh add nothing’to the authority or 
prestige of tho Persian Goverament; rather do they make the Persian authorities 

48, 


Gendarm 


49, ‘The gendarmerie, except in the capital, remains much 
ec for the lat thee Years corrupt neficient, ereating rather than prewettag 
disorder; and Colonel Sehwarzkopf's schemes, rules and regulations are, with & 
few execptions, still on paper. Antagonism between the army and the 
gendarmerie has been steadily increasing, and parties sent out by both, forces 
fo pursue robbers have more than ance come to blows with each other 
Co-operation between the two forces is rare. ‘The retransfer of the gendarmerie 
to the control and administration of the War Office is now receiving some serious 
fmiaieration.” Such a sep should Tend to economy: and might Tend to improved 
50. Gendarmerie District Headquarters have been abolished except in Fs 
and Azarbaijan, and gendarmerie regiwents are row under the dire command ot 
Gendarmerie Headquarters in Tehran. This will complicate the relations of 
the Governor-General with the gendarmerie ia his province : he previously had 
the district commander with him at the provincial capital ‘ 
Patice. 

51. As Russian provocation of the proletariat through the Tudeh party 
and, consequently, the probabilities of disturbance and riots’ in the. fowns 
increase so does the police force become less capable of maintaining order, 
Always corrupt, it has now reached incredible depths of venality and inelficiency. 
Many of its officers are in the pay of one or other of the money-making rackets 
oF one or other of the political parties. No impartial action ean then be expected 
in the treatment of any situation, For this state of affairs successive Govern 
ments are, of course, primarily to blame. Even if an energetic and capable 
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chief of police were to be found he would be frustrated by the pusillanimity and 
imefficenty. of Ministers. Only a mission of foreign officers with adequate 

rs, which once granted can be exercised independently of changes in 
Government, and adequate funds at their disposal can be expected to turn the 
Persian police force into an instrument for the impartial suppression of disorder, 
and even they, as the experience of the American officers with the gendarmerie 
has shown, will have no easy task. ‘The quality of tho Persian police is of 
particular interest 10 His Majesty's Government since it is on that force that 
Feliance must, in the first instance, be placed for the protection of Anglo-Tranian 
Oil Company labour against intimidation and subversive provocation, 


Persian Air Force. 

52. Under the personal stimulus of the Shah, there has been good deal 
of talk about modernising and expanding the air force. The advice of the 
Royal Air Force as to equipment, raining, end organisation has been wut 
and in great measure taken, but in view of the chronically meagre air force vote 
progress is not likely to be rapid. 3 

59, Meanwhile, there is some superficial improvement in day to day work, 
but morale under Brigadier Khosrovani remains had 


Civid Air Lines in Persia, 

54. The Iranian State Airline, under the Ministry of Posts, ‘Telogeaphs 
and ‘Telephones, now operates two return services a week to Bagdad vin 
Kermanshah and one to Bushire via Isfahan and Shiraz. Passengers are not 
{olficially) carried south of Tefahan pending the installation of wiruleas facilities 
‘on this section of the rou 

35. The Persian commercial company’ talky a. lot but his done nothing. 
No more has been heard of the rumoured Russo-Persian company. ‘The Rassian 
‘so-called official services between Tehran and Moshed are well filled with Persian 
Commercial traffic as are thom to Pablevi and Tabria, which, however, appoar 
{wo be running less regularly than last: summer 

36. The Americans claim to havo applied to the Persian Government for 
rights to operate an olficial commercial service between Bagdad and Tehran ti 
Supplement aud gradually replace the military services of the United States Air 
‘Transport Corps. The French military line contine 
has been detected in some dubious practices about  visns 
Overseas Airways Corporation services a week to Bagdad, Lydda and Cairo are 
well filled with offic! load and private travellers can seldom be accommodated, 


Finance 
57. ‘The budget rexults for the Persian year 1823 (21st March, 194— 
20th March, 1945) showed « surplus on the ordinary budget of 81 million rials and 
4 deficit on the commercial budget of 543 million rials, making a net debit of 
402 million rile. ‘The total deficit in 1322 was 1,052 million rials. ‘These not 
unsatisfactory results were due mainly to the efforts of Dr. Millspaugh and his 
iission, ‘The future prospects now that Dr. Millspaugh has gone are uncertain, 
specially as the first item on the financial programme of any Government will 
now be the revision of the income tax law. 
8. The Persian Government, following the fall in the London price of 
\d announced on the Oth June, duly applied for the adjustment of their sterling 
lances under article 8 of the Financial Agreement, ‘They were informed by 
His Majesty's Embassy that none of the other Govornments with whom His 
Majesty's Government have sinilar payments agreements have asked for a 
similar adjustment, the change in price being the result of the reduction i 
insurance and transport costs to the United States; but that, His, Majesty's 
Government were prepared to adjust their balances if the Persian Government 
considered it was right to ask for this adjustment. 
‘30. The-scarcity of dollars led in June to the National Bank refusing to 


open dollar credits for goods ordeted from the United States. Following this 


action the Foreign Trad> Control Division and the Middle Fast Supply 
‘ebran, stopped issuing licences for American goods pending arrangements for 
the proper tilisation of Persia's dollar resources, Hitherto, the Persian 
Gorerntent have taken no steps to gain possession of dollars in private hands 
sor to obtain control ofthe dollars acering from current exports to the United 
States... The price of dollars on the free market rose to rials fifty (compared. with 
the official rate of rials thirty-two). 
[30018] o4 
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Economic Situation 


60. The Economic Organisation set up to take over the economic: depart- 
ments of the Government set up by Dr. Millspaugh, functioned rather better 
than Was at first expected, thanks mainly to the legacy of organteation and routine 
left by the Americans ahd to the continued preseaice of many metbers of the 
Millspaugh Mission. For all its shortcomings the Eoonomie Organisation was 
ablo'to maintain the essential economic services in operation at a time when 
Galina crisee would have paralysed. these departments had the Economic 
Organisation not existed: ‘The British cereals and transport teams alan 
continued to function. “The future of both the Americans and the British in 
the economic departments is, however, uncertain, and it is unlikely that they 
Wwill romain much longer. Corruption and confusion in the issue of import 
licences increased considerably during the quarter, the tendency being for obscure 
firms to get licences at the expense of the established importers. ‘The British, 
United States and Tndian Trade representatives have now intervened: jointly 
to try and effect an improvement in this situation. 

.B1. Markets showed no spectacalar movemeots in spite of the end of the war 
in Europe. It was greeted on the whole without eathusiasm by the merchants 
Who have had. profitable war and see the days of big profits receding. Exports 
of carpets, gum and skins to the United States were stimulated by the ‘nigh 
Premium on dollars. The sale of gold was discontinued by the National Bank oy 
the 22nd May: bat the market remained quite active and a steady export to Trad 
‘and Syria continued until late in the quarter. ‘ 


ry i 6 
fovernment, who were invited 
ng, he chief of thew assets 


Handing Hack of the British-American Run Section of the Pervian State 
bailway. 


reement, 
nid to follow the Anglo America 
the line to Persian control before 
of Allinace. 


Cereals Situation. 

64. By the end of June the total 
amounted to 214,000 tons, of which 134,00 
harvest will be a monster one. 


Embassy 

Aeprocating tre rman Governan 
decide whethor they will opealy assistance of tho Americans and British 
to get rid of the anticipated surplus of some 100,000 tons of rather 

wheat, or bow to the bullying of the Russians and risk a real glut 


amongst the cultivators, who will not be is x 
amungst who wil able to dispose of thelr 


merican enquiry of the Soviet 
log-in-the-manger reply 


Locust Control 

65. ‘This quarter saw the conclusion of the campaign in South Persia, which 

been operated by a Middle East anti-locnst unit. Although infestation over 
‘many parts, notably Bandar Abbas, was large, control was effective and no damage 
to crops occurred. This speaks highly for the administration of the campaign, 
‘since the difficulties vis-d-ris the Persian locast officers and Iubour were many 
Usually, the Persian officers’ reports of the area infested were greatly exa 
gerated, in order that they could obtain greater quantities of bait than would 
Recesary, and sell that which they could not use. Accounts and figures were 
Purposely falsified, until checked by the British Locust Officer. » 

66. “It is understood that no Middle East anti-locust unit will operate in 
Persia next year. 


Economic Warfare. 

67. ‘The quarter under review has been marked hy the Felixtation of controls. 
‘The Statutory List for Persia has been reduced to five names, ‘The Black List 
for Persia has ceased to operate and the sole name on it haa been deleted. 
duced’ NO* regulations concerning trade with Switzerland have been intro- 

luced. 


New American Ambassador. 

69. Mr. Leland Morris left Tehran on the 19th May, and his successor, 
‘Mr. Wallace Murray, presented his letters to the Shah on the 5th June. 

70. Mr. Murray scems friendly, and if he still retains the suspicion of 
British imperialism, which he certainly uned to possess, he shows no wigs of it at 
Present, though whether it has been dissipated by experience of merely out 
weighed by his greater suspicion of Rassin can only be surmised. Mr. Murray 
certainly outspoken in his it the methods which Russia is using 
Eastern Eur and in Persia, and by his attitude he ix helping ‘to put heart into 
the Persian Government, He is, however, rather timorous of making even the 
Slightest tnove without instructions from’ the State Department, and even. in 
feoking instructions he sem rather to leave it tothe State Departinent to ide 
instead of suggesting the course that the loeal situation seetns to call for. How: 
ever, he is a great improvement on his two predecessors, and if only his apparent 
‘aim in life was not to make ten words grow where one grew before, f-ahonld regard 
hima us a very good colleague. 


Polich Keacuees. 

71. During the period under review the evacuation of Polish refugees from 

Persia was almost at a standstill, since shipping to Persian Gulf Ports has been 

tly reduced owing to the diminution of " Aid to Rus Only seventy-eight 

les left Persia, travelling overland to Beirut. This left a total of 3705 in 
Persia at the end of June. 

72, Hitherto, the Poles had, on the whole, been reluctant to leave Persia 
for more distant destinations, since they hoped to return home soon. As, however, 
the prospects of a Soviet-controlled Poland appeared to them to increase, theit 
fear of being deported by force to Poland increased also, and most of them longed 
to leave Persia for any destination. It wa unfortunate, therefore, for them 
that shipping difficulties should have arisen at the same moment, 

Indian A fair 

78. The previous enthusiasm shown by the Persians at the Indo-Iranian 

Cultural Society's weekly meetings began to flag because of the chaotic state of 

litics in Persia, which left prominent Persians with insufficient time to devote 

to their political futures and to the society. However, by dint of hard work 

the Attaché for Indian Affairs suoceeded in’ sending off four out of the five 

students. selected for the Delhi Polytechnic courses in textile and ordinary 
engineering. 

74. In May the society entertained a number of guests at a lecture on Ind 
and Persia given by C. P. Skrine, Eaq., His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed, 
and illustrated by excellent coloured find monochrome cine-film: 

75. The English classes given by Indian teachers at Meshed, Yeed and 
Kerman continued to have somewbat poor attendance. The teacher for Ahwaz 
arrived in the middle of the “hot weather” and found it difficult to settle down, 
In consultation with the British Council he (and in turn the teachers from Kerman 
and Yezd) will attend “refresher” courses at the Anglo-Persian Institute int 
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‘Tehran during Joly and August. A newly arrived second teacher at Meshed 
seems to have the gift of collecting pupils and of keeping them interested in his 
English lessons, 


Indian Trade. 

76. Major M. Hassan, the first Indian Government Trade Commissioner 
to be appointed to Persia, arrived here on the 12th June. Tt will be some time 
before his office starts functioning properly as he has still to receive his staff and, 
his office equipment from India. 

77. The Government of India are planning to stage a commercial-cum- 
cultural exhibition regarding India avd Indian mannfactared goods in Tebran 
in the spring of 1946. Tt would also be shown in other important centres of the 
country, 


British Propaganda Activities 

78. It willbe swelled that on the 21st March this embassy voluntarily pave 
up its propaganda broadcasts {rum Radio Tehran. Public reaction bas 
nogligible, A few polite letters of regret have been received. The continued use 
by the Rosslans of their " cultural ” Utne on Tehran Radio to broadcast objection - 
able, or at least controversial, material is sufficient jostifieation alone for our 
Withdrawal before foreign broadcasts become so unpopular as to force the 
Porsians to stop them altogether, 


British Council, 

70, An the Public Relations Bureau of this embassy bas been reducing its 
activities with the ud of the war in Kurope, the Council hax had to reassure the 
Persian community that its work hor» will continue after the war, Persistent 

uests continue for the establishment of English teachers in country districts, 
if some, cares local eagerness has led to the formation of groups of voluntary 
English teachers. Unfortunately the Council bas not got the stall to assist. 
French, Russian and American competition in cultural matters ix on 
the inctease. 

Sl. Distinguished visitors during the quarter were; Profesor Davies. of 
London University, who inspected technical col Persia and delivered 
lectures on. British engineering; and Professor of Hertford College. 
Oxford (Middle East ropresentative of the council), who. delivered lectures om 
mediaval English illumination. Professor Zachner, of Christ Church, Oxford, 
‘who i a member of this embassy's Public Relations Bureau, delivered a lecture 
on Oar Wilde. The council's dramatic club produced the play." Granite” by 
Clemence Dane. 
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Miliary Atuaehee Tatligence Summary No. 34 forthe paried RIA dunt 10 


ih June, 1945, Communicated in 


shran dexputeh No, 217 of 25th June — 
(Received in Foreign Office, 4th July) 


Dersian Affairs, 
Politieal 


THE deadlock created by the refusal of the Deputies of the Opposition to 
solved. 


a 


credits of a fraction of last year's budget voted at interval by the Majlis. 4 
credit of one-twelfth was voted on the 17th June s 

3. Hassan Ali Kamal Hidayet, Minister without portfolio, has been 
appointed Minister of Justice in place of Amanullak Ardalan who declined 

‘appointment. : é 

Queen Fauzich has left Persia to visit her brother King Farrukh of 
Egypt. 

Economic. 

5. In an interview with the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Bader, the 
Minister of Finance, promised an early revision of Dr. Millspaugh’s anpoplar 
income fax law, the nlinimam intervention by the Government im commeree and 
economic affairs, and the encouragement of the formation of private companies 
for enterprises of public benefit. 

. The Persian press announces that the Economic Council has decided 
1 remove all restrictions on the operation of motor transport in Persia and to 
‘cll all lorries now controlled by the Road Transport Administration 

"The Council of Ministers has decided to increase freight rates on the 
Persian railways by 100 per cent. from the 22nd June. 

BA serious accident occurred on the southern section of the railway on 
the 19th June in which, according to the Persian press, somie forty persons were 
killed an another forty’ injured. 


Appointments—Civil, 

9.—(i) Sardar Akram Quragoziu, Mannur Ali, to be acting Governor-General 
of Kermanshab. 

(ii) Azizullah Bibnia to be Assistant to the Persian Trade Commissioner 
in India. 

(iii) Mahmud Arfa Munfarid to be First Secretary at the Persian Consulate- 
General in, Herat. 

(ix) Abdal Hussain Sardari to be First Seoretary atthe Persian Legation 
in Berne. 


Persian Army. 
10. A list of the officers of the American Advisory Mission with the Persian 
‘army is attached ax Appendix 1 to this Summary, 


British Interests 

11. ‘The commander-in-chief in the Middle East and the general officer 
commanding-in-chief in Persia and Iraq visited ‘Tehran during the week and 
held conferences with His Majesty's Ambassador. 

12. British troops will cease to be responsible for the security of the railway 
from Andimeshk to Tehran on the Ist July. 


Russian Interests, 


13. Tt was recently stated in certain Persian papers that the Russian 
Ambassador hiad expressed the opinion that the persons interned by the Allies 
‘were innocent of the charges made against them. The Soviet Embassy has now 
Published a statement to the effect, that no opinion as to the guilt or innocence 
of the internees had teen expressed by any member of the Soviet Embassy staff, 
but that the Persian Government had been informed that the Soviet authorities 
had no objection to the release of the remaining internees, 

14, It seome that Rassian oficers may have been engaging in commercial 
transactions on their own account for the Soviet Embassy has published in the 
Persian press a warning against entering into commercial transactions with any 
Russian officer unless he is in possession of a certificate of authority signed by 
She commander ofthe Soviet forge in Paria, 

15. newspaper Zafar, cinl organ of the Tudeh Labour organist 
tion, announces that the Persian © Workers” Union” has iesoed invitatona 10 
the ® Workers’ Unions” of Russia, Great Britain, America and France to send 
missions to Persia to study the conditions of the working classes. Russia had 
accepted this invitation and was sending a mission under Borisoy, a member of 
the executive connmittee of the Soviet Workest’ Union. 

16. An example of the type of propaganda that is being addressed to the 
Persian employees of the A.LO.C. by the Russian-inspired Persian press is 
attached to this Summary as Appendix 2 





















































17. Tn Azathaijan the Tudeh party appears to have moderated for the time 
being its attacks on Persian landlords, tribal chiefs and the partisans of Seyyid 
Zia and to be devoting more of its energy to championing the cause of the 
unemployed, Tn response to notices posted up by the Tudeh Workers’ Union 
some 6,000 unemployed, it is claimed, have now registered at the office of the 
union. “After a meeting of the unemployed a telegram, said to. represent the 
views of 5,000 people, was sent to the Government urging’ 2 programme of public 
works to provi loyment. It mentioned, in particular, the completing of 
the railway from Mianeh to Tabriz, the exploiting of oil and other minerals 

Azarbaijan and the building of hospitals and other institutions. A tendency 
has been noticed in the Tudeh party: in Tabriz to widen ite appeal to include 
hourgeois elements, even merchants and landlords, 


Tehran, 2th June, 1945. 


Appendix 1 
Staff of the American Military Mission to the Persian Army as on 12th June, WAS. 

Major-General ©. 8, Ridley, 

Colonel F- G. Dumont, Transport Services. 

Colonel 'T. E. Mahoney, Q-M. Branch, 

Colonel TL. Solgard, Accounts Branch. 

Tiewt-Colonel J. A. Lee. 

Lieut-Colonel KT! Brunswold., 

Major M. Wulwick, Medical Adviser. 

Major R. D. Swick’ 

Major J. E, Calhoun, 

Major R, F. Conly, 8.0. to General Ridley. 

Captain W,D. De Armond. i 

Captain R. Re Murray. 


‘The above are all on the staff in Tehran, 


Advisers on Supply Matters to Divisional Commaniters 


Liewt.-Colonel E.G. Tremaine, Isfahan, 
Lieut-Colonel RH. Foster, Tehran, 
Lieut-Colonel WR. Fields’ Sanandaj. 
Lieut.Colonel W. Re Barker, Shira 
Lieut.-Colonel L. T. Hall, Ahwaz. 
Major W. D. Hull, Kerman, 

Major E.R. Staniey, Zahidan, 

Major E. M. Collins, Khurramabad, 


N.B—Lieut-Colonels Tremaine and Barker are both leaving. shortly. 


Appendix 2 


Summary of article in newspaper® Zafar of the YTth June, the official organ oj 
‘he Tudeh labour oryantiation me eee a 


horities of the Oil 
pix {be sunmarsl) This trike ad oat the 

-O.C. very dear, a ere seeking 
themselves on the workers instead of falling the workers demande they teed 
fore, intrige, and money aguinat the workers As a real uf the depetic 
Macisions of the authorities of the company, 400 workers were thrown wit a 
work. In this way the rights of Persian withers were sacrificed to the lon of 
lana of caitlin Eoor hundred Pri Tae yor tow fed ith 
inger, tisfortane and oppression by the employers. They hail race ayaiane 
foreign capitalists to demand the rights of Persian’ workers, they fad proved 
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to ithe world that the Persian workers could not be kept. aa slaves. any longer; 
this strike was proof of the social and political maturity af the workers. Although 
the workers had suffered as a result of the cruel behaviour of their masters they 
ould continae the struggle to fre thenselees for ever from oppresion ty 
exploitation. Now that the workers were faced with the ruthless behaviour of 
the A.L.0.C, they asked help from fellow workers and lovers of freedom. This 
help to unemployed workers who were aubjected to the anger of foreign capitalists 
wold deal a'severe blow lo the evil magnates and their agents, By 

Tellow workers, Persian, workers and lovers of freedom, would atrang 
national reaction. It was the dnty of every courageous ‘worker and lover of 
Treedom to lighten the misfortunes and pressure on the tinemployed workers of 
Kermanshah, and in their time of trootle to help them, The paper states that 
tp to now it had received several thousand rials for the snemployed. workers 
tnd expresses the hope that subscriptions would increase. 
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Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period 2th Sune to 
tut Jal Communicated in Tehran despatch No, 281 of 2nd July.— 
(Receiced in Foreign Office W1th July) 


Persian Affairs 
ial. 
1. Tho political deadlock continues, the minority opposition refusing to 
attend tho Majlis and the majority refusing to consider the resignation 
of the Prime Minister, ‘The minority, under the leaders 


the majority of 

This Majlis had 

first assembled, five urgent tasks: to form a Government 

that would command the confidence of the people: to ensure the prosecution and 

Punishment of offences against the law; to revise the electoral law; to lower the 

cost of living and to alleviate poverty: to ubrogate the special powers given to 

Dr, Millspaugh. Only the last of these had teen accomplished. In selecting « 

Prime Minister the majority of the Deputies had no other consideration than to 

find one whom they could trust to use the influence and authority of the Govern- 

ment to secure their re-election. ‘That was why they had selected Sadr and that 
‘was why Sadr was opposed. 


Economic. 
3. The railway from Tehran to the Persian Galf bas now been handed back 

to the control of the Persian authorities. ‘The sector between Ahwaz and Khor- 
ramshahr, which was constrncted by the British army, has been pot at the disposal 
‘authorities, on condition that they maintain it, pending decision 

The Russians have as yet shown no indication of an intention 

the Sector controlled by them from Tehran to the Caspian Sea, ‘The 

al deficit on the operation of the whole railway from the Persian Gulf to 

the Caspian Sea has hitherto been met by His Majesty's Government, Limited 
Fayette will continue to, te made by His Majesty's Gorerament up to the 
10th September to cover deficits on the operation of the railway south of Tehran 
only. The Persian Government is being informed that His Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment accepts no further financial responsibility for the railway north of Tehran 


Titernal Security. 
Eastern Azerbaijan. 

4. Itis reported from Andebil that among the Shahsayans, who have always 
prided themeelves on their loyalty to the Shab His Majesty's prestige bas greatly 
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‘suffered front bis apparent impotence'to prevent the arrest-and detention by'the 
Russians of an important Shaksavan chief, Amir Arslan—see Summary 
No, 22/45, paragraph 6. 


Kurdistan 

5. ‘The Persian General Staff has decided to send a column to Dizli, 
Avroman, Merivan and Rezab. ‘The scope of the operation is not known. It is 
tunderstood to be to collect unauthorised arms, to show the Persian flag, and to 
seltle some local disputes. In Rezab a certain’ Hassan Khan has recently unlaw- 
fully seized certain villages. In Merivan the behaviour of Mabmnd Kanisanani 
has not eon eatifactory ‘The occupation of Bach and Sardasht in December 
1944 does not seem to have been followed by any excessive oppression by the 
Persian troops. His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Kermanshah recently visited both 
villages, and his report shows that economic conditions have improved and that 
something has teen done to reconstruct Baneh, destroyed by Hama Rashi 

6. In Northern Kurdistan, from Mahabad to Rhoi, v 
general deterioration of the situation as regards the attitude of the Kurds 

ds the Persian Government, In Mahabad the British Pablic Relations 

‘cinema van recently met with a hostile reception from some Kurdish hooligans. 


Khsistan, 

7, Some alarm was caused by the return to Khnzistan of a Bani Turuf 
sheikh, Yunas Asi, who last November, daring. the operations for the disarma 
ment of the Arabs, refused to surrender hia arms and took refuge with some of his 
followers in Iraq, wher, itis believed, he was ordered to live in Amareb. On hi 
roturn he was joined by some other sheikhs and together they attacked some Arab 
villages near Bustan, burnt houses and carried off cattle. They were, however, in 
thir turn attacked by loyal sheikh Fighteen of the insurgents were captured 
‘and are to be tried by military court. Yunas Asi has disappeared. It is as well 
Ut thie minor gutbreak hae teen suppressed, since some Persians would be ready 
to believe that the return of a rebel Arab chief from Iraq is somehow connected 
With the design, of which the Russian inspired Persian pres frequently accuses 
the British, of forming an independent Arab province in Khuzistan as part of the 
Arab federation 


Baluchistan. 

8. Birdar Tdu Khan Roki, who is suapseted of having been implicated in the 
murder of the electioneoring agent of the opponent in the last elections af his soa, 
hhas been deported from Khwash to Kerman, 


Ruisian Afirs, 
9. Reporte from ‘Tehran, Meshed, Birjand, Hamadan, Kermanshab, 
Senatidaj and other places in Southern Kurdistan speak of a general inerease in 
‘Tudeh propaganda and activities. In the towns the Tudeh have been success{ul 
in infiltrating their influence into the police—a necessary preliminary to accure 
freedom for subversive and provocative activities 
Tn the anti-loeust campaign on the Moghan steppe north of Ardebil the 
Russians are assisting the Persian authorities with eight experts, eight aircraft 
‘and forty-eight lorries. 
11. Tt seems that the Arab Federation does not meet with the approval of 
the Russians, since it has been criticised with hostility in the Persian press 
red by the Russians. It is there represented as another design to preserve 
Britain's imperial interests and to prevent ideas of freedom spreading to, the 
Middle East; as an extension and consolidation of the policy long followed by 
Britain to control all the States along the routes to India, a policy obvious! 
dangerous to Persian independence. British intervention in Syria and her all 
desire to exclnde Russia from the conference that is to discuss a settlement of the 
dispute between France and the Levant States are also represented as part of the 


She Russi: rithdrawing all thei 
3 sians are withdrawing al "ir security troops from the railway 
south of Tehran on the tat July. ‘fod ag hela 


Chinese Affaire. 
18. Dr. T. V. Soong has arrived in Tehran on his way to Moscow. 


Tehran, Lst Duly, 1945. 
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Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 26, Secret, for the period 2nd July 
to Bh Jay 1945. (Communicated ve Tehran despatch No. S38 of 9th July, 
Received Bist July) 


Persian A fairs. 
Political a : 
1. In spite of the Shah's appeal to the representatives of the majority an 
minority: parties to come to & compromise in the interests of the country, the 
Minority fontinue to prevent the presentation of the Government to the Majlis 
by alfeating themselves and so reducing the number present helow the necessary 
quorum. legal quorum is fixed at two-thirds of the number of Deputies 
Freseut in Tehras, and the majority is still few short of this number Some of 
the Deputies of the minority who vote according to Russian instructions from 
fear and not from conviction had agreed 10 leave Tehran so as to reduce. the 
umber required for a qooram, but they gota very plain hint from the Russians 
Of the dangers they would ri doing 

2 MPuniie opinion bas been greatly disturbed by a statement broadcast hy 
Angora radio. allegedly on the authority of a Reuter message, to the eflect that 
sr'fnportant element in the solution of the Dardanelles problem was the aunexa- 
dina te Russia of Persian Azartaijan, which had been demanded by a committee 
Of the province. The whole Tehran ‘press is load in protest. Tt is suid, with 
truths chat there is no committee in Ararbaijan that could make such a demand, 
Siu berhape with lees trath, that there ix 0 Azarbaijani who would, The Turks 
aan verattea! for giving. pablicity to such a mischicvous statement, ‘The Tudeh 
rnin pay that sg Brith veo soi Rw erin, ean 
‘although there 18 ion for reconsidralion 0 
i auch eousiderations apply to Persia's 

for 120 years 
party. the Tradeh-i-MGlli, mado some 
very oulepoli YPersin. Ho said. that Rossian 
vals had: open mh the nr at Rasa rope 
? ates of Russian chotce, an 
Deo ratios who hind. been elected 


adeh press, 
ha Persia, has counteracted 
witha To discredit 
Seyyid Zi 


a Su No. 24/25. parageaph, 15), 
Kuansade' che former described a2 view president, the later as chief of the 
KazuetWorkers’ Union, also Akbundoy, Ibrabimoy, and Mme, Simonine Keva 
‘They were met at the aerodrome by members ‘of the Tudeh labour organisation, 


who garlanded them with flowers. 
Economic. 
condition; the 


comotives and 
of the 



























































exoess of Persia's needs. The Allies had developed the railway to a capacity 
of 11,000 tons a day, whereas Persian requirements were not likely to exceed 
8,000 tons a day. Any material that was decided to be surplus to Allied war 
needs would be offered to the Persian Government at a reasonable price. More 
‘over the British military authorities were offering 815 lorries at cost price, which 
would greatly improve the transport. facilities of the country and, he tioped, help 
to reduce the cost of living. The Allies had hitherto financed the railway. The 
Persian administration was now faced with operating costs of 900 million rials 
against an estimated revenoe of 350 million rials. They had therefore. been 

bliged to raise freights by 100 per cent. Even if that brought ina revenue of 
700 millions there would still, be a deficit and this conld be wiped ont only by 
‘economies such as reduction of staff. The railway naw employed 99,000; at least 
13,000 would have to be discharged. He understood that the Russians were 
disposed to hand back the railways north of Tehran; they had already reduced 
the number of Soviet officials on the railway by 60 per cent. : 
has, of course, been attacked for admitt 
treated the Persian railway administrat 

6 Te should have been noted in pa 


A ppointments—Cieil 
7 Ali Muhammad! Sadiq Shahbazi to be Farmandar of Maku. 


Appointmente—Military. 


(i) Sartip Muhammad Mazhori, Head of the 4th Bureau, General Staff, 
to be Awiatant Mead of the Advisory Department of the Ministry 

for War. 

(ii) Sathang Ahmad Thtisabian, Head of ue Ist Burnau, General Staf, to 

__. _.be Hend of the Military Secondary Schoo, Tehran. 

(iii) Sarhang Husain Siam, Head of the 2nd Bureau, General Stall, to be 
Director General of Stores in the Army Transport Departroent 

(iv) Sarhang Ghulam Reza Shabia Nuri, Head of the 3rd Bureau, General 
Staff, to be Assistant-Commandant of the Offers’ College. 

(s) Sarhang Hussain Manucheri, attached to the Staff, to be Head of the 
Ist Bureay, General Stafl, N11 Q. 

(ri) Saphang Dov Hassan Ahiv, to be Head ofthe 2d Buren, General 


(vii) Sarhang Mahmoud Amini, to be Head of the rd Burean, General 
(vill) Sarhang. Ali Asgar Muzayyini, to be Head af the 4th Bureau, General 
Staff, A.H.Q. 


Internal Security. 
Fars and Kuhigalu. 

9. Restlessness is again becoming evident in Kuhigalu. ‘There was some 
minor serapping in the Intter half of June between the followers of Hussein Quli 
Rastami and those of Ali Quid Qiveh. Boir Ahmadi. The Boir Abmadi ‘are 
also said to be tnixed up in an attack made by Muhammad Ali Liravi_on the 
properties of his rival, Fathullah Khan Hiat Dandi. ‘These two were fighting 
with each other in June 1044, see Summary No. 23/44. paragraph 9, and a settle- 
ment of their quarrel had been made some months ago by the Governor-General 
of Fark. Abdullah Khan Zarghampur is accased of now assisting Muhammad 
Ali, but he says that itis his half-brother Khosrow, with whom only very recently 
‘tid he pateh mp a (sce Summary 10/45 paragraph 8). Persian forces have 
ben ordered to, take action to stop the Sighting. 

10, In spite of the pact made between Mortezs Quli Khan, Governor of 
Bakhtiari, and Nasir Qashyai (see Summary No. 32/44, paragraph 8) the 
Darrehshiri Qashgai have been raiding into Bakhtiari territory in the 
Gandaman district and levying tolls on goods passing through their territory. 


South Kurdistan. 

11. communiqué issued by the Persian General Staff says that 1,007 rifles 
have beeu collected from the inbabitants of the Sanandaj and Saqqiz areas. Some 
of these are rifles that had been issued to landowners and villagers for their own 
protection, 


North Kurdistan. mae 

12. As a movement for Kurdish independence K. Society appears to 
have been supplanted by the party known as Komala, According to Persian 
Neer a hen Suita by Aiielsof the Herki, Shakal, Jalal of Mergavar 
and Tergavar. of whom Zero Beg Herki is the inost active, and its activities 
extend from Mahabad to Maka. Zero Beg is a Russian protégé who would have 
been eliminated long ago by his neighbours if st bad not been for Russian support 
The Mamish, influenced by Quraint Agha, and the Deh Bukri, under the influence 
of Amir Assad, are not yet committed to'open support of thé movement, What- 
ver the trath may be, the Kurds believe that the movement has Russian approval, 
‘and there is much circumstantial evidence to confirm their belief. It is reported, 
and appears to be true, that attempts are no longer being made to persuade the 
Kurds to join the Tudeh party, which foand little favour with them, Kurdish 
independence is a more effective slogan, 


Russian Interests, 


13, An entirely reliable report states that on all roads leading southwards 
from the Caspian provinges stalwart members of the Tudeh party, wearing arm- 
thande indicating that they are officials appointed to prevent the export of rice, 
fire stationed within the protective radius of Russian military posts to stop and 
Search all lorries Jeaving the area for the south. Any rice carried is thrown off, 
‘The local inhabitants when questioned said. that they were powerless to protest 
the Tadeh said that the rice would be exported by the British and that this coal 
pot be allowed while Persians were starving, But the Tudeh did not object to 
Tice being exported to Russia. Force was on the side of the Tudeh. Resistance 
‘was followed by a beating and the destruction of property. Persian officials gave 
no protection, ‘i f 

Further information has now been received of the hostile demonstration 
agaitet the PLB, cinema. van, at Malinbad, which was. reported in, Sum- 
tary No, 25/45, paragraph 6. It was organised by the Komala party (seo para 
Graph 1a), members of which paraded near the van, heating drums and bearing 
loft @ lar “rait of Stalin. The electric leads of the apparatus wore twice 
tat Teas by no means certain that this outburst was approved by the Russians. 
Tt may have originated in a spontancous desire of the members of the Komala 

ty to demonstrate their preference for Russia over Great Britain, There had 
{een no previous indication of anti-British feeling in Mahabad. i 
15. othe total deliveries against the contract made by the Soviet authorities 
th the Persian munition factories (see paragraph No. 11 of Summary No. 4% 
Of 1949) up to the date when the contract was closed were— 
41.500 rifles, ~“ 
18,623,000 rounds of small arm ammunition 
10.279 machine pistols, 
‘The figures stated in, the contract were— 
e000 rounds of SALA. 
442,000,000 roands of S.A.A. 
‘30,000 machine pistole. 
Deliveries began in April 1948 and ended in January 1945. 


Tehran, 8th July, 1945, 


(E 5844/70/34) a) 
i és Summary, No. 27 for the Period. 9th July to 
Mila Attach In Chmvenicned in Vedran Despatch No. 288 of foit duly 
Received in Foreign Office, 25th July.) 


Persian Affairs: 
Political. 
‘THE. political, deadlock 
‘Sadr must resign, the majority 
majority have now sufficient 
(30018) 
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absence of the minority, for a question to be For thi 
, for a put to the vote. For this it is 
necessary that three-quarters 0 ber 0 les 
a gt as cary of the number of Deputies present in Tehran 
z.Seyyid Zin’s speech to his followers, mentioned in Summary N 
paragraph'3, which was printed and widely distributed, called fats o cedent 
Aud abusive rejoinder in Pravda, later broadcast trom Moscow. Seyyid Zia 
self, the Prime Minister and his Goverument, friends of the British aid every 
clement! in Persia that does not truckle to the ‘Tudeh party are attacked with 
toch venom. The reactionaries, it says, have greatly intensified their activities 
to suppress the movement for freedom and are organising terrorist groups, 
arming the trites and forwing tribal unions with & View to attacking ot ably 
the Tudeh party but also Russian interests. ‘The publication of such an article 
in an offictal organ of the Soviet Government is obviously. meant to leave on 
Pefsan minds the impresion that THassia may tear to forcible meanest 
7 oppose Russian designs. ‘The Russians tegan to broadcast 
the article from the "ehran Wireless. Station in the period’ allotted vo. the 
Irano-Soviet Cultural Society for cltaral talks; Dut to Rear themes Spo 
: ety for cultural talks; but to bear themsc 
from their own, broadvasting station was too mach Tor the Pera suibariis 
The closed it down and announced! immediately afterwards that the Russian 
broudoast was not in accordance with the conditions on which the Allies were 
lowed to use the station. In present conditions itt only the Russian version 
af the situation in’ Persia, w version grossly fal in mao important respects 
at rea the world, since the Russian members of the Anglo-Soviet-Persian 
conorahip stop every press message that reports the true fact. 
Antaid e, from Angors stating thar the annexation of Persian 
Azarbaijan to Russia had. been demanded. bya provincial. tommitice 
zarbaijan (see Summary No, 26/45, paragraph 2) has forced even the Tedch 
Papers to dany that there is any demand among Persian Azarbaijanie for the 
Sete i vince to Russia oF any desire on Rossa's part to acquire 
1s Medical Congress (se Summary No. 23) 7 
week of daily confeencen wae chsd the Sth Way iieetaet ons 
{dea of this congrone had been forced on the Persians hy the Russians to provid 
@ latter with an international aniience for their prepagenia, Tee 


Economic. 


sakes tort eteutlve Committco of the Government Koonomie Council Ban 


edit of 10 million tomans to pay for the 8 
to Allied militar i "dered a the eae 
Sonata by Asli fen fete Penn 


pre Persian Forces, 
@ The Ministry for War has decided 
ot toes Minit as decided to construct houses in the vicinity 
a ir ue amodation, fae Five million rials are to be 
x ber of conscript officers have beet released £1 
the oa 4 el from the army befé 
sheen of their fall period of compulsory service in order to effect, cccmomy in 
Gendarmerie. 
8. Headquarters of di 
except in Furs and Azarbaijan, and regiments ey 
amin of central geadarmerie had 
a 
an the’ ove hand and 


n abolished in the gendarmerie 
iments will in future be unde i 

rir ia Tehran "Th ily 

sathorities in the provinces 

Previously the district 


id the 
wwarskopf, American adviser to 
fin America, has tetreed eo 


of his jc 
that he had bese euceeeta 
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internal Bennie: 

Fors and Kuhigalu. “ : 
10, Later reports indicate that Muhammad Ali Liravi's outburst against 
Fathullah Hiatdandi's properties near Liravi (see Summary No. 26/45, para- 
9) is not so serious as to be likely to rene the intervention of troops. 
TALS, Mame hase buen a few casualties the dispute seca susceptible of 
eee te nnegotiation. Nasir Qashgat, fortified by the encouragement of 
Seat Malic has arrived in ‘Tehran to make, it is hoped, his peace with 

the Shah and the general staf. 


Southern Kurdistan. 3 

It is reported that the column of ‘Persian troops operating in southern 
Kurdistan to which reference was made in Sammary No. B57 45, paragraph 6, 
met with some opposition before it succeeded in entering Rezaby and that both 
sides sutfered casualties 


Hamasan. 

web demonstrations in Hamadan during the first fortnight in July 
tuave iodo eonticts with the police resulting in Tafories to both sides and the 
arrest of Tudeh leaders. 


Russian A fairs 


48 Reports, not yet fully confirmed, say that the control of affairs in 
Gilan and Mazanderan is passizig into the hands of Tudeh committees or Soviets 
Tn Azarbaijan the process of substituting Russian coptrol, whether, exercised 
Uirect or through the Tudeh party, for Persian continues steadily. Some 
landlords of Maragheh were prevented from visiting their estates by a party of 
‘Tudeh toughs. ‘Two Shahsevan chiefs (se Summaty No. 25/45, paragraph 4) 
‘are still detained in Tabriz by the Russians and the Persian subjects Taba 
Gf amault on some Russian civilians are still in Russian custody. ‘The Trano- 
Soviet Cultural Society has now monopolised the whole of the municipal garden 
in Tabriz, ‘The Persian forces are immobilised in their barracks. The Kurds 
of western Azarbaijan snap their fingers at the Persian authorities, | Tho 
ted flag, hoisted by the Kurds at Mahabid on VE-day, flew for three weeks, 

14 Two extracts from the Persian press, which inay safely be assumed to 
have been dictated by the Russians, are attached to this summary. The first 
discusses the Rumian attitude to Turkey, ‘The second diacawsos British policy 
in the Middle, or rather Near Eaat Russian-inspired Persian press lias 
been publishing increasingly violent anti-British articles, Great Britain is 
accused of opposing all movements of freedom and progress, and of deliberately 
‘weakening small Powers so that British imperialism may be domina 

15. "The Soviet Conml-General in Khucistan has recently made an extended 
tour of east Persia, visiting Tabas, Yaed, Kerman, Zabedan, Mirjawa, Zabul and 

Birjand. Photographs were taken of the airfields constructed by the British, 
which are of much interest to the Russians. 

16. Reports continue to be received of an increase of Russian troops on the 
Perso-Turkish border and of the construction of defences, bat they’have not yet 
been confirmed by any reliable source. Manceurres of Russian tioops did take 
place along the frontier in June, but no reliable information is available as to 
the number of troops that took, pa suspicion is frequently voiced that the 
Hesire to bring pressure on Turkey is an added reason for the retention of Russian 
troops in, Azarbaijan. 


Tehran, 15th Fully, 1945. 


Appendix A. 
Summary of Articls in Newspaper Mardi of 6th July, 1945, 


‘A LEADER discusses the Soviet note to Turkey and the false news item 
broadcast by Angora Radio concerning Azarbaijan, and states that some people 
had been surprised at the suddenness of the Soviet note, but if the course of events 

fe ‘and various items of news were fitted together, one would find that 

‘Soviet messure had not been sudden, tnt merely one in a series of notes and 
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discussions concerning the probable revision of the Turko-S ft 

Sec eg rab te Srp ey 

in the form of an ultimatum, and a specific time-limit had not been Bed, An 

teats Turkish Government Wished 0 open negotiations abe could cepa 
eceptance of the terms... Not only the Soviet Union, but 

free nation had the right to specify the terms Snap ueitinos aan 
: ify ‘on which negotiations wi 

Government should be carried on or refrain from concading x tseaty witht 

country whose attitude she considered unfriendly to herself. Commenting on the 
rms, the writer states that Kars and Ardahan had been ceded to 

time when the newly formed Soviet Goverament was safl he 

‘of war, and she didnot wish to have any = with th 

friendship she desired, She had even 

experience had shown that 

with the Soviet Union, 


ata 


ress showed 
ler attitude 
t on the life o Paj 
the vt ion Te Sort 
¥ divisions of 1) army idl 
sed them elsewhere. Rosine 


rent frown that of Turkey, 
ed er share to te victory 
Feria hol be sincere in hor 

preserving friendly relat 
er pres eae a ine 
S18 for opening negotiations with Turkey wat 
lemocratic régime, Tt was natural on the part 


sh a cP ise cas eh sr 


Appendix B. 


Summary of Batract from Persian Newspaper Rabbar of 12th July, 1945. 
A LEADER 


nations of the League of 


that area, with which 
the evolution of world 


in that county, 

‘were aimed at exciuding Russia and Fi 
i tint abe dominated the Middle East: Britain naerteced 
‘risis“in her relations with France, the repercussions of 





101 


Which wore felt in the West. In the same way that the uselessness of the idea of 
‘separate peace” or "regional ware” was proved, a world balance could not 
be partial or local. The great evolutions and progressive movements created in 
Entope could not be confisied to that continent, and while the collapse of German 
fascism had brought about a new balance of Europe, the effects of this chan, 
were manifest in the Middle East, where the situation was bound to follow 

eral trend of the world. The principles of this new balance would be: (1) the 

truction of the domination of any Great Power and of a one-sided policy so that 

all interested countries might enjoy an equal status in sharing in the solution of 
general affairs; (2) dictatorial and Fascist régimes, and the influence of 
Tinperialism which prevailed in most Middle East countries, would be 
‘exterminated. 


(E 5575/70/34) (5) 

Military Attaché's Tatelligence Summary No. 28 for the Period 16th July to 
‘Dod July, 1945. —(Communicated in Tehran Dexpatch No, 259 of Bnd uly 
Received in Foreign Office, W0th July) 


Persian A airs 
Potitient. 
MUHSIN SADR presented the following Cabinet to the Majlis on the 

Vth aly — 

Finance: Mahmud Bader 

Justice: Hassan Ali Kamal Hida) 

Commerce and Industry: Abbas Quli Gulshayan 

Without Portfolio: Mustafa Adl 

War: Thrahim Zand 

Health : Dr. Said Malik 

Agriculture = Dr. Nakhai. 

Comiunications: Nadir Arasteh, 

Foreign Affairs: Anushirwan Sipahbodi 

Education; Ghulam Hussein Rabnema, 


‘A Minister of Posts and Telegraphs will be appointed Jater and the Prime 
Minister will sume charge of the Miniatry of the Interior, The Governments 
Lspoint programme was then read as follows 

(i) To safeguard and strengthen the bonds of friendship existing between 
Persie aud the. Allies and other friendly. Governments hax always 
toon ne of the principal aims of the Persian ‘Goverament, "My 
Government also recognises it as a primary duty to apply all its efforts 
and energies to strengthening and confirming that friendship. To 
‘achieve this goal my Government will base its policy on sincerity and 

fustice, and its policy towards each one of our great Allies will be 

ased on the complete political and economic independence of Persia, 
and mntual respect, conforming to the Tripartite Pact, the Atlantic 
Charter and the Tehran Declaration. 

(ii) Study of economic problems with » view to taking steps and creating 
‘organisations which will meet the needs and interests of the country 


spec 
the high roads and irrigation, 
workers in accordance with 


plan: 
(30918) 13 
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(is) Stiidy and revision of teaching programm , icati 

" programines, acc be’ applica 

Of the Compulsory Educatiot Lavr, und steps tobe taken to estab 
sccuadary vee openers omer ee net 

io eatin oe Woe ase a y 

(xi) Preparation of long-term plans to develop agriculn y 
‘gta the cry athe tang "ot is to thie end in the 


2 Thedebate on the programme began in the Majlis session of 
plement npr 
tie Setgree cing s specific reference to the evacuation of Persia by Allied 
eae rept Penns nto na 
praca asian ean aes 
Hn a a eat cata ey onl ee 
employ idl abot o become unemployed as the result chal 
eT sie as Genesee Tach a ae es 
fo.pranice: ener asa for them. me Farrukh, who supported ‘Gorerss 
ment, red to evacuation and later revived the cl 2 ° 
pre ape ren oor 
¢ ag al iy irs Commission. The debate was to be continued in the session 
3 0 Persi fe iis 
Govan? eG joverument has now recognised the new Polish National 
4. The Minister of Finance has tabled a further two-twelfths Budget Bill, 


A ppointments—Civil, 
5—(i) Amir Ab i Fe 
(i) ic Abed Miia ofthe Ministry for Foreign Afar tobe second 
Abmad Zabiir to be first secretary at Bertie. 
Abdul Hussein Samii to be attached to the Persian Legation, London. 
r Amini (P.O, 15-M.A. 19) to be Director of the Economic 
Mrganisation now placed directly under the Ministry of Finance. 


Gconeena Persian Forces. 

6, With reference to paragraph 9 of last Intel 
sates eae eg epee, Ser 
Amerioa of a farther ; equipment sufficient for a network of 
Lele — two proent pr ktpe for W/T. one for administrative duties 


American Military Mistion, 


7. Sco Appendix I to Intelligence S Ne 
‘The revised Ital bs given in Appendix I to rey Ba eS auth Sone 


British Military Interests. 

B. At tho suggestion of the Chief Signal Officer, S Pe 
particsof Porat finemen ad tecatean are being rine line anon 
care of lnatrumeats and carrer equipment.” This was a necemary if the 
iptheen eal hep jown after purchase ty the Persian Ministry 

‘Since the cessation of aid to R 
me cessation of ai ussia, i.e, from the 4th Mi a 
{oh Joly, the British military” authorities bavo discharged the Tearing 


‘Skilled. Unskilléd. Total. 
Ss 1413 
65 610 
10 377 
335 
1,659 2.070 
528 
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From August 1944 to July 1945 the following discharges by British mi 
American military, U-K.C.C., and others had previously been reported :— 


British naval and military 
United States army 

UKCO. : 
Miscellaneous (Skodas, &). 


Total 


Internal Security. 

Pars and Kukigalu. 

10. Nasir Qashgai has had an audience of His Imperial Majesty the Shab. 
He has also seen His Majesty's Ambassador, He does not intend to stay in 
Tehran longer than is necessary for him to arrange for the education abroad 
of his son Abdollah. A fairly reliable report states that at hin audience with 
His Imperial. Majesty the Shab, Nasir Khan spoke bluntly. on the general 

arity and indiscipline in the country and warned the Shab that continued 
lack of 2 firm Government could only result in the disintegration of Persia in 
the very near fature. Only a Persian eoitld fail to sce anything inconsistent 
fn Nasi’s adoption of the role of mentor and in his conveniently forgetting his 
wn past share in weakening Persia by harbouring ber enemies and maintaining 
im Fare an armed rebellion against the cept authority " 

{nm the dispote between Muhammad Ati Liravi and Fathullah Hintdaudt 
(Gee paragraph 10 of last summary) farther intervention by the small military 
foroe sent to Liravi has as yet beet found unnecessary. 


Southern Kurdistan. 

11._ No further news has been received about the activities of the Persian 
army column which entered Rezab (see paragraph 11 of last intelligence susntnary) 
Tis asks, as enumerated by the Chief of the General Staff, seem ill-defined. Tt 1» 
to show the flag in those more remote parts of Southern Kurdistan which tie 
tetween the Sennanda}-Merivan and Kermanshah Nandshab roads, to destroy 
ny armed force of Kards which may oppose it and to cut off thowe tribes Tiving 
found Merivan from support by the Avroman tribes to the south. No arrange: 
Ihouts for ite maintenance in this inaccessible area will have been made by a 
Mon-iateat supply department and, after few ‘weeks’ sojourn there, during 
Minich time it will have commandeered and exhausted the supplies of the country 
ide it will return to ite base at Sennandaj. 

12" The J.A.F. nomads are reliably reported to have signed an agreement 
with the Iraq authorities not to eross the frontier into Persia this summer. "They 
Tailed to indhce the Persian frontier commissioner to modify his conditions for 
their entry_-conditions which they regarded ns too onerous 


Britioh Interests. 

18. His Majesty's Goverment are reminded from time to time that the 
Persian Government has not given up its elaim to Babrein. ‘The claim is rather 
Shadowy as it is based o0 a total period of sovereignty of 570 years in the Inst 
saaittcn ‘conturies of which 350 years belong to the pre-Mubarmadan era. Tn 
Titre recent times Persia cannot be suid to have exercised effective rule for more 


than 107 years in the aggregate, and i is now over 100 eats since she Inst 
Told the jolands.. ‘The Persian claim was restated recently. in the. Russian 

wed paper Rahbar.. Stil more recently 4 party of Bahreini pilgrims bound 
for Seshod were topped in Khorramebahy on ‘the grounds that, being Persian 
ehjecte their British passports were invalid, ‘The party has now return 
Habscia, and their passports, which had been impounded by the Persian 
authorities, have been recovered. 


Chinese Interests. 


Dr. Soong, on his return from Moscow, arrived in Tehran on tho 
iy and left for Chungking on the 15th. 


Brazilian Interests. 
15. His Excellency the Brazilian Minister left ‘Tehran on transfer on the 
43th Jaly. No successor has arrived as yet. 
Tehran, 22nd July, 1945. 


[30018] 
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Appendix 1 


Staff of the American Military Misvion to the Persian Army as on 
2nd July, 1945. 


Major-General C. 8. Ridley: Head of Mission 

Colonel F. G. Dumont = Second, in command and Head of 
ransport 

Colonel ‘T. E. Mahoney: Supply 

Colonel T. L.. Solgard = Accounts 

Lieut.-Colonel JA. Lee 

Lieut.-Colonel K. ‘T. Brunswold. 

Lieut.-Colonel M. Wulwick: Medical Adviser, 

Major R- D. Swick 

Major R. F, Conly: P-A. to General Ridley. 

Captain W. D. Dearmond, 

Captain RR, Murray = Communications. 

Lieut, R, Houston (and 2 Sergeants for transport daties) 


District Inspectors. 


‘olonel R. H_ Foster ; Tehran. 
‘olonel W. R. Fields : Sanandaj 
Major W. D. Hull= Kerman. 
Major E,'R, Stanley: Zahidan. 
Major E. M. Collins : Kburramabad, 
Lieut.-Colonel LT. Hall: Ahwaz. 


3 i eee 
(B 5924/70/34) Cy 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 29 for the Period 8rd July 10 
20th July, 1945-—(Communicated in Tehran despatch No. 205 of 30th July. 
Recived in Foreign Office \Ath August.) 


Persian A fairs 
Politiead, 

1, The Majlis stalemate continues. A recent debate was enlivened by 
exchanges between the windy and woolly De; Musaddiq and Ali Dashti, The 
doctor maintained that free elections could not be teld aa long as foreign 
Wore on Persian soil. He was equally averse to postponing the elections until 
the evacuation of Persia by foreign troops had been completed, becanse that was 
fan act contrary to the laws of the constitution. He maintained his point of view 
that the present Goverument was not representative of and did ot enjoy the 
support of the people. In the meantime Government husiness is at a standstill 
The voting of a proportion of two-twelfths of the annual budget. subsequently 
amended to one-twelfth, to meet the cost of Government salaries was, haweven, 
proceeded with and passed largely owing tothe efforts of Ali Dasht, 

2. The Persian delegation to the San Francisco Conference has retarned, 


Internal Security. 
Southern Kurdistan, 


Pore iragt 

skirmishes at Morivah 

wnt of the insurgents to jitions further west, the 

Chief of the General Sta regurds the first phase of the operations as sass 

fully completed and is confident of the successful outcome bf the second pss 

ie, disarmament. When asked what tactics he intended to adopt if the Kurds 

refused to stand their ground and let themselves be disarmed, he glibly assumed 

that the Iraqi army would take up positions along the frontier so as te ber 

Kurdish ingress. into Traq. rAmannilah Jehantani has left on x 

special mission to Kurdistan, from which be is due to return in a fortnight 

with 4 report on the advisability of the operations, their possible scope and 
ei conduct. 
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Fars. 
- nd by 
4 Some raiding by Darrashuri tribesmen in Ganduman Borujin and by 
the Kuhgilu in Jancki Sardsir is reported. According to a. report roceived in 
the General Stal, but not confirmed from eonsulat sources, Kamara} of Kama) 
in the face of a threat of punitive action by the Kazerun garrison, has made his 
‘submission and handed in the Government rifles which he acquired by burning 
‘and looting a gendarmerie post some months ago. 


Khuziston 

ference to Intelligence Summary No, 25, parazraph 7, eighteen 
rebel clk were captared in all, but Yunis Ali made good fais esoape. Shee 
are to be tried by a military court. Some sympathy for the sheikhs is felt by 
the Governor-General, a Majlis Deputy and others who feel that they had much 
provocation for their acts in the land settlement which General Humayuni sought 
{fo impose on them, probably not without profit to himself. 


Khorasan, 

cting of Seyyid Zia's Iradeh-i-Milli party was staged to 
take place in Mabed ou the 22nd July. ‘During the early morning of that day 
Soviet soldiers, accompanied by Persian police, arrested about seventeen members 
Of the working committee of the party, including the brother of Seyyid Zia, 
Their Howes were searched and all documents relating to the party. were 
confiscated. They are at present believed to be in custody at the Soviet Military 
Headquarters, 


A sarbaijan. i 

7. Hatim, one of the oer) rit. aera have been released 
asians, though Amir Aslan is atll th theit custody ; 
Be eae eel spat Maan sal ates poe poppe. inci 


Armenians and Assyrians, attempted. to emigrate into the V They dis 


hot receive permits and after some days of hardship at Julta returned to their 


Britioh Interests 

General W. A. K. Fraser, CB, CBE, DSO, MV.O, M.C., 

lett Tehraton the 20un duly for the United: Kingeam on relinguing, Uo 
Appointment of British Military Attaché, 


Russian Interests. 


allow 
Union, 
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by the Persian authorities as the result of pressure brought to bear by the 
Russians on the Persian Government in Tehras. = 3 

| M1. ‘The Russian trade union delegation has completed a tour of the 
Caspian provinces and is shortly to leave for Tabriz. ‘The Russian press and the 
Russian-controlled Persian press has devoted much space to the wonderful 
reception given to them, and the spontaneous welcome shown by the 250,000 
Tudeh members in Persia. A conservative estimate of the total industrial 
population of Persia is 160,000, and by no means all of these are members of the 
indeh party, though many are daily being forced into joining by exclusion, 
unless possessed of a Tudeh membership card, from the utilisation of public 
transport facilities and even the weekly visit to the public hath 


French Interests 


12. Accordin, ‘press message from the Agence Pars, the French 
Ministry for Foroign Affairs has decided to raise the status of 1 on in 
Teka wie dek beng oe ee nee 


Polish Interests, 


18. ‘The nutber of civilian Polish refugees! ining in Persia on the 
i ye lish refugees still remaining io Persia on th 
bate Men, women and children 
Tehran E - 2.450 
Tn Isfahan. 216 
Tn Ahwaz 208 


‘Total 3.733 


14, As the result of the recognition of the new Polish National Government 
by the Persian Government, Licut.-Colonel B. T. Radnicki, Polish Military 
ttaché; has been relieved of He will stay on in Tebvran in ai 


Correction —Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 27, dated the 
1oth duly, 1955. Paragraph 19, line 1, for ©" Rhusistan " teed “* Khorasna," 


Tehran, 29th uly, 1946, 


(1B 6081/70/38) «7 


Military A ttaché's Inteltigence Summary No. 30, Secret, for the period 80th Juls 
to Bth August, 1943.—(Communicated Fekeon derpateh Non 8 of 
Gth August; Received in Foreign Office, 21st August.) 


Persian Affairs. 
Politica, - 

. THE situation in the Majlis has remained virtually unchanged. The 
minority continue their tactics of obstruction and the majority refuse to withdraw 
their support of Sadr. The minority issued a manifesto, signed by Dr. Musaddig, 
Hikmat, Farivar, Tehranchi, Iskandiari, Raji and Afishami, which explained 
their reasons for opposing Sadr. Some press rupresettatives were invited to 
attend a special meeting at the Majlis, where Ali Dashti replied for the majority 
to the manifesto. An attempt by some of the more moderate Deputies of both wides 
to come to an understanding was foiled by Dr, Musaddig, who refused to have 
anything to do with the written agreement produced by them. ‘The minority are 
now reported to be seeking another interview with His Imperial Majesty the Shab 
at which they intend to reiterate their objections to Sadr and to inform the 
‘Shab that, as long.as he remains, they will neither participate in Majlis business 
nor accept responsiblity forthe government ofthe country 

2. The newspapers Nida-yi-Millat, Nida-yi-Adalat, Kishrar and Arsu have 
teen suppressed atthe request ofthe Russians. 

; newspaper Rahar, the leading Russian-controfied paper, has 
published statement to the effect that the Russian Embassy have oficial 
‘announced that they have no objection to the release of the remaining internees 
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‘atid that their further retention must be considered as being at the insistence of 
the British authorities, 

4. Allarge Tadeh meeting was held on the 5th August. Over 5,000. people 
are said to have attended. They moved in procession through the town to the 
Majlis square, Their behaviour throughout was orderly. 

3. On the 2nd Angus, alter a delay of several days in onder that the 
Russian and American Embassies might receive their instructions (they have not 
fas yet been received), the Persian Government was informed Majesty's 
Enibassy of the recent decision of the Potsdam Conference to evacuate Allied 

from Teliran at once, Gratitude on the part of the Persian Government 
for British efforts at achieving this decision was hardly to be expected, but, even 
. the Persian reaction was disappointing. They were suspicious of Russian 
intentions because the Russian Em as yet made no communication on 
this subject they had hoped that the whole of Persia. would be evacuated within 
Uree mont aid, though hey. would. never admit it, they, were probably 
pprebeosive of a sharp decline in security now that the evacuation, for. whi 
they bad clamoured so loudly, was actually about to begin. 


A ppointments—Resignations, 

6.—(i) Hussein Ala, Minister of Court (FO. 7; M.A. 11), to be ambassador 
in Washington. 

ii) Nasrallah Intizam (F.0.92; MCA. 121), who has recently returned from 
San Francie, where he healed the Persian delegation to the conference, has Teft 
for London as the Persian Goverment representative on the Executive Committee 
‘of the Reparatory Commission, He will have the special rank of ambassador. 

Abal Belmar to be Persian Coosul-General in Palestine, 

(ix) Dr, Murteza Azmadeh has resigned from his post of Under-Secretary 
of State in the Ministry of Agriculture. 

(@) Abbas Quli Atdelan to be head of the Transport Department of the 
Ministry of Finance. i . ; 

(i) Mahmud Salahi to be Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign 
AMT) Hassanpur to be Director-General in the Ministry of Roads and 
Communications. 

viii) Sipihrnia to be Governor of Bandar Abbas, a 

is) Ahmad Fariduni to be Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of 


terior. 
os ‘G) Abul Hassan Sipibr to be Governor of 1am 


Internal Security, 


arrested by the Russians (sco 
‘eleased in Meshed with the 

id Zin-ud-din) and six 

of banishment 

from Khorasan, ‘The arrests have aroused deep resentment in Meshed against 
the Russians and the Tudeh party, though the populace is too scared to give vent 
to their indignation. The Governor-General, Ali Mansur, though he has been 
‘the Iradeh-i-Milli party: from the beginning for fear of 

‘excuse for Russian intervention, 

Tatest move. Acting upon 

sry. authorities took 

ol Turaj Amin, the 


Khorasan. 


chief of police. 


Azerbaijan 
nor of Maku, Lutf Ali, is reported to have been suspended from 
is Fancthne ae the request’ of the Rustians, and the officer commanding 
wie at Miandeabrenoved tthe roost. of the Tash party they 

Srercl Zargane ting Governor-General of the 
SE cn). Coafirmation. of the report of the attempted 


‘stan (Western Azerbaijan). 
ae to Russia has been received (see last Internal Summary, paragraph 8). 
{rit was a piece of Russian propaganda designed to show the general urge of 
the op] population of Persia to emigrate to the promised land of the 
PS SR ite success must be offset by the criticism of Russian methods expressed 
by the would-be emigrants, who, after being kept waiting at the frontier for 





a re ey ea 
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several days, were refused entry visas and sent home in a: penniless’ and. half 
starved state. Agrarian reform has become an additional plank in the Tadeh 
Platform which, up tll now, has chilly voiced the demands of the unemployed 
Maragheh and Sarab have been two important centres of agitation 


Khusistan, 

9% ‘The military court convened for the trinl of the rebel sheikhs (see last 
Internal Summary, fragraph 8) has passed the death sentence on two, a sentence 
of imprisonment on some others and has ordered the release of thirteen. ‘The 
death sentences will require confirmation, and the Chief of the General Staff has 
ordered that no further action be taken pending the arrival of an inspector. ‘The 
Governor-General has also requested a fresh trial as itis believed in some quarters 
that General Humayuni, General Offer Commanding Khuzistan Division, may 
have unduly influenced the court in its findings and sentence. 


Mekran. 


10, A lorry was recently held up by bandits (believed to be Afghans) at a 
point 18 miles north of Zahidan on the Zahidan-Meshed road. 


French Interests, 
11, Lieut-Colonel M. Jouvel has relinguished the appointment of 
Fronch’ Military and Air Auaché with effet from the 1st August on bi 
telogated to the rverve of officers. "He hus teen succeeded by Livat -Colonel 
P. Chavonin of the French colonial army, 


Russian Interests 

1. Another instance of unwarranted interference by the Russians in the 

internal affairs of Persia comes from the gendarmerie. Twenty-five officers, who 

hhad recontly completed a refresher course at Gendarmerie Headquarters Training 

School, were sent out to gain practical experience ax post commanders on the 

‘Tehrati-Meshed road. The entire party was stopped at Semnan by the Russians 
il sent back to Tehran, 


Tehran, Sth August, 1945, 


(1B 6286/70/34) ® 


Military Attachés Intelligence Summary No. Bt, Secret, for the period 8th to 
12h” August, 1045.—(Communicated in. Tyhran dexpatch No, 256 of 
13th August; Received in Foreign Office 25th August) 

Persian Affaies 

Politivat. 

THE Majlis deadlock continues ‘The President and some of the Deputies 
were invited to tea by His Imperial Majesty the Shah on the 7th August, 
From press reports of the meeting the Shah does not seem to Baye ood 
more than. discuss, generalities, with emphasis on Persia's great need for 
increased irrigation. A public session of the Majlis was’ to have been 
held on the 9th August, but the minority adopted their usual tactice of 
preventing it by their absence. There seems to be a growing conviction 
that Sadr will not get his required majority and that be will be forced 
to resign. The Shah is believed to favour this and. to prefer his own previous 
choice of Hakimi. That the Shah should advise the minority to cease their 
‘opposition on condition that Sadr resigned was, however, ruled out by some of 

we Deputies ot the grounds that this would constitate a dangerous precedent for 
interference by the Sovereign and also for future obstructionist tactics by any 
minority which desired the removal of a Prime Minister. 

2 "The Soviet Ambassador has now received his instructions (see paragraph 5 
of last Intelligence Summary), and on the 9th August informed the Minister for 
Foreign Aftuirs of the decision to evacuste Tehran forthwith, 

‘The recent visit of the Soviet trade union delegation and the question of 
the representation of the Tudeh at the forthcoming Paris conference has stirred 
up rival unions to apply for membership. Such are the Workers and Peasants! 
Union of Yusuf Tftekhari and the anti Tudeh Union iu Isfahan, 
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Appointments—civil 
4—(i) Asadollah Masud Ansari; Persian Consul at Saleimanich, to be consul 
at Mom! and Erbil, rice Muhammad Hajib Davallu, appointed 
‘counsellor at Stockholm. 
ii) Mahmud Isfandiari to be 2nd secretary at the Persian’ Legation at 
Stockholm. 


ili) Ali Reza Bahrami to be Srd secretary at Stockholm. 
{iv Daulatshahi to be consal, with the local rank of Ist secretary, at Delhi 
{0} Abul Qusitn Nawal to te Persia’ Vice Coomal at Karachi 


._ According to a press report, the Ministry of Roads and Communications 
has decided to complete the constriction of the Mianeh-Tabriz and Shahrud~ 
Meshed sections of railway, The completion of these sections was part of the 
original project and it is known that the Persian Government is anxious, to 
Provide work for those thrown out of employinent. as the result of the cessation 
‘of Allied war effort in Persia, but, even #0, the above announcement must. be 
regarded as premature as the Government has not got the money to spend on rail- 
way construction on a scale which will complete this work in the near future. 


E Internal Security. 

6 _(Sce Intelligence Summary No. 28, paragraph 10.) ‘The latest news of 
this dispute is that the Persian military authorities intend to, disarm both the 
Fathullah Hiat Daudi and Mubammad Ali, Lirawi factions. The Chief of the 
General Staff has been informed by the British military authorities that, in view 
of Fathullah Khan’s long-standing friendship with the Brit his success in 
Maintaining order in his area with the help of the 200 Persian Government rifles 
Which he holds and his valuable help in securing rin supplies for Bushire town, 
it might be an act of doubtful wisdom to disarm hint at the present time. 


Khusistan. 

7. The following note on the land settlement in Daxbt-i-Mishan hap been 
taken from His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General's Diary No, 13 j— 

“The Tehran commission charged with the examination of the whole 

juestion of the Dasht-i-Mishan lands and with making recommendation 

shout fature policy has made its report. IC consisted of representatives of 

the Ministeries of the Interior, Justice, War, and Finance, the Inst being 

Mr. Solomon; and the Majlis Deputy Hussein Farhudi, who has been showing 

4 praiseworthy and (considering th weather) surprising interest in theafars 

oti yy, The result of their deliberations has been the adoption 


of Mr, Solmoa's plan of allotting all the land afresh, on a communal Vilage 


tasis, the heads of famiios being named collectively tn the Utledeeds.” Tix 
would greatly shorten the task of registration and enable the villagers them- 
selves to sub-divide the land annually in accordance with the exigencies of the 
moment; the land, in fact, would be held in undivided shares known by the 
term’ mosha." Certain taxes which used to be elected by the sheikh are to 
te abolished, the only tax remaining being the smaller obe payable to the 
“"mubashir or Kedkbuda. ‘The sheikhs, if friendly, will get up to twenty 
shares of land, but will have no privileges.” Tt remains'to be seen whether this 
‘arran) nt will work ; the ints ought to welcome jt, but, of course, the 
fheikhs will not, and it will need strong and impartial Bandling. with 
frequent inspections."* 
Khoraran 
8, Asa result of the arrest by the Russians of prominent members of Seyyid 
Zia’s Iradeh--Milli party (referred to in paragraph 7 of last Intelligence 
Summary) a reliable report states that Russian-Tudeh liaison ven more in 
evidence. The Persians, under Russian pressure, are prosecuting non-Tudeh 
Government employees and forcing them to subscribe to a Russian newspaper. 

A mass emigration movement, suspiciously akin to that from 
Azerbaijan and alluded to Sit pacabrap 8 of last Intelligence Summary, is 
‘gpa alia from Khorasan, The Soviet Consal-General is eaid to have received 

£000 applications from Turki and Turcoman motor drivers and others to acquire 
Soviet nationality and migrate to the USSR. 
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20. A party of Indian pilgrims bound for Meshed was held up and robbed 
by armed bandits about 40 miles south of the town 
Kurdistan, 

11, The Chief of the General, Stafl had no news of interest aboot these 
‘operationis and is probably waiting for the return of Sarlash Jehanbani with his 
report. He mentioned that Jehanbani had telegraphed to advise the despatch of 
Yet another infantry battalion. The Chief of the General Staff intends to send as 


reinforcements the infantry battalion now located as a temporary measure at 
Abadeh in Fars, om San 


Azerbaijan. 

12. The Soviet Trade Union delegates have visited Tabriz, where they were 
officially welcomed by the Acting Governor Geueral. “They were accompanied 
three Tehran trade unionists, They inspected various factories, where they talk 
With the workers, but ignored the managers. They have left Azerbaijan for 
‘Tehran on their way home to Russia, ‘They are not visiting Abadan, though this 
‘was included in an itinerary published in the Persian prest some weeks ago 


Chinese Interests 
13. Dr Soong, Prime Minister, Dr. Wong Shih-chieh, Minister for Foreign 
rs, and a. son of Generalissiro Chiang Kai-shek throngh Tebran on 

their way to Moscow to resume conversations with the Government. 


Polish Interests. 


14, The Government of the Lebanon has agreed to admit 800-odd Polis 
refugees from Persi z seen 


Tehran, 12th August, 1945. 


(E 4637/70/24) () 


Military “Attaches Titeltigénce Summary No. 3%, Secret, for the Period 
13Uh-10th August, 1945,—(Communicated in Tehran despatch No. 287 
of 20h August; Received in Foreign Office th August.) 


Persian A fairs. 
Political 

1. Tho twinority refine to come to terms with the majority, and by their 
continted nbsetice from Majlis sessions have kept all parliamentary business at a 
Standatill." There is increasing evidence that Sadr is fading hie psitioa as Prime 
Minister untenable. A further supply of money, in the shape of a 1/12th Budget 
Bill, must be voted in the near future and many think that the occasion will be 
taken by the minority to force a decision. 

2. This paralysis at the centre is rapidly affecting the provinces. 
Manait has arrived in Tehran from Khorasan and is probably busy assessing 
his chances of obtaining office as Prime Minister should the present Government 
fall, Firus is stil in Tehran and it is rumoured that he will not return to Fars 
Bahrami is also in the capital and has said that he will not retarn to Kerman. 
Azerbaijan is still without a Governor-General since the departure of Dadvar 
many months ago, ‘There were also reports of a change in Khuristan but the 
latest news is that Misbah Fatemi is to remain. Kermanshah has at loo 
feceived a Governor-General, Kalantari, a hitherto unknown official oi 
Ministry of Interior, having been appointed. 

3. “Much discussion is taking place as to whether the new parliamentary 
gketions shoald be postponed ull all foreign troops, have eft Persia 
Dr. Musaildig, whose logic is at times difficult to follow, thinks that they should 
not be postponed, not because the postponement is inexpedient, but because it is 
contrary to the Constitution, At the same time he maintains that the electoral 
Jaws require redrafting. Who is to redraft them when he has brought all 
‘Majlis business to a standstill the worthy Doctor has not revealed. Normally the 
{ef the present Majlis wonld end about te 33th March, 1046, and the new 
elections should begin three months and the pablie notices announcing the elect 
should be issued five months before that date. . 
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The Court, 

4 HLM. the Shah paid a visit during the week to the Lar valley, where 
he inspected the preliminary work now being carried out by Messrs. Alexander 
Gibb and Partners to determine the feasibility of the Lar irrigation project 


Internees. err 
5. The remaining Persian political internees interned in Persia have now 

been released, ‘Their names are 

‘Ali Hayat, 

Captain Matini, 

General Abul Hassan Pourzand, 

Yahya Vira 

Major Mohammad Hussein Sartipzadeh, 

Abmed Akbari, 

‘Ahmed Namdar, 

General Farajullah Aghevli, 

Javad Aliabadi, 

Habibollaty Naubakht, 

Hussein Neivandi, 

Sheikh Abdul Majid Shirazi, 

Sayid Abol Quesem Kashani 


Persian Forces, 
Gendarmerie 

6, A recent reform of Colonel Schwarzkopf is proving of doubtful value. 
He considered rightly that small posts of four men were an easy target for 
robbers. One of the inmates of these small posts was usually absent, one wax not 
‘commonly sick, ove had gone wo extract supplies from a nearby village and 
the remaining custodian was normally asleop. ‘The post and its arma therefore 
were an easy prey. He decided to scrap the small posts and concentrate his men 
in platoon posts at greater distances apart. A deficiency of MT. and a failu 
to keep roadworthy the little transport that they havo has defeated Colonel 
Schwarzkopf's plans. ‘The poste are ‘now not infrequently 30 miles apart and, 
as they have not the means of patrolling, the intervening stretches of road are 
‘a bappy bunting ground for bandits. 


Appointments, 


7.—{i) Allahyar Saleh (F,O. 198-MLA. 258) to be Minister at Washington ; 
(i) Bakhnda to be head of the Propaganda Department, in place of 
‘Safavi dismissed. (Safayi's name will be recalled in connexion 
with the recent broadcasting incident when, judging that. the 
Russians were making improper use of broadcasting facilities to 
attack the Persian Government, Safayi closed down the trans: 
‘mission); 
(iii) Sartip Abdul Ali Tttemad Mugoddam to, be Military Governor of 
Tehran vice Sarbang Baharmast, 


Internal Security 
Fars, 

8, Three gendarmes were recently shot dead by a Qashgai band on the 
road between Khani-Zinian and Dasht Arjin. ‘This murder is said to be in 
revenge for an aflray which took place near Ardekan of a month ago. 

%. The Tudeh party recently opened a cin at the sugar factory at 
Mervdasht. On the 9th Angust a crowd incited by local landlords and the 
Democrat party attacked ad burat the club. The Majlis Deputy Muaddel is 
su Of implication as one of the chief landlords of the district. Two 
mullahs are also reported to have been sent by Qavam-ul-Mulk to stir up anti 
Tudeh feeling. 


‘Kerdistan_ 

10. Security on the Senueh-Kermanshah road is deteriorating and. two 
incidents of highway robbery have taken place recently. Tn one of the incidents 
two British employees of the Kermanshah Petroleum Company were the victims. 
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According to a senior officer of the Gendarmerie recently arrived from these parts, 
the closing down of a namber of small Gendarmerie posts has facilitated the task 
of the bandits. 


Azerbaijan, 


11, The situation in Azerbaijan has deteriorated sharply during the past 
week. “On the Lith August a gang of Tudeh agitators visited the village of 
Likhvan near Tabriz and attempted to incite the peasants to withhold the land- 
lord's share of the harvest in accordance with the Tudeh,programme of agrarian 
reform. ‘The landlord, Intisham, and his supporters interrupted the agitators 
and beat them. A party of Tudeh said to number 200 amd to be armed with 
revolvers and daggers, then went to the village where a fight ensued. ‘The 
proprietor, his grandson and.a servant were killed by the gang. The Tudeh on 
their side suffered casualties amounting to 4 killed and several wounded. ‘The 
landlord's son was taken away captive to Tabriz. On their return to Tabriz the 
uve ordered the closing ofall Government departments and shops in mourning 
for their dead. A request by the Ministry of War to despatch troops from the 
capital in answer to an appeal for reinforcements by the G.0.C. Tabriz has been 
refused by the Russians, A Commission of Enquiry has beea allawed to proceed. 
[t comprises General Amanullah Jehanbani (recently returned from his inspection 
of the Kurdistan operations), Brigadier Khosrow Panah (Chief of the 
Gendarmerie), Ahmadi (x former Governor of Tabriz), and a Colonel Taras of 
the Persian General Stal 


Khorusan 

Ja Much ccitement bas been cand by a report, uoconfirme as yet fern 
consular sources but believed to be substantially true, to the effect that 17 Persian 
army officers, including one lieutenant-colouel, have deserted from Meshed with 
arms and joined a gang of Turcoman bandits. According to the Persian General 
Staff, the Russians have refused a request by the G.0.C. Meshed Division to be 
allowed to send « punitive column into the area where the gang now is 


British Interests, 
13. Colonel R. O. A. Gatehouse, I.A., arrived in Tehran on the 15th August 


to take up the appointment of Additional Military Attaché at His Majesty's 
Embassy. 


American Interests 
14. Brigadier-Geveral Booth has left Persia on relinquishing the command 
of United States Persian Gulf Command, 


16, Six American officers of Movement Staff have received Persian 
decorations. 


Tehran, 9th August, 1948, 


[B 6557/70/34) (10) 


Military Auachi's Intelligence Summary No. $3, Secret, Jor the Period 
th Auguat to 6th August, 145—(Communicated in Tehran despatch 
No. 200; Received Sth September.) 


Persian A fairs. 

Political 

THE Majlis majority and minority have not yet come to any agreement, 
and the position shows lite change. “A special aeoton of the Mayle 
the end of the war with Japan was beld on the 10th August, but the mi 
did not attend owing to the non-acceptance of their that 
‘should not be Present and that only the Presidential ly of the Mi should 
‘speak. A special session was convened at the request of the Prime Minister on 
the 18th August at which he blamed the minority for holding up business and 
said that, although the Government was capable of dealing with current 
and crises itself, it considered the support of all Deputies desirable. The cause 
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- Jon): 
of this particular crisis was the events in Khorasan (see paragraph 8 bel 
‘losely following upon those in Azerbaijan He proposed to make them tt 
tase to determine the fate of the Cabinet in the Majlis: A debate ensued as 
the resalt of which all the majority Deputies firmed. their confidence in Sadr, 
declared that the minority by their obstructionist tactics wore responsible for 
the disturbances in the various parts of the country and proposed to bold daily 
tessions at which those minority Deputies who wished to might attend. 
Minister for War also made a statement oo the recent mitiny in eresecied 
Paragraph 8 below) and urged the speedy passing of the 10% 
Pemar? money Tor the army to enrry out their task of restoring law and order 
Mace toot oy Mr. Bevin and Mr: Elen in the Howe, of 
Commons have had a very good effect in this country. Nearly all Persians 
e wy the references to Persia by the reassuring statement 

Moulins atone for Allied trope entering tho country and the equally cogent 
reasons for now leaving it, and by the con: ion of the system of zones of 
influence. The overwhelming majority of Persians appreciate the efforts of 
His Majesty's Government on their behalf at Potsdam; the recent, publicity 
given to Russian bebaviour in Persia; these recent spoeches in the House and 
‘hat they believe to be oar attitude to the early removal of censorship, 

8, "Not moch reliance is placed on a een statement bre Dep 10 the 

eet wverity Deputies had signed a proposal 

Sri ets Tur the lost af thn Allied trcobe bad taft Perce 


inet has tightened up the military governorship of Tebran by 
uses Carfow from If pin to axm-and by the prohibition of all otdeoe 
political demonstrations. These measures were introduced to prevent any 
rey 


percussi ital of the recent events in Averbaijan and Khorasan 
SBfor he nen of soe aces and dexpatch tothe wath of ocers 
of cither plotting with the Russians or of complicity in the Khorasan mutiny. 


Economic. 4 
‘5. The Council of Ministers has reconstituted the Forcign Exchange 

Control Commission under the Ministry of 

appointed director. A black market for doll 

into existence. 


Communications 


Apptintmente—Cicl a: 
7.—(i) Dr. Ali Sajjadi to be Governor of Saveh. , 
B Ali Nagin aaa Rahmani, Governor of Saveh, to be an inspector 
‘the Ministry of the Interior. a 
(iii) Shahrukh, Chief of the it of Jnstice in Isfahan, to 
‘be Governor-General of the 8th Ustan (Kerman) vice Fazlullah 
Bahrami, resi 7 
(iv) Mohsin Shahrukhi to be head of the Contracts and Legal Affairs 
‘Department in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 2 
(0) Musidea Mushig Kazemi tobe head of the Minister's five in the 
‘Ministry for Foreign AGairs. “ . 
(vi), ‘bal Tan Maja to be head of the Cipher Department in the 
‘Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sigg! 
ii) S i Inspector-General of the Registration Department, is 
Cr a Fated Dinador-General inthe Ministry of Interior. 


Internal Security. 


Khorasan. 


8. Further details are now known of the recent. mutiny of Persian army 


Meshed sh 12 of Inst) Intelligence Summary) 
Gun August Thirteen ofc mcluding a Lieut-Colonel Navi of the Supply 
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and Transport Department, 2 majors,5 captains, 5 subalterns, and 4 or 5 soldiers 
Shtained possesion of a jeep, 2 forties, W/'T set-and arme and ammanition, 
‘To prevent pursuit they immobilised the remaining army vehicles by removing 
their switch keys and by putting salt in their petrol tanks (sugar, though more 
effective, is too expensive in Persia). With the conpivanice of the Russian control 

(some say avoiding the contro! post by a detour) they made their way to 

ujnurd, having taken the precaution of cutting the telegraph lines between, 
‘Mesbed. and Ki ‘On arival there they gave out that they’ were come on am 
inspection of the cayalry squadron stationed there ‘This they disarmed and made 
for the Turcoman Sabra. It was thought in Meshed, and the General Staff was 
0 informed by the Russians, that these mutineers would join forces with a band 
of armed Turcomans, said to number between 1,000 and 2,000, and subsequently 
attack: Meshed. ‘The Chief of the General Stal, having much experience of 
Russians, did not tink that they would go ont of their way to give him accarate 
information. about a gang of mutincers with whom they were probably in 
sympathy, nor did be think it likely that the Russians would tamely allow them 
to attack ‘one of their garrison towns. He acted, therefore, on the assumption. 
that their information was wilfully misleading and reckoned on the wutineers 
heading in the opposite direction.» Having no troops in Gunbad-i-Qubu 
which place they must pass, he asked for the assistance of the gendarmerie, who 
acted. with the greatest. promptness and energy. The loca 
licutenant, hurriedly collected the men from their scattered 
to assemble a force of about one and a half companies before the mutineers pat 
fan appearance. They demanded rightot-way, but were refused. batt th 
cnmed, in which the gendarmerie, first putting the vehicles out of action, then 
fired upon. their occupants. Seven of the mutineer officers were killed and two 
were wounded and taken prisoner. ‘The vehicles, arms and ammunition were 
tecovered: ‘The next day three oficers and four men were picked up in an 
exhnusted condition. nearby on the road between Gunhad-i-Qabus and Shahrud. 
General Abdullah Hidayet has left for Meshed on a commission of enquiry 

9, Tudeh activity is increasing and on the night of the Isth Angust 200 oF 
800 members of that party, mostly "" Muhajirs,’* marched to the ‘Telegraph Office 
in Meshed, where they des the resignation of the Prime Minister. ‘The 
roeasion was accompanie! by Russian armed with tommy guns. New 

hes of the party have been opened at Fariman and at Gifan in the Yamut 
‘Tureoman country. 

10, ‘The Russians have opened a branch of the Irano-Soviet Cultural Society 
at Bujnurd.” ‘They are busy canvassing votes for Seyyid Mahdevi, their p: 
for the next elections, with a view to displacing the sitting member, Tussi, w 
ie rgarded as encianary.* 

1, The emigration referred to in paragraph 9 of Intelligence Summary 
NavBl appears tobe couulsulng. and'anuse RIG gurvous are aciattorhace ereeet 
the Soviet frontier already. Applications are received daily and are sent to the 
Soviet Embassy in Tehran. 

12. Ali Mansur, the Governor-General, has returned to his post... While in 
Tehran he suggested to the General Staff the removal of Colonel Vossuq, the 
General Oficer Commanding, Khorasan Division, as he was not popular with the 
Russians ‘The Russian Military Attaché also spoke to the Chief of the General 
Staff on this subject and, when asked for his reasons for their request replied that 
Colone! Vossuq did not collaborate with the Russian Commander. ‘The Chief of 
the General Staff says that he replied that such vague indictments could not be 
followed up and requested the Russian Military Attaché to specify Colonel 
‘Vossuq's acts of non-co-operation. 


Azerbaijan. 
13, The commission of enquiry headed by General Jebanbani has arrived at 

._ The situation is still grave, No further news is to hand from Marazheh, 

where a band of Tudeh toughs occupied Government offices and gave the officials 
five days in which to cleat out. The Russians ave not yet. permitted any 
reinforcements to be sent, There is a garrison of in Maragheh and 
the Chief of the General Staff fe anxious 9c to fts fate. Pn’ arabe and 
4. The emigration to the USSR. continues and as many as seventy 
‘ericson p per co are being recei rad mcaity from the minorities, Armenians, 
syrians, &e., and from those comparatively recent emigrants from the USS 
know ax Muara” = x Le ire 
15. Rossian methods are well illustrated by a report from Astara—a report 
which, owing to Russian " censorship” methods, took twenty-three days to reach 


15 


the capital. A Russian officer accompanied by a soldier entered the house of the 
Bakshdar of Astara and shot him dead. 


Kurdistan. he 
16. The Chief of the General Staff states that « minor Kurdish chie 
about 100 of his followers have surrendered to the more northerly of the Persian 
army columns near Merivan. The villages of Rezab and Karabad were occupied 

on the 12th August. A consular source reports that a Colonel Airom has 
‘appointed military governor of Senneh town and that this new appointment does 
‘not meet with the aproval of the Governor, Shabub-ud-Douleh, who sees himself 

farther into the background. While most observers agree that 
Brigadier Hushmand Afshar is a gallant officer and capable commander, they 
‘aver that his harshness, his rapacity and his blind hatred of all things Kurdis 
‘are sowing the seeds of further trouble in that area, 


Isfahan (see Intelligence Sammary No. 15, paragraph 11). ; 

17. The Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem has recently visited: Isfahan. 
He admitted in conversation with His Majesty's Ambassador that propaganda 
for the return of Armenians to the U.SS.R. has undoubtedly been spread. He 
says that he pointed out to the Isfahan Armenians that Soviet, Armenia was a 
highly developed and full country, and that there would not be jobs or openings 
for an unlimited number of immigrants. Persia, on the other hand, was 
undeveloped and under-popalated and presented a better field for Armenian 
‘enterprise 

British Interests. 

18 Mr. D. W. Lawellos, counsellor of embassy, has left ‘Tehran on transfer 

to Athens. 


[1B 6830/70/94) i) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 34, Seoret, for the Period 
{2h August to 2nd September, 1O4S--{Communicated in Tehran Despatch 
No. B11 of Brd September: Received 4th September.) 


Persian A fairs. 


his stil refine to. come to terms 
int the Prime Minister 

Tnited Nations Charter. 

une was began but ended 

ty, Hovanessian, on 

"Tabriz in which be 

for so long as a 


“reactionary Government " the attack would 


have developed into a 
subsequent impeachment, 
Sante the chamber. 


Internal Security. 

bea serrs wragheh, sph 18 of Inst, Intelligence 
situation im Mas (eee, , 
espinal fe oasian Ambassador officially 
informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that. the Persian Government was free 
to take any action it wished in Maraglch and that the leader of the insurgents 
there, one Kabir, was a charlatan and in no way with either the 
Russians or the Tudeh. (Since the Russians have never ceased to affirm that the 
Tadeh party has no connexion with them the question by the Minister for 
Foreign’ Affairs as to how the Russian Ambassador knew that Kabir had no 
conmesion with the Tudeh was a shrewd one.) When the Persian garrison, 
‘acting on instructions from the G.0.C., Tabriz Division, had effected the arrest 
12 
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of Kahin; the Russian detachiment stationed at Marugheh forcibly released 
Confined ihe Persian company tothe barracks and peed sont’ steels 


Kurdistan. 
8. General Jehanbani info 

rent of hi itt arden bo war oot de 

perations. The repulse of Mahmud Khan Ka 

Reartentng fect cn the parreson and & eames 

the Kurds. General Hi roqrese with is eisoxlar 

have been forced back ta the hills adjoining the PerseTeaqy frontier, Geaee 

Jehanhan! confident that defeats od aula soveriey ein Locate? aot eee 

ity can be collected to merit the withdrawal of 
Bost of ius objects achieved before winter sete ins nna, ihe force wit 


Masanderan. 
4. Widespread disturbances are reported fi i, 
and other places where Tudeh and anticladeh deme on rs: ek cn 


latter have been drawn from the local 
Zia's Tradeh-i-Milli party ea Tae ys een ewe 


Wfahan. 

5, -Murteza Quli Khan is reliabl edd censed at Gi 
Humes Tate to ree ay sale so he onan ear Del Dis 

s of Bahai and Teyyibi said to numbe y 
8 1,200 men. He even accuses Huma ura ds with 4 
3 _He eve wyuni of encouraging these raid 
as 1. Fe wuraging these raids with a 
Ti to aliserediting him inthe eyee of tho Central Goverument and forcing him 
Persian A 

6. Moro. information” about the recent” 
Intelligence Summary, 
General Staff informed 0 
deserted from the Meshed 
the General Staff, deserted fre 


junction with the Moshed muti 


jmplicated, have ben sen 
The Chief of the Genefal Stal on 
‘extracted from the captured rutineers 
Uprising existed and that the Meshed 
several mutiny 0 go has Dall cook. 
jeere sent by the General Staff to make 
Gunbadi-Qubus akiemial and to retrieve the captured, vehicles seal aru bere 
n sent away by the Russinns without being able to complete thei tek. 


Party of 200 gendarmes proceeding by lor forvem 
radii, Guntndsi-Qubos hasbeen turted tack'hy' the: Rossans ae 
Firuzknh, (A lorry conveying bombs for the Persian Air Force detachment 
the Moved arr coming om Tuer Sei dan wee wera A 
the Mosed gu ftom: Turhat-i jam were stopped at the 
Poa south of Meshed. ‘The fact that the original party of 


motineers was al Teave Meshed at all and Rossi: 
Tetsu ho att ofthe Hain onttlied TOA panty Rhett 
r ls the mutiny, and the presence in Bujnurd of i 
Gren carineenenite cae crag merece 
to end—ar the end is not yet in tight hea) om enor pe ied 
Beet iit te Cee Sta com er gn intr 
¥ ieident rs in the past of Russi i 

Persian affairs which the Minister for War is to Se before rani Sndiuce 


u7 


that body to protest officially to the Russian Ambassador. ‘There is no doubt 
that the financial embarrassment of the junior officers was a prime cause of the 
mutiny by rendering them receptive to Tudeh propaganda on the subject of better 
Pay and living conditions and the inefficiency and corruption of their seniors. 


Economic. 

7. The Cabinet has finally sanctioned the abolition of the cotton monopoly. 
In future there will be no restriction on the loeal sale or purchase of cotton, but 
the import of cotton will be subject to permits obtainable from the Ministry of 


Agriculture. 


Censorship. 
8, The Anglo-Soviet-Persian censorship ceased to function as from the 
B0ch August. ‘The Russian representative, though still without his instructions 


‘on the subject, joined in informing the Persian censor that with effect. from the 
letters or telegrams (including press 


Sikh “Angst no onlgoing, OF incoming | v u 
telegramg) between Persia on the one hand and the British Empire and the 
United States, or its dependencies on the other, ‘need be shown to the Russian 


censor. 
Communications. 

9, 3,800 railway wagons are being transferred to the Russians from the 
United States Persian Gulf Command. 

10. The Ministry of Roads and Communications bas announced an 
extensive programme of road construction and improvement. Tn spite of the 
advice given to them by the Royal Engineers that the Persian Government will 
oed all its financial resources to keep in good repair Ube asphalted trunk routes 
Handed back ky the British military, the Ministry of Roads and Communications 
har announced its intention of asphalting the stretches Tehran-Qum and 
Kere}-Kazvin, and of constructing or improving many minor routes. | Should 
funds be available the intention is sound enough ax it would provide work for 
many of those thrown out of employment with the departure of Allied troops 
from Persia. 


Appointments, 

11, Mubammad Vahid to be Under-Seorstary of State in the Ministry of 
Education. He has held this appointment before and has officiated for a short 
while as Minister of Education. 


Ovitwary. 

12. The death occurred on the Ist September at an advanced age of 
Ayatuliah Haji Inmm Juma of Khoi, a celebrated divine of Tehran, He was 
US father of Nizam-ud-din Tmami, Iately in the employ of the Anglo-Iranian 
‘Oil Company and now on a Persian Government purchasing commission in 


Bombay, and of Jamal Imami, the Majlis Deputy. 


Russian Interests, 

18, The Russian Ambassador has loft for a tour of Azerbaijan, as he said 

he had received conflicting reports on the local situation, He announced before 

iis departure that he might be visiting Baku also. As might be imagined, this 

has given rise to various rumours of his recall or of @ change of Russian policy 
in Persi 


American Interests. 
14, The Commander, United States Persian Gulf Command, has stated 
that American troops will evacoate Tehran in two ecbelons on the 16th and 25th 
September respectively, and that his command will be clear of Persia ty the 
Ist November. After that date the only troops remaining will be the guards on 
Camps, installations, &e, and the personnel of the American Liquidation Com- 
mingon, A communiqué from the United States War Department published in 
the Tehran Daily News gives the figure of these guards as 2.600. It also states 
that “some Army Air Transport Command personnel will be left to continue 
operation of the plane routes through the country.”” ‘The communiqué also stated 
that the maximgm strength of the United States Persian Gulf Command in 
Persia at the peak period of "Aid to Russia had heen 27,000, 
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Corrigenda. 

15, (i) Reference line 3 paragraph 6 of Intelligence Summary No. 33 dated 
26th August, 1945, delete (about £770,000) and insert (£7,512,500). 

(ji) Reference paragraph 15 of Intelligence Sommary No. 33 dated the 
26th August, 1945, the Persian Government now admit that an error 
in deciphering this was made and that the Bakshdar was not 
shot dead but only threatened with death, 


Tehran, 2nd September, 1945, 


(B 6978/70/38) (3) 


Military “Atiachi’s Intelligence Summary No. 35, Secret, for the Period 
Srd September to 9h September, 1945,— (Communicated in Tehran despatch 
‘No, 326 of Wth September; Received 19th September.) 


Persian A fairs 
Potitieat, 

1 
their. di 


drafting of the charter and its apy 
pratetully to the recent 
the unwarranted inte 


Other business at the same session incInded the approval by a unanimous 
decision of the United Nations Charter and a bitter atinck by At Datars 
the minority whose behaviour he compared with that of sulky children. “Deputy 
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Tasi, making himself heard with difficulty over the increasing din, accused 
Dashti of being a spy in the pay of a foreign Power. After this pandemoni 
broke loose and Dasliti was with some difficalty restued by his supporters from 
violence at the hands of his opponents and safely removed from the Chamber. At 
the session of the 6th September Dr. Musaddig asked for time in which to 
explain the recent tactics of the minority group. ‘This was refused. ‘The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs then made a long speech on Persia's foreign policy. The 
2/12ths budget bill was then sent to commission for amendments, 

‘2 Most educated Persians are pinning their hopes an a favourable state- 
ment on the evacuation of Persia from the Foreign Secretaries Conference now 
in session in Loudon. They feel that in this lies their only hope of saving the 
northern provinces from being incorporated in the USS.R. and of preventing 
farther Russian interference in their internal affairs. ‘The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is believed to have demanded permission for the Persian Ambassador in 
London to attend the relevant discussions, hoping thereby that Persia's case may 
be represented more strongly and that more publicity will be achieved for Persia’s 
present plight 


The Persian Army. 

3 The Ministry for War has under consideration a scheme for bettering 
the financial condition of Persian army officers. HLM. the Shah, at an audience 
which he geanted to the British military attaché on the 3rd September, informed 
hhim that the following benefits were to be granted -— 


) An increment of pay for every year of service. 
A free issue of summer and winter uniform 


cers’ quarters to be built in the vicinity of barracks, 
int of a co-operative society. 


The BAMA. took the opportunity to represent to HIM. that discontented 
officers, of officers rendered desperate by financial difficulties, were a menace to 
‘any arty, that paper promises were insuilicient, that the houses would take several 
years to complete, and. that much opposition to the scheme might be expected 
in the Majlis who would probably insist on similar benefits and concessions for 
n employees of Government, 

4. There is little further news of the recent mutiny, One more officer, a 
conscription official at Shahrud deserted but was eaptared. Two junior officers 
in Meshed, whose complicity has. been suspected, abot themselyes. ‘There is 


rowing discontent a the manner in which officers’ antovedentsand contacts 
ave been investigated and much criticism is being directed against General Arfa, 
the Chief of the General Staff, for arresting officers on insufficient evidence or on 
the false testimony of interested persons. 


Communications, 
5, The maintenance of the Zahidan-Meshed road is being handed back by 


G.H.Q, India, to the Persian Government. The hand over is to be by sections and 
is to begin on the 21st September. 


Internal Security. 
Fare. 

6. The General Staff claim to bave collected 115 and 198 rifles respectively 
from the rival factions of the Haiyat Daudis and Lirawis, Some confusion 
‘eccurred when columns despatched by the Fars and Khuzistan Divisions arrived 
simultaneously on the scene claiming that the other had no jurisdiction, 


Azerbaijan 

7. The arrival in Tabriz of the military commission of enquiry (we 
paragraph 13 of Intelligence Summary No, $3) was the occasion for the isstic of a 
Imanifesto by. he people of Tabriz” appealing for protection against deh 
‘oppression. ‘The notices were at once torn down by the Tudeh, ‘The situation 
in Maragheh is unchanged with the Persian army garrison incarcerated in ite 
own barracks by Russian troops, The manicipal accountant is to havo 
been beaten to death by the Tudeh. ‘There is some talk of the formation of & 
new Democratic party in opposition to the Tudeh, but well-informed. sources 
‘sonsider this to be merely an electioneering stunt to disarm the general odinm and 
‘suspicion attaching to the Tudeh on account of its identification with the 
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Russians, and, that. the candidates of the Democratic party at the forthcoming 
slections will be found to be the same Tudeh members in new guise or, as the 
Persian would put it, " the same donkey with a new packsaddle” 


Gilan ond Mazanderan, 

8. The Russians have now given permission for the Persian army to remove 
the vehicles, arms and ammunition captured from the mutineers at Gunbad-i- 
Qubus. They, have refused, however, to allow any escort to accompany the 
vehicles. As the road is known to be infested with armed Tarcomans and as the 
remaining mutineers are still at large in the neighbourhood this permission is not 
of much practical value. Armed Turcomans with Tudeh armlets now patrol the 
railway stations of Bandat-i-Gaz and Shahi. The situation at Chalus, Sari, 
‘Shahi and Babul is reported to be quieter as resistance to the Tudeh has ceased 
and the civil administration is virtually in their hands. 


Isfahan. 

. 9 A consular wt discloses an interesting situation in the district of 
Fereidan where the villages are, for the most part, owned by numerous stnall- 
holders and where the chief elements are Armenians, a colony of Georgians 
ind two rival facta of Chahar Lang, Bakhtiaries,” ‘The Armenians are 
frequently: visited by a Father Joachim from the Armenian church at Jul 
This priest is in close touch with the Soviet Consulate-General and has rece 
preached an anti-conscription campaign. ‘The Georgiana, os might be expected, 
‘aro alto in close touch with the Soviet Constlate-Cieneral.  Murteza Quit’ Khan 
has had some dificulty in keeping the peace in this potentially troublesome area, 


10—{i) Hussain Pasha Ni Consul-General at Herat; 
(ii) Hussain Ale has left to take up his post as Persian Ambassador at 
Washington, 


A ppointments—military. 

11—(i) Sartip Muhamamd Baquir Hushmand Afe is 
WOE Commanding tad Celtel Diveonys sea Generel Ofer 
(ii) Sartip Fazlullah Hamayuni, General Officer Commanding 10th 

Khuzistan Division, to be General Officer Commanding 4th 
(iy Sarhang Luton Alaharogt 
ii) Sarhange Lutfulal aaroghi, Commander Kazerun Brigade, 
she Gtneral Officer Commenting 10th Khuzwtan Dineen 
(iv) Sartip Mansur Muzayyini, General Officer Commanding 2nd 
Central Division, to be attached to the General Stal 
(®) Sartip Abdullah Hidayet to be placed en disponibitita 


Tehran, 9th September, 1945, 


(B 7447/70/34) (13) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary, No. 36, Secret, for the Period 
WEA to 16th September, 1945.—(Communicated in Tehran despatch No. 331 
of 7th September; Received 24th September.) poy 


“a Persian A fairs. 
Political 
1, The Raes —On the 9th September the Minister of Finance tabled a Bill 
to revise Dr. Millspaugh’s income tax law of November 1043. Deputy Ardelan's 
roposal that in future foreign nationals should only be engaged after sanction 
tt Majlis was approved by ‘large majority. On the Tith September the 
inister of Finance tabled a single-article Bill to ratify the 1925, Con- 
vention regarding the ex opium. (The arrival of Persian opium at 
American ports his recently been the subject of a complaint by the United States 
Government.) On the same day the Minister for War tabled a Bill asking for 
provision for two additional divisions for the army of a strength of 12,000 men ot 
‘a cost of 165 million rials; for a credit of 35. walllion rials for financial benefits 
‘and concessions to army (see paragraph 3 of last Intelligence Summary), 
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and for a crodit of 3 million dollars for purchase of military equipment {rom the 
United States. ‘The Bill was subsequently approved by the Majlis Budget 
Commission, but is likely to meet with a stormy passage through the Majlis, when 
the Tudeh members, acting on Russian instructions, will certainly oppose any 
Measures calculated either to strengthen or improve Persia's armed forces. At 
the same session Dr. Musaddiq made one of his typically turbid and turgid 
rations. He described the tactiés of the minority, prescribed the ideal form of 
rament in Persia, recommended an ideal form of foreign policy, gave long 
istorical sketch of Persia's relations with Russia and Great Britain, made a 
Jong indictment against Reza Shah, and finally attempted to justify his own acts 
and opinions on auy and every cecasion in the past. On the 13th September the 
session was taken up with personal attacks and counter-attacks, the chief bouts 
being between Tussi and Ali Dashti, and between the Armenian Deputy 
Hovanessian and Siqgatul-Tslam. The Minister for War also intervened to 
defend the General Officer Commanding, Tabriz, from slanderous attacks by 
Hovanessian, * 

2 The Minister for Foreign Affairs has addressed a note to the British, 
Rassian and American Embassies, in which be stated that the surrender of Japan 
‘on the 2nd September, 1945, had given the greatest satisfaction to the Persian 
Government and congratulated the Allies on this final victory. He also stated 
that his note dated the 19h May, 1945, on the occasion of Germany's surrender 
had remained unanswered In that note his Government had requested the 
evacuation of Persia by the Allies, s0 that Persia could regain her normal status. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs then stated that, acording to the Tripart 
‘Treaty, the period of six months’ delay after the cessation of hontilities in which 
the Allies had undertaken to evacuate Persia would be caloulated from the 
2nd September, 1045, and that his Government expects that, according to clause 5 
of that treaty, hot a single Allied sailor, soldier or airman shall remain on Persian 
Soil after the 2nd March, 1946.” He added that evacuation before that date would 
be of the greatest service to Persia, 2 

3, Despite the Military Governor's ban on political meetings in ‘Tehran 
some forty members of the Tudeh party attempted to hold a mecting in the party's 
headquarters on the 14th September. Most of the Tudeh Deputies were there. A. 
police officer, who hd been sent to order the meeting to disperse, was dragged 
Inside the building, beaten by a Tudeh Deputy, and had his epaulettes torn off, 
The military governor, on hearing of the incident, stated that he could not arrest 
the Deputy on account of his parliamentary immanity. 


Internat Security 
Khorasan, 

4. A Meshed Tudeh paper has published a copy of the manifesto posted on 

the walls of Gunbad. by Lieut.Colonel Niwai, the senior officer of the 
group of mutincers. It calls upon the Turcomans and others to rise and 
overthrow the present Persian Goverument. 

5 The"Yodeh party are taking active preparation for the fortbooming 
elections. Both they and the Russians are reported to be bringing pressure to 
tear on the Governor-General, Ali Mansur, to ensure that the largest possible 
number of Tudeh Deputies are returned from Khorasan. 

6. Colonel Hatemi has been appointed provincial chief of police rice Colonel 
Turaj Amin. ‘The latter has been frequently reported from consular sources to be 
a tool of the Russians, 


Kurdistan. 

T. The General Staff has announced that, as the result of operations in 
Kurdistan up to the 2nd September, 1,343 rifles have been collected, This figure, 
in the light of events and the balance of casualties in the recent operations, is 
undoubtedly exaggerated, and 500 would be a better estimate. Of these, few have 
been taken. from the Kards opposing the army but from semi-setled tribes, to 
‘whom previous commanders had issued these arms for their protection, 


Azarbaijan. 

8. The Chief of the General Staff informed the British Military Attaché 
that, according to a report received from the General Officer Commanding, Tabriz, 
a Russian consular officer and the Russian Town Major of Miandoab, by name 
‘Namazaliof, recently visited Ghazi Mohammad at Mahabad and asked him to 
send a force to aid Mulla Mustafa of Barzan in his operations against the Iraqi 
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army. Ghazi Muhammad showed the Russians a letter to the same effect which 
he himself had received from Mulla Mustafa. Ghazi Muhammad is reported by 
the same source as having been non-committal in his reply and to have faid down 
As 4 neceseary condition for his armed support the crying off by the Russians of 
all Tudeh activity in his area as inimical to the activities o| 

Which alone he Wwas interested 

subsequently, contacted some Mi 

‘The Mangur pleaded inability 

fear of retaliation by the Pushtdar tribe, 

‘The Herki also showed little enthusiasm for 

action by the Tag 

Traqi territory an 

Kurs 

9, According to consular rt unconfirmed by the General Staff, the 
Persian army detachment at Maraghah has been disarmed by the Russian garfisoo 
bere and is now allowed to leave its barracks (se paragraph 7 of last Tatelligence 

mary), 

10, A consular source reports that, following a skirmish between Zero 
Agha’s men and the gendarmerie near Balanej bridge near Reraich in which 
two gendarmes were Killed, a force of seventy igendatines was despatched [roa 
Rezaieh to attack the Kurds, The Russians stopped this force and disarmed it, 
sending back the arms to the Officer Commanding. Per rarrison at Rezaieh. 
The Russians claimed that they had acted in good faith, having mistaken the 
gendarmes for bandits, 

11, _ No visible result has come from the visit to Tabriz of the recent military 
commission under General Jahanbani. There are no signs of a Russian with- 
drawal from Tabriz, where they are, in act, acquiring additional houses, posaihly 
to accommodate troops to be withdrawn from Tehran. A general tightening up 
of check post control has also heen noticed 


Bakhtiari and Luristan. 
After three years of continued pressure by His Majesty's Embassy the 
Porsian Government announce that they have effected the arrest of Haidas s/o 
Bagir, Barani s/o Ali and Seyyid Murad s/o Shah Murad all of Feraidan in 
Bakhtiari who were responsible for the murder in 1942 of Mr. Harris, British 
Vice-Consul at Tafahan, and of Dr. Griffiths of the Church Missionary Society 
‘and of his small son, and, subsequently. fled to the mountains between Bakhtiad! 


and Luristan. The arrested men are to be brought to Tehran and tried bya 
military court. ‘ 


The Court 

13, ‘The prolonged absence of Queen Fawsieh in Egypt had given rise to 
rumours of an impending Royal ‘aro. Ow the 130, Sere ey ese 
Persian papers published a communiqué from the Persian Embassy in Cairo 
announcing that rumours of a divorce between the Shab and Queen Fawsich are 
completely without foundation and that the Queen is merely passing the summer 
months in Egypt. _ 


Economic. 


14. “Tn order to make good economic losses caused by the war the Finance 
Ministry is to draw up an economic programme covering trade relations with 
Great Britain, United States USS Turkey and India. “Dr. Ali Amini has 

‘appointed to go lia to examine t ities of Pe 8 
to ndiaand imports thence De Als Amin (FO te a 1) isa brother it-law 
of Dr, Tmami who has been in India for more than a year on a purch: 
‘commission. 


Education, 


ped the invitation issued by His 
ment to send a delegation to the 
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American Interests. 
can C onthe 
ies of American Congressmen arrived in Tehran on. U 
tou September” One party came from Moscow and the other from Syria. They 
left by air for Saudi Arabia on the 13th September. 


Yugoslar Interests 


i, Hadzic, the newly-appointed Yugoslav Minister, has arrived 
and fas prosantel his etiaks of ersdence to Hie lperial Majesty the Shah 


Russian Interests 


18. The Russian Ambassador is still absent. The Russian military attaché 
vey Lorries containing stores and troope have been sen leaving Tebran 
for the west and a new camp on the western outskirts of Kazvin has bee nti 
‘The information so far received has not been sufficient to enable a ee = 
to be made ac to the numbers of Russian troops which have left and which stil 
remain in the capital. ‘ arts, 

ri ‘weeks the Soviet consular authorities have been 
saak-ny dilate ore the eg fof pases for British civil and military 
‘ictal’ to vist places on the Caxpian littoral 


Polish Interests. 

21. ‘The number of Poles in Persia as at the 14th September, 1045, in 
Se ~ Leoation, Men, Women. Children. Total. 
Tehran ce 5210S 2B 1,750. 
Isfahan en ENO 410308 Smt 
Ahwaz co 181 oso 271119 


i or privately 
{To addition there are 812 Poles living in Tehran in employment or pr 
re sibility of the Polish Refagee organisation. 
he ie Dales in Tetahas age being transferred in batches to Uhe Lebanon and a 
ceriain numberof the Poles in Tehran are being transferred to Ahwaz, No other 
Persia are at present contemplated. 
‘mo"Sh a tutor attiade of the Warsaw Government will determine Targsly the 
question of future moves either by way of a return to Poland or moves further 
held 
Persian Army. 
there jttle further information about the recent mutiny it 
ea to consider it as entirely stamped out. During last woek 
One more dficer abented himself from Tehran under suspicious circumstances, 
fut returned to duty after three days. ‘Those officers who, na the remult of the 
findings of the commission referred to in paragraph 6 of Intelligence Summary 
No, 34 are to be kept under arrest until the state of emergency comes to an end, 
‘to Kerman. 4 

ae Tae adition of two new divisions to the Peisian arity, the proviso 
of financial benefits to officers and the demand for a $3 million eredit for pur- 

‘Chase of equipment are referred to in paragraph 1 
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CHAPTER IV.—SAUDI ARABIA. 


[1B 4961/4961/25}) 


No. 11 


Mr. Grafftey-Smith to Mr. Eden.—(Receiced 10th July) 


(No. 115. Confidential.) 


HIS Majesty's Minister at Jedda presents 


Principal Secretary of State for Fore 
to him herewith the annual report on 


Jedda, st July, 1945, 


s his compliments to His Majesty's 
Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
Heads of Foreign Missions in Jedda 


Enclosure in No, 11 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Jedda, Vet July, 1945, 
(Passages marked with an asterisk are taken from previous reports) 


presentation bore tesla to be kaleldon 
‘Ouiar Bey eaune tothe Hejus for the 
O44 “pilgrimage.” “Abdel ‘Hla “Mooie’ Bay" ltt 
Fodilaiy" Ape WB foe Cairo aoa Awe 
‘a-Bahrawy, Who was then alsa Miniter ut Taylad 
(soe 1040 rpurt) reived na Minter Ho lft eda 
‘May 1040 leaving tho Lagation in tho charge of 
ded Second Boertary, Hasan Aba 


inser to Saud Arabia 
ene of Fe sd Boga having 
Youn tera an a sianplinetary Gate to the 


France, 
aon prt ib te 
onal a ete 
Seis ae ane 
St ie 
eit eres, ohare hs eA sta 
Seer: 
representatives in. Hahat Ha. wan 
Ae 


‘oper ha ww en Boteroo teh Ae 
‘lide Hat het Ward out Bg tt 
Sige tha Halts tes Rath 
Mihean’ penalties a ok ut 
at Him. Hie han, however, catacted rss 
lars trie not oat 


Tra 
‘Jatail Poa Ax-Ravei asin Jedd from Novem 
ber 1000 to 1041 Iraqi Chang? W Adnires Aer 
{ro soars at Kabul be haemo ermal fo Jade so 
initer ted. hin. oredenials on 
sa Sar oh “pitied 
served during the war of 1914-18 fit fo the 
‘ark Toes athe wih is hae ond Nur 


Paaba me Bold tho Arab forces 


Inia sides 
‘escent and ody 
a at wo poe 

fea i eat par mame ce 

she hav 
ira 
um Avguet 1944 Mh 1045, wh 
Van wasn ia, tho Lagation ft it 
stan, Miya Mun bump ad 


‘stared “coming out 


eee ener meee hore 
PEGE Ty eee 


Netherlands 
“Datel va der Moule bas, owing to th ter 
sent io Hollaad of the titular ‘Chargl W'kea, 
‘Dr Diagemana, rtursed to eda, whave fon Wa 
Jo 1091 bose Comal and laa Charpt d'Afunee 
He tad Jol boon peut Resident tthe Tht 
Clonal "Service, aad ie erly secu ka toe 
uration of the war, Hel aw sotbonty 66 the 
Arabi FE Peaks und 
lela» moat bye eappttet 
His viln sho bead hae 
fern Jara td, Nas a caro anand 


‘He ‘woe tnadé Minister ‘Menipctentiars” and 
Freented hi eters oa the 5th Noversber, TOR. Ta 
Janiary sod Pebewary 2948 he tae 0 tour of the 
Hadlasoast (Wtien tn 1044) 

in December 191 be went trot to Haba by 
{ar aol thenee to Persia fer n vin eters 
Feuevary 1045. Tis wife lft a the od of Mag toe 
Holand’ to rmjsia her sumerous chidrem, a bor 
‘eof whow were by then knows to be ble, and 
ME ao der Monies be expected to talow” hoe to 
‘Jly TOA, and otto return ‘Ts intation seem fo 
ie fo send Dr. Diagetnana who gave an inpecsion 
gi trons Nas patios when inthe, bck 
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Teri 
ML Ayashi ane report for 14) ltt a 1948, ad 
‘at repiaced ax Minnter Plenipotentiary by M.A 
Ai Span so January. ION He’ promeated 
‘Eedeatils oo te fed February, 1944 His wile in 
S"yelwmie ‘addition to. Bagldhapenking feminine 
i im Jedd aibough se left tr Basy with ee 
Tryearcid soe atte only thet tine, MC Spal 
mf peasant and tvadiy colleague if me 
iat igniting. (Wrthen in 144) 
neato eae the soc of 194 ang 
Legation fo te charge uf tne Fost Secretary, 
AM Sevket Coban,» ceoueas erwin who served 
‘a Fars during the German occution, MC Sepabi 
‘tured in December 1544, bot wes tka serioaly 
te arrived. and bad to Jeave 
SPini dares tot ice apetd vortn 
Uakman rcaine a8 Charge Whi 
United States. 
Br. Sonn, now im Daascun, was rejeed to 
Septowioe 1044 by Cals Witham A. Edy with 
A kof Tall Miniter” Colon Bd, athe 


1 slonet we soon 


United States Marines was bom of 
parents in Syria and has had loog experi 
Miadide ast! He apoaks duont Byrn Arabic 
Aor i so aye psn 38 
thor and journalist. Ie has also taught 
mercan Univerity in Cairo. Ho ie a merober of 
ihe Ofieo of Strategic Serviows and served under 
Colonel Donovan at Tangier io 1942. Ho fir came 
to Seti Arabin in Marah 2044 front Cairo, where bo 
‘as Attache at the 1 
{hea stayed “hers 
sacintant 


iret 
ieee 
‘$SiaH Tad fondly mater ann enertlon tc 
feel This beaty exerior does nol however 
ceteciy soceal a atlows enecpy dreeed towards 
{ie tutherooe of Aerces pliicl und coonoie 
‘Rilsues In Soult Area tod Co ise 
aio. at Angle American. so-operaloa, i Sa 
Freee uses ate Ao oe Gaol Fst, oso of 
‘nnsonary wc was Beta Chill and Tack more 
‘ethan wor, 
Angiopiabie and ome 
Sioa Aameiee's eniuan "n Raodh Arable 


ative 


Representatives accredited also to other Governments. 


Afghanistan 
“Sheikh Mehamanad Sadiq: Maja, i alo 
Miniatr to Pypt and trade ile 

on plgstuage a the end of 142 a eno 
‘wen by ine Christen “rllnagues.(Writan 
rat ent Hojas for th 1048 of 1044 

Dal wok cov to the Hija for the 1048 or 

imagen 


Pee ‘Akbar Balinian, Minister to Savdi Arable aod 
duce te Nie ese hb 
‘seamen Steel diy a OR oa 
sha nearer 
sa tte ben appl yt 
Seen ous’ 
eden har ot bo ante 





(8 6398 /209/25) No. 


12, 


Mr. Wevin to Mr. Grafftey Smith (Yedda), 


(No. 151) 
Sir, 
THE Amir Faisal accompanied by 


Foreign Office, 20h Asiyuet, AS. 
sik He Wat vied te atthe 


Foreign Office on the morning of the 20th August. 
2 He ee me a tcemge from his father to the effect that His Majesty 


desired, in the era of 
continue to collaborate with 


‘upon which he hoped that we had now entered, to 
is Majesty's Government in the same close and 


friendly manner that he bud done during the difficult days of the recent war. 


His Majest 
reciprocate by extending to Saudi Ars 


Baa given in the past 


‘id that I should be glad if His Royal Hi 
a, Eedadwill frooe Hie afte Government and 
c 


King Abdul Azziz a message of 


‘an assurance that we should do our utmost to maintain an 
ies of friendship existing between Great Brit 
4. I reminded the Amir that I had 


hoped for their part, His Majesty's Government would 
feat Seudt Archi the same’ port nd help that they 


iness would take back to 


rengthien the historie 
‘and Saudi Arabia, 
wyeelf beens a member of the late 


Coalition Government and that I had shared in the shaping of that Government's 


foreign policy throughoxt the war 
i 


‘we desired continuity and stability 


resent Government's policy in regard to Sho Arabia, would be 


the saine as that of their predecessors. I 
it one relations with all the 
6. Our 


rab States. 
‘tion in relation to the Middle East had been made clear in my 


recent speech in the House of Commons during the debate on the-speech from the 


‘Throne. 
MT The Amir, then referred with 


appreciation to the help which His 


Majesty's Government had given to the Levant States and hoped that the same 


help would he given to the Arabs elsewhere, parti 


icularly in Palestine. 


8. T replied that Palestine presented '« difficult problem, but His Royal 
Highness could be assured that His Majesty's Government would give it the 


most careful consideration. 


9. After an exchange of friendly courtesies His Royal Highness then took 


his leave. 


Tam, &e 
ERNEST BEVIN 






























































CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(B 4917/8/89) No. 13. 


Report by Mr. Donald Mallett, Regional Press Officer at His Majesty's Embusey, 
Paris, on his Visit to Syria and the Lebanon.—(Received in Foreign Office, 
Paw a iy mon —(Received in Foreign Office, 


I LEPT Paris on the 17th June, and travelling via Cairo arrived in Beiru 
on the Uh June merken grey 
is Majesty's Minister explained to me that he had arranged for 
Tessas Syria ba ce ne iaenGa Gd wished oo wheswver 3 est 3a a> 

Syrian, British and French authorities, where the later sil existed. 
mn my arrival he at once wrote a letter to General Beynet, the Frenc 
Dados Général, explaining who 1 wae and asking the Gesaral it he woald 
ive me, Within an hour General Beynet telephoned to make intiment 
recere me, Wit yynet telephoned to make an appointment 
On the 21st June I left Beirut for Damascus. From Damascus 1 went to 
Homs, Hama and Aleppo, returning to Beirut on the 2th June 
‘To all oficials and others that 1 spoke to during my tour I said that I had 
‘boon sent by His Majesty's Ambassador, Paris, at the request of His Majesty's 
Minister to the Levant States, to see on the spot the state of affairs in Syria and 
the Lebanon and to hear what the different authorities had to sa 
Before leaving for Syria I saw General Beynet on the 2th June. He 
received me at his residence in Beirut, and M. Schlumberger, the French press 
officer, was present throughout the whole of the interview, which lasted for more 
than an hour. -T told General Beynet that T had been seat by His Majesty's 
Ambassador in Paris at the request of His Majesty's Minister to the Lavant 
States, and that I had come to see on the spot what the true state of allairs was 
and to hear what the different authorities had to say. As well as seeing British 
fand Syrian officials, T hoped to sce French officials wherever possible. General 
Beynet was extremely afable and said he had nothing to add or subtract from 
any of his, previous statements, in which he had said nothing but the truth 
Nevertheless, he at once started on a résumé of the events which had led up to 
the provent crisis, The intransigence of the Syrian Government was no new 
thing; for many years they had made every difficulty possible. Encouraged by 
ritish they had refused to negotiate a treaty; finally the French were 
fttacked and had been forced to resist. ‘The Brith had then intervened and 
the French had beon humiliated and bad been forced to retire from many parts 
of Syria. The French now found themselves in an impossible situation; a 
violet campaign was being carried on against whem in. the pres, French, troops 
wore shut up int barracks, the affair was over, the French were out and the British 
pre in, as thoy had alwaye planned tobe. "The whole trouble in Damascus bad 
age sy by 800 toughs and didnot represent the feelings of the population 
[ asked General Beynet why, when the Syrians had been prepared to 
negotiate a treaty with France, be had delayed so.long in Paris instead of leaving 
at once for Syria with the terms, He said that he did it purposely. He said that 
‘he knew it was going to be extraordinarily difficult to inte any treaty with the 
Syrian Government, that he had never wanted this job and had never felt very 
boreal about Deingng to a sucenful conclnion, and that be bad delayed 
in Paris as long as possible, believing that by so doi osphere might i 
She pareage af time become ore prelim Padroni sy 
uit the Syrians, General Beynet said quite frankly that they were ve 
dialt, peopl, tat when the Syrian Mink ser for Yorugn Afairs chsd wo Win 
rian public opinion” it was ridiculous. since such a thing did not 
exist, There ieiho doubt he personally regards the Syrians as" natives” and has 
no conception of the strength of Syrian or Arab nationalist feelings. He was 
quite tinashamed about the French bombardment of Damasens: to him it seemed 
4 perfectly normal and logical thing to do. He believed that the French were 
attacked in Damascus. He said Sir Edward Grigg had said he could not see 
any bullet holes in the French headquarters opposite the Syrian Parliament 
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building in Damascus, and he begged me, when 1 went to Damascus, to go to see 
them for myself. "Sir Edward,” he said, did not find any bullet holes because 
he only looked at the outside of the building. ‘There are no bullet. holes on. the 


outside of our headquarters because the Syrians fired, from close range through 
the windows, but if you go inside you will see bullet holes in the rooms.” _ (When 
Trwent to Damascus { went inside the French headquarters and spent a ludicrous 
quarter of an bour with General Groce and one ‘of his staff officers searching for 


‘uloged bullet holes. It was like a game of “hunt the slipper.” After 
looking unsuccessfully in two rooms we found a few holes in one curtain and 
four or five small holes in the wall of one room, and one bullet hole in the hall. 
General Gross, when I told him that General Beynet had asked me to see these 
ballet holes, was very embarrassed and said that apart from a few broken 
windows there was nothing at all to be seen.) 

‘General Beynet also complained at length to me about the humiliation that 
French officers had been forced to accept at the hands of the British military 
aathoriti ‘He said that his officers in Banasous had been treated by the British 
‘worse than the Germans would have treated them. In the course ‘of his conversa: 
tion he was continually suing comparisons between oor ‘metbods and the 
German methods. He seems to have been personally very. hurt by, the ‘charges 
made against bim in Paris of being pro-Vichy. fe denied that hotly to me, 
dnd said that he was always considered as pro-English. He did, however adiit 
that he had beeo at Wi den and that the Germans had treated the French: 
better there than the British here. 

"At the request of His Majesty's Minister I delivered a message to General 
Beynet to the elect that the British. military authorities. in Aleppo were 
extremely anxious aboat the safety of M. Fauquenot, the French dékigué there, 
‘who insisted on driving about the town in his car flying @ large French flag, 
despite their warning. Would General Beynet request ‘him not to about 
publicly in such a provocative manner ! General Beynet shrugged his shoulders 
saree would not ask MM Fanquenol to cease driving about the, town, 
MM. Fauquenot would be quite safe; he wax well known in Aleppo. General 
Beynet then rounded of me. pointing out that here was a typical example of how 
the British went to work First we tried to frighten the French, then we worked 
‘up hostility to the Freach to support the warning we hind given them, 

General Beynet also declared that atrocities had been committed by the 
Syrians on the bodies of French officers who had been murdered, He complained 
of Tooting of French Property, for which he blamed us since we did vot stop the 

fi cn 'T mentioned to bim that the Senegalese troops had 

‘quite true, After all, they 

wir discipline was always & 

ight have been different. 

ment and the British= 

controlled radio stations in Palestine with carrying out a campaign to encourage 

the Troupes Spéciales to desert. He this went on his forces would become 

‘so reduced that he would have to ask for reinforcements from France and that 

fe had already cont a telegram to Paris explaining the situation to them and 

warning them that if this went on in the near future they would have to take 
the decteion as to whether to send reinforcements to the Levant or not, 

‘The mentality of General Beynet does much. to explain French actions in 
the Levant. I formed the impression that he is a tired, el Iderly soldier, who really 
believes in the colonial methods of the last century.” He. has no, conception of 
the state of opinion of the Arabs. Tohim they are ail natives who, if they cause 
ay trouble, are quickly subdued with a little shooting. He sees nothing extra- 
Ordinary at all in the French bombardment of Damascus, I am convinced that 
fie really believes that the British Government has numerous agents of a sinister 
Mure all over the country. His own information must be extremely bad. His 
ast words tome were that if the matter were pat before an international tribunal 
‘of some sort he was quite sure that the evidence ‘he had in his possession would 
Ginvince the tribunal that the whole crisis bad been provoked by British agents 
Siu that the French were in no way to blame for what had happened. 


1. Syria. 
Damascus 


‘On the morning of the 2st June T left for Damascus by road with 
Brigadier Frere, On arrival at Damascus T made a tour of the city to inspect 
the damage caused during the French bombardment. In general the damage is 
superficially not likely to impress European public opinion because it in no way 


from looting, 
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compares with the bomb dasiage in England or Germany which has been s0 inch 
publicised in European newspa| But when one considers that it was carried 
out entirely by one side, that the other side had no artillery and no aircraft to 
reply, it is an astonishing sight, 

‘the Parliament building was shelled’ and the exterior is pitted with shell: 
holes and the marks of hand-grenades. Inside, nothing has been touched since 
the fighting teased. ‘The deputies” seats are overturned, the floor is littered with 
papers, everything is in a state of complete disorder; there are marks of blood 

rom the gendarmes who were killed there, 

‘The Orient Palace Hotel is still closed to guests while repairs to bedroom walls 
riddled with bullet holes are being carried out. ‘The exterior of all buildinge in 
this area are covered with machine gun bullets. It is quite lear that the roofs, 
Windows and balconies of all the houses in this central area of the city were sprayed 
with machine gun fire. 

Tn the railway station is the burnt-out wreckage of a British Red Cross train, 
set om fire by a stray shell. There is no evidence that the train was deliberately 
destroyed by: the French, 

‘At the Citadel I was taken round by Colonel Hrant, the Armenian Commander 
of the South Syrian gendarmerie. The Citadel, which is the headquarters of the 
fetidarmerie ax well as the prison, was bombarded from the air, Most of the 
damage has now been repaired, but Colonel Hrant showed me where the first 
bombs fell on the prison, killing 98 prisoners outright, and where, during the 
second attack, the headquarters of the gendarmerie was hit and he himself was 


hops burned out and looted by Senegalese troops, 

Tt is important to remember that all the attacks were concentrated in the 
Administrative district of the city, where all the Government offices are situated. 
‘The Parliament House was destroyed and bad it not been for the fact that there 
reve not enough depaties that evening to make a quoram Parliament would have 
boon nitting when the attack was carried out, ‘The Orient Palace Hotel was where 
all the foreign diplomats were living. ‘The Citadel is the headquarters of the 
sgendarmerie—the only force at the disposal of the Syrian Government. 

‘The Syrian Government charges the French with deliberately trying to 
destroy the whole government machine in Damascus. The Syrians say the French 
hoped’ to kill all the deputies while Parliament was sitting and force the 
Government to flee. 

he French reply that they had no intention of killing the deputies. The 
Parliament building was attacked because it had been fortified by the Syrian 
Kendarierie and was a strong point from which the French Etat-Major on the 
‘ther side of the road was being attacked. 

Damascus ix quiot now, but all the authorities, including the French, are 
paged that any Frenchman who appeared inthe streets of Damascus -day would 
beassassinated, and I think that this is undoubtedly true. 

After inspecting the town I talked to Colonel Morgan, who took over from 
General Oliva-Roget, and who was s0 much criticised by the General during hi 
talk to the press in Paris, 

Colonel Morgan has a very different story from that told by General 
Oliva-Roget, He says that he did everything possible to foster good relations 
with General He invited him on several occasions to meals. he took 

of being seen with him whenever possible at public functions «0 
‘would have no grounds for saying that the British military 

r ‘ot on good terms with the French military authorities. “On one 
‘occasion he paid a visit to the Druze country with General Oliva-Roget, riding in 
the General's car, and made a speech, after General Oliva-Rovet had made one, 
in which he made a publie reference to the fact that he was glad to have this 
‘opportunity of visiting the Druze country in the company of General Oliva-Roget, 
‘who was s0 well known there, 

‘When he received orders to intervene he went to see General Oliva-Roget and 
told him what bis requirements were, following the instructions he had received 
from the commander-in-chief, and handed him the letter which Oliva-Roget read 
out at his press conference in Paris. General Oliva-Roget refused to accept these 
orders, saying that he had had no instructions from his commander-in-chief, 
General Humblot, in Beirut. General Oliva-Roget was out of communication with 
Beirut and, when offered the use of British communications, he refused, and it 
Was natant, 10, eelonk tha next morning, the Ist June, ‘when he saw 
General Oliva-Roget again, that the general agreed to accept the British orders. 
‘This is very different from what General Oliva-Roget said in Paris. In Pari 
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said that the British intervened in Damascus on the evening of the Ist May 
hd at French offers were killed during the wight ofthe Sixt May Tet Ju 
tren thoogh the Brita had said they had intervened to maintain order and were 
Stpposs) to. be protecting French lives, Aciording to Colonel Morgan 
Ganeral Oliva Roget had ot accepted our terms antl the Tat June, and wo we 
wre unable ta fatervene and protect French lives, drag tat period. when 
ral Oliva Roget charges us with being respansitie for the deaths of Frenc 
ae cting Prime 
et that evening 1 was received by Jamil Bey Mandam, Acting Prime 
Minister of Syria ant Minister for. orsign Ktuiy and Natioal Beta 
Jamil Bey Madam pat to me the Syrian case, which T was to bens repeated in 
Aimost exactly the salue words by every Syrian oficial to whom T spoke. Briefly, 
the Syrian point of view is aa fallows>— 


Syrian quarrel with the French springs from the Syrians’ relations 
nero French daring the past twenty years. Teg no new thing: 
2 The French have progressively cheated the Syrians of their hopes nnd 

‘aspirations for liberty and independence, s0 that no Syrian has now 

any confidence left in anything the French say or do: se 
3. The Syrian felings ae s biter that thee i nw no question of there 

Frenchmen and bad Freachmen; all Frenchmen are to the 
soi abit ne sed sae Vn 
stay in the count 
4. The whnte population of Syria is united and unsnimoas in their distrust 
~ OS aad batred of the Fretich and the present anti-French manifestations 
fre ao the exprension of feting of ay party of action of the country 
re he country as a whole. 
opt aera aa AO as ern ie ae mth 
for Syria, and there is no question of the French ere, having. & 
ile ion in S ¢ Syrian Government is determi 

Pe Reo make whatever treatice and agreements with foreign 

countries it may desire, : i‘ 

sresence of French troops in the country is a contintial provocation ani 
8 Th Pre ben guarantee that fighting wil not bre Oat again while 

French troops remain in Syria. oe 

oF the French to cling to the Troupes Spins, who are 
71 ig olen or fuer creasing tnbers, more thant quarter having 

‘ment and the presence of French troops ia the Lebanon is, in the view 

Of the Syrian Fovernment, a danger to Syria, As well ax withrawing 

rom Syria there can be no solution without w withdrawal from the 

[abanon ax wel bahia 

French have alw as the protectors of the Christians, doing 
+ rae Ge aero nt oe at 
secution by te Moslems, ‘There is no truth in this and Christians and 

Moslems in Syria are united in their present desire to have no more 0 

French rule 


following morning T called on Shukri Rey Qawatli, President of the 

Syrian Republic t hg mothers i Heck mal eee ein 
in propped up fa. Th is said i wets sat 

freeing gown Pestle. “fhe nate the Syrian ase on the same general lines 38 
Iie Acting Prime Minister. He said that in Syria the French bad setup barracks 
‘on every bill overlooking the main towns. It was there that they had establish 
their afwies and their guns had pointed at the towns and villages which lay 
felow Tt was not an army that had come to defend the country: it was a8 army 
tiet had come to fight and subdue the country, Te spoke at some Tength al 


i that 
re, of which be said the Syrians would have.no more, and told me tha 
Zenlens were planning to barn Gee French books pail an Damascus, T said 
T thought that this was an act which sould be badly received in the world a 
Tange, that it savoured of Naat methods and that ce could not destroy truth by 
Lue Sogr beoke "He said it was a spontaneous outharst ebowing the haired whic 


every Syri for the French, They loathed French culture and they wished 
Se eve al tence of ft from their country. We were, during the conversation 
talking in French. (I later reported the plan to burn the books publicly to Hi 
Majesty's Consul, Damascus, who agreed that it was an act Jikely to provoke 
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disorders and as a result protests were made to the Syrian Government, and a 
large-scale denionsteation was stopped.) ‘The President stressed that in his view 
there was a0 hope that if General de Gaulle was replaced by another Frenchios 
that the French relations with Syria and their attitude towards the Syrians 
would improve. He said that whatever any Frenchman said now who was out of 
power, once hie came to power he would carry on just as the others had carried 
‘He said that if M- Herriot succeeded General de Gaulle to-morrow there 
would be 10 change in French policy towards Syria; M. Herriot would be just as 
bad. as General de Gaulle, and so it would be with any other Frenchman. If 
General Catroux were to feturn to Syria the President uid he would refuse to 
receive itn. 

I asked the President atout Syria's relations with the Arab League He 
replied that Syria lent its fullest support to the Arab and that the Syrian 
Government intended to take its rightful place in Arab councils, Damascus 
was by tradition a lending city of the Aral world and the Syrian Government 
attached great importance to its relation with the other Arab States. Finally 
hhe summed up Syrian determination to free themselves, from what he called 
“French domination” by assuring me that if the French bombarded Syria 0 
that half their houses were destroyed over their heads, the Syrians would fght on 
fand would never submit to the French, 

1 next called on General Gross who sucweeded General Oliva-Roget, the 
Délégué-Adjoint at Damascus, He had been informed of my visit by General 
Haynet and received me in a perfectly friendly manner.” He explained that be 
wea notin Damacue dar divotders and was ot in postion to give an 
eye-witness account of what happened, but that if I wished to speak lo any of his 
sla, who haul beeu there: with Gi ET the. Gah 


the last six months in the Levant forced him to the conclusion that relations 
between British and French officers were bad and had been #0 for some ti 
Went on fo say that now, as a result of the British army’s intervention, the British 
hhad come out into the open and the French military naturally felt humiliated 
He spoke at length af the famous interview between Colonel Morgan and General 
Oliva-Roget. He said that bad he been in. General Oliva-Roget's place he would 
never have accepted the orders because of the manner in which they were piven. 
He showed me a copy of the now famous letter and said that he himself would 
have handed the letter back and said, “* You can shoot me if you want to, bat 
T cannot accept orders couched in that language."* 7 

We, then discused the fightin Damstecus He defended the French 
bombardment of the city and believed that the disorders were stirred up by some 
thousand or fifteen hundred turbulent characters, inflamed by the Government. 
He believed that the French, by force, had the city under control and that if the 
British bad not intervened, law and order would % 
tained by the French. He did admit that feeling in Damascus is sich that now 
4 Frenchman who appeared in the streets would be asstssinated, and admitted 
that he himself was forced to travel in a British armoured car when he left his 

arters, He also admitted that French civilians, realising their had 
aad to be, cracasted by the ritiah and that be bad recommended ibig 
evacnation. He admitted that Troupes Spéciales were deserting every day and 
told me that at one barracks a deserter bad been Captured. before he could 
away and that the man was now awaiting court-martial, For this the penalty 
was death, He said that he himself would preside at the court-martial, but 
seemed genuinely worried at the prospect of having to condemn to death and 
execute publicly a Syrian member of the Troupes Spiciales, fully realising the 
lfect. that it was likely to have on otber Syrians who had tp to the present 
feinained loyal to the French, and confessed that there was danger of the 
Syrians turning against their French officers, 

‘He complained that there was no French journalist in Damascus and that the 
French public were not receiving any news from Daninscus from French sources, 
‘He asked me to raise this with the British authorities and renvest that a French 
correspondent should te allowed to go to Damascus. Finally, he complained 
that French property was still being looted, and that despite our aim to be 
maintaining order, the Syrians were indaleing in anti-French demonstrations 
He told me that five days previously a donkey wrapped in the French flag had 
been paraded in front of his window by some Syrians. He said that it was only 
with difficulty he had restrained himself from drawing his pistol. He argued 
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inci these that we were not maintaining order in/the sense of 
See aren ah he rt a 
Sibility to the Syrian gendarmerie either we were shutting our eyes to. the 
Se eS a aT oe pen oe tee Oe 
5 joverniment. 

Svrisvhile in Damascus I had conversations with numerous British offic 
including His Majesty's Consul, Major Porter, British Security Mission, 
Group-Captain Marsack, of the Ministry of Information. All were agreed as to 
the actual incidents which had been caused by French troops firing wildly at 
Troapes Speciales deserters, with the result that civilians in the road were 
injured, and that the French without hesitation had launched a full-scale attack 
on the town, with artillery, aircraft, tanks and macl Which had. been 
Placed at strategic points on roofs commanding the main streets in the centre, of 
the city. All were equally unanimous with regard to the entire population being 
concerned in the anti-French demonstrations, and that it was in no way the wor 
of a small group acting contrary to the general feeling. T also enquired into 
allegations of atrociti ted ty, Senegnlens troops. Brigadier rere tld 
me that the British ‘authorities had exhumed the bodies of the Syrian 
onlarmerse killed in the Parliament building by Senegalese troops. They 
Eertainly found cats on these bodies but could not aay that these were not. such 
fas would have been likely to have been caused during the hand-to-hand fighting 
‘which took place inside the Parliament buildin; : 

T found, however, that the Syrians believe that the Senegalese did carry out 
atrocities. While waiting to ace the Acting Prime Minister, his seoretary told 
the that the Setiegalese had cat off the ears and noses of tho Syrian gendaemes, 
Brigadier Erere was present and he denied the story, telling the Acting Prime 
Minister's secretary of the findings of the British army doctors who conductea! 
the exhumation. Later, in with the Acting, Peiine Miiater, 
he repeated the story of the atrocities to mo and T again denied it. 

here is no doubt that extensive looting was carried out by the Senogalese 
troops and the British army has recovered a great deal of looted property. 


Homs 

‘went to Homs on, the afternoon af the 22nd Juno, where 1 wax met ty 
Major Pellon of the British Security Mision. The fghiing im Home did not 
last very lotg and by the time the British troops arrived the Brenrh had already 
sabdued the town, "With Major Pelloe I called on the Mobafez, Fuad Hallabs 
‘There are no French in Homs now and I found the same determined anti-French 
spirit, The Mohafez told me that no one in. the town wished to ace the French 
gain, and said be hoped that the British would stay. He said quite frat 
that what bis people wanted was for the French to withdraw and for the British 
fo stay for a period, "He did not think the Syrian Government could take over 
the country immediately, Ho asked nothing better than that, Britain should send 
echnical experts of all kinds to advise and help the Syrians, The French, ho said, 
had never done «0, They had sent soldiers to rule them, 

Major Pelloe showed me the text of the French terms which were, presented 
to the Mohafer by the French délegué when the town was forced to surrender 
in the face of superior Eronch force. They included orders to. the townspeople 
to remove harricades, cease demonstrations, allow the free circulation of all 
French military and civilians to collect. food, no trafic was to pass the French 
délégation and French troops would reroain in barracks, but reprisals would be 
sega on hecemallest incident, The last paragraph read: ~" No complaints of 


fare at all will be received either by the military commander or by the 
‘AWlagud, who consider themsrives to be worthy at thanks for having stopped the 
‘sacking and entire burning to the ground of town. 


Hama. 
Later that evening I went on to Hama, where I was met by Major Dearden, 
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siroraft. | Despite efforts to get in reinforcements, the French lost the battle of 
Hama, with the result that Hama, flushed with pride in its victory, is most 
violently anti-French. 
Tcalled oa the Mohafez, Khaled Bey Dagheitani. In his office when I called 
Was a deserter from the Troupes Spéciales and another from the Bedouin control. 
He expressed the unity of his townspeople in their hatred for the French and their 
determination never to have them back in Hama again. In Hama the hatred has 
become a blood feud and in certain families and. tribes solemn oaths have been 
taken to carry on the Sight against the French from geseration to generation. 
‘The Mobafer said that all was quiet in the town now, but that while any French 
remained in Syrin there was always the danger of disturbances Their presence 
in the Lebanon he regarded as provocation; if they remained in the Lebanon 
the people of Syria would never feel safe, since the French would try to iflirate 
their agents into the country with a view to regaining their previous position. 
“After seeing the Mohafer I went with Major Dearden call on Ere Bey 
Azeun, the head of the leading family in Hama, who by his wealth and position, 
4s the most powerful influence in the town. I spoke to him through his son, 
Abdul Rahman Azem, a very intelligent young man, speaking good French 
Speaking on behalf of his father, he outlined the wait history of relations 
between Syria and France, explaining how the confidence of the Syrians had 
been shaken by the French, first in 1030 when the treaty was niever ratified. 
in 1942 when General Catroux negotiated no treaty after the Free French forces 
had supplanted the Vichy administration of General Dentz, and finally shattered 
by the, recent eveots, I could not help being impressed by the fact that bis 
‘analyxis of the history of France's relations with Syria was practically word for 
word what I had heard Madame Viennot, speaking for the Socialist party, say 
in Paris during tho first day of the debate on Syria before the French Consultative 
Amembly. T tried to explain to him that I had heard similar views expressed 
in Fennce and that pethaps the Syrians were wrong in deciding #0 categorically 
that there were nia Freschmen whim they could trast and that from France they 
would nover got independence, He assured mo that even if what T said were true 
it was too late. The Syrian people could never trust anything that was said 
by any Frenchman again. Me reminded me that the present Government were 
the people who went to Paris in 1926 for the treaty tnegotiations and who, when 
thay came bck to Syria, did tremendons propaganda for France. These ten 
‘were mon of hin father’s nge and were now wo embittered that there war 10 
question of thea negotiating with any French people, whoever they might be 
‘he young people of his own age could! only judge from the Erenchmen they had 
seen in Syria andl what they had seen confirined what their parents told them, 

Wwe, came to diacoes the future, he expluined to me that in Hama the 
people and the tribeemen, while they supported the Government in the present 
‘ritis, were not in favour of the republican system. but wanted a monarchy. They 
preferred the idea of w mouarehy, and their choice for a king was the Amir 
Abglullab of Transjordan. He told me that they bad had contact with the 

Abdullah, who had sent several envoys to thelr town, and thit a movement 
in favour of a monarchy had gained a great deal of ground reveatly. He pointed 
‘out that the other Arab States—Egypt and Traq—were monarchies and that we 
in England were a monarchy. He insisted that the king must be a member of 
the Hashimite family nad they preferred Abdullah to the Emir Abdullilah of 
Traq. As for King Thn Sand, they did oot want bim at any cost. and they 
seemed to havea genuine drend of the Wahabis. One of the reasons he eave for 
this movement to set up a monarchy was the distrust of the sophisticated cofles, 
house politicians of Damascus and the belief that Damascus, and so Syria, could 
uly regalt: it traditional pre-eminent place in the Arab world under an Arab 

ing. 

‘With regard to future relations with the French, he warned me that although 
they had won their battle of Hama they were not sitting back and taking it easy 
‘They were still collecting arms and were still organising, and if the French came 
back to Hama they would fight again. ‘The French would find that resistance 
this time would be even better organised 

‘There is no doubt that rich families like the Azems in this district are pro- 
ducing money to buy arms, are promising to feed Bedouins who come in from the 
desert and are very active in organising resistance to the French. Relations with 
‘the British and Indian troops in the area are everywhere good. 


Aleppo, 


T arrived in Al ‘on the evening of the 23rd June. In general the town 
taeepaber sages tate on in Damascos, because it was 
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never shelled or bombarded from the air. ‘The people have remained more calm 
than in other towns, due largely to the energy and influence of the Mohafez who, 
following the advice of His Majesty's Consul, worked. ceaselessly to keep the 
Popalation calm. ‘The disturbances broke out on the 20th May, when a French 
officer drew his revolver on a crowd of student demonstrators and fited, killing 
one and wounding six, Me managed to escape; but the crowd then inarched 
through the town. A Senegalese, a sergeant, and a Erench officer were killed at 
‘Yarious points, the trams were stopped and tram windows were smashed. 

The French reply was to order out armoured cars and by indiscriminate 

machine-gun fire clear the streets. ‘Thirty people were killed. 

led on the French Délégué Adjoint, M. Fauguenot, at the Délégation. 
Soldiers in steel helmets stood guard on the roof, M. Fauquenot has been for 
many years in Syria. He was in Damascus daring the revolt of 1929. From the 
sgriiest days be suid there bad been rivalry betwoen Britain and Eranee in tho 
Middle East and in Syria in particular, He assured me of his friendly feelings 
towards Britain and recalled his services in the British cause in the last war, for 
which he was decorated. e 

Te became quite clear from the outset that he was thinking in terms of the 
French returning to Aleppo, He admitted that the French military authorities 
had not been strong enough to put down the incidents quickly. and Tam sure that 
bad he had aeroplanes he would bave bombed Aleppo. He cliims that order had 
been restored in the town and that anti-French feeling was beginning to die down 
before British troops arrived. Since their arrival it had broken out again because 
the effect of the presence of the British lind been to give free rein to all anti- 
French elements. He said it would certainly be dangerous for a French soldier 

uniform to venture oat into dhe town now, and probably equally viky for a 
rrench civi T raised with him the question of his driving roand the town 
with « large French flag on his car, which I had mentioned to Genceal Beynet 
Beirut at the request of His Majesty's Ministor. His reply was that he might 
be shot at, that an escort could never prevent that, and that in any case he was 
Prepared to run the risk because if be did not go about showing the French flag, 
there was danger that France would be forgotton. , 

He called the present state of affairs “*a fever ”* which would die down about 
Ostober.. The town, he said, was not united against. the French, the Christian 
community were at heart pro-French, but were hiding their true feelings from 
fear, He said that the Armenians and Alaouites in the Troupes Spécinles were 
loyal to France and that was why France could never hand over the ‘Troupes 
Spéciales because it would be handing over thee people to Mule persecution, 
Ho seid al aren dooarer from thn httypen Sodom mes sineah regretting 
that they had left the French, as they foand themsolves worse off with the Syrian 

ndarmerie. Tn Aleppo the Damascus Government was already being criticised. 


President of the Republi, he eid, was pro-German, the Acting Prime 


Minister was corrupt, and the Prime Minister pro-American, I asked him if 
he really believed that the British Government wished to supplant the French in 
Syria. His reply was that perhaps. the British Government did not wish tw 
plant them, but be was sure that the British oll companies wasled the French 
iLof Syria because of potential oil-felds at Deir ex-Zor, and was it ot true that 
General Spears had large oil interests! T asked him why, since he had spent so 
many years in this country, and was familiar with Arab affairs, France had never 
conchided a treaty with the Syrians. He said that unfortunately circumstances 
had always been against them, He said that in 1941 be himself had produced all 
the Syrian leaders for General Catroux to ace and that to each of them General 
Catroux had put the question of were they in favour of a treaty. They had all 
stated their desire for a treaty based on the treaty of 1696 with certain modifica. 
Aone to which General Catronx ad replied he wa pefecly prepared to dca 
these modifications I then asked who chose Sheikh Tag-ed-din as the first 
President of the Syrian Republic! His face fell and he told me that in his view 
this was an error. It was becanse of that choice that he was in Aleppo now, as he 
had asked to be transferred from Damascus as be knew it would be impossible to 
work with Sheikh Tag-ed-din 
T formed the impression that M, Fanquenot is an embittered man, who has 
worked for years in Syria, who knows more than most, Frenchman about. Arab 
affairs (he admitted that he spoke better Arabic than the oftcited ’* British 
seat’ (Cole Stirling) He reais tat French intrigues and policy of playing 
off the Christians against the Moslems have not produced the results they 
hoped for. Nevertheless, he is still most active in Aleppo, calling on leaders of 
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the Christian community to their very great embarrassment. He if going on 
blindly, trying to spread fear among the Christian communities, which in Aleppo 
are more humerous thant in any other town in Syria, because he does not know 
what else to da. 

M. Fauquenot was most correct and insisted on repaying my call, and as a 
result came to breakfast at His Majesty's Consulate hetore Tleft 

After secing M, Fauquenot I called on the Mohafez of Aleppo, Thsan Bey 
Gpesit. What he told me was in fact « complete contradiction of everything 
M, Fauquenot bad said, He charged the French with having sent to Syria secon 
‘and third-class Frenchmen as their representatives. In the present administra- 
tion were officers who in 1941 had been simple eoldiers. ‘The town of Aleppo was 
completely united, Christians and Moslems, in its hatred of the French. Proof 
of this was the fuct that half the Troupes Spéciales deserters were Ch 

ided that the French were offering double pay to the Troupes Spke 

‘an effort (o keep thers. Another example of Christian feeling was to be seen in 
‘an appeal issued by the Armenian Patrinrch to all Armenians in French service 
to leave their posts. Another complaint made by the Mohafer was that the 
French cate to Syria only'as officials. There were no business men in the country 
working in normal commercial relationships with the Syrian business com: 
munities. All the French were officials of one sort or another, who wanted to 
make as much as they could out of the country. No Frenchman came to work 
with the Syrians in their country. The Mobiger repeated what 1 had beard 
elsewhere, that the Syrians would never feel safe even while the French remained 
in the Lebanon. Order in Aleppo was now good, but only because the French in 
the town were kept out of aight their presence, however, was a danger 

While in Aleppo His Majesty's Consul arranged for me to meet a number 
of the notables of the town. ‘The Iraqi Consul, to whom I talked, told me that 
the town was now better armed and better organised than it had been during the 
incidents and that if the French tried to come back they would find more men 
‘with more arms against them, He also told me that the demonstration of students 
from which the disturbances had aprung had been ordered by the Damascus 
Government, 

T had @ long conversation with Thxan Jabri, a National Bloc leader, and a 
member of the lading family in Aleppo. He warned me that it was becoming 
increasingly difficult for political leaders like himself to restrain the population 
from carrying out further acts of violence against the French and. French 
property, He said that the continued presence of French troops in the town 
was a provocation and that the people wanted them to go and that if we did 
not evacuate them they might attack them. I was not completely convinced 
by his arguments, and formed the impression that there is a body of Syrian 
feeling which would like to stir up trouble in order to force us to evacuate the 

rench, 

In conversations I bad with His Majesty's Consul and the British army 
commander I formed the very strong impression that in Aleppo when British 
Leoopa intervened Fis Majeiy's Consal and the British army commander had 
taken great trouble to spare French feelings as much ax possible. ‘The result 
is that relations between the British army and the French military authorities 
‘are much better than they are in Damascns, and Colonel Gentis. the French 
gommander, accompanies the British commander on all his tours round: the 
trict. 

T left Aleppo on the 25th June by air, arriving in Beirut the same day. 


2 The Lebanon, 


The Lebanon is at present quiet. The French are visible and up to the 
present there have been so disturbances, although the Lebanese Government has 
issued a joint declaration declaring its ‘unity with the Syrian Government, and 
it is impossible to separate the Lebanon from Syria in the present crisis. 

‘The bitterness of anti-French fecling in the Lebanon is most noticeable to 
4 returning visitor to what was formerly considered a French stronghold. British 
officials estimate that only 25 per cent. of the population to-day remains pro- 
Fretich. medns that a little mote than half of the Christian communities, 
on whom the French have always counted, have turned against them. 

M. Henri Pharaon, the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Afiairs, told me that 
the fact that the Lebanon had remained quiet was not due to the Lebanese 
Government, but entirely due to the British Government, and the counsels aml 
assuranees given them by His Majesty's Minister, who they belicred acted in 
good fait 
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‘There is no doubt that the Lebanon identifies itself with Syria in the quarrel 
eee Te Brine ‘Minister of the Lebanon, Sheikh Abdul Hamid Karami, on 
the 20th June, The Prime Minister said that my arrival from Paris was een 
proof of the interest England was taking in the Lebanese cause. “He then plunged 
Straight into an account of Lebanese differences with the French, The Aas 
cessione—the Banque de Syrie, the Customs, &c—he said had been sed by t 
French wo rob the Lebanese people of their rightful wealth: The Brench had also 
Gstablished schools im the Lebanon, but not with the purpose of spreading 
knowledge, but with the object of doing French propaganda, He said that the 
Lebanese had had enough of the French teaching their children the life of 
Napoleon instead of the history of the Lebanon. The French, he continued, kept 
troops in the Lebanon on the ground that they were necessary to maintain. order. 
Tf there had been disorders it was because of the presence of these French troops. 
‘After what they had seen in the Lebanon in 1943 and gon recently in. Syria 
there was no question of the French staying in the Lebanon. The Lebanese 
demanded the evacuat ‘of the whole of the French troops and the return of 
the Troupes Spéciales to them. The French had also tried to divide them from 
the Syrians. This they. would not support any Tonger, They knew that if left 
to haudle their own affairs they could co-operate and agree with the Syrian 


Government sc Ministor concluded by saying that he well understood the British 
reasons for friendship with France. We wote neighbours. in Earope;, bathe 
Warned me against French jealousy of Britain's prestige in the world, which 
he said made the French hate ox 

M. Henri Pharaon, Minister for Foreign Affairs, said there was uo question 
of the Lebanese granting a position of privilege to France. The Lebanese wanted 
to be Lebanese, independent and free to. Lreaties with whom they liked. 

“the Freach had sbown what they thought about the Lebanon during, the 
celebrations on VE-day, when they. took, paid demonstrators in lorries through 
the streets crying “ Long Live de Gaulle.”" We are de Gauille's children.” But 
Srhen it came to negotiating a treaty, General Beynet came to see him two days 
Tofare the arrival of reinforcements from Franes, but he never mentioned a treaty. 
The General waited until the reinforcements had arrived and then summoned him 
to Damascus and banded him the terms there. Why did the General wait until 
the ship arrived! Only because he meant to intimidate the Lebanese. 

The Lebanese stood side by side with tho Syrians in the prosent 
it made no difference whether the French bombed Damascus with only one 
‘or with a hundred aircraft. The fact that the French should use forceful methods 
had made them hated by rians and Lebanese alike, 

Tie coneladed ‘by taking the statement quoted above about law and order 
having been maintained in the Lebanon thanks to the representations made by 
His Majesty's Government 


MIRA 

While in Aley I talked to Brigadier Clarke, the British director of 
MIRA, who wat formerly the British representative in O.C.P. He gave mo 
ihe following facts and figures about MLLICA . 

‘On the ist June. when M-LR-A. was set up, Damascus had supplies for 
two days and Aleppo for five days. ‘The rest of Syria could feed itself from 
Meally-grown supplies. "The Lebanon had supplies suficient to let until the 
3th daly. 

‘We had immediately borrowed 5,000 tons from the army, of which 2,500 tons 

distributed. 
aan ee Tees aod hace ext pio Giceals WOM BN BRAT peUANeT i 
French agents would have been lynched in the country, and the Arabs would 
have refused to sell, The result would have been that the Lebanese would have 
starved when existing stocks were gone.” Syria could have fed itt, thoogh 
Damascus. wonld have been very hungry. . 

"550,000 tons were needed yearly Tor: Syria andthe’ Tcbanon. “Of this tbe 
Lebanon took 140,000 tons a year and grew only 10,000 tons, That was why 
Wwe hd bad to et up MLLR_A- in the Lebanon as well as Syria, because the Syrians 
‘Would not provide wheat for the French to distribute in the Lebanon. 

‘The purchasing period was from June to October. Purchases were going 
on. very well. The danger of famine had been averted and by the end of October 
‘he thought we could hand the whole organisation over to the ‘Syrian and Lebanese 
Governments, 
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MLRA. was using the O.C.P. offices and furniture and transport but a 
careful inventory had been made of all French property 

With regard to the amount owing to 0.C.P. mentioned by M. Bidault, the 
sum was £S.1 million. There was £5. 8 million in hand at the moment and the 
debt could be paid at any time. 


Conclusions, 


ter so short a visit to the Levant States it would be foolish to pretend to 
‘atrive.at definite conclusions, I was, however, very much impressed by the 
following factors in the situation :— 


(1) The anti-French feeling in Syria can only be regarded as a national 
Fising against the French. The disturbances started at tiffereat points ia the 
coantty and at different times, but have now become a national revolt by the whole 
Pepsin 

iso 2, Anti French feeling in the Lebanon should not be under-estimated because 
disorders and fighting haven a yt broken out thre.” It only rors sal 
noident for fierce fighting to begin, This dange rease wit 
Pate oe ighting to begin, ‘This danger does not dec th the 

) 


¢ French would 
They would have bad to’ send 
of reconquest. Meanwhile the 


rests olf present po 
lop to oar disadvantage. Up to the prisent we long 
oe. ‘the Syrians and their liking for us. Bot British mactial ng 
ey uot exist in Syria and we have relatively few troops.” Standing at we do 
twtwren the Syrians and the French we please neither party. ‘The Syrian Govera, 
ent is cooperating but there are elements who wattt to keep the re bain 
They have got the French on the run bat they have not got them oat creche 
U foresee iicut tine ahend with restraining the Syrians from proventive 
. which ix bound to make us unpopular with them. This ts alo I 
tot enna us iota parte of the Arab workd, nt TN# # alt likely to 
here is little hope of a permanent solation on the basis of the Frenct 
withdrawing from Syria but remaining in the Labuan, "The Froese 
stay in the Levant States to-day backed by cnormore face ee 
7) ‘The only possible solution seems to be for French and British forces to 
Pithdraye simultaneously from both States and for the Troupes Spicialce to to 
hand ao to th two Government French diplomatic mistion on equal 
with His Britannic Majesty's Legation might then he 0 
two States The French cannot hope for a privileged positinn. “Thott 
v eat Keep special position since their culture cannot be destroyed 
overnight. With well-run schools, on lines acceptable to the local Goncemnche 


Aaa mamie ngreements, they might retain something of the position they had 


Q France, 
in the Levant have not 
mistrust of our intentions 
‘only settlement is a very term one. 
The first step is to overcome the French mistrust in Paris bem 
‘see that we alone have tried to help them in the Levant. othe ‘aly eens 
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voice speaking to the local Governments at the moment is the voice of His 
Majesty's Minister. + 

Tf the Levant States will accept a French Legation and French mistrust of 
British intentions can be overcome it is for His Majesty's Government to t 
work out with the French Government, and perhaps with the United States 
Gorernment, a common Arab policy for the Middle East, so that with the French, 
Britain can present a united front on Middle Eastern affairs both to the Arabs 


and to the world. at 
DONALD MALLETT, 


Beirut, Beh June, 1945, 


No. 
a) 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Rden—{Received 7th July) 
Beirut, 5th July, W945, 


legrams Nos 006 and O17. 
‘After further discussions the French agreed (o raft a statement concerning 
the transfer of Troupes Spéciales for publication. ‘The Lebanese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs asked Count Ostrorog to make its tone and substance ax 
fympethetic ax posible and the French acepted an amendment proposed by 
in me 
tel 


is senso, ‘Translation of the draft statement in my immediately follo 
gram. 
2 The Syrians and Lebanese both objected to "the principle of the 
transfer "’ in the penultimate paragraph on the grounds that principle had 
toon admitted Jong ago and that the acceptance of this formula would not satiny 
Public opinion and would enable the French to drag things out indofinitely, if 
they wished, The Syrians also objected to the word “ accord.”” They proposed 
alternative text providing for ‘' immediate and unconditional transfer "of troops 
find wished this to cover their arms, equipment and barracks 

3. [told both the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs and Count Ostrorog, 
who have been, in constant touch with me, that while I aaw force in objection 
to" principle” I considered Syrian amendment (which the French refused to 
accept) as unreasonable, As the French maint he transfer of arms, equip: 
tent and barracks (some of which are French property having been paid. for 
out of French funds and not out of “ intéréts commune") must involve discussions 
between the French and States Governments, moreover, the Erench seemed 
perfectly justified in requiring some assurances from the Syrians about security 
and proper treatment of men and families of the men who had been particularly 
loyal to them, and also about the right of men, who had signed 
serve in French regular forces to opt for that if they wished. Ni 
agreed with me as did Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs 

4 After Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs had proposed a further 
formula which the French would not accept, Ostrorog made the following sugges 
tion (in place of the last two paragraphs of draft) which avoids " principle” 
and ** accord " >— 

“Declares that these troops [two groups undecypherable: may be 
transferred to) Syrian and Lebanese Governments in accordance ‘with 
arrangements which will be defined in the shortest possible time.”” 


5, After further discussion with the Lehanese Minister for Foreign Afi 
and Oxtrorog T agreed to go to Damascus to-day 10 do all L could to induce 
the Syrians to accept the above. Brigadier of General Staff Ninth Army 
accompanied me. 

6. Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs feared that the French might spin 
oat the discussion about arrangements connected with the transfer hut he even- 
tually agreed to the formula proposed subject to the Syrian President's approval 
We had nearly three hours with Shukri who was in a difficalt mood and highly 
suspicious of French good faith (compare my telegram No, 607). It was eventually 
agreed that the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs should ask the French t0 
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accept a time limit of two months for discussion of the necessary arrangements 
the Syrians maintained, was erential to sai) public oran, ae 


7. Please regiird the above as confidential at present 


(E 4927/68/89) (2) 

Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden —(Received a 
pei to Mr, Eden.—(Recvived th July.) 
(Telegraphic) Beirut, 5th July, 1946, 


MY immediately preveding telegram, 
Following is text as drafted by Count Ostrorog — 


‘The Provisional Government o 


Wishing to see Syria and the Lebanon invested with all the preroga- 

tives of sawvereignty x0 that they may play the part incumbent on ‘hem in 
concert of the United Mee Cee ee oe 
* Declares that it gives its immediate and unconditional ageeement to 

Pringle of trnaafer of these troop. ee 

The arrangements for this transfer will be settled with the least 

posible delay by a common agreement between the thre interested Govern 


2. ‘The fllewiog wes faiertod an paragraph atthe request of the Lebanese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs: after “locally eens tek anny 
to diepay to Syrian and Tabanew Governments ts wish for an undertanding 
fand, at tho samo timo, 1o give them full satisfaction regarding these unita” 


 4927/8/89) (3) 


Mr, Shone to Mr. Bdon=—(Receeed 
(8), tor (Re 7th July.) 
Felographic.) Beirut, Oth Jul 
ba tel xian No. 630, paragraph 4 shdcliars 
Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that the Sy Fs 
axa Lins hn aed wind de etre aaa eee 
‘torts pote tine the words with a masimom delay of fort five aye” 
2 ‘The announcement is to appear in the press of the 8th July. 


( B 4942/14/89) @ 


Mr. Holman to Mr. Eden—(Received 
swam, man to (Received th July) 
(Telegraphic) Paris, 9th July, 194. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs has issued following ‘communqoepub- 
liahed in Paris press of the 6th Jaly:—- wo ana rot 


“ Under the terms of a declaration issued at Beirut by General Bey: 
French’ Delogate-General and Plenipotentiary in, tbe Levant States, 1¢ has 
been decic ‘in view of the end of hostilities in Europe to accede to the 
wishes of Syria and the Lebanon to constitute a national army and, conse 
‘quently, to transfer to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments the locally 
Treruited military units, of which the French command had taken cha 

‘The steps by which this transfer is to be effected will be defined within 
forty-five days” 





(E 6094/8 /80] 
Mr, Bein to Mr. Duff Cooper (Paris) 


Foreign Office, W6th August, 1948. 
ET M. Massighi to-day and conveyed to him congratulations on the 
‘conclusion of the war in the East, which he stated be would pass on to his Govern 
T then made a tentative approach on the problem of the Levant. As he 

T asked him to speak to M. Bidault rather than pass on my 


(No. 1497) 


2. "I said that he must understand that anything I said would not commit 
His Majesty's Government since the Cabinet had not yet discussed this matter 
Tt was most desirable, however, that the Levant question should be settled, for 
that would assist us in dealing with other outstanding problems between our two 
countries. Tunderstood that the French had suspicions that if the troops of bottt 
‘countries were all withdrawn and trouble thereafter arose the British would go it 
hd remain there. I wanted to adopt means which would remove any suspicion 
of that character. 

‘3. The tentative suggestions T made were that :— 

(2) Both Governments should agree forthwith to withdraw theit troop 

(9) If the French had fears for the Christian minorities and the likelihood of 

‘an attack upon them, it woald be left to Britain, America and France, 
in the interim period hefore the functioaing. of the World Organise 
tion, to devide whether thoy should intervene, and if s0 to determine 
what troops would be used. So far ax we were concerned, we would 
support the employment of French troops for this purpow. ‘This, 1 
thought, would have a moral effect in preventing outbrenke and would 
ean that eare would be taken by the Syriana and Lebanese te see that 
these things did not arise, At the same time, there should be a strict 
understanding between both of us that there would be no provocation 
(8) Tho police force should be organised, Advisers should be sought from 
‘Sweden or Denmark, 
(4) Steps should be taken to deal with the problem of exchangn in order that 
The territories might be fed. This would have to be discussed hetwoen 


us, 
(6) The question of a base which was claimed by France should be dealt with 
by the World Organisation when the time came, 


4. M, Massigli then raised the question of air services and T asked him 
whether he meant purely commercial and he said : “* Yes.” Both of us had air- 
fields and both had air services and there would have to be a settlement of thir 
question 

3. I indicated that if this tentative approach appealed to his Government, 
then T would take the matter up with the Cabinet. If they approved thix policy 
wwe could set our respective staffs busy to work it oat. T said that T bad no 
Objection if the proposals on these lines actually came from him. ‘That might 
fassist him: in which case I woald remain in the background 

am, Se 
ERNEST BEVIN 





(iE 6228 /5484/80) 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Becin.—(Receired 25th August.) 


Beirut, 90h Awgust, 1945. 
J HAVE the Benoa to tranait to you herewith 3 Soy of ah inieresting 
per, prepared by Headquarters, British Troops, North Levant, on the Christian- 
Moslem ages ‘in Syria. nih a A t 
2 he paper stresses, rightly in_my opinion, the special composition o 
the Fopulatics Dt the provioos of Jerirek, which (ike the Tabenon) contains 
reap Eiferent and often mataally antagonistic communities. Some of these, 
Dotably the Assyrians and Armenians, are comparatively recent immigrants who 
oak rafuge from persecotion elsewhere; and it is not therefore surprising that, 
HOALE un'to the preseat been accustomed to Took’ to the French for protection 















































they should now display apprehensions for their safety in the event of, general 
evacuation of Syria by Allied troops. How far these fears are justified, oly 
the future can show; fut it is unfortunately undeniable that in the Jezireh they 
are widespread amongst the minorities and, indeed, amongst the sedentary popt- 
Jation.as a whole. They seem to be based less on doubts of the intentions of the 
Syrian authorities than on disbelief in. the ability of those authorities to protect 
them, .g., against marauding Bedouin tribes; and they are not likely. to be 
allayed unless, during the period which elapses before a final Allied withdrawal, 
curity 4 maintained and at the sume time the Syrian gendarmerie and Desert 
Control Force, now in process of formation, ean gradually be brought to assure 
cllcient control, 2 
3, In the rest of Syria the prospects of co-operation between Christians 
and Moslems seem more promising. The Orthodox communities in particular 
have usually been able to maintain good relations with the Moslems perhaps 
firth became, being comparatively neglected by the Freuch authorities, they 
ve found it necessary to do so. It is the less numerous Catholic communitics 
who, from their long tradition of French protection, have tended to adopt an 
attitude of superiority towards the Moslems and who in consequence now fedl 
themselves most in danger of oppression. The fact that a large number of the 
French employees in the country were drawn from these communities renders the 
latter, in the present heat of anti-French feeling amongst the Moslems, particu- 
ly liable to retaliatory measures 
4 The present rilers of Syria seem alive to the dangers of the present 
sitnation, of which T have spoken to them mare than once As reported in my 
telegram No. 740 of the Int August, the Syrian President has convened Christian 
loaders in order to assure them of his Government's intentions to treat Christia 
and Mosleins on an equal footing; and the Goverament are understood to have 
textracted the Moxln Uléma to preach religious tlerti 
Syrian electoral law: provides for an equitable distr 
Chambers amongst all communities, in proportion to their numbers; and it will 
not have escaped notice that the present Prime Minister is a Christian, and that 
two of the three members of the Syrian Delegation to San Francisco 
included the Prime Minister) were Christians, So long, indeed, as Ch 
show themselves to be politically in harmony with the prevailing xp 
nationalism—in the sense of loyalty to the Syrian State—and xo long as this 
spirit ia free from religious fanaticism and xenophobia, they need have fitile fear 
Of persecution in the towns at least, merely beeatse they ave Chr Ta the 
Femoter country districts the safoty of Christian villages must depend. after the 
Withdrawal of Allied forces, on the extent to which an entirely. 
Syrian Government ean keep order and impose respect for thir a 
Syrian Government can do thin, any declaration they may tm 
intention to give full protection to Christians. will be of little va 
districts, 
5, Syrian Christians are apt to express fears that, in an officially Moslem 
state the law of which is based on the Koran, they ‘may find the scales of 
iustice habitually weighted against. them; and that Moslems will always prefer 
fosloms when it comes to the choice of contractors or Government emp! 
This undoubtedly may occur, to some extent at least. But Syrian Moslems are 
al not fanatical, and so long as the Syrian Government give proof of 
their intention to avoid serious discrimination against Christians and provided 
that any tendencies to fanaticism and xenopbobia are kept in check, the only 
real danger of a more general Christian-Moslem clash, elsewhere than inthe 
Jeriteh, seems to lie in the possibility that some of the Christians will not, i 
the words of paragraph 19 of the enclosed memorandum, be "tactful and 
currect "in their behaviour towards the Moslems. Such canons of bebaviour 
hhave not always been followed by minorities elsewhere: and if any of these com- 
munities shonld be led to believe that, even after the establishment of complete 
Syrian independence, they have only to raise their voices to bring about the inter 
nion of powerful external forces, whether secular or religious, on their behalf, 
ll be the less likely to settle down to their inevitable final status as members 
of the Syrian State. It is during the present transitional period, when the abrupt 
change in the situation hitherto obtaining and uncertainty as to the future have 
naturally had an unsettling effect, that the activities of ignorant or ill-intentioned 
agitators can be most mischievous, 
6. [attach also a note on the Christian-Moslem question in the Lebanon. 
Here the problem is very different. In the Lebanon as at present constituted, 
the Christians slightly outnumber the Moslems and no one community forms a 


ue in, these 
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majority. Christian-Moslea strife in the former “Little Lebanon "is a com- 
paratively recent memory, and the possibility of the Lebanese Christians 
Wg ‘themselves against the “Lebanese Moslems. on commonal issues 
‘Aways dormant: but such a division would threaten the very existence 
of the Lebanon, and there have been’ many signs of late that che political 
leaders (Riad Solh, for example) will do everything in their power to prevent it 
‘The issue is, indeed, between those, Christians and Moslems alike, who wish to 
ace the establishment of an independent Lebanon in which all communities will 
have equal rights, and those extreme Christians, led by the Maronite Patriarch 
and his clergy, who wish to see the Lebanon converted into a °° Christian Home, 
protected by foreiga Powers against any possibility of Moslem domination 
TERENCE SHONE, 


P.8.—Since drafting the above, I have received from HQ, BoTN.L. a 
exuné of comments on the first enclosure to ths deapatch which have been pre: 
red by Brigadier Clayton, of the Minister Resident's officn, and. P.I.CALE, 
Vith their permission, 1 enclose copy of these comments, which in geveral do 
not affect the conclusions in my despatch. mn 


Enclosure 1 in No. 16 
(Beeret.) 
Memorandum by Headquarters, British Troops, North Levant 


‘Tue CumstiaxMoshem Pmomueat x SYniA. 


The Future Relations between the Two Communities when the Frenoh and 
British withdrave. 

General, 
‘THE Near East has seou the bitth of three of the great religions of the world, 
the Christian, the Jewish ond the Moslem, and. it has also seen the division of 
these religions into many and varied sects, the majority of whom have been 
‘engaged in conflict with each other for centuries. The religious differences are 
often complicated by racial distinctions and it is at times difficult to discern 
‘whether a dispute is a religious or racial one, or both. It is usually both, 

‘2. The largest clement of the population of Syria is Arab atd Moslem. 
Of these, the greater number are Sunni Moslems, but there are some Shias, and 
two important sects springing from Shi-ism, the Druzes and the Alaouités., The 
last two are sccret religions, but they probably take something from Christianity 
and paganism as woll as from Islam, The Christian soote in the country are 
divided into five main groups: Armenjans—Catholio and Orthodox, Syriant— 
Catholic and Orthodox, Greeks—Catholic and Orthodox, Maronites and Assyrian 
Nestorians. Of these, the largest and most important groups are the Grock 
Orthodox and the Armenian Orthodox. 


Distribution and Numbers. 


ou ts the 
tho ather 


18,800, "The other Christian groups are of shall. importance—tli 
sear tee toute with, 11,000, Chaldeans 4700, and Latins 6,000.” Syrin 
39,700 Jews, practically all of whom live in Damascus and Aleppo, The Yazidis, 
Kurds ‘who’ practise an interesting semi-pagan religion which includes devil- 
Bropitiaton, numer oy 2.900, at they Tie i the Aleppo aren and io the 

jezire. 
3. The Christian communities are distributed throughout the country: but, 
except in the Eaphrates and Jezireh Mohafazats, they live mostly in the large 
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towns. ‘The Greek Orthodox population is concentrated mostly. into the. four 
Mobafazats of Damascus (with 23,700), Homs (with 20.200), Hama (swith 17,300) 
and. Lattakia (with 68,100)...The Armenian Orthodax community have theit 
67,500 in the Aleppo Mobafazat—and the only other large group of 
Damascus with 16,300. The Greek Catholics are nearly all concentrated 
into the Mohafazats of Damascus (with 20,300) and Aleppo (with 11,900). Three- 
quarters of the Maronites are in the Lattakia Mobafazat.. All the Nestorian 
Assyrians live in the Jezireh. 


Past Relations of Moslem and Christian Elements 
4. ‘During the 400 years that Syria formed part of the Ottoman Empire 
the Sunni Moslem element was dominant in all branches of activity. The Sunni 
Sultan Caliph at Constantinople could feel little sympathy with the religious 
minorities in his Empire; and too often the Turks solved the minority problem, 
artictilarly the Armenian one, by applying the decisive proverb “* Stone dead 
with no fellow.” The frequent interference of foreign Christian Powers 
particalarly Russia, France and Great Britain, indaced the Sultan to take 3 
‘more statesmanlike attitude towards his Christian subjects, and the Millet System, 
whereby the religious head of each Christian community: was made responsible 
to the Constantinople Government for the good behaviour and government of 
his flock, produced a reasoniably tolerable status for the minorities. Nevertheless, 
Christian loyalty to the Ottoman Government was never very strong, and the 
communities tended to look towards foreign Christian Powers for support— 
the Syrian and Armenian Orthodox to Russia, the Maronites and Catholic 
comminities to France. 


dintinctions only widened the political 

ference helped in this widening and, w 

and France came to Syria, there existed a religi 
religions discrimination under the Turks, 

At the same time the growth of Arab nationalism was a factor of impor- 
tance, ‘The movement was not essentially a Moslem one. The emphasis was on 
the Arab rather than on Islam. Many Christian Arabs were ardent supporters 
of the movement. Tt must not be forgotten, however, that the Arab past and 
the period of Arab Empire, from which the movement s much derives itt 
inspiration, are inextricably bound up with Islam. In any Arab movemen 
Islam is bound to be a dominating factor. ‘The Christian Arabs realise this, 
fd yo it has not prevented them trom teing Nationalist 

As far as Arab Christians are concerned, therefore, there woold seem 
a be no great fear of persecution oF even unfavourable treatment on the part 
‘of Moslems. With foreign communities, peoples with no Arab blood, the danger 
ix more pronounced. Events in Palestine have produced a decided antitewish 
‘vius throughout all the Arab countries. In Traq the State showed itself unable 
to abvorb satisfactorily its Assyrian minority. In Syria an anti-Armenian move 
is by no means an improbability. Racial rather than religions discrimination is 
the mot probable development in an independent Arab State. In Syria the 
foreign minorities, with the exception of the Jews, are mostly Christian. There 
fore, racial persecation would undoubtedly appear also as religious. Tat the 
racial cause would be the potent one, the religions one would be only subsidiary 

10. During the years of their mandate in Syria, the Erench endeavoured 
to pursue a" ‘and rule" policy, They attempted to” play off” the 
jinorities, such as the Christians. the Druzes and the Alaouites, against the 
Moslem majority. Their efforts met with some success. The unwisdom of French 

icy in the war years which culminated in their major blunder of May and 
Jone of this year have brought abont a unity of all religions and races in Syria 
‘such a has sever been known before. Many "fencesitters" have veered to the 
side of the Government, and the minorities have thrown in their lot with the 
Moslem Arabs, Unity of all communities has teen achieved against the French: 
‘an uncertain question is whether that unity will continue when the French have 
Rone. 


The Situation after a Franco-British Withdrowal. 

11. The main areas where there are large Christian other than the 
Jezireh, are Damascus, Hotis-Hama, Aleppo and Lattalia, “The situation is 
all these areas would seem to be similar, and the different religious communities 
fear the future in varying degrees. ‘The Greek Orthodox Communities, most of 
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whom are of Arab blood, have been for some time on good terms with the Moslem 
Tihortice. Many’ have shows proof of siicere ‘nationalism. ‘They would 
ttsdoubtedly be loyal to an Arab State, and would expect to be given religious 
toleration in retarn, " 4 

The Maronites and the communities affliated to the Catholic Chur 
were aiwaye more los associated wit the French, and they have more case 
t fear the foture. Recently, however, most of them have been anxions, to 
demonstrate their loyalty to the Syrian State, and it is unlikely that they wi 
bbe persecuted if they show Uap a pi 6 peer the part of a 
minority in a politically undeveloped State, 

13, The Armenians are a more complicated problem. ‘They are sot Arab, 
many of them have favoured French role, and they have memories of cruel Moslem 
Persecution under the Turks. They are a politically-minded people, and a. gro 
Of them look towards Russia and the attractive goal of Soviet Armenia, 
large umber of them favour America and Great Britain. ‘They. are a wealthy, 
intelligent and industrious community and, therefore an os abject of jonluny 
to the Arab. Any loyalty they would possess to an Arab Syrian State would be 
centirely based on self-interest and not on deeper instinets, In the resent crisis they 
Ihave sco clearly where their sl-interest In; and they have aupported the Syrian 
movement. Years of persecution have taught them tact and the importance of 
hot arousing the ire of the ruling majority. Trouble will probably not come from 
them wheo the French and British go: and it is unlikely that the Arab Gover 
nent would serionsly persecute a well-behaved and economically important portion 

ts population, 
OFM Pre Jexireh is a. poteotially more gerous area. ‘There is a grat 
mixture of Christian  sects—approximately 2000 Armenian Catholics, 6,000 
‘Armenian Orthodox, 2000 Chaldeans, 8,000, Syrian Catholics, 18,000. Syrian 
Orthodox, and 9,000’ Nestorian Assyrians. The Jezireh. is a province in which 
the authority of the Syrian Government. is less strong than elsewhere, and it 
weould be particularly difficult for them to control the large and lawless tribes 
in that region. ‘Tho Chri in the area have not reacted favonrably to the 
movement agninst the French, and the majority feel that their position would 
te untenable if both the British and French forces left, The Moslems have made 
efforts to concitiate the Christians and to aesure them that they have nothing 
to fear. tis likely that the Jezireh is an aren which might need apecial treat 
ment when the British and French go. It would need a strong and loyal police 
force, and the solution might be ina small foreign. mission—perbaps American— 


being attached to Ube force and ensuring the guarding and fair treatment of the 
Christians Any appearance of favooritism-towards the Christians at the 
‘expense of the Moslems would have to be most carefully avoided, 


Concturion. 
15, Other than the Jeziteh, which would sem tobe a special ons dower ving 
special’ treatment,” Moslem persecution of Christians after a Franco-Britia 
Withdrawal is unlikely. ‘The Christians woald have to, realise that. they are 
itiorities and as such need to be tactful and correct in their behaviour towards 
With foreign influences removed, the Christians would 


diseri 
but is unlikely to take violent, form. 
Christians. 


efficient police force, it will be able to control 
‘who might try to make capital out of the withdrawal of Franco-British forces 


Enclosure 2 in No, 16. 
Note by British Legation, Beirut 
The Christian-Mostem Question in the Lebanon, 
‘THE present Lebanon dates only from 1920, Before that date, the present 


Mobafazats of north Lebanon, south Lebanon and Beirut belonged to the 
Turkish Viluayet of Beirut; the Bekaa (less Zahlé) formed: part of the Villayet 
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of Syria; and the present Mobafazat of Mount Lebanon, plus the district of 
Zable, formed a district, commonly referred 10 as “The Mountain, * depend 

directly from the Porte, enjoying a large measure of autonomy and tod 
by five foreign Powers: (Great Britain, France, Austria, Russia and Prussia). 

2. This "' Mountain” was populated almost entirely by Maronites (who 
were in a large majority), Greek Orthodax, and Druzes. When the Lebanon, 
by the Decree of General Gouraud in 1920, was extended to its preseat 
boundaries, its population was increased by many thousands of Sunni and Shia 
Moslems and by some Greek Catholic and other Christian minorities. As a 
result, the Christian (Maronite and Greek Orthodox) majority of some 50 per 
cent. in the Little Lebanon was reduced to its present proportion of sume 
55 per cont, Since 1920 the Moslems have probably increased faster than the 
Christians, but against this must be set the influx of Armenian (Orthodox and 
Catholic) refugees from Turkey who have been settled either in Beirut or in 
Shia districts in the Bekaa and south Lebanon. It should also te noted that 
the great majority of Lebanese emigrants established abroad are Christians. 

3. Following the Statute of 1864, which laid down the régime for the 
former "Little Lebanou,"" Great Britain, France and Russia were ined 
fan having special relations with the Druze, Maronite and Greck Orthodex 
communities respectively. ‘The communal system established at that time has 
been consecrated in the present Constitution of the Lebanon, which provides for 
equitable division of public functions between all commiinities and for the 
representation of the principal communities in the Government. ‘The present 
‘electoral Iaw, based on this Constitution, comprises an elaborate formula by 
which the communities in each Mobafazat are represented by a number of 
Deputies proportionate to their strength 

4. A considerable cleavage between the different Lebanese communities 
continues to exist, For this the following factors are all t some extent 
rresponnible -— 

(a) The policy of “divide and rule” pursued by the French Mandatory 

authorities; 

(0) The existing laws of personal status which give considerable powers to 

the ecclesiastical courte in such matters as the marriage of members 
of their communities 


particularly the Maronites inbabitin 
Intermarringe between Christians and Monee ix 
a; and 
(@) An increasing difference of culture due to the fact that the Christians 
in general look westwards and the Moslems eastwards. 


Whilst all thinking Lebanese are prepared to agree that these communal tucriers 
oustitute a serious handicap to the emergenes of an independent Lebanon, few, 
if any, politicians would be prepared to support any change in the existing 
Constitution oF electoral law designed to eliminate their communal basis. It 
‘was noticeable that when in 1943 at attempt was made by the temporary Head of 

State to amend the electoral law in « manner which increased the number of 
Christian seats more than that of the Moslem seats, a violent Moslem reaction 
was at once followed by a Christian connter reaction and a serious crisis arose. 
‘The heads of the different communities are constantly insisting on the rights of 
their communities to @ proportionate share of even the lowest Government 
functions, so that even the recruitment of 100 gendarmes ean only be effected 
hy giving’ so many of the 100 to each community. 

5. It is clear from the above that the whole structure of the Lebanon still 
rests on_a communal basis, and that sufficient prejudice still exists amongst the 
Pepalation to oppowe any modtifenton.. The difleences tetween the Yarioas 

Christian communities are often aente. But, as was shown in the crisis over the 
electoral law referred to above, there is a general tendency for Christian and 
Moslem communities to divide into separate camps on such issues. The 
fundamental risk of Christian-Moslem strife in the Lebanon resides in the attitude 
of the reactionary Maronites (particularly those inhabitating the ‘* Mountain ”” 
and in close touch with the Maronite clergy), for their memories of the 1860 
massacres and consequently deep-rooted fears of anything that savours of Moslem 
domination, seem ineradicable. These fears are much less strong in the other 
Christian communities: the Greek Orthodox, and to some extent Greek Catbolics, 
have always prided themselves on their good relations with the Moslems, whilst 
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the Armenians, knowing themselves to be still alien immigrants, are anxious only 
‘a quict life. 
for 6 Qi ihe political plane, Christian-Moslem rivalry is lew clearly defined. 
since many even of the Marouites (for example, the present Lebanese President) 
fare working as enthusiastically as the Moslems for the elimination of French 
Control over the Lebanon. The Moslems, too, are not all of one mind; some of the 
Sunnis ecck the incorporation of the Lebanon into the Arab League and to this 
fend might even welcome the union of the Lebanon with Syria; whilst other Sunnis 
Gnd mest Shias and Druzes dislike the idea of being governed from Damascus and 
Sack only autonomy without foreign control. But the opponents of the present 
Fegime, including those who are generally. regarded as pro-French, are drawn 
‘Aiesost exclusively from the reactionary Maronites; and even those Christians 


ike the French generally favour the establishment of an_avtonomoux 
ho ate the Frome he ther Arab State and guarantee by one or one 
Tatton Powers against the possibility of any eventual aggression on the part of 
the Moslems of Syria or elsewhere. 


Batrut, 2nd August, 1945. 
oe 


Enclosure 3 in No, 16. 
CCouments by Dirigadier Clayton oa Baslonre 1 
paragraph 2 of the report. The classification of the Chrintian 
mg Face ft des not sro the snc teat tbe Armenians form a 
important ‘of their own, ax do the Assyrian Nestorians on a much 
important racial group of thet or, 4 eso, the nin religious diler e 
between the Uniate (Catholic) Churches on. the one hand, and a 
Orthodox on the other. The fornet com prine the Grew sal Gendt aol) 
es and the Chaldeans; the Armenian Catholics al ave Liew h thie 
en ts latter a0 include the Greek Orthodox, the Syrian, Orthodox 
(acabites) and the Protestants, ‘The Armenian Orthodox. (Grego id the 
‘Assyrian Nestorians are swayed chiefly by racial ties. Tt might be m . 
that all these Christian Churches, except the Armenians ‘and Nestorians, are Arab, 
just ax touch as are the Moslem». 4 
2 fo raphs 6 and 7._ The Millet sytem was not forced on the 
Salter by fercine. bss P When, the Turks took Istanbul in 1453, the Sultan 
gave the Greck Orthodox Patriarch a measure of temporal jurisdiction over his 
Swen Hock, supported him in bia spiritual authority and, recognised him ax the 
responsible head of his own commu ity or ‘mi This step was taken on 
the Sault ‘own initiative. While the Sunni oh in Istanbul may not have 
bad much sympathy with his Cheis minorities, he did give them a very 
considerable measure of protection, It was the frequent. interference of foreign, 
Towers and their attempts to trade an their connexion with, the Christian 
minorities for political ends that irritated and frightened the, Turks, and was 
to no mall extent indirectly the cause of the massacres. The * millet“ system 
worked tolerably well although, as the report states, it em jhasised religions 
Jiteencen, Thee differences, however, are inevitable where Moslem law 1s, the 
law of the country, or where the Shari’ code dmitted as a civil code. The 
Uinets of external irritation, with consequent Christian-Moslem trouble, potential 
‘he actual, have been prolonged hy the French policy of “protection” in the 
Levant, which has emphasised and fostered the desire for protection ‘g 
a ‘ians. To avoid Cae trouble, the peed or 
Loon A ct sae 
ata paragraphs 9 and 10. In Trag it was the Assyrian minority 
that obstinately refused to be absorbed Os insists don retaining aot cnly al 
Hels refused ie abe guenionble- whether dct 
Wake Repeal Wii xno he Arma 
and the Je ‘inhabitants of Syria are all of one race at ie 
oe STieinioation i more likely. The Christians have a. very ee 
inority - Moslems have an equally prom ‘superiority 
sinorty comple The Mose Was fad exsoable ifthe conclusion somewhat 
mistic. There will certainly be considerable discrimination, tut if the 
eeeevuons outlined in the last sentence of the report are fulfilled, this diserimina 
{ion should stop short of persecution and will be no greater than in Traq or Peypt. 
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[E 6670/5/80) No. 17. 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Becin {Received Tth September) 
(No. 161) 
Sir, Beirut, 25th August, 194%, 
IN my despatch No. 69 of the 30th April I gave an account of developments 
im the Levant States, with particular regard to the relations between France 
il the States, up to about the middle of that month. The t 
ne to continue the story. ‘The 
ix warcely possible to provide an adequate record of the period in the compass 
‘of a single despatch. When few have time to read Jong despatches it may soem 
cn of place to write them, especially afoot occurences which must appear 
ial in comparison with those in other parts of the globe. But they have 
‘such repercussions, not only in the ‘Arab world but. on Anglo-French 
relations, and they have given rise to so much misunderstanding and misrepre= 
sentation that T feel a despatch which enters into some detail may be more 
valuable and more interesting than ove which would be at once briefer and 
more colourless. While T must write it mainly from the , T shall 
include in it some account of the more important converss 
Well as here and T shall venture to draw one or two conclusions. By devoting 
several paragraphs to events in Damascus between the 20th May and the 1st June, 
of which T was an eye-witness or of which I learned from others in close touch 
with he expense of much that might be written about occurrences elae 
can at least hope that my account will be accurate and objective 
enive not only for ite length but alm for its shortcomings 
the ond of April T submitted that wo should be under no 
don ax to the nature of the détente in relations between France and the 
Levant States, which had been 
th the aid of the United 
fanuary aud February the tension betwee 
conditions’ in Damascus had been such ax ti 


‘of the Arab States 
wid the French and 


radically 
1, amd 
Fronch activities in the States (e.g., in the Alaouite territory) went to show that 
the French were determined to preserve as muuch as they could of their former 
onition, On the other hand, both States’ Governments were, if anything, more 
determined than ever to concede no preference at privilege to France. ‘The 
Sprians had been taking’the lead, partly because the Prench had 40 far made to 
direct approach to the Lebanese (which General Beynet later told me be thought 
had been a mistake): but the attitude of the Lebanese Government was 
perceptibly hardening in the 
and were. susceptible to attuck by Nationalist elements, notably Riad  Solh's 
group, who were bent on making capital out of any’ appearance of fa 
the part of the Government to defend Lebanese independence 
3. In the continued absence of the French Delegate General in Paris, 
the only Franco-Syrian discussions which had taken place were those on the 
revised French draft of a University Convention. As the Syrians were only 
prepared to conclude such a convention as part of a general settlement, no real 
Progress was to be expected until General Boynet returned with  proposale 
concerning other outstanding matters, of which the transfer of the Troupes 
Spéciales was, in Syrian eves, by far the most important. Tn fact, the discussions 
‘on the University, Convention broke down before General Beynet's return, as 
the Syrians considered the revised French draft to be unreasonable in chat the 
pplication of certain of its provisions would have entailed French interference 
in their educational programme, while the French members of the joint com 
mittee, appointed to discuss the draft, said they had no authority to modify it 
The Syrians, who believed, not without reason according to local information, 
that the Americans would have heen unwilling to acquiesce in their acceptance 
of the French proposals, said they wonld not conchide an agreement which went 
beyond the terms of the Report by the Conference of Allied Ministers of 
lucation on Cultural Convention 
4. On the 25th April the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs had given 
mean account of a frank conversation he had had with Count Osteoros (acting 
French Delegate General in the absence of General Beynet) in which he had 
stated fully and clearly the position of the Syrian Government with regand to 
their relations with France, ‘The purpose of this conversation, he said, was to 
induce the French to make the most of the existing détente to reach a settlement. 








ur 


by 
He had also told Count Ostrorog, in response to a suggestion’ thrown out, by 
MM Bidaalt, that while there was: no objection 0 the Syrian delegation at 
San Franciseo discussing matters with the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
they were not and would not be empowered to conduct negotiations there: 
75. In Syria itself, the position of the Government was at this time far 
from strong. The large proportion of Damascenes in the Ministry was a cause 
of dissatisfaction in Aleppo and other districts; the mere readiness of the 
Government to resume negotiations with the French had earned them consider. 
able unpopularity; and in view of their failure to secure the transfer of the 
Trovpee Apéeaier, and General Beynet's continued absence in Paris, it was 
becoming daily more difficult for them to maintain their position against 
more extreme Nationalist elements in the Chamber of Deputies and elsewhere. 
had only succeeded in doing so by reiterating that the resalt of the forth 
coming negotiations with the Erench would be satisfactory to Syrin; and it was 
‘only to be expected that it General Beynet’s proposuls disappointed Syrinn 
hopes, more extreme elements, to whose policy the President would be for 
‘conform, would come into power. 
neater Ain Apna report, which was confirmed on the 26th April, tnd 
reached His Majesty's Legation ‘that a further potential cause of trouble was 
in the ofing in the shape of fresh regular French troops on board two crviers 
The latter were to be used because the French had no civil transport at thelr 
disposal and had objections to moving the troops overland, eg. from Alexandria. 
reported that both States were confident that we, would not allow the Frenc 
to reinforce their troops in the Lavant States, and that if we were unable 
prevent such reinforcements, disillasionment might. well excite Nationalis 
Elements in both countries to violence. Intelligent opinion in bot countrios 
Was alive to the fact that His Majesty's Government alone had admitted and 
Advocated a. privileged. position for France; that we, the British, had play 
the leading part in bringing the States to the point of resuming negotiations 
fei the French; tbat we had. hen nable to move the French to give tem 
atisfaction over the transfer of the roupes Spécialer or the effective armament 
fof the gendarmeries: and that. we were not in a position to provent activities 
by the focal French authorities, auch as those in the Alnouite territory, directed 
against the States’ Governments, While the latter and the local populations 
Sul had ‘confidence in us, Inrgely because of the continued presence of the 
Ninth Army, the sands were running oat. |The States bad looked to 
Majesty's Government more than anyone else to induce the French to be reason. 
abla; and if they were now confronted with demands which they had so often 
Said they would not concede to France, «9. for military base, they, real te 
4 we r the’ garden path, On the other. hand, 
Hkely to fee that’ we ad le uem wp the’ garden path, On the aber, han 
jualification, and) their enrolment. in 
ian Francivon, had led the States 


he would bri 
sented to the 
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United States Government, that the despatch of French troops’and warships (0 
the Levant at such a time would inevitably be regarded in the Levant States a 
Provocative and as a threat to bring the States’ Governments to heel in theit 
hegotiations with the French. It seemed, indeed, that if we failed to stop such 
developments, the States’ Governments would he likely to lose all confidence in 
us quite apart from the harm which might rezlt to our own postion in. the 
hole Arab world andthe danger to security inthe Mile East base of operations 

9. The French Government, however, remained unmoved by our a 
tations. In conversation with His Majesty's Ambaseador in Paris on. the 
830th April, General de Gaulle had said he did not understand why the matter 
should concern the Commander-in-Chief, Middle East Fores He recognised 
that there might be trouble in the Middie East, though he considered it would 
gome in Palestine rather than in the Levant States; and he was prepared. to 
discuss with His Majesty's Government the necessary precautions with a View 
to the greatest possible Anglo-French co-operation, But he insisted tbat the 
maintenance of order in the Levant States was a French responsibility under the 

that he could not hand over the 


exception, 
iad-on. the 


it was the policy of Iie At 
in the Levant. He romacte d 
reared to withdraw all our troops 
froa Syria bo would withdenw all his, even Broil he didnot conatder it wold 
10, On the 4th May, His Majesty's Ambassador in Parin gave General 
do Gnulle a personal message from the Prime Minister. regreuing that the 
General appeared to viow the situation in the Le ates in the light of the 


ea 
Malet’, Gover 
invope, fromthe 
States whenever’ a treaty had beeu concluded and. was ‘as opetationbotw 
tha French. Government aid the "Syrian “and "elancee "oveeseeene 
General de Gaulle said he was willing to believe that we had tn 
‘on the Levant; and he hoped we would believe that wan 
to annex Syria or the Lebanon. He was 
themselves, although he doubted. whether th 
a military baso in the Levant. When he asked whether His Majesty's Govern 
ment would support him in imking: such a demi, Mr. Du Cooper replied 
that he was not in a position to give him nny-assuraice cm the mubject he teen 
that the whole question of defence tases gn foreign territory would have tee 
solved by international agreement at a later date General de Gaulle said that 
General Beynet ‘would be leaving shortly. for Beirut and that. he would, be 
empowered to hand over one brigade of the Troupes Spéciates, which was rather 
more than the reinforcements which the French were sending, As regards. 
‘simultaneous withdrawal of British and French troops, General de Gaulle said 
bates faeee tee be epee prin een troops from the Levant if we 
raw all onrs ftom the Middle Fast. a pohey whic ia 
it bier erecr ord us to adopt. Lepe acer pene 
lv ay, General de Gaulle replied to Mr. Chorchill's messay 
to the effect that. France had recognised the independence of the Levant States 
and that French interests there were mainly cultural atid economic. France also 
hind: strategic interests because she wished to have a position in the Eastera 
Mediterranean in these dangerous times and to maintain ber communications with 
> we ones As [oS these ener tow been settled, France was determined 
intervene in the government of the States abd would hand aver to 
the ental of the Trowee Spacer ee ae 
I ¢ 2 xy, by when the news of the French intention 
troops and warships had leaked out in the Levant Staten, I hat Ieee infortead 
that, nothwithstanding our representations and contrary to the exprese request 
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of the Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean, the French cruiser Montcalm, carry- 
$00 men, was being sent to Beirut on General de Gaulle's orders, and that 
His Majesty's Government were not prepared to intercept it at sea nor forcibly 
to prevent the French troops from landing. It was pointed out that the French 
were within their technical rights in sending troops and that it was difficult 
to accept any limitation on the movements and stationing af troops in the Levant 
‘States while the war continued. There was as yet no agreement in this respect 
Between the French and the States’ Governments, and the present events merely 
showed how necessary it was that such agreement should be reached: It would 
be preferable for any advance communication to be made to the Governments 
the French; in any case. I was to avoid creating the impression, that the 
french troops were arriving with the previous consent of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment. The French authorities, in fact, informed the States’ Governments in 
‘Advance at our instance; and although it was made clear to the local Governments 
that the arrival of these troops waa in the nature of a relief, they were gravely 
concerned and apprehensive lest reinforcements should follow 
13. On the 8th May the Lebanese Delegation at San Francisco raised the 
matter. with Mr. Eden, who counselled patience and caution pending General 
Beynet's return with the French proposals for a settlement. The Lebanese stated 
that M. Bidault had said that the French would withdraw their troops from the 
‘Levant as soon as the British withdrew theirs. Mr. Eden replied that His Majesty's: 
Government had already made proposals to tbe French Government for the: with 
denwal of British troope, which would be removed at once if the Levant States 
hanese Government received from their delegation at San 
time a telegram stating that M. Bidault had given all 
assurances that France was ready to. transfer tho Iroupes Spéciales 
to the States’ Governments immediately and to withdraw her troops at the same 
‘time as all other troops of foreign Powers which had recognised the independence 
and sovereignty of te States. This statement of French intentions was very 
are from that made ty Genera de Gaal to ie Majetys Ambawador in 
Parix 
14. The Montoalm arrived at Beirat on the 7th May and disembarked one 
battalion of Seneyalese troops.” She sailed again two days later with the battalion 
which had teen relieved. ‘he reakiaation that French troops could arrive bad a 
Profound local effect. ‘The majority of the population could not believe that 
Troops could come against our wishes, and suspicions that we were doing a deal 
with the French at the expense of the Levant States, and would let the latter 
down, as they claimed we had done in 1920, were freely expressed in many quarters, 
‘The immediate reaction of the two Governments was to send in notes, in similar 
‘but not identical terms, to the French, ourselves, the Americans and the Russians, 
stating that in their view the end of the war made it desirable that the presence 
and movement of Allied troops on their soil should be regulated in necordanice 
‘with International usage and requesting that in future auch treops should tot 
te brought in withont the previous consent of the Government concerned. 
15. Tactless French ebullitions of feeling during the V.E.-day celebrations 
‘on the Sth May appreciably raised the temperature in all towns, eapecially Beirut, 
Hore, unfortunately, aboat 200 soldiers of the 16th Palestine Arab Battalion were 
‘induced by local Moslems to join in Arab Nationalist demostrations, in the course 
of which a portrait of the ex-Mufti was paraded through the streets, and, because 
ft stone thrown at it was thought to have come from a French convent, the convent 
was damaged and many French decorations in various ‘of the town wore 
willed down. The battalion in question was immediately withdrawn from the 
Eavant ‘States; but the Freveh, both here and in Paris, made the most of the 
incident, and even went to the ae of stating publicly that these soldiers were 
sible for the whole state of tension in the Levant States. In fact, the 
Palestinians hardly contributed to it and their participation ‘was almost imme. 
diately forgotten by the population, which on the other hand remembered 
vividly the exaggerated displays of tricolors, the parades of lorries filled with 
French employees shouting, "The country is yours, de Gaulle.” and similar 
extravagances, Although actaal clashes were not serious in either country, it 
ras clear by the 12th May that the comparative détente between the French and 
the States was at an end. In a telegram sent from Beirut, after a visit to 
Damascus Sir E. Grigg drew altention to the gravity of the situation in the 
Levant States. 
16. On ths 12th May General Beynet at lenigth retarned from Paris. In 
first official contacts with the Syrian and Lelanese Ministers, it was made clear 
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‘him that they would be prepared to negotiate if, and only if, further Fresich 
troops did not arrive. It was, however, already: being rumoured in Syria that 
this would in fact occur; and demonstrations with a strong anti-French flavour 
began in the principal Syrian towns from the 13th May onward. I and my staff 
continued to urge the States’ Governments not to break relations, but to consider 
General Beynet's proposals, when he presented them, in a reasonable spirit. 

17. On the 17th cae the Jeanne d'Arc arrived with about 600 more troops 
on board, and on the 18th May General Beyiiet aict the two Foreign Ministers 
together in Damascus. In answet to reproaches about the arrival of reinforce 
ments, General Beynet attempted to take the line, which the French Government 
abo adopted, that we had recently sent a British division into the Lebanon. ‘The 
‘Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs stated categorically that no division had 
come in since the presentation of the Lebanese Government's note asking for 
Previous consultation in such cases. 
ee Genera Bonet ‘hen gave the Foreign Ministers identical notes con- 

ining an outline of the French Government's proposals. ‘These notes, after 
recounting the Frevch initiative in granting independence to the States stated 
that France wished to Preserve her legitimate interestn, which were of three 
sorts, cultural, economic and strategic. It was proposed that the cultural interests 
should be safeguarded by a University ‘Conve jon; the economic interests by 
agreements on the lines of usual international procedure; and the strategic 
interests by bases which would guarantee the lines of communication between 
France and her Far Eastern ions. When agreement had been reached on 
{these three points, the French Government were prepared to hand over the Troupes 

‘Spéciales, with the reserve that they should remain under French military com 
mand 60 long. as circumstances did not allow the full exercise of a national 
command, The notes contained no reference to the immediate transfer of a 
brigade of 2’roupes Spéciales, which had been General de Gaulle's pretext for the 
Aespata of retoreents, 

19, Little discussion on the French notes seems to have taken place at the 
meoting, but after it the two Governments concerted action and on ithe 19th May 

resented notes to the four Powers atating that, in their opinion, the despatch of 
furthor French troops to the Levant after the presentation of the States’ notes 
and after the end of the war in Europe ituted an infringement of their 
sovercignty; and that the French notes contained proposals which were incom- 
‘with their independence ‘The States were not prepared to negotiate under 
i force a i dn renewing their protests threw the responsibility for 
‘occur on the Fronch Government. A joint communiqué in the same 

Senses edo the 2 Na, . Sen 

From onwards the Levant States’ dispute with the Fi cat 

into the international field, Ibn Saud and the Tatcerecaans Td ‘already 
issued strong protests agninat the despatch of French reinforcements, and the 

Seoretary. General of the Arab League made two strongly worded pronouncements 

oo wins. ie oe Cre - Delegations at San Francisco gave a 

‘conference which was widely public 1 ati 

hat five way ly publicised, and the French Delegation made a 
news of arrival of the reinforcements and of the contents of 

the French notes, when they became known, caused general indignation, and t 

‘was suspected that. General Beynet had purposely postponed his return in order 

that the reinforcements should accompany his proposals. ‘The French failure to 

make any concession over the Tropes Spéciales was particularly resented. The 

Syrian towns at once closed in sign of protest. ‘The first serious riot took 

‘on the 20th May at Aleppo, where demonstrators, after stoning French posts and 

Peo Siena 4 French officer, a N.C.O,, and a soldier; the French then 

used armoured vebicles to clear the streets and several civilians were wounded 

Tn Damascus on the following days a number of attacks were made on individual 

Frenchmen, and a series of large demonstrations, well controfled by the 

gendarmerie, strained the resources of the latter to the utmost. tf 

22. . The Commander-in-Chief, Middle East Forves, visited the Levant States 

‘at this time. He and I had received instructions to explain to the local Govern. 

‘ments that the function of British troops in the event of disorders would be to 

tens local British war interests as wala lives and General Sir B. 

ee the litional arms for 

ing, but the French, to whom this 
‘on the grounds that the arms 
‘used agai ti ies continued to arge the States’ 
ments in the strongest possible terms to preserve calm, and. inter alia. to averd 





151 


accepting deserters from the Troupes Spéciales who wete already coming ver to 
the Byrign Government in increasing numbers. In response to our tepresenta- 
tions the Syrian Goverument sent back to the Djebel Druze a whole formation 
Which had so deserted. General Beynict, and the French authorities generally, 
It first adopted an attitude of extraordinary noncbalance towards the situation 
fand appear to think that it would blow over. As late as the 19th May, the 
feral on whom I had endeavoured to impress the gravi h 

feclined to admit that it was worse than it had beew in January 
‘He remarked that if disorders occurred, a few shots in the ait were generally 

th to send the crowds packing. I meationed the reactions in Egypt, of 
which I myself had been a witness, to events in the Lebanon it November 1943; 
General Boynet rejected any comparison between conditions then and now and 
denied the soft itipeachment that any coup like that of 1943 was under con. 
templation. When the commander-in-cbief and 1 saw him on the 2tst May, and 

ce earnestly of the danger to the whole Middle East of disturbances: in the 
Peas States he appeared to le more conoerned; he aaid the Trouper Spiciates 
aera Stl ralablge and while he mentioned the possibility of "performing a 
sere et sreration he went on to-say it would serve no useful parpose, When 
it gas suggested Uo hitr that the arrival of French troops when he was returning 
with proposals to put to the States’ Governments Was inopportune, he took the 
Tine that'the Government would have rejected his proposals anyway. He even 
Femarked that he had tot hurried back because he was sure of this—n dis- 
‘appointing statement, to may the least, afterall br efforts to bring the two parties 
tagethor = By this time the French bad begun to take military preparations for 
‘the defence of their installations and colonies in Syria, many of which measures 
Appeared. to the Syrian Government to he unnecessarily provocative in form, 
he Hetish military authorities and T contivived to urge the French to avoid 
cxcouive measures 

23. In the Lebanon, where the Government had better control over the 
situntion, there was complete three days’ xtrike of protest, from the 19th May 
seers tay, but no ferlous disorders, The Syrian Government, wt this 
Joncture. appeared uncertain how to act; there was obviously a lange body 
aT opittion pressing thean to have w showdlown with the French there and then, 
before farther reinforcements arrived, and they appeared to have begun to take 


soundings amongst the tribes and Dives and with neighbouring, Arah Govern. 


ments, with a view £0 ascortaining how much support they could command for 
this purpose, but, whatever the results of these enquiries, events outean them, 
In the meantime, the general strike continued throughout Syria and Damascux 
Jooked like a city in a stato of sige, with frequent incidents daring the day 
nd intermittent Ging all nigh 4 . 

2M. Meanwhile, Hin Majesty's Government were ini touch with the United 
States Goverament, who were also concerned at developments in the Levant, with 
a view to Gnding means of averting a dangerous explosion. “The two overnite 

that a farther approach to General de Gaulle Was necessary, but the United 
States Government favoured the presentation of diplomatic notes while His 
Majesty's Government felt that results would otly be achieved by a meeting, 
‘On the 26th May His Majesty's Ambassador in Paris saw General de Gaulle, who 
showed great ifritation at the suggestion that the Americans should take: part 
in the discussions; he said that they were not concerned and that. he would never 
consent to France being put in the dock by the United States and Great B 
He would bs prepared to discuss the whole Arab question, including Palestine— 
the source of all trouble—and Egypt, with us and the Americans, but not the 
Levant alone. All Mr. Duff Cooper's counter-arguments fell on stony ground. 
‘The ambassador later saw M. Bidault who spoke of resigning if he failed to make 
any impression on General de Gaulle. He remarked that General Beynet had not 
carried out the instructions which he, M. Bidanlt, had given him; he had no 
doubt received different instructions later from General de Gaulle. 

‘25. Forceful representations were also made to the French Embassy in 
London regarding provocative measures on the part of the French in the Levant 
States, such as girs Ind on the town, aircraft fying low over mongues during 
the hour of prayer, and a reported threat by General Monclar to shell Aleppo 
if his column evacuating the citadel were fired on. The French were urged. in 

cular to send no further reinforcements to the Levant States. (If that had 
Eippened T have no doubt. that the Lebanon, as well as Syria, would have 
exploded 
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26. At this. time I was closely questioned by the States’ Government. as 
o the attitude of His Majesty's Government in the event of the French attempting 
to coerce them. I replied hy citing Mr. Churchill's statement that it was not 
for Great Britain alone to defend by force either the independence of the States 
or the French privilege 

27. On the 27th May such serious disturbances broke out in Home and 
Hama that: the Syrian Government told the United States Minister and 
Ar, Young, whom Thad sent to Damascus, that they could no longer be responsible 
for internal security since events had overiaken them, About this time the Syria: 
Government showed Mx, Young the text of what they alleged wae 4 draft 
proclamation by General Oliva Roget, the French Delegate in Datnascus, referri 

{o the imminence of * Ia grande bagarre and indicating his intention to proceed 
With aggressive measures for cowing the Syrians. The French Deputy. Delegate 
at Damascus subsequently admitted privately that this proclamation “was 
authentic, but said be had burnt it, The Syrians. posted upon the walls of 
Damascus ou the 2th May, with abusive comment, what they alleged was the toxt 
of another and even more threatening proclamation hy General Oliva, Roget 

25 On the 28th May I went to Damascus to relieve Mr. Young. The car 
jn which my wife and Captain Stokes, my personal assistant, came over later 
in the day was hooted by Senegalese troops in ane of the barracks on the mat 

eading into, the city—no doubt because, like other British military 
cartied the Union Jack painted on the body. On my arrival in 
1 called on my United States colleague (who was about to return to 

Beirut) Wo diseuss the situation and also on the Syrian Acting Prime Minister 
Jamil Bey Mardam took me at once to see the President, wi 
n consequence of an internal hemorrhage 
as he had been a year before, by a Brith 
Minister wore calmer than T had expected: 
all he could to carry out the advice 
graph 14 to 17 of Foreign Otlco 
Hiogotinte with the Krench 
tho French demand for mil 
that the Syriann must try 
boing strained to tho utmost, 

‘The 29th May was a day of unnata 

‘after 7 p.m., when heavy firing broke out in 
after hy French shelling. Tho log 
the centre of the 

gardens in the ne 

take cover. The 


eye. 


the ars 


epation’s premises 
lery had fired on 

Roget, in Mr. Young's 
to do as little damage as 


‘HT shall not attempt to describe in full the of 
ven in Damascus tse A detailed acct of then fs renga eh 
report by’ Mr. Acting Consul Evans enclosed in my despatch No. 105 of ihe 


153. 


20th June. A further report on the subject, by the station manager of the 
BO.AC. in Damawus, was forwarded in my despatch No, 123 of the 2nd July. 
Eyents in Hama, where casualties. from Frengh bomb ig were heayy, were 
descrited in the interesting report by Major Dearden enclosed in my despatch 
No, 119 of the 26th June; and those mn other parts of Syria (notably. the heavy 
bombing of Deir-ez-Zor and, in contrast, the rapid atid altmost bloodless liquida- 
tion of the French garrisons in the whole of southern, Syria by the local 
inhabitants), haye been covered in a number of telegrams, weekly summaries, 
In this despatch T will confine myself in the main to reporting what [ and those 
who were with me in His Majesty's Legation at Damascus, including Colonel 
Farlonge, saw, beard and did, with such conclusions as think may be fairly 
awn. 

32. The Syrian Chamber of Deputies had been summoned to meet on, the 
evening of the 29th May. In fact, there was no quorum because 
Deputies were absent from Damascus. Just before the firing beg 
Prime Minister had convened a number of Deputies and notables to t 
the centre of the city) in order to read to them the following, message from 
Mr. Chorchill (which { had communicated ‘on instructions) and to urge 
them to abstain from provocative action of any kind :— 

“ T have received your Excellency’s telegram of the 28rd May regarding 
the situation in Syria and asking for my intervention. ust 

“"T have heard with much regret of the breakdown of negotiations 
between the Syrian Government and the French Goverument. For reasons 
which L explained personally to his Excellency the Prosident of Syria at our 
meeting in Cairo, we are anxious to s¢¢ a settlement: of tho ontatandiny 
questions between the Syrian, Lebanese and Freuch Governments which wi 
he satisfactory to all parties and which will take full account of your 
independence. , 

** You may rest assured that we shall give careful attontion to this new 
development. We are already in consultation with the United States Govern: 
tment and in constant contact with the French Government. For the motnent 
T cannot ay tore than this, but I must definitely ark that both siden will 
work to relieve the present tension until wider issuen can be considered. T 
cannot see that anything has happened which could possibly juatity hostilities 
or ‘such as you refer to and, indeed, itis the duty of Syria, ns one of 
the United Nations, to refrain from precipitating any situation which would 
almost certainty impede the war with Japan. 

“"T have been very sorry to learn of the illness of Shukri Kuwatli Bey 


Please convey to his Excellency my personal good wishes and hopes for ain 

early recovery.” 

Soon after the firing started Jamil Bey Mardam telephoned to me as 
follows 


“ Just_at the moment when I received Me. Churchill's mosage 1 
summoned Depaties and notables of Damascus to tell them to do nothing to 
upset calm and order in the country. Now we have French ages 
every side. I have given strict orders to the gondarmerie on no, nce 
fire on the French.” 
Ou a subsequent visit to Damascus the Saudi Arabian Minister, who was present 
in the Serail on this oxasion, tld me that he had hoard Jamil Bey Marden give 
this order. 

34._Tt may be recorded here that no evidence has reached me from British 
‘or American eye-witnestes of the outbreak in Damascus—and there were many 
cirenlating at the time in various parts of the city—to support. the French 
contention that a concerted attack was made by the Syrians on their installations. 
The French buildings, including those adjacent to the Parliament House, which 
the French alleged was one of the focal points of Syrian aggression, have been 
carefully examined, both inside and out, amongst others, by Mz. Donald Mallett 
of His Majesty's Embassy in Paris, who inspected them in the company of 
General Gross (who had succeeded General Oliva Roget) at. General Beynets 
‘siggestion. They show scarcely a trace of bullet marks: while the Parliament 
House itself was heavily mortared and machine gunned at point-blank range 
‘on the evening of the 20th May by French troops who occupied it during the night, 
slew most of the Syrian gendarmes protecting it and then proceeded to loot and 
break up the offices and the Chamber itse ‘orgy of wanton destruction. 
Photographs of this, taken by the Ame ‘Wir Information, have been 
sent to your department 



























































34. As explained in my teleigram No S44 of the 15th June, there’ was a0. 
foundation for General Beynet’s contention that a concerted attack was made 
on French installations in other parts of Syria at the same time as the 

attack in Damascus. It is worth noting, too, that neither General Beynet OF 
General Humblot, the French territorial commander in the Levant, visited 
Damascus during what tas been called the three days’ reign of terror tom the 
20th May to the ist May. It would seem that General Oliva Roget, who has 
spent a large part of his career in Syria and was thoroughly imbued with the 
mandatory mentality, was given a free hand and that the troops under his 
command did much as they pleased. It is noteworthy that, despite General 
Reynet’s order to him not to shell Damascus daring the night of the 20U 
the centre of the city was again bombarded, as I myself saw and reported 
midnight. 

85. “On the morning of the 30th May Fretich aircraft flew over the city and 
during this and the next day bombs were dropped on the citadel, which contained 
the headquarters of the gendarmerie and tlso a civil prison. A considerable 
number of the prisoners serving sentence there, including a British Indian subject, 
were killed or wounded. 

36, The Syrian President, having sent for me carly on the 30th May, 1 
Fopaired to his house, where he was still in bed. in one of the armoured cars which 
the British military authorities had kindly placed at my disposal to gaard His 
Majesty's Legation and enable me and my staff to move about the city. 

‘crowd jathered outside the house, cheered the arrival of the ear. The 
said he war nnable to get into touch with the Syrian Government, who were all 
Logether in a house somewhere in the ety. What was he to do if they resigned f 
vat was he to Lell hix people, who were asking why the British army sat by ax 

pectators in face of this monstrous attempt by the French to force themselves 
again on Syriat How could we expect Syria to conclude treaties or give military 
bases to people who behaved like this!’ Where was the Commander in-C! 
MEE, who waa responsible for security in the Middle East! Had Fran 
inane to act an she wae doing, in a country recived ns sovereign and 
independent by s0 many Powers! Wax General de Gaulle to be allowed to wreak 
his will uncurhed! And wo forth. T could but tell his Excellency that T had 
reperted onently to His Majesty's Government on the sitoation and that T was 
flu to be in Dainaacus. av I could give them first-haod accounta, The President 

wing asked whether I could arrange for the United States Chargé d’Afiaires 
to Visit him, sent an armoured ear to bring Mr. Satterthwaite to his Excell 
hhoue and later to His Majesty's Legation to discuss matters 

he Syrian Government succeed 

way (0 the President's house and Tor Co 
there on each of the 


e the buildings on which heavy French fire was directed was the 
Orient Palace Hotel, the leading one in the city. I have never fathomed why this 
Was done. It is true that Saadallah Jabri, the President of the Chamber of 
Deputice and a strong Nationalist, was living in the hotel; bat, according to our 
information, there were only eight gendarmes there and T have been told, ea good 
evidence, that Saadallah himself told them not to fire and arranged for them to 
leave the hotel in civilian clothes, Also resident in the hotel at the time were a 
number of diplomatic and other ificials (one of whose bealroomse at least was 
Fiddled with ballets), and the Patriarch of Rassia, and his suite. My Soviet 
colleague gaye me a graphic description of the ‘difficulties and datigers he 
encountered in removing his compatriots to Beirut, owing to the wild fre tw 
which the French were indulging. He telephoned to General Oliva Roget to 
ask him to cease fire while he was evacuating the Russians; the general Aered 
him a Fretich escort, which he declined. M: Solod felt he could ‘not refuse the 
request of Saadallah Jahri, who was due to go to Cairo for n meeting of the Arab 
Teague, to take him as far as Beirut. One of the many barsts of French fre on 
the ‘Orient Palace Hotel resulted in the death of a British offer, Majer 
Scott Nichoton, Ho was oa is wey to take cover in the basement. ‘The botel 
was eventually occupied by French troops and many of the guests 

Fife there to uncomfortable to remain, failed to Bnd thelr belonging on shee 
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30. On the Sith May Count de la Garde, the French, deputy-delegste 
telephoned to complain that a British soldier was firing from the roof of His 
Majesty's Consulate. Tovestigation showed that the culprit had been French 
S e soldier, moving from roof to roof, and Comt de la Garde apologise 
‘Another British subject, Aire Gray ofthe Chir Army was kill in the Church 

y house near His Majesty's Consula 
ae "in the afternoon of the S0th May an armistice was arranged between 
the British and French military authorities for the evacuation from Damascus 
of British and American civilians. During the armistice the British Area 
Commander saw a French armoured car firing with machine guns. In reply to 
his enquiry the French cificer in charge said he knew of the arinistice but be had 
seen some Syrians and thought he would have a shot at them. This was by n0 
eans the only breach of the armistice reported; and it was clear from the manner 
in which French troops had been driving about the streets firing indiscriminately 
at vehicles (including British), houses and people, that they were quite out of 
band. I saw the Syrian President again at his request during the afternoon; the 
Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Education were with him; and it was 
obvious that they were becoming unnerved. On this occasion there were the first 
signs of something like animosity on the part of the Ministers (for which the 
President sent me an apology on the following morning by Colonel Furlonge 
whom I had sent to see him). The President implored me to urge again on His 
Majesty's Government the need of British intervention and next day he sent me 
's personal appeal to Mr. Charehill, 

41. After the armistice the centre of the city was subjected to the Heaviest 
shell fire yet experienced: and the noise of firing by all arms continued durin 
the night. At one time the rattle of machine-guns was so intense that a Britis 
‘officer who was spending the night in His Majesty's Legation aud who had been 
at Anzio, said it exceeded anything he had heard there. We thought at least that 
the Syrian tribesmen. must have come to town and that a concerted attack wax 
being’ made on the French barracks whence this intense fire appeared lo be coming. 
But no such reason—nor indeed any other apart from nerves or deliberate 
terrorisation—was ever discovered for this episode, ‘Two large fires were burning, 
during the night in the centre of the city—one of these, we learned later, was 
British Red Cross train in the railway station; the other a block of buildings 


Of which an ancient, ifpinor, mosque formed pat 
the 


42. Atdawn on the Stst May Colonel Furlonge toured tho city and found 
the few people about in a state of abject terror, The British armoured ear in 
which be travelled was still cheered at times, but as the day went on the mood 
Of the population, who could not understand why the British army did not 
intervene, became uglier. ‘The United States Chargé 'Affaires reported that 
fan American school had been hit by French shelling and that starvation 
Was setting in in the heavily-shelled quarters of the city. (This snight, 
indeed, have been the case everywhere had not a British officer, Major Dai Jones 
of the’ O.C-P., visited all the bakerien be could reach during t 
suoxeeded in inducing them to hake so that the popalation could at least have 
bread. For this action he has since been officially thanked by the Syrian Govern 
ment,) The head of one quarter had told him that the Freneh had tiot allowed 
the Syrians to extinguish one of the ies cansed during the aight; and the Syrian 
Director of Public Health reported that Red Crescent ambulances had frequently 
teen fired on by the French (a, Syrian Government driver was killed in one of 
them, a photograph of which, riddled with bullets, has since been publidhed), and 
that the latter had also posted machine-guns round hie hospital near the British 
Consulate. Lange numbers of wounded were lying in streets where the ambulances 
coald not operate. The British Victoria Hospital, which did excellent: work 
throughout this period under Dr. Thomas, was filled to overflowing with wounded 
and was beginning to run short of linen and other necessities ‘The British 
nilitary medical authorities lent invaluable assistance in furnishing supplies 
and collecting wounded. During the afternoon my wife visited feria and 
British hospitals in an armoured car, We received a welcome visit from Major- 
General Pilleau, commanding 9h Army, who, with his stall, were in close touch 
with me throughout the proceedings and to whom I wish here to record tny 
gratitude for all their help. 2 

43. The French had ceased shelling Damascus after the morning of the 
Sist May, but firing of other kinds continned in the city during the day. In the 
afternoon a second armistice was arranged for the evacuation of some remaining 
British and American civilians and for collection of wounded. 

44. myself made a tour of the city during the armistice and saw Senegalese 
and Troupes Spéciates loting shops. The Syrian Government had by that time 
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sent most of their remaining gendarmes out of Damascus because they were being: 
fired on at sight by the French. . The Government assured me that they had taken 
this step because they were anxious faithfully to observe their promises to me £0 
avoid provocation from their side 

45, At 6 p.m, we heard on the wireless the news of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment’s decision to intervene. About the same hour I received a telegram from 
Mr. Eden reporting the meeting of the Cabinet on the evening of the 0th May 
{when it was decided to send a messige from the Prime Minister to President 
Truman), the conversations which the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs had had with the French Ambassador in London after the 
Cabinet meeting (when M. Massigli was given clearly to understand that the 
Comimander-in-chief, Middle East Force, would be receiving instructions. to 
intervene in the immediate futnre), and the Cabinet's decision on the Sst May 
to despatch a message from the Prime Minister to General de Gaulle and to send 
instructions 10 General Paget to intervene, without waiting for. President 
Truman's reply, The President, in fact, telegraphed his approval and support 
of tha propose order to General Pago the morning of the Sst May 

46, The message to General de Gaulle was as follows — 


“Tn view of grave situation which has arisen between your troops and 
Levant States and, severe fighting which bas broken, oat we have, with 
profound regret, ordered the Commander-in-chief, Middle Rast, to intervene 
to prevent the further effusion of blood in interests of security of whole 

idle East, which involves communication for war against Japan. Tn order 
to avoid collision between British and French forces ‘we request you 
immediately to order the French troops to cease fire and to withdraw to theit 
‘barracks “Once firing has ceased, and order has been restored, we shall be 
prepared to begin tripartite discussions in London." 


Tt was received by His Majesty's Ambastador in Paris at 14:50 boars on 
the 31M May; and ax General de Gaulle was not immediately available, it was 
delivered without delay to M. Palewski for communication to the General, A 
copy was also given to M. Chauvel, who had already heard from M. Massigli of 
the statement made by Mr. Een in the House of Commons ‘The news of British 
intervention spread fike wildfire in Damascus, and Colonel Forlonge, whom 
sent to the President to inform him of His Majesty's Government's decision, was 
loudly applanded ty the few people who had ventured into the streets A sense 

if roliol was a once apparent amongst the British ofcers and men with whom 

1 was in contact, who had been appalled by what they had witnessed in Damascus 
in the Inst two days and nights. ‘The President and Acting Prime Minister lost 
no time in telegraphing their gratitade to His Majesty’s Government. 

47, When, om the evening of the 81st May, the General Officer Commandin 
{th Army communicated to the French territorial commander the decision of 
His Majesty's Government to intervene, General Humblot stated that he had 
tecei ved orders from Paris not to oppose the decisions of the Commander-in-chief, 
Middle ast Forces. According to the printed version of General de Gaulle’ 
"public declarations’* in Paris on the od June, circulated by the French 
authorities here, the General stated that the order to cease fire was given on the 
30th May at 11'p.m. and was pat into effect on the 31st May, He repeated this 
statement in reply to a subsequent question by a newspaper correspondent, who 
remarked that, according to « communiqué issued on the Ist June, the order to 
‘coaso fire had been given not on the 30th bat on the Sixt May. The correspondent 
‘observed that it was regrettable that the order had not been made known earlier, 
Whenever the order was issued, it is certain that the French military authorities 
here had made no mention of it to the British authorities before Major-General 
Pilleau made the above communication to General Humblot; and it is no Tess 
certain that while, aa stated above, the sbelling of Damascus ceased after the 
‘morning of the 31st May, the firing which continued throughout that day in the 
‘city was severe enough to necessitate a second armistice the afternoon, 
‘When General Roget, in Damascus, was informed by the British Area 
Commander on the evening of the 31st’ May of the instructions given to 
General Sir Bernard Paget, he at first took the line that he woold never obey the 
orders of a British officer and he launched into a violent tirade against the Syrians 
and ourselves. After reference to General Beynet (not to Geveral Humblot, 
‘whom his relations had for long been said to be strained), he aceepted the posi 

48. One of the first orders issued to General Oliva Roget by the British 
military authorities was one to: stop looting by French troops. Such looting, 
nevertheless, continued during the morning of the Ist June, and only ceased after 
Britisb armour had been able to reach Datiaseus during the afternoon in saflicient 
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strength to restore onder effectively. Amongst the objects removed by the French 
from Syrian Government offices were the seals from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and a safe from the Chamber of Deputies, which was eventually traced 
to General Oliva ‘s house. The Freuch said it had been removed thither 
for safe custody. Unsuccessful attempts had been made to open it, | General 
Oliva Roget subsequently declared that order had been restored on the 3st May. 
In this connexion I would cite the following paragraph from Mr. Acting 
Evans's report :— 

“There is no dotibt that the Rivage attack Which the French launched 
had the effect of completely demoralising the city. The bombardment of the 
Citadel effectively pot the gendarmerie out of action, and it is reported that 
word was passed to the quarter leaders that, in the event of « hostile rising, 
the quarter concerned would be obliterated. These measures were certainly 
successful in the sense that there was no fhass rising of the population and 
the quarter of Souq Sarouja capitulated. This was presumably what General 

ynet meant when he-said that he hadi the situation in hand, although at 

‘no time could the French have made their appearance tn. any part of the town 

except with armed strength, There are, however, indications that General 

Oliva Roget's statement in Paris that there were negotiations for the 

surrender of the city on the Ist May was not completely without 

foundation.”* 

49._ In the cirvumstances it was hardly surprising that Syrians retorted hy 
looting French establishments as soon as they felt able to do vo. For the next 
few days our efforts were constantly directed to preyenting a population, whose 
‘main idea was that of revenge, fro retaliating against the French, uot only in 
Damascus but in all Syrian towns which had been the scene. of conflict: | "The 
Syrian Government co-operated well. with ux 40 far ax their means allowed 
‘Thus, on the morning of the Ist June, before the arrival of our armour, when 
large’ demonstration began to form tn the Souqs and, threatened. trouble, the 
‘Acting Prime Minister, in response to a request from Colonel Furlonge, at once 
Seat the Minister of the Interior tothe spot, with the result thatthe demonatrators 
were dispersed. to their homes. But a French officer and two Senegalese, who 
Yentured into the streets on the 2nd June, were murdered by tho crowd with a 
promptitude which demonstrated the temper of the population, 

"Ah "And go we were faced with the situation which we bad striven ever 
since January to avoid, It was clearly one which called not only. for fi 
tactful handling; not only French property but the life of every French cit 
in Syria was in danger; and means had to be found to ensure their safety while 
making every endeavour to avoid humiliating our Allies. The.‘ mixture of 
falsehoods half truths, suppressions of inconvenient facts a 
against, Britain to quote His Majesty's Ambassnd 
General de Gaulle and other French ties immed 


ly. 
helpful to these on the spot. But the principal danger whi rf 
ae eee inreeen British and Erench troote—was mucieeatully avoided, not only 


thanks to the admirable behaviour of th ‘troops but also to the manner 
in which General Beynet interpreted the instructions he had received from Paris 
to pat no difficulties in the way of the Commander-in-chief, Middle East, Forces, 
‘SL. On the Ist June I went to Beirut to meet General Sir Bernard Paget, 
‘The Commander-in-chief was escorted by a squadron of Spitfires and 
HLM. destroyers Musketeer and Exmoor arrived at Beirut on the same day, 
Vice-Admiral Tennant arrived in HAMS. Arethusa on the following morn 
General Paget and 1 called on the “Lebanese President and Government in the 
Serail, outaide which a large and enthusiastic crowd had. gathered, and also on 
General Beynet, who was informed of the measures which the Commander-in-chief 
considered necessary to give effect to his instructions to restore order. General 
Beynet himself reported to Paris that the interview had been friendly, but the 
French Minister for Foreign Affairs exy indignation at the terms of what 
he called General Paget's" proclamation,”” Tn fact, no proclamation was issued 
by the commander-in-chief; and M. Bidanit’s complaints were based on 
misunderstanding of the nature and of the terms of a written communication 
handed to General Beynet, to which no publicity vas given either then or later. 
62. General Paget and I then proceeded to Damasous where we saw the 
Syrian President—still in bed—and the Acting Prime Minister, The President 
of the Syrian Chamber of Deputies and the Lebanese Prime Minister were also 
resent.” The Syrians expressed their profound gratitude and assured General 
raget that they would give him all assistance in his task. He had only to tell 
them what he wished them todo. They at-once agreed to impose a curfew during 






























































158 


the hours’ of darkness for as long as necessary. (M: Bidault complained to 
Mr. Duff Cooper that a curfew was being imposed on the French alone, whereas 
it im fact applied to all the inhabitants of Damascus.) General Paget waa 
received everywhere in Damascus by cheering crowds; but on the following day 
T reported that there was no such enthusiasm: the Syrians were licking theit 
‘wourids and Damascus was in a dangerous mood (as exemplified by the murders 
of Frenchmen referred to in paragraph 48 above); the life of any Frenchman 
‘was not likely to be worth a moment's purchase for some time to come; and. an} 
prospect. of France's obtaining any sort of special position in Syria hy 
Srrevocahy vaniabed. ‘e 

‘9, Subsequent developments mast be reported in a further despatel 
will only say here that our first efforts had to be directed to explaining to the 
Syrians that we had not intervened, as they hoped, in order to throw the French 
‘out of the Levant States. The first essential was to prevent, in so far as possible, 
the lows of further French lives in Syria, where, unfortuately, all too many 
Frenchmen seemed oblivions of their peril, General Beynet had assured. the 
comimaniler-in-chief and te that the Méharistes squadrons of the Troupes Spicialer 
were reliable. Bat the words were scarcely out of his mouth before one of these 
squadrons mutinied and murdered most of thetr French officers and non 
‘ommissioned officers. For that we were in no way to blame. The rapid deplo 
ment of British troops was effective in preventing similar catastrophes in the 
remaining squadrons; but there were unfortanately occasions on which French 
clficors, who disregarded the instructions issued for their safety, were killed. 
‘The second essential was to preveot trouble ia the Lebanon, In’ this we have 
so far beet: successful. But so long as French troops remain in either country 
‘und 10 long as the local French anthorities continue to play opon the Christian 
‘elements in both countries and to maintain the remnants and the trappings of the 
mandatory régime—ns they are doing—there will be a constant danger to security 
and to the eventual stability of these two small bat complex countries. 

54. Under the Lyttelton-de Gaulle agreement conclided om the 23rd Jul 
1041-0 few days after the final oecupation of the Levant States by the British 
and Free French fotces, to which the Pree French were in a position to contribute 
‘wut the small fraction of one brigade—the French territorial commander assumed 
responsibility for internal security in the States. The agreement, which 
recognised the overall responsibility of the Commander-in-Chief, M.E.F., for 
security in the Middle East, was designed to consolidate Allied military control 
‘over an area which was part of the zone of operations against on enemies. ‘The 
States’ Governments, who had no say in the agreement, have not only nover 
‘ceapted it, but have increasingly resented the powers which it accorded to the 
French and which, they maintain, the French used to restore and preserve their 
former position in the Levant despite their recognition of the States’ independence 
in 1941, The Frenich tind linked with that recognition the conclusion of a treaty 
with the States; but in 1961 and for a long: time afterwards circumstances 
Prevented the negotiation of such a treaty—the war continued and there was 
‘no French authority with whom a treaty could well be signed. In 1987 and 
thereafter, the French had themselves declined to ratify a treaty which the States 
hhad aceepted in 1986; the golden opportimity was thus lost; by 1941, French 
pretige and power were at 1 very low ebb: the whole French postion fn the 

evant had been grievously shaken by the submission of the Vichy authorities to 
the Axis Powers; aud nationalist sentiment in the States had greatly increased, 
In the circumstances, the French could scarcely hope to secure a treaty of indeed 
any privileges in the States unless they made progressive concessions to national 
aspirations; but they resisted constant pressure by His Majesty's Government to 
doo. Persistence in this attitude was bound to lead, sooner or later, to a clash; 
vind it duly came in the Lebanon in November 1943, when the French authorities 
arrested the President and Government, with the result that we were compelled 
to intervene with the threat to proclaim ‘British martial lave in order to maintain 
security. The French then made considerable concessions to the States, but after 
‘some sie months of conciliation, troubled mainly by the question of the tranafer 
of the Trowpes Spéciales, their attitude proceeded to harden. 

35. French action in Syria in. 1945 was to all intents and a 
repetition of their action inthe Lebanon in November 1048, tougher methods being 
employed on the harder Syrian nut; and as its repercussions in the rest of the 
‘Arab world were amore serious anda more inumediate tenace to security in the 
Allied base in the Middle East than those with which we had been faced in 1943, 
we were again compelled to intervene, this time more directly. The French 
apparently saw no possibility of reaching a settlement with the present Govern- 
ments in Syria which would give them satisfaction; and they realised that any 
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other Government acceptable to the Chamber of Deputies would only he more 
xtreme." General Beybet's argument chat the despatch of cruisers and troops ot 
the same time as his return from Paris with the French Government's proposals 
was merely a pretext for the States to break off negotiations, ignores the fact that 
the proposals themselves were inacceptable, not only because of the demand for 
military bases but because no concession was made in respect of the transfer o 
the Troupes Spéciales which everyone knew to be of primary concern to the States. 
the Tropes Spits wich every kaey 6 2UPnet teehee 
that the Syrians were about to rise against the French, but be has never given 
me chapter and verse. _ While itis true that in the days preceding French action, 
dattacks were made, with loss of life, on individual Frenchmen and Senegalese 
(whose presence here has been particularly resented since the events in the Lebanon 
In November 1943), there is no evidence from our sources that. any: such concert 
fttack was being planned, and however fervently the Syrians wished to see the 
last of the French, they were clearly unprepared to meet the French assault, when 
itcame, I doubt whether auy impartial observers on the spot would adit that 
the savagery of that asstult-was justified. From the Syrian point of view—and 
haps als from our own~it is fortunate that the French military commanders 
Aid nee dispose of more cannon and more aeroplanes than they did. Even if the 
Syrian capital had surrendered to General Oliva Roget, and the puppet Govern: 
ment which is said to have been in readiness had been placed in office on the 
to show that the resistance of the country ws a 
‘The French might well have realized that by 
taking thought to therr own recent history: and General Beynet. surely showed 
ter wisdom in his statement to me that a." surgical operation.” would be 
tile because it would have no lasting effect, than in his actual attempt “ to lance 
the Damascus abscess.” 
56. Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Cairo, His Majesty's Minister: at Jeddn, His Majesty's Chiargé d' Affaires nt 
Jad, the Officer Adininistering the Government of Palestine, the Briti 
Pain Eset Omhce in Cairo, the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
the External Affairs Departient of the Government of India. 
ave, 
TERENCE SHONK, 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary, No. 170, Secret, Syria and 
‘he Lebanon, Voth aly, 1043.--(Recelved Nth October) 
General 
Count Ostrorog returned from Paris on the 27th June and called on Hi 
Majesty's Minister om the same evening. In reply to an enquiry, His Majesty'« 
Minister gave him a frank description of the situation in the Levant States, 
On the 25th June Count Ostrorag informed the Lebanese Minister 
Affairs, “unofficially,” that the French Government, in order to 
improve ‘the ‘atmosphere with the Levant States, might be prepared (1) to transfer 
the Troupes Spéciales to the States immediately, (2) to give a guarantee to with- 
draw French troops atthe same time that British trope were withdrawn, () 
trancfereuce of all remaining Intérete Conmuns servi 
ASSP Sormalisation of the Delegation, he said he would consider i. ‘There 
was, according to Lebanese Minister for Foreign AGiairs, no mention of a treaty. 
The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, after consulting the Syrian Govern: 
ment and His Majesty's Minister, informed Count’ Ostrorog that both States 
Gorernments gladly accepted the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales, but that the 
Gti points could be lel for subsequent discussions 
‘\fter farther discussions between the Lebanese, Syrian, British and French 
authorities—the Syrians, who refused to have any direct contact with the French, 
teing kept in the picture by the Lebanese and ourselyes—the Délégation 
le was authorised by the French Government to issue the following 
declaration on the Sth July :— 
‘The Provisional Government of the French Republi, wishing to 
answer the demand made by the Syrian and Lebanese Governments, 
concerning the transfer of the military units recruited locally : 


— 
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* And desirous of manifesting to the Syrian and Lebanese Govera- 
ments its goo! will by giving them fall sitisfaction concerning these units 


glad to see Syria and Lebanon invested with all the pre 
ty and able to play the rile which is due to them in the fa 
of the United Nations 
Declares that these troops re hereby’ transferred to the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governmenite according to formalities which will be defined within 
a maximum of forty-five days, 


On the evening of the 9th July the Lebanese and Syrian Governments issued 
1 joint declaration tn reply. The declaration as a first drafted would have teen 
denver the Fre, aiter song repression hy Hi, Majer 
Mininter, the draft was amended and, in its dnal form, consisted of a formal 
acknowledgment and an expression of satisfaction by both Governments at 
“taking over their t ‘The Lebanese Government issued a further com- 
‘wunique in which the Lebanese Minister for Forciga Affaire stated be hoped that 
‘the transfer of the ces due to be restored to the Lebanon would not be 
delayed nor oecasion any difficulty; the withdrawal of the troops of foreign 
powers should form: the’ subject of a simultaneous arrangement between 
Interested parties. The Syrian Government were unwilling to associate thet: 
selves with this expression of opinion on the ground that they did not wish to 
‘sugyest in any way that they desired the withdrawal of British forces 

A conference ix to be held at Chtavra on the 12th July, at wi ‘y 
Lobaniwe and French will be represented, to consider the ways and means of 
handing over the Troupes Spécial to the States’ Govertmnents 

While general satisfaction has been expresed in the Syrian’ Press and in 
tome ‘sections of the Lebatiewe Press, leas public interest hax been shown 
eee have been expected. ‘This is due to the feeling that the French action 
only a very tardy admission of rights which should have lwen accorded long go, 
‘and that in any case the French hand was forced by the steadily increas 
desertions free the Troupes Spéciales.. ‘The French gesture has therefore failed 
to impress. In the Lebanon, which is less directly affected, public attention has 
toon focussed largely-on internal political intriguce 

‘The preax hax reported conversations tetween the French Minister for 
Foreign Affaire and the Lebanese Minister in Paris in which the withdrawal of 
foreign troope from the Levant States and the conclusion of a Franco-Lebanese 
Consular convention are stated to have been discussed. Many romoure have been, 
iroulatinag in the States to the effect that further Franco-Lebanese talks are it 
progr regarding cotsular and economic conventions and the transfer of various 
‘other servicer “still held by the Prench, particularly. the Beirut, Broadcasting 
Station; but there does not appear to have been more than a preliminary exchange 
of viewson these subjects and the Lebanese Government have bow officially denial 
that any such negotiations are in progress 


Economic, 


‘Total purchases for the period 16th June-7th July, 1949, amount to 23,607 
tons, a daily average of 3,077 tons, which brings the total purchase for the 143-46 
etop up to 25,976 tons 

< On-the Std July the MILRA. agreement referred to in Weekly Political 
Summary No, 160, Economic, was signed by the G.O.C., Ninth Army, on bebalf 
of the Commander-in-Chief,” Middle East, the Acting Prime Minister of 8; 
and the Prime Minister of the Lebanon, 

‘The Syrian Government have confirmed the signature of the Interim Air 
Agreement and have also telegraphed to their delegate at the San Francisco 
Conference authorising. the: signature of a transport agreement with the 
Americans, with the Fifth Freedom specifically excluded; there is reason to 
believe, however, that the Americans are bringing some pressure to bear on the 
Syrians to concede this Freedom. 


Syria—Damascus, 
The Z 
though there bas been ‘a, marked rn i 


possible that when the Syrian del 
the 20th July, there will be a Cahinet 


161 


jesty’s Legation ave! made representations to" the! Syrian) Goveras 
asgre nt tstrocGons ied by te Commander in-Chict, Mle at, are 
ing carried out 1m outlying parts of the count io whole the Syrian 
Cee ar fn steccedal in controling their lee authorities, ough 
the position in Aleppo is still unsatisfactory = 
he ostion Abdullah Acfeh has now submitted a report on the proposals for the 
rergansaton of the Sin ery serves which wer ropa by Us Bh 
thonties Lieutenant Colonel Scott and a training teat of British 
Atisrsfand nina have ten Ten hy Ninnh Army tothe Syrian Goverment 
Asst in training the Syrian, searity servis in 0 ‘use of the new 
iment and rms provided by the British Army: ow 
a the end of June nearly’ 600 of the Troapes Spciler—approxiately 
one-quarter of the total force—had deserted, and some ws seed is Hi Avy 
SoearreT gith, their enlistment in he Syrian gendarmerie force 
following reasons :— “ 
(1) In view of their Jong service with the French their loyalty to the Syrian 
Government could not be fully guaranteed. rs 
(@) As the Troupes Spéciales offers ane retaining der present rl 
mao chants of ele gendarmerie ers ae leh 
ot codes oficery continue to ceive thelr old rates of pay, 
(8) Tn ick eve copaierably higher than those obtaining inthe geadarmetie 


jon of 
i for Foreign Aflairs are engaged on the preparation of 
tac’ Ha to be published in Egypt on the subject of the recent crix and the 


tian Government to,under- 
0 issue of visas in Turkey 
‘been uke to issue 


ot Ministers, taken on the 19th June, authorised 


‘been taken 
ei iris should, have 

Coaneil of Mi wendarmerie military court have 

‘ction in all cases which, under the existing laws, should come 
saritdietcourte. "Tt in understood that this action was taken eeaaet the French 
‘are in the process of trying a number of Syrians in. French military: at 
Mezeé and that the Syrian Government wish to have an alternative legal 
by -) ji i i if Education 

isl S sentative discussed with the Minister of a 
Pease atin of providing Brit eduattonal faites in Syria 
to Al the sap lot ‘by the French schools, shih in folate veil have litle oF be 

0 alternativ ‘considered, namely, 

Met ag ohuol, oteesbould thin not be ponsiblevbat the necesary funds 
Should be collected by local subscription. 


Christian Deputy 
‘were slightly injured. This 
see in it and in the failure 


French Joint Staff in the name 
to the délégué, restricting. the 
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movements of the civilian and military. members of the staff of the délégation, 
howe lives were considered to be in danger. The déligué protested strongly 
gains! this oder and took the opportunity of returning to His Majesty's Gover 
ment tbe. insignia of the MBE. (Military Division) awarded to him and 
Madame Fanquenot in 1919. 

Tho broadcast report that Turkey might recover Aleppo and its hinterland 
‘as compensation for territory ceded to Russia, caused anxiety amongst the Syrians 
and.considerable delight amongst the French. In this connexion the Turkish 
Gonsul-General again expressed his opinion regarding the advantages that would 
accrue to Aleppo if it were reincorporated. into Turkey. Facts and figures, 
however, do not support the view that conimercial activities in Aleppo have 
declined since 1919; the city has increased in population and is certainly com- 
mieteially no poorer than it was 25 sears ago. 

‘The French, had been. reoruiting Armenians into the. Tronpes Spéciales, 
offering attractive pay and French nationality, with the option of serving either 
in the Levant States alone or in the French colonies. The British milita 
aanthotities took the matter up with the French authorities and His Majesty's 
Minister made representations to Count Ostrorog, with the resalt that the recruit 
ment has now been stopped. ‘The Orthodox Armenian Archbishop, at a meeting 
in Aleppo, impressed on those present the danger to the community of joining 
the French forves at thix time. 


Homs and Hama, 

On the Ist July firing broke out in Tel Kalakh as a result of the desertion of 
same Troupes Spscales, the town. was subjected to small arms and morta fie 
Within a few houes a small British force had arrived and firing ceased, with 
ierdarmerie in contol of the town and the French forces confined to barracks 

the 2nd July other sections of the Dundashi tribe from neighbouring villages 
in the Lebanon anda number of armed men fret friendly tries in the Home aren 
arrived in the neighbourhood and set up road pickets to prevent the arrival of 
French reinforcements.» The tritesemen at first refused to disperse until the 
French tad been withdrawn from Tel Kalakh, as they feared a resumption of 
hostilities; they also refused to lay down their arms at the request of the British 
officer in command, since this, they said, would lay them open to attack from the 
neighbouring tribes. Strong representations to the Syrian Goverament, bi 
temulted in the tribesmen dispersing to their homes the next day 


Sebel Druze, 

‘Tho situation in Jebel Druze and the Hauran is becoming rather more stable, 
although the Syrian Government does not yet command any real authority in the 
neighboarhood; euch support ne it receives is largely de to the belief thas haa, 
and will continue to have, British backing 

‘There’ is evidence that the French are still sending agents into the Jebel. 
One has been nrrested and openly admitted that be bad been sent trom Mezw- 
he ‘in inducing some 25 persons from the area north-east of Chahba to 
‘go to Mezzé to petition the French to return to the Jebel 

There are indications that the isolationist sentiments of the Jebel are 
reviving; the Emir Hisan Atrash has admitted to the Political Officer that be bas 
ng sincere feelings of loyalty to the Government, and that he intends hence- 
forward to work for a Greater Syria under the Emir Abdallah. 

‘The Atrash family regard the Groupement Druze as their own private army 
and there is talk of Zeid Bek, brother of Soltan Pasha, heing appointed as 
* commander-in-chiet.”* 


Alaouites 

On the Sth July a French vehicle in Lattakia knocked a man off his bicycle, 
without injury. An angry crowd immediately collected and at least three 
‘Troupes Spéciales soldiers were attacked and stabbed. French troops returned 20 
barracks and started to fire on the town, rifle grenades being used from the roof 
of the état-major and other French establishments, including civilian houses 
Hand grenades were also thrown indisriminately from the barracks and some 
20 mortar bombs were fired. Indiscriminate and undisciplined fire continued for 
‘some time. British forees occupied Qalaa Hill, a position commanding the town, 
carly on, the morning. of he Oth July. | Considerable casualties are reported 
amongst Troupes Spéciales and Syrian civilians. The French troops are confined 
eo barracks and Sieticoyewes thenictoe ive: days, but is now almost fully 
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On the evening of the 9h July firing broke out at Banias and continued 

for 20 minutes. Rifles, machine-guns and mortars were used by the French 

gainst the town. The officer commanding the gendarmerie informed the French 

if they did not cease fire they would be held responsible; the French 

complied. Two civilians were killed and three wounded. A British armoured 

‘ear Was sent from Latiakia and the situation was reported quiet on the 10th July. 
The origin of the incident is not yet known 


Euphrates and Jezireh 

Tho French garrisons at Ras-cl-Ain, Amouda, Kabur-el-Bid, Tel, Kutchek 
and other small isolated posts were withdrawn on the 20th and the 30th June 
and concentrated at Derbessiye, Qaimichlie, Derik and Hassetché, On. the 
Srd July news was received that the French garrison at Derbessiye-had gone over 
to the Syrian Government. ‘The position 1s still not clear, but 25 men who 
remained loyal to the Frevch have been moved to ‘hie. In view of this 
farther desertion the French are considering the advisability of withdrawing also 
from Derik, 

‘On the 2nd July the Trapajordan Frontier Force Mechanised Regiment (less 
‘one squadron) arrived in the Jeaireh. 

. . . . . . 


Lebanon. 

Riad Solh’s opposition are continuing their attempts to secure the 
overthrow of the Goverament. but are still far from pos the requisite 
majority. The Government's prestige ail ands comparatively high, especaly 
xince the announcement of the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales, The 
irregularities which are widely believed to have been committed by Riad Solh 
and other members of his last government before their resignation, still constitute 
4 serious obstacle to their return to power. It is now generally believed that, on 
the return this week of the Lebanese delegation to San Francisco, a reahufle or 
enlargement of the Government will take place, after which the Government will 
call for an extraordinary session of the Chamber and will ask for a yote of 
confidence. Many names have been mentioned as possible additions to the 
Government: the most surprising amongst them is ex-President Alfred Naccache, 
who is regarded as head of the pro-French minority in the Chamber. Tt is known 
that he fias for some months teen in close touch with Henri Pharaon, who 
continues to pursue his policy of placating elements considered to be opposed to 
the present régime: but it would be surprising if the nationalist, elements 
submitted to the inciusion in the Government of ome so closely identified with the 
former mandatory régime. Tt is, in fact, this policy on the part of the Minister 
for Foreign Aflairs which forms the chief target for opposition attacks on the 
sor ring th leat few have becom f 

uring the last few days signs have become apparent of x moyernent amon 

Lebeneso Chrttians to expres fears for the safety ofthe Chrietian communities 
in the event of 0 withdrawal of French and. British troops, The Aportoic 
delegate. who is in close touch with the political burean of the Délégation 
Générale, visited His Majesty's Legation on the 9th July to state that he had 
reported to the Vatican his fears of a massacre of Christians by Moslems in the 
Jezirch. Similar fears are being ex) in conversation by Lebanese 
Maronites and other Catholic communities. While Christian fears of Moslem 
domination are deop-rooted in the Lebanon, it is highly probable that the present 
agitation is being systematically worked np by reactionary French political 
clements in order to create a demand for the maintenance of some form of French 
control. A petition to be signed by some of the notorionsly pro-French notables 
like Emile Eddé, and then transmitted to the French Government, is said to be 
cirealating 

Farther dismissals of French ofcials employed by the Lebanese Government 
or the Intéréts Communs have now been announced: they include the French 
advisers in nearly all Lebanese departments, These advisers bave long been cold: 
shouldered, so that their disappearance will make little practical difference. 
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Weekly Political Summary No. 171 Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, for the week 
‘ending V7th July, 1985.—(Receieed 1st August) 

1—General 

THE French, Syrian and Lebanese Commissions to arrange the details of 
the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales met at Chtaura on the T2th and 16th July. 
At both meetings the attitude of all concerned was correct and on the whole 
satisfactory progress was realised. Provisional agreement was reached for Uhe 
transfer of certain barracks which are indisputably Syrian property and of certain 
of the Troupes Spéciales on the 2th and’ 26th July respectively, and aub-com 
ittees were formed to study the questions of personnel, barracks and equipment. 
The question of the so-called Avenantaires "(local troops enlisted in the French 
regular forces) is, however,, presenting some difficulty, and both parties have 
reserved judgment, the Syrians maintaining that they should be handed over 
With the other troops. (See also Section 3, paragraph 2) 

‘The United States Government have been asked by His Majesty's Government 
agree to. American participation in the operation of Mirn. and to the pro- 
ion of an American training team for the Syrian gendarmerie and security 

forces. It is felt that such participation might do much to dispel the French 
impression that His Majesty's Government desire to oust the French from Syria 
in order to substitute British influence 

A party of Syrian and Lebanese journalists left Beirut for the United 

Kingdom on, the 13th July for a tour to be conducted under the auspices of the 
Ministry of Information 


2.—Keonar 
‘Total purchases for the period 8th to 15th July, 1049, amount to 16,040 tons, 


4 daily average of 2,005 tons, which brings the total purchase for the 1945-46 
erop up to 39,737 tons, 


3—Damascus. 

Fares el Khouri, the Syrian Prime Minister, and Naim Antaki, Miu 
of Finance, returned to cus from San Francisco on the 14th July. 
Rumours of a Cabinet change persist and Jamil Mardam has confirmed that it 
is the intention of the Government to convene an extraordinary session of the 
Chamber; it is possible that on this occasion the Government may resign of, 
alternatively, announce a reshuifle. 

‘The Syrian Prime Minister was interviewed by BGS. Ninth Army, on the 
14th July, in connexion with the ficulties which had arisen over the “"Avenan. 
taires.”* "He pointed out that they were in any case few in number and suguested 
that they could be divided into three categories : (1) those who wished to continue 
their service with the French; (2) those who wished to transfer to the Syrian 
army; and (8) those who wished to be demobilised; each category being allowed 
to act in accordance with their wishes 

‘The President of the Republic, however, held strong views on the subject, 
and His Majesty's Minister was obliged in consequence to send him a personal 
message pointing out the deplorable impression. which would he created. in 
England if the negotiations for the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales failed 
‘owing to.the insistence of the Syrians, contrary to British advice. on 100 per cent. 
satisfaction of their demands. ‘The President took note of the message but raised 
certain objections on points of detail, pending discussion of which the question 
of the Avenantaires would be held over. 

Other points discussed between the B.G.S. and Jamil Mardam Bey at their 
interview included the discipline and accommodation of the Trotipes Spéciales 
during the period of transfer, and the size and composition of the new. Syrian 
army. On the latter question the B.G, ted that the plan put forward by 
the head of the gendarmerie for a force of 11,000 was overlarge, and that the 
Syrians might do well to decide at once on the size of the force they envisaged, 
in order to avoid the expense of taking over too much equipment from the French, 
Jamil Mardam agreed that an army of something like 5.000 would be ‘more 
reasonable, and said that the matter would be studied urgently; as for equipment, 
his Government's policy was to take over everything that was theirs and to con. 
ssider the question of further requirements in the light of the size of the army 
weal Gade Mignon ah has bee ted Mohafez of th: 

Abdul Qader Midani, a lawyer, wn appointed Mohafez of Jezireh; 
this is his first Government appointment. 
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Lieut.-Colonel Hrant has been appointed Acting Chief of the Gendarmerie 
‘and Police in Aleppo. He is an exceptionally competent officer, and his presence 
in Aleppo in such a tense period will be valuable; but he is anxious lest the 
appointment may be permanent and his chances of promotion thus prejudiced. 
Conel Rashid Atfeh, brother of Colonel Abdullah Atfeb, has been appointed im 

Se eee eid he Fuca apees ; 
Da ee ew iranapetan ariel fa amie Wakinasengote 
LP 10,000 for those who had suffered in the recent disorders, 


4 Aleppo. 

During the past wock « state of calm has prevailed throughout the district 
of Aleppo largely as rest of the Transjordan Frontier Force patrols, which 
have uniicabtelly renored condddence:” ‘Aleppo itself the uneasy calm of the 
past two weeks has continued, except when on the 9th July heavy firing broke 
Out as a result of the desertion of Alaouite Troupes Spéciales from the Mussy 
Barracks. 

There have been some signs daring the past week of the emergence of a more 
reasonable attitude. The local press, while continuing ite anti French campaign, 
has shown a tendency towards moderation and has published a few reasona 
articles. The Mohafer, on the 11th July, addressed a meeting of Quarter 
Leaders, urging restraint and moderation while the negotiations were in progress 
‘over the Troupes Spéciales; he stated that the Franco-Syrian dispute was being 
‘considered on a high level, and urged the population to appear on. the streets 
Snarmed and refrain trom molesting Syrian employees of the French, He also 
‘Addressed newspaper editors aud unged on them the paramount nced of restraint 
in writing on all matters affecting the French, 


5.—Home-Hama. 
Nothing to report 


6. —Jebel Druze. 
Nothing to report. 


T—Alaouites. 
‘The situation still remains uneasy in Lattakia and Tartous and wherever 
other French garrisons remain, 


8.—Buphrates and Jezireh. 

‘The political officer reports that there is a certain uneasiness amongst the 
Christians, particularly in' Deir ex-Zor and Kamichlié, at the prospect of the 
yithdrawal of Freach support Auer of the more wealthy Christian familie 
from Deir ex-Zor have left fot Ale 

Visigieaboling & few worer bombs, was reported from Ragge on the 
night of the Oth and 7th July. The French stated they were defending them 
selves against an attack but there was no confirmation of this, nor were any 
Casualties reported. Subsequently, on the night of the 10th and 11th July, some 
shots were fired against the French, but at mest of the local British cot- 
ttander the French did not return the fire. The Kaimakam arrested some local 
civilians and a curfew was imposed the foliowing night. ‘i 

Following the evacuation of all French posts west of Kasichlié, complaints 
have beet! received by both French and Syrians of acts of provocation against 
Gach oer,” "On the 14th July French sengeant was arene 1 Sinn ge 

chlié, having in his possession a. live grenade. et 
2 cate ipa Breh ‘oficet and conveyed back to the French fort, Later in 
the afternoon rifle and machine-gun fre broke oot from the fort and lasted for 
aboot half an hour. The local British commander reports that the gendarmes 
behaved extremely well, though two of their number were wounded by French 
fre. British troops were fired on at the same time (including, an ambulance 
rominently displaying a Union Jack); no shot, however, was fired in return, 
"wo gendarmes were killed and two civilians wounded. The British officer com: 

manding Bedou force visited Kamichlié on the 15th July accompanied by the 
French Délégue and arranged that the French troops in the town would be largely 
disarmed; all automatic weapons are to be dismounted from the perimeter of tbe 
fort and other weapons locked up under French guard. French troops in the 
Sezireh will in fature be strictly confined to barracks. 
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A gendarmerie foree assisted by a detachment of British troops has succeeded 
in colleting the ninet-three camels claimed by the Shammar from the Agatdat 
‘These have been taken to the frontier and will be handed over to Traqi offivals as 
agreed at the Bagdad: conference. 


10. Frontier, 
Nothing to report, 


11. Lebanon, 


It is now possible to assess reaction in the Lebanon to the French stal 
of the Sth July of the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales. While the aired 
be ion of the press welcomed the dectaration as an important step towards estab- 
Hshment of Franco-Lebanese friendship, the Nationalist prees tock the line that 
France was handing over to the States only what rightfully belonged to them. 
Some newspapers took the opportunity to list the additional Lebanese desiderata, 
prominent amongst which were the transfer to the control of the Lebanese 
‘overnment of the Radio Levant Broadcasting Station and the Banque de Syrie, 
oe the return of the gold reserves of the latter which General Dentz took 10 
France in 1941. Public opinion on the whole took only lukewarm interest in the 
ransfor of the Troupes Spéciales, which has never been a live issue. in. the 
Lebanon, but in general was suspicious of French, good faith, 
io rhe Lebanese and Syrian Ministers for Foreign Affairs mot at Ain Sofar in 
tho morning of the 16th July, before the meeting of the Franco- Levant States 
5 peal Commission (see Section 1, paragraph above). The Lebanese Minister 
for Foreign Affirs was wrongly reported in the pres to have maid that ajreement 
bad been reached between “all interested parties" regarding the withdrawal of 
foreign troops from the Levant States. A démenti published the following ds 
state that what he had said was that a modus rieendi had been discossed 
foparstiog the: Coo sted ‘such troops in the Levant States, 
banese ion to San Francino returned to Beirut o 
42th July: “Tntrigue and rumours on the abject of» Labanest Cake tote 
have coat nue, bet ae ng definite is yet known, The Speaker of the Chamber 
s ill and, as ity 18 not considered competent, an extraontinary sesso 
nwo he bl fr the ine being. So far ns can be ae, the Presiden sil chngy 
o the ide of a reconciliation between Abdul Hamid Karami and Riad ex Sol 
Possibly on the basis of the inclusion in the Ministry of two of the latter's 
‘supporters; Karami himself seems determined to make no change in the Govern. 
ul to confront the Chamber with his present teain; and the Minister for 
Fon Allaire apparently still hankers after appeasement, in the form of the 
seliton tothe Ministry ol ove oF two members of the so-called Nationalist (pr 
sch ra in Chamber. These conflicting views are at present cancel} Ling 
French anthorities celebrated the Mth July with commendable di 
aad there wore no icideni. General Beynel bei the tal peers 
Eaaieten fon tater of France 2 bat the attendance was noticeably smaller 
a = years, nee Government were ‘ 
eae wana a} get ae the Chief of Protocol, but are cerncnt he ~ 
i FON ‘ial Lo lis i y 
we sia 4 nak ot to attend, His Majesty's Minister andthe 
‘Some agitation has occurred in the Lebanese sil ving in 
of the delivery by the British supply authorities to alle Posies eT cneaat 
of rayon yarn, in an effort to obtain silk in exchange. Awa result of the complains 
m on ‘weavers, who considered that they should have had their share of this 
rar, the Prime Minister signed an order requisitioning it: this order 
rowever, considered illegal by the Minister of National Economy, who sscared ity 
fancellation. ‘The matter is under discussion between the competent author ia 
in the meantime the weavers are understood to he un strike ia shin 


Protest 
12. Press, 

The French d 
Syrian and Lebar 


‘tiation. Mi 
iad this mn 
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being determined that the French shall effect complete evacuation before 
negotiations are reopened. : 

‘In the Lebanon. also, general satisfaction was expressed by the: press; this 
satisfaction was, however, tinged with suspicion in the Nationalist papers in view 
Of the fact that the new proposals have been made by the men who were responsible 
for the recent events in Syria. The general consensus of opinion inthe Nationalist 
papers was that the importance of this French gesture should not bo exaggerated, 
Ae there are more that must follow, including the all-important prerequisite to & 
resumption of negotiations, viz. complete French evacuation. The Beirut 
Comimtunist paper advocated that the question of the Levant should bo solved on 
an international basis, saying that any solution based on the consideration that 
the Levant States lie astride imperial communications would be « further attempt 
trbring the Levant States under a new form of colonisation: ; 

‘The: pro-French papers continaed to urge thatthe present moment is 
propitious for the conclusion of she bape with France, 

"The Lebanese papers continued to give prominence to the Russo-Turkish 

weston, bat lecal foment was seanty, being confined chiefly, to comment from 

the foreden press. ‘Several Armenian pers expen the elie that the Turks 
were blulling in their stand against the Russian claims, and that Great Britain 
Will not support Turkey to the extent that the latter believes, 

There te been a slight recradescenice of commentary on the Zionist question, 
and one Beirut paper called the attention of the Government to the extensive 
Zionist commercial enterprises in the Lebanon, 


(E 5806/5/80) a) 


Weekly Political Sumeary No. 172, Secret, Syria and Lebanon, for the Week 
ending 2th July, WAS—(Receieed in Foreign Offer, 18th August) 


1, General. 

DURING the week arrangements for handing over the Troupes Spéciales 
have proceeded rapidly. At ote stage the Syrian felt that the Trench, were 
making unnecessary difficulties about the transfer of the barracks, but the BGS. 
Ninth Army was able to assure the Syrian Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that the removal of all French equipment from barracks would 
necessarily take cote time. British military authorities assisted. in the transpors 
tation of French equipment in Damascus, and on the night of the 22nd July the 
Syrian troops moved into the Hamidieh Barracks. 

‘Considerable progress was also realised in the matter of the " Avenantaires. 
‘The BGS. was able to assure the Syriaus that no Frouch receuiting.had taken 
lace since the Sth July (see section 3, paragraph % of Weekly Political Summary 
No. 171). 
‘A French circular isstied on the 21st June which stated that the French 
were prepared t0 offer protection to te families of Avenantaires, and advised 
them to move into French zones, was teferred by the B.G.S, to the French, who 


fagreed to suspend its operation. The Syrians agreed that (4000 men who, bad 
signed agpications ‘ts Aveuuantaizes, but whose contracts had tit been. completed 
enc 


by the should be demobilised by the French and paid gratuities; all 
Avenantaires tnits would be sitnilarly treated, but men who wi to stay in 
French service would be allowed to do.so. Finally, it was agreed that the solution 
‘of the oatstanding problems connected with the Avenantaires, should be post- 
poned until the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales had been completed (for further 
details of the transfer of the Trou iales see section & of this report). 
‘Negotiations in connexion with the restarting of the civil air services from 
the Mezzé aerodrome near Damascns have continued and a satisfactory solution 
has since been reached. The Syrian authorities are anxious, to take over the 
aerodrome in foto from the French. The commander-in-chief has, however, 
ie that the four main aerodromes in the 
), Beirut and Rayak, are essential for the 
Allied war effort, and ti forve must retain the right to use them until 
the conclusion of hostili ypan: the British are responsible for Aleppo 
and Beirot acrodromes, and the French for Mezzé and Rayak; for technical and 
administrative reasons it is not possible for these segayi$ to be changed 
fat present: in the event of any agreement being reached in the future for the 
[30918] ua 





















































transfer of the aerodromies to the States it would be essential that the 

technical staff should be trained before the present control could be withdrawt 
the withdrawal of the Allied air force could not in.any case be considered before 
the general withdrawal of the Allied forces. The Syrian President, at Brat took 
the line that he was unable to accept arrangements which would admit of French 
control, but later agreed to reconsider this, 

General Officer Commanding Ninth Army bas received a letter dated the 
19th July from: the Commander-in-Chief French troops in the Levant, stating 
that the extension of the powers of French military courts to cover ‘cases ef 
Syrian aud Lebanese subjects who have committed offences against the British 
army in the Levant is no longer justified now that the maintenance of security 
sand order no longer devolves upos, French army; from the Ist August, therefore, 
the services of French military justice will not be able to deal with olences 
against British forces. The letter which is courteously worded ends with an 
‘expression of thanks for the spirit of co-operation showa by British services whe 
have had dealings with Freuch military justice during the past four years, aid 
request that the necessary arrangements may be made for replacing French 
military courts in tasks they have hitherto performed on behalf of Ninth Army. 


2% Economic. 
Figures for weekly grain purchases not yet available. 
8. Damasous, 


there were strong rumours that the Minister of the 
newspaper stated that the Prime Minister 

following day the press published 

Dress interview declared that 

ion to San Francisco had not 

rliament, and the San Francisco 

doubt that the Minister of the 


“black Hoek a 


‘Acting Consul in 

the view of His 

thie stag would be 

persowally with the Presi iRgest in 

only i Iimited number o howl be 
the Minister for 
Yazigi, who had 


Further problema in connexion with the transfer o 
wore discussed with the Syrian President und the Coo 
21st July.” OF the 20.000 Syrian ‘Teoupes 

8 


. was the intention 
of the Fretich authorities to hand over the arms and equipment eens 
the prewar attength of 12,000. If the Syrians decided t maintain wader nec, 
all the troops taken over, additional equipment would te requined and thee won) 
have to ree for. ‘The Syrians are therefore favourably inclined to the 
‘suf 'ion that the French themselves should demobilise as many of the ‘Troupes 
Splines as pose 
_ _In an interview with Reuter’s correspondent on the 20th July the Syri: 

Prime Minister paid tribute to the French attitude in connexion Wak the ie 
of the Troupes ‘eget and said that they had been ‘ faithful to their promises 
and most helpful.” He further stated it it was the intention of the Syrian 
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srament to be liberal in the matter of compensation for baildings taken over, 
for added ine compensation for the damnge dane to Damas dorng” th 
troubles would be included in the final account. He hoped that the evacuation of 
foreign troops, with the exception of those required for the war effort in the Far 
East, would be completed before the end of the summer 


4. Aleppo. 
E week in Aleppo and district his been quiet and the slightly more 
reascoshllattivade towards dus Penh adopted by th local authorities han boc 
“On the 20th July the Mossy Barracks, the Dépit de Remontes the Muslimieh 
Barracks and the Marché aux Bestiaus, all previously held by the French, ware 
handed over under British military supervision to representatives of the Syrian 
Government. On the stme day the Citadel—ffectively occupied by the Syrian 
gendarmerie since the Mth May-—was formally handed over by the Frew 
uuilitary authorities. On the 22nd July the large Turkish Barracks situnted in 
Aleppo to the north-west of the Citadel was formally handed over to the Syrians 


ont i i ite classes: next 
American College in Aleppo is planning to extend its 
staat tn order ta ens he growing Seaoh to lanes nglish and it proposed 
to admit at least 200 more boys. His Majesty's Consul has been approached by 
many persons with requests that a British school should be opened in Aleppo. 


5, Homs and Hama, 
No report received. 


6. Jebel Druse, 

C Hamid el Atrash bas teen appointed, to command. and 
seonganse ie Great Druze under the supervision of the i Has, 
He informed the Political Officer that he haa been instructed by wp 
Government to reduce the umbers, and particularly to get rid of an 
elements. 


T. Alaouite , 
\ Jved, The French garrison from Massiaf was withdrawn 
without inbidcat to Tartous on the 22nd/and 23rd July. 


8. Euphrates and Jezireh, 
No report received. 


9. Tribal. 
No report reesived. 


10. Frontier. 
Nothing to report: 


LL. Lebanon, 
‘Spéciales has on the whole proceeded smoothly 
in te Lakeuon, here have been no. popular demonstrations, and none, i 
anticipated. Such difficulties as arise aro ‘on the technical plane and are being 
dually sorted out by the technical aa! inte for tbe + Purpowe, 

x ‘rouf les nl 
pte ny rset er 
i i in the process Lebanese Govern- 
is Jem in the of settloment the xo Gover 

inept have trened tho attention tothe question ofthe tranater of seriain service 
which still remain in noes —_ oe which Fremndrerhctt yer meee 
Breet Suanicer ucpongstithe| ate, the railways andthe port of Birt 
Lea or states Ua ‘atintactore 
The Laban ti iarat Ontrorey on these eubjecs, and seems hopeful that no 
JeRiperable dificalties will arise. Meantime, the ‘Lebanese Government have 
Forno a technical commission to study thee vatious questions, and complain 
fi he 8 ‘an Government are not displaying sufficient energy in doing the same. 
Pee rie ee Governments held abother meeting on the 23rd July at which 
a Clelin to have made satisfactory progress and to have maintained complete 


‘agreement. 
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‘The internal political situation has again come to the forefront. On the 
‘2st July Gabriel Murr, the Vice-President of the Chamber, resigned, being hurt 
‘at Government statements which he regarded as a reflection on his competence to 
manage the Chamber in an extraordinary session during the illness of the Speaker, 
On the 23rd July he gave a lunch party. at which twenty Deputies assisted, eight 
more absenting themselves, but promising support in advance to any decisions 
which might be taken. As a result, a depatation of four, composed of Murr 
himself, Riad and Sami Solh and: Georges Zoucin, waited on the President of 
the Republic to demand the eanvocation of the Chatuber. This was accorded,-and 
itis understood that the session will start about the Ist August. The Government 
intend to demand a vote of confidence, which itis generally expected they will 

tain. 

‘The publication in the Paris newspaper Le Monde of a letter from the 
Maronite Patriarch suggesting that French protection was necessary for the 
Christians of the Levant and that a treaty with Brance was in Lebanese interests, 
has aroused considerable opposition, not only amongst Moslems, but also amongst 
the many Christians who favour Lebanese independence. -L*Orient published 
an article (inspired by the: Minister for Foreign Affairs) criticising the 
Patriarch’s “dangerous attitude.” ‘The Greek Orthodox Archbishop has 
published a statement entirely dissociating himself and his community from the 

Patriarch, This Intest manifestation of extreme Christian ventiment, whether 
oF not at French inspiration, has eertainly done more harm than 

The deadlock over the appointment of a commander for the new Lebanese 
forces continues, | Meantime the Lebanese Government. have. welcomed the 
proposal that an American Mission might be sent to reorganise their gendarmerie; 
hough the President of the republic on the 20th July expressed ns miagviogs 
in the subject, stating that he had no desire to give privileges to any foreign 
Power, ‘The necessity for some such mission, and the Impossibility of its being. 

ried ont by the British, was explained to him. ‘The question was further 
ircumed at the Syro.Labarews meeting on the 23rd July. 

‘The functioning of tho Lebanese Finance Ministry is beginning to cause 
concern, ax the lack of effective direction seems to have resulted in serious 
isorganisation. Tt haa been noted that the Lebanese merchants have still not 
ald up the arrenrs of war profits tax for which they had compounded and it in 
generally believed that revenne is not coming in properly and. that. expenses 
fare not controlled. projéct: for the establishment of « " Cour dee Comptes 


for the purpose of improving control over public finance is be ula 
the next nemion Of the Chamber, ae Ss Nes 


12 Press, 
‘The tone of the Damascus p 
situation, nal 
tions mace by 
on the com 
One 


ea 
conflict in Algeria received wide publicity 
Speak for ‘Themselves and ‘ Forty-four 

db in Algeria.” 

‘on, the general aspect of Franco-Levant 
wn hitherto, the papers dealing more with 
Government's 
appeared, and 
‘considerations 
the Government. 


Indalgent attitude shown b 
connected with a certain British 
_The alleged activities of the Maronite Patriarch have been criticised in a 
Nationalist organ. which reminded him that 10 Tig behal 
be aint . he tan he has no right to speak on Ie 
‘uss0-Turkish relations were again given prominence; comment, howe 
was scanty, being mainly confined to rquonttions frees Mereggn eouren’ aoe 





i 


‘The Zionist. danger was again emphasised in both the Syrian and Lebanese 

.-and one Lebanese paper urged the Government to take the necessary steps 

To'tounteract the Zionist menace to the Lebanon arising out of her proximity ta 
Palestine. 

‘Anti-Government. papers in Syria seized on the return of the San Francisoo 
Aclegation to suggest ‘a change of Cabinet, but changed. their tone. after a 
declaration made by the Prime Minister, who led the delegation at San Francisco 

‘The Damascas ALJnsha continued’ to complain of tho newsprint quota and 
against the lack of press freedom in Syria. 


(B 8992/5/89) (a) 


Extracts from Weekly Potitionl Summary No. 173, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Jor Week ending ‘ist Jaly, Y0A3.—(Received Vith August) 


General, 

‘THE. result of the British general lection has been widely discussed in both 
States. The first reaction was that the resumption of power by the Labour 
Party, and, in particular, the defeat of General Spears, foreshadowed 0 closer 
aligninent of Britis foreign policy with the French, and a tendency to favour 
the Zionist rather than the Arab cause. While after a few dayn it appeared 
to be more generally assumed that policies and not personalities are predominant 
in Great Britain, and that a change of Government need not necessarily. bri} 
about a drastic change of British foreign policy, fears about Palestine continu 
to be voiced in most quarters. In the Lebanot public opinion Inter tended to 
take the viow that since General de Gaulle's French eritics were mostly of the 
Left, his personal policy towards the Levant States was unlikely to find favour 
with the new British Parliament, - 

Further meetings took place between the Lebiunese and Syrian Ministers for 
Foreign Affairs on the 28rd and the 27th July. ‘The Trouper Spéetates will bo 
handed over to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments on the tst August, and 
appropriate measures wore begun on the 25th July, when offcars of the two 
Governments made contacts with their units. Officers, non-commissioned officers 
and other ranks who do not wish to serve in the National armies will bo allowed 
to retuen to their homes... Avenantaires"” who have signed since the Both June, 
1945, and. who do not desire, or are not for service in the National armict 
will return to their homes before the Bist July; those who desire to serve in the 
National armies will be transferred with the remainder of the Troupes Spéoiales: 
and the Avenantaires remaining in French service, together with French personnel 
will be withdrawn from their nnits. Owing to the special conditions obtaining 
in East Syria only nominal transfer will take place on the Ist Auguat, to pormit 
the evacuation of those who wish to continue in French service and the troop 
who wish to bo transferred. The French anthorities have agreed to the with- 
drawal from East Syria of their political officers, who will be replaced by four 
Officers de Mission for liaison pu 

‘The French have informed the States’ Governments that they are prepared 
to hand over the remaining services in French hands, loosely known aa “ wommou 
interests” and both the French and the States have appointed technical com: 
missions to arrange for the transfer. 

‘afar an can be acertnnedthete include Rao Levant Broadcasting Statin, 
the Office Economique de Guerre, the Sequestration Office, Beirut and Tripoli 
aerodiromes, the telephone service and control over the Beirut Port Company, 
Radio Orient and the DLP. railways. Of these, Radio Levant is purely French- 
controlled and the French claim it was built with French money, whereas the 
Lebanese Government claims that it, was built with Intéréts Communs money ; 
the principle of the transfer of the control of the D.HP. railway and the Beirut 
Port was agreed by Protocol dated the 5th dune, 1944. bat the details of 
transfer of control have never heen worked out; the telephone system in both 
States is French military property, which the States now wish to purchase and 
"a. N amenber of Ub al SH Coda Ocrorog ovat a Brvach ba 

member of a int ler the French had made 
any official declaration to the Lebanese Government; that. they would withdraw 
their troops as soon as British troops were withdrawn, Count Ostrorog stated 
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y No. 170) bad been made oficially, 
that he had ved. any 
more instructions, and that the situation fad noe changed im any way. 


Economic, 


‘Total purchases for the period the 16th to the 22nd July, 1945, 
8419 tons, a daily average of 1,202 tons, whict "tal parchaat for 
art ily average of 1.202 tone, which brings the total purchase for 


Damascus, 


On the 25th July the President of the Syrian Repablic invited the heads 
of the Christian communities in Damascus to the Presidency and informed them 
that all communities in Syria were equal and that his door would always be 
open to them. He gave them an assurance that all Syrians, irrespective of religion, 
would enjoy the samme rights. He added that he had on the previous day received 
30 Ulema and had spoken to them in no uncertain terms regarding the necessity 
‘of co-operation between the various religions communities. ‘The Bishops, who 
est oe the President for an hour and a half, were well pleased with their 
‘On the 26th July the Prime Minister convened members of the 
of 2 es Mite: ert Cg 
‘naadiog Pg ng meeting of the Chatber, which will take place about 
A ¢ Prime Ministe ies some 
Doeseings a che meeting in San Fn ra eg neacnitens 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed the Acting Consul 
the * Black Book haw not gone topress and that the project has en droped 
iran he Minister for Foreign Afairs has informed the American Minister that 
ifthe American Government were propared o provide tecnica forthe trainin 
of the Syrian army and gendarmerie the Syrian Government would gladly accept 
rela Appointments were for limited period and ino sense conaituted 
British Overseas Airways Company restarted their ci 
Meat serodrome of he 35th July” Syrian tuioms and rity formals ore 
pected at the BO. A.C Of the Company being response fr transfering 
Mey. 
Tho past week has been quiet in Aleppo tow istrict 
of most of the barracks aid certain buildings has taken place oth teenage 
of friction, and the British military authorities have succesfully handled. the 
dificult problem of evacuating many hundreds of Trouper Spleictes wah jee 


fan ecommoda 
families, finding temporary accommodation for them and supplying them with 


Home and Hama, 


On the 24th July representatious were mad ini 
{he unsatisfactory conduct of Abdul Ibrahim, Sheikh of the Mew Tok 
Muwali tribesmen have recently been responsible for attacks on the. railway, 
Brite army dupe and Mira grain depots. ‘The Prime Minister was informed 
heagreed hat sro action Spt sakes nese he oa eager: 
that if the Political Officer at Homs discussed the problees with the nti 

Government would stand by their decisi dntter” Sheik aber nea 
Goneument old mand by ei deci nin the matter Sheikh Abdul Terahim 


Aluowites, 

Tneidents have jit it 
iit og ny he moat tits ret 
nite lth robe tw never nile 
{200ps, who threaten to estoy al Span property Tt hos oo aes aoe 
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that they will be replaced by Morocean troops from Tartous, British troops are 
now guarding all material and barracks due to be transferred to the Syrians, and 
there is no doubt that only the presence of British troops is maintaining order. 


Euphrates and Jezireh. 

‘The final transfer of T'roupes Spéciales, entailing the evacuation of French 
“ ayenantaires,” discharged men and any remaining families, is planned to begin 
‘on the 90th July, from Ragga and Deir ex-Zor, Very few men will remain to be 
trausferred to the Syrian Government in this area, where the new Syrian army 
Will consist very largely of the 600 or 700 deserters who left the French earlier 

Tn an attempt to reduce the number of “avenantaires " remaining in Erench 
service, and at the same time induce more men to accept transfer to the Syrian 
Government, an Anglo-French Commission bas visited each place where there are 
still French garrisons. In general the net result of these visits has been to increase 
the category of men wishing to be discharged without substantially altering the 
‘numbers accepting transfer 

As far as can be ascertained the following figures represent the various 
categories of men at Raqga and Deir ex-Zor when evacuation took place :— 

Ragga. Deir exZor. 
Avennntaires es meni) 
Men for discharge fe i anor 4 
Men for transfer 38 7 

Following a visit to Beirut, the Political Officer informed the Mouhafox that 
His Majesty's Minister viewed with concern the reports of potty perscctions 
of Christians in the town by individual Moslems. The Moubafes was requested 
to take all possible measures to stop these incidents and to ensure 
discrimination against Chi was permitted, Ho willingly agreed to repeat 
the instructions he had previously given in thix respect 

The evacuation of French garrisons from the Jezireh began on the 90th duly 
with the despatch of a convay of families from Derik to Hnssetche, whence they: 
willmeve onto Ragga and Aleppo, ‘Military petsannel and baguage, Will be 
moved by train. Qamichlie, and finally Hassetche, will be dealt with in the mmo 
way. Tin not expected that evachation will be complete before the 14th August 


Lebanon 
Now that the Extraordinary Session of the Lebanese Chamber has been 
definitely called for early August, political activity bas increased: | Habib A\ 
Chaka has been trying to act. as liaison olficor between the Prime Miniter 
Rind Solh, but has merely fallen foul of both in the process, with consequent 
prejudice to his own chances of forming part of any new Government. A meetin 
Of Opposition representatives was held at Broumana on the 30th July, at whic 
Naccache's so-called National party decided to oppose the Government s0 lon 
as they were not represented in it. As a result of this meeting it ix suggest 
that there are some twenty-seven Deputies likely to vote against the Government 
‘ona vote of confidence. If, however, the date of this vote is postponed, there are 
many chances for political bargains, and the result must be held to be extremely 


om 

‘Amongst draft laws transferred by the Government to the Chamber for 
consideration during the Session, are one tegarding the flying of foreign flags 
fon Lebanese territory and another designed to abolish the power of French 
military courts over Lebanese nationals. 

Tho Lebanese gendarmerie have now begun attempts to destroy: the hashish 
crops in the Bekaa and North Lebanon. Tt has mot heen possible this year to 
Provide British military assistance, on account of the heavy security commitments 


Of the British military authorities, and it, is not thought probable that the 
gendarmerie’s efforts will result in destrnetion of mote than a fraction of the 
fotal crop. The areas sown with hashish are everywhere reported much greater 
than last year. 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 174, Secret, Syria and Lebanon, 
for Week ending 7th August, 1945.—(Received 30th August.) 
General 

‘The transfer to the States Governments of the Troupes Spéciales has taken 
place during the week without major incident, though the Syrians are somewhat 
Perturbed at the large number of troops who have expressed a desire to email 
in Freach service ‘The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs anticipates trouble 
from hhis colleagues on this question, and it is probable that the matter will ke 
false a the meeting of the Syrian Chamber of Depaties on the 14th Angus 
Jamil Mardam Bey has bee informed that, if the Syrian Government are pre- 

‘i to leave this question until the 21st August, there may be a considerable 

uunge for the better, since the French Command are definitely anxious to keep 
down to a minimum the number of troops who will continue in French service and 
will, therefore, have to be evacuated to French territory with their families 

‘The first meeting of the French, Lebanese and Syrian Commissions to stud 
the question of the transfer of the remaining services still controlled by the Freucl 
took place on the 2ud August. Little progress was made, as the States’ repre- 

nitatives professed ignorance as to what services there were to discuss and asked 

information. "A further meeting is to be held shortly. ‘There seems to be wme 
divergence of, views between the Lebanese and Syrians, the former being 
extremely anxious to get those matters concluded, whilst the latter, who are leas 
directly interested in many of them, are taking the line that the French are bound 
to show bad faith int any auch discussions. It is understood that the questions to 
be discussed include Radio Levant Broadcasting Station, completion of the 
transfer of control of the railways and Beirut Port (the protocol signed on the 
‘Sth Tune, 1M4, not having heen executed), the custodianship of enemy property. 
the 0, ephonies und Radio Orient. 

Discumions have takon place during the week hetween the Turkish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and the Lebanese and Syrian Ministers for Foreign Affaics 
about the eventual recognition of the States by Turkey. Jamil Bey has expressed 
toa member of the legntion staff the view that the question of the recognition of 
Syria by Turkey did not arise, since this had taken place at the San Francisco 
Conferences; that discussion was only necessary as regards the exchange of diplo. 
matio representatives; that the Syrians and Lebanese were prepared to exchange 
representatives immedintely and leave the problem of the Hatay to a later dates 
‘hut that the Turks wished thix matter to be settled before the exchange of repre: 
sentatives took place, No decision was reached, and it is understood that’ the 
‘Turkish Minister for Foroign AMtairs will inform the Levant States whether or 
Hot his Government ix prepared to agree to an exchange of representatives without 
prior agreement about the Hatay, 

. . . . . . 
Damareus 


AA decree, has been published convening the Chamber of Deputies to an extea- 
ordinary session on the 14th August, The agenda includes draft laws for (1) the 
Wansfer of the army and the necessary credits, (2) the establishment of new 
schools, (3) an amnesty for prisoners who were released from the prison of 
Damascus daring the bombardment, (4) ratification of the Covenant of the United 
‘Nations, and (5) promotion of police and gendarmerie personnel, 

Reports that an agreement had been reached between General Paget and 
General Beynet to the effect that French troops would be retained on the Syrian 
littoral have caused concern and an official dementi was published by the Syrian 
‘authorities, 

‘The transfer of the Troupes Spécinles on the Ist August passed without 
tajor incident ‘The approsiinate Fositins at Prenat t, apart from the 
3,000 original Avenantatres, 3,000 remain with the French, 2300 have been 
domobilised, and 2.000 have passed to the Syrian army. When informed of the 
number of troops still remaining under the French, Jamil Mardam showed 
siderable concern and said that. the figures confirmed his suspi 
French were going hack on their engagements. He referred to 
Service which had been issued by a French commander on the 28th July. and 
which stated that, “contrary to their previous declarations,” the French were 
Prepared to keep on troops who were disposed to serve overseas. At a mecting 
with His Majesty's Minister and the British military authorities at Sofar on the 
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rd August, Jamil Mardam Bey agreed to leave the question until the 

The Syrian Government are now studying the reorganisation of their armed 
forces. It is clear that immediate attention needs to be concentrated on improving 
the gendarmerie and police, and that ibe formation of a eset gut ot 

poten es oapeeet gpa 
Tare a ela unease cae er meeeon tin f osetia he Voc goad 
A committee has been set up under the Minister of Defence to work out the details 
of t Lisation. = 

“Farts have rise oe th Mea arom, ‘The Mis Aiton 

ied for permission to open their Cairo~Damascus service, but this 

os em the Mist's Pemaatione ind! out that the B.O.A.C. were already 
operating (see Section $, paragraph 5, of Weekly Summary. No. 178), and the 
Syrian Government, in the absence from Damascus of Jamil Mardam, cancolled 
the ar ements whereby Syrian customs officials carried out their formalitiox 
im the B.O.A.C, office, a8 they cot red that for their officials to have to show 
passes, albeit Syrian ones, to a French sentry on the aerodrome was an affront to 
their national dignity. Jamil Bey was subsequently able to reverse this decisic 
and formalities for H.0.A.C. passengers are now being carried out in the B.O.A, 

The question was also discussed between His Majesty's Minister, the Britis 
‘military authorities and Jamil Mardam Bey on the 3rd-Augnst, when it was 
postal oa that every effort had been made by the British authorities to arrange 
this question in a manner which would take account of Syrian susceptibilities, 
and that civil air services must continue pending any modification of the exixting 
‘control of the aerodrome, which for the present must remain vested in the French, 
Tt was finally ay that the Syrian Government should make an official request 
for the formation of an Anglo-Franco-Syro-Lebanese Commission to study the 
whole question of the control of aerodromes in the Levant States. It is olear 
that the Syrian public is taking the keenest intorest in the solution of this problem, 
and the Government will pr ibly be heckled on the subject when the Chamber 
ite 


Aleppo. 
Trip cals ead gnderally improved sicaaulon 24 Aleppo has continued, bat 
there is little improvement. in KrancoSyrian relations. ‘The hand-over: of 
‘Troupes Spéciales and the aubsoquent procession through the streets of the newly 
acquired vehicles and equipment aroused much Jocab jubilation, but no disorder 
Euphrates and Jesireh seeumbac oasis 

‘The transfer of the Troupes Spéoiales was finally concluded in the Fuphratex 
Gai the ad 'Asesh when tha errteta at Dole en ‘Zor were formally handel over 
to the Syrian authorities, the barracks at Ragga having been handed over on the 
Bist Jul 
in the Jezireh the Troupes Specials, with the exception of about hal 
men in Hassetché, who have accepted transfer. to the Syrian Governmen 
some twenty who have accepted their discharge, form a solid Mock of 
Avenantaires totalling 1,582 men. These with their families, amounting in_ all 
{o nearly 5,300, still have to be evacuated during the next week or two, The 
immediate departare of so large wumber of people is causing some concern in Lhe 
area. 

By a decision of the Anglo-French Joint Staff French officers have been 
appointed to remain in Dez, Hassetché and Qamichlié to look after French 
interests in East Syria after the general evacuation is complete. Instructions 
received by the Délégué-Adjoint state that these officers will make liaison with 
the Contrile Bédouin, the Syrians and the British authorities. As the Contrile 
Bédouin is purely a Syrian responsibility and the Syrian authorities have received 
instructions to have no contacts with French officers, it is difficult to see how these 
officers will carry out their mission; for any contact they may have with the focal 
popalation is liable to create a trouble to the local authorities. 


Frontier. 

French frontier posts on the Syrian-Torkish frontier have now all been 
qrutusssds The iiteab achitany satbtaa patrols ta io oven, tOC TO at deal 
‘with frontier questions, for which the Syrian authorities are wholly responsible, 
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‘and it-appears that the ‘Turkish authorities are jing de facto contacts with 
ther Syrtan opposite numa pending the regularisation of istine ees 
wo Governments 


Lebanon, 


Further discussions and intrigues amongst Deputies have in ral 
strengthened the position of the Government. which is now expected to achieve 
Prageed Spica without difficulty when the Chamber is convened on the 
‘The Maronite Patriarch’s letter to a Paris news] r advorati Franco- 
Lebanese treaty giving France a privil osiaicn 1 tod Laban bad evoked 
os vigorous press polemics, Nationalist papers maintain that the Patriarch 
has no right to speak in the tame of the Lebanon, while their opponents assert 
that his position as head of the largest Christian community gives ‘time full right 
to speak in the name of the Christians. ‘The Minister of the Interior visited the 
bg ie’ eae i stated on bis return that the Patriarch was 
lai iat all he advocated was a Frarico-Lebat ich would 
com Seta LaBare independence. Meantime, the heads of the Greek Orthod 
Ae as communities have dissociated themselves from the Patriarch's 
it 
‘On the Ist August a review was held of Lebanese ti it which 
tame Pec el i ean Pr te 
i. med by a Tevently bra wl 
rt ih report that he recently broke a telephone when 
‘commission formed by the Lebanese Government to stud wi 
problems held its first’ meeting on the nd August, and formed three’ sabe 
committees to consider problems of finance, economics and social welfare It is 
ee sane feist gh be beak the British, American and Egyptian 
=e ng idance on the measures taken in thew 
‘of the military school from Homs with all the pupil 
evactiated to Tripoli, and subsequently transferred toa prot peseghie dn head 
agitating on the Ist August for their gratuities. A number deserted and 
threatened to attack the French, but they were subsequently rounded up by 
British troops and brought back. They have since heen disarmed and are now 
waiting to be sent back to Syria. All Lebanese naval personnel at the French 
naval Evan are understood to be ail ander French command, 
hero was a certain amount of discontent amongst the Trou les in 
‘Tripolt at the end of Jaly, and information was recived Totes weet earn 
that many of the Alaouite troops who do not wish to serve under. the Syrian 
yernment were planning to leave their barracks during the night of the 
‘1st July and, with the assistance of the French, were going to take theit rifles 
and machine guns and escape to their homes in’ the Aluouite mountains, The 
prompt action of the Bi military authorities in disarming the battalion on 
the Bist aly Prevented the plan being carried out. These arms are now under 
ish guard and will be handed over to.a detachment of Let 
fare expected to arrive in Tripoli shortly. Sng eg cae Rad 


. . . . . 


(E 6380/5/80) (6) 


Batracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 125, Secret, Syria and 
| ! , Secret, Syria und the Ll 
for Week ding 14th August, 1945.—(Received 30th A pat tse 


General, 


‘The French, Syrian and Lebanese commissions nomi 
». Syria 1 inated 

transfer of the remaining services stil controlled by the French have now held 
three meetings, but, have sed little ‘The French representatives 

ve adopted the attitude that it is for the States to say what they would like 
to take over, whilst the States maintain that they wish to take over everything, 
but cannot know what services there are until the French. who control these 
services, tell them. The French have now agreed to divide the services into 
three categories : (1) those in respect of which the principle of transfer has been 
‘admitted, (2) those in which transfer is dependent on financial settlements, and 


wt 


() those whieh are dispatable on account of private or foreign interests being 
Involved. A list of those services in category (1) has now been drawn up an 
will be discussed between the French and Lebanese; the Syrian representatives 
have temporarily been withdrawn, their Government maintaining that they are 
ready to discuss the details, but not the principle, of transfer. Since the French 
and Syrian representatives had tended to snap at each other during meetings, 
more rapid progress is likely with the Syrians absent; they will be reassocinted 
when any definite result is in sight. 

"The French steamer Marrakesh arrived in Beirut from France on the 9th 
August, bringing back 183 Syrian and Lebanese students from Europe, some 
Givilian employees, 200° Syrian and. Lebanese Avenantaires and. some 
‘African troops domiciled in Syria, for demobilisation. She sailed for 
on the 12th August, taking away some 500 French civilians and a number of 
French military nel, A few of the returning Lebanese and Syrians were 
detained for two days by the British security authorities for interrogation 

I be forwarded to their respective Governments in due course for such 


‘During the week there bas been some political activity in preparation for the 
sitting of the Chamber on the 14th August. The Damascus group of Deputies, 
led by Lotfi Haffar and Khaled el Arm, are concentrating their energies on 
scouring casas of Goverament and ae outing on the support of the Aleppo 

roup owing allegiance to Saadallah Jabri. ‘The brant of their attack ix 
fitected against Jamil Mardam, who, in self-defence, appears to be looking tar 
Support to the rival Aleppo faction led by the Mudarres family and Dr. Kayyali 
find also to Druze and Haneant Deputies, “Aluhough it is dieu to prop 
the last Nord will probably lic with the President; nnd dospite the 
co-operation of recent weeks between the latter and Saaduliah Jal 
Hand and Saadullah Jabei and Lat Haflar on the other, the President 
stood to be in favour of maintaining the existing Goverment for the tine hein 

MA ie special sitting of the Chamber on tae 14th August proceedings Were 
opened with a minute's silence as a tribute to the" martyrs” who died during 
the May Jue tronbles. A bitter attack was made on the Govern 
Home Deputy. who blamed them for what had occurred, on the grounds that they. 
had not taken the advice of the Chamber in breaking off relations with th h 
at an earlier date and in calling over the Troupes Spéciales; tho Deputy also 
faccased membere of the Government. of promoting their awn, ini ‘aud 
favouring their friends and supporters. Tn reply the Prime Minister asked that 
the Deputy should either withdraw or substantiate his charges against members 
of the Government and offered to bold an enguiry if definite allegations sere 
faade- ‘The Prime Minister then went op to give a Drie account of the part the 
Syrian Delegation had played at the San Conference, Draft bills 
uling with the taking over of the army aud emergency education measures 
‘ere pasted to the relevant Committees, who were asked to study them urgently 
Ind report to the House at the next sitting on the 20th August 

Commenting to pressmen on the Japanese offer to surrender, the Prime 
Minister stated that the eolution of certain questions affecting Syria depended 
‘on the cesaation of hostilities and that be anticipated that these questions would 

shortly be settled. 

‘The Ministry of National Economy are ‘iating for the engagement of 
foreign technionl experts. These include (}) an agricultural expert, (the 
Ruckefeller Near East Foundation bas been asked to approach Professor 
Goodman of Cornell University); (ii) an entomologist (Professor Bodenibeimer of 
the Hebrew University at Jerusalem has been directly approached): (iti) 0 
Matistician (LESC. have been asked to obtain particulars of a suitable 
Candidate): (ir)-a geologist; (¥) a, veterinary surgeon. 


wneral situation remains unchanged, A feeling of uneasiness is 
Prevalent amongst the Christian minorities yb no serious 
fight of Moslems having maltreated, attacked or 
robbed Christia 
There ts ttl! no sign of any intention on the part of the Mohafez to resume 
contact with the French Delegate, though the latter has expressed the hope that 
x 
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Eyanco-Syrian relations may soon be re-established thor 

y 18 may soon be re-es q ct 

that thet schools will reopen as usual in the autumn a uae Saeco 

rl here 'be enabled gradually ko recone lst ground. ‘The Syrian authorities 
tires to increase the acconm: wupils in Governmen 

tials, bt placing the 4000 children concerned and fadike suitable esekens 

will present problems af great difficulty, “s Lg 

A dispersal camp has been opened in Aleppo f res, disbanded 

ape a fn ata a a et 

thousand disbanded Troupes Speciales have been returned to their homen, 

veie Onithe th August the Brench personnel ofthe Streté aux Armées in ‘Ales 

eer Bein ape core for iret with thet arhivr "Stace the Mth 

gust the Frend fot partic in the w le 

Régional de in Circalation du Levante ne. "e toe Aleppo Brean 


_- Lieutevant-Colonel Hrant has heen transfer 

Gommnnding: Gendarmerie and as ee socrtedel at; Diss af ihe 
larmerie and Acting Director of Pol jentenant-Colonel 

Thrahim Bey Kassab Hassan, who was footy at Deed Je aea 


Home) Hama, 


A Commanist pamphlet of Damascus origin was disteit 
the veok anking forthe teturn of Alecandese to Syrians ns ome coring 


Jebel Druze. 
In general the aren has teen quiet, but an incident : 

Yousef Pasha ol Atrash aienptad to take pouesion of the howe prevguny 
sxaupied by the Dlegué, which has been empty since the beginning’ of Tune. 
er claimants fr the hoose intersted bim'aad m aumber of shots were fred 
ir. No casualties occurred. The house remains vacant, hut is 

hone of contention amonyst the local notables 


Alaouites 
‘The week has been quiet, but the presence of t S. Jarei 
sit considered cena forthe preeretaan of once, The Aha he 
gotiuinely attempting to secure normal circulation in the town, has been asked 
to guarantee the security of the main streets of Lattakia and the main road 
dl the coat for he bang of French troops but profsas hme unable 
do 00 as Yong as asiquot remains in La argumen 
pap he ey py 
{els gato his Wythe popabation es real of is sctivtien daring the pase 
‘The Moroccan Battalion from Tartous has replaced 
‘Takia; end us deer tons from Iu bare beau Toperted ace seteah 


Buphrates and Jexireh. 
‘The Euphrates and Jezireh have remained quiet 
Jesicehevatuation of French troops and thet fants hae toc procesding 
scoring to len, Aqenantaics Wit it flier beara were all nally 
Ianded oter 40 the Sy Mitary eens se Te ee 
lecision 10 llow French ‘*Offciers de Mission” to remui 

Deir e-Zor, Hussetehé and Gamichlié. has seriously perturbed. the Syrian 
authorities that area, who eaanot ise the need for any French ollicers 
0 ist Syria’ 

Tes ne iin end Are oan Uae erty another ettenpr og 


Tribat 
‘The Mohafez of Deir e2-Zor has not yet heard whai 
the Tea’ auntie tempt restore THe ,00 shep takee by the Shamma 
gaidat (see Weekly Summary No. 174, 
in alll awaiting the return o€ done ep tefore consenting to hued over the 
Camels and cash which be has ready, to fall the terms of the Buagiad Conference, 
Voconfred reports have been received of two farther raids by the Shammar, 
ich some 60 camels and some ls 2 
fromthe Agnieh oad Ata oss peste ne a 
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Lebawon 
Whilst it became steadily clearer during the week that the Go 
ga vote of confidence whe the y 
‘on the 14th August, the Government's existence 
teas jeopardised ou the 12th August when the Constitutional party, to which 
two of the Ministers belong, decided (by a very small majority) to call on these 
Ministers to resign. The Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Aft 
foace announced to all and sundry that they would resign sooo after the 
Confidence had been passed and would not accept office in the new Gov 
At the sitting of the Chamber ou the 14th Aogust the Goverment obtained a 
sute of confidence by 3H. votes to 9, with 2 abstentions 
Te is now taken for granted in local political circles that a change of 
Government is imminent: but there is considerable diversity of opinion as to who 
Will compone it. The choice of Prime Minister: presents the chief <dificulty. 
Hind Soh, who would normally te the natural choice, ix still unpopular (on 


rane ote alloged regular tes of hix last Government) nd is particulntly 
i dour by 


Gigliked by. the President's entonrage: Abdul 
Henri Pharson, is disliked by the President Solh, who haw 
‘considerable middle and lower class Moslem stipport, is re iponsible 
‘ireles as being so yain and impulsive as to be liable to constitute danger: There 
re thos unlimited possibilities of intrigue in Uhe next few days and the situntion 
must be regarded aa entirely fh present 

‘phe Communist parties of Syria and the Lebanon met on the Oh August, 

and their executive committees Inter issued a long statement Much of this wae 
devoted to attacks on the present Governments, but one passage vignificantly 
stressed the following points :— 

(a) That the British Conservative party, which 
Colonial policy in the interests of British 
Adopting o double-faced attitude towards Syria and the Lebanon, 
for whilst claiming lo support their independence it has recognised 
‘a privileged position for France, - 

(@ The iS and Lebanese les demand the wbolition of thix policy, 
“hah aims both at sharing influence in these countries with 
reactionary French elements, and also at securing ‘control over the 
Tithts and powers now being handed over tothe States” Government 


(6) All foreign forves, British as well as French, should be withdrawn from 


the two countries, 

[A Polish enbject named M. Gadomski arrived in Beirut. from Palestine on 
the Tith Angust, apparently to take-up the appoinunent of diplomatic repre: 
cee cative of the Warsaw Government. The Lebanese Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
MERE thie Legation for advice as to the footing on which he should be 
treatet 
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Brtracte from Weekly Political Summary No. 176, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon 
Tor Week ending Zat August, 1045-—{Communicated by the British 
[epation, Heirut’ Reeeieed in Foreign Office, Ath Septomber,) 


1. General 

THE only official celebration in the Levant States of the en of the war with 
‘Japan was a reception given by the Lebanese President to the Diplomatic Co 
epee fables ia Beirut on the 18th August. Public opinion everywhere showed 

ne mplete lack of interest in the conclusion of hostilities. There are, however, 

‘ready indications that the local Goyerninents and others may use the occasion 
{eetiela number of questions of which consideration has hitherto been postponed: 
Prominent atong these are likely to be the evacuation of foreign troops and the 
Efsitton ‘of miliary controls. At a sitting of the Syrian Chamber on the 
Shih August the Pritue Minister stated that the evaetiation of all foreign troo 
From Syria most be considered now that hostilities have ceased, and press articles 
con the same subject have already been appearing. 

‘Owing to the Lebanese political crisis, no further meetings have been held 
between the French and Lebanese to discuss the transfer of services. 

. . . . . . 
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3. Damascus, 
The second aniversary of Shukri Quwatli’s election to the presidency was 
celebrated on the 17th August by a parade of the Syrian armed forces when the 
President presented colours to the Syrian army. ‘The same evening the President 
‘ffered a dinner to members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps and high 
Government officials, 
he, postion of the Cabinet tll remaing uncertain, but has probably been 
weakened by the Prime Minister's handling of the Chamber on the Lith August 
(see section 3, paragraph 2, of the Weekly Political Summary No, 175) when, 
instead of taking the initiative and giving the house an account of recent develop- 
ments, he allowed the Opposition to get in first with a slashing attack. Although 
the Fresilen. is apparently not in favour of a change of Administration at 
mesent, the key to the situation is the attitude of Saadullah Jabri who, though 
i¢ professes to share the President's view, declares himself unable to intervene. 
‘The position of his supporters and of their present allies, Kbaled el Azm and 
_ kul Haflar, is therefore considerably stronger, and the possibility that the 
Goverument may fall, or at least be reshuflled, cannot be excluded. 
siepicions of French intentions are increasing. Last week the Min 
Foreign Affairs informed the acting cousul that leading Fi 
tion vvith foreign diplomats and visitors, were referring to the inevitability of 
troubles in Syria, and saying that, the Syrians were incapable of maintaining 
oniey and that the British authorities would not be able to assist them. The 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs alao stated that the Syrians were in posses 
information which showed. that the Freach were making use of agents 
supplied with money to atir up trouble amongst the ex-Troupes Speciales, the 
tes, the Cherkess and the Druzes 
‘The draft Army Bill which is being presented to the Chamber (sce Weekly 
Political Summary No, 175, section 3, paragraph 2) provides for the taking over 
fof tho troops it thir present sete with the sate rates Of pay, forthe incorpo 
ion 1 the new army of the ausiliary free enlisted eavier In the year, for an 
increase of credits from 15 to 2 million Syrian pounds for the eblistment of 
vedio ofers and for the engagement of foreign experts 
A Departnent of Arab Affairs under the direction of Tewfik Yazigi, has been 
established in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 


4 Aleppo 

‘The lull in every form of local activity which became noticeable early in the 
‘month, bas continued during the past week. His Majesty's Cousul reports that 
after threo: months’ virtual imprisonment and humiliation, a very noticeable 
fealing of impatience is growing among the, French, and it is clest that their 
tempers aro becoming frayed after so long-drawn-out period of enforced 
inactivity, Although Ereuch feeling is primarily directed against the Syrians, 
fanti-Britiah feeling’ continues to increase! 

Rracuation vin Aleppo of“ Avennataires™ and’ their families from East 
‘Syria has continued during the past week. 

‘two Aleppo newspapers which have previouly teen ided for publishing 
matter censored by the British Military Censor resumed publication on the 
20h August. “On the 16th August another newspaper, El Hawades: published a 
number without submitting proofs tothe British Mifitary Censor. ‘The proprietor 
claimed that now the war Was over there were no reasons to justify the continuance 
of the military censorship which he would ignore in future. The matter 
takes up by His Majesty Consul with the Mfohafes, 


7. Aluowites. 

‘During the past week the French in Lattakia have attempted in various ways 
to recover some of the privileges which they previonsly enjoyed. An attempt to 
re-establish themselves and thetr North African sentries in the Cercle des Officiers, 
the Délégation Office and elsewhere were met with hostile demonstrations and 
there have been two cases of dynamite throwing near French installations. The 

in authorities have done their best to comply with the British requests to 
facilitate return to normal conditions and they are in consequence leginning 
to incur the mistrust of the population. 

_ The liquidation of the “ Avenantaire'” units at Tartous took place without 
incident on the 14th and 15th August. Of the Coast Defence Unit 148 members, 
and of the All-Alaouite unit, 20 have opted to continue in French service. 
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& Euphrates and Jesireh. = ey 

The evacuation of French troops from Jezirch was completed on the 
16th August according to plan when the infantry barracks at Hasstché were 
taken over by the Syrian authorities. 

“One of the civilian secretaries to the French Officier de Mission at Hassetché 
was found in the town during the week after dark and attacked by Syrian 
soldiers; he was not seriously injured, but it is clear from this incident that the 
French cannot yet move freely in the Jezireh without danger to themselves or 
their staff. 


11. Lebanon. 
ite the vote of confidence obtained by Abdul Hamid Kerarai’s Govern. 
rent on the Hath August there was fever’ any doubt that the. Government 
intended to resign. ‘The Prime Minister. in fact, drafted hie letter of resignation 
‘on the 17th August, but was persuaded not to sign it by the President, who wanted 
quiet week-end.” It was duly sigued, and the resignation accepted, on) the 
st 
2 OU pstancs in which the Grvernméat pest iy eguing ater 
receiving an overwhelming vote of confidence are somewhat dificult to explain 
fo the outside world, nnd fiave led to some bitter criticisms in the local press ot 
the failure of the Letanese parliamentary system under which all importont 
matters are arranged in le lobbies and. the debates count for nothing 
‘Abdul Hamid Karami’s determination to quit office may be ascribed. prine| pally 
to hie unfamiliarity with local politios and conwequent thinness of skin in the fice 
fof attacks which would leave mare seasoned parliamentarians unmoved. Me 
hhad also been at odds with the President, who, be complained, constantly thwarted 
his endeavours, and no doubt realised that the longer he remained! in power tho 
‘more hie political reputation woold suller, He has since spoken of his dover=tna 
‘Gon never to resume offce unless the Constitution is modified sn « texnaes eich 
wil enable him to govern withoot being constantly at the metuy of wif sein 
Depoties. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, whose determination to resigh waa 
even greater, seems to have become tired of the constant attacks made on bisn by 
bis political’ adversaries and to have felt that he could pall the stringy more 
effectively frotn the bosom of the Chasnher. ‘The other minseters tirekly followed 
‘of their chiefs 
vee ie President hag made-no secret of his distaste for the task whic 
confronts him in fading an alternative Government and, in particular, an 
alternative Prime Minister, He bas made several attempts to obtain, directives 
from this legation, ut these have een steadfastly refused, to hin fran 
Gisappointment. In the welter of intrigue of the past. few days in which it 
would have been undesiralle for the legation to become involved, it has became 
lene that there i little chance of Riad Sol returning to power a thin juncture: 
the choice therefore lies between Sarai Solh and Abdulla Vai, if the premiership 
fhe Sunni Moslem community, with the odds rather on 
the former in view of the latter's known connexions witht members of the pro. 
French mioority. A. snggestion that the premiership should the given to the 
present Speaker, a Shia, has met with violent Sanni opposition, and should 
Fated out by the Speaker's known lack of capacity and moral character 
“The pres has published with evident relief messages from London repart 
assurances stated to, bave been given to the Lebanese Minister by Mr. Bev 
see Letancae jouroalist by Ste R. Campbell, that British policy toward the 
want States remained tnchany i 
a cnn at i hae been much afected hy Henri Pharaon of late, 
jst present showing a great activity, It held a large rally on the 19th August 
and the leader is proposing next week to undertake a flag showing tour-in, North 
Lebanon These manifestations are annoying the Mosloms, and Riad Solh, 
amongst others, has x fhis fears that the gap between the Christian and 
Moclon commanities of the Lebanon is being deliberately widened by those who 
‘oppose the consolidation of Lebanese ind 


remains a perquisite of 
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Eatracts from the Weekly Political Summary, No. 177, Secret, Syria and the 
Lebanon, for week ending 2th Au Received 19th September), 


General 

THE new Lebanese Government (see this Summary) are clearly determined to 
press on with the negotiations for the transfer of the remaining services still 
controlled by the French, which they are conducting for both States, though they 
have held no discussions during the week with the Syrian Government owing 
the political crisis in Damascus. The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs has 
instructed the Lebanese commission to show themselves as reasonable as possible 
in the negotiations and not to " quarrel over the piastres "in the questions which 
involve finuice. He himself has made it clear to General Bevnet and. Count 
‘Ostrorog, both of whom haye officially called on him, that the Lebanese Govern- 
Ment Wish to see these questions out of the way ax soon ax possible, The Prime 
Ministor hax taken partioular interest in the question of the Grand Serail, which 
iy Lobanese Government. property, but in which the offices of the French Delega- 
tion General and état naj are ‘housed, and has pressed General Beynet strongly 
tohand gover, in ordee that the Lebanese Government Departments. which are at 
provent scattered all over Beirut, can be collected, in one place, General Beynet 
has pparenly promined to study this question sympathetically. 

‘The Zionist Conference in London, and President Truman's declaration on 
Palestine, have evoked strong reaction’ in the press in both countries, Many 
apers have takenthe line that only Arabs are entitled to, dispose. of Arab 
Valesting, and have reproduced declarations by Arab leaders. (including the 
Syrian Prime Minister) to the offect that 60 million Arabs are determined to 
defend Valestine, The question is als to be raised shortly. in the Lebancse 
Chamber. Despite reported Jewish attempts to win sympathy amongst. the 
ceed M pollen, it is noticeable that Christian opinion is in general as anti. 

nist as Moslem, 


Dawaieus, 


Ata mecting of the Syrian Chamber of Deputies on the 20th August the 
Prime Minister gave an exposé of the Government's policy which was followed 
by reports bythe Individual Minister, 

At the same sitting, atthe request of Michael Elian (Aleppo) a petition 
rigned. hy Afty-two Depoties was tend, urging the necessity of the Government 
‘enjoying the full confidence of the Deputies. The President. of the Chamber 

ad tha vas ot perminble to rate the question of confidence at an entra: 
ontinary setsion which had been convened. for the purpose of passing specified 
luvs. No action was taken by the Goverument for two days, bat it was bvident 
that their position in the Chamber had become untenable, ‘The desertion en bloc 
of ite former supporters, Saadullah Jabri’s Aleppo faction, under the leadership 
‘of Michael Elian, who made common canse with Luth Haffar and Khaled Azm, 
ef i irtualls without suppo 

On the 22nd August Naim Antaki and Said Ghazi resigned, and on the 
following day the Prime Minister tendered his resignation. He was immediately 
asked by the President of the Republic to form a new Government. Negotiations 
for the formation of a coalition Governient continued for two days but eventually 
‘broke down, probably owing to a conflict of personalities. On the 26th August, 
however, Fares Bey succeeded in forming his Government, the compesition of 
which was as follows — 

Prime Minnie: Farol Kbane (Protestant) 

{nei and Deputy Prime Minister: Lath Haff (Sunni Moslem) 
Foreign Affairs: Michnel Elian (Greek Orthoxiox). 

Finance and Defence: Khaled el Azm (Sunni Moslem). 

Justice and Wakcfn : Sabri el Assali (Sunni Moslem). 

Education and National Economy : Ahmed Sharabati (Sunni Moslem), 
Public Works : Hikmat el Hakim (Sunn Moslem), 

Supply and Ravitaillement - Hassan Jabbara (Sunni Moslem). 


raised the point that a 
debate followed 
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the Chamber, which gave as its opinion that a Cabinet af eight-members was un- 
constitutional” the Chanter, however, rejected this ruling, The President of 
the Chamber nevertheless suggested to the Prime Minister that he should reduce 
the umber to seven. ‘The appointment of Michael Elian as Minister for Foreiga 
Affairs was sharply criticised on the grounds that he hud no experience and to 
jjualifcatins forthe 

Another sitting of the Chamber has been fixed for the 20th August, by which 
time the Prime Minister will have had an opportunity to conform with the wishes 
of the Chamber. It appears extremely daubetul whether any Government which 
Tee ov anycpnletee cna dpeasseil be gilo uncmpeangn eatales wiring anion, 
and an eventual dissolution of the Chamber, of which the President bas been 
speaking, may prove the auly solution of the impasse, 

His jesty's Minister and the Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, were 
received by the Syrian President on the 21st August. ‘The Prime Minister and 
the Minister for Foreign Aflairs were also present. ‘The evacuation of foreign 
troops, Mezze Aerodrome, French diplomatic representation, Avenantaires and 
the organisation of the Syrian security forces were diaciianod. 

fe commandet-ts-chief said that he war leving shortly for the United 
Kingdom, where be would raise the question of simultaneous evacuation of British 
‘and Fredch forces. With regard to the Mezze Aerodrome, the commander: 
Chief said that this would have to form part of the final settlement of outstanding 
fuatters between the French and Syrian Governnients. Tho Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs complained that the French still retained: some 8-6,000 
Some 3000 f-whjch were. desnencotred who' liad algoed enmtrectsbef6ra Ys 
the remainder being Troupes Spéciales who had voluntecred for service 
‘on the arenant basis but whose contracts had not been completed. Th 
f undertook to to General Boynet about these latter, 
reign Affairs then, went on to say that the Hritish military 
ev proposals for the Organisation ofthe Syrian eeciity' forse WwetG 
scceptable 1d the Syrian Government, euject t9 dimuon on pole of total 
The question of the Desert Guard was also raised by the commander-in-chief, 
who emphasised that if British troops were to be e ated in the near future 
theee forces should he put on a sound basis without delay. 
ard to the question of equipinent and technicians for these forces, the 
inchicf eaid the Frecth would transfer cert 


Aluouiter, 
‘The past week has seen a steady deterioration in Franco-Syrian relations 
and feeling is running high against the Syrian Government as a result of its 
dlleged toleration of the French in the Mobafazat of Lattakia, Violent articles 
have appeared in the local press urging the immediate evacuation of French 
forces. Aw a result of the commander-in-chief's visit (see paragraph 3 above), 
the general officers commanding the British and French troops in the Levant 
States visited Lattakia on the 25th August in order to investigate French com: 
plaints of the treatment their troops are receiving in the area and made certain 
arrangements for improving matters. 
Lebanon. 
Sami Solh succeeded in forming a new Lebanese Government late on the 
22nd August in the following form 
Sami es Solh (Sunni Moslem)= Prime Minister, Supply, Commerce and 
Industry, Posts and Telegraphs. 
biel Murr (Greek Orthodox): Deputy Prine Minister and Public 


Hamid Frangich (Maronite) : Foreign Affairs and National Education 
Joseph Salera (Greek Catholic) - Interior, 

‘Ahmed el Assad (Shin Moslem): National Defence and Agriculture. 
‘Dr. Jamil Tathouk (Druze): “Health, 

Saadi Munla (Sunni Moslem): Justice. 

Emila Lahoud (Maronite) : Finance. 
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in any of 
fagances which caused him so rich unpopularity during his’ last 
tenure of office in 1942. ps) 

On the 28rd August the new. Prime Minister made declarations to press 

ing the following points :— 

His Government's foreign policy would in no way differ from that of 
ita predecemor: 

‘His Government would endeavour to maintain and strengthen relations 
with Arab countries and with those Allied countries, including Great Britain, 
which hud supported the Lebanese cause; 

Conversations regarding the evacdation of Lebaiiese territory 
(presumably by foreign troops) would be pursued. 

The Chamber would be asked t hasten ratification of the Charter of 
the United Nations. 
char Te itt piel mich his Gorerument shoal study and sae waa 

at of tnemplayment. "The Prime Minister wold also apply. bitmely to 
the question o€ lowering ‘be vast ef living she 

The reference in this declaration to the withdrawal of foreign troope has 
‘aroused some comment, and one or two Nationalist newspapers. have bees 
ee. articles outapokenly calling for the withdrawal of both British and 

‘reneh from the Levant States now that the war has ended. 

The Lebanese Governinent have sent instructions to their Minister in London 
to limit the validity of the Lebanese passport of Mgr. Akl, the Maronite 
archbishop who has been sent on x mission to Europe by the Patriarch, «o that 
Hea only Teta to the atom 

he Lebanese Government have been officially invited to: attend ube forth 
coming Educational Conference of the United Nations to be held tn Nerohee 
find ato proporing to accept 


(E 6996/5 /89) 


Rutracts from Weebly Politient Summary No, 173, Secret, Syria and the Leban: 
Jor Week ending 41h September, 1948 —(Received 1th September) 
Genera. 


THE French in the Levant States are clearly becoming restive at. the 
continued restrictions on. their movements and freedom of action. In both 
Lattakia and Aleppo they ate anxioos to move about more freely aud without 
British protection, and this week French officers attended a reception at Baalhek, 
where no French officers have shown themselves since the French Political Office 
mr ramated in Tune The incident at Tarious (ee paragraph 7) has, however. 
ilusively shown that the time for any appreciable relaxath 
restriction’ has not yet arrived. nthe Se Spader Egret 
Damaxews. 


The new Government faced the Chamber at a sitting held on the 25th 
2th August. The Prime Minister presented the Government's progrimine, 
Which was similar to that of the previous Gaverament, with the additions that 
the Government intended to study a project placing the army, gendarmerie and 

lice under a unified command: that foreign experts woul! Ke emploned cate 
f free of all political influence; that the Ministry of Supply would be abolished; 
and that Syrinn students would be sent abroad for technical training. 


troops, 
with the commander. 
London and wonld gi 


(2) In reply to the question whether the Governtent woald employ French 
experts, the Prime Minister replied * No. 

(8) It was alleged that the Black had been suppressed in order to 
lease certain foreigners. HE 

(4) Relerence was also made to the abolition of the Mixed Courts and to 
the question of the return of the Hatay to Syria. 


After an adjournment the Prime Minister announced that Aluned Sharabati 
(Minister of Education and National Economy) had resigned and that he himself 
Would take over the Ministry of Education and Hikmat el Hakim (Public Works) 
the Ministey of National Economy. 

‘At the fifth sitting of the extraordinary session of the 30th August, 
Chamber unanimously passed a Bill for the ratification of the United Nations 
Charter. ‘The Chamber met again twice on the Ist September abd once on the 
following day and on each occasion was adjoamed owing to the lack of 
quorum. the approach of Bairam having taken many of the Deputies away from 

hmascus. 

It is clear that the Government's position is far from being stron} 

Sharabati stated in the Chizober that he had resigned on_ the grou 

Government was hased on a one-man party and that he refused to bo the tool of 
ir, Michael Elian, The new Minister of the Interior. Lutfi Haffar, 
0 take up office and has already tendered his rosiguation, but at 
of the President has agreed to postpone it. Jamil Mardam. was 

asked by the President of the Chamber to reprotent Syria in Gedova at the 

forthcoming Conference of Parliamentary Representatives. but has excused 

hinsself; he told the acting consul that he considered it would be unwise for 

him to absent hizasolf at the present time from Damancue 

Faiz Khoori, Syrian Minister to has returned to Damiascin 
‘ostensibly on the grounds of ill-health reported to have been far from 
pleated with the reception accorded to him by the Soviet authorities 

“The conference of the National Arh Woten’s Union was held in Dathatcun 
on the 30th Auguat, when specches were mado by ladies reprewnting Syria, 
Fegypt. Traq and Palestine: all concentrated on the Jewiah problom in Palestine. 


Aleppo. 

Opinion regarding the newly formed Syrian Cabinet, though inclined to 
te favourable at first, has now began to be critical: widespread Oisatisfacion 
has been expressed ‘at the continued existence of the Ministry of Supply. 
Pamphlets were distributed by the “National Youth of the Arab Union "and 
by the "” Bureau of the Studenta’ Union,” attacking the policy of the Government 
and appealing to the Syrians to urge’ upon the Government the need for the 

nedinte departure of the colonsing foreigner. 

The arrival ov the 20th August of four 25.mm, cannon and forty boxes of 
ammunition in two French aircraft has not yet become generally known, though 

icty has been expressed at the recent activity displayed by. the French 
anthorities_ in connexion with the erection of new sandbas defences and the 
installation of one at least of the 25-mm. cannon at the French" Subsistence " 
depot in the Jemilieh quarter of the town. 

On the 27th Angust Bedreddin Sabbagh, Assistant Director-General of the 
Redonin Contre. arived at Aleppo to assume charge of the North Syrian area, 
which includes the Mohafazats of Aleppo. Deir e2-Zor and Jerireh, 


Alaowites 
There has been an increase of tension between French and Syrians in the 


Mohafazat, On the evening of the 3st August parties of unarmed Treuch 
1 crvantaires were fired on by civilians. One Alaouite Aeenontaire no, was 


killed and two other ranks slightly injured. British troops intervened and a 
‘curfew was imposed, The initial canse of the trouble was the continued ocespa- 
tion of the barracks by the French, in open violation of their agreement. to hand 
them over to the Syrians, General Humblot has ignored the request made to him 
by the Beitish Military authorities in this matter. On the 3rd September 
Alanuite 4 cenantaires showed signs of breaking bounds to avenge the attack, 
‘and the situation was made more diffcolt. by the arrival of French rifles, light 
mochine-cons and mortars. A British cordon was placed round the garrison and 
both sides warned of the consequences of trouble. The Syrian Government were 
asked to prevent the threatened arrival of 300 Syrian troops at Tartous on the 


= 
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4th September and though they denied that this move had heen ordered, they 
agreed in any case not to move troops there at present. 


Lebanon 


The new Lebanese Government confronted. the Chamber. for the first time 

on the 3rd September Prime Minister's declaration of policy closely 
followe: ady indicated by him see Weekly Political 
8 y No, 177 of the 21st August). The outstanding speech in the ensuing 
ebate was that of Habib Abi Chabla, who criticised the statement 

as being to full weralities, like previous ministerial dee 

the following points -— 


(1) Outstanding questions which mnat te settled with the French 
included the withdrawal of the Sireté aux Armées and. postal, censorship, 
retention of which appeare wer justified, and the transfer of the 
Tripoli Refinery and the Hi The Lebanese nation d 
all foreign troops: should. be from Le 
Tinguish 5 onnecte 
with t ices i Lebanese 
independence, and r j with the war and 
od from the former. mandatory régime all these troops should 
now be withdmun, (8) Questions which } ly asked the Govern 
ment regarding civil aviation and oil refineries had remained unanswered. He 
had heard rumours that a. concession. wi ranted for 
similar lines to one granted before the war under the mand 
clearly roferred to Haifa). Such a concession would not respond to the present 
needs of the Lebanon. (4) Finally, the Palestine Witally concerned all 
Arab countries, expecially. the Lebanon, and e called the Arab 
question. He did not understand why the Arab 
disctiie it TL Was unfortunate that certa 
he creation of a Zionist State in. Pale 
the goodwill of the surrounding Arab countries 
nto the Lebanon and th 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, in reply to the debate, stated that h 
received from the French authorities the mmo axsuratices ax had been given 
predecessor, namely, that French troops would be withdrawn simultanconsl 
‘with Britinh, and tht he was taking up the matter with the British authorities 
tine, this question was occupying his mind and that of the 
and the utinost efforte were being expended on it.  Negotiat 
wore alroady in progress with Allied authorities for the lifting of war-t 
testrictions 
‘On the 4th September the Lebanese Chatber of Deputies unanimously 
passer! a Bill for the ratification of the United Nations’ Charter. Present at 
the session twas a delegation of six United States Congressmen, who are paying 
i visit to the Middle who left for Syrin on the following day 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed this Legation that the 
Lebanese President has already been in touch with Traq and with « view 
to the Arab League being to discuss the Palestine question, in the 
Tight of the resolutions to the Zionist Conference and of President Truman’s 
declaration. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs has explained that the Lebanese 
Government feels well placed to take the initiative in this matter because the 
Lebanon. is the only Arab State,with a Christian President and, moreover, 
geographically closest. to Palestine, from which country Zionist infiltration is 
believed already to have begun 
The former Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Abdul Hamid 
Karami and Henti Pharion, have formed a new political party, named the 
“Independent purty,” to which they claim twenty-eight Deputies have already 
adhered. The party comprises most of those elements which consider Riad Soth's 
roup as being too extremist—or who differ from him for personal reasons. The 
held its first meeting ont 
‘One of the first acts of the new Lebanese Government was to sign a decree 
appointing Edmand Abuhandeh as head of the Lebanese Sireté Although the 
Siireté was handed over by the French to the Lebanese in June of last vear, little 
progress has heen made fn its development, Until this week no official had been 
appointed to direct its activities 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Bevin —(Reesived Vet October.) 
(No. 378) 
Sir, Bagdad, \bth September, 1945. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 320, Confidential, of the rd August, 
1944, I have the honour to transmit herewith my annual report on the Heads of 
Foreign Missions in Iraq for 1945, 

T have, &e 
G. H. THOMPSON. 


Fancloware in No. 1 
Report on Heals of Foreign Missions in Bagdad 1949, 
Suudi Arabia. 


Assad al Fgh, Maine (9th Slay, 104) 
‘wad Syria theodly and 
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‘snd Tarte und has travelled extensively in 

fable «fairly llegstion 40th Ban Fran 

‘oom rutnoured he Ino be 


Soviet Union, 
‘Grigor THaviteh Zales, Sn 


PA a Hadras Bog, Minis (hc Yobrons 


agin boi 

joe. Me eponks soe. Persian. M-_ aliney 
frermally has pve sanyo get ot with, having 
"han sense of hannour, but Tin oud ie stat 


inh, ok as the Miniter’ negro 
Eats ecoeavos when the wiaion was Bet 





































































































Syria 
Tah wl Din 
Diplomatic relations were oponed, wit 
rat time in 1045 bythe xt 


1 up hi pont on th 
Din te «planet and 
rey than 

‘radiated t 


Turkey, 
M. Nobil ty, Miniter (170 tune 1043}, 
M. Haty apoat fone ont il 

rdlentinl cm hin uri ty 
fof forthe 


w accredited to 


Bei 
ME Bighart Gwe Atiniser (20h Api, 1045 
sala Miniter 0 hr we he een 
fo iam. very Gallo Belgian, api » spread alin 
Aiden Wh stand a sera aon the 

taling he 


Mr i Tieh-Twng, tote (Hh Api, 1044 
Mr. a awe bowie bn thie Diplomatic Sarvioe we 

1901 sale verve I andar for yer 

‘hich pra he ste a Reortary ih Chas 


sé nt ngreenble menor 
iat thin your 
a'AMaton a teri Mr. ¥ 
Jo, Mend Heeretary tothe Tenet 
olla wife, Dit are anvil 
slightly pathetie. They both 
on Bitgtah. oman 


Czechoslovakia. 
Mh 


lntor (120h pei 1044) 
where he weaken He h 
atte Mapa. hen Cound nn ons 


De MAB. © Konamark: Chant (Affaires 
(Rs Je 0 st AAS 


Diited States 
1s Mowe, Changs dl Affaires od intern 


of Middle Baste Atal bn the 
es Hi al 
in Iraq.” No new Head of ‘Mision 
nominated arc i i tlie 


“rae expansion wod participation in capital deve 
nau ied ture irritation 


Iraq but resident elsewhere, 


Dr, Foosuaath ves at Tehran and seldou visite 
aga Hebe trendy 


‘tends nll diplomatie funetloa. Ite has sor 
foamy yourn tthe Var Rast sit haw troreded 
extonaively fo Chine and Burma 


Netherlands 
The Minlter, Dy. D. 1. C. Vieare ws transferred, 


tu Ril renin 104.” Hie voce han a So 


Poland, 
M- Th. Konsalhiw shi, Chared dA tir, 
The Polidh Legation at a 


Sweden. 
Dr. G. Serving, Chargé WAMaires ad interne 
D4. Sesring, eho rondo in’ ‘Tebrom, han bewo 

Cheret WAfairoe sso the toall ot Me. 8. 1 

‘outs to Sweden in Fly last He haa tok wo far 

somied Raga 
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Mr. Thompron to Mr. Becin—(Receiced 8th October) 


(Wo, 398), 

Sir, 
HAVING been responsible in some 
i Government to gri 


Bayidasl, 26th September, 10%. 


degree for advising a rather reluctant 
the nettle of entering into dip! 


into diplomatic intercourse 


the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, it has been « matter of particular 


interest to me 


ly 10 observe the manner in which the new Russia 


Legation has fared since its establishment here in February last. Materially 


speaking, its beginnings were difficult 


‘The search for suitable premises was 


3 


protracted, furniture and fittings had to be imported or locally constructed at 
enormous cost, office equipment arrived but slowly, and it-was no easy natter 
for M. Zaitsey or his staff to secure cars for their transport. However, aiter some 
uncomfortable weeks these and other minor difficulties were ironed out with the 
expenditure of several thousand pounds 0 that the legation to-day ix a xoing 
concern and, so far as I have been able to gather, a pretty happy ane: Ido not 
know the exact strength of the staff, but the minister is very proud of the achool 
he has established for their children, who number a dozen of more. 

2 From the beginning, our relations with the Russians have been extremely 
cordial: The minister is a cheerful, pleasant little man with a senso 
His wife, a comfortable country type, has simurtened up noticeably since co 
to this shabby capital, and no longer commits the gaffes of inexperience, 60 
fs appearing at an evening reception ina hat. This sort of thing was, of 
never of any importance, except that it provided the excuse for foolish 
in the background, and was consequently better avoided. Mane. Za 
earning English, her progress lately having been fairly rapid, thanks, I believe 
to the artival trom Some of « young. woman secretary who though ever 

wioualy out of Russia, speaks cuit tongue fdently. and now accompanies her 
PrShofess"on most wx occasions: OF the Yew af the Tegation, Me finn; the 
‘counsellor, ix the ane we know best, A rather sinister personality, he is popularly 
eplited to be the secret powor bebind the throne. He speake Kglish slowly, bt 
quite well, and has always been most courteous anid amicable in his contacts 
With us, though acarcoly forthcoming: and excessively cations, Noither ho wor 
bis minister allow themselves to he drawn into any political discussion of any 
sort or kind, maintaining in this respect a traly admirable 
‘ap, and with the reservation that. [have nover so far foutid myself om the opposite 
side of their barricade, T consider the Zaitéovs and the Klimovs pleasant ane 
intelligent people. 

3. In the eyes af the Tragis. however, the Soviet Legation ie « somewhat 
menacing iustitotion. To the well-to-do majority, it reprevents the vanguard 
‘of n mysterious aud ruthless aggression, They aro uneasy at having the Riumiann 
‘in occupation of Persian territory on theie very borders, especially in. the violnity 
of troubled Kurdistan. Recently Iraqi apprebeasions have been incressed by 
hows items concerning Russian ambitions 1n the Straits and the Mediterraneon, 
fan by reports of thele attitude in the discossions of the five foreign miniktora 

‘hen the rich, and the ultea-conscrvative religions loaders, are fearful of local 
Communist intrigues which, rightly or wrongly, they firmly believe art 
inspired by the logation. The fact ix that the Irnqis in political, official and 
propertied circles are afraid of the creeping shadow from the torth. Filta 
displays in the wide garden of M. Zaitse's olficial residence, ilasteating ws they 
do the formidable military might of Rosia, do nothinyr to allay: apprekension— 
in the stillness of the desert night one oan’ almost hear te measured tramp of 
those magnificont columns through the Red Square. ‘There ix o growing fooling 
thot Stalin. is more Tsarist than the emperors ever were, This svspicion ix rein 
forced hy factors peculiarly operative mn any backward, but changing. oriebtal 
land. Longestablished and powerful vested interests, tribal and urban, foar 
Net Rowan inlunces ad tus, Mens may undermine. ont otinately rab 
then of. their age-old privileges and perquisites Thus, aby overdue move for 
the amelioration of the fellah’s lot or of working conditions in the towns is all 
{oo frequently amocinted in reactionary minds with the dynamism that emanates 
from Moscow. Here. as elsewhere, the fevered imagination of the privilognd 
Aetects a Learded Bolshevik: peering round every corer, 
4. In contrast to the above, there can ty no doubt that to the young 
effendi "* aud to many of the working poor the Soviet is of absorbing interest, 
As we learnt to our cost during the melancholy decade that preceded the second 
world war, yonth in particular in this country i attracted by novel slogans 
and posturings, by the mass evolutions of uniformed thousands, by the hawlingn 
of semi-deified leaders. ‘They like newsreels of huge, white rectangular buildings, 
of great industries humming with activity, and so on and #0 forth. Yesterday 


ntally, is one reason 
rms of the Foreign Office eatumuniqué 
ferences with His Majesty's representatives 
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in the Middle East, for it referred to the ‘financial, economic and social."* needs 
Of the area in question. ‘Too long, it seems to me, have we' refrained in-out 
official pr 
of the ord 
Now that 


app 

‘emphasising the m 
favour the many, still la 
better life for the 


the Swastika, must always have 
responsibilities here, will inevit 
5, In the above connexion, I have for some months endeavoured, with the 
‘assistance of our spevialist services, to ascertain to what, if any, extent the coming 
of the Russians has complicated our task in Iraq, described by Sir K. Cornwallis 
t difticult States in the world to govern. NF my enquiries 
ling tesults. While there ix all ton much evidence of silly anti- 
British criticism and talk generally on the part of certain of my American 
colleagues, no whisper hay renched me of similar activity by the Rassians. That 
M, Zaitsev and his subordinates are active is undeniable—they entertain quite 
‘a lot and they welcome at the Soviet Legation guests not usually seen elaew! 
such as junior Teaqi officials from this of that obscure bureat, schoolmasters, 
young journalists, aus other rather humble folk. But of any so-called subversive 
fotivitien L have up to-date found no trace, And the British head of the Lraqi 
Criminal Investigation Departinont ht to 
the notice of thi 
y, cae any of the 
ed in their favour,” 


wes of 
plain welt of the United 
while we all know too much about “* Colonel ” 
ited States Steel 
we searched in vain for wine that the Sos 
that organ of the vernaoul 
Traqi individual, again no d 
‘& Tam couse pining 
4 none the 
us at sone of Iter 
It frantage, wo ght up in an of 
of queer intrigues aud manauvres, such ax weemingly enliven the dipbaaue be 
in Perv But 1 hope not. Meanwhile, | think that our only policy here in 
dealing with the Russia o be frank and friendly, for there is nothing in out 
felations with Traq that calls for concealment or equivocation. And T believe 
that itis only by friendliness and frankness, coupled ae circumstances may dictate 
With firmness. that wo can hope to overoome the suspicions and. defensive 
Paychology. of our allies which, combined an it is with what Lord Vansittart 
ace described ap the "Old. Adam." element in human natnre, imakes them 
difficult, axl indeed incalonlable, to handle by western standards” 
7. Tam sending copies of thie dexpatch to the General Officer Com: 
and the Air Officer ‘Commanding, as well as to the Office of the Minister Resident 
T have, &. 
GH. THOMPSON. 





(B 7406 6265/65) Nos 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Bevin. (Received 8th October.) 


a 
"1 HAVE the honour to refer to Eastou! Department's letter of the 


Bagdad, 2th September, 1945. 


‘8th September on the subject of communism i a 
memorandum onthe Traqh Communist party which k Soe Rot i 


2, "Tiagree’ generally with this memorandum, bat desire to make vértain 
reservations: I do not consider, for instance, tht the statement in paragraph 3 
that “the conditions of the railway workers are probably much higher than in 
any other form of organised labour in Iraq” is true. AL the time of the strike 
in April of this year it was considered that wages which the unskilled labourers 
‘were then drawing (abcut £4 a month) were quite They certainly 
‘compared unfavourably with the wages paid by, for example. the oil companies, 
and the director-general, Iraqi State Railways, was advised accordingly at the 
time. I raised this matter again with Colone! Smith on his recent return from 
the United Kingdom, Apart from’ the duty which, in my view, is always 
incumbent on us to use our influence to raise the level of the people and to assure 
‘them #0 far as possible of ** freedom from want,"” we have a special responsibility 
im the matter of the railways, inasmuch as the dite eral and all the seni 

wes quite 
justifiably criticism of Brit 

3. As regards " communixm 
opportunity of impressing on Ministers and all responwible Iragin with whan 
thay come in cobtact that their fir line of defence agains! commaltam Wa 
advanced social. program! vay, only flourishon 
discontented countries line of argument has become more ‘than ever 
appropriate since the establishment of the Russian representation here, and the 
fears of offcially-inspired "" Communist propaganda ”—vn far as T am aware +0 
far unfounded—to which it has give rise - 

4. There are nighs that progress ix being made on the social front. ‘The 
Iraqi Government have just decided to appoint an experienced Britixh adviser to 
the stall of Lhe Ministry of Social Affairs to deal exclnsively with labour problems, 
husving selected ax a candidate Major Boyd Smith of Paiforce. The Ministry 
has also been most receptive to advice tendered hy the British Army Labour and 
Pioneor Department in regard to the establishment of labour exchanges and the 
‘amendment of the Labour Law. ‘There is also in existence & Cent 
Committee under the chai 


come soar 
struggle and the bitterhons 

10 that the 

Conference would place the Iraqi Government in an awkward 

Position. It is perfectly true that many so-called.“ Comnuniste are metals 
extreme zelewing nau nalists who, no longer being able to belabour the Faseiste 
and Nazis, naturally attack tis as being the predominant foreigners in the countey, 
tinue to do.so a8 long ax wo have an interest, scinetimes 4 congrollhig, 

, in a0 many concerns bere, such ax the railways and the pore “On, the 
‘contrary. I consider that a Middle East’ Labour Conterence be concrete 
Proof of the interest which we take in the social advancement of the peoples uf 
the Middle East, Lam sure ton. that the Government of Tray would Aapond by 


sending a delegaiion. which would adequately represent nol. only ‘4 
‘Goreraiment hat sls the workers of the country’ "°Pree™s ht only the Iraqi 
T have, &e 


G. 1. THOMPSON, 


Knelosure in No, 3 


pei draq Communist Party, 
PLEASE refer to your 791/16/45 of the 22nd Sepvembor, 1945. 
2. The pamphlet enclosed in your letter undor reference is but one of many’ 
Published by the so-called Iraq '* Communist" party, It was commented po 
(32429) 3 
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our Security Summary No. 75, period the Ast May; 1945-1st June, 1945,-para- 
graph 6(c), and many cominents on the growth of the Labour and Communist 
Toovements in Iraq have been quoted in this and other Security Summaries. The 
original paiophlet is a Qaida public ‘which we hold the copies in Arabic, 
Towns widely distributed daring the last week of May 1943 in Basra, Bagdad 
and at nearly all stations on te Iraq State Railways... The translation itself 
in all probability came from the ditvotorgeneral of railways with whom 
use. the matter at the tin 
The allegations con pamphlet are extremely. exaggerated, 
and but-few of the attacks sand the railways administration ae 
‘avail justified, in fact ‘of the: railway strike, the conditions 
of the railways workers are probably much higher than in any other form of 
I labour. in Iraq, It is unfortunate it ie trne that certain. of the 
sid down in the Lraq Labour laws are contravened by: the railways 
adininistration, but it iv also true that they are contravened to the advantaxe of 
the workers. ‘This fact is entirely lost sight of in the many tiradex published by 
these so-called” Communints.”” Tt in not easy to give answets in a low words to 
the questions in your letter, but we will endeavour to da this ax briefly ax possible 
hereunder: 

4. All that can be said as to the present strength of the Iraq Communist 
arty in that it very definitely exceeds in memberships 6,000, Ite headquarters 
1 1h Bagdad, but it hax aubysections in all the large towns and in tany of the 
amallor. “Its influence has been increasing xteadily aw far as Labour is concerned. 
Ttvaleo has ve Rroup amonyt lawyers, particularly the Law Colle, tn the 
‘artny, amongat the school tevelioes and more advanced students and, of coarse, it 
all the various unions. 

‘The Iraq Communist party has no legal standing and the provisos in the 
Bagdad Penal Code wake any form of comuuniste an llenco againat the Crown 
Uniots, however, are in certain cases legal anda mumber of then have been 
rogintered singe Septomber 1044, 

8. Hero it in worth while uoting the activities of Mobat 
al Qazzaz. In 1924 this man mado an application to the M 
for pertoission to open a Labour olub.. This was refused. Meetings under this 
man continued until. 1920, when the Government uthorised the formation of 
trade. society, of which Quzzax was president. In 1932 this socioty waa Closed 
down by Mizahim al Pachachi, then Minister of the Interior, na a result of ita 
organising an internal strike: Qazzaz was arrested and ordered to live cutaide 
Bagdad. In 1082, however, am enyincers’ society was formed under Qazvar, and 
Jn 1983 this sooiety. was changed to the Labour Union Society. This continued 
until the middle of 1935, whe ho slay war declared illegal a the Government 
‘and, later in the year, the president and leading mombers of the committee were 
arrested and exiled.  fow days later the society was closed and several inembers 
Wore artested, having been caught distributing’ paraphlets urging the people to 
declare a general aitike. From this period until the autumn of \D64- the 
Government did not sanction the formation of any legal Labour mover 

7. The Latour movement came back logaliy in September 1044 whet the 
Railways Workers’ Union was sanctioned by: the Government. At the first 
meeting of the Railway Workers’ Union on the 7th November, 1944, Hushien 
Jowad of the International Labour Office was in the chair and advinistrative 
‘and supervising conmnittoos wore elected. Ali Shukur wns elected president with 
Abboud Hauza 4 sworetary; a committer of soven was inangurated and. h 
auperviings committee of twelve persons wax also olected. Amongst these bine 
teen persons Were tnany agitators and so-called Communists,” ‘This comfarttec 
lasted until the railway strike early this year, when the union was closed by the 
Government. ‘Thowzh now iMegal, it is stil operating underground. aud. 
‘exercising great pressure on the Government to be allowed to operate once aya 

8. There are twelve other unions of which some of the stronger are” the 
Meghanice’ Union, the Weavers’ Union, the Shoemakers’ Union, the Cigarctte 
Factory Workers” Union, All these have at times caused trouble te thete 
‘employers and have featured in the illegal publications of Al Qaida grou 

9. To summarise Iraq’s Labour maveaent, it may be said that there is 
& growing Labour conscience, but that in the main thelr efforts are oftew mie 
Mitected yy unserupulous persons, particularly the Quida group, 

10, Reference paragraph 3 of your above quoted letter, it should be noted 
that should: Middle East Labour Conference be convened it will probably place 
the Iraq Government in rather an awkward ape ‘op. Undoubtedly, not only 
Persons of integrity such as Hashim Jewad would wish to attend such a 


conference, but also many: of the extremist. riff-rafl should they come to 
the fore in the various unions, Manv of these people call. themselves, ‘* Com 
munists,”” but they have no-Jegal standing and they are:in essence, in the main, 
heir own Government and in particular against what they call British 
imperialism. Any such meeting would undoubtedly be a little stormy, and were 
it sponsored by the Ministry of Labour and National Service might place both 
onrselves and the Iraqi Government. in, the queer. w 

11. It is regretted that, though we have answered the questions contained 
in your letter, we leave the picture far from completed, _ It has, however, served 
to bring to our notice the fact that London has quite obviously got some pecoliar 
ideas on Labour and communism in rag, We therefare hope to product a paper 
‘covering the subject more fully in the course of the next week or #0. 

12.” Lreturn herewith the photostat copy of the et, and. should you 
wish to see the Arabic original or. any other of Q: numeraan clandestine 
Poblications, we are in a position to provide you with them, 

P. REX MARRIOTT, 
Defence Steurity Offer, 


Bagdad, 2th September, YAS, 


(N 13970/10765/38) Not 
Sir I. Stonchewer-Bird to Mr: Béoin—(Received 16th October.) 


Bins eh Rog, 3rd October, VOX 
IN connexion with your despatch No= 282 of the {3th September waking for 
information about the Communist part 1 hnve the honour to invite 
fattention. to Me. ‘Thompaos Q and 403, of the 20th and 
Sain Septenter reporting on Teveian activities and comin in Tea 
2. From theae despatches it will be seen that although communism, o& some: 
thing passing under that name, bas a considerable following in this cousitry. there 
fe at present no evidenee that the Iraqi Communists are directed by or-in ‘contact 
with Rinesia or aay organisation ontetde ia 
me, 
TUGiE STONEHEWER-BIRD. 



















































































CHAPTER II.SYRIA AND THE LEBANON 


(IN $4024 /1067/38) No.5 


Mr. Young to Me. Hevin.(Reevbeed Vth Vetoder,) 


(No, 181). 
Sir, Beieut, 5th October, VHS. 
IN reply’ to your despatch No. 200 of the 18th September regarding the 
relations between the local Communist parties and Moscow, T have the honour to 
inform you that there is little to add on this subject to the reports already 
Curniahed in my despatches Noe, 87 of the Sth March, 71 of the 6th May and 106 
of the 2h Jae, 
2° Tho information i the possession of this Legation. suggests tbat the 
uswers 10 the questions coutarned in paragraph & of your Gespalch under 
‘ference are as follows 


(@) and (0) Vory little, except in 40 far ax the newspapers run by the local 
Comnuinist parties follow general Soviet directives in commenting on 
world affairs 

(©) The Syrian and Lebanese Comin martics are in close touch and 
Frequently hold meetings in eo mit-are not known to have any 
particular relations with ist partion in neighbouring 
countrien, 

( The ncknowiedged leader of the Syrian Communist party, Khalid 
Bagelash; ix Moscow:trained, bat no indications have been received 
that any ‘Communists have recently returned to thie country from 

nia, 


8. As has previously been pointed out, the Syrion and Lebancee Communist 


arties are little more than trades uuion organisations, and except in the case af 
‘x fow wninfluential individuals their members have no knowledge of, or sympathy 
with, Communist ideology. 
Thave, de. 
‘G. P. YOUNG 


[1B 8322/8/89) No.6 


Mr. Shone to Mr, Herin.—(Recetord 2nd November.) 


Beirut, 20th October. 1946. 
Young’» telegram No. 984 of tho 

conversation with the Lebanese President, 1 have the 

honour to report that information received: from British sources in all parte 
of Syria during the past two months hos indicated a marked recent increase 
of talk in favour of the institution of a monarchy in Syria, especially amongst 
the tribal and Alaoaite leaders, ia Homs and Hata, in Aleppo and in the Jebel 


_ 2. ‘The Monarchist jesue has been latent in Syria since the Freach expelled 
King Faisal in 1920, but until lately there fas been much difterence of opinion 
as to the choice of candidate for the throne. Tt has naw, however, became clear 
that the Amir Abdullah of Transjordan enjoys more support than any other 
claimant, partly, no doubt, on account of the propazanda and discreet distribu. 
tion of largesse in which he appears to have been indulging, and partly because 

is accession would directly contribute towards the realisation of the Greater 
Syria project, which makes strong appeal to some Notionalist circles. ‘The 
aut of Traq, who at one time appeared to be a potential rival, is now mn 
mentioned in this connexion and seems to have few supporters: and other possible 
‘candidates, such as Faisal, Tbn Saud, have faded into the backgroun 
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3. Most of the so-called Monarchists have oaly a vague conception of what 
monarchy would imply and little real enthusiasm for the Amir Abdullah or 
‘any other candidate; and their profession of Monarchist ideas, where not merely 
‘an emanation of that fickleness and love of change which is s0 pronounced a 
Syrian characteristic, may be accounted chiefly a measure of their dissatisfaction 
‘with the present régime. ee 
4. Since the Troupes Spéciales were transferred in August, Franco-Syrian 
relations, for the first time in many years, are no longer in the forefront of 
ublio interest, which has tended in consequence to concentrate on internal a 
‘These: have given little canse for satisfaction. ‘Since 1943 Syrian political life 
hhas been dominated by the National boc, whose policy of 8 opposition 
to the French has best interpreted popular sentiment. Tavernments 
have been chosen from amongst its members and have consequently contained 
an unduly high proportion of cenes. The bloe M ave, for the sant 
Dart, no special aptitude for administration and, in a 
‘occupied in external affairs, s0 that no Government 
the administration or in promoting the urgently req 
this same preocaupation has prevented. the President and the Min 
undertaking those extended tours of. the provinces. which nro-s0 
Syria is over to acquire a national spirit. The provincial Mohafezes are mostly 
men who had previously been seen. in. the rile of subordinater 10. the French 
provincial officials, and consequently: lack prestige; snd: the security services, 
Wehich aro only now beginning to emerge from the chnok into which they were 
thrown by tho events of Jaxt May. and the subsequent mass slesertions of the 
Troupes Spéciales, are not yet an effective instrament. Throughout the pro 
therefore, there ix widespread Inck af respect for the authority of the Government 
‘and a tendency to regard. in as a" Damascus racket,” bent on furthering. the 
interests of the bloc rather than of the country av'a whole. Hence the fooling 
that any régime is proferable to the present one, 
5. Monarchist. advocates, bexides dwelling on the: shortcomings described 
in the provious parageaph, adiduce the following arguments = 
(@) That the republican form of government wax foisted on Syrii! by the 
French, and ie quite unsoited 10 the country’s need, wince ite effect 
ig merely to place the power in the hand* of an nnreprewntative 
oligarchy 
(6) That parliamentary: government in Syria ie unworkable on” account of 
the feudal organisation of the country. which makes it impracticable 
to hold elections on anything like a’ true democratic bans 
(o) That the Lebanon, Syrin. Transontan and Palestine are historically 
‘and economically one tinit, and should be united under one ruler. 


6, ‘That the Syrian President is seriously exercised at the growth of the 
Monarchist movement was shown, even before hin conference with the Lebanow 
President, reported in Mr. Young’s tologram under reference, by the fact that 
ho raised the question in the conrse of recent interviews with three separate 
British officials. In each case he began by enquiring what a British icin! would 
oply if asked whether His Majesty's Government preferred Syrin to be at 
monarchy or a repablic. On being told on each occasion that the reply would 
naturally be that this matter concerned the Syrian people and not un, he gave 
each an almost identical disertation on the them tht this policy. tne not in 
conformity with British interests and that, ‘ince 1 was well known that an 
‘exprestion of British views would aifect pul inion in this matter more thin 
‘any other factor, we should abandon thie neutral attitude in favour of a mo 
active sapport for himself and his régime, at least on the lives that a chang 
Of régime was inespedient a0 long as Franco Syrian relations remained unresolved 
His main arguments were as follows :— 


re given to a Hashimite, Thn Saud would be 

if it went to.n son of Ibn Saud, the Hashimites! would 

and if to am, Egyptian, prince; euch ae Mohamed 
ites and the Saudis would be disgruntled, 
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() Finally, the great, advantage of Shukri Quwatli, himself was that he 
had come to power through the will of the people and had not been 
imposed on Syria by the British; whereas King Faisal and the Emir 
Abdullah bad beet: so imposed hy ns, and King Farouk was known 
to be maintained on his throne by us... Thus, when the President 
carried out his policy of close collaboration with ourselves, the effect 
was infinitely: greater. 

7. The Monarchists have, naturally: not serupled to. siggest that their 
schemes have British support; for example, Kanzi Bakri, who recently. visited 
Transjordan with a group of Opposition Syrian Depaties; and saw the British 
Resident at Amman, gave it out on his return that the tatter had indicated British 
support for the claims of the Amir Abdullah, although reports frem the Resident 
show that he carefully avoided any expression of opinion and, indeed, refused 
to discuss the matter. A repott reached the Syrinn President that certain By 
alicrs had been indulging’ in pro-Hashimite propaganda’ it has heen possible 
to convince him that this report was unfounded, but, Ih addition, iosttnetions 
hhavo been sent to His Majesty's consuls and political officers by Uhis loation 
and to all military formations by the ‘British military muthorities, to refuse to 
discuss the Monarchist question ‘with anyone. 

8. On the other hand, the President's contention’ that British views on 
the question, if known, would have x slecisive effec, is probably. well founded. 
For ‘the ‘moment, with the formation of Saadullah Fabri's new. Ministry. 
Mooarebist talk has died down ; but there will undoubtedly be a recrudescence 
in the near future unless another crises with the French blows up. ‘Since it 
in clonrly undesirable: that tho: internal situation in Svrin should be further 
ermplicted by thie ime at the present tin, thore would” sem toe. some 
advantages is Intting it be known locally that, in the British view. the pres! 
in not the time to raike i€ -Iishould be glad to receive your instructions bn this 
point. 

9. Lam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty"s Ambassadors 
at Cairo and Bagdad, the High  Conmissioner for Palestine. His: Majesty's 
Minister at Jedda and. the Middle Kast Office in Cairo, 

T have. &e 
TERENCE SHON, 





No.7 
Mr, Bevin to M. Mansigti 


r Foreign 0} 
Your Uxcallony, 13th December, 1945. 
WITH reference 10 tho discussions on the problems of the Levant and the 
Middle East. which. were begun between M. Bidau! 
T how havo the honour to inform your Excellency 
in the United Kingdom apres to the terms of the two documents aneved hors 
regarding the evacuation of British and French forces from the Levant States 
and regarding the situation in the Middle East, 
2d [ate Excelloncy’s Government likewise accept the terms of these 
{ocuments this note and your reply to that effect, will be regarded as entablishing 
the agreement of the two Governments in this matter 


Enclosure 1 in No. 7 


BRITISH and French military exports will meet at Beirut on the 
21M December, 1945, to draw up the details of programme for crtuatinn by 
stages, with a corresponding regrouping of forces. 

One of the objects of this discussion will be to fix # very eatly date on which 
the withdrawal will begin. 

14 saundderstood that the etacuation of Syria shall be curried out pati 
in such uway ax to be completed ot the same time by the British and Preach forces, 


u 


f ch a way that it will 
eee wah oe etc ctie es a 
ieee Sa yered to discuss the dispositions to be jointly agreed upoo 
re eepe 
et ae nat a at asa 
oe 


London, \isth December, WOA5. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 7 


nent of the Freoch Republic and Hix Majesty's 
gdm, baviggexambed te aitoation in ihe Midale 
inated by the same intention to do what i« required 
¢ that the independence which hax been promived to the countries 
I be assured and respected, 
wwernmenta are ngreed that it ix in their mutual interest to promote, 
with Sovernments te ewouomis wal eng of the peoples 
Of this region in conditions of peare and sdeurity, They will exchange information 
Sr tnay te rogare egarding the tet mean ty which i ject tay te aad 
Uber devire that by such exchangre of information they 
d divorgencies of policy which might impair their mutual i 


Government affirms its intention of cing nothing to spr! it the interests or 


responsibilities of the other in the Middle Rast, having full gard to the politioal 
status of the countries in question, ee 
Tt ie in this spirit that they will examine any proposals submitted to. the 


United Nations Organisation on the subject of collective security, 


London, V8th December, W943, 





(E 8083/8 /80) No.8 
0) 


i xtracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 170, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Batra September, Weise itecreed in Foreign Offer 25th October) 


General. 

NTEREST in both countries has been coutred during the past week on the 
mmesting ih London of Iiitshrepreenativs from the Addl Eas ad mach 
speculation has taken place, both im the press aud in. political cincles, as to the 
‘Hect of thee discussions on Uhe probleme of the Levant and of Palestine 


Economic, 

‘Total purchases for the period the Ist-7th September, 1945, amount to 
706 ts, & daly ‘erage of 11118 tons, which heings the total purchase for the 
1945-46 crop up to 140,908 tons, 


Syria—Damaseus. 
qv lidays have much restricted public business dnring the week 
She position with mae to the new: Syrian Cabinet remains obscure, Tt is 
reported that the resignation of Lutfi Hafiar has not heen accepted by the 
President, though be has not yet. appeared in his olfice to take up his work; at 
fone time it a Ukely that he woudl init on his resignation being accepted 
and that the Ministry of the Interior would be taken over by Sabri el Assali. 
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‘he uncertain postion of the presant Government and the unfavourable 
impression crested ‘by the recent attacks in the Chamber have resulted 
widespread demands for the dissolution of the Chamber and new elections, and 
considerable speculation on electoral reform and codstitutional changes. It seems 
certain that the Monarchist elements have gained: considerable ground and 
Opposition elements are erystallisings round Jamil Mardam. While a personal 
reconciliation bas been effected tetwoen Jamil and Saadallah Sabri, i is nat 
ikely to mean any degree of political co-operation and considerable poli 
dificulties are. probable. during! the course of ‘the next few. month The 
administrative machine has, during the last few weeks, been even less effective 
than usual; this is particularly evident in the Ministry of the Interior owing 
to the absence not only of the Minister but alao of the Director-General, who is 
now acting as Chief of Police; but a similar state of affairs also exists in other 
departments, and half of the Ministries have not yet prepared their budgets. 
‘The General Oificer Commanding British Troops, 
Briagdier-General Staff were reveived by the Prime Minister and 
Defence on the Sth September, when the following subjects were 


(i) The General Officer Commanding subwaitted a proposal providing for the 
participation by the Syrian army tn the work at present being dove 
Bua force in the Jezireh. ‘The proposals were readily accepted by 
the Syrians 
(ii) ‘Tho General Oficer Commanding referred to the recent attacks on three 
which had resulted in the death of one of 
he Government: to take’ action against the 
‘ho Prime Minister agreed to arrange for an enquiry to 
nd for the necemary action to be taken 
‘The prominent pro-Monarchists, Fawal Bahri Pasha, Assad Bakri, Said 
Mahisen and others Visited Amman before the Bairam and wore received by the 
‘Arie, Abdullah 
Sharp rivalry between the trade Unionists and Communists became evident 
At the meting of the Syndicates Union beld in Damascus at the enud of Inst roonth 
‘An'n result the Government have reconsidered their decision to approve of Syrian 
participation in the Titernational Trades Union Conference at Paris, and for 
tho aame reason the celebration of Syrian, latonr day on the @th September’ was 
owtponed 


Alaowites 

‘The situation in both Lattakia and ‘Tartous remains unchanged. ‘Tension 

scarcely a day passes without some minor incident. 

Dissatisfaction with the present régime in Syria seems to be growing, and there 

in evidence of increasing sympathy for the idea of a monarchy, though, as 

eewhero in Syria, there is no general agreement arto the person of the proposed 
king or the form the régime should take, 

‘The Lattakia press has been running a campaign against Suleiman Murshed. 
‘The political officer hax pointed out to the Mobafer that such a campaign. is 
making it more difficult than ever to reconcile Suanix and Alnouites The 
‘Mobafex has sent a strongly-worded statement to E? Khaba, one of the newspapers 
oncerned, pointing out that gendarmerie investigations ‘have proved that 
Mursbed had had nothing to do with the recent robberies of which the paper had 
eset him and wggesting that such charges should be verified before 
publication, 5 - 

Captain Boussiquet, the notorioas bead of the French political service in 
Lattakia, left on transfer on the Ist September. He bas, however, boon replaced 
by Captain Touzé from Enst Syria, whose reputation is ulso not good 

HM.S. Jervis Joft Lattakia on the Oth September and is not being replaced, 


Lebanon. 

_,, At the sitting of the Lebanese Chamber on the 4th September at which the 
Bil forth radiation of the United Nations Charter was pad (Politic) 

urn No. 178, section 11, suggested | ‘harier 
conflicted with the Covenant of Arab League it ise 
Palestine as an independent Araby State whereas the United Nations 
considers it as mandated territory. After the dehate the Chamber adopted 
resolution stating that their ratification of the United Natious Charter did 


18 


imply any recognition on their partiof the abnormal siteation and temporary 
wey paltine’ and ‘Teanjerdaa, which they rezarded as two independent 
‘Krah countries in accordance with the provisioas of the Covenant of the Arab 
Leszue, and andouncing their determination to pursue their efforts to aid theee 
States to attain sovereigaty 


with the French authori 
controlled services, Fi 


preset, sret the intentio that these 


forces shall Defence, ff the gendarmerie and 
police will be transferred. from the Minister of the Interior. on which they depend 
Bi present, The figures of 2,500 for the army is substantially smaller chan that 
Sugiested by the Lebanese military authorities, who have envisaged a total 
Strength of some 4,000; this the President connidered excessive and to expensive 
for the conatry'¢ small reources. a sets i ear 
Posts and Telegra} ship coased in the Lebanon by agteoment between 
Freoth and Brita night on the 7h September. Other Allied 
security ineastires, sich aa fron Pols, the B.C.C.L. (conteol of visas for the 
Tevant States), the Mieh-Mich internment camp and film censorahip, 
on the 13th September, Britiah military pross censorship is also expected to bo 
‘abolished in the near future. 
‘Negotiations betwoen the American ofl companies aud. the Lebanese Govern 
at regarding the grant of a concession for the erection of two oil refinerien at 
olt are wtated 40 far to be held up by the insistence of the Government, that 
the refineries and their personnel shall pay Lebanes 
maintain that this Would put the refineries at a dimudvantage com 
Haifa refinery; but the Lebanese maintain thot the concession for the latter was 
granted under’ mandatory régime and that its terms cannot therofore be taken 
fsa precedent for a concession to be granted by a fully independent State 
Lebanese Prime Minister hax reinstitnted the Higher Reanomic Council, 
which was suppressed in 1043, 
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Extracts from Weekly Potiticat Summary No. 180, Secret, Syrin and the Lebanon, 
14 September, WAS Reeetnd in Foreign Opice, 2018 Oetober) 


Generel, 
‘The reference in General de Ganlle’« recent statement to The Times regarding 

the Levant States has aroused indignant comments in the press of both countries. 
After a meeting between the Lebanese and Syrian Ministers for Foreign Affairs 
‘inter on tho 15th September iasied 

de Gaulle’s remarks, He declared 


help to 
ther 


», which, be said, had been 
Se eeroe 


eee 
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friendship between Britain and France, bot we deny him the right to make the 
prerogatives of the Middle East States a subject of bargaining for the mninten- 
nice of this friendship,” 
The question of the despatch by the States’ Governments of x joint note 16 

reat Britain and France requesting the evacuation of their troops fron the 
Levant States has continued to figure prominently in the press. _It was discussed 
at the meeting of the two Governments at Bludan on the 12th September and, it 
is understond, by the two Foreign Ministers when they met on the 14th September 
The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs Inter informed this legation that. 
in deference to British representations, the joint notes would not be despatebed, 
least for the present; and, while the Syrian Prime Minister stated that his 
Government had addressed a telegram to their Minister in Paris instructing him 
to inform the French Government that, dx the war was tiow over, the Syrians 
wore unable to see why the evacnation of French troops should be farther delayed 
and, to request that the evacuation should be expedited: and that no similar 
tequest had boon addressed to His Majesty's Government, to whom, however, 
copy of the note to the French Government is apparently to be sent with a request 
that His Majesty's Government should use their good offices to secure compliance 
with its terme. Both Governments continue to display impatience to learn wht 
progross in this matter has been made in London, 


Economic 

‘Total purchases for the period the Sth-16th September, 1945, amount. to 
5,808 tons, « daily average of 589 tons, which brings the total purchase for the 
13-46 crop up to 146,300 


Syria—Damasens, 

‘The Syrian Chamber of Deputies met on the 19th and 16th September an 

draft laws for education, amnesty and taking over the army. ‘The follow 
Ing aro the main pointa of interest raised during the debate 

(0) The Prime Minister wald that the question of # 
uunder consideration, 

(#) Tho Prime Minister said that the Government would pot allow Freach 
‘schools to. reopen. (Thix question ix ow under discussion between 
the British and French authorities) 

(¢) The Prime Minister stated there hind been rumoitrs regarding strategic 
‘bases, frontier modifientions, &e., being under discussion at present 
in London, these wo nt by the world organisation 
under the United y this wax well known, 
‘4s A menstire of reco ernment had addressed a 
randum to the Big Fiv 

(@) The Government were authorised to engage forvign and Arab experts 
for periods not exceeding three years. The debate concluded with a 
sspeoch by’ ch be called for unity and pointed out 
that great offorte were still required (0 ensure the independence of the 
country. Jamil Bey had hoped that this appeal would receive some 
support from the Prime Minister or President of the Chamber, but 
ts waa not forthcoming, 


‘On the whole the ition! situation has somewhat improved during 
the pant week. Urgently required legislation haa been passed and in the comi 
‘month the Government will be ition fo reform and to attend to ite wor 
without embarrassment from the Chamber, Tt was expected that Lutfi Haffar 
would attend the meetings of the Chamber, tut instead of doing s0 he eatised a 
communiqué to be pablished in the press to the effect that he was unable to accept 
office with a Chamber as at present constitated. On the 16th September Sabri 
‘Astali also resigned owing, it i reported. to differences of opinion with the Prime 
Minister, whose weak policy Sabri Assali criticised. 

M. Cuinat, representative in Damascus of the French, Delegation Générale 
‘Was the vietim of an attack by 4 group of youths on the 17th September. Hic 
injuries ate fortunately stight—a knife wennd in the lex. The acting consol 
called upon him and was allowed to read his official report oa. the incident; he 
had been visiting the Fréres Maristes School und wns returning in a horse<cab 
accompanied by a Syrian plain-clothes policeman. when the vehicle was attacked : 
M. Cuinat and the policeman defended themselves and the assailants dispersed 
‘when the policeman fired a couple of shots in the air with his revolver. In hia 


is 


pinion the incident was a clear indication ofthe anarchy prevailing in Damas 
‘bere even police officers were open to attack, bot he admitted that he did not 
belicve that the attack had been intended for liim. ‘The report concluded with, & 
‘Warm tribute to the police officer whose condnet, ad been exemplary. The acting 
‘consul sugested that the real significance of the incident lay in the clear indica 
tion it afforded of the attitude of the Syrians to the reopening of French schools 
and that there might therefore be advantage in postponing the opening for a term 
when the atmosphere might be more favourable. 

‘The desertion at the instigation of their tribal sheikhs of some sixty 
Mharistes at Palmyra (sce section 5 of this report) led the Government. to decid 
that their dismissal was the only possible course. Nuri Tbish, director of the 
Bedouin Control, tendered his resignation at this moment, on the grounds of 
interference by the military in affairs of his department, but was induced by the 
Prime Minister to withdraw his resignation after he had received a satisfactory 
definition of his functions and prerogatives 


Jebel Druze 

‘There has been some disturbance inv the Jebel during the week arising out 
of the alleged murder by the Druze of two mon from the Midani quarter of 
Damascus some two months ago. The official Government report. which stated 
that the murders were committed by semi-nomiad Arabs was not accepted by tho 
Midani quarter, and for some weeks there his been a series of inc 
last week with an attack in Jerramana (near Damasctis) upon some Druze by 
assailants alleged to be from tho Midani quarter. A noisy demonstration of 
considerablo size was staged in Soneida and a «mall party of armed men set out 
for Damascus to avenge the death of the man murdered at Jerramana, Th 
party, however, wax induced to return to Soneida by the Acting Mohafer, Zoid 
Ktrash, and the Syrian Prime Minister bax arranged for a commission of repre 
sentatives of the Druze and the Midani quarter to enquire into the whole affairs; 
oth partios have nccepted the vetting up of the commission and all ix quite For the 
‘moment. 5 


Lebanon, 

A geatleman's agecoment has been reached with the Lebanose Government 
‘under which British pres censorahip in the Lebanon shall be considerably relaxed, 
on the understanding that the Lebanese (Government will do: their utmost to 
tenstire that the press refrains fro publishing material which is either violently 
‘anti-French or of auch a nature as to impair the morale of Allied treopa or reveal 
items of great sevurity interest 

jo agreement hax yet been reached between the Lebanese Government and 
the American oil companies regarding their application for a concession to erect 
fo oil Teineries at Tripoli “The fetaniwe have now put-forward a counter 
proposition and await the American reaction, 

"The Syrian National party (formerly PPS) held « large rally at Baaklin 
in the Chou on the Ith September, On this occasion their inveterate opponents 

sts did not stage a rival demonstration and there were no incidents 
ilude complete Lebanese independener and the abolition of 


(8 7623/5/89) (@) 


Ketract from Weekly Political Summary, No. 181 Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Yor the week ending Bth September, YA5— (Communicated by British 
Legation, Beirut; Received th October), 


1 General 

Poblic interest during the past week. has centred in the varioué reports, 
offciat aud unotferal’ recefted frou Loudon aboot the Middle Fast Reprosenta- 
tives’ Conference and the Conference of Foreign Ministers. These conferences, 
coupled with the report of King Farouk’s visit to Jedda, have yiven rise to a strong 
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impression thot big events are pending, and some uneasiness is being felt about 
what is going on; but while some fear is expressed that Middle Past affairs, 
particularly those affecting the Levant States and Palestibe, will be settled in 
the absence of representatives of the local Governments, there is on the whole 
a feeling of confidence that His Majesty's Government will not fail to take full 
‘account of the Arab point of view. ‘The disclosure of President Truman's letter 
to Mr. Attlee regarding Jewish immigration to Palestine has also aronsed some 
excitement, and there is « tendency in the press of both countries to rate Palestine 
as being in a high state of tension and Table to explede at any moment. It is 
certain that this question will increasingly preoceupy local opinion in the near 
future unless and until the question of the States’ relation with the French 
‘cotnes to the forefront. 


Economie. 


‘Total purchases for the period 17th-22nd September, 1945, amount to 6,054 
ons, & daily average of 1,009 tons, which brings the total purchases for the 
145-46 crop up to 152,360 tons 


3. Syria—Damaseus. 


Efforts to complete the Syrian Cabinet by the appointment of Ministers of 
the Interior and ws ‘ice continued throughout the week, but have so far been 
unsuecessful. The situation was complicated om the 25th September by the 
ment to bed of the Prime Minister with a severe attack of heart trouble. 
Lf he recovers sutlici ‘office, it is possible that an attempt will 
ng Vacancies in the Cabinet. Lf, on the other hand, his 
health does not allow him to return to work, it is thought that Saadallah Jabri, 
cor Khaled el Azm, may be asked to form a new Government. Lutfi Hoffer, 
Hashim Atassi, and Jamil Mardam Bey are also mentioned as possible Prime 
were, though it does not seem likely that Jamil Mardem Bey will agree to 

olice at this stage 

It in noteworthy that in the course of the week the President has taken an 
active part in ying to form an aperative Government, an that he has abandoned 
the policy of giving a free hand to the Prime Minister in the formation of bis 
Cabhnet, a polfey which, vhen tbe prosont Governsient was formed, he considered 
secomary in order to are the paming of urgently required liation 

Preaident of the Republic in conversation with His Majesty's Chargé 
d' Affaires discussed the internal gation at length and did not conceal his 
anxiety rogarding the tarn whicl ite had taken; lao spoke of the pro- 
Monarchist campaign which is being conducted by opposition elements throngh- 
out Syria, and argned that it wan in the interests of Hix Majesty's Government 
% del their attitude more clearly if they did not wish to see the break up of 
the Aral ¥ 

In conversation with His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaites the Prime Minister 
has agred to sabuit to the Cabinet a British suguetion for the replacement of 
the press censorship by a press liaison office, to which the newspapers woold be 
required to submit, prior to publicetion, articles affecting the movements and 
morale of Allied troops, together with an undertaking by the Government to do 
all in their power to prevent the publication of violently anti-French material, 
During the same conversation the Primo Minister ayreed to take 00 action. wi 

to the prevention of the reopening of French schools in Syria: which the 
Chamber had recommended, until Hix Majestr's Chargé d’Affaires bad had an 
‘opportunity of discuasing the problem with the French in Beirut, 

Abdul Rahman Azzam and Hafez Wehbeh arrived in Damascus on the 
19th Soptember. Tn an. interview: with the press the former suid that the Arab 
world was faced with three main problems, Palestine. French evacuation from 
the Levant States and Libya. He was received by the President of the Republic 
and the leading members of the Government and a number of public functions 
were given in his honour. 

fassan Jabbara, Minister of Supply, has been appointed Syrian represen, 
tative on the M.ILR,A. Commission in place of Jamil Mardam Bey. 

‘Subhi Khatib Passocca, ‘Mustafa Jallad (Aleppo) and Chafic Fattouh 
(Homs) have been elected by the Syrian Syndicates to represent Syria at the 
International Trades Union Conference at Paris. Tt is reported that the Prime 
Minister is in favour of the Communist party sending two representatives to the 
be Damas the f the 

a is newspaper on the activities of 
in, a strong prota by the Russian Minister, 
of the newspaper. 





a 


44 

en wweck has been quiet, and the recent order from, Damascus 10 tbe 
Mobafer that he should deal with ainy elements threatening the peace, couplet 
with the Mohafer’ known determination to enforce stich orders, bas ly 
orders from the French Délégué Général, 

‘There has been a marked tendency of late to wander abgat 
the town unescorted, despite the fact Uhat-local antagonism towards then, hae 
Increased. ML. Fanquenct, the Déléyué, hos been informed by the Offer Cam 
iicieang British Troops that if he persisted in touring, Aleppo uneseorted Une 
Brtath ‘Military authorities could not he responsible for his anfety He has told 
His Majesty's Consul that he cannot accept British military, protectio 
orders from he Front eepresnting the Aleppo Commitien af a propos 

Tap Alep pe aeme requested His Majesty's Conaul to obtain « copy of the 

ot the British Labour Party 


for French officers to wander about 
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Extracts from Weekly Potitical 
Lebanon, 2nd October. 


Summary No. 182, Secret, Syria and the 
Aaseleadin Boreign Office, 25th October.) 


bgt ety at the 
Joveruments during, the week have shown increasing anxiehy 
ub enres leedon sf ‘the discussions which ‘ore known yea enire 
« n ahout ‘the future of the two States. President Tromans letter wo Poe 
pts for the immediate irs gration of Co j bp l ery ya my mie 4 
Une ove gin to Mears to Heirs and Daas ine tended intone 
tho publicity given to attacks on Americ for the Zionit 0a 
FEatat cl Din Sabloaghs, the sole srvic 
who was being transferred b 
frontier to Traq, esa] from rare 
Authoritien are giving full co-operation in the step 


J meaaber of tho “(Golden Square 
Britich military authorities from the Turkish 
Aleppo on the 80th September, ‘The Syrian 
ats in is i takea for his tecapture, 


Economie, ; " 
‘Total for the period 23rd-30ch September, 1945, amount 
B02 Parc erage of LATS tons, which beings the total porchases for the 


TR45-46 crop tp tr 101 287 tone 


Sadulah Sabri 

Lag ae pene pe Wake and Acting Minister of 

Nai et Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Public 

ase Tahbara: Minister of National Koonomy nnd Acting Minister of 

ie jnity the fall of the Khouri Government snd 

sue AEE RE Sctullah ndaintration resclted in x fecbuy of reliet 
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amoug the general public. The new Ministers are individually capable and 

experienced. ‘The position of the Chamber, however, is not yet tlear Khaled 

| Atm will; no-doubt, attack the new Government with all the means al his 

disposal but his following among Deputies is slight. ‘Though Michael Klan 

present highly incensed at the overthrow of the Government, it is unlikely 

is opposition to Saadullah Jabri will be long lived and in any ease his 

wee with the Parliamentary bloc can onl ht without Saadullah Jabri 

ind him. “Contrary to expectations the new Goverument is a plirely. party 

overnment relying for support om the national bloc. Saaduliah Jabri has, 

however, ‘two porttolios available and it is probable thar he will make use of 

them to gain further support Tor his Goverament when he has had time to study 

lower the reactions of the Deputies and to negotiate with their leaders. Jamil 

Fdam informed the acting consul that he had been requested by the new Prine 

stor to Join the Government but hiad declined while promising to support 

it in the Chamber. Ho stated that be himself would have accepted to fora a 
Government but as he has not been asked to do ao he preferred to stand aside. 

he week thore has also leen some activity among Opposition 

side Pusliazaontary circles. On the 25th September, n meeting took 

w houve of the Enir Jaafar Jazairli at which representatives of the 

ib patty, the Syrian Popular party, the 

Action—teok part, \ committee of two 

formed to draw up a programme for the 


a his way from Angora to-Ragdad 

members of the Government. ‘The question 

the establishment of diplomatio relations between Syria and Turkey was 

discussed; w Turkish formula providing for recognition of the integrity if the 
exinting frontiers did wot appeal to the S: 

In couveraation with His Majesty's change d'affaires, Sandullah Bey dabei 
Minted that no stepe would be taken fy: the Syrian Goveroment to close French 
wehools, ‘ough it ax gunerally: felt that fow Syrian pupile wil apple. lor 
ndminsion, “M.:-Cuinat, reprosantative in Damascus-of the French Dbkigation 
Géuéealey informed the acting: consul that it had been decided tn evacuate the 
Frivron Maristes School situated in the Sudois Barracks. ‘This building is Syrian 
Government property rented to the French. He pointed out that in return for 
the evacuation of the school the Syriane woald be’ required to. hand over, the 
Frevich: Peévote building which had beon lent to the Syrian arwy, and added 
that three or four of the Frires Maristes would be installed there to ensure 
couithnat 

‘Dr, Crawford, of the American University of Beirut, visited Damascus in 
these af the ook in connexion with the opening of ah American secondary 
school in the capital, De. Crawford stated that it wan proposed to, begin. ne 
on a4 a suitable building contd be found and that this year provision wend be 
made for some 160 pupils in two elementary classes. In. view of the presont 
‘iroamstances the bulk of the instructions would have to be in Arabic, but it was 
hoped to establish a special English class, and English would be increasingly used 
‘as olrouinstatices permitted 

‘The three Syrian representatives of the Syrian Labour Syndicates have so 
far teen unable to proceed to Paris for the International Trades Union Con. 
foronce ewing to visn and transport difficulties, ‘The two Communist represents 
tives, however, did not experience the same troubles aud it ia understood that 
Ahey aro already in, Paris 

hes Kehos, « Frouch language Damascus news) 
for three monthy on. the 7th 
It is understood that the Fai 
for a fe A Re Sreian Corer 

hewspapers were being xmuggled into 
the country in fairly large numbers trom the Labanon, r4 


Lebanon. 


[Tho Lebanese Minister for Forcign “Affairs informed His Majesty's Chargé 
A'Aflaires that it was becoming increasingly difficult for Uhem te refrain fre 
PERRLNg formal: nove. on the subject of the simultaneous withdrawal of 


itish. and French troops ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs ftally agreed 10 


take no action, provided he coald be given an assurance that Hie Majesty's 
Government would not withdraw British troops from the Levant States so loug 


1 


oops garded by the 
: smained there; any such assurance would be regarded. by 
Tatas ar sly coufdenti and would te given no publicity whatovers 
The Palestine question has come into: somewhat. artificial, prominence 
the Lebanon this werk, as a Tesolt of the alarmist tone adopted by Reatere 10 
ring on Palestine events, and consequent scare headlines in the local press. 
Wotton, a United States Congresswoman, who arrived in Beirut on th 
28th September on a tour of the Middl, ee bree Oise ed by 
journ ding’ Mr. Truman's démarehs.” Her reply, which wae to the 
ieee pi A i ra de Ame Or 
foent until passed’ by Congress, was prominently reported. "Various political 
Trales hive sabentted resolutions to the Lebanese Government or to foneiga repre: 
sentatives supporting the Arab case in Palestine, The Labanese Prime Minister 
twas questioned in tbe Chamber of Deputies on the 2nd October to what steps 
Bie Goverument were faking as rst of Mr, ‘Trumaa'y reported te. o 
tand Feplied that their policy was unchang tthe 
Miner fo Te eecdae had beer instructed 10 discuss the question with 
Fy cl i nounced the list 
Titting of the Chamber the Prime Minister announc 
Fant ontmiled services of which the transfer to the Stax Goverument 
fins tow been agreed, and stated that a Protocol confirming these transfers was 
in course of preparation. THe added that certain other question, inching the 
Sacuation of foreign troops, the telephone service, Radio Levant, aad the Tripo 
ere still under discussion 
Topanga er" as unanimounly” vod a womber of woeasures_which 
inchuded :-— 


{RS Bee vibe fyi Lahangne territory. 
lime the flying of foreign flags on Lebanen i 
fh cet inet ret eae 


hich includes N.A.A.E.1, goods) 
Gd) The eal of all restrictions on the circalation of motor vehicles 
oxsible devaluation 


joned. lect on Labaneso currency of the possi 
Gr a eee tates expidinnd that tbe 1 loan Age 
: oa ons deagned to prevent any auch eventuality, bit tha 
Haare \nicter at Landon had been instructed to wateh the question 


nok the United, States, is notice 
ten wave of feeling against ied, Staten, i, natic. 
able in, the Lebanon at present. Tt Fests chy from Mf; Truman 4 Palostne 


initiative, whi lly hotly resented ession WI 
ina grod tha te United States are expoting their pica poston 
in order to obtain commercial 0d anaes athe expen of the Lebanot I 
se pith Bree om, ave been atuempting, CY pone 

rics concession | whic ly 

se terest, Tete now probable that. this 

‘be some plain speaking 


lon an the Ist October to 


jaye lange receptl u 
‘of Boteddin, which has. now been 
Er abe i ml eth. 


after which the refuges, 
fontinne in occupation without molestation, 
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Extracts from the Weekly Political Summary No. 183, Secret, Syria and the 
Lebanon, 9th October, 1945.—(Kaceleed in Foreign Office, Bist Uetober:) 


General. 


THE, Syrian and Lebanese Governments, while sontinuinig to exprest 
impatience at the apparent lack af progress jn the matter of the withdrawal of 
French forces from their territories, have so far accepted the advice of His 
‘Majesty's Legation to take no initiative uml the results of the present discussions 
in London are known... The Lebanese Government are still discussing with the 
French tho transfer of the remainiag Frongh-coatrolled services and have reached 
‘agreement ona bunker of theless important ones, though Radio Levant, the 
talephove service, the Tripoli Topping plant and certain others. still remain 
tunwolved.. ‘The Syrians, however, have yefused to participate in these 

0 far have even twfised to sign the resulting protexols, maintaining that 
their immediate requirements, before they ‘il, hare direct dealings with We 
French,, are complote French military ovacuation and tw eonversion of the 
Telégation Générale ingo.a Diplomatic Mission. - In the fuce of Uhin refusal, the 
French authorition have been instructed by their Government to suspend all 
faruber action on those transfor 

‘Alarimist reports ot the Palestine are still appearing i the local 
pros, Aa a. result, both. Governments have decid 10 take apetal moswured 
to control their southern frontiers, with the object of preventing the passage 
loth of iegal immigrants into Palestine and of refugee terrorists excapiis from 
it; oth have offered to co-operate with the British weurity authorities on the two 
sides of the Frontier for this purpose.”-Tn ndiition, the Syrian Govereiseat have 
turned back 105 Bulgarian Jews who arrived from ‘Turkey with transit: Visas 
for Syrin granted by the French represeutative in Bulgaria and valid vinas 
for Palestine, and have wade it clear that they’ intend to offer no further 
facilites of an kind for Jews prow to Valen 

Salat ed Din Sabbagh, who recently escaped from a British militdey guard 
i’ Aleppo (ae Wedkly Political Summary NoV18d) ne recaptured ia: Alero on 
the Sth October and hax heen flown to Bagited for detivery to the Traq Governtnont 


Keonomie. 


‘Total puitchnses for tho period Tit-7th October, 1945, amount to 4981 tong, a 


daily avorayge of 703 tons, which beings the total plrchabes for th © 
Say average 79.2008 ial piarchaies for the 1945-46 crop 


Syrla—Ditmaieus 

Sandullah sJabei, in hin capacity as Minister for Foreign Affairs, received 
the hends af Diplomatic. Missions individually on the nf Ontober. ie anne 
Majesty's Chargé "Affaires the following outline of his foreign policy 


(1) He inant othe 1 of all French troops from both Syria and 
‘ y 


pebona, while wphasisiny that this ust bot ig 
demand for 1 Tow ol Benih topes en 


4) “The French Délégation Géritrale must be tran formed into a lega 
No meiiter of the délégation who was in the Levant at the thine of the 


events in May would be accepted as a member o ure Frenc! 
rents a May wou predl as a wemiber of the forte French 


(4) French political officers must be withdrawn. 
(Gy French troops must immediately be forbidden to clreulate in any area: 


He Went on to say that while Syria would never sign a treaty with the Preoc 
the Syrian Government would be prepared to sign, for exam protocols seh 


the French when the above demands were satisfied. 
President eoufirmed to His Mnjesty’s Charge d°A 
with this programme. 

‘The opening of Parliament has been adjourned for one month: 
to the Parliament tntilding are still proceeding: fn 
can be found, 

Tn conversation with British military authorities the Prime Minister raised 
the question of aerodromes and-said-that the operations of French airlines in 
the present circumstances meant that the Syrian authorities had no check an 
arrivals; farther, that it might be diffeult for the Syrian Government to resist 


ter the same day the Syrian 
tet hin complete agreement 


repairs 
and no alternative accommodation 


al 


requests. for Fifth Freedom, facilities from the Americans, who were angui 
thatthe French hada privileged position as regards aviation. The Prime 
Minister expressed his intention of waiting an offal note to. His Majesty's 
Legation suggesting that a joiut commission shonld be set up to examine this 
‘Question so that the British authorities aight take the matter up with the French 

The Delegation Générale are understood to have received instructions to 
have all French. pred schools in Syria reopened on or after the 10th October 
partly as a resale of formal assurances given by the Prime Minister to His 

jjesty's Chargé dAfaires that no steps hind been, or would be, taken 10 prevent 
attendance at them, Since, however, stadents are by no teans completely under 
fontrol, disturbances. are ot ualikely, especially in Aleppo,, when this wre 
The British military authorities have made it clear to the French that they 
cannot provide extra protection for these schools and that if their reopening 
Taitses trouble it may be necessary to scoure their temporary closure i 

"The opening of the Governinent elementary achools his beon postponed until 
the 20kh Getober and all sxcomlary sobools until the rd November; the faculties 
Cf law and medicine will opea on the 8th Noverober 

The Prime Minister informed journalists at a press conference, that, the 
Government were prepared 10. abolish the. military press censorship provided 
howspapers refrained from publishing statements Regarding movements of troopk 
Visits of commanding officorn atx! matvers likely. to affect the morale of the forces 
Texirnalists have agreed. to consider, thin proposal. ‘ 

Tes Bekos (eae Weekly Political Summary No, 152, section 3 last paragraph) 
appeared only for two days, the new Prime Minister reversing his predecessor'« 
decision and Informing the proprielor that be ould permit the paper to appear 
ly in the Arabic language 

* The representatives of the Syeian Labour Syndicates have been obliged 10 
abandon their plans to attend the World Trade Union Conference in Paris, It 
Appears that the French aviation authorities insisted on a formal npplication from 
ha Syrian Government for passages for the aynuicates’ representatives, although 
they tnde no difficulty about the two Communist, ryprosentatives: 


Aleppo. 
in Aleppo the formation of Saadullah Jabei’s Cabinet fins not aroused ax 
‘much interest as might have been expected. Although there ix an undercurrent 
Of dissatisfaction that the President sbonld have again called upon the same 
roaieeat pelicans to form the new Government, Dr, Khayalt nod Tash 
kia. the chief Opposition lenders in. thin ara, have both expressed: their 
Tnlentfon not to atiack the Goyernient for the sake of opposition bat to wai 
and ee, , 
The French delegate haxinformed Mis Majesty's Consul that thore ix no 
intention of reopening the “ Reole Laique" thi wince it-hos not beon 
posail rors. (As thir schoo! wan a. seholly Fronch establish 
Tent it wou he particularly exposed to attack.) The delegate hae stated, 
Houser, tat the ‘Reere Sointe Hoye’ School and Uhe Franciscan Gitls! School, 
both founded more than fifty years ago, will reopen on or about the 15th October 
hand it i probable that the" Marist "school for boys and the St. Joseph's school 
for girls will also open on the same date, 


Lebanon. 
‘The Lebanese President, accompanied by all but two of his Ministers spent 
from the 4th to the 5th October touring the province of North Lebanon, the 
of a series of stich tours whieh be intends to undertake in this part of the country. 
‘This province contains at least two elements which might have been expected to 
show ittle enthusiasm for the President and the régime he represents, namely, 
the Moslems of Tripoli and the Akkar, who before the war wore supposed 10 
favour the separation of their district from the Lebanon and its reincarporation 
in Syria, and the reactionary: Maronits of the Kadicah valley (where. their 
triarch has his summer residence), amongst whom the French have always 
[aticved they could count some of their most faithful adherents, Despite thie 
the tour eens tothave been a resounding sticcess and certainly evoked what had all 
the appearance of genuine pro-Lebaneso sentiments, Large ctowds applauded 
the Eresident wherever he went, arid the Lebanese security authorities. claim 
that they had nowhere to take special precaotions to maintain order, still less 
to encourage the people to attend the varions receptions. The President seems to 
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have acquitted hitnself welt: his public atterabices dwelt on the unity and brother 
hood of Moslems and Christians in the Lebanon, ott his Government's intention 
to grant no foreign nation a privilege position, and on the right of the Lebanot, 
asa small natio sunt on the protection snd support of the Great Powers 
Only at the patriarch’s residence, where the party spett'a night, does the 
atmosphere seem to bave been chilly. ‘The President heard many petitions, dealing 
mostly with questions of publie works, and promised to have the various 
arievances looked info 
press describes the ton as “a plebiscite for indepenidence ” and stresses 
pr Ti Ce Ol rent oe gress, 
nent in the Chamber of Depities on the 9th October, said that the purposes af 
the tour were fo enable the President to establish direct coutact with the pop 
‘iow and bear their needs, and to explain to the people the aims of the Governmen 
inthe policy of fndependence He claimed that thie policy had been everywhere 
‘The Lebanese Government have approved the British proposals for converting 
Heitich military press censorship atore censorship alsge ee, a have pale 
a6 arging the press 
uurity or the morale of 
ny foreign Power,” 
‘The Bill vetting ups a Lebs 
wnber on the th October, 


to Joseph § joined, with some justi 
the grounds th cha nion in thie 
intat ng the Lebanon worthily in thie 
Elie Harfush. the editor of Hadive, retorned from his ill-atarred visit tw 
Great Britain and’ Franco ou the 20d Gusher: He wes at pase corewed sie 
interrogated, bat after denying having uttered any ofthe” ant-Lebaton " state 
Ienta attrib 0 him, wae released on ail. "The came will probably now te 
Bonstor Pepper, another of the series of globe-t o ‘ 
titan. arrived in Beirut on the dth October kd: dite wih the Laban 
aie ma ho ix wratood to have left him in no doubt of the Lebanese attitude 
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Ketracty from Weenly Political Summéry, No. 184, Seerét, Syria 
Tebanon, With October, 1945.—(Received tn Foreign Office "dnd Noconber Ned 


General. 
ON the 13th October the Syrian anid Lebanese Presidents met at Zebdani in 
the AnticLabanon, socompanied by a number of their Meee 
lestine appears to be increasing in both countries. ‘The 

es w devote mst of te space toi, and uncial bodies pertdialty sae 
porting the Ara cane. there. fer the zemcing fe Syrian 

is ling paragraph an anod 
olin tat tna san sens 


declarations uit " 

fe Taeas Pe ing the Arab case 
communiqué was isned reflecting the official feeli 

the Governments to do in the matter, unless and’ until some change ant Tye 
Majesty's Government's present policy was announced; on the other hand, much 
publicity has beet given in the Lebanda to the formation of a committee composed 
Of all political aasnciations with the object of combating Zionist infiltration into 


ion and illegal Jewish immigration through the Lebwoon i i 
The negotiations between the Freach aol the Lebancee, who ate neon eco 
‘on behalf of the Syrians, for the transfer of the remainil French-controlled 
services arent present Dold up owing tothe refual ofthe Syrian Prime Minister 
to Bik the protocols for the transfer of those services upon. Which agreement 
sti Feached: he suspects a French trap and doos not auept*Gencal 
Beynet’s status as Delégué Général. At the meeting of the 13th October. (eer 
Betagreph 1 above) he was persuaded by the Lebanese President to ree to 
igh a single protocol covering all the outstanding services, if the French were 
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prepared to do so, and the Lebanese undertook to approach the French in 
this sense. 

‘According to President Khoury both President Quwatli nnd himself are 
disturbed by the inorease in talk and press articles advocating: the establishment 
Of a greater Syria ander the Amir Abdullah as king, which they Vetiews to be 
largely inspired hy the Amir himself, ‘The Lebaneso President 
fears the effect of this proposition on the Lebanese Christinns who, 
favourable to Lebanese independence, look with apprehension on any suggestion 
that the Lebanese should be incorporated in what would certainly be a pre- 
dominantly Moslem State 

‘The opening of the French and Catholic schools on the 15th Octal 
under " Syria—Damascus) seems likely to result in trouble of one 
apotber. 


Eeomomic. 

‘Total purchases for the period the Sth 19th October, 1945, amount to 4,182 
tons, a dally average of 128 tons, which brings the total purchases forthe 
1945-46 crop up to 170,890 tons 


Syria—Damascur 

The Syrian are showing’ increasing impatience concerning, the apparent 
nck of progress towards a final settlement with the French. ‘The following 
questions are causing particwlar concern 


(@) Krchauge ControlThe Prime Minister alleges that the French are 
‘using their wutrol of foreign exchatige to strangle the economic life of 
the country, 

(0) The movement of French military personnel and civilians in Aleppo and 
Lattakia. 

(6) The absence of Syrias control at Fronch-ooeupied aerodromes, which has 
Teaulted in the infiltration of French agents 


Tho possibility that the Syrian Government will react and take positive 
ction cannot be excluded though every effort ix being made by the Reitivh 
thorities Lo cooiel patienoe. i 

“X demonstration, took place on the 10th October in Damascus after « mooting 
bold at the Moslem Youth Club; the dowonstrators dispersed without incident 
after the Prime Minister had refused to receive the delegation. "Two days later a 
group of suadents decided to aryanise « further demonstration after Friday prayers 
fund a strike the following day, The Prime Minister gave orders that if necewary 
force should be used to preveut these uctivities. but It did not, prove passible to 
prevent the crowd leaving the Mosque from proceoding to Merje Square, Shops 
Founained closed on the following day for a few hours 16 antivipation of « demon. 
stration which did not materialise. 

Faiz Khoury, Aref Nokad and Emir Mustafa Shobabii have been ap) 

‘Adting Director-General of the Minstry for Foreign Affairs, Director: 

of the Police and Director-General of the Presidency of the Counell of Mininters 
Fespectively, and a, committee of inspection, composed of representatives of the 
Ministries of the Interior, Finance and dtistice, has beon appointed to report 
on administration conditions in. the Mobafazat 

‘M. Cuinat, representative in Damascus of the French Délégation. Générale 
intimated to the acting consul that the Lazarist, St. Paul and Franciscan schools 
‘would open on the Lith Octobor,...The. Area Conimander informed M. Cuinat that 
responsibility for the protection of the French schools belonged to the Syrian 
Government, but that in the event of the reopening of a school. Jeading 10.0 
disturbance ‘of the peace, he was empowered by G.O.C, BILNIL, to ‘order 
the closing of the school, M. Citinat assured the Aven Commander that he 
could count on his fullest co-operation and that, should it prove necessary, be 
would himself order the closing of the schools 

‘On the 15th October these three French schools opened, but the hoadof the 
Franciscan school was informed during. the course of the morning. by an official 
of the Ministry of Eaucation that the school eonld nok remain opan.as it.waa not 
in ion of the necessary Syrian Government permit. The Lazarist, and 
St. Pan schools remained open with about 800 stadents each, No incidents have 
beet: reported. 
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Jebel Druse 

‘The political officer reports that as a result of the quarrel between Emir 
Hassan and Hamad Atrash, the former is demanding Hamad’s removal. and 
replacement by a Syrian officer, a step which, in the opinion of the political officer, 
would be disastrous, since no outsider could hope to control the Groupement as 
At present constituted, The continual absence of the Mohafez during the past 
three months and this recent quarrel have resulted in a deterioration of law and 
order; the Juge de Paix at Soueida has complained that his faction bas become 
a farce as he is prevented by deception and pressure, and even threats upon his 
life, from carrying out his duties impartially and thoroughly 

Three members of the Atrash family, Mteih Bek, Hussein Pasha, and Tewik 
Bek, have recently visited the Amir Abdullah at Aman, where they seem to have 
teen made much of; the first has a certain political importance but the other two 
‘are nouontities 

It is reported that duzing the past mouth the French have given scholarships 
at whools in: Beirut to children of m number of Druze notables 


nm, 

‘Tho main political activity inthe Lebanon has centred in the election of a 
Beaker for the Chamber, in which the outgoing Speaker, Sabri Hamadi, was 
challonged by Adib Osseyran, also a Shia,, ‘The latter's supporters sprang a last- 
minute mine by securing publication in « newspaper the day before the election 
of a facaimile of « deed of xale of land to Jews in Palestine, executed by Ahmed 
Assad, the present Minister of Agriculture, who is Sabri Hamadi's brother. 
inclaw,_ Thin revelation, however, was too blatantly a political mancuver to have 
much eMfect, and in the event Sabet Hamadi was reelected by 33 votes to 14, 

‘Another and more important eandal occurred on the 10th October, when 
the British military authorities, at the request of the Lebanese Sdreté and on 
information supplied by them, arranged a road block on the Beirut-Damascus 
road near Chtaurah, and caught « Moslem Deputy of the Bekaa with sixteen 
good German rifles in var. The Deputy wax conducted to Beirut and handed 
Brer lo the Lebansie police, who relsnd him: but he then. lnetstod on bringin 
thee bis bgose and voloniarily handed over to thoes wlneteessltarrifestan 
‘tmuch aninunition stored. there. The following morning be was rearrested: by 
he Lebasino poticn and imprisoned, ‘The caso wax debated in the Chamber on 
the 18th October, when some Deptitios endeavoured to argue that he contd claim 
Immunity; but the Constitution expressly states that ach immunity does not 
apply if tbo ending Dopety ta caught tn flaprante delicto, and te Chitaher 
Unanimously agreed that the case must go on. ‘The suggestion has been made 
That the arias Ser intended for the Zion, bat there fe bo proot of iid and 
remot indications are thet the Deputy wat merely buying, thee cheap 1 the 
Jinoeites in order wo soll themn to his own followers Ya the Bekaa, 

Tenter's correspondent int Beirut. a Palestine Jew, was brasquely expelled 
ibe Lebancse Government on the 15th October, on the pretext that bis haudling 
Palestine news was pro-Zionist. ‘The charge is probably unfair since he is 

‘not responsible for the policy of his agency, bat in any case a Palestine Jew could 
Bardlp expect to escape sons such intouurs in tbe present state of eal Yaling 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 185, Secret, Syria and the 
Lebanon, Bird October, 1945—(Receiced 13th November.) 
General. 

THE Syrian Government, as foreshadowed by the new Prime Minister when 
hho assumed office, have now cimbarked on a process of making life unpleasant 
for the French who remain in Syria. ‘The French garrison at Mezzé aerodrome, 
near Damaseus, and the French “* Officiers en Mission” in the Jezireb, have 
found difficulties placed in the way of their local purchases of food, and have had 
tobe ‘with British military assistance. 

17th Oxtober, following an incident on the Syro-Lebanese frontier, 
‘when ap unescorted French vehicle drove through the Syrian control post, orders 
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were isstied to the gendarmerie ta! 
hhack unescorted ofes and only to 


were restored. 

French and Vatican-controlled schools opened in’ Damascus and Aleppo on 
the 15th October. On the following day, however, one of the Damascus, and, all 
the Aleppo, schools were closed by the Syrian authorities on the ground that they 
had failed’ tw obtain a permit from the Ministry of Education. ‘The Frencl 
Authorities contended that, even if the S Educational Law of the 
Bist December, 1044, bad stipulated that permits of fact, 
ihe law appears to require permits only’ in the ase of newly founded schools, 
heir scheols were exempted. from any such formalities by reasou af a Franco: 
Tarkish convention of 1401; they, however, agreed to communicate to the Sy 
authorities, through His Majesty's Legation, armurances on the two points to 
‘which the Syrian Government seemed to attach greatest importance, namely, the 
establishment of @ carriculum based on that Inid down by the Syrian Govern. 
ment and the acceptance of inspection by Syrian officials. The Syrian ri 
Minister held that such assirances were inadequate, and insisted on, application 
for permits, on the ground that the Ministry of Education must have toll 
particulars of the persons responsible for running the schools; it remains to be 
Fron whether he can he brought to accept the French proposals. Meantime, throe 
French schools are func in Damascus with from a quarter toa half of their 
normal complement of pupils, and with Syrian stalls 

Ta the Lebanon, where French schools have been allowed to reopen normally 
fail where no Frando-Lebanese incidents have taken place, the Government are 
tecoming exasperated at the obwtruction enconntered from the Fretich side in the 
negotiations for the transfer of the remaining French-controtted wervices, Having 

raded the Syrians (ew Task weeks snthary) to ageoe to sign one protec 

I these services, they now Gud that they are unable to make any 
n the matter of those services whose Uransfer has not yet. beet 


joreation 

iy. The Syrian 
indmoire to the United States 
raleatine on the Zioniat issue, 


weetings, 
2nd Novem 


Economie. 
"Total purchases for the period the 10th to the 22nd October, 1043, amount 
to 2875 tons, daily average of 411 tons, which brings the total for the 1945-40 
‘crop up to 178-265 tons. 
roe Hig now becoming apparent. that the target figure of 250,000 tons for this 
year's cereal collection will-not be reached, largely on ngcount of hoarding hy 
producers. This in turn is thought to be due in the main to uncertainty as-to 
Whether Government control of cereals will continue. oth Governments are, 
therefore, being urged to make a statement removing any uncertainty on. this 
score, to condict propaganda designed to secur the co-operation of producers 
in the scheme. and rigorously to repress hoarding and ‘black market 
transactions 


Damasovs 
Teas been annoubced that Jamil Mardam Bey has accepted the appointment 

of Syrian Minister in Cairo and wil pred hee thie werk To have secured 
jis a ‘andoubtedly represents a success for the Government, as their 
da arerence il rival bee tas ehowa Rie solidarity ith the ‘National, Bloe 
(Enders, and his absence will simplify their task; moreover, his wide political 


pol 
experience and prestige throughout the Arab world will be particularly valuable 
at the headquarters of the Arab League. 













































































‘The Prime Minister has not yet completed his. Cabinet, as bis attempts 10 
separate his chief remaining opponents, Michael Elian, aud Khaled-el-Azm, 
offering the former a portfolio, have so far failed. He is at preseut concentrating 
on administrative appointments. The eleetion for the presidency of the Chamber 
is already giving rise to political activity: the two obvious candidates are 

ei-Rhpury and Luth Halfar, but Jamul Mardasn hae annourced his intention 
of returning from Cairo for the election and might well present hinwelf if 
circumstances prove favourable 

A Saviet-Syrian cultural society was inaugurated in Damascus at a reception 

the 1th October under the patronage of Fair Khoury, the rently returoed 

ister at Moscow 
syrian Government have informed the former Loudon Polish Minister 

C they recognise the Warsaw Government. 

Arrangements for this year's pilgrimage are proceeding satisfactorily, but 
it is estimated that only some 3.000 will proceed, as against a first estimate of 
10,000. 


Aleppo. 

The Christian minorities, assiduously worked on by French agente 
Gnchiding priesth and nuns), have long been expressing feary that the Moslems 
Will sooner oF later make life intolerable for them, and the closing of tho Freach 
schools, of which their cotumunitios are the chief supporters. ix being widely 
taken to contivi these fears 


Labenen 

‘Tho Labaniwe President on the 20th October broadcast a miewaye to the 
Lebanese colonists abroad, on whore behalf there have been several recent 
meotings in various parts of the Lebanon. To his speech he made the familiar 
Pointe that the Lebanon would not accept the protection, mandate or supervision 
of any forvign Power, and would make no treaty giving a privileged position Uo 
‘unyone; that his Gorerament demanded the completo evactation of Allied trenps 
Without distinction that the Lebanese could not live apart from their Arab 
brothers; and that they were pledged to defend Arab Palestine 

‘The Lebanens Budget for 1040 haw been nibited to the Channber by the 
Council of Ministers, Tt totals € Sy. 53 million as opposed to £8y 48 million 
for 1045, the increase being almont entirely due to the larger credit allotted to 
the Ministry af Defence ns s roult of the Lebanese nssutiption of control of sone 
3,800 Lebanese ‘Troupes Spéclales 

‘The town of Tripolt hax teen quiet aid 56 far no incidents have been 
reported following the releaw of Rashid Mokaddem’s two sons, Nafez and 
Mayezm, who returned to Tripoli on the 17th October, Their arrival there was 
Yiather unexpected as it was originally intended that they should be kept in elrut 
pene 4 reoonciliation with Abdul Hamid Karami. The French Political 
Diticer called on the Mokaddems the day after their arrival to welcome then 
back. It ix to be expected that the French will endeavour to use Nafer and 
Mayer to strengthen the opposition to the Government, but it is doubtful whether 
ey will oblain the full support from them which they” abt 
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Gt November, 1945.—(Receive in Foreign Ofice 4th December.) 


General 

PALESTINE has been the centre of public interest during the week. On 
the 28th anniversary of the Balfour declaration, the 2nd November, the shops 
of & number of towns in Syrin and the Lebanon were closed, many newspapers 
sappecred with black edges and there were orderly demosstrations in mot places 

‘speeches made were mostly moderate in tone but in some vases atticks were 
made on Grvat Britain for sponsoring Zionism; in Jebel Druze, Deraa and Beirut 
demonstrators specifically called for the retarn of the Mufti’ Petitions on the 
usual lines were received at the legation and in some cases were handed to British 


a 


representatives in the provinees, many af thet calling for the release or pardon 
of the “detained Palestinians whose only. crime-was: having defended: their 
country.”” ‘The only serious trouble oceurred in Beirut where there was a clash 

the bitterly opposed Communist and Syrian popular parties, involving 
at least two deaths, fn Damascus anti-Ziouist posters muck ap by Communists 
were torn sown by the so-called Palestinian Defence party on the grounds that 
Palestine was an Arab question in which no foreign sponsored party: should 
meddle; a French civil aireraft flow low over the town during the demonstrations 
but fortunately the crowd did not react. The Syrian authorities. took great 
trouble to prevent disorders and their efforts were successful special precanti 
were also taken by British military authorities to protect Erench installatio 
particularly in case the crowd demonstrated against then, but they bad no oscasion 
to intervene. 

A further meeting between the Sy 
at Shtaura on the 31st October. Accordity 
the press, the questions discussed inclnded. the withdrawal of foreign troops, th 
transfer ‘of powers, French. representation, suppl 
it was decided 0 delay 
of a formal note to the French authorities requesting the with 
I the matter had boen further discussed. with the Bri 
thas been realised in connection with the reopening of Fre 

‘The Syrians are still insisting that schools should apply tothe comp 
Syrian authorities for registration and a permit. On the Ist N Prine 
Minister reevived a deputation of bishops and informed «out 

pets their schools and teach in the Erench language provid i 

‘\ permit from the Government and followed the Government’ pi 
‘us possible. ‘The Prime Minister requested M. Stete, the Syrinn Catholic Bishop, 
to write to Cardinal Tappouni 


Beonomic 

Total purchases for ube period 1st-7th November, 1045, ainount to 1,724 tons, 
A daily average of 246 tong. which bringx the total for the 1045-40 crop up to 
177,510 tons. 


Syrin—Damaveus 
‘The Syrian President has continued his tour in the Kuphrates and Jezireh 
‘areas (see that section of this summary) (’) accompanied by the Minister of the 
Interior, the Inspector-General of the Gendarmerie and the Secretary: General af 
the Presidency, ‘The preliminary repotts recived in Damascus indicate thatthe 
tour has been successful, and the Prime Minister anticipates that ax a r 
Governinent will be in a stronger position when the Chamber of Dep 
after the Bairam holiday. 
During the week the Syrian Prime Minister made a uomber of 
against the French to members of the gation staff, amongst them were 
(a) Low flying of French aircraft over Domascus and towns in the Euphrates 
‘Terireks 

(0) The appearance of a party of armed French troops in the village of Mezze 
near Damascus on the night of the 22nd October: 

(6) The addition without notification to the Syrian Government of two 
vehicles containing amimanition and xhells to a French convey aetiving 
at the frontier. 

(d) The proposal to teliove a French North African unit in Lattakin by 
French Metropolitan troops, 


‘On the Srd October; shortly after dawn, a hand grenade exploded outside 
the Banque National d’ Industrie et de Commerce and on. the following night 4 
similar explosion cccurred i the Bab Srijeh quarier; litle damage was done 
and there were no casualties, ‘The cause of the incidents has. not so far beet 


Saleh Aqil, Syrian Consul in Mosul, has been transferred to Jedda and has 
left to take up his appointment, 
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‘The Bair Mostafa Sbebabi (Syrian persoalities No, 177) bas taken up hie 
appointment as Secretary-General of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers 


Aleppo. 

‘A general strike occurred in Aleppo on the 2nd November and the Committee 
for the Deferice of Palestine organised demonstrations. Anti-Zionist speeches 
were made and the procession marched noisily through the town but there were 
no incidents; a protest not, however, votiched in anti-British terms was handed 
to His Majesty's Consul 

‘The Greek Catholic Archbishop M. Fattal has informed the Mobafer that 
tho Terra Santa and Sacred Heart schools were expected to apply to the Syrian 
Government for permission to reopen in the vers gear foture, ad the Diteetor 
of Education in Aleppo has ised a statement expressing his agreement to the 
‘Opening of all sectarian schools, providing they comply with the Government 
conditions, 

‘The ‘Turkish Consul-General lias informed His Majesty's Consul that thi 
Soviet Minister, M. Solod, did not appear to encourage any anti-Turkish propa. 
ganda during his tour in North Syria, but that he had learned from several 
Armionian sources that M. Solod had raised the hopes of Armenians that in the 
not too far distant future they might be given av opportunity of going to Soviet 
Armenin. 

* . . . . . 


Lebanon, 
Demonstrations beld in Beirut on the 2nd November wore for the most part 
orderly, but a sharp brawl developed between members of tho Communist and 
Lebanese Popular parties, who have long been at daggers drawn, anid two deaths 
roailted. AC a large meeting held by representatives of all the principal parties, 
resolutions were passed advocating the complete stoppage of Jewish inmigration 
‘and the probibition of land sales in Palestine to non-Arabs;, the disarming of 
‘Towish colonists, the disbanding of Jewish organisations, and the denial to the 
Sowish Agency of the right to intorfere in official matters; id the return of Arab 
‘exiles, especially the Grand Mufti. Resolutions were also sent to the Arab Lea 
‘advocating tho boycotting of Jewish products in all Arab countries, 
passing of measures to pravent Jewish infiltration into any of these co 
“The Labanese Prime Minister wax able to announce in the Chamber of 
Deputios on the B0th October that the French authorities had transferred a 
number of services formerly controlled by them to the Lebanese Government 
is understood that the delegation’s letter announcing these transfers requested 
the Lehaneso to pass on to the Syrians their part in the services transferred, ‘The 
huctual transfer of one of the services in question, the control of Beirut Port, gave 
rine 10 some difficulty, ax the Labaneso declined to Lake over the Port Folie, who 
fund heen reoruited and trained by the French: but a compromise was eventually 
reached. Tho services in question are, however, of comparatively minor impor 
oes ane the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Asirs in particular is showing 
incrensing impatience at the obstruction which he alleges the Erench are dix 
tiations regarding the more important services, such as the Beirut 


(0) He did not favour any form of mandate or protection for the Lebanon 
bby any foreign Power. 

(H) France had governed the Lebanott for twenty-five years and it was right 
that a treaty should mark the end of this period and define the right= 
and obligations of the wo countries. 

(¢) Although he did not accuse any Powers of working against the indepen- 
dence of the Lebanon, he did not wish to see the Erench mandate 
replaced by mandate held by Great Britain or any other foreign 
Power: it was important that the country should not be dominated 
either from the West or from the East, 

(i) Unhappily he had rio confidence in the Arab League, it appeared to him 
that certain people were thinking of a unity which could be realised 
only to the detriment of the Lebanon; Syrian leaders had often said 
that the Arab League was only the first step towards Syrian onity 
‘and would be followed by Arab unity: others were talking about the 
nnity of Islam. 


‘The Parliamentary Committee which is studying the oil refineries concession 
at Tripoli is reported in tho pross to have again adjourned without reaching 
leision 

‘The meeting of the Lebanese Chamber on the 30th October was cut short 
by a violent dispute between the Speaker and the Minister for Forcign Affairs, 
arising out of the former's refusal to allow the latter to make what be said was 
an important statement regarding the transfer of powers. ‘The Mi 
Foreign Affairs threatened to resign, but a reconcilit 
taken place, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, acco 5 
of Justice and Habib Abi Chabla. duly Jeft on the Sth November to represent 
the Lebanon at the meeting af the Arab League 

The Council of Ministers at a meeting on the Ist November, approved a plan 
for the creation of a press syndicate, and decided to announce the total abolition 
of press censorsbip. ‘The Minister of the Interjor on the following day published 
‘un announcement. in this sense, at the same time exhorting journalists to show 
diccretion in theit handling of a list of subjects (previously communicated to 
him bythe British authorities) which might embxarags. the 
‘authorities. On the following day the complete abolition of 
press censorship was announced by the British authorities. 

Tn addition to the French Sireté agent, who is now being sent twice a week 
to Boalbely, a member of the French political staf remai 
the town. ‘Two alficers from the Rayak French aerodrome have 
to the north of Rayak maki 
the Lebanese Syrian fronti 
vad that they also promised to provi 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 188, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
THA November, 1945-—(Receied in Foreign Office, 0th December) 


General. 

ON the morning of the 13th November copies of the text of the statement 
‘oa. Palestine being made that afternoon by the Secretary of Stato for Foreign 
Airs were communicated by is Majesty Legation to the Syria aud Lebancn 
Presidents, The Syrian President was gratetul for this advance information 
and showed understanding of the difficulties of the Palestine problem, but 
appeared at first to take a gloomy view of the statement; he assumed. that’ the 

save in the statement of ang reference Lo the White Paper, to which he suid 
the Arabs attached the highest importance, meant: that it had been superseded, 
especially as under it Jewish immigration was to cease once the quota of 75,000 
Jad been filled. ‘The Prime Minister, who was also present, was Unhappy about 
the principle of trusteeship, to which, as he poiited out, the Arab represontatives 
‘at San Francisco have objected, and wonlered whether the protnise of eventual 
independence held out in the White Paper still stood, The Lebanese President's 
first reaction was less unfavourable, Both Presidents suggested that the question 
fell to be dealt with by the Arab League, and agreed to study it further with 
their Governments before pronouncing a final opinion. 

‘There has not yet been time to assess public reactions to the statement, 


Economie. 


_. Total purchases for the period the Sth-15th November, 1945, amount to 
1301 tons, a daily average of 199 tons, which brings the total for the 1945-40 
crop up to 179,116 tons, 


Syria—Damascus. 

‘The Syrian President, who returned to Damascus from his © 
is slightly indisposed, ii 
«The internal political sitnation remains obicure as a large number of Deputies 
will not retarn to Damascus until after the Bairam holidays, It seems probable, 
however, that the President's recent tour in North and East Syria. during which 
he has made a point of stressing the need for all Syrians to pull together. has 

done something to strengthen the position of the existing Government. 
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M. Cuinat, ropresentative in Damaseus of the French Délégation Générale, 
left om the: 10th November to take up an appointment in France; before leaving 
he stated that he would not be replaced and the Délégation Générale is thus m0 
longer represented in Damascus. z 

‘A meeting was organised on the 6tb November by the Moslem Youth Club 
in support of the Indonesians and a resolution was passed promising full sapport 
of the Indonesian Liberation Movement. 

Some uneasiness is discernible in Jewish circles in Damascus. . Complaints 
have been noveived that the Syrian Sireté are refusiog to issue exit permits to 
Jews intending to travel, but in reply to an enquiry the Prime Minister stated 
that no instructions have teen issued. denying travelling facilities to Syrian 
nationals of Jewish origin. He admitted, however, that special efforts were 
being made to prevent suspects, either sinugglers oF parsons engaged in furthering 
ileal migration, from travelling 

A reorganisation and purge of the police force ix being undertaken, and it 

intended to improve the standard of recruitment. Fifteen commissioners are 
already stated to have been dismissed 


he former Transjordan consul, Abdal Muneisn Visited Damascus 


d el Azam anid Nadim Attar have beet! appointed Syrian 
nit Ferusnlem respectively 

Ahmed Hey Labham has been appointed Director-General of the Mi 
of Defence 
Lebanon, 

‘The Lebanese Presidéht spent froin the Bth Novenber to the 11th November 
touring Hekas, where be appears to haye received at least as inuchacelamakion 
tas during bia Fecent tours of North and South Lebanon. ‘There was some slight 
friction at Baaltek owing to the President's refusal to call on the Greek Catholic 
Archbishop, whose pro-Freich sympathies are notorious, ht elsewhere, ospecially 
in the turbileut regions of Hemel, enormous crowds gathered 10 expres loyal 
Sentiments, The President's poblic utterance followed the general Lines of his 

revious speeclies. but at Baalbek be took up the position more clearly than ever 

ore on the Palestine ine, ‘The tour coneladed at Rashaya on the 
11th November, the second anniversary of the incarceration of the President aud 
hie Ministers there, and the President unveiled an the walls of the Citadel 
commemorative plaques referring to it as the birthplace of Lebanese independence 

Tt is aunonnced that certain Jewish newspapers have been excluded from 
the Lebanon on-account of criticisms recently published in them of the Lebaness 
President's public espousal of the Arab cause in Palestine, News of the distur 
uncon in Tripolitants’ and Raypt mw aronsed couserahie interest and the 
disorders are genorally deplored as tending W prejudice the Arab case at this 
moment, 

‘The press reports that the Lebanese and Syrian Legations at Washington 
have. published. declarations denying the truth of the pro-French utterances 
attributed to Mgr. Agl during his tour of the United States, and that the 
Maronite Patriarch has summoned Mge. Aql to return howe. 

General Beynet’ Hire to Paris has aroused the usuil speculation xs 
to whether he will ren oF will bo teplaced, ax ix wishfully thooght, by a 
diplomat. 

Phe Lebanese Prime Minister has put through a first list of admiaisteative 
appointments Many of these unfortunately follow the had tradition of the past. 
High. posts being allotted to non-geaded officials and a number of unjustified 
promotions made ‘The announcement of ‘this reshuffle has aroused strong 
Criticism, and the President has been much blamed for not having prevented these 


irregular 

"he Chaniber of Depts met on ihe 18th November before the winoasce: 
‘ment of His Majesty's Government's decision on Palestine had been eooumninicated 
to the Government. ‘The only matter of importance dealt with was the annesty 
laws, which, as finally voted, provide for a general scaling-down of seutences 
imposed by both Labanise Coarts and the French Military Courts prior to the 
rd September, 1945. 


approved by the dt ! Committee. of the Chamber and has been passed 
Chamber, which ie expected to actepe 1 ‘nies iacatmane? 





has biuntls 
informed ‘both parties that bo regards them as illegal organisations and wil 
therefore listen to neither. He has also stopped a cable addressed to Moscow 
by the Tass representative of Beirut, because it not only repeuted tho accusation 
of fascisin against the P.P.S., but endeavoured to prove that the Lebanese Govern: 
ment’s toleration of the latter showed that they were anti-democratic. The Soviet 
Minister has protested against this action on his part hut apparently without 
scenes, 
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General. 


OWING to tho Bairam holidays the newspapers in Syria and the Lebanon 
Have been! unable to comment fully upon Mr. Bevin's statement on Palestine. On 
ra 10 


Hion, between Zionisin and the Jewiah refugee problem and between a Jew 
National Home and a Jewish State. But the continuation of iinmigration is 

latablo unl it bas heen suggested that the trusteeship proposal constitutes 
whittling down of the assurances of self-government given to the Arabs uiidet 
the White Paper; though in conversation with His Majesty's Minister tho Syri 
Prosident, while still uncomfortable about the continuance of Jewish immigration 
and the implied departure trom the White Paper, ailopted a talintic attitude 
towards the proposals in general and admitted that be thought trostaeship, was 
the best solution in the circumstances, ax an independent Palestine was obviously 
impracticable at the.present stage. One Daanascus newspaper used the oppo 
tunity to argue that Hix Majesty's Government should arrange for the return of 
the Mufti i and Dr. Amin Ruwelha. 

The Syrian President and Prime Minister visited the Lebanese President 
and Ministers at Aley on the 18th November, primarily. itv order to discuss 
Mr. Bovin’s statement. As a result of the meeting Saadallah Jabri was sent to 
meet Jamil Mardatn Bey in Palestine and to convey to hist tho unified views of 
the two Governments, ‘These views were as follows — 


(0) They felt that the statement must be very carefully. studied before the 

rab League prosouneed on it aad thatthe Laague's opinions hays 

if possible must. be agreed by ‘all the Palestine Arab parties, should 

then be communicated by each Arab Government to the British 
representative accredited to it. 

(#) ln general the two Governments approved the decaration, but tere were 
some, points thoy disliked and ethers which they thoaght required 
clarification, (This last eategory scems to bave ineluded the questions 
of illegal immigration and trusteeship,) 


‘At the same meeting the Lebanese Ministers informed the Syrians af the ste 
that bad been taken to secure the transfer of tho French-controlled services. 
appears that the French have now agreed to transfer the coutrol of the D.H.P. 
ws, and that agreement has also bee reached in regard to the handing over 
of the Office Economique de Guerre. 
Both the Syrian and Lebanese Governments are considering setting up air 
fgsining schools and aircraft supplied by the Hunting Aviation Management 
pany. 

































































Economic. 

Weekly grain purchase figures not yet available. 
Negotiations have now been initiated by the Lebanese Government and the 
LP.C. in regard to the disposal of the topping plant erected at Tripoli in, Vichy 
ines. The L.P.C. bad previously been negotiating with the Déiégation 
énérale-and bad almost reached agreement with them for this plant to be trans; 
ferred direct to themselves: but the Lebanese Government then intervened and 
Tiaisted that this plant mast be considered as a French-controlled service abd sist 
therefore be transferred 0 them in the first place. It has now beea proposed 
jant shall be transferred from the French to the Lebanese Government 
‘Lebanese Government to the company, and Uhat an 
subsequently conclnded between the company and 

former to operate the plant. 


Damascus 

‘There are no developments to report. as regards internal polities, activities 
havo beet limited by the Baifara festivities. It is anticipated, however, that in 
the course of the voting week before the opening of Parliament on the 24th Novem: 
hor there will be very Considerable manceuvring,. The Constitutional Liberals will 
bor ie vi te | November to discuss the ofer of co-operation mail by Michael 
Thin and Kaled ol Azm, — According to a member of this party Saadallah Jabri's 
fasion night be sei wMflectod If the policy of co-operation were approved. 
Tha acrongth of the rival parties will be tested at. the election for the presidency 
af ake Chamber, for which post Saadallah Jabei may support Lotfi Haffar or 
Mohamed el Ayeah, the Acting Presiden 

AL a. prose conference the Priine Miniater atated. that. be hoped the question 
‘of the withdeawal of Frenc! yps would be decided soon ‘but denied a pret 
eport that the President of the Lebanese Hepoblic had beea informed by Count 
‘Omrorog of the date of the withdrawal, On the subject of schools the Prime 
Minister differentiated betwoun ‘French and Christian wbools; permit would be 
anes to religions Nchools provided. they were prepared fo comply with the 
Sytian lave 

Te han been reported in the prove that the appointment of a Belgian expert 
sa de tine Lethe Taterioe his been approved. A nuggestion in thi sete 
tude by: the Tein Stintiver bofore bis departure was welcomed by the Syrian 
Fate Suinater but vo decision hns in. fact aa yet been taken. 

Jamil Mardam Bay 4 been appointed Syrian Minister to Baud) Arabia in 
avin to his post as Syrian Miieter to Egypt, 

‘Abdul Karim Bey Gailani, the Traqi ‘Consul in Damascus, has been replaced 
by Theahim Fadl 


Ruphrates and Jexireh. 

Fronco-Syrian tension in the sJesireh bas somewhat increased during. the 
week, as a result of a series of stall incidents,, ‘The most important of these 
Mean te arrest on the 11th November by the Syrian police of the ‘ofbcer in eharge 


Of the French aerodrome at Hassetch nt Lanrent, together with two 
French n.co,s and two members of the French meteorological service, whilst they 
Were returning tnescotted from Mass. The Mohafez at first refused to release 
These inen, despite repeated appeals by the officer commanding the British troops 
favthe Jesireh and yave instructions that they were to he sent direct to Aleppo 
ii dee escort,” Strong Tepresentations by this logation-to the Syrian Govern- 
unt, however, caused these inatroctions to be reversed, and the arrested men were 
‘eventually released at Deir es-Zor. 

‘On the 6th November a fire broke out at the Hassetche aerodrome, probably 
due to the storage of petrol and a generating» plant inthe same room. One 
fulding was gutted nd considerable daniage was dove. All possible help was 

ven be. British troops on the spot, but, as a result either of a misunderstanding 
£04 dibernte miarepresentation of the facts, Lieutenant Laurent has accused the 

Gficer commanding troops at Hassetche of refusing the available assistance. 
‘There are continued ‘of unidentified low flying aireraft in. various 
“Jerireh provinces, and of other aircraft flying at 

the Turkish frontier. 

ther repo ‘confirm that the Christians, and. other 
minorities, while still somewhat uneasy as to the ability of the Syrian Govern- 
Tpant to protect them, have been much reassured by the declarations made by the 


8 


Syrian. President, duting his: recent tour_of the. region... A snumber, of the 
Christians who left during the summer for the Lebanon, are retw 

homes in the Jezireh, their fears of persecution ot, haying, mater 
some of them previously employed by the French say that they have 
the increased salaries and special facilities which were promised to them. 


Jon in’ the Lebanese Cabinet. appears to be growing, the Prime 
ia func being on bad terms an the nian of Delon, 
Abmed el asad, beio bject of a virulent. press campaign ob account of the 
Alleged sale of land to Jews, and (with mote reason) of his habit of stocking his 
Misustry with members of his own clan, A reshuifle eliminating him is there 
foro not unlikely 

The Phalange party have been celebrating the tenth anniversary of their 
foundation ‘ual boisteroustiess, The Lebanese President sent them a 
message of cong the Prime Minister ot the ehiet 
eplebration....P c ed the Greater Syria project, whilst 
1 cotnpletely independent Lebanon and 

100 
"manned by ‘*avenantaires” has nioved 
ipoli, ‘hoy will be stationed out 
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General. 


to tho 
of the S 


protests 
the bj m 
not expedie 
it root and bravich, A statement in 
iro, recalling that the Arab 
doar of its metnbers within their ex 

threatening to take the matter before the League if public ad 
Greater Serian project were pot abandoned, has been received with general 
tatiefaction: and in the Lebanese Chamber on the 20th November, Rind Solh 
{who ie well aware that, apart. fromthe dangor of Chriatino, Moslem dissension, 
(rite ‘Tatinese Moslem politicians know that thoie own positions would be 
Timsinished if the Labanon were merely to become a province in a Greater Syria) 
Geclured roundly that the Lebanon was an independent sovereign State and that 
declared ron a payne attention. to. this Greater Syria, talk. The 
Lebanese President is understood to have asked all interested parties, particu 
larly the: Phalange (who, in their usual réle of champions of a Lebanon kept 
separate from the Moslem woeld, had been displaying excitement on the question) 
inrefrain from any provocative declaration on the subject, which itisiow expected 
Will be dropped. In Syria no particalar interest has been shown in the Trans 
jordan statements J 

Tnteres! in the evacuation of foreign troops was stimulated by reports in 
Syrian and Lebanese nowspapers that Radio Brazzaville had announced an Anglo 
French agreement on the subject. ‘The question was mentioned during a conver: 
ction between the Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, Forces, Hin Majesty's 
Minter. and the Lebanese President, after a luncheon. given by his Hxcellency 
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in honour Of General Paget on the 22ud November, but there was little informa: 
tion which could be given to the President beyond that discossions on the subject 
between Loudon and Paris were proceeding. 
Tn Syria Mr. Bevin’s statement on Palestine continues to receive much 
attention and the decision of the Arub League is awaited with interest 


Economic, 


Total purchases for the poriod the 15th-22nd November amount to 918 tons. 
# daily average of 431-tons, which brings the wtal Tor the 1943-40 crop up to 
180,023 tons. 

‘The draft concession for the erection of Amorican oil refineries at Tripoli 
came before the Lebanese Chamber on the 26th November. Habib Abi Chahta, 
its principal critic, had sent wtelezram from Cairo, where he is « tember of the 
Lebanese delegation to the Araly League, requesting that the debate shottld be 
Postponed until after his’ reta er, however, rejected: this plea 
fund, after-a short debate, approved the concession by a large majority 

On the 20th November tho negotiations betwen the Lebanese Government 

ies and the LLP.C. regarding the disposal of Tripoli topping 

iccenntully concluded by an exchange af letters between the three 
ng for simultancons trauiafors of the plant from the French to 

banese Covernment, and from the Government to the wompany. Tt was 
further aygroed-that nogotiations would be initiated between the campany and 
the Government for an operation agreement to enable thein to work the pane 

‘The Jnahanese and Syrian Governments on the 22nd November published an 
identical communiqué reporting» x which took place between them of 
tho 21st November: to cotxider commercial and. industria! ‘matters. notably. the 
lifting of restrictions on trade imposed during the war. It was stated that 

reament had been reached on numerun points, amongst them the-suppression 
of import and export licences for certain products, which would constitute the 
first reps towards the return of normal trading cmditions 
Damaveus. 


AL tho first meeting of the fifth Ordi 
Deputies on tho 24th November, the late Prime Mi 
lected President of the Chamber by G4 votes to 
Molininined Ayesh and Said Gharel were 
Khoja and Badawi ot Jebel sectetari 
‘ho Prime Minister, Saadutlah statement of the Governmen 

policy (see below) ind asked the Chamber for a vote of canlidenes, but acceded 
fo the request of an Opposition Deputy, Akram Hnarani, that the question of 
Confidence should be postponed until the next meeting in order to enable ‘the 
members to xtudy the Government's statement 

‘The following ure the main pointe af the statement 


(@) The Governiyent's forvign polley wis tare 00, complete independence 
All powers wsid attributions with the exception of the telephone and 
brondensting servicws had been taken over, As regards the evacu, 
of foreign troop. discussionn were now. in their final sage between 
the British and Fronich Governments. ‘The Prime Minister expressed 
the hope that these disctissions would scon, be concluded and that he 
{ould be able to inform the Houw of satisfactory results. The 
Covennnt of the United Nations and of the Arab League formed the 
basis Of Syria's foreign policy. The question of Palestine wax being 


the Arab Longue and the Syrian Government would awart 
the Leagiie’s decision before taking action, q 


(2) The Prime Ministor admitted that, there was room for improvement in 
the internal administration of tho countey after twenty-five years of 
foreign occupation, the Government, with the help of expert would 
Prepare the requisite reforms; hospitals ‘and clinics would-be 

ised throughout the country 

@A for the distribution of land to the 
artesian wells would be provided and special 
to the health anid ediication of the tribesmen, 

(4) The Government, with the aasistance-of specialists, hoped to build up the 

arn 8 ATHY the asin of other Arab aris 

0 inistry of Supply would be atolished from the Ist Jannary, 1948. 

8 When the prewnt MIWA. agreement cone fa tenet tt the beginni 

of the next harvest 


votes for Lati. Maflar 
‘lected Vice-Proxidents, and Hamed el 


tribes bad been started. 
saiteation. would be paid 


ul the Government would adopt a new agricultural 
Policy. 
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chools: bad refused 
1 inister regretted that certain foreign school Rratess 
‘rho hind formerly attended foreign sohools. 


Ae had been 


British. Troops 
Ht in refer to the seat 
x nt bn 
Coletrnnenen ‘oie of the need for training Syrian personne 
Een ry age ett “tan cd 
aati ican OWL Sp the Levant Staten, 
pwn, until recently head of the American alii 
wt Td oe ra ring mi fe De et 
in he ort i ire ng Ma 
in order to conduct a" witeh bunt : 2 mn 
ary ao oi at sexs caneeh in 
to the United Nations Conference. acwompanied ty Abdul Ke 
wll take ap Nie mpbointaent ae scrotary at the Syeian 
Faroese He hae bees replaced at thy Political Departanent in the § 
Foreign Afuirs by Asser ol Nail 


Lebanon. as " 
Sf the Prosident and Ministers from intera 
The noni ot sche Sand November y a miliary rads (which 
{or the frst ye jacluded the former Lebanese Trowpes Spéialn aa olonente 
Fee et a uring) avd a recepion by the Preaident hd Govenisent for the 
Diplomatic Corps. Allied ofiery and notables, ‘The local attendanca, at thew 
ievions ear Body the only sable absentee being the Maronite Patriarch 
Tara said he would be present, bat the President, baving diysovered that he 
peas Maino 13 cal op the Fenth sunt and ia tay i a parkclary 
deel ox tepart that fn attempt was £0 be 103 
Dro-Frnch Leta, had see on sept that an alle ws 
Haale bi os Ue lee teas ona eneyonond Ue gendarmerie 
sre Leics aveay. trom the Ministry of Defence and reat 0 the 
$imury of the Interior (according to the Minister of the Lnterior | ace 
he inaipracties in. which his collengoe had been indulging) and they abut the 
E fies bawe ‘been unified amas comes alee iat anno 
kept separate. This move arouse ie as TO 
4s sil Talninating about oo acak muniges, whi oniaios thal anly 
aoe een vied affeial, and that a well-known expert from Transjoran, bas 
ie peta y= Pei i officially protested to the Lebanese 
Clcmpeatd erie aS Oe ten ak sbevseals. se Sane 
{ithe Haste Tims, on the around that the comparien drawn there between th 
aaa easter oft dane!” aad Stalin as ” pit-lps " constitates.an insult to the 
‘Soviet Union. 


he of ps 


Persia to the Lebanon on 
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Extracts from the Weekly Political Summary, No, 191, Seeret, Syria and the 
Lebanon, of Mth Dacember-—(Recrived in Foreign Office, 81st December ) 


General, 


SPECULATION as to the Arab League's reply to His Majesty's Govern- 
‘nent's declaration on Palestine continues in both countries, though surprisingly 
little mention of the subject: has been made daring the week in the Syrian 
Chatber:. In general the press, which has given much prominence to Palestine 

inclines to the view that the league will reject the clause permitting further 
Jewish immigration, and the principle of teusteeship is also expected to be 

The Syrian Young Men's Moslem Association has distributed leaflets 
ng ayninnt Mr. Bevin's statement and a variety of other matters, including 
events in the Dutch East. Indies 

‘The storm aroused in the Lebanon hy Transjordan utterances on the Greater 
Syrian project hve somewhat died down, though a series of articles in a Damascus 
Rewapapet has kept the subject alive in Syria (sec. "" Damasous,”” below) 
ha Tetanew Najindé party’ have followed the lead of the Phalanges by 

on on the subject: favouring the complete. independence of 
e collaboration with the suber Atak Seatac 


 & two hours’ strike took place in all the princi 
‘of the roturn of the Hatay to Syria, leaden et 


Political organi eposited. petitions with His 
Majesty's Connula, Political Officors and His Majesty's Legation, No disorders 
Wore reported and in moat cams the towns were normal by the afternoon, 
Boonwinic, 

‘Total purchases: for the period the 2rd-30th November amount to 1,896 tons, 
daily, average of 190 tons, which beingy the total for the 145-46 crop up 
0 TRellon / the Leb 

‘ollowing  serien of statements in tho Lebanese press attempting to suggest 
that the protent unsatisfactory state of the distribution of cereals in the Lebooon, 
and the consequent high cont of living, was partially attributable to MLL RCA. the 
Hritish Dirovtor. of SLLR.A. gnve a press conference on, the Lat. Decombor in 
the course of which he pointed out the obvious truth that MICRA. is concerned 
with collection and that all respos for distribution lies on the Lebanese 

wed a conniderable stir. ‘The Prime 

ipply Department the next day, and the press immediately 

blishod articles alleging: serious irrogularities in the department, of which the 
‘opponents of the Govern not slow to take advantage. 


Damnvons 


A vote of confidence in Saadallah Jnbti Boy's Government was put to the 
Chamber of Deputies at the second sitting of the Fifth Ordinary Session on the 
28th November, A number of Deputies addressed the Hose and attacks, were 

Haffar by members of the Coustitutional Liberal party. Ahmed 

. ti attacked the Prime Minjater about the effects of the financial 
agreement ‘made in February 144, which proverves the link between. Syrian 
currency and the French fran be also wad that i spite of the Prime Minisers 
declaration that no pre-eaiinent position would be granted to any nation, both 


the French and British had, in fet, been granted the fifth freedem for the 
operation of airlines. In his reply the Prime Mi er agreed with, Ahmed Bey's 


contention that the fifth freedom should be granted to all nations shoot i dot 
be possible to prevent Freeh aéroplines from using our aerodromes.* ‘Several 
Deputies raised the question of the Mixed Courts, the retention of which they 
considered incompatible with full Syrian sovereignty; in reply Saadallah 
also said that the Government would study the question of their complete abolition. 
Bofore voting took ‘place » munber of Deputies, inchiding Khalet el Aen soul 
Michel Elian, left the Chamber, 72 Deputies voted for the Government, 18 members 
of the Constitutional Liberal party voted against and 1 abstained, 

‘The Damaacus Garrison Oficers’ Club gave a ten party on the Tet December 
in honour of the President nf the Republic: who was described or the ieee, 
card as Supreme Commander of the Syrian Army, although there is no 
constitutional justification for this title. In his speech the President, after tracing 
thehistory of the Syrian army and teferriv ws er cit wee era ‘Meysaloun, 
(where General Gouraud defeated the Amir Faisal’s Syrian army in 1990), sont 
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g to perform their duties towards 

‘The Transjordan Cus io Damas has proved wo the Syrian Prime 
ee teovebe ct o Greats int the atticle was derogatory 
(on the subject of a Greater Syria on the grounds that the Tecra 


Lebanon. 


omen 
28th November 
in TOM, returned to Beirut on a French vessel on the 28¢h Novernber 
in execution Saieonie to that efit made by the Bren hor oe to the 
Lebar une Government in the course of negotiations for the transfer of powars. 

‘Three of “Abdel ‘Hamid Karameh's ass is emp Riosly P — rt 
y 18th Decetnber, 1944) have now given themselves up to the police in 
Batt i eh fel io suerender onthe ace of Safer Toke and 


thas remained in hiding. 
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3 Feely Political Summary, No. 19%, Syria, and the Lebanon, 
Beuiets brcember Wb iteniead in Foveipn Oftce, th Panary, 19MB) 


5 handed. 
+ Minister, on ns from the Foreign Office, hn 
touh the Laddnel and Syrian President on i 18 December, the ian of Ue 
ion the evacuation of troops from the Levant Staten 
Tsim of Great Uiitain aod France sn the Middie Hast, tagetbor 
igo being reese in Landon that dferncon. 
‘Both Pi ‘spoke to His Majesty's Minister with appreciation ol 
seat rattan exert sare the age a bt ed ey 
i ge in evacnation agreeinent which appeared to mean. tha 
Franch roa were wo remain aloe Into Lavon. President Khor nna 
ourage all the latent pro: French hal no indepen 
ae epoca esi ge Watt eser oi 
init discriminatory treatment between Syria and the Vebanon in this respect 
he, therefore, for an asarano from) His Majesty's Government tha 
British troops would not, im fact, leave the Lebanon before the French. | He 
xpressed hit pleasure at the phrase referring vo the consecration of mdependence 
bylthe admisdion of Lebanon to the United Nations, and raised no ob;ection, to 
the statement on similarity of aime though the Lebanese Minister fo. Foreign 
‘Affairs, who war present at the inlerview; appeared sama lettful 
side i en te was fixed for the fi 
President Quwatli expressed digappointment that 0 dai fr the fal 
i id that of his Prime Minister was one of extre 
Soy Ma a wc a ua wy 
Se eg i Sete aH IR ES TT 
President. : : aca 
communiqué was received hy the public with, at best, 
ooo cee com avas Dau aee 
nfortunate Renter messaze by Harold Ring from Paris suggesting that 
Tench forces would regroup in the Lebanon and British forces in a mandated 
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On the 16th December the Lebanese and Syrian Presidents and Ministers for 
Foreign Affairs met at Aley to discuss the agreement, . The same morning lis 
Majesty's Minister was authorised by the Foreign Office to assure both. Gover 
‘meuts that there was no intention of withdrawing British troops from eather Syria 
or the Lebanon in such a way as to leave the French there aloue. ‘This assurance 
Was immediately. communicated to the two Presidents who expressed great rvliel, 
but raised a number of points in the agreement on which they required elucidation. 
They particularly wished to learn at what stage their Governments would be 
brought into Anglo-French discussions on evacuation. ‘Their queries were referred 
to the Foreign Oilice. 

‘Although no strikes have yet occurred, there has been a steady deterioration 
im the attitude of the press in both countries, and there is a strong feeling that Lhe 

Iusion of these unpublished agreements without. the participation. of the 
States’ Governments must mean that a deal has bees done by the British and 

‘ronch Governmenta at their expense, Various Nationalist and Youth Organi. 

tions have published unfavourable declarations 

Ina note de service, dated the 17th December, cirsilated to, all French ‘unite, 
Gonoral Humblot stated that, in view of the conclusion of the Anglo:Frevch agree 
tuent, he had decided to Tift all restrictions allesiug. the entey to British extalib 
mute of French military personnel, 


Economia, 

Total purchases for the period the 7ub-I4th December umount to 3,005 tons, 
a daily average of S14 tons, which brings the total for the 1945-40 crop up to 
TSAO, 

In order to implement the Aral League's decision to boycott Zionist goods, 
‘8 Syrian cctnmittee composed of roprescutatives of all the Ministries has beoh 
sot up and held its firat meoting on the With December, Considerable interest is 
evident in commercial ciroles, where it is realised that Palestige is Syria's best 
‘vustomet, and the possibility of measures of retaliation is not overlooked 

In the first report published by the Hadjax Railway Administration since 
the railway was taken over by the Syrian Government, the Director-General 
points out that the deficit of &8.1,333,854 anticipated by the French company 
for the current year has been reduced by £5,900,00 During the first six months 
‘of the Syrian Administration, ani excess af revenue over expenditure (excloding 
the compensation paid to dismissed workmen) amounting to €S40.210 Nad teen 

A Lebanese niroraft belonging to the Middle Kast Atr Lines has made w trial 
an on the Beirut, Aleppo, Hastché, Qamichlid, Hotrut route. 


Damases. 
Th Datiascus discussions regarding the Anglo reach ageeetieit, sinilar to 

how held with the Lebanese Minister for Foreign A@airs (we Section 1 below), 

ice between His Majesty's Consul and the Syrian Prune Minister, who 
misintained that he was tunable to" wccept” certain of the classsen 11 the’ cou! 
Thuniqué and yn the acthal texts, particularly the roference to the Erench proclama- 
iow of indepenidence of 1941, and the provision that French forces should. témaio 
in the Lebanon uutil the United Nations had decided on the organisation of collec: 
ive security in this zone: this be considered was prejadging the decision of the 
United Nations, and would be giving « privileged position to, the Frene 

During budget debate in the ‘Syrian Chamber of Deputies on the 

18th December, the Government wore violently attacked hiy Opposition Deputies 
ow the grounds that the Minister of the Iuterior had sent a telegram to Aleppo 
encouraging demonstrations of approval before the Chamber had had an oppor- 
unity of aludying the terms of reenient A heated altercation, arose but 
the Speaker intervened and maintained that the agreement could not be discussed 
at a budget sitting; a special session to discuss the agreement was fixed for the 
22nd December. TC appears that the Prime Minister has been considerably upset 
ly the violence of this attack on his Cabinet and, as a result, his attitude of eaution 
and suspicion has become even more marked, 
for At tHe testing of the Chamber on the 10th December motions were tabled 
for — 

(1) Gradual reduction in the strength of the Syrian army. 

Fh Genmerition a 

Amalgamation o lice and gendarmerie. 
(4) Abolition of the Tribal Directorate. This latter proposal was 
‘strongly opposed by Sheikh Trad el Mulhem. 
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‘There has been considerable xpeculation regarding’ possible reshuffle of the 
Cabinet. Naim ntakt, Muster of Finance and Actiog Mliuster of subiie 
Works, tendered his resignatw on te 12ih Lecember, but it was not aoospted. 
(When the preseat administration was formed Ihe was ollered the portioho for 
Foreign Airs but was porsaaded ly the Prune Minister (owocept Une Mining 
‘of Finance until the buoget was framed). He has ageved to continue for the 
Even ‘Adair wil be soup announced, bit this may be dolajed as Ssadullal 
Fabris likely to iosist on handling the negotiations wu conuexion with the Anglo- 
French agreement himself Sutin 

“Zuhare Murabet bas been appointed Syrian Consul in Mos. 


Aleppo. 


tenete 10 toterefere with Bie daparisre.. | 
in The Délégation in Aleppo. ‘The Sy: 
‘anquenot will be grat any ide ol 
woald greatly prefer that be Abo Meo facany reaver in Aloe dining the 
1 woek, in protest ogainat the high cost of Tiving, the great profits recently 
Pade by loonl factory owners, and the high wages paid in Damascus and other 
towns in Syria, Au orderly party of demonstrators snarching to the Serail was 
thly handled and dixpersed hy a strong police force; 85 persons were a 


‘and imprisoned 


Lebanon. 
‘The communignd on the As 


a 
Jo-French Agreement was read to the Lebanese 
t Sa ou. the aiternoon of tho Lith December by the Prime 
Ghaaber of Deputies tasted. Th resent himself took the nnsual step 


" immuniention by the Deputies 

Stinttending the sitting. ‘The reception of thi cotmunicatin ii 
* nd somesbat frigid, and the Minister for Foreign Afairs 
Te doneral foaing hn be sisted th th Taine nul t b hou hy the 

oO ween aot submnitted Lo thete approval 5 
eer ot ey ase Minister for Foreign Allaire subsequently bad two long aie 
comions wh Hix Majesty» Ministar‘on he textaof the a¥o agreements, He 
aplained that ha the agreeweat been teen, or example, Great Briajn an 
See Gintted States, it would hot have aroused the sae misgivings oF called forthe 
ine explanations sipce there were no doubts about out gual faith; i wie 
FABLE the suspicions resulting from past expetiences of French policy and 
a ciiuithe Levant, and from the intensive propaganda, employment o 
meee kein which the Freoch still indulged here, tha. bs Government. were 
forced to examine the agreements with the utmost care, if they were to accept 
thom nnd to rensure pic option abont. denn He ab jaricalarly concern 
tec plicaeyntereste or respattbliien’” which vas dierently worded in the 
Prone text a his Government ld sot recognise that France hal any responsi 
bilities in the Levant... He also objected to the differentiation between Syria nnd 
tits an week che evacuation plan, and cotisidered vhat if French and, Britin 
ae pana emanin fu the Lebanon, ait least a token force vbould reraain in Syria 

oP anes) the fal evacuation... He required assurauces that the reference to 
aoe et ecinmacion af Lebanese independence in 941 dit not imply. am 
Shtigneton on the part of the Lebnnon to eonelude n treaty with France, and that 
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the reference to Anglo-French economic eollaboration with the States did not imply 
‘unwanted French anterierence in their allairs. 

The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Afairs was strongly urged not to insist 
co much ott points of detail, and to prevent as far as possible any irrespousible 
public comment or actions, such as strikes (which had been threatened). - Ln the 
‘Chamber on the 17th December he stated that the withdrawal of foreign. troops 
Would take place simultancously and that no restriction would be paced on 
Lebanese sndependence and soversignty. He also appealed to the press ouly to 
publish authenticated news, and addressed an assurauice (0 the public, especially 
Youth Organisations, that the Government were still studying’ the agreement aud 
that if they found anything detrimental to-Lebanese rights, woich #0 far they had 
nol, they would not hesitate to denounce it 

On the 11th December, during the opening debate an the 1946 Budget in the 
Lebanese Chamber, the Prime Minister spoke optimistically of the financial 
situation he increased size of tho budget (£1.38 million ax 
‘opposed to £1.43 million for 1945) was due to increased expenditure on the 
Ministry of Defence and other security measures. He denied that the Govern 
ent intended to contract an internal loan, but on the other had stated that the 
Hauque de Syrie had been approached to provide a loan of £110 million for 
municipal constructions and that the Government were projecting a scheme 
involving a loan of €1,.19 million for the developrust of agriculture and industry. 
Leputies expressed concern at the increasing expenditure, especially on tho 
‘enyayement anid promotion of officials, and deplored the large proportion of the 
budget which went on unproductive expenditnre and the Gayernmeat's extrava- 
tate. The Prinne Minister, as usual, claimed that officials could not be dismissed 
‘and Toft to starve. 

‘The Maronite Patriarch camé’to Beirut on the 16th ‘TDcetnber on his first 

site visit for more than a year. He was for oue night the guest of the Provident. 
who is having his nctivition carefully watched. So far he hax xaid nothing 
displeasing to the Government. 

‘The Lebaton Government have rejected Ue Anglo- Frese option agreement 
regarding the disposal of the H.B.T. Railway, and have instead expressed thoir 
tire to eater into nogotintions with THis Majesty's Government for the purchase 
of tho Fine on their awn account 

‘The Lehanewe frontier authorities recently intercepted a party’ of Jewish 
shildren being escorted. from Palestine to the Labanon by: womelatived. Zicnitn, 
‘one of whom wits arteated with x grenade in his pocket. - ‘The Lebanoae Govern 
ment are understood to intend to take the opportunity of this incident to 
strengthen their frontier defences and to request the Palestine Government to 
do the name. 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 194, Secret, Syria und the Lebunon, 
Bth December, 15.—(Received in Foreign Office 10th January, 1046) 


General, 

FRENCH dnd British snilitary experts held their first méeting in Beirut 
9 the 21st December and exchanged their instructions, in which cousideriblo 
divergencies wore revealed. ‘The main Anglo-French committee of military 
experts decided to set npy a sub-committee to examine the respective instruction 
with a view to co-ordination. When this sub-coromittee met on the 24th December, 
the French representative handed in a note from General de Larminat on the 
Ativergencies, on which he had referred to Paris for further instructions 

The French note made the following points :— 


1, The British. instructions foresaw that the regrouping of British forces 
evacuated from Syria would take place in the Lebanon, whereas it 
‘was stated the agreement of the 1th December did. tot’ provide for 
any such regrouping in the Lebanon except for French forces 

2. The British instructions foresaw that the French and British forces 
stationed in the Lebanon must be in proportion to their present 
strength whereas the agreement of the 13th December made no seention 
of any operation based on the proportion of troops. 


a 


3. There wad ‘no mention in the British instractions of the mamnteniince of 
security until the establishment of the organisation for collective 
seouirity, whereas the agreement of the 13th December provided for 
the maintenance of such force 


The sub-committee agreed. however, that enough common ground existed to 
recommend to the main committee that pinning for the evacuation of Syria could 

in. The sub-committee will meet again on the 27h December: to prepare. 
Teport for sulmission to the main committee on the 28th December. 

The Uexts of the Anglo-French Agreement were published in London and 
Paris on the 21st December, It was felt in London that leakages might occur 
Gr that distorted versions appearing in the pres might be ased for propaganda 
arposes; in. ao, far as the Levant States wore, concerned, early publication was 
Mesirable in view of tho wild fears and suspicions to which the local press and 

jon were already giving, vent, even thoogh certain. passages in the 

ve rise to strong eriticisin as soon as they became Known 

sits wore published the initial reaction of the Levant 

Ives, which liad not been unfavourable, had given 

way to doubts and apprehensions, ax a roault of their own probing iuto tbe 

documents, of pros messages from abroad and of the trend of local opinion, 

Aeapite every elfort on the part of Hix Majesty’s Lagation to persuade them ta 

‘consider the agreement objectively and to dwell on ite advantages rather than to 
pick holes in it 

Tn Syria dlemoustrations against the agreement took place in the principal 
lowes on the 22nd and 28rd Deceraber, For the first tine theve demonstrations 
‘were anti-British as well as anti-French. In the Lebanon. the reaction of public 
opinion wax comparatively restrained. 


Beonomic 
No figares available 


Damaseus, 


Sinco the first favourable reaction of the Syrian Government to the Anglo- 
Fronch Agroomont after Hix Majesty's Minister had communicated the texte to 
the President anid Prime Minister on the 13th. December (following, which the 
Miniter of terior bad ivtrorted loa authoritio to hang out figs, for which 
ho was later violently attacked in the Chatnber)—the attitude. of the Syrian 
Governiment hax passed through certain distinct phases. i 

Tiy the 15th Decetnber double had boon aroused by detailed study of the 
documents and by prow messages from abroad, as well ag by the first unfavourable 
reactioos of the local newspapers. The anxieties of the Lebanese Government 
Were also no doabt a contributory factor, It was in this frame of amind that 
the Syrian Government met the Chamber of Deputies on the 17th December. foot 
the 16th as stated in Weekly Summary for the week ending the 18th December 

‘The rough handling the Government then received probably brought it home 
to them that they must take a definite line ‘The President's influence soem 10 
have been instrumental in bringing the Government to decide that tbe agreement 
despite certain features to which they took exception, offered same advantages 
to Syria. On the 18%h December tho President and the Prime Minister inter 
Viewed a large number of Deputies and it is reliably reported that they used 
the threat of dissolution if the Chamber proved recalcitrant. Efforts to prevent 
a demonstration by students were almost sucessful. 

By the 20th Decetnter the Government had become. still more doubtful, 
specially as the strength of local opposition was realised: and the President 
sent an emissary to Beirot with a view to inducing the Lebanese Government 
to protest against the agreement, 

On the Bist December His Majesty's Minister went to Damascus and had 
Jog conversations with the President (whom he found in a dour and morose mood) 
and with the Prime Minister who was at first very difficult bat was at length 
induced to write down notes for use in his speech to the Chamber on the following 
day. Ho said, however, that he would have great difficulty, especially as regards 
the phrase "interests or tesponsibilities’® and: the provision for maintaining 
Forces in the Levant to ensure security for an indefinite period, 

‘When the Syrian Chamber of Deptities detated the Anglo-French Agree 
ment on the 22ad December, the Prime Minister emphasised that whereas the 
Agreement had many. points which called for elucidation, there were two elements 
favourable to Syria, the evacuation of foreign forces and the maintenance of 
‘order; this the Syrian Government would be able to ensure, provided the necessary 
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equipment was made available to the security forces. As regards the doubtful 
sviats, be gave the Chamber explanations on the lines which he had reoeived from 
Fras a's Tegation covering. the reference to independence, French and 
British interests in the Middle East, &e. ‘There was, however, one point on which 
fhe had not been able to obtain satisfaction, namely, the retention of the foreiet 
forces in the Lebanon pending a decision by the United Nations Organisation 
fogardimg security in the Middle East; this was unjastifiahle as it anticipated the 
fleisian af the United Nations. ‘The Prime Minister's speech was less unsatie 
factory than it might have been although he failed to give a lead and left the 
Sacto for the Chamber, ‘The speech was on the whole well received and the 
relative documents were referred to the Foreign Affaire Committee for study 
before the debate, which will be continned on the 27th December 

fad Haroun has been appointed Syrian Minister in Tehran: Fui el 
Khouri, Syrian Minister in Moscow, who has been in Damascus for several 
otiths, hne requested to be put of the retired list 


Aleppo, 

Speculation about the Anglo-French Agreement occupied the minds of wll 
rections of the popalation duri ind under review. ‘The Government 
Tite for vonellerable ctitiiaason the groonds that they either knew all aboot 
the nogotintions but did not inform the Chamber and the public, oF that they 
Wore iupafficiontly firm in theie attitude towards the British and French and 
Dot insist on beling kept fully informed regarding the negotiations, The feoting 
fas prevalent that the Britis aod French Governments had failed to consult 
the Levant States during the po ete ‘and on the 22nd December, when 
Aomonstration of protest took place, anticBritish shoots were raised for th 
frst ime 
‘The National Blo appears to be losing ground in the Aleppo area, because 
of the corruption, and ineficioncy which it (s believed to have tolerated, if not 
00 ‘Opponents of Saadallah dJabri's Gaverument seized the opportunity 
of av po hy Nazim Bey Quisi the Syrian Minister in Washington, 
to.sta piration against the ninent, 

‘Gn the 17th Deconiber a large group of Armenians in Aleppo wan 
by wpeakers who urged the Armen) in Syria not leave for Russia but to 
Fothember that they had acqnited Syrian nationality and had the same rights and 
dation ax Syrians, 

‘On the 23rd December a grenade was thrown at the French Delegation and 
‘a little later another was thrown at the residence of the French Officer Com 
manding troop; neither caused damage or casualties. 

His Majesty's Consul reports that the resolution of the United States Senate 
advoonting um ted immigration into Palestine has aroused bitter criticism. 

"Abdul Melek Khedart. the Traqi Consal in Aleppo, is being transferred as 
Firso Secretary to the Traqi Legation in Cairo. 

Tntanon. 

(0a the 22nd December the Lebavese Minister for Foreign Affaire handed 
ton member of the Jogation staff the text of the following communiqué, which he 
‘anid the Lebanese Government had felt obliged to issue to the press :— 

© Two official documents: were published to-day in London and Parit 

to the recent Franco British Agreement, and concerning 

kh ‘The evacuation of French and British troops from Lebanese and 
Syrian territory. 

“2 The concordance of British and French nims in the Near East. 

“These documents lay down principles and establish procedure for the 
evacuation of troops. 

"On the subject of these documents, and in order to obviate any 
ambiguity of error in interpretation, the Lebanese Government solemnly 
declares once again, that— 

“1. Not having taken part in the talks which led to the agreement 
reletrad to ahora, fsbenoa cannot be’ bound by the deci#ions, taken, in fs 
sve which ito fags ste right or srt 
2. Lebanon's pendence and sovereignty are and will remain 
inviolable ; Lebanon, as | member of the United Nations Organisation, will 


‘act in respect of the agreement in the manner dictated by its independent 
status. 
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“8. The withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanese territory» will 
take place simultaneously, in accordance with the solemn assurances given 
to this effect on several occasions, and of which the Lebanese Government 
hhas just received a renewal. 

4 The Goverament, declares that it will not accept any: actor 
reservation tending to modify Lebanon's status, either within the United 
Nations Organisation or in respect of the Arab League 

5. ‘The Anglo-French military talks, which commenced in 
the 218 December, and the results of which will be communicated to 

yrian Governments, will be given the most vi 
bby the Lebanese Government in close conjunction with the 


‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs was informed that His Majesty's Minister 
who wns in Damascus on that day, woald be likely to take strong exception t0 
the communiqué and was urged to get into touch with hint before issuing it 
This, however. did not prove ponsible and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, when 
informed later of Hix Majesty's Minister's aurprise at the terns of the com- 
nuiqué, defended its issue oo the grounds that it was imperative for the 
Government to take an unequivocal position forthwith in order to prevent 
disturbances and possibly a split in the countey: the communiqué was intended 
Solely for internat consutaption and he bad hastened its. iasne because General 
Boynet on his return to Beirut the day before had been reported as saying to 
a urualst thatthe French were to leave Syris tut. were to remain nthe 
Labanon, 

‘At a silting of the Lebanese Chambor of Deputies on the 24th. Deoanbar, 
the Minister for Foreign Aflairs made a atatetent on tho Anglo-French Agree 
mont of shich the following, are the main, points i— 

1. The Lebanon did not consider herself bound by any wgreement. in. which 

the had not upant icipated ; her independence had bean recognived by all 
Powers and she wished for good relations with everyone without 
priviloge for any. 

2 The'Anglo-Freuich Agroement was obscure; It stipulated for simultaneous 

‘withdrawal of all troops bnt fixed no dato, and referred to sufficient 
Torces remaining in the Levant pending the formation of United 
Natious Organisation which wonld have to establish the conditions 
in which the maintenance of international security would be affected 
Since the Lebanon had heen invited to take part im the labours of this 
organiration, ahe would there expres her point of view and. would 
dlomand the complete withdrawal of treops: attention should be drawn 
to two points of capital importance 


(@) Article 82 of the United Nations Charter only foresaw the 
stationing of international security forces at strategic points 
in territory placed under trusteeship. 

(H) Collaboration in the maintenance of international security ought 
ake pace in, accordance with article 43 of the United 
ions Charter in virtne of agreements concluded betwoen. the 

interested parties and ratified by constitutional means. 

. Reports which had reached the Lebanese Government from ite represen- 
atives abroad did not justify pessimism, The Lebanon and Syrian 


admitted no agreement and no action tible of modifying their 
tion as regards either United Nations Organisation oF the Arab 


gue; the Government would undertake no act pri 
Paseo in ees ‘no action without the prior 


‘The Lelanese President is reported to have received a depatation from 
various political groups and to have told them that, some explanations on the 
olacorities in the agreement had already been received and that others. were 
Expected. He urged them to do all in their power to maintain ealm in order to 
allow the Government to devote itself to examining the situation, 
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Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 195, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
ist January, 19468.—(Received 16th January.) 
General. 

Despite all efforts to reasstire the Goyeraments and public opinion in the 
Levant States, the Anglo-French Agreement is still viewed in both countries with 
‘suspicion and’ apprehension, Apart from the particular points which have been 
Mentioned in previous summaries, there remains widespread mistrust of French 
intentions and the fear that, as 1 1920 and 1941, Great Britain. has come to an 
tngreement with France at the expense of the Levant States, which will result in 
‘our assisting the French to recover and maintain a special position, 

‘The Anglo-French Military Committee met. again on the 25th December and 
approved with some reservations a report submitted by. the sub-committee. The 
Intter was then instructed -— 

(1), To, recommend measures necessary. to. raise the Syrian forces. in the 
sharin posible lime tothe requsite state of fen to maintain 
order. 

{2) To draw up in online » plan for the evacuation of Syria 

{3} To callate dato in rogard to she Leba 

On the Strt December General Oliva-Roget lurided in a French aitcraft at 
Mezzé and was flown on to Reirut, but not before his arrival had been reported 
to the Syrian Government. ‘The Syrian Prime Minister immediately ordered 
that road blocks should bo placed at all exits from Mexeé and on the roads 
crossing the Syrian-Lebanese frontiers, that no Frenchman wax to be allowed 
to lenvo Mezzé or to enter Syria, and that no French convoys or French personel, 
‘oven escorted by Britiah forces, were to he allowed to pass the blocks. 

‘On the name day the Fronch landed 156 snilitary and. air force personnel at 
Beirut from a Kronch sbip which had come trom Marseilles Tho Lebanese 
Prime. Minister first learned of thin during a meeting of the Chamber and 
‘announced, amidst loud applause, that he waukd prevent these troops from landing 
hy foroe, bat they had already landed. 

TL is. (09 early. yet to amexa the effects of these two events, but despite the 
French explanation that General Oliva-Roget’s visit. ix only to pack his bags 
before taking up an appointment. in Europe, and that the newly-arrived 
permonnel have come to replace men posted home for reasons of sickness, leave, 
Toemination of service, dc. It is already clear that both Syrians and Lebancse 
fare more than ever convinced that there hax heen no change of heart by the 
French. 


Keonomie. 

‘Total purchases for the period Z3rd-B0th December amouint to G15 tons, a 
daily: average of 68 tons, which brings the total for the 1945-46 crop up to 
184,780 tons 

‘The devaluation of the franc has been widely commented on in the Syri 
press and satisfaction bas been expressed that Syrian currency  remaine 
unaffected: ‘Thin ix described as" the first great advantage obtained by Syria at 
the break with France and the complete xeparation of the frane and the Syrian 
pound is now demanded, 

The Syrian and Lebanese Governmonts held a series of talks.on economic 
matters on the 25th and the 20th December, os a result of which it was annioanced 
ip the Lebanese Chamber thot they iad agreed (2) to make final division of 
the Customs revenues for the years 1M3-+-5 in the proportion 56 per cent. to 
Syria and 44 per cent, to the Lebanon: (2) to suppress the Ravitaillement tax on 
imported ‘With effect from next February; and (3) to, reorganise the Office 

that each Government would be directly represented on it and 
jon would be eliminated 


Syria—Damarevs: 

‘On the 27th December the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Syrian Chamber 
presented its report on the Anglo-French Agreement; its general tone was uncom- 
Promising. Tn the debate which followed leading members of the Opposition 
Froke with violence against the agreement and, after a heated exchange durin 
wihich the Government were again reproached with having originally ex 
Tpproval'of the agreement the Prime Minister insted of a wie of confidence, 
ciety he obtained by 50 votes to 8, with one abstention, some 10 Deputies leaving 
the Chamber before the vote. 
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_j0n, the, Sst December the Chanter unanimously passed a tesolution based 
‘on the recommendations of the Foreign Afiairs Committee and stating 
on the recone ig nd stating that. they 
“That the Government should protest to the United Nations’ Organisa 
tion against the azreement snd against the maintenance of any foreign forces 
on Syrian territory, and shonld ask the United Nations Organisation to 
intervene to secure complote and immediate evacuation 
should forthwith call for a’ meeting of the 
League so that ic might study tho agreement, which 
the Lebanon but all Arab countries, and take 
measures with a view to the execution of ite decinion regarding the evacuation 
of all foreign forces from Syria and the Lebann 
“That the Government should tako all necessary measures to face every 


10 ptpjudice the country's, independence and 


‘According to the pross Naim Antaki, Minister of Finance, has submitted 
his resignation on health grounds. He ix confined to hix house and it is known 
yes are giving hit trouble 
it Ostrorog has informed Hix Majesty's Minister that the Syrian 
inter in Paris hax replied to the French protest on the closure of schools in 
Syria. His note enclosed a copy of the circular lotter sent ou the 30th Oxtober 
by the Syrian Minixtry of Poblic Instruction to foreign schools other than 
French, and atated that no discriminatory measure had heen taken ayninat French 
swhools which could function in the same conditions as other foreign schools, i, 
if they complied with this circular. Count Ostrorog said that in these oircum: 
stances the French proposed to open their schoolk-on the 4th January. The 
Syrian Prime Mininter, whon ehown a copy of this note by His Majonty's 
ster, said that the French schools in Syria might reopen when they had 
‘conformed to the regulations of the Ministry of Education but not before, and 
again referred to the failure of French schools to reply to the Ministry of 
Education's circular of March 1945. Count Ostrorog was informed in thix sense 
and it. was pointed out to him, that to open French schools in face of Syrian 
opposition at this juncture might have unfortunate consequences in. view of the 
prevailing excitement over the Anglo-French Agresment, He said he would 
consult his experts particularly ax to whether it would be possible to agree to 
Fronch schools replying to:the eitvulur-of last Mart and promised 10 discus 
the matter avain with Hix Majesty's Minister when a decision had heen taken, 


Lebanon. 
The tove of the Lebancse press on the subject of the Anglo-French Agree- 
mest, whick continuo’ to ‘hald first Place, ‘became. almont, violent by” the 
Zh December, but has since been somewhat moderated, though it is clear that 
‘suspicions are still widely entertained that Great Britain has done a bargain 
with France at the expense of the Lebanon which the French never intend to 
quit. Pro-French elements endeavoaring to profit from this situation are not 
mF Tho Lebanese Winisee for Rerelga Af 
19 Labanese Minister for Foreign Affairs summoned Count Ostrorog on the 
ist December and protested agninet the troope on the“ Saittaire'" having been 
brought in, without the previous consent of the Lebanese Government (see 
General" above). Count Ostrorog, after explaining that these men constituted 
neither reinforcements nor replacements of existing units, said that General 
Humblot would be instructed to concert with the General Officer Commanding, 
British Troops North Levant, means of notifying the Lebanese Government in 
future of any movements of Freich or British troops into or out of the Lebanon 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs appears to have been reassured. 

The Lebances Chamber, after a series of mectings, had made considerable 
progress with the budget, but were unable to complete it before the end of the 
‘YeaF and another session will le necessary for the purpose 

‘The Lebanese Chamber on the 19th December protested against the reported 
‘vote of the United States Senate in favour of unrestricted Jewish immigration 
into Palestine. 
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When the budget of the Ministry of Justice was debated in the Chamber 
on the 28th December, two Deputies pressed for the abolition of the Mixed Courts 
and the Minister of Justice replied that the Government were studying the 
necessary measures to that end. 
weeifaat Kazaonn, the Deputy caught redhanded smuggling arms in the Bekaa, 
was sentenced on the 2ist December to 15 days’ imprisonment (which he. had 
Miteady served) and £5yr-100 fine. He subsequently. resumed his seat, in the 
Chamber. A. more serious matter was the arrest at Beirut Airport of, the 
Counsellor of the. Lebaiese Legation. in Paris in possession of 750 sovereigns 
Sthich be was alleged to be about to smuggle into France. In subsequent 
interrogation he has inctlpated the Lebanese Cousul-General at Marseilles as 

her eiicials. His resignation. from the Lebanese Foreign Service has bees 
accupted 








CHAPTER IL 


(B 7611/3/65 No.9 


Mr. Bevin to Mr. Parquhar (Cairo); No..677; Mr. Grogftey-Smith (Jedda), 
No. 176; The Karl of Halifae (Washington), No. 772; Mr. Young (Beirut), 
No. 280; Sir H, Stonehewer-Bird (Bagiad), No- 206, 


Sir. Foreign Ofhee, 8th October, 1045, 
AZZAM BEY, the Secretary-Genoral of the Arab Laagne, catue to see me 
this afternoon, After an exchange of greetings, ho expressed. anxiety about or 
attitude towards the Arab League. 1 replied that I was equally concorned about 
the Arab League's attitude tous Did they want to be friendly? Azam Bey 
replied "* Yes.” 
2 I referred to the terrible conditions in Europe duc to racial hatred»—the 
Jews stood out as the prime sufferers cn this swore. The Jows, T xaid, were first 
cousins to the Arabs and, instead of upproaching them as though they were 
‘enemies, could not the Arabs come to look upon them as friends? Azzam Bey 
agreed that this was the right approach, “God,” he said, "has punished the 
ermans for what they have done 
chances of reproventatives of the Arab and 
12 we and talking over the present problem? ‘To this Azzam 
d that he had been prevent in 1889 when Mr. Malcolm MacDonald had 
ol the Jews in one room and the Avabe (ooidentally, De. Weizmann 
‘whom T had seen a few days previonsly, made a similar remark) T pointed ont 
that it might take a dozen talks to accomplish anythings hut the first point was 
would the Arabs participate? Azzam Bey thought they would, if they wore 
approached in the right way 
4. In conclusion, Azzam Bey expremed gratitude at my reviving hin and 
especially for my talking #9 frankly 
Tam, &. 
ERNEST BEVIN, 


(B 8742/15/31) No, 10 


Extract from Houte of Commons Debate, Vth November, 1945, 


Polestine (Anglo-Amertean Committee of Enquiry), 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs (Mr. Ernest Bevin): 1 
like, with the perinission of the House, to niake a statement 
His Majesty's Government have been giving serious and contin 

to the whole probleis of the Jewish commonity that bas arisen as a result of Nazi 
persecution in Germany, and the conditions arising therefrom, It is, unfortu 

rue that until conditions in Europe become stable the future of a large 
umber of persons of many races, who have suffered under this persecution, cannot 
finally be determined. The plight of the victims of Nazi persecution, among whom 
wore a large number of Jews, 1s unprecedented in the history of the world. Hi 
Majesty's Government are taking every step open to them (o try to improve th 
lot of these unfortunate people “The Jewish problem is a great human ove. We 
‘cannot accept the view that the Jews should be driven out of Europe, and should 
not be permitted (o live again in these countries without discrimination, and 
contribute their ability and their talent towards rebuilding, the prosperity of 
Europe. Even after we have done all we can in this respect, it, does not provide 
2 either have scent ben demande mad ap vs for Inge ale 

ere have recently been demands made upou us for immigration 
into Palestine. Palestine, while it may be able to make a contribution, docs not, 
ly itself, provide sufficient opportunity for grappling with the whole probl 
His Majesty's Government are anxious to explore evary possibility which will 
result in giving the Jews a proper opportunity for revival 


































































































The problem of Palestine is itself a very difficult. one. The mandate for 
Palestine requires the mandatory to facilitate Jewish immigration and to 
encourage clase settlement: by Jews on the land, while ensuring that the rights 
td position of other sections of the popolation are not prejudiced ther 
Majesty's Government have thus a dual obligation, to the Jews om th 
and to the Arabs on the other. The lack of any clear definition of this dual 
obligation bas been the main cause of the trouble which has been experienced in 
Palestine during the past twenty-six years His Majesty's Government have 
made every effort. to devise some arrangements which would enable Arabs and 
‘ows to live Lagether in peace and to co-operate for the welfare of the onintry 
but all such efforts have been unavailing. Any arrangements acceptable. t 
panty has been rejected as unacceptable to the other... The whol» histor 
Palestine since the mandate was granted has been one of continued friction 

culminating at intervals in serions dixtnthan 

The fact has to be faced that, wince the introduction 
bona ‘mparsible to fin the Arabs and the se 
differences in religion and. in. ural and social 
thought and conduct, are difficult to reconcile, On. the ot 
commanities lay claim to Palestine, one on the ground of a ‘cupa 
tion, and the other.on. the ground of -historie association coupled with the 
unleraking gives in the fire world war vo eatablish a Jewiah home. ‘The tad 
{hat has to be accomplished now isto find means to reconcile these diverzencos. 

the repercussions of tbe conflict have spread fat beyood. the stnall land in 
which it has arisen. The Zionist cause has strong xupporters in the United States 
jn Groat Britain, in the Dominions and elsewhere: civilisation tne been appalled 
by th aflering which have nen iafced i rcet yearn the perc Jews 
of Europe, On the other side of the picture, the cause of the Palestinian Arabs 
hha beet espoused by the whole <Arab world and more lately haa become a mattor 
‘of keen. interost to their 90 million co-religionists in India,” In Palestin 
thare ix always the serious risk of distorbances.on the part of one condition 
other, and asich disturbances are bound to find their reflection in, wich 
field. Considerations not only of equit umanity, bot also ot i 
amity and. world, peace, are thus involved. ju. any search for solution 

‘To donling with Palestine all parties have entered into comanitin 
‘ave the commitmants imposed by the mandate iself and, in addition, the various 
statements of policy which have been made by Hix Majesty's Government in the 
Course of the last twenty-five years. Further, the United States Government 
thomselves have undertaken tht a should be taken in respect of what 
in their opinion, affects the basic situation tir Palestine, without full consultation 
with both: Arabs and Jews 

Having regard to the whole situation and the foct that it hin ¢ 
world-wide interest which affects both Arabs an 
nent decided to invite,the Government of the United States. to co-operate with 
thom in feing wp a Joint Angle- American Comoiice of Enquiry, under, a 
rotating chairmanship, to examine the question of European Jewry and to make 
e'tariher review of the Palestine problem tn the light of tbat examination, 1 ath 
happy to be able to inform the House that the Government of the United States 
Ihave accepted this invitation: 

‘The terms of reference that have been agreed, betweon the United States 
overnment and His Majesty's Government are os follows 


(XY To examine political, economic and social conditions of Palestine as they 
‘bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration aod settlement therein, 
and the well-teing ofthe peoples now living the 

(2) To examine the position of the Jews in those countries int Enrope where 
they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution and che 
practical measures ‘taken, “or contemplated tobe take thone 
Countries, to enable them to live free from discrimination and 
oppression and to mike estimates of those who wish, or will be 
impelled hy their conditions, to migrate to Palestine or other counties 
‘outside Exirope. 

(8) To hear the view of competent witnesses und to consult represent 
Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as sich problem 
Affected by conditions subject to examination under paragraph 1 and 
paragraph 2 above, and by other relevant facts and circumstances, and 
fo make recommendations to His Majesty's Goverument and (othe 
Gorerninent of the United States for od interim handling of those 
problems, ax well as for their permanent solution. 
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(4) To uake such other recommendations to His, Majesty's Government, and 
he Government of the United States as may be necessary to rn6et the 
immediate asain from conditions aye fo ssnialon wale 
paragraph 2 above. by remedial action ip the European countries in 
Pah iy the. poovision of facilities for emigration to, and 
Mtement in, countries outside Europe 

‘Those are the terms of reference. The 
determined by the committee themecives an 
Tee te ettzactoaly, chroogh the media of sub-couiiticos, Wilh 
their various terms of referencs The committee will be invited 0 deal with the 
stiers referred tin their terms of reference with the witmost expedition, In 
tumplying with the eed and fourth paragraphs of their terms of referee, the 
cemtee will presumably take such steps-as they consider necessary in onder to 
{form themselver of the chaeacter and magnitudo of the problem cfeated by the 
War. "They will also give conmiderntion to the problem of meithenent in. Fitton 
Mal to poseblecounteies of disposi, In the light of their investigations they: will 
take chootimensatzons to the wo Governments far dealin with the problem in 
ta faterier until much tine naa. permanent aolition «aps be subsnittod 10, the 
Appropriate orgau of the United Nations. 

rr tecunoendatzons afm Committee of Enquiry sich ax will now be set up 
witl pho be of fumense help in arriving at a solution of the Palestine problesn 
The eementten will, to accordance with the fist and third paragraph of their 
ea a ea akeon examination on the spot of the politica, exanoraic aad 
tertal conadtcaoe which ave at present held to restrict Umiizration into Palestine 
Tid attorconvuleing representative Arabs aud Jews, submit proposals for dealing 
With those protlenie, Te will be necessary for Hin Majesty's Government both to 
Whe artion!with'n view ta securing some satisfactory interim arrangements, and 
ieee pulley for permanent application thereafter, ‘This enquiry will 
vailtate the Sosing ot a lution which wll, i tora, facilitate the arrangement 
{or placing Palestine ander (eusteeship, 

Po far ar Palestine Is concerned, ( will be clear that His Majesty's Govers 
uent avnot divest themselves of their. duties and responsibilitics under th 
Manaine awhile the mandate continnes. ‘They: propase, in accordance with their 
Hodges to deat with the question In three stages 


{i) They will consult the Arabs with view to.an arrangement which will 
‘ensure that, pending the receipt of the ad inten mnendations 
‘hich the Committee of Enquiry will make on th 
interruption of Jewish immigration at the preseot, monthly 

{ii) After considering the od interim recommendations of the Committee of 
¥ they will explore, with the parties concerned, the prowsibility 


ng other temporary arrangements for dealing with, the 
Palestine problem until » permanent solution of it can be reached, 
Cit Thay will prepare a permanent solaion for ‘nabininsion to the Uni 
N 


Nations, and if possible an agreed one. 
‘The Howse will realise that we have inberited in Palestine a most difficult 
Jogacy, nid our task ss greatly complicated by undertaking given at various 
line fo varions parties, which we feel ourselves hoand to honour. 


Miss Rathbone: What aboot your own policy 


Mr. Beein: Any violent departure without adequate consultation would not 
only afford groond for n charge of breach of faith against His Majesty's Govern 
quent bat would probably. cause serions reactions throughout th Middle Kas 
land would arouse widespread anxiety in Tndia. 

This Majesty's Government are satisfied that the course which they propor 
to pursue in the immediate future, i not only shat which isin accordance with 
there obligations, but ix also that which, in the Jong view, is in the best interests 
Of both partice. Tt will inno. way. prejudice either the action vo bo taken on 
the recommendations of the Committee of Enquiry, or the terms of the 
Trustesship Agreement. which will supersede the existing mandate, and will, 
therefore, control altimate policy in regard to Palestine. 

His Majesty's Government in making this new approach, wish to make it 
‘clear that the Palestine problem is not one which can. be settled by force, and 
that any- attempt to do-so, by any party, will be resolutely dealt with, Tt must 
te settled by discussion and conciliation, and there can be no question of allowing 
dan insue to be Fareed by violent conflict. We have confidence that. if this problem 
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is approached in the right spirit by Arabs and Jews, not only will a solution 
be found to the Palestine question, just to both parties, but « great contribution 
will be made to the stability and peace in the Middle East 

Finally, the initiative taken by His Majesty's Government, and the agree- 
ment of the United States Government to c-operate in dealing with the whole 
problem created by Nazi aggression is a significant sign of thetr determination 
to deal with this problem in a constructive way and « humanitarian spirit, But 
T must emphasise that the problem is not one which ean be dealt with only in 
relation to Palestine : it will need a united effort ly the Powers to relieve the 
miseries of these suffering peoples. “I would add, in conclusion, that throughout 
thore hns been the closest consultation between my right hon. friend the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and myself in this matter, which concerns 
him since the mandatory statas of Palestine brings that territory within the 
responaibility of th which is also a deep concert to me, since 
the problem is clearly am international problem. Tt is the intention of Hix 
Majesty's Government that the problem shall continue to be handled in close 
collaboration between our two Departments, in order that the particular question 
of Palestine, andthe wider international: iskies which are involved, may be 
harmonised, and treated and a wholo, ax a great human problem, 


Colonel Olieer Stanley. The right hon. gentleman tas just made a most 
important statement on a sost delicate and difficult problem, "There are obvious 
questions, and thore are matters cn which we should ike explanation, but 1 
personally: feo}, and I think many hon, members will agree, that 1 would much 
profer not to have to. put them until we have had an opportunity to study the 
right: hon. gentleman's statement, and that any disoneston should take place, 
not in the atmosphere of questions and answers, which, in delicate w 

this, always presents certain dangers, but in reasoned debate, 

gentleman can aay. as E hope he will be able to na 

iven an opportunity to debate this urgent matter, I would prefer to postpone 
Any comment 


Mr, Becin: L think that if the right hon, goutlemau would put that question 
to the Leader of the House on Thursday we. might have an opportunity to 
connider it, We have not considered debate, but if ropresentationn are mai 
[taterraption.) 1 ask hon. membre not to got excited. F personally do not 

wil With arrangements for debates 


ianley: Cant put a question to the Leader of the House nowt 
‘The position ix hat I; and I think many othet hon. mombers: would be prepared 
to waive our right to ask questio jow if we were assured that there would be 
w debate, I do not ask that, immediately. the Leader of the House should settle 
the arrangements and tho day, but perhaps he would say, in reponse to what 
1 ie ke: ‘united request on the part of the Houm, that he would give « day 
soon for debate 


The Lord President of the Councit (Mr. Herbert Morrison): ‘We nhall not be 
<itieolt on that point at ail, if there is 4 general with In the Hooke for n debate, 
and T gathor there is. My right hon, friend and I thought that as the statement 
has just been mado, it would be as well if members were to read it carefully 
and then, Hf they want to talk about it, ax approach could be made through the 
usual channols, and, if necessary, I would make the announcement on Thursday 


Mr. Janner: T wonld like to wske the right hon. gentleman whether, in view 
of the statement he has mado that the responsibility of the mandate rests pon 
‘our shoulders, he proposes that, that responsibility showtld be carried ont until 
tome new policy is adopted: and whether he proposes to insist that that shonle 
be in the forefront of any new policy; also if he will bear in mind the fact tha 
fat the present time, there are some 1,250,000 people anxious to go to Palestine. 
‘and see What arrangements can be made? r 


: T would say to my hon, friend that this problem has been one of 
inthe world, and 1 would appeal to him not to introduce 
racial feeling. From my point of view, I can assure him that Tam struggling 
to the best of my ability as Foreign Secretary to solve this problem, not. I hope 
‘on the basis of the passions involved in the immediate difficulties now facing us. 
But T am sure'that this Hous and Jewry as a whole, apart from the Zionist 
organisations, are anxious to ser a final solution. I give my hon. friend my 
personal assurance, as T gave it to one of the Jewish leaders the other day, that 


5 


I will stake my: political future on solving this problem, but not in the limited 
aphere prescated to me now. 

Mr, Stakée: T want to sk the Foreign Seeretary question on this very 
important point. T have no wish to raise controversy on this matter.  [Zaler 
rubtion | Ay wish ta ask the Foreign Seeretary whetber he will bear in mind 
that his preamble, while referring to specific promises made to the Jews, did 
not make! any. specif reference to the eategorical promises made previously to 
the Arabs: Particularly, my T ask the right hon, gentleman whether We tk 
‘aware that the Arabs have made perfectly clear to everybody their willingmess to 
Halpin this vital problem hy admitting Jews ino territory other than 
Palestine, 

Mr. Heein: 1 beg my right hon friend, this crisis, not to pursue. racial 
szntagonisms itis the mm inthis world to sell anything 
when racial antagonino in raised, eoting me very well, and I 
‘thank them for it. There is eof responsibility, except for one «mall 
Sectiim among Jewry, and all the Jews aro not Zionists. They want. thie 
Problem settled, Tamm. pursuing this course inthe bope of trying to find a 
solution, I know it has difficaltion, This ix the first time I have heard the 
hon. Member for Ipswich (Mr. Stokes) not being controversial, But, when we 
have had 0 many ware, so much bloodshed, over racial agaist, 1 world 
appeal to this Hote to help zoe to earry ont my job, and find a solution of this 
prebleen 

ir. Sydnéy Sileerman Tn view of the arrangenont that’ bag been nade, 
Tas ek ety ae ray right Boa. friend any questions, “I think ie would Be 
fo 1ot the opportunity. pass, without thanking the Foreign 
‘very careful and lengthiy statement, and for the spirit in. which 
‘on having secured the co-operation, in this 
difficult matter, of the United States Goyornment, 





(E 9852/19/31) No, 11 
ott Killeara to Me. Byein—(Recetecit 18th December.) 


(No. 1800.) 


Sin, Cniro, Sth December, Wl 


WITH. reference to am No, 2341; 1 havo the honour to trons 
hnewith a copy of the note from the Secretary-General of the Arab League 
cencloainy, the roply of the League Counell to your proposals togarding Palestin 

2. This text is obviously a translation from the Arabic original and ix 
very lame in various places 


have, se 
KILLEARN, 


Enclosure in No. 1 
The Seeretary-General of the Arab League 40 the British Ambassador. 


Nore. 
“as 50h December, 1940. 
"HE. Secretary-Cienernl of the League of Arab States presenta his compli: 
roents to his Excelleny the Ambassador of His Beitaunie Majesty ad has the 
hhonoor to enclose herewith the reply of the Council of the League to Mr, Bevin's 
statement on Palestine * 

Tn accardance with the wish of the Counci} of the League, the. Secretary: 
General requests the favour of forwarding this reply a8 soon as possible to 
his Excellency the Principal Seeretary-of Sinte for Foreign Affairs, 

The Secretary.General of the League. expresses to his’ Excellency. the 
Ambassador his best. thanks nel avails himeelf of this opportanity to xenew the 
assurances of his very high consideration, 











































































































52 
Reply of the League on Mr. Bevin’ Statement on Palestine 


«STATES of the Arab League were informed of the statement of your 
Excellency, delivered on the 14th November, in the House of Commons 

‘The Council of the League liad seeu the statement and the note with which 
it waa communicated, individually, to the Arab States 

The Council. apps the British Government's will to implement the 
‘agsurances given in 1939, and their promise to consult the Arab States regarding 
Palestine, since its fate directly concerns these Arab States, both in the present 
and tn the future, 

‘The Council realised from your statement the sincere effort you have made 
iu understausling both the Palestinian and the Jewish problems in their varions 
pwc, 

‘The Council appreciate your K;xcellency’s emphasis to the Arab eternal and 
actual rights im Valestine, and your clearness in distinguishing between the 
Zionist and tho Jewish problems, and- your endeavour to act in helping the 

pean Jows and others who had suffervd persecution under Nazi and Fascist 
gimes, so that they may be able to live peaceful and secure in theif national 
homes. 

‘The Arab States recoynise iu your endeavours a worthy hutoan act that Teads 
to.» lasting peace by avoiding to cure an old injustice with anew one, and to 
relieve the persecution af a peaple by persecuting another 

Tf Zionism was allowed to realise ita objective in Paleatine, the Arabs would. 
definitely: lowy their national rights in thei 
right by which they ean determine their o 
by thei ancortors from time i self u perseciition to the 

the Jews in-other countries, 
10 and fascint, 


proper homes with whens 
tradition 


Moreover, it has created « permanent friction between both parties that is leadis 
atrugigle between Jews on one side aol Arabs atid Moalotns on the other, whic 
had no precedent in history, 

"To the contrary. the Arabs and Moslems were, all through history, the most 
tolerant people on earth, and the most friendly to Jews. This new struyzle will 
have the most undesirable consequences, not only on the Jews themselves, but also 
on thé pees abd seonrity of the Rast 

‘Therefore, your Excellency’s statement is clearly adjusting the state of affairs 
by confitining the unchallenged Arab right in Palestine, and your intention not to 
support the creation of a Jewish State én that countey 

jhe League Council hope that sch an attitude would ead towards support 
ing democracy, abel thos enable the majority to practine its right of self determina. 

in Ni P ih 
tion and realise the indopendence of Valestine which was pledged by your 
Government 3 

Your Excellency had pointed ont in your statement, and in the attached notes 
to the Arab States, that you desire to continue immigration into Palestine at the 
Drésent monthly rate, even after the entry of the full namber of 75,000 that was 
granted in the Paper of the 17th May, 1939. 

Your Excellency expressed your wish to aonsult the Arabs in order to obtain 
thoir acquiescence to continue Jewish immigration. 

The Arab States did not know on what basis the figure mentioned to some of 
‘them was formulated, nor was it clear what contributions the United States or 
the British Expire propose to contribute daring this period in this matter, while 
you propose further new immigration to an Arab land 

he Arab League, by failing to understand the fail reasons of your proposal 


‘asking for further immigration into Palestine, fear that it was proposed as a result 
of Zionist political pressure in Great Britain and another friendly countey. Tt it 
4s to, it is the more a reason for refusal to consent to a new immigration than to 
accept it 





38 


‘The Zionist object is a Jewish majority and a Jewish State in Palestine, and 
for realising this object the Zionists are using all means of persuasion’ and 
Violence. ‘The Arabs, on the other side, will never be able to agree to a Jewish 
immigration emanating from Zionist pressure. gave 
ances of 1939 and pledged a final policy in Ps [persecution was at 
its worst. This policy was voluntarily laid down by Britain in view of ber 
experience and her responsibility towards Arabs and Jews, 

PeSerenty-fve thoueand immigrants were to be allowed, excladed' Uhe Hamer 
of illegal immigrants, in five years, and by 1944 it was definitely declared that no 
further immigration shall be allowed, save with Arab acquiescence. 

jow that the situation has been relieved of the exceptional circumstances of 
1939 and the Fascist and Nazi régimes are utterly destroyed, and the persecuted 
Jews became in the safe trust of the victorious democratic Powers, the Arab 
League sce no reason for further exceptional measures to be oarried against the 
interests of the local population of Palestine, and which will only continuo the 
troubled state of affairs in Palestine and expose dangerously the pence in the 
Middle East. 4 

It is known in many circles that a reat number of Jews in Palestine itself 
desire to leave the country. to the United Statex and to other places, They have 
expressed their desire, despite the Nazi Zionist terrorisin which, unfortunately, 
dominates Palestine, aud which opposes its authorities, and restricts the fr 
of the Jews themselves ax individuals or groups to express their own free opinions 
and wishes, i 

‘The case being 0, would not your Excellency find it more reasonable at just 
to acquiesce to these legitimate desires to leave Palestine than to agreo {0 a 
further Zionist immigration ; 

‘The States of the Arab League, who enjoy with Groat Britain and the Unites 
‘States the best friendly relations, believe that all investigations by: Committee of 
Enquiry for further immigeation into Palestine are not justified, because, in the 
‘opinion of the Arab Laague, they will bo enquiring into the samo question in which 
Brevis cmisaons eoaference and oers have enquired in various parts ofthe 
World. They are sure that all investigations would lead to the truth, which is 
indivisible. They are also sure tbat demooratic principles, on whove basin they 
co-operate as members of the United Nationa, wil not reflect any donbt,on Arab 
Tights in Palestine, nor on their desire for self-etermination and independence 
twhich eagerly expected 

‘Tho League Council avail themselves of this opportunity to assure y 
Excellency of their desire that friendly understanding should alw 
British relations, and that the approach of problems and solving them should be in 
the light of supreme human principles, which manst be established. all over the 
world to overcome the miseries aud calamities of the present time, and Joad 
humanity to a new era, in which permanent peace can be secured und the spirit of 
toleration and justice can reign, and the exchange of world blessings in the interests 
of all on the basis of equality and fraternity 











































































































CHAPTER IV.—PERSIA 


(IN 14695) 10674/38) No. 12 


Sir K, Bullard to Mr. Beoin—(Received 2th Octobe?) 
(0. 850.) 
Sit, Tehran, 12th October, V9. 
IN ‘reply to your despatch No. 215, dated the 13th September, 1 have: the 
hiouour to state that there 1s no Coun y 
Hersian Communists, but they have not formed a party. ls party, wh 
Is rrequentiy culled Communist, repudiates the titie, and its published programme 
fx reformut, It is to be supposed that if the Tudeh len ne Mite. power 
they would become extreme in programme as well as ruthless, on Boviet lines, in 
meihiods, but it ix not correct to tall the party Communist, and if reasoable 
reforins wete introduced in this country, iis possible that many awanbers wonkd 
fall away from the Tudeh, which at present weems to hold ont the only hope of 
an improvement in social conditions 
2. The support given by the Russians to the Tudeh party, which is obvious 
‘enough, is given through various channels. In Tebran the Todeh Deputies and 
‘other loaders are in contact with the Soviet prest attaché, but they. also see the 
Soviet Ambassador not infrequently. In Azerbaijan itis the Soviet Town 
Commandants who seem to inspite Tudeh action and to preitect its members 
the industrial town of Iafaban the Soviet vico-cotsa! took part in the organisation 
of Tudeh " trade unions,” which have, however, since collapsed 
3. Te remalbs to be seen what ‘will happen when the Soviet troops have 
ovacuated Northern Persia, Tho Tudeh party bias become greatly discredited! 
by its open dependence on Rusia, and may disappesr. Tn that care we might 
6 the" Democratic” party of Azerbaijan extending to Tebran and other town, 
bat here, again, the name is suspect. Reza Shah did not 
party to exist In Persia, and he persecuted individnal Comm 
probable that any Persia Government that had the power would try to suppress 
comniunixm rather thin remedy grievanices ‘There are plenty of Rasian-trained 
Cooumabists, sosily “Armenians, In Persia who are qualified 0. Cary 
propaganda after the withdrawal of the Russian troops Hut many of them ay 
eave with the Rewwians or moderate their tone. For instance, Obvanesaian, the 
violently Commttnist Armenian Deputy from Azerbaljon can hardly hops to be 
lected again unless the elections take place before the Ruslans leave, and 
without bis itinunity as a Deputy he might find (t ificult to carry on propagibida, 
4, Persia then is in too elementary a stage, and too extraordinary a 
condition, to fall exactly within the limits of yo je-mentioned despatch 
When their troops have left Persia the Soviet Government will presumably take 
stock of the position and adapt their policy according to whatever situation may 
develop. Even if a Persian dictator of the force of character of Reza SI 
should arise, it seems probable that the Russians will not submit to a resumption 
of the policy by which he prevented all Communist propaganda and executed 
or imprisoned any Communists on whom he could lay his banda. Which channels 
they decide to use will depend on how openly they find it possible to work 
Thave, & 
RW. BULLARD 





(i 9248/81/34) No.1 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bevin —(Receieed 2th November) 


(0. 857. Secret) 

Sir, Tehran, Tth November, 1945, 
vo MITE reference to my despatch No 269 of uhe 28th July. T have the honour 
transmit herewith report on Persian nflairs daring July, August and 
September 1945, a git asst 
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Copies of this despatch are going 1 His Majesty's Consular Officers in 
Persia, His Majesty's Kepresentative 1p Moscow, the Goyernmeut, of India, the 
Persia and Traq Command, the Middle East Command, the British Middle East 
Office and the Political Intelligence Ceutre, Middle East 

T have, & 
RW. BULLARD, 


Enclosure in No. 18 


Internal Politics, Majlis. 

1. The political deadlock which began in June owing to Une refusal of Lie 
minority group in the Majlis 0 accept Sadr as K'rtine Minister coutinued over 
early the whole of tio period whder review. Lhe MMOFILy persietentsy sai 
taibed their tactics ol abstraction, Sunply by absonting Uewselves trom the 
Chamber whenever it appeirod Likely tint a vole of eonudkace might be taken, 
they reduced the number 6! Lepoties present below the quorul, which 14 alwundly 
high. The majority tor their part reused to accept the diclaUou ol the minority 
‘and to withdraw tneie support tom Sadr, and eventually, of the 1th July, Sadr 
Was able to present his Cabinet to tie Majlis when 10¥ members were present 
The Tudeh Deputies did not auend, 

2. An incovelunive discussion of the Government's prograsme continued for 
some time. ‘The minority eventually issued a manifesto against Sade, and seat 
‘deputation (o the Shab Wo say that they woul! not accept any Kesponstbility for 
the government of Le country. Although Wie Shah was reported Lo have bee 
entirely nou-committal in his reply, 1b W ally believed Lhat. His Majesty 
Was not in favour of Sadr, but would have proterted his own previous choice Of 
Hakimi as Prime Mister. Tu the meantime Government business Was at & 
standstull, the only Bill passed being one to authorise the Government to invur 
fapenditure up to one-twellth of the annual budget to cover current needs, 
particularly the cost of Government salaries 

'3._A special semion. of the Majlis to mark the end of the war with Japan 
was held on the 16th August, but Lie minority did aot attend, The minority, 
Consisting of some thirty-two Deputies who, Tor yarious reasons, opporod 
Government, appeared to bavo formed, together with the eight Tudeh membo 

‘lee, determined bo opporo Sade at nuy price, Sotue of 
these Deputies were undoubtedly iniluenved by their dosire to sea Sad replaced 
by a Prime Minister more likely to favour their re-election in the approaching 
electious, though a growing mumber of Deputies, including even some of the 
minority, were coming round to Ube opinion that no elections should be held until 
all foreign troops had left Persia. 

4. Un the 15th August the Majlis, at the Prime Minister's request, beld a 
special wession to discusk a mutiny of army officers, which had occurred in Meshed 
a day or two earlier, and also the disturlances which bad recently broken out in 
‘Azerbaijan. Sadr lot it be known that he considered the discussion on these 
events a test to determine the fate of his Government, Tn the ensuing debate 
the majority reaifirmed their confidence in Sadr, declared that the minority: by 
holding up the work of Parliament were responsible for the disorders in. the 
‘country, and proposed to hold daily sessions and to invite Ube minority to attond, 
The result was an improvement i the position of the Government, ahd although 
the two groups in tho Majlis failed to compose their differences, the minority 
‘group did, early in September, consent to attend sessions and thus to provide the 
necessary quorum, S; 

SAL the session of the 4th September, after Dr. Abdu, a member of the 
Persian Delegation to the San Francisco Conference, had mado a Joni and care- 
fully prepared speech on the activities of the Conference, on the drafting of the 
United Nations Charter, and its application to the Persia of to-day, the Majlis 
approved the Charter unanimously J 

On the Oth September a proposal by Deputy Ardelan that in future no 
foreign national should be engaged without the previows sanction hy the Majlis 
was approved by a large majority. On the 271h September a Bill was passed by 
BD votes out of 105 antharising the Gorernment to incir expenditure up to two- 
twelfths of the annual budget to cover expensos for the period the 20th July to the 
Shh September. Little further business was done by the Majtis up to the end 
of Septemter, Altbonah the minority maintained their onnosition to Sadr, and 
Sithoneh even the majority tezan to show sions that they did not intend to keep 
Sadr in office indefinitely, there was 9 Targe measure of azree:nent among all but 
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the Todeh and a few extremista, that it would be unwise to remove: Sadr and 
precipitate a crisis at a moment when the fate of Persia was perhaps being dis 
cussed at the Conference of Foreign Ministers in London. 

7. On the 25th September the Sadr Government at last obtained its vote of 
confidence from the Majlis by seventy votes to forty, This rather unexpected 
success for Sadr was obtained at a moment when much indignation was felt in 
Tehran at a telegram.sent.to. the London Conference by a newly-formed 

Democratie “party of Azerbaijan which demanded autonomy for that province, 
and claimed the right, while sobmitting: to the general laws of Iran, "to be 
masters in their own land.” Under the influence of a debate on Azerbaijan which 
aroused feeling aguinst the minority, the Majlis gave its vote of ‘otldence ta 
Sadr. 


Sooter Penetration. 

3. Early in Joly « delegation of prominent Russinn trade unionists arrived 
in Tehran in response to an invitation Issued by the Tudeh party anour organisa: 
ion. The Visit was arranged without the peruitssion of the Fersian Government 

d not dare to stop it. Similar invitations tasued to trades unions 
in Great Britain, the United States and ¥ pear tw have met with no 
response, ‘Tho delegation made a tour of the Uasprah provinces and visited 
Tabriz where they inspected various factories and talked with the workers but 
Ignorvd the managers. ‘The Ruxaian-controlied Persian presx devoted tu 
10 the ™ spontancins * welcome said to have been shown to the visitors 
trade amon sia. A reasonable estimate of the total industrial popola- 

104) anid by no means all are members of the ‘Tudeti unions, 
At Lsfatian, for instance, which ix the main industesal centre, the great tnajority 
‘of the workers belong at prevent to a trades union which is opposed to the ‘Tudel, 
fa fact mado abundantly clear by tho omimion of the Russian delegation to visit 
that town here they were uncertain of the reception they might receive, | By 
‘agreement with the ritiah military authorities, Hix Majesty's Embassy informed 
we soviet Embassy that for security reasons it would not be possible to allow the 
Soviet Trade Union Delegation to visit the southern oil area. The Soviet 
Atitawador replied that they Iiid no intention of doing x0, though he could not 
understand what objection there could be 

9. In July there eral increase im Tudeh propaganda in 
Mestied, Hamadan, Ker Southern Kurdis Lo reply to spench 
hy Soyid Zin attacking Russian and Tudeh policy in Poraia the Prarda published 
A viotent article, ater broadcast from Moscow, scouring Seyid Zia, the Prime 
Minister, and bix Government, of reactionary activities and attempts to suppress 
freedom, of organising terrorist, groups. arming the tribes, The Rssians 
tiradeait the article frum the Toran Wirelest Station. The Bevsinn Minister 
of Propaganda intervened just ton Inte to aap It bat in ime to cut the tran 
mitsion short. The pro-Ritssian section of the local press was now pubilishin} 
increasingly violent anti Hritish articles accusing Great Britain of opposing all 
movements of freedom and progress in the interests of Bri 


with the landlord and his supporters, and 
nt ensved in which some persons, including the landlord, were killed. 4 
nsagheh, in Azerbaijan, the Tudeh occapied the Government offces and tare 
the Government officials oui. Although the Russian Ambassador disowned this 
movement on behalf of the Russians and (rather sggestively) on behalf of tho 
‘Tudeh, and told the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Government was free 
to tnke any action it liked to restore order in Maragheh, the Persian troops who 
ventured {0 arrest the local Tudeh leader were themselves confined to wrracks 


hy the Russians, who also released the prisoner. In Ktiorassin Tudeh complicity 
was suspected in a mutiny of the Persian army officers described below in the 


a 


‘séction entitled "Persian Army.’ Tudeh activity it ie true wus not allowed 
to go entirely unopposed. Local peasantry encouraged perhaps by etissaries of 
Seyid Zia’s party frequently came to blows with the Tude 
Mazan boat ‘by early September the eivil administration al 
Shahi and Babul was virtually in Tudeh hands, and armed ‘Ty 
‘Tudeh armlets were patrolling the railway stations of Bandar i Gaz and Shahi 
TAs a result of these disturbances and of reported disaffection in the 
any the Government ordered, on the 23rd August, the strict application in 
Tehran of the Military Government Inw including the probibition of nll political 
demonstrations, the suppression of newspapers: whith incite to. vioktice, and 
Ue re-imposition of a curfew. The Government also sent a commission of enquiry 
to Azerbaijan and their arrival early in September was the occasion for the tesue 
of a manifesto “by the people of Tabriz’ appealing for protection against 
‘Tudeh oppression. The notices were, however, at once torn down by the Tudeh, 
anid the commission of enquiry appestrs Uo have achieved little. Tn fac, the netivity 
of the Russians i the North continued to cause inerensing anxiety. were 
paralysing the Persian administration, encouraging n Kurdish nationalint move 
ent, aud allowing no political party exept the Tudeh to exist, Until the removal 
‘of the censorship in September they filled the world with Taxs propaganda about 
Persia and axed the censorship to suppress news from other soures. A new 
nt wns reported at this titwe from Azerbaijan—the formation of a 
“Democratio party") which saved a proclamation on the Bl. Seplambyr 
nomy for Azerbaijan " with due respect to the independence of 
ght of the Azerbaijanin “to manage the affairs of the pro 
‘he close connexion between thin new party and the Tudeh 
m the beginning, The Tudeh movement had recently incurred. tnu 
um owing to ile open connexion with the Russians. Tt complicity in the 
military anntiny in Meshed had also by now been clearly established, It war 
therefore doubtloe thought necessary to-adopt new tactics. Henco tho roorganina- 
tion, ander Soviet inspiration, of the forees of disintegration in Azerbaijan under 
tho new title of the" Democratic’” party. ‘This party held a meeting in Tabriz 
an the 25th Sepieber at which i elected wixty delegates to attend a Genera) 
Conference of tho party to be held early in October. 
party activity, during his period there is ttle to report. 
party, the Lradeh i Milli, had planned to hold. its firat open air 
Mestied on the 22nd July, but early in the same morning Soviet tropa, 
nied by Persian police, arrested many members of the party. committee, 
houses and coniiscated documents relating to the party. Submo- 
quently, most of the arrested men were released, but seven were banished, and 
After the dispersal of Seyid Zin's supporters tho clon co-operation of the ‘Tudeh 
ful the Soviet military propaganda authorities in Meshed was moro in evidence 
tha 
13, “Tudeh attempts to hold party mectings and demonstrations in ‘Tehran 
in mid-September were frustrated by prompt measurex taken by the military 
governor who closed the party offices, A considerable number of Left-wing news: 
papers were also suppressed during September, thoagh some reappeared under 
other names. The jovernment began also to show unusal courage 
protesting to the Soviet Embassy againnt Rossin activities in the North and 
kiving information on the subject to the press. They wore encouraged to dow 
partly by the realisation that the evacuation of tho whole of Persia by Allied 
troops was only a matter of months and partly by the abolition of the censorship, 
‘o0 press telegrams which allowed the Persian Government to defend itself against 
the scurrilons and partial reports of Tass. The Persian Goverument’s protests 
against Soviet interference in the internal affairs of the country either met 
howover, with no response oF proviked a series of counteraceusations to the effect 
that Persian officials and police were inciting anti-Soviet activitiok An article 
by an ex-Todeh member in a Tehran newspaper accusing the Russians of tran. 
forming the Azerbaijan Tusleh party into the new Democratic party called forth 
a violent protest from the Russian Ambassador, who demanded att explanation, 
to be submitted to M. Molotov, within twenty-four hours: The Soviet "" war of 
nerves” was, in fact, in full swing at the end of the period under-review, 


Tribal Situation. 

14. Tho tribal sitnation daring the past three months has given the Persian 
Government little or no anxiety for Kurdistan. Tn Southern Kurdistan operations 
around Merivan and in the Avroman area have been undertaken to punish 
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Mahmud Khan Kanisenani for his attack on Merivan, to show the flag and to 
collect arms. Little has been. achieved. though the equivalent, strength of two 
Persian divisions has been engaged. The Kurds bave taken refuge in difficult 
terrain on the Iraqi frontier and the approach of winter will bring the operations 
to.a close without any remult having been achieved. The ill success of the Eraqi 
army: in tho eariy stages of its operations against Mulla Mustafa Barzani has 
ertainly emboldened the Persian Kurds. There is some talk of a Persian Govern- 

tat commission being sent to Kurdistan tocllect a sottlement. If military ofixers 
of the Reza Shah school can be eliminated from its ranks, aud if the commission 
sets about its task in the belief that the tribes of Persia have common rights 10 
educational, medical and economic benefits and to a reasonable share in. local 
Goyorpment employment, something may be achieved. 

15. Northera Kurdistan, though not recently the scene of any military opera- 
tions, is potentially the mare dangerous aren in that the Russians have encouraged 
both Tudeh activities and the Komala or Kurdish Autonomy party, the full eflects 
of which cannot yet be usse 1 Kurish chieftains was recently 
taken to Baku by the Soviet authorities, but it ix not known whether the Kurds 
are being asked’ to, apport a separatist movement for Aze or whether 
Kurdish autonomy. in ndditions ix implied, 

16, Brom othor tribal arvas there is nothing of intereat to report 


Withdrawal of Allied Troops. 


17, On the 10th July the Foreign Ollie sot forth His Majesty's Govern 
rmont's aims regarding the withdrawal of Allied troops, ‘Their object was to relax 
tho Russian grip in North Persia and, if posible, to got all Russian troops out 
of Persia bofore the date prescribed by the Anglo Soviet-Persian Treaty (i, six 
months after the armistice with Japan). Hix Majesty's Government had already 
proposed to the Russians simultancous withdrawal by stages and military dis- 
‘cumsions to work out details, but had had no reply. ft seemed clear that the 
‘Russians did not wish to withdraw their forees in Ube uear future. They probably 
hoped hy remaining to got no firm a hold in North Persia that they: could establish 
their domination over the Persinn Government. If they. wore succesful the 
consequences for His Majesty's Gow F imperial interests in South 
Persia would be moat serious. Hix Majesty's Government intended to propose at 
the fortheomaing meeting of the Big Three at Potsdam, that British aad Soviet 
forces ahould withdraw simultaneously from the Tehran district on nn agreed 
date. Our only hope af dislodging the Russians lay in cur readiness to withdraw 
British troops, We had no other form of pressure except to confront the Russians 
with the alternatives of withdrawal simultaneously with as or of being abown 
up publicly to Persin and to the outside world ax the Power responsible for per 
wtuating foreign oceupation of Persia. We could not be cortain that the 
fussiuns would choose the alternative ws desired but there was a reamnnable 
‘chance that they might 
18. At Potsdam His Majesty's Government circulated « memorandum to 
the other delegates of which the following is a summary -— 


‘Tho time had now come for the complete joint withdrawal of Allied forces from 
Tuslay Eile Majery's Goveroosent propaed tee apse 


(1) British and Soviet forces to withdraw completely from Tehran at ooee. 
GB Britian Aroope wold then be withdrawn to-Abaden aaah the eae 
oilliold area and Soviet troops to a zone in either north-east or north 

) Bitch end Soviet. Hd then be 
(3) British and Soviet troops. wou! wit rom Persin 
pelos ps n ithdrawn from Pers 


19. It was agreed at Potsdam (on about the 28rd July) that Britis 
Soviet torene aula) withdraw from Tehran at oaee, and Nat the Conseil ot 
‘oreign Ministers at their first meetine: in September 1945 should consider further 
eLiawadven et aldttres torres 
_ 20. The Foreign Office instracted His Majesty's Ambassador to make with 
his Soviet colleague a simultancous notification to the Persian Government of the 
decision to withdraw from Tehran. He should not at present mention the 
proposed discussion by the Foreign Ministers of further withdrawals. ‘The 
coordination of arrangements for withdrawal of British, Soviet and United 


a) 


States forces from Tehran should be arranged Jocally by the embassies concerned, 
The following were the principal points for discussion — 


(@ The timing of the withdrawal. Our first aim should be to agree with 
the Russians on as early a date as possible for the evacuation from 
‘Tehran of all combatant troops. 

(0) The arrangements for the liquidation of British military assets. 

(c) The fattire of the British Airways service to Tehran. 


21 As the Soviet Government obstinately refused to send instructions to 
their ambassador here, His Majesty's Chargé d Affaires (Mr. Lascelles) informed 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs alone on the 2ad August that British and Soviet 
forces would be withdrawn from Tehran at once. Alr, Sepahbodi received the 
communication with gloom because hie had been hoping for much more and becanse 

mmunication from the Soviet Ambassador. 1e also 
r ye Lown Alone or surrounding district 
Mit Lascelles replied that our noatest point would be Quin, and we hoped that. the 
earest Russian point to the west would be Quevin (which wax almost eq 
distant). ‘The next day Mr, Lascelles informed the Soviet Aumbassador of is 
fiction and the latter accmed ready to admit that the Russian troops should with: 
draw to Qaavin.. As the embassy had foreseen, however, be then soli back. on the 
ones defined in the-exchange of letters of August 1041, (Tihis had laid down 
that the Britiah zone should be Khuzistan and the Kerianshah area, while the 
Russian zone would be Azerbaijan and part of Khorasan; Meshed was not to 
be occupied, but Rosaian troops were to guard the aivtield,) Ho did not regard 
the withdrawal of the Hiritish troops to Quin as the equivalont of the Soviet with: 
Arawal to Quavin, because he argued that Qaavin was in the Soviet zone and Quin 
‘vas far outside Ue British zone. His Majesty's Ambassador consequently 
pointed out 10 the Foreign Office that thore. waa little hope of persuading, the 
Russians at the Couneil of Foreign Ministers to withdraw from any part of their 
‘one while wo not only remaiged sn ours but spread far beyond it 

22. With regard to point (c) above, the embassy pointed out on the 
‘uh Avgust that the withdrawal of troops involved a prior decision about foreign 
thir lines aing Tehran aaa Lerminal, ‘The, position of air Lines was thik:— 

(a) British Oversoas Airways Corporation was a State line for the period 

‘Of tho war, though if there was room it carried private passengers on 
payinent.. "The authority under which it operated to ‘Tehran would 
Piiue to an end with the departure of the last of the foreign troops and 
the coneequient cessation of the Anglo-Soviet-Versian Treaty. 

(8) The Russians operated a military airline between Russia and ‘Tehran 

Sad. in addition, nsed military aircraft for cubotage between Tehran, 
Mesbed, Pablovi and Tabrie. a 
{(c) Ameriean Army Air Force operated military aireraft to and from Tehran 
‘carrying private passengers when it suited ther. bs 
(d) The French operated a military aitline by agreement with wx. The 
cent was constantly infringed by the acceptance of civilian non 
‘iical passengers 


28, The nerodrome position was this 


(a) Aehrobud. was. used by the British Overseas Airways Corporation the 
{Rural Ait Foroe, the French and the Persian Air Service, ‘The ground 
‘tail was provided hy the Royal Air Farce. a 

{b) Qaleh-Murgeh was cocupied by the Russians and the Aisericans, the latter 
being there as our tenants. 


If we retained British Airways with ite present status, the Russians could 
Tete that this justified the retention of their airlines as a military measure 
Tye mtassy recommended therefore that British Airways should apply to the 
Peer Metermment for a commercial concession, It would be dificult for the 
Permian Goverallow suit and if they replaced their military by a commercial 
They could hardly maintain their catotage Vines in Persia 

i Ce oti 7th August the embassy reported that the American military 
auth nities in Tehran had provisionally fixed the middie of September ax the date 
Teegrateall American trvops except for the United States Army Liquidation 
Commission should have left Tehran. 
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25. On the Oth August the Soviet Ambiissalor tld His ‘Majesty's Ambas- 
sador that his embassy had at last notified the Potadam decision to the Persian 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The Soviet forces would leave with the greatest 
possible speed. In reporting this to the Foreign Office the embassy pointed out 
that the Russians had the advantage over us und the Americans in that they had 
no assets of any importatice in Tehrar 

26. On the 1th Angust the Foreign Office communicited lo the embassy 
their new proposals, revised in the light of the virtual end of the Japanese war. 
for the withdrawal of British, American and Soviet troops, for discussion at the 
Foreign Secretaries’ meeting’ in. September: Two alternative conries seemed 
possible 

(1) To agree om the exact date in 1946 by which she withdrawal must be 

pleted, and to publish the date. 

@) To.act as in (2) above and. to- press in addition that there shold be am 

intermediate mit by which British and Soviet troops would 
withdraw ed aunes.. Thesn withdrawals conkd. be 
the lines of point 2 of propel 

drawal to the British and Russian zones defined in Aug 


27. His Majesty's Embassy replied on the 22d August that course (1) 
should be excluded a# a first Hine of approach to the Russinns, as it a 

‘saying publicly that the Allie» regarded themsel profit 

Wy the Hotter of the treaty long after any 

would play into the hands of the Russians 

course (2) the embanay suggested that Hix Majea 

to the Russians the total withdrawal of both troops in low than xix months. 
that the war with Japan was over, the only delaying factors were physical ditt 
culties of transport and the dispional of assets, and it abould. be peas 
iurmount theso 1 Tow than aix months in view of the political issues at stake 
Te would be invaluable if we coold inform the Russians that we wero ready to 
withdraw completely by about the 12th Devember=the date on which the Persian 
oneral elections were due toe held, If they rejected the proposal meroly becatire 
they saw rio reason to hurry, the world would then know that the blame for the 
delay did not lie with us. If, on the other hand, they decided to move-out with 
‘us; it would hamper their plans for interfering with the elections, 

25, Meanwhile, on the 20th August, the Foreign Secretary of the new 
Labor Government, Mr, Bevin, had annonticed in Parliament that His Majesty's 
Government did not desire, and did not believe that their Soviet Allies desired, to 
take advantage of the treaty facilities in Persia for any purpose other than for 
the prosecution of the war, Mx. Eien, in commenting on, this speech for the 
Opposition, ayeeod entirely, and added shat Hie Majesty's Government had only 
ont interest in Persia, to noe her prosperous, unites! and strong the laxt thing they 
wanted was a recurrence af the zones of influence of many year’ ago. 

2." On the 23rd August the embussy returned to the charge 

(tion of British Airways. They pointer out 
Force at Mehenbad aerodrome wax na closely bound ap with the Brit 
service to Tehran that the withdrawal of the Royal Air Force could not be planned 
tuntil the future of that service wax known. Nor could the embassy discuss details 
of the withdrawal with the Russians as they would raise the question of the 
hirflolds immediately. If British Airways applied forthwith to the Persian 
Government for a commercial concession. the embassy could negotiate with the 
Persians accordingly and seek to arrange for Royal Ait Force persounel to provide 
essential services at Mebrabad (which would be tinnded tack to Persian contrel) 
until they could be replaced by British Airiays officials pending the establish 
ment of 4 suitable Persian organisation with the necessary foreign technical 
‘assistance, which, it was hoped, would he British. ‘The alternative was to 
draw altogether, but this would throw the Persians into the hands of other air 
ines_—-probably American. Meanwhile, army plans for withdrawal from Tehran 

the end of Seplomber were going ahead, and unless the main party of the 
Wosat Ate Force cout keep pace with them they, would be in a very diffcalt 
‘situation, as they depended on the army for administrative services. 4 decision 
‘about British Atrieays was thus an essential preliminary to the withdrawal of 
British troops. 

80. ‘The Foreign Office replied on the 25th August that in British post-war 
plans for oversens air services Persia would not be served by any British airline, 
thongh a service from Egypt to Tehran might be operated by. the new Anglo- 
Egyptian Company if and when it was set up. Also, British Airways were in 


6 


service to Tehran inmediately 

‘SL. The embassy answered on the 28th August that, site no British sirline 
would run to Persia after the expiry of the Tripartite Treaty, it would make the 
‘evacuation of British troops from Tehran a ranch more clear-cut affair, and would 
be better for a number of technical reasons, if British Airways service ceased 
by the 2nd October, when the withdrawal of the main body of Royal, Air Force 
and British military forces would have been effected, In fact, the cessation of 
this military line would hav vellont political effect as marking the end 
of the British evacuation of Tehran. His Majesty's Government agreed to this 
Proposal on the 2nd September 

32 Meanwhile the Foreign Ollie had teon repeatedly enquiring of the 

ubassy why Allied troops had uot been withdiwn from Teliran at once. as 

reed at Potedam. ‘The embassy replied on the #0th August that, so far as th 

Pitish troops wore concerned the withdrawal began at once bur. to comple 
it in a fow days was not possible, It was complicated by many factors. The 
railway was now run by the Perkans and worked slowly. Signals alone must 
take n considerable timo to move. ‘The 1,700 odd British troopx in ‘Tehran wore 
split up into smal each with equipment, states, &¢. These were moving 
south all the Lime. Nearly all combatant troops would go on the 15th September 
And headquarters and everything else except rear parties would leave on the 
Tat October. This inethodieal evacuation enabled thera to make arrangements for 
disposal of assets which otherwise would have been impossible. The whole saheme 
of evaruation had beew delayed for tack of a-devision about Britinh, Airways 
Nor had it teen porsible to bogin discnasions with the Soviet authorities until 
that was settled.” As regards Russian withdrawal from ‘Tehran there wax no 
sign of thin yot, but they had so much loos here than we bad that that war not 
surprising, 

33, Anticipating His Majesty's Government's decision about British 

tary attaché to this emabamy onthe 28th August 
if the withdrawal. - Needlens 
clicit a reply, On the 11th September, therefore, the Foreign 
instructed the embary.to inform, the Soviet. Embassy in. writing exactly 
‘what the British position in Tehran would be hy the 2nd October and, to request 
the Soviet, Finbasry to supply details of the evacuation of Tehran by Soviet 
troops. The embassy made the prescribed communication on the 19h September 
(alding particulars about the witvdeawal of British Lroops by the 16th Getobet), 
Tt stated: that 
(i) by the 2nd October the British arniy and the Royal Air Force would 
‘have withdrawn from Tehran except for rear partion; 
(ii) by the bth Octaber the only Beitish troops in ‘Tehran would be 
Viquidated party of sixty-two oificers and men; 
(ii) a military survey party of 105 officers and men engaged by the Persian 
Government in connexion with the Tar irrigation project would be 
‘working soutl of Tehran until the 86th Novembor 
‘The note als asked for corresponding information about the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops 

‘Copies af this note were sent to the Persian Government and to the American 
Embassy. The Soviet Embassy has not replied to it 

‘34. Meanwhile the Persian Government had seni a note on the 9th September 
to the British, American and Soviet Embassies offering congratulations on the 
fend of the war with Japan and requesting that. in accordance with article 5 of 
the Tripartite Pact, Persian territory should be totally evacuated by the 
2nd March (ie, six’ months after the signature of the Japanese armistice); 
furthermore, any action taken for evacuation before then would arouse the 
gratitude of the Persian nation, 

‘35. The departure from Tehran of British combatant troops began on, the 
12th September. Suddenly and without warning the Russians withdrew theit 
troops fom Qalch Murgeh airfield and barracks on the night of the 
1sth-19th September—leaving them in filthy condition. Intourist. personnel, 
however, remain, and the existing Rassian airlines to and within Persia continue, 


serviced by ground staff pretending to be civilian. The Russians continue to hold 
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the northern railway, and at Tehran railway station they’ Keep a considerable 
number of employees, some in uniform. ‘They also retain in Tehran about forty- 
five houses, some of them containing uniformed personnel. 

$6. British Airways’ final Hight from Tehran took place on the 
2th, September, 

‘37. On the 30th September the Foreign Oifice telegraphed the decisiot of 
the Council of, Foreign Ministers regarding Persia, taken on the 22nd September 
Tt Was to the following effect -— 

‘The council noted that letters had heen exchanged betwees Mr. Rovin 
and M. Molotov and agreed that there was now no need for the withdrawal 

‘of troops fron: Persia to be disused by the present couference 


88, "The following is a summary of the letters Teferred! to 


(1) Me, Hovia to M. Molotov, dated the 19h. Septembor—Sinco it. was 
eoided at Potsdam that the further stages in the withdrawal of 
‘Allied troops from. Persia ahould be discussed by the Council of 
Forsigd Ministers, the situation his been changed by the end.of the 
Japanese war, Ode two Goveraments will now withdeny their farce 
from Persia by the od March, 1046, six. months after the Japanese 
armistice, and all we need do ix to ask the council to note this date 
T further propor to suggest that, when the question comes up, our 
two Governments shall-agree that by the middle of December. 1945, 
their respective forces shall be withdrawn fram the whole of Ts 
except that until the 2nd March, 1046, British forces may remain 
the southern oil area to the south of and ineluding Andimerbk, and 
Soviet forces may remain in Azerbaijan 
@) M. Molotoy to. Mr. Bevin, dated the 20th. September-—Tho cecinion 
regarding the withdrawal af troops from Tehran has already beet put 
into affect from the Boviet side. As regards the complete withdrawal 
of Soviet troops from Persia, the Soviet Goverment consider that 
thie should be eflected within the period laid down in Anglo Soviet 
Persian Treaty, If necessary, the final withdrawal of Soviet aud 
British troops from Persia could be discussed between us. towards 
the énd of that period. The Soviet Government accordingly see 20 
need for this question to be discussed. in the Connell of Foreigm 
Ministers 
‘30, Th mubsoquient Gxcbiange of letters Mr. Bevlit reiterated bit view that 
the fail date for withdrawal war the Ind March. 1016, and the Soviet Foreign 
Minister replied reiterating the importance which his Goveroment attached to 
tho strict fulfilment of obligations (thus evading any commitment a» 
date of the withdrawal), 
40, ‘The Foreign Office at the same time instructed the’ embibay” 10 
‘communicate the toxt of tho council's decision to the Persian Government, with 
to coat 
wnicatn the mibstatice of the exchange of letters for the present 


Anylo-Soctdt-Pervian Censorship, 
On the 2nd Joly, His Majesty's Embassy suggested to the Foreign 
Office that the political censorship cn press mieeanxes from Persia might now be 
abolished, and that the Russians should be asked to agree. The American 
‘Ambassador was also telegraphing to his Government in this sense. The British 
‘military authorities had no objectiow provided no information about numbers 
‘ud movement of troops, ée.. was sent out. The embassy addled that the censor 
ship was based on article 3 (ii) (f) of the AngloSoviet-Porsian Treaty and was 
intended to protect the commbnications meutigned in 3 (i) (b). Article 3 (iit) 
roquired that in the warking of the censoeship full. consideration should be givers 
{othe essential needs of Persin. ‘The needs of Persia, in the view of the embassy. 
required that both sides of the internal political question should be presented 
tothe world, At present, Russia was (through the Tass Agency. which, betinz 
official, was exempt from censorship) presenting one wide and at the xame time 
using the censorship to. prevent the dissemination of even the mildest reports 
written from another point of view. This could not be reasonably claimed a= 
necessary for the protection of Allied communications now that aid to Russia 
‘was no longer passing across Persia. 
42. After discussion between the Foreign Office, the embassy, the United 
States Ambasiador and Persia and Iraq Command, it was agreed that the 
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definition of condemnations in article 5 of the agreement J 
Which the censorship was exercised should be replaced by the following :— 


“Any communication which conveys information cuncemning the 
deployment of troops oF supplies in the prosecution of the war against Japan 
and the output in Persia, and distribation, of petroleum or other strategic 
products for use in the war against Japan. 

48. Meanwhile, on the Stat July the Persian Goverment sent to the British 
and Soviet Embassies an official request for the abandonment of the: potitical 
eensorship. 

‘44. The embassy was still pressing His Majesty's Government to accept the 
redefinition of condemnations described alové, as political trouble in Azerbaijan 
made it important that political news should get out untrammelled, when the 
end of the war with Japan arrived. His Majesty's Gover: 
instructed the embassy to inform the Persian Government and the Sovi 
that they regarded the continuance of Allied censorship as unnecessary. 
‘embassy were to make a joint communication to the Persian Government with the 
Soviet Finbassy, bat, if the latter had fo ingtraction within 1 week, His 
Kmbasy were to make the commanication alone. ‘The Soviet Embaasy, ax ama, 
received no instructions, so His Majesty's Rmbisy, acting alone, duly informed 
the Persian Government on the august that British censorship had ceased 
that day 

45." Inspired by this the Soviet section, of the ard September, coased 
cousorship of all telegraphic and postal communications botween Perein and the 
Britich Empire and United Stat 

46, On the 1sth September the Persian Minister of Posts; Telogeapha and 

phones ivtracted the Persian Post Ofice te cense wading mail tothe Soviet 
section of the censorship and the Soviet eenwor protested. » This courageons move 
fon the part of the Persian Government, however, passed urination! an it. was 
immediately overtaken by further developments. On the 19th September. the 

Soviet Ambusndor informed the Persian Government that all Soviet consorship. 

wns ceasing forthwith, 


The Pertian Army 
ATA. Morate-—Certain factors militating against good discipline have 
bean noticed in previous reviews of the Persian army. They will potsint 
Recently discontent at their financial position nmony the offers has increased 
‘The Randans were not slow to notice this and, throngh their agents, the Tudeh 
parcy, fanned the flamen of thix discontent. In mid-August eighteen officers of 
the Meshed garrison, headed by a, lleutenant-colonel in the Supply Department, 
obtained possession cf a jeep, two lorries, a witeless-telegeaphy set and arms and 
ammunition, To prevent porsait they immobilised the remaining army vehicles 
bby removing thoir switch key and by putting aalt in their petrol tanks (maar, 
though more effective, is ton expensive in Persia), With the connivance of the 
Russian control post (some say avoiding the control powt ty # detour) they mado 
their way to Bujonrd, having taken the peceaution of entting the telegraph Tities 
bet worn Meshed and Kuchan. On arrival there they gave out that they were come 
fin inspection of the cavalry squadron stationed th hey disarmed the 
squadron and made for the Turceman Stoppe. Tt was thonght in Meshed, and 
the General Staff was no informed by the Russinns, that these mutineers would 
join forces with a bapd of armed Torcomans sald to number between 1,000 and 
2.000 and subsequently attack Meshed. Tho Chief of the General Stafl, having 
much experience of Russians, did not think that they would go out of their way 
to give him accurate information about a gang of smutincers with whom they were 
probably in sympathy, nor did he think it likely that the Russians would tamely 
allow thom to attack one of thei garrison towns. He acted, therefore, on the 
assumption that information was wilfully misleading and reckoned on the 
mutineers heading in the opposite direction. Having no troops in. Gunhad-i 
Qabus, through, which place they mast pass he asked for the tesistance of the 
gendarmerie, who acted with the greatest promptness and enerzy. The local 
SSumandant, a leutenant, Hurriedly collected the men from their scattered posts 
and was ablé to assemble a forve of about one and. a half companies before the 
Imtineers putin au appearance They demanded right of way but were refused 
A battle then ensued in which the gendarmerie, first putting the vehicles ont of 
action, then fired ypon their occupants. Seven of the mutineer officers were killed 
‘and two were wounded and taken prisoner. The vehicles, arms and ammunition 
were recovered. The next day, tires officers and four men were picked up in an 
exhausted condition nearby on the rond between Ganbad-i-Qabus and Shahrud. 
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Later, six officers from the Tehran garrison, headed by a liewtenant-colonel on the 
General Staff, had deserted. and effected a junction with the Mesbed smtineets 
just before the skirmish at Gunbad-i-Qabus.. These seveo, and six of the Meshed 
inntineers, are still at large. Two others from Tehran aiid Tobri who deserted 
Inter have also joined them. In ‘Tehran a cowmission was appointed to examine 
the antecedents and contacts of officers of the central garrison. Thirty officers 
have been found to have close contacts with the Tudeh party or the Russians and 
are to be detained under a clause of the Military Governorship Law antil military 
een sent 


Information so farextracted from the ca 

‘a plot fora geseral uprising existed. and that the Meshed party acted precipi 

tHius causing the general ssutiny to gol ab half-cock. Tuo ollcets sent by he 
General Staft to make a full report on the Guntad-L-Qabos kirmainh ad Lo roiricre 
the captured vehicles and arms were seut away by the Russians without being able 
to complete their taxk._ A patty of 200 gendarmea proceeding by lorry aa reinforce 
theta (oF the yendarmerie at Gunbid.-Qabus were turned back by the Russias 
At Firuskub. A lorry eonveyingg bombs Yor the Persian air force detachieat at 
Monheal was’ turned back. bythe Russians at Semnan, Reinforcements for 
the Meshed: garrison coming from Turbatisheikh Jam. were stopped at the 
Russian ‘of Meshed. ‘The fact that the original party of 
imutineers was able to'leave Meshed at all-and:pasn through the Rumian control 
pont en rowte, the attitude the Ru controlled T 

Flaewhere towards the mutiny and the prewnce in Bujnurd 

Consul at’ Meshed-n few hours prior to the arrival of the matin 

growing weight of textimony to the effect that the whole aflair from beginning 
to end-—and the end \s not yet in sight-—had the knowledge and approval of the 
Rosians. A Bill bas becn introduced ‘in the Majlis asking. for a cred 

AB tailion rials (about £300,000) to provide certain financial heaelitn too! 

such ax free quarters, free ise of uniform, yearly increments of pay. children's 
allowance and the formation of a co-operative society, Unies the Hill is passed 
‘and the promiees ate mplomented it would be unsafe to aay that the mutiny has 
boon entfroly stamped out. 

‘3 iinisistration No. changen ip. administration have been sued 
tand the work of General Ridley's American Military Mission. x lees and low 
evidence” “A Bill hay hoa presented to the Majlis for a credit of 165 milli 
for the formation of two afditional divisions nutakering about 12.000 mon in. al. 
A'Bill has also beon presented to Parliament for a sredit of 3 million dollars for 
Purchases of military eguipmeat from the United States 

0. _ Commans Thrabim Zand and General Arfa continued to fill the 
posta of Minister for War and Chief of the Geaeral Slafl reapectively. Changes 
in the commands of the 2nd Tebran Division, th Senneh Division and 
7h paoaen Division were ny 

\neD... Operations.--The only operations in priygrens during the past three 
months have been thos in Kurdistad a the Distt and Ayroman areas,» Some 
1,500 arms from the settled districte—mostly arms previously iewed to friendly 
chiefs for road protection datics—have been collected, but ax an operation to 
disarm the main Kurdish tries the operations have been unsuccessful ax the 
Kards havo retreated to inaccessible country on and even actves the Perso-Teaqi 
torder,, The approach of winter will compel the Persian forces to withdraw t0 
their permanent garrisons. 


Persian Gendarmerie. 


Bi. Colonel Schwarzkopf continues to 
ment of the force and seems at last to have 


‘His miesion has been reinforced by two more American officers. Further progress 
‘would appear to be limited by Colonel Schwarzkopf’s failure to realise that. 
however efficient his direction at the centre may he, cotistant inspection of his 
provincial posts is equally necessary. Most striking’ is the contrast between the 
Improvements effected in Tehran and the constant reports from consular posts as 
to the sloth and corruption of the provincial detachments. Nevertheless the 
‘ccens of the gendarmerie at Gunbad-Kabus (ptragrapl 47 above) in oping 
the deserters from the garrison might well be claimed hy Colonel 
Schwarzkopf ns a sign of improvement in the forve. 


6 


Persian Police. 

There is nothing t6 add w previous reviews save that, if possible, 

has declined still further. The force is useless and nothing but a 
complete overhaul by a foreign police mission can alter it. Colonel Schwarzkopf 
‘States that he has been approached unofficially to sscertain his readiness to accept 
the direction of the police in addition to the gendarmerie. He replied that he did 
not think the United States Government would consent to supplying the amber 
Of military officers requited or that the Persian Government could afford to 
pay them. 


Persian Air Fore. 

58. During the quarter there has been mach discussion of proposals to 
expand and modernise the Persian air force by substantial purchases of British 
equipment, tainly Hurricane aircraft, and by reviving in some form tho 
Connexion between the forve and Hawker-Siddelay aireraft which existed up to 
1842. With the help of the ILA.F, and of a representative eeut out by Hawkers 
for the purpose, a fairly comprehensive plan was worked out which Is believed 
to have bee approved by all concerned up to the point of facing the appropriate 
committee of the Majiis, where the inability of the Minister of Wor to answer 
‘lementary questions on it has omuseed a postponement which may woll be fatal 

4 With these developments in the offing, morale in the air force bax 
improved, thongh it will hardly be able to #tand the shock of « collapse of these 
hopes, Some keenness has been aroused during September ty the return of 
Airbelds and the attempt, albeit a rather poor attempt, vo maintain the wigals 
find meteorological services on which the RAP, have taught them to lean. 
Meanwhile, al ‘rely as the result of the efforts of the officers revently 
returned from the United Kingdom, there has been by Persian standards a 
notable. improvement in fying training. Other training remains hardly 
perceptible, 


Government have formally submitted a, request that, the 
pein under the Financial Agreement rball be placed at the 
sposal in Ottawa. ‘The Government's sterling holdings fell from 118,600,000 
to £14,000,000 during the quarter, The stock of gold held. in, Tehran by Hix 
Majesty's Governinent was transferred to Caity at the end of Septedber 
BO. The free warket price of sovereigns row during the quarter from 
683 rials on the Int July to 716 rials on the 90th September, ‘Tho sale of gold 
by the National Bank was resumed on the 28n1 July, The market was fairly easy 
during the period, the cbiet demand being for export to Iraq - 
3H. ‘The free warket rate for the dollar rose to 05 rials ax compared with 
tho official rate of 32 rials. Storling commanded a small premium varying from 
145 to 142 rials as against the official rate of 130-75 vials 


Exchange Control 

58. It was announced in Auguat that the Minister of Finance had appointed 
au Exchange Control Commission to consider a reimposition of exchange control 
Tegulations nd to draw up revined regulations. As a temporary measurp, the 
Exchange Control Commission has authorised banks to grant aterling exchange 
freely against imports on production of the necessary documents and to open 
Aocuanemtary credits, Facilfties have also been given in regard to limited personal 
remittances to the aterling area. Owing to their shortage of dollars the Persian 
uthorities are. imposing severe restrictions on the opening of dollar oredits, and 
oust of the private trade with the United States ix at, present conducted on the 
incis of black market vollars which command a premitin of over 100 per cent 
Tris possible that the Exchange Control Commission may recommend 2 reversion 
to the avstem previously in force by which foreign exchange could only be 
Chtained hy the purchase of export certificates giving the importer who bought 
them the right toa specified percentage of the value in foreign exchange. 


Imperiat Bank 0f Iran's Concession. 

59. The Bank Melli has given the Imperial Bank of Tran six months’ notice 

to terminate its present agreement; the eflect of this demmciation would be to 

deprive the Imperial Bank of Iran of its right to deal in foreign exchange and 

would leave the bank without any provision in regard to the transfer of profits, 
[92429] , 



















































































Concurrently with this action on the part of the Bauk Melli, however, the Imperial 
Bank of Iran were negotiating direct with the Minister of Finance for a new 
concession which bas tow been ratiied by the Council of Ministers and now 
awaits signature by the Minister of Finance 


Keonomic Situation 

60. The end of the war brought in its tean the tiquisat 
organisations in Persia. The United Kingdom Commercial Corporation uo longer 
carries out any suppor transport functions and it gemoiving wall is concerned 
aolely with the work of liquidation, Middle Rast Supply Centre was also, by 
the end of September, making arrangements, for ity withdrawal at. the end of 
October, 

GL. ‘The United States 
to which they arw appointed, but thay 
the indeteeniinate nature of thicie fins to resign, 

62, There-has beon no improvement. in. the machinery af economic control 
exorcised by the Persians themselves and,.in partigular, the. import, licensing 
department continnos to be ineffective and corrupt. ..The business commonity bas 
tended. to take more and. more advantage af the ivereased sonfusion 
ment Departinents aid is. ow openly Haunting ite contempt of conteols despite 
the fact, that the. Inv still requires importers to obtain import licences for, all 
commodities, ‘Tho largest, part-of the goods. whic has come. in during the last 

in custome aud then cleared by. persvasion, To 
departs 5 
+ bother to bxige application 
‘Jaly the Cabinet sanctioned the abolition of the atten, monopoly 
omly. retaining control over the import of raw cotton, 

64, Markots were dull throughout th  clespite the end of the war, 
‘Thin Was mainly due to the reimposition of exchange control and a realisation 
that goods could still not be obtained freely from abroad. Despite the pren 
‘on dollars, exports.1o the United, States. were confined to small quantities of 
‘casein and lambskin, 


rales Situation 
9, Although there is. a hage surplus of food-raine the Goverament atill 
it for export for fear of exposing themselves to the allegation from 
nepred qunitere that they wish to starne the Porrian popolaton for 
one nefarious end, Kor the sate reason, useful as the surplus would be ix such 
counties as Greece, the British Embassy bine refused to make proposals for ite 
nurchase and have said that any proposal for export of grain must come olfcially 

from the Persian Government 

16, At the end af September the total collection of bread-graine in, Per 
amounted £6 170,000 tons, of Which 108,000 tous was wheat, The stocks at Tebran 
equalled 211 days’ apply. 

7. Tt remnina to be seen how the “ Cereals and Bread Section” will succeed 
iw the collection and distribution of wheat and flour now that the Middle East 
Supply Centre with ite team of British officers employed in grain collection ix 
closing down aid that Colonel Atallah. LMS. who has been the mainstay of 
the central cereals organization for nearly three years is leaving, 


Transport 

08. -Railwaye—With thie retorn of the southern section of the railway to 
Persian operation the usual statistics covering trafhe movements have ceased 
to be available. Stocks of oil and cereals have both been adeqantely maintained 
in spite of the slower torn-round which Persian operation has brought about 
‘Tho full effect of the reduced efficiency of the system will not be felt until the 
coming winter 

nb, eu—The Persian Government js proposing to sell by public nution 
‘about 3,600 used lorries, the property of the now defunct Road Transport 
Adminiatration 

7. The importation of passenger cars hn been devontroled but the ntoal 
rnutnbor likely to he available for some time will be below importers” expectations. 

‘Tyre, prices havp fallen heavily as the result of the sale of numbers 

of second-hand tyres by the military authorities 


a 


Cit Ai: Lines im: Pia 

72, As recorded above, British Overseas’ Airways Corporation’ stopped at 
the end of September. The Russian services, which seem to be civil or military 
At wil were fot bronght to an end when the Rassian troops left Qulch Morgbel 
The French are apparently trying to keep their military service in being pending 
the grant of commercial rights, and have said that the Persian Government asked 
thestto carey it since the Britta had let the Persians down hy swopping. The 
‘Amerieane have: tot yet replaced their’ military services hy wiv lite, thongh 
they are evidently anxions to do s0. Meanwhile they propose to rtim occasional 
iftary aircrafts long os they have any troops left in Tehran 

TS. he Travian State Arline has ren with commendable regalarity between 
‘Tehran and ‘Bagdad and Tehran’ and: Washire, tough ts operations are very 
peffcient and Ae i far from waking fall ae Of its hew aircraft. Te would he 
any to expand {requeceles, If not Toutes: hd it only some managerial sil Mt 
its disposal, and it i not to be wondered at that the Ministry of Poste who 
fontrol ie whould be lending an eat to proposals from private interests to take 
town 

74. ‘The private intorests ate, however, eqiabbling among themselves, ‘They 
are in two groups which centre robnd the Alayor of Tetran, G. H Hitehafj who 
rans (among other things) Irantour, General Ahmad hohevan, who seems 
to be relying on his past glories to put himself into a position where he can pet 
fk anbstantial rake of from somebody. Efforts to bring the two ronps ton 
have eo far fai Tranian Aieways, the company with which Ebt 
associated. have made a provisional agreement with the Av 
ominental Westera Air for a, jolat subsidiary to ron DOs on term very 
favourable to Tranwontinental Western Air, but nobody really expects the deal 
tw be completed. Tranian Airways have also applied for four Dominie aircraft 
on hive from Hix Majesty's Government, 


Dixpooal of British ond Awerican Military Asaete, 

ation Syateme—AD. agreement, we concluded (it was 

endl of the quarter) prov Pornian 

intros of cations and of Posts, Tolegraphs and Telephones, of the 

‘entire poled wire routes in Persia, together with the entire carrier and associated 

equipment. ‘The American carrier equipment was tiot available for axle and 
was withdrawn. The purchase price was £300,000, payable ax follows 

@ 2 por ovnt, 6f the purchase price against signature of the prsient 

reetvent 
(il) 25 per cent, within thnye months of signature, 
(iii) 50 per cont, within two month after the beginning of the next Persian 
finnncia} year, i, ax from the 22nd March, 104 

16, Kised. Assets (Generalh—Fixed military installations in. the North 
Peraia area wore offered Lo tbe Persian Governinent, but they declined to, buy on 
the ground that {rom their interpretation of article 4 of the Tripartite Treaty, 
buildings aboald revert to tacm free, As a further approach merely produced & 
reilerition of this claim, tenders wore invited int the public pross for the purchase 
of those installations, in general they bave been sold at satinfactory pricos, but 
the Convalescent Catnp at Vanak did not produce aay satisfactory eller owing 
the fact that it was built principally upon Crown land. The camp has accord 

y been dinnantted and the buildings are in the process of ting demolished 
Dilliculty is also being experienced ais reyards the saw-mill which is on. land 
belonging to ie Persian State Railways. Negotiations are still continuing with 
the Railway Administration for Lhe purchase of tis say -mill by theta, but if these 
fall through, the installation will be dismantled and the machinery will be sold 
to private buyers, Schiediiles are being pr of installations south of Hama 
dun and the Persian Governthent will, in due course, be asked to state whether 
they ate interested in their parchase, We shall probably receive the sane reply 
as that given in the case af the Northerw installations, atid in this event eale will 
be carried out by public tender. 

77, Raileny Assets—This question is likely to be a very thorny one beoanse 
apart from the fact that we shall have to avercome the Persian claim that all 
buildings should revert to them free, we are ulso handicapped by the absence of 
any agreement rezarding freight rates, 

78. The railway administration entertain. lange hopes that a substantial 
amount, in the neighbourhood of £7,700,000 will be paid to them in addition to 
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the sums we have spent to maintain the railways since 1942, but this hope is likely 
to be disappointed. At the ead of the quarter, His Majesty's Embassy were on 
the point of addressing 4 note to the Persian Ministry of Foreign Afiairs setting 
‘oat the lines on which it is suggested negotiations, both for the settlement of 
freight rates and of payment for assets, shall be conducted. 

i). American dasets—The Americans offered for sale to the Persian 
Government their fixed installations in the Northern Area but no reply had beet 
received by the end of the quarter, An agreement was reached 
United States Embasay and the Persian: Government by which the latter purchased 
i American locomotives, 1,350 wagons (including 277 oil tank cars) and surplus 
American railway stores (0 the value of $500,000, Tlie purchase price was $10 
tnillion. ‘The 277 oil tank cars in questiog. are considered by the British an 
Kmerican railway experts to be the miniznm number, in addition to the 308 tank 
‘ary already owned by the Persian State Railways, to ensare an adequate distrt 
bution of oil in Persia, This view ts not shared by the Anglo-Lranian Oil Com. 
pany which ostimates thit further 146 tank cars should be purchased. These 
Mrecavailable in Pereia but they will be shipped elsewhere by the United States 
Authorities unless the Persian Government come 0. very early decision to pay 
dollars for them 


Prete anit Public Opinion. 

30, Commont in the Persian proes during the peeiod was on well-established 
Jings—wild oF mischievous wisinterpretations of foreigi aflairs and the actions 
of the reat powera; violent criticism of internal policy and of those who apply 
it, without the offer of anything constructive 

81," Foreign interference sn Persian aflaire wax a constant theme. The 
coming elections arosed particular anxiety in this connexion ; tho Soviet strangle 
hhold on the northern provinces caused deep and articulate apprehension to the 
Right-Wing press, while Ike few remaining opponents countered with allusions 
to the alleged Interference of British officials {sometimes deaigwatest by name) in 

J Kermatiahah, 

he military’ ran wax abused as a recrudescence of 
ip—tapecially by the Left-wing ‘freedom front,” moxt of whose papers 

it had suppressed, Thin muzzling of the pro-Russian press left the way almost 
entirely cltar for its opponenta to attack the Russian policy in northern Perxig 
fund thowe ‘elements (sc. the Tudeh pacty and. ite offshoots: the '* Desnocrat 
purty of Azarbaijan and the Kurdish-nationalist "* Kuinala group) which sap- 
ported it. At the beginning of the period the Left-wing papers were opposing 
fhe evacuation of foreign. troops; but this opposition was damped down by the 
sation. in late July of an article in the Times in which evacuation was taken 

for granted, and extinguished hy the appearance of the Bevin-Molctoy corres 
pondence in which M. Molotov, though he appeared to be evading mention of 
The 2nd March, aurreed to evacuation within six months of the end of the war with 
Tapa. Tt mony be said that Porsians in general are waiting with hope rather 
than confidence to wee whether the Russian withdrawal will be completed by the 


89. The Praeda attack on Persia, the Khorasan mutiny, the more recent 
visit of Kursish nationalists to Balen and divers hich-handed actions of the Red 
iemy against the freedoun of the individual (whether true or fabricated) have 
further exasperated Persian opinion ayninst Russian interference in the northern 

fight-wing papers have, on the whole, been bold and outapoken 


jem for the first time since the days when 
the newly-nreived American troops Laid themselves open to attack by their rather 
free nnd enay behaviour in Tehran. ‘The storm aroused by the discovery that the 
United Statev Government was not giving something for nothing is described 
below in the section headed "American Intorests.” The appearance of the 
American Frobassv's communiané and the after-thought that American support 
mieht some day be neetal bronwht aboot a change in the attitude of the press 
which fram beatile become conciliatory-~in some cases almost syconbant 

85, The Forsim Ministers’ conference in September hnd aroused hich hones 
in Persin, and its failure cased profound disappointment. The Persians expected 
thefr problems to be wiven high priority in the agenda, foreetting that ther were 
already provided for by Treaty, The not mnnatural reaction has been to inter 
pret the conference as a sien of dissension among the creat Allies—a dissension 
Which the less scranblons naners are not relnctant to foment. Disarreement 
otweeti Britain ind the Tirited States over oil and the situation in Palestine 
thas been hailed with satisfaction in some papers. 


*6. The end of the Japanese war made small impression, and th 
bomb also has aroused remarkably little comment; though one paper anu 
the discovery of uranium on the Caspian coast and hoped that this, discovery, 
‘would not be as troublesome to Persia as tat of petroleatn 

87. Mr. Bevin’s statement of the 20th August on evacuation and Mr, Eden's 
reply mentioning, Britain's oppesitign to the principle of spheres of ilnence 
both had a particularly good eficct, The advent of the Labour Govornmant was 
at first regarded with suspicion, some circles supposing that it would try. te 
Conciliate Russia at Persia's expense, others declaring that since British foreign 
policy didnot change it was a cunning ramp, Cenetnl opinion bax now settled 
down and accepts it for what it is. 

BS, Alexander Clifford's articles on Persia in the Daily Moi achieved wide 
publicity, and though they received abure ftom the “*Frovdom Front” it was 
Mmpossibie to disprove the revelations they contained. Hitherto only Tass had 
been allowed to export news from Persin, aind the appearance of information 
another source, with the revelation of the working of the Soviet censorship, h 
8 weothing elect on public anxiety. The Timer article on Vervia d lows 
Snger than sorrow that it should be left to the foreign press to point out the 
defects of the Persian administration. 

$9. Near astern politics have received Hite tention. The wild Persian 
dlaim to Bahrain crops up periodical’. The Arab Federation ix oppoyed by 
the Left wing as a plan imposed by foreign imperialists in order to keep the 
‘Arabs in a backward and primitive condition 


British, and other, Propaganda Aetieitics 
0. Following Ministry of Information instructions, drastic stops have lyeen 
taken to reduce expenditare in the Public Relations Burenu of this embassy. ‘The 
budget estimates for the year beginning the Ist December, 1940, amount to 
£0, compared with the om of £12274 for the year ending the 
jovemmber, 1945, Furthermore, virions economies alrandy flected will 
frciablyrewult fa suring of a reaimiately £34,000 on the latter figure. The 
digot inay be divided into three headings, namely — 
£ 


(a) Stall salaries and allowances 41,400 
{8} Operational expenditare 


‘Total 
(¢) Reveipts 


Net proposed expenditure for 1945-40. 


91. From a total of tote 186 persone at the beginning of the current year, 
‘of whom 26 were Hritish, the stall has now beet reduced 6 about 80 persons, of 
whom only 7 are British. (Although the budget. figures. quoted include 
expenditure by consulates in the provinces, the figures of stall employed do not 
jnclude thone engaged wholly ar partly for publicity purpows by consulates in 
the provinces) 

92. By far the largest economy is the closing down of the Tehran Daily 
News, the fast, number of which wax due to be poblished on the 12th October. 
Ts was to bo replaced hy a daily roneoed bulletin issoed! privately to subscribers 
Other economies have been effected hy. ceasing publication of the women's 


he vinual po 


anda 

sens that they 

a it in addition, 

the press section of the French Embassy has grown considerably and is becoming 

maid successive, than before. 1a aptaaf the sholition ofthe Often et Wer 

Tuformation, the American Press Atiaché's stafl_hins grown recently, though. #0 
far his activities bave appeared to be confined to Tehran, a 
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4. Certain of the activities of the Public Relations Bureau may bare to be 
reconsidered after the 2nd March next year when the Angio-Soviet-Persian 
‘Treaty expires 


Indi. A fair 

95, During the hot suminer months the Indo-Iranian Cultural Society was 
dormant, with ost of ita metbers out of Tehran, but the mutumiy has brought 
signs of its re 

V6. The." Tran League ®* of Bowbay hive presentedl to Persia a’ bronze 
statue of the Persian epic poet. Firdinsi, It hag been erected in a prominent 
Position in the City of Lehran and waa to be unveiled with pomp ahd ceremony 
‘on the 2nd October, 

07. The Director-General of Archwology ia Tndin (Dr. Mortimer Wheeler) 
{expected here by tho end Gf October to start a thirtydays’ tour of the 
archivological treasures of Persia before going on to Trg 

» Indian teuchers of Euglish at Ahwaz, Kersisn and Yezd took 
* Fofresher" courses ander the British Cowneil at Tehiten and it is felt thar they 
Will now be able to arouse more interest among the Persian pupils, 

99. In December 944 the Persian Governinint promived: to allow the 

Febiovnl to Thdis, for urgent use i connexion with the war with Japan, of woe 
‘of Fails from an unwanted railway siding at Mirjawa, the froatier town 
ilway Zahidan. However, by expert procrastination they 

ceded in omitting to implement thelr promise until the arrival of VJ-day 
ile it difficalt to continas to preax for the Fails 


Irution Trae. 

100, ‘The Indian Goyermment Trade Conimteioner i¢ pow installed ‘in hix 
office. Many trade enquiries have been received from. Indian merchants and 
Persian importers. Although trade is still controlled {rom both ends, the patios 
cantotnel are mhawing a keen intorot and eager awaiting the relaxation and 
‘ultimate removal of the various restrictions, The importance of Tndia is « source 
Of supply is being realised. Tada has God. chance of taking a considerable 
share of Persia's import market During the war also, it bax been the principal 
tupplicr of tea, cotton pieco goods, spices and jute manufactures. IL is hoped 
the internal supply situation in India will improve quickly and 0 permit a 
greater flow of the commodities in demand in Porsia at the moment. Trade 
nquitios received ahow that the goods most needed! are cotton piece goods, sugar. 
tom, spices, jute manufactures, leather goods and electrical equipment. Persian 
matchants ate full of complaints against the various Persian State monopolies 
particularly that of cotton piece-Rooda 


(i) Cotton Piece-goods—'The Government of India have been pressing for 
‘sone titne, through the Middle East Supply Centre, that the Per 
Government should agree to the importation of cotton piece goods 
From Tadia to be effected through normal trade channels, For the 
first half of 195 they were willing to let tho Persian Government 
mnke pittchases up to 50 per cent, of the quota through their trade 
agent at Bombay, and let the other 50 per cent. to be bought through 
‘merchants. For the second half of 1943, they had stipulated that t 
entire quota be bought throng merchants. "The Persian Government 
have not leet aceommodating, wod the question is ati Ba 

(b) Tram The Government of India are also dissatisfied with the block: 

Porches scheme by which Persia tmporte het requirements of te 
rom Indin, and have represented this to the British Ministry of 
Food, - The Persian Government hiave not yet replied whether they 
‘aygeee to the conditions made by the Ministry of Fond for the procure 
ment of tea from Tndin. 


101, The Persian Government are showing an interest fn developing trade 
with India, and have depated Dr. Ali Amini, a senior allcer of the Ministrs 
of Finance, to visit India and explore the possibility of strengthening the coo 
‘mercial Tinks between the two countries. 


American Interests. 

102, "The visit of Senator Pepper in September én his Wi 
Moscow, served 48 an oasion for the exchange of Americasi-Persian compli 
ments, In a press account of a party given to Mr. Pepper by the Speaker of the 


1 


Majlis, the Senator was reported as expressing the affection of Americans for 
Persians and deciaring that the American Government supported the indepen 
dence of small countries, and neither interfered themselves, nor allowed others 
fairs of weak nations. According to the Minister of Forpigu 

fairs, Senator Pepper expressed the same thoughts, but even mare strongly 
at adinner given to him atthe Ministry.. The fact, that in the speech at: the 
Majlis he declared that it was attachment to Persia that hind prompted his visit 
to Tehra ator Pepper fron pressing. the tof an, 

With disarming 


105, 
negotiating with a Persian compaiy, 
to the Amerians and the rink to the Pers 
The America 
the same time 
ments, incladiog the Air Transport Agreement 
Chicago Agreements, and being In gederal axainnt the 
the nature of a concession until the lust of the foreign troops 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs pleaded for ime to consider the matter, in 
spite of the argument advanced by the American Ambaaaador that to kixe the 
Rmncricans this material stake in Porsia would engage the interest of tho United 
States against possible aggression by Russia—agresion which be suggested 
Great Britain would hardly be abl fo\foeot alone 
learned (thanks to the British nir attach) what the, Chicago 
Freedoime involved, tho Minister for Foreign Affair 
Ambassador that the Persian Government munt 
post poue considaration of s0 complicated a mattor bat (2) to olfer 10 the Americans 
perdission for their civil aircraft to fy to and from Tehran without prejudice 
foany future nerangement, and (to promise that after the withdrawal of the 
foreign troops the Persian Government would be prepared to conchide with the 
United States a civil aviation agreement, provided that it took acowunt of the 
rights and needs of Persia in this 
103. ‘Che besitation shown by the Minister for Forsign Affairs ot the 
American demand for nir rights intensified the annoyance whieh the American 
‘Ambusador war already feeling at the criticise published in some of the 
‘Tehran newspapers at the ewe that the United States Government intended 
to remove from Persia not only certain assets it needed bot the reninindar too, 
tinlont the Persian Government or Persian individtale were prepated to pny for 
them. ‘The attacks were usally based on the fact that the presence of Amorican 
troops in Persia had never been sanctioned By the chnciuwion of an agreement, 
‘andl vome timos they: proliforited into alviwe af the United States or into criti 
imum of the behaviour of the American troops in Persia. On the 27th September 
the American Embassy poblished a comnoniqué explaining the atsitude of tho 
American Government in regard to the navets, and msserting that if the presence 
of American tivops was not governed by an agreement that wax becanve the 
Persian Goverument delayed diciaion of a draft put forward in 1948 by the 
‘American Ambawador, pot only on behalf of hix Government, but personally. He 
QTubidceed en agreement to be’ neteataky. ‘Thats ‘itach nero Hewented bythe 
American Ambasaador not ouly on behalf of his Governtnent bot personally. He 
hhnd Jong regarded himself ox the chatojsion of Persian independonte, and a8 proof 
hho claimed to have been the author of the Declaration about Persia, which wae 
issued after the Tehran Conference in 1043; and in his violent reiction against 
what he considered ingratitude to hin in pwrson he presented 4 snd spectacle 
Of the disillusioned sentimentalist 
108. Although we did not hear of it officially until Ostober, Mr. Murray 
was worrying abont the failure of the Persian Gavernment to roake wee of the 
American advisers, and was it correspondence with the State Department on 
the subject. We did koow. however, that is soon ax he took office, M, Bader, 
Minister of Finance in the Sadr Government, hegan to consider a rednetion in 
the number of the advisers. His ostensible plan was n good one—to got rid of 
the less efficient (there ane ho would. be 00 loss) and to keep perhaps 
Shenton ten Tor tanks where disinerestedbess- nad” inference: to. Persian 
cal of personal presstire wonld he of most vahie. ei, arhitration, partition 
Bf the erm lands among the tenants, and so on, Private information, however, 
showed that he came to thislk that Persia contd dispense with nll tho advisers, 
nd this doubtless iufluenced his attitade: made rim unwilling fo consalt the 
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Anioticans (thongh it is true that he tended to ignore his Persian assistants too) 
‘and therefore drove the American Embassy to the conciasion that the America 
mission was unable to perform any useful service and was doing harm to United 
States prestige by remaining here 


Transfer of Polish Legation to Warsaw Goverment 

107. Late in June the Warsaw Government sent & telegram to the repre. 
sentative of “ Polpress"” in Tehran, M. Lopatnink, instracting him to take all 
steps to secure the property of the Polish Government in Tehran. His Majesty's 
Embassy explained to the Foreign Office that he was an ex-chauffear of the Polish 
logation and had been convicted for theft, and was hardly suitable to be the 
official representative of the new Polish Government, The embassy addod that 
instructions issued to the Polish Chargé d’Affaires by the Polish Government in 
London were to wait until the Persian Government withdrew their recognition 
from bim and récognined so-and-so as duly accredited representative of the new 
Polish Government. Me was then to ask the Persian Government to take over 
the Polish Legation and property here. The embuvay udded, that the propery 
find’ funds employed by the Potish delegation in Tehran for the benef of the 
Poli refugees ware presumably to he treated separately and not handed ove to, 
the reproientative of the new Government. The Foreign Oe agreed, 

108, On tho 2ird July, the Persian Government recognised the new Polish 
Government and in the middle of August they accepted a M. Eugene John 
Milnikiel as chargé d'affaires, Tn peace-time ho had been an inspector of x 
he had. been captured by tho Russians in 1030 and relegved in 1041. and. hy 
come to Palestine, where he war court-martialled and imprironed by the former 
Polish military aiithoritie on a charge of having defamed the Polish Govern: 
mont whilst in Rosia 

108, The how chargé d‘aflaires presented his letters to the Peri 
mont on the 22ud September, aud took over the Polish Legation pret 
them, When he called on His Majesty's chargé d'affaires he asked for 
tion about the Polish refugees and this was sapplied to him. 


Potish Refugers 
The disolution of tho Polish Goyernment in London left the Pe 
ie there anxious lest the refugees in Persia should be deported to Russ 

inixt their will. The Foreign Office enquired whether there was any danger 
of this The Cmbossy thought not, particolarly since the embasry bad fo 
Poliat rofugeo section and the refugees wore this under its auspices. On. the 
‘ther hand, the presence of thow refugees. inn country partially occupied by 
the Rowiiane was a potential souree of Anglo-Rusaian friction, and it war 
daitable to remove them to less satentious territory. The history of the quarter 
in thorofore largely concerned with the proposal to evacuate the refugees t0 the 
Lebanon. The first set-back was early in July, when the movement to the 
Lebanon of the children’s school at Infahan and their attendant teachers and 
parenta, totalling 800 odd persons, was cancelled owing to the anti-French trouble 
there, ‘The rest of the quarter was spent in overcoming various difficulties, 
first difficulty was that the Lebanon Goveroment demanded farther assurances 
from, His Majesty's Government. that the refuyzees would. not be left, indetinitel 
jn the Cetanon, “This astarnnce His Majesty's Government eveatnally granted. 
The second diffnlty was the question of accommodation in the Lebanon. By 
the end of the the move to the Labanon of the Ixfahan Poles bad been 


their existing obligations, ‘hey would fe ready Hf asked to take 
hha penny snp poe peng pear go 
a ee be ibe Bah A 
12. On # ‘ugust the embassy pointed out to the Foreign Oflic 
tat their position of protectors of the Polish refugees. won prtwing.iaridices. 
the ove hand, Moscow newspapers were accusing representatives of the f 

Polish Goyerumént of seuding to other countries Poles who desired to retura to 
Poland, and since these representatives were controlled by His Majesty's Govern. 
tment, these accusations reflected on them. On the other hand, the obligation 
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imposed on the embassy by His Majesty’s Government to reduce the expenditure 
of the refugees made the embassy unpopular. ‘The embassy therefore recon 
mended that tbe refugees should be entirely transferred to UNILR.A. ns soon 
‘as possible, On the Ist September the Foreign Office informed the embassy conf 
dentially that they had asked U.N.RR.A. to assume responsibility for displaced 
rons, the majority of whom were Poles, in the British Einpire, and, where 
TENRicA: had not done so already, in the Middle East, including Persia 
UNERA. had not, however, replied by the end of the quarter 
13. Atan interview with the Polish Refugee Section of the Embassy, the 
new Warsaw Chargé d’AGaires said that he was unable at present to give offloial 
assistance to any refugees wishing to return from here to Poland, though any who 
‘Could travel at their own expense were welcome to go back. Not could he maintain 
any refugees who adhered to bim or establish camps for them. He, however, 
exjromed a wish to visit their camp and asked for facilities to cireulate bis 
Lezation’s bulletin there ax the refugees knew nothing about the present Poland, 
The Embassy agreed to both these requests, Finally, tho Chargé d’Aftaires 
explained that he saw no objection to the move of the refugees to the Lebanon 
jation to Poland fron there would be easier than from Persia 
Tid. The attitude of the Chargé d’Aflaires made mattore politically wi 
fess difhicult for this Embassy, since hik wequiescence in OnF arrangements mini 
mised the prospect of Soviet tisrepresentation, On the other baad, his refusal 
to repatriate of maintain his adherents meant that none would deolare themselves 
‘openly for him as otherwise they would forfeit their bevolits under the existing 
refugee organisation. It is thooght, however, that if given « firm chance of 
returning to Poland, about 30 . soane 10 per cent. of the total) would go. 
115.” Ry the ond of the quarter the namber of Poles in Persia had gone down 
to 8475, 


Persion Interneet 

116, All remaining Persian internees, inclading both those interned in 
Persia and those interned in Palestine, were released on the 15th August or a 
Tow days inter, In order to anticipate any manifestation in their favour, repre 


senting them as Persian patriot martyrs, a communiqué was published atthe 
‘asne time ih the press by His Majesty's Embassy, omphasising their complicity 
in the German conspiracy againat the Allies and reproducing, in facsimile, the 
Jotter addremed by the Sayyid Abul Quai Kashani to the Grand Mufti and 
Rashid Ali in Berlin, 


European Internees. 

117. Tn conmultation with the Security Authorition it was deoided on the 
7th June that, in prinoip! ihe several hundreds of Europeatis deportes! 
from Persia of arrested in’ Persia in and after the year 1047 should be allowed 
to return, except for compelling compassionate reaione, Tho grounds for thi« 
deciaion were— 

(1) That under present economic conditions In Persia, Buropoane would 

‘arel be able to find employment. pays 5 

(2) That the return to Persia of several hundred Axis partisans baving litle 

Tove for the Allies would be undesirable for reasons of security 

(8) That. the necessiry consultations with the Russians might cause 

difficulties 

148, Although the British Security control of entry into Persia was surren- 
dered in August at the timo of the end of hostilities against Japan, the Persian 
Anthorities appear to be unwilling to permit the entry of ex-internees withontt 
express British approval. In these circumstances the above decision, was then 
Upheld and was made known. to the Persian Government and to the Australian 
‘lvernment and the Government of India. ‘ ‘ 

119. A considerable number of applications for permission to return to 
Perse sare aireae heen Tejected, in accordance wih Chis policy. The six 
Germans still remaining in internment in Persin have similarly been refused 
permission to remain in the country after release, and are to be repatriated im 
Xue course to Germany i y 3 

120. The problem of the disposal of the wives, children and interests in 
Persia of repatriated persons remains to be solved. 


British Council. 
121. In view of the considerable ents in the Council’s allocations to Persia, 
the staff of the Council here have been analysing the possibilities of intensifying 
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their eflorts with # minimum of expense and have reached the conclusion that this 
can best be achieved in the following ways -— 


(2) Maintenance of the prestht scale Of Faglish Hinguaie classes: with the 
‘assistance of Persian teachers, since British teachers are not available 
in auliciont quantities 

(@®, Cancentration on the professional Classes, appealing’ to’ them! through 
their spilled subjects a dough profesional societies or groupe 
to he formed itr conjunction with the Institute activities. The pro- 
fessional clases ‘and eazer--to finatice such societies thes 
selves, requir i only accommodation for meetings and 
up-odate British professional literature. 

‘Appointinent to the Council's stafl in Tehran’of scientific and medic 
‘advisers to cultivate Porsians with scientific and technical qualifien 
tions 


the second wus notable as the Council's first. attempt to. aco 
Persian, 

128. On the 20th September, 1,827 students were registered at the. Tehran, 
417 at tho [nfaban, and S48 at the Shinax Tostitutes 
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Correspondence concerning Discussions on Persia at the Moscow Conference of 
the Fortign Ministers of the United Kingdom, the United States and the 
U.S SiRo Woth-2ith December, WAS. 

Litt of Documents 
Ly Rati need eeroty ok tae's fk aersiag-ith A-Star 

itr Decent 

Ratrait from pacrd of Searieny st Bate te conversion wth Coen 
‘Man Tinh Doreen 

nial Kingewn Pelogaion, Monee tn Puteign Ofle.  Welogess ay 1 Wow, 
‘s60 Becenshee 

Memorandum sinvalabed by Calted ingen Dek Mh Deve 


by the Chil 
ulted, Kinpow Det 
‘2h ower 
Dison of 
Dreomiber (sith Annes} 


ft bnfarnal a Seorvtnen, 2th Deventer 
Poragriph dal No, M olewe 


ivple caversaliin Weivwoen ‘the Aecreiry if Blote and ML Moti 
December (Waferener paregrapls 7 af Na. vows.) 


Vite Kinga Delepnil, Monee, Ye Voesign Oho, Tevyrani NW 8 Weethy, 
‘ot Tih Deweber 


United Kinga Delegotion, Meare. tn Forvign Offlen ‘Telegram No. 102, Worthy, 
‘ot 31th. December 


1 Delopithin, Mencow, to: Foreign, Tolagraen Ni 171, Worthy 


18th December, 1945. 


10 say that there were parts af 
the world where Soviet interests and British interests touched, for instance in 
Greece, Turkey and Persia. . There would he no misunderstanding if we and the 


ch 


Russinns folly appreciated each other's motives. ‘The last Uhing he wanted was 
to see oiirselves in conflict with the Soviet Union 

MOLOTOV osked : What else?) THE FOREIGN SECRETARY said that 
there remained the question of peace treaties, but this would be better discussed 
p the company of Mr. Byrgs.... Reverting to Tran, THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY said that he was not making any conerete proposals, but he 
Tike Molotov to understand that for many reasons there wa deep sympathy 2 
feeling in the United Kingdom for Tran, and that constant questions about 1 
conotry were put in Pacdiamsent. He had ean a apecal patna in is replies to 
Say nothing Hat could be pravocative to the Soviet Union 


MOLOTOV then turned to ran and reminded the Foreign Secretary that 
the question of the withdrawal of t2onpe had been. dined ce with 
fnoaths, in Berlin and ia London. On both -gnsasiony, it had been agreed t 
hy the ire "There bad been no disagreements, ‘The Soviet Government had 
recognised the creation ax binding and diel uot se why th 
Up again, ‘Tho eventa which had occurred in Azerbaijan tid been w completely 
natural pheno tions. Kor from helping thie movement, the 

‘lve ithelf in-any. way. ‘The. whale matter 

“"Jocal natiobal axpirations.”” TL was & parely internal matt 

Tran pre, if th mt had heen hostile to the Russians, the Soviet 
Government coukt not have played the part of impassive onlookers, because of 
the pruximity of Azerbaijan to the frontiers of the Sovi But, iu fact, the 
whole thing had been n national demécratic movement directed neither aginst 
the Persian Government nor the Soviet Government, ‘The Russians wore deter 
Imined not to intervene. although the troubles were occurring on their frontiers, 


@ 
Extract from the Record of a Meeting at the Kremlin on 19th December at-10 py 


GENERALISSIMO STALIN said. that. Mr. Byrnes bad then put to him 
questions abotit Iran, He had spoken about. the withdrawal of troop and bad 
taked for the views of the Soviet Government, -Gineraliaaimo Stalin had told bint 
that the Soviet Goveenmont did not propors an early withdrawal: they doxived 
tosafeguand Haku and tbe oil welle there... There war no guacinten af security tM 
that rogion on account of Lhe hostile attitude of th 


Ma. BEVIN asked whothor the Soviet Government were afraid of ar attack 
Tran, 


JENFRALISSIMO STALIN teplied that he wan afraid of acts of sabotage 


Mx. BEVIN said that it was important to bring out Into the ligtit of diy 
the mingivings which either side wight tiaye. The Timself wax quite ready to 
tell the Generaliesiino What was feared, in England, 1c was thought there that 
the Soviet Government were following a policy aiming at, the incurporation of 
‘Azerbaijan, or making it into aatellite State, Ho did nox, say tht the Govern 

tut it wax held in the House of Conimons and in the 

4 alive what a sonsitive point Tray 
was to both Gover I. Molotoy the day’ bafore that, if 
There was any point of friction hetwoon their Governments, it wae tinport 
‘once to try to remove itat an early slage. His Majesty's Govern interes 
fn Traq aud In Moul and the olf of those rogions. If only. His Majesty's Govern 
ment could know what it was exactly that the Soviet Government wanted it 
might he possible to co-operate. 


GENERALISSIMO STALIN said that, frankly and honestly, tie tind Wo 
claims against Tran, that Was to sty, he liad n0 idea of incorporating any part of 

into the Soviet Union and no intention of tmpairing the sovereignty of 

1. Bak he wished to aafeguard the oil of Baku against diversionary activiti 
‘hare were many extreme nationals inthe Tabiah Government wh wished to 
damage the Baku oil jndustry and who had plans of Jong standing for the 
incorporation of Baku in Iran. As to this, he had little fear but there was 9 real 
danger of diversionary activities, He had no territorial claim against Tean ot 
any intention of infringing Tranian sovereignty. 
















































































Mu. BEVIN suid that we could assume then that Azerbaijan would remain 
GENERALISSIMO STALIN replied that Azerbaijan in fact 
consisted of two different regions, only one of which,was genuinely, Persian, 


Ma, BEVIN aaid that, av any rate, the Persian part would remain in rad 
and GENERALISSIMO STALIN indicated his assent 


Mn, BEVIN said that he had taken an interest in the proposal for the 
establishment of provincial councils throughout Tran. His Majesty's Government 
had suggested to the Iranian, Government that that ought to be done. Could we 
not set up 4 tripartite commission to advise and assist them. ‘The Iranians did 
hot seem capable of carrying out reform by themselves. ‘This reform seemed to 
te necessary and might elfect a settlement of Persia. If this suggestion appealed 
to the Generalissimo, bis personal opinion wns that, if the latter favoured it, 
he (Mr. Bevin) might advocate it with the United States Government 


GENERALISSIMO STALIN said that he might support this idea, but he 
rust know exactly what wax intended 


Mit, BEVIN explained that the measure had been provided for inthe Ira 
constitution but hnd never been carried out. He thonght it wax easontial to carry 
tout but he feared that the Traninn Government would be unable to do it without 
caxaiatanic, 


GENERALISSIMO STALIN thought that that was probably the case and 
said that be would study the matter and then discuss it further. He thought it 
pomible that agreement might be reached on this poi 


(a) 


Tnited Kingdom Delegation, Moscow, to Foreign Offer (Received 
‘261h December.) 


aahe Worthy) 
legrapie) Moscow, 25th December, 196. 
19 Majeaty'# Ambasgador at ‘Tehran wax authorised by the Foreign Office 
to suggest to the Persian Government that they shonld announce thelr intention 
to introduce a scheme of provincial councila for the whole of Persia, including 
‘Avorbaijan. Suggestion wax made to the Prime Minister and ina speech to:th 
Majlis be made a statement in the proposed sense, though he told His Majesty 
‘Ambassador that it would be dangerous to hold provincial elections 0 long as 
ihere were Russian (roops in the country... TL wemed to mo that. the Persian 
Joverament, init prewat sate of paraysi, woul te usable for through 
od, nnd Im my frat talk with Stalin 1 suggested that the three 
ithe. Persian Government to et, up provincial councils 
the proposal, but bir 


aflaira 
p 


vide 
ions Organisation 
to send 10 
Molotov. Letter to you wi 
‘and their anfortunate effect on P 
fh tripartite commission to help the 
provincial councils and to supervise the first provini 
Rinmed to me the ewential points in the terms of reference for the propose! 
Goruiniesion, and pressed this scheme as preferable to the obvious alternative, vis 
That the question should be raised by the Persian Government with the United 
Nations Organisation, Byrnes proposed that the remonstrances and arguments 
‘thould be put forward orally and proposed a memorandum consisting of our 
‘sugyested terms of reference expanded by the inclusion of provisions designe to 
otect the Persinna and of a clause empowering the com also to" took 
vito the question of facilitating the early withdrawal of Allied troops from Persia 
and to make appropriate recommendations to the Governments of the three 
rowers” 


7 


T thought it as well to accept the American memorandum as it stood, sinoe 
it is with some difficulty that they bad been brought to accept a share of the 
responsibility and I am patting it to the Russians as my own. It is true that 
it may take some time to'set up the commission and that little of the six months 
from the conclusion of hostilities may be left before it makes recommendations 
for the wcithdrawal of Allied troops, but this is perhaps of little importance 
tiew of the obvious jntention of the Russians to keep their troops in Persia until 
the last momeut. Tn my telegram No. 58, Worthy, I informed you of Stalin's 
allegation about the danger to Baku from the present ““anfriéndly”” Persian 
Kovernment--a theme wich he developed still more strongly in his talk with 


) 


Memorandum circulated by the British Delegation at the 11th Meeting. 


Suggested Draft Terms of Reference for Tripartite Commission on Iran 


1. The Commission to fake as ite point of daparture the fact that durin 
the presence in Persia of Allied troupe the Persian economy aud government 
Grgattantion have been disturbed and difficulties have arisen between the contrat 
creeimcnt and. the iahabilante of certain provinces. The. Three, Powers 
FRognise that they may have wine responsibility for thix and should, therefor, 
TidGoue to nscist the Persian State. in roestablishing, normal conditions: to 
The‘atinfaction of all elements of the ‘population wat maintaining, friendly 
rulations, with other counttion 

Se With a ‘view to allaying the apprehensions of the Persian Goverament, 

Ta rewore taiies of international friction, the Commission to look into the 
Valin of facilitating the early withdrawal of Allied troops from Persin and 
it suuke appropriate recommendations to the Governments of the hive Powers 

a ape tbinmasion Lo keap in mind (a) the undertaking given by Great 
Briain and Soviet Rusia in the Treaty of Sant, 1042 to rompect te political 
Independence wovereignty ad territorial iteyrty of Perv and (0) te delara 
saat Peran tasned during the Tehran Coaterence by Proxident Rootevelt 
‘eneraltsino Stalin and Mr. Churckil 

Te With a view to recanciling the existing diforences between the central 
Perstin Government and certain regions of the country, the Commission to advive 
ver cist the Persian Government in the establishment of provincial eounctls, 
inaceerdauce with the provisions of the Persiau constitution 

The eummentations, of the Commision, (which must receive the 

dasfore being sutsmitted to the Persian Govern 
‘Aeerbatjan 

‘. the constitution 
(orth reapect to provincial 
the. Commimion tn reamed. any 
epecially in regard to the elections 
ethe counted the master in whi 

i cl mmission also 10 make Tecomipendatious as to the use of the 
muincplty languages auch as Arabic, Turkieh and Kurdish for éducational and 
other prrposes. 

Tone nunission to consult closely with the Persian Government and with 

Ot er a important elements of the population in the process of 
formulating its recoramendations 

nulalineefoe Towers 1o use their best ehdeacours to persuade the Persian 
Gorcgament th pase fata law ail pul into extention the recommendations made 
thy the Commision. 

rca Commission to make no recommendation which woild weaken the 
fundamental uaity of the Persian State : 5 

Hae ety provincial elections to be carried Out under the supervision of 
the Cotnission 


Moscow, 40h December, W945, 


ee 
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6) 


Extract from Note* of u Concerention at the Kremtin on Monday, 24th December, 


Mn. BEVIN ssid that i Lad With His Majesty's Govern: 
Id not help feeling vint althoogh, of course, they recognised hat 
the Soviet. Government worn entitled to, Tex 0 protect the Baksh 
x the situation wos Bot sh ns tO 
force iti Northern Tran, British troop had beet reduced. in nomber 16 
44.000, and these Were stationed at a considerable distance from the capital, Eve 
if the list British troops were withdrawn, the situation which bad. developed 
vrould mean that there wae ho complete settlement. Therefore, he hac subsuitted 
to M, Molotoy-n proposal for a Three-Power Commission with a deaft of theit 
terma of referench. Ho felt, and His Majesty's Government felt. that the three 
Governments having had this areca. placed st their for the purposes of 
the war, it would be it they Ba To coin 
im ordet to clear up tl 
misunderstanding between cur two Cover 
how aubmitted offered of tearing up the xituation, mafeguardi 
grity of Tran and. veroving tical Petween, Rist md the United 
Kingdom, 
GENERALISSIMO STALIN wail that this 
for some sort of agreement. He would have sin 
Substantial importance to propose, and he would communicate these that ight 
or the following morning 
Mu BEVIN said that thow amondinents, when receive woukd te carefully 
fd hie would then consult with Sir: Byres and AM Molotov nnd try 
a agreement 
NERALISSIMO STALIN snid that he hope that our two Goverameute 
right find a common ground. - What was Mr, Byrae position! 
Mi, BEVIN vid thit Me Byrnes had not dofintelycommitted hinoslf but 
be would we his on the following 


Soviet Amendments 10 Memorandum circulated by United Kingdom 
Delegation (No.(A)) 


THE. Soviet’ Delegation propowes to. introduce. into. the draft on the 
question of the competence of the Tripartite Commission on Tran the following 
‘amendments = 

1. The heading to read as follows: “On the Tripartite Commission for 
Tranian questions.” 

2 ‘Tho draft to begin with the following introductory sentence 
Governments of Great Britain, the USSR. and USA. have agreed 
on the formation of a Tripartite Comminion for Tranian questions,” 

2. Second paragraph to read thie 

With m view to removing the apprebcsions of the Iranian 
Government and cutises of international friction, the Conamiss 
deal with the question of the acceleration, as far as possible, of the 
withdrawal of Allied troops from. [ran and make. corresponding 
recommendations to the Governments of the ‘Three Powers.” 

4 Tn paragraph 5 for,“ verte ous of the country” read “certain 
Dries of the’ country 

5, Paragraph, 7 10 road. as follows = 

©The Commission shall also make recommendatic 
the free use of the languages of national minorities. 
‘Turki, Kurdish, for purposes of edlugation, £0 


sth December, 1045. 





Draft ax finally accepted by the United Kingdom Delegation, 


Tripartite Commission for Iranian Affairs 


THE Governments of Great Britain, USS.R. and the United States have 
agreed ott ‘on of a Tripartite Commission for Iranian questions and 
vent To the Iranian Government for their concurrence. 

The terms of are as follows 
1. ‘The Commission shall take as its point of departure the fact that, during 
the presence 1 Persia of Allied troops, the Persian economy and governmental 
ve heen disturbed and difficulties between the central 

The 


VOUT LO assint th 
satisfaction of all elemente of the po 
with other countries 

2) With a view to removing the apprehensions of the ranian’ Government 
and causes of inte ‘the Comission shall deal with the question 
Of the acceleration, as far as possible of the withdrawal of Alli ps fr 
Tran, and sball make appropriate rrvommendations to the Governments of 
Thice Powers 

3. The Commision shall keep in mind (a) the undertaking given hy Great 
Britain and Soviet Russia in the Treaty’of January V2 to Fespect the political 
Independence, saver J territorial integrity of Perwiny and (2). the 
declaration about. P ran Conference by. President 
Roosevelt, Generalissimo 8 M. 

4. With a view to reconciling th 
Persian Governwent and certain prov 
advinn and amist the Persian Gove went of previ 
Countils, in accordance with the pruvisions of the Persian constitation 

3. "The Recommendations of the Commimion (which must teecive thi 
approval of the Three Gorerninenta before beiig. submitted to the Persian 
Havernment) aball cover the whole of Persia, inclading: Azertai jun, 

iz lawe amplifying the relovant. provisions, of the constitution 

vinci canis sll be taken a he point of dpartar, it 

all recommend any amendments which weet to be required, 

‘especially in mga to the elections to the local conncils, the powors and daties of 
the councils and the manner in which they aro to be furnished with funds 

7. ‘The Conminsion shall also make recommendations as to the free we of 
the msorty languages wach as Arabic, Tart and Rumi for elwtonal and 
thet piirposes 

ise Commission shall conanft Closely with the Persian Government ant 
with representatives of all important elements of the population in the process 
Of formulating its reconvinendations, 

D.The ‘three Powers shall use thet best enileasours to persuade the Persian 
‘Government fo pass into Taw and to pitt into exetion 1 renulatjons made 
by the Commission, 

10... ‘The Cominission shall make go recommendation which wonld weaken 
the fundamental unity of the Persian State. 

11... The first provincial elections shalt be carried ont ynder the mupervision 
of the Commission 


25th December, 1945, 


® 


United Kingitim Delegation, Morcow, to Foreign Offer —(Receiord 
~ WOW Devember) ss 


(No. 164. Worthy.) 
(Telegraphic) Moscow, 27th December, 1945. 
MY itmiediately following telegram gives the United States draft based on 


tuy scheme which T circulated to the conference as my proposal. Stalin's aigend- 
re ont 


‘ments, which are contained in my telegram No. 166, fs statement, as 
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ted in my telegram No. 142. Worthy, that they would be of no very great 
substantial importance. I decided, however, that we ought to try for amendments 
he following three points — 


(a) In the preamble the addition of the words "and are submitting this 
agreement to the Persian Government for. their concurrence.” 
Mr. Byrnes agreed that it would be right to obtain Persian 
concurrence. 

() In parngraph 2 omission of the words “*as far as pyssible ” and amend- 
mont of the paragraph to read “* acceleration of the withdrawal of 
Allied troops. from Persia which is due to be completed by the 
nd March, 1946, at latest.”” 


J was inclined to propose omission altogether of this clause since I was 
advised that in actual practice it would be difficult for any acceleration of the 
withdrawal to take place before the 2ud March seeing that the comtnission could 
hardly yot to watk before mid-January and would take time to complete its 
recommendations on thin question, while troop movements would have to begin 
overal weeks before the 2nd March if they were to be withdrawn before that date 
‘There was, therefore, a danger that the Soviet Government would use this clause 
ris a pretoxt to delay withdrawal, Mr, Byrnes was, however, insistent on the 
retention of the clan 


(6) In paragtaph 7 T considered that we should return to the original 
Tnngguage of our draft, viz.. "The use of the minority languages 


2 An amended draft containing the Soviet amendments and the three 
counter-amendments was discussed at an informal meeting on the 25th December, 
Mr Byrnes remained ailent except to support me when T deprecated tho limita- 
tion of ** acceleration "* in the second paragraph by "as far as pomible,” 1 
proposed “ maximum possible acceleration,” bat this Molotoy would not acoopt 
fa to patageaph 7, 1 objected that “free use"” might tie the hands of 
commision from the beginning and proposed “right to. use."” There was also 
swine discussion about the use of the word “* national minorities,” which seemed to 
me to bon ‘the question; but in. the end it was agreed that the word might be 

Mead ia the Rusdlan idiom and Soviet practice while the English text would read 

minority languages." Thus, at the eod of the informal meeting on the 
25th December there were in our belief oaly two points loft over for further 
consideration, viz., ‘aa far as possible’ in paragraph 2 and free" in 
paragraph. 7. 

The next day I had deoided that the insertion of “ free" would not 
ou Propo m and that '"as far aa possible’ could be 
fiecwpted on the grown thot, if we accept the Soviet assurance of their intention 
to leave by the end of six ssonithe, we must canclude that the removal of stores and 
troops. would probably be 1m full swing before the commission could make any 
Fecommendations 

4. [therefore had a private conversation with Molotoy before the informal 
meeting op the 26th December and said that I waa propared to accept the two 
iutalanding Soviet amendments ‘To my surpriso Molotov said that the Soviet 
a legato progoved to roy , the Persian question alta ther. ‘The pretext he 

jvanced wan that they conf not agree to the proposal that the agreement should 
termined to the Hersian. Goversment for'thetr concurrence. and that as it 
would not be possible to proceed without the concurrence of the Persian Govern: 
Inent, the proposed agreement should be dropped, I emphasised the strong 
interest aroused in Great Britain by the situation in Persia, and said that a very 
bad Impression would be created if it could not be announced that the matter had 
eon raised in Moscow and an understanding reached 

5. T suggested that we should announce that views had been exchanged 
between them on proposals which were now being taken up with the Persian 
overnment through the diplomatic channel, Molotov refused my proposal, and 
‘said that the furthest he could go was to consider including a passage in the 
communiqué to the effect that views had been exchanged between the three Foreign 
Sceretaries, that umderstanding had been arrived at, and that the next step would 
‘be for the question to be pursued through diplomatic channels. He would not 
commit himself to agreeing that the approach to the Persian Government sboald 
the on hasis of ovr draft proy 

‘6. At the informal meeting on the 26th December immediately following this 
discussion I raised the question of Persia, and Molotov said that the riet 
Gelegation considered that the question should be dropped, He gave no reason 
{or dropping the matter beyond alleging that it hiad been decided at the beginning 
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of the conference that it was to'be taken off the agenda, He added that we must 
fot say that nothing had been done: we had exchanged views. Mr, Byrnes gave 
te no apport. I left Molotov in no doubt as to the unfortunate effect which the 
Soviet attitude would produce on His Majesty's Government... ‘The meeting then 
wont into recess and I requested an interview with Stalin. : 

7. In the evening 1 saw Molotov again and told him that I had informed 
His Majesty's Government of Stalin's views and that, if the subject were now 
to be dropped without any agreement being announced, it would cause great 

Sn oes ad miounderstanding, Molotoy, besides employing the arguments 
Pera tacd before, laid much stress on the hostile attitude of the present Persian 
Government, which was anes: the none To this et, wat the Reo 
Prune Minister was posibly speaking under a certain feeling of frustration, due 
eae enity to vant certain parts of his own country, Ax it was plain that 
Toould get nowhere with Molotov I broke off the interview after about an hour's 
discussion, but on leaving Molotoy I made a very frank statement to hi T said 
Hee Tail ast arant to be faced with faite aecomplis, No one was more anxious 
than T to work in peace and collaboration with the Soviet Union, bat I dofinitely 
resented being faced with, faite accom ‘Pablic opinion at home was quite 
Surin Hat fo aecompl woe fda mage Pople might te wrong, ba 
that was the impression’ which. prevail folotov- replied that there were no 
Prennle to look for fails nccomplis. The Persian quostion. wae always open to 
Aietunfon and Russia was making Ho claims on Persian torritory. 

i a esta pan to, Washington aud Tehran ox my telegrams 
Nos, $35 and 206 respectively, 


(9) 


United Kingdom Delegation's Discugelon on the Treo Soviet Ameniiments in the 
Draft on the Tripartite Commission for Pervian Affairs: and Revert of 
Secreuery of State's Second (Prieaté) Conversation with M.’ Molotor 
ih December (with Annes) (Reference; Pardgraphs 4 and 6 of No. (8)) 


THE, Secrotary of State discussed with Sir A. Cadogan, Sit R. Bullard aud 
General Jacob this morning the two Soviet. amendments In the deaft on the 
tripartite coumnission for Persia affairs which were left vmaettled nt last sight’ 
meeting with the three Foreign Secretaries ; ‘, 

2 The firet atmendinent. was the insertion of tho words.‘ as far as possible, 

-ase *" agcaleration of the withdrawal of Allied troops frout Tron 
Te was felt that in actual practice it would be difficult for any 
ike place before the nd March, since the 
fore mid-January and would take wore 
‘while it) would be necorsary for 


eoroeented trope to if they wore to be withdrawn by 


movement of troops to begin in early F 
Te was therefore dh 


attracted the United States De 

terms of reference, but was lifted by 

draft letter to M. Molotov which had 

into the revised terms of reference which t 
attitade of the United States Delegation, the 
the Soviet amendment, and to drop his request 


the Soviet amendment of 
inarities) though he would 
ti to use," 
the Secretary of State raised 
the 9 [ Molotoy (Sir A, Cadogan, 
M. Vy 


present). 
(ME Molotov nt once raised the question of obtaining the concurrence of 
the Persian overzment.. The preamble to the Document ran as follows: ° The 
vl 


Governments of Great Britain, the U.SS.R. and the United States haye agreed to 
the formation of 2 tripartite Commission for Iranian questions.” The United 


[saa20) 
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Kinga M. Molotov, had at first suggested the 
the words ** roval of the ‘Persian numect."* They" had tn 
imitting 
Government for their coucat rence 
that the draft agreement had 


affairs withoot having’ obtained 
M. Molotov therefare suggested t 
wh 1d be dropped 
7. In order to test MP Afolotov's attitade, the Secret 
two Soviet amendivente ed above, On the first amendment (concerning 
) he said that for his part we stood by the treaty 
jos exchanges! with M Molotov’ in London Did! M.. Malate 
the intention tor withdraw hy the treaty date? M. Malate 
that this was the Savior intention ctary of State the 
at he ‘did riot wish “to- press fe of the referee 
of the 2nd March by which lve to be completed by the 
2 Im regard to the woud ped! that ML. Molotow would 
bw able to moet him by accepting M. Molitor said hie would 
consider this lat 
8. Returning to 
be dropping tbe di 
ment, the Secrotar 
which had been’ 
impression would tat 
theen raised in Mose ilerstanding reached, He therefore suggested th: 
aniqué shonld state that viows had been exchanged b 
ts on the subject sind that agreement had leet re 
hem on, proposals which taken up with the Persian 
mit thronygh the diplomat 
9. -M- Molotor demurred to. statement cn these lites, since he could 
way that ayroement bad, bee The furthest he would yo we 
wider the Inclusion of a passage in the communiqué to the followin 


that the whale axivere 


jews were exchanged between the Foreign Secretaries of the United 

United Stitor and the USSR. on the Persian question, and 
understanding wos arrived at. The west step will be for thie question to 
be pitrwued through diplomatic channel with the Persian Government.” 


M. Molotov said that he would let the Seoretary of State laiow later whether 
this suggestion could be accepted. 

to, The Necretary of Stato enquired whether the appronch to the Persian 
Government, if agreed, could be made on the basi of the draft agreement under 
discumion, "M, Molotov amented, Hut his assent was presumably subject to con- 
firmation as in the ease of the stiggeated formula 

11. During the discussion with M. Molotow, which was hurried, the attached 
formula was drafted, but tot produeed, its object being to make sure that the 
approach to the Persian Goverment wold be on a firw and agreed baaix, and to 
hold the Soviet Government to the terms of the draft on which, subject to our 
acoeptance of the two outstanding Soviet amcadments, agreement memed to have 
boot reached Inst nights But the Secretary of State felt that it woold be useless to 
press M. Molotov further on the matter: 

P. DIXON. 
Moscow, th December, i 


ANNEX. 
1—In the Protocol and the published communiqué. 
VIEWS were excl between the Foreign Secretaries of the United 
Kingdom, United States and U-SS.R. on the Persian question, and agreement 


‘was reached between the three Governments on proposals which are now being 
taken up with the Persian Government through the diplomatic channel 








& 


I1—In the Protocol only (wot published), 


Tripartite Commission for Iranian A {fairs F 
The Goveraments of the United Kingdom, Usited Stace and USSR, have 
eed on the following proposals reganding Persian affairs t 

saved a the faring proper reastng Persian SE vera 

of the United Kingdom, United States and USS.R. shall be formed with the 

following terms of reference ‘ 
{See draft as finally accepted by the United Kingdom Delegation (No. (7)), 
subject to our request for substitation of " the right to use" for the free use 

in paragraph 7.) 


(19) 


Extract from Record of V8th (Informal) Mecting of Foreign Seeretarien, 
th December. 
3. Tran, 
M. MOLOTOV felt there was no purpose in disouasing Tran further, Tt 
was not om the agencla 
Mx, BYRNES qoid that they had agroed to discuss it informally, They had 
better disquss the communiqué now and then revert to i, : 

N said that Austria and Germany were not on the agenda either, 
tut he hal spread to diss them informally” tHe also waited to clear up Tras 
informally, 

M. MOLOTOV said there had bien a Tot of thik abot Trai already, with 
nig rom 

Mu. BYRNES said that if no sollition were reached they would meet ayain 
for the U.N.0, session in London: 

ME MOLOTOV said that M. Vyshinski would probably represant the Boviet 
Gorctamentan that oosasion, He woul agree H6t to diacies Tran further if his 
colleagues did not want to. 


7. Tran (again). 


accepted virtually all the Soviet amen 
the concurrence of the Lranian Govern at 
which he forward were acce oF 
Thich the Teuban Government would be approached with a view to the setting 
np of a Commission 
LOTOV said that he could not accept that It should suffice that 

there had been un exchange of views, that the question had not ben left on the 
fagenda, that no decision had been reached, and that there should be no reference 
to this matter in the communiqué 

Mn. BEVIN asked what M. Molotor thonght the British Government's next 
step would have to be! 


M. MOLOTOV ‘replied that he thought that Mr. Bevin knew this well 
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Mz. BEVIN said that he thought he understood the position. He regretted 
it, He had thought that his proposal constitated one of the steps that might be 
taken to clear up what looked like being a very awkward situation between Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union Tt was a question which provoked a good deal 
(of feelin 

(On the proposal of Me. Byrises it was agreed to adjourn, 


(uy 


Note of Private Coneernation betseeen the Secretary of State und M, Molotoe held 
fat Spiridonerka Palace om 20th December, 1045. 


Mu, BEVIN said he would have liked to. spenk to Stalin on the subject of 
Tran. Thore was great public disqu ted Kingdom about the position 
there, and he was tat snxions that nothing should happen in that couatey to 
disturb the relations betwses their two Government, He had wdvied the British 
overninent of Stalin's views ancl if the fubject-were now to be dropped without 
ny agreement being anooanced 1 would cube great perturbation, and 
inisnderstanding, 
M. MOLOTOV pinto! out that the quertion of tran had not been othe 
Conference agenda, In any case, several other quextionx had already been settled 


Mn. BEVIN aid (t venir ¢spéctia! tht theré Would be a written agreement 
between their two Govurnments regarding Tran, and he thought he had virtually 
achieved an understanding with Stalin as «result af their conversatione What 

happened to prevont tix underacandiny, boing fully realised? 

M. MOLOTOV said there was an understanding and also a treaty. Views 
had been exchanged both, in London and. Berlin 

Mu. HEVIN said that much had happened since then and the British 
ment dil not know what the present Soviet policy was regarding Tra 


M. MOLOTOV said Mr, Bevin had had severn! talke with the Generalissimo. 
Mn. DEVIN replied that everything weted’to have been withdrawn. 


M. MOLOTOV said that the Soviet Government was not withdrawing: 
‘Tate would be resumed whet: the time came 


jover 


ome if sno Commission were 
Commission to Tran to examine the 
tie! He was afraid that the Travian 

difhcultin arise 
M. MOLOTOY said thait tliat would tiot be the first time such chamges had 
occurred. “He had been perfectly happy with the precent Tranian Government 
until it bey to ablise the Soviet 
Mu. BEVIN wished to be quite Crank. Hie Majesty's Goverument were 
afraid of the policy pursed by the Soviet Government. He had felt reassured 
aaftor his talle with Stalit that a aatinfuctory understanding would be reached. 


He. would find it vory difficult to sign'a protocol which. would male ‘ 
of an underdanding about Irma. sierra ra 


M. MOLOTOV said that would be Mr. Bevin's affair. There were no grounds 
for mentioning Iran in the protocol. As to the talk with Stalin, Mr, Bevin knew 
perfectly: woll that the Generalissimo “did not say his words for nothing and 
scatter them to the winds, 


Mx. BEVIN agreed, but it was his understanding that the United: Kingdow 
memorandum was acceptable, subject te minor amendments... He had. been 


prepared to accept the original draft reading with the approval of the 
ronian Government . . if that woald ensure an understanding. He thought 
the document submitted offered a satisfactory basis of agreement, subject to some 
‘amendment. Was that understanding to be regarded us withdrawn 


M; MOLOTOV asked what Mr, Bevin had in mind 


3 

in BEVIN enquired whether, if the concurrence of the Iranian Government 
oe REY Bement would sil and: Te woud be dinar to Bris 
Public opinion if no firm understanding could be achieved an this problem, The 
‘Understanding was more important to him than the document. 

AL MOLOTOV thought the document would remain 4 =rap of paper unless 


3 secured Until hen the question 
i ey tie traian Government weresecured Cai 
Peer Nov dee decision bad yet ben ten 


EVIN ‘ ve amendments and yet 
Mx. BEVIN pointed out that he had accepted all th diment 
there was still no decision. Would the approval of the Tranian, Government offer 
fa basis for implementing the agreem 

VFO reminded Mr. Bevin that be lad ad talk both with hinnselt 
agreement with the present Iranian Coverament which kept-on denouncing the 
Soviet Union. 


Mx. BEVIN asked what was meant by denouncing, 


YEOV referred Mr. Bevin to the London Press. Lf this were not 
a LOT oaly oad sata ade hy the Persian Prine Miniter 0 
the Majlis, ; 
it. BEVIN pointed out that the Prime Minister was possibly speaking 
nde tata Tet feusention, de tohis habit to Vi certain arte 
Of his own country. He himself. would strongly object to obstacles being put 
in the way of his visiting Scotland, for example, 
M. MOLOTOV said that Mr. Bevin seemed to be justifying the Persian 
Prime Minister's action. He could not accept that 
Mu, BEVIN said that His Majesty's Government were deeply concerned 
in the affairs of Iran. 
M. MOLOTOV pointed out that Iran! was even clover to the Soviet Union 
than Great Britain was. 
Ma, BEVIN agreed that both countries were close to Persia, 
M. MOLOTOV then reverted to the "abuse which was being showored 
‘on him by the Iranians. He resented it 
EVIN replied that ho himself got lote of abuse, but he brushed. it 
acid Bia ME eto en wat th pono would th Teatians ngred 
Would the Comminaion te proceeded with 
yl that wan a matter to be discussed, Aw it wns not 
oni ee sect me it war ao nh ve gg through He Yount 
fe. Bevin wax aware of Stalin's views 


Mn. BEVEN asented, but pointed ont that the matter had not orystalli 


M. MOLOTOV sud this was dae to the fact that a decision wax not 
yet “ripe,” 
Mn. BEVIN asked what decision. 
OV said the decision which Mr, Bevin was pecking—the 
Tere nothing could be decided without the assent of the Teaniniy Government 
With that he agreed. It was meaningless to sign a document to which the 
Tranian Government nd not agreed. ‘The way the question was being put was 
rnot acceptable to the Soviet Government 
EVIN reverted to bis query: whether the approval of the Tranian 
Gor neti VS fer a bass for implementing Ue areement 
M. MOLOTOV said the way Mr. Bevin was putting the question was not 
acceptable to him, 
‘Mn. BEVIN said that the yo Governaionts would have 40 watch the course 
of events. 
(32429) 
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M, MOLOTOV said the two Governments w 
dim iid the two Governments would find a way out of the 


Mz. BEVIN asked when 


M. MOLOTOV said that Mr. Bevin and himself were “lively peop! 
would find a way out. ‘There would be many occasions for discussing. this 
question. Meanwhile, it would be good if the Persians would stop their abuse. 
Mn. BEVIN said he did not wish to see similar difficulties arise as had 
seeurred in Bulgaria and Roumania. He would have liked tose the two Govern- 
ments pursue the ine of policy and involv 
ments purse the same line of policy and not get involved in complications on 
MOLOTOV agreed. 


Mi BEVIN wished to be completely frank. He did not want to be faced 
with faite accompli ‘anxious than he was'to work in peace 
and collaboration with et but he definitely resented being faced 
witha fait accompl_ Public opinion inthe United Kinzvomn woe quieconrined 
hat a fait accompli was being staged. ‘They might be wrong, but that was the 
impromion which prevailed, = ‘ing TUTOR Se. 


M. MOLOTOY said there were no grounds to look for /aits accomplix, ‘The 
Feian question was always open to diesion aud Rusa Woe Toaktna we cla " 
on Persina territory” Mr. Bevin had had a long talk with Stalin and ad loro 
i Ua aha ee ee 


Ae M. Molotov'n arguments were becom State 
veoh Molotor's ann ore becoming trivial, the Seoretary of State 


cy 


United Kingdom Delegation, Moscow, to Foreign Ofice-—(Recei 
Mn Deemer Pant init iene 


Moscow, 27th December, 1046. 


ax will as to His Majesty's Ambassador, would enable me to aj 
Again and to mggeee thatthe agreement ould now be conceded Even Ht 
ch failed, discussion. in le comment on the 
Ne abit adopted by Uh 
Persians and das ‘cau 
2. It is possible that, 
‘ment may want to omi 


it 


agree 

{isi may be called) of the British and the Americans to obtain any eatisfact 
ersin at this conference may bring about the overthrow of Hakimi and his 

Feplecement by a Prine Minister whet wil rocggaiee the Acerbaiias movement 

and in this way also do what the Russians want. I consider, however, that it 





would be difficult: for Ministet 10.reject our scheme and at the same 
Time fo recognise Azerbaijan autonomy and that we ought, therefore, to continue 
to back our scheme even if pro-Russian Government shonld come into power 
in Tehran, 

Foreign Office please pass to Washington and Tehran as my telegrams 
Nos. 529 and 208 respectively. 


(as) 


United Kingdom Delegation, Moscow, to Foreign Office. (Received 
‘BIK December.) 


(No, 169. Worthy.) x 
(Tolegraphi Moscone, 22th December, 1945. 
‘Wve No. 164, W 
‘given by after auspicious beginning for refusal to 
for Persia was Bersian abuse of 
themselves, but it might ease the 
Ambasaadars in. London and 
‘datements- about Russia and if the 
ovict newspapers in Tehran fF criticism within narrower bonnds 
than asal 
Foreign Office please pass to Washington and Tehran as my telegrams 
Nos. 880 and 200 respectively, 


pe 


(4) 


United Kingdom Delegation, Movcow, fo Foreign Office —(Received 
‘Bik December.) 


(No, 171. Worthy:) 
(Relographic.) Moscow, 27th December, Y9A5. 
HY telegram No, 164, Worthy. 

Following is text of letter dated the 27th December, in which Mr, Byrnes 
has concurred, which Tam sending to Molotoy on my departure from Moscow. 
Beh December = 

“Tt has been a great disappointment wo me that, after my fricndly 
‘exchange of views with the Gencealissimo, we haye been unable to come te 
SYhnal agreement about the treatment. of Persian quostions, and Taz sure 
that my Eowerninent will be equally dimppointed. However, Ewill report :0 
them fully the exchange of views that hns taken place and the anvendinents 
to my proporals which you muggested. and T accepted. 

P Mbel that it would not be right: to Koop, the, Perstn, Goverment 
uninformed, aud Lam thorefore instructing Sir It. Bullard to acquaint them 
with the course of conversations in Moscow and the proposals which were 
Mimitted for their views, Lbaye informed Mr, Byrnes of the contents of 
this letter, who is advising bis representative in Tehran in a similar sense 


Foreign Oifice please pass to Washington ‘and ‘Telran x my” telegrarie 
Nos, 852 and 211 respectively, 


Se ee 
[B 5/5, No.1 


Mr. Becin to Mr. Farquhur (Tehran), 

(No. 311) 
Sic, Foreign Office, Bist December, 945. 
THE Iranian Ambassador came to's6o me to-day, “He enquired what bad 
bappened at Moscow, with special reference to the statement by Mr. Byrnes 
Temurding the setting up of » commission, T told the Ambassador that it was 
True that we did propose a commission of the three Governments with a view to 


(s2e29) o4 
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establishing for all proviuees, including Azerbaijan, the provincial councils 
arranged under the Iranian Constitution of 1907, and also to consider whether 
the Allied troops conld not-be removed inore speedily. Sir Reader Bullard was 

tack now to consult with the Iranian Government, and if a reply 
‘could. be obtained quickly then we would go into the matter again immediately 
Thad not been ina position to settle anything in Moscow because T had not the 
viows of the Iranian Government as to whether they would favour the proposal 
L advised the Ambassador to.tell his Government to keep calm and steady, and 
corsider the whole in discussions which could be taken up with them as soon as 
oar Ambassador arrived in Tehran, 

2 The Ambassador also raised with me the question as to whether we 
would support Tran as a member of the Security Council on the ground of early 
entry into the war, geographical distribution atid the services they had placed at 
the disposal of the Allies, T told him T would consider it, but could give him 
no assurance at the moment 

3. At the end of our talk the Ambassador expressed the fear that pressure 
‘would be brought to bear to bring his Government down, My advice to hin was 
that the best step to take would be to move with speed and decixion ax stun as 
the Ambasxador arrived 

Tam, & 
ERNEST BEVIN 





(B 7839/70/34) No, 16 


) 
Milicary Atachi’s, Intelligence Summary No. 31 for the Period 
7th September to rd September, 1015: —( ated in Tehran 


den match No. 336 of 2th September; Received Porei Office, 
Int October) y : wie 


Persian Affairs, 


importance bas Been done during the past week. At 


on of the 16th September the debate on the Two-Twalfths Budget Bill 
‘Was resiuned but was not couiclnded. On the 18th September there waa to. pablic 
sestion ax the Prime Minister had asked the Speaker to convene a special joint 
meeting of the Majlix Budget and Foroign Affaire Commissions lo discus ways 
aud means for the transference of American military assote in Persia to the 
Persian Government, Representatives of the Ministeles for Foreign Affairs, 
Roude and Communications and Finance also attended this mevting. On the 
19th September the Majlis met but rove on account of there being ho quorum 
On:the 20th September the Minister for Foreign Affairs made a statement it 
‘amplification of his recent note to the British, Russian and Atierican Embassies 
‘on the subject of the evacuation of Persia by Allied troops (sce paragraph 2 of 
Just Intelligence Summary), Iw reply to criticism of his hote be explained that, 
in giving the 2nd March, 1946, as the date by which the evacuation of Persia 
must he completed, he wished to establish that dite as logally. correct. Hie 
overnment did not wish to convey the impression that they were willing to 
seo the Allied cecapation of Persia continue up to that date.” On the contrary, 
the Persian Government it ns an essential preliminary to the return 
to normality that the evacuation should be began as speedily as possible and 
concluded, if possible, before that date. 


Political. 


2. There is some evidence to show that the Majlis majority does 
to keep Sadr in oftice indefinitely but that it is wise enotgh to realies tenn 
Sates of Premiership during the present crisis would be a very dangerous step 
The name of Hakin-ul-Mulk is again being mentioned as a possible successor 
3. Growing ansiety is felt in political and ministerial circ . 
of sows from London ‘about. the: decisions takee a pei = carter 
ieee Jn respect of the evacuation of Persia by Allied troops. The Persians 
latory in expediting ot 's business, inv ve the hi i 
to thelr own and cannot ubderstand why their own portelar yoke Beery 


lem was not 
put down as No, 1 on the ‘am, alleged to has 
Persian Atbascador in London to the ate tat weer sae" een 


0 


the agenda of the conference, had made no mention of Persia, contributed to the 
general feeling of suspense. More recently a message from Reuters alluding 
to a rumour current in London that the Russians might possibly ask for the 
separation of Azerbaijan from Persia has added to this consternation 


The Tedeh, 


4. Tho stock of the Tudeh party in ‘Tehenn has slumped during the past 
week. The reasons are :— 


{The closing of the Tudeh party oh ty the Military Governar; 
the suppression of some of the Tudeh papers: : 
Gi} the iaftries suscained th soaille with the military by Dr. Kishawars, 
the Tudeh leader; 
(is) the communiqué issued by the Chief of the General Staff on the recent 
‘mutiny in the Persian army in/which Tudeh complicity is made 
y clear: 
(o) tie eetattea of ebzan by Soviet troops ly whidh Wd Teh realise 
that Russian armed assistance will be no longer available to save them 
from the consequences of their acta of hooliganism, 


Internal Security 
Azerbaijan 

5, Increased activity is being shown by the newly-formed Democratic party 
(se Tatelligence Summary No.35, paragraph 7) and hy the Russians in giving open 
support to it, It has revealed its trie colours and origin by its insistence on 
provincial autonomy for Azerbaijan, Nobody ip likely to be deceived by. this 
find everybody will realise that from provincial autonomy through, separation 
frou Persia to inclusion in the USSR Is but a short stop, The Azerbaijan 
‘Tadeh party bax announced the severance of ties with the central Tudeh party 
in Tehran and of ite adherence to the Azerbaijan Democratic party. 


Isfahan and Kuhigate 

6. The General Offcor Commanding, Tefuhan Division, has despatched an 
infantry battalion to Rereidan to assist in disarming some of the Chihar Lang 
Bakhtiari khans. 

7. General Humayuni, who has recently relinquished the command of the 
Khuzistan Division on being appointed to Kurdistan, gives a version diflering 
widely from that of Murteza Quii Khan on the recent raids by Bahmai and 
Teyyiti ribesmen on Murteza Quli Khan's domaine near Deh Diz (nee Intelligence 
Sonima ‘4. paragraph 0}, The general stats that the raiders didnot 
exooed $90 in number and that Murtera Quit Khan's own bakebdae at Tech, one 
‘Nii Khalili, though supplied with 150 rifles by the State to maintain order, 
nade no aftempt to Wo's0 nor in fact ‘reported: the raid to any Goverament 
anthority. 


Kurdistan 
8. A delicate situation is likely to arise if the General Officer Command 

Kurdistan Division, carries out the orders recently given him by the Chief of the 
General Staff. The latter, anxious to achieve a decisive victory and conclude 
these operations before winter sets in or other commitments arise, and impatient 
at the lack of success by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in securing Iraqi co 
‘operation in closing the frontier to Kurds attempting to flee before the advancing 

Rrsian army columns, bax ordered the General Oficer Commanding, to piss 
the Kurds if, necessary across the frontier and continue his disarmament 
operations inside Tragi territory, 


Pereian army. 

9. A short summary of a Gomuiuniqué on the recent events in Khorasan and 
the mutiny in the Persian army which was given to the Persian press by the 
Chief of the Geveral Staff is published as Appendix B to this sammary 


Appointments. 
10—(i) Muhammad Namazi, a well-known business man and brother-in-law 
of General Muhanimad Hussein Murza Firuz, has been appointed 
Persian Trade Commissioner in the United States; 
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(ii) Mubammad Muazzimi Gudarzi to be 2nd Secretary at Washington; 
(ii) Abal Qasim Pannahi to be consal in New York: 7 
(iv) Ghulam Abbas Aram from 2ud Secretary, Berne, to be Ist Secretary 


() Dr. P to be vice-consul, New York; 

(i), Ghila Quli Khalathari to be 2ud Secretary at Berne; 

(vii) Ali Asghar Shukuh to be 2nd Secretary at Beiruts 
Muhammad Hussein Najm to be Chief of the Personnel Department 

the Ministry for Foreign Afinirs 
Abbas Nafisi to te Persian Government delegates from 

the Red Lion and Sun Society at the forthcoming International 
Red Cross Congress at Geneva; 

(x) Engineer Habib Nafisi has been appointed éhairmatt of the committee 
which is to represent Persia at the International Labour Conference 
Which is to be held in Paris next month and Shakab Khusruvant is to 
Tepresent. factory owners. Representatives for the northern and 
Jolthern factories and one representative for the workers are to be 
appointed by the Ministry of Commerce and Tudastry and it ix also 
probable that « Ministry of Finance representative will attend the 
conference. Dr. Hisan-nd-din-Thtisham is also one of the dele 

(xi) General Muhammad Hussein Firuz. late Governor-General of Fars 
to bo an Inspector. Generalof Military District No. 5 (Kurdistan), 


British Laterests, 


11. A nots by the commercial seorotary of this embassy on the present 
position regarding the disposal of Britith military assets in Persia is attached 
M+ Append 1a le arunaty 

His Majesty's Embassy have communicated to the Soviet Embassy and 
the Parsian Government the progeamme for the evacuation of Tehran by the 
Britinh military forces. It is ax follows 


(i By the 2nd October all British army units will be clear of Tehran 
‘except for small rear parties. By the mame date the Royal Air Force 
will havo withdrawn from Tehran except for a rear party of 
Approximately 86 British olficers and men and 60 Royal Air Force 
Lovies who will be located in the camp at Mebrabad; 

(ii) By the 18th October those ariny and Royal Air Foree rear partion will 
‘lio aye left wnd the only British troops femaining in. Tehran will be 
how employed in liquidation of aameth diapoeal of claim, Bas per 
Aint below 

Britiah 
ranks. 

Hirings, Disposal and Claims 
‘Transportation Finance 
Department of Movements 
Aaltnistration Officer 
Signals Department 
Midile East Supply Centre 
British: Embassy—Representative for 

Polish Refugees 
Royal Engineers Stores Organisation 

(Sawmill) 


Public Relations Barean 


2 


(Gi) survey party engaged by the Persian Government to survey the ares 
‘contected! with the Lar irrigation project will also be working south 
of Tehran till the 30th November. ‘Their numbers are as follows >— 

ae ne cee an. 100 Beis tera 

(ivy wal Air Force propose to retain their rights under the protogol 
‘of the 30th June, 142, a Te +t of Qaleh Murgheh airfield ‘dn the 
‘Soviet forces are withdrawn from the airfield and adjacent buildin; 
Te is not intended to keep any Royal Air Force personnel in Tehran in 
this connexion. 

‘The above information has also been rs ‘to the American Military Attaché 

and the Persian Chief of the General Stal 


oy 


Russian Interests 

13, ‘The Soviet Ambassador has returned to Tohran. 

14. The Russians withdrew their troops from Qaleh Murgheh aerodrome 
during the night of the 18th-19th September. Some twenty-five Intourist per- 
sonnel have remained to operate the Russian military air services to Tabriz 
Meshed and Moscow. The Soviet Ambassador informed the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on the 20th September that Soviet troops had evacuated Tehran and its 
covirons and Qaleh Murgheh aerodrome and that Soviet censorship had been 
removed. In reply toa question by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Soviet 
Ambassador stated that the troops evacuated from Tebran would return direct to 
the USSR. 


Polish Intereste 


15. ‘The new Polish Chargé d’'Affaires, M. Eugene Melnitsky, has taken over 
the Polish Legation ov Inbal of the Warsaw Government frm the, Persian 
Ministry for Foreign Aflairs, His predecessor, owing allogiance to the Polish 
Governinent in London, bad refused to hand over to M, Melnitsky. 


Tehran, Brd September, 1940. 


Appendix A. 


rposal of A seete—Pereia, 
1, Raibwoys, 
(i). The present position as regards British assets is that an impasse hne been 
ea The Persian Ministry of Communications stand hy the draft agree- 
142, hy which all fixed assets mbould revert to them free of charge. 
the draft agrocment was nover ratified and, although the Tiritish 
‘on the ‘Transportation Committee defined what, he conceived to be 
“atly the actual buildings, there ix no record that any agreement 
Was reached with the Persians, ‘The rosult is that. the Persian 
Railway Commission have 10 far declined to discuss prices unless it is conceded 
that fixed assola should revert to them free of charge. It is hoped that the porition 
will he clarified in a few days’ time, 

Gi) The Amoricans have also reached a deadlock, ‘They offered. their loco: 
motives, freight wagons and oil-tank wagons for sale, but failed to receive any 
firm offer from the Persian authorities, They have accordingly instructed the 
PSR. to remove all their rolling-stock south for shipment elsewhere. The 
American locomotives could. at a pinch, be replaced by British locomotives, bit 

f and unsuitable for Persia, Also, British freight wagons 
ox-cars are needed. The most sorious aspect. of thin 
matter is, however, the withdrawal of the oil-tank wagons. ‘The Persians the 
selves possess only 303, abd to maintain adequate oll distribution a minimum of 
50 and a maximum of 716 are needed. The withdrawal of the American oil-tank 
wagons would lead to a total breakdown in oil distribution this winter. Rep 
sentations have been made to London and Washington, asking the Americans to 
reconsider their attitude. 

(iii) The Persian Government have claimed from the British. military 
authorities (ut ot from Ths, Majesty's Embassy) the sam of £7-700.000 in 
respect of freight i excon of the £16.500,000 which ha alreny been paid since 
1042 to keep the railways running. They are likely also to lodge an additional 


claim in respect of passenger tral. The Persian Government are not making 
ase of railway a 


the question of purd usets contingent on the settlement of their 
ais for excoas freights.. What they have done «0 far Is to decline to discuss the 
{question of purchase of what they conceive to be fixed assets 


2 Telrcommunications. 

‘The Persian Government want to buy the entire pole and line system, includ- 
ing the American section, representing some 31 per cent. The latter is, however, 
not for sale. They also want to bay the entire carrier installations. The British 
Military Disposals Board asked an over-all price of £400,000, and the Persians 
offered £200,000. A final offer of £300,000 was then made, and they were 








































































































informed that, unless they accept it by 1 o'clock on the 23rd September, the British 
military will dismantle the pole and fine system and ship the carrier system out of 
the country. 


8. Other Fived Assets 

‘The disposal of camps. cinemas, &,, in the North Persia area is proceeding 
normally. Satisfactory offers have been received for all installations offered. for 
aale by public adjndi Prices realised have heen quite satisfactory. Av 
hgrveinent with the Persian Government has beep reached about the. payment of 
‘customs duty and a claim from the Ministry of Finance for the payineot of sales 
tax has beet rejected, as this tax is payable by the seller, and the British conten- 
tion is that one Government cannot levy taxes against another Government. 


4, Mobile A acts 
‘The sale of these by public tender is proceeding: norsnally 


Appendix B. 


Communiqué in Press by Chief of the General Staff on recent Mutiny in Persian 
trmy. 


“Certain dinsatinied officers in contact with suspected clements had 
attempted to being about a general mutiny, which was timed to break out at the 
ened of September, under the auspice of the Tudeh party 

‘The General Stall had deewed it necessary {0 carry out & transfer of ring- 
leaders from thee distant pots or to deprive them of their appointments. It was 
thine that two officers, who had received tranafer orders, decided to precipitate the 
matiny without farther preparations, This it wax that constituted the 
" Meched.” incident 

The Tudeh party plan met with complete failure. Not only were the rebels 
members of the Nodoh party, duly registered, and were, by orders of the party 
iving out Communist propaganda. Init had created the incident in Khoraxan of 
its orders and with ity waxintanice 

Tn spite of this, the corps of officers hind remained! loyal to their Shab, which 
was proved by the telegrams of numerous formations expreaing these seatiments. 

A commirsion is investigating the antecedents of the offers involved 
‘Twenty-six have been transferred under arrest to Kerman atid nine others to 
distant places.”” 


(B 7839/70/38) e) 


Military Attaché’? Tatelligenice Summory No. °83, Seciet, for the period 3th to 
‘Fon September, W4S-—-(Commenteated in Trhren dempateh No. AB of 
it October: Received in Foreign Office 18th Vetober.) 


Persian Affairs 
The Mojiis, 


1. At tho sestion of the! 25th. Se Dr. Kishawara, with his head 
suitably swathed in bandages, described the injuries which he had sustained in 
his soullle with the military. He gave his interpretation of parliamentary 
immunity, attacked the Chief of the General Staff for having an English mother 
and an English wife, complained that no less than thirty-six newspapers had 
beett suppressed, and wound up by saying that, in oppression and harshness, the 
present military governorship in ‘Tebran was just as bad as the tyrannical 
dictatorship of Reza Khan (sic). Ou the 26th September the Prime Minister 
asked for a vote of confidence, out the Tudch members and the minority walked 
‘out ieaving no quorum. The majority members persuaded them to retarn as 
the minority leader, Dr. Musaddiq, was to speak. The two-twelfths budget bill 
was then passed. “The session of the 27th September was remarkable for a 
fine speech by the Deputy Panahi, who ridiculed the idea of there being any 


98 


genuine separatist movement in Azerbaijan. Exposing the real nature. of 
the Azerbaijan: Democcatic party's programme, be said they were democrats 
in nothing but name, The freedom tes claimed was merely freedom to oppress, 
rob and murder their political, opponents. He admitted that reforms 
Persia were loug overdue, but said that they could not be affected 
terrorism. Two other Deputies, Reza Hikmat (Sardar Fakhir) and Misbah 
Fatemi, spoke on smnch lines aud described. the high-handed cts. now 
being perpetrated. by the ‘Azerbaijan, Gilan, Mazanderan, Khorasan 
and, snore recently, in Zenja Mumddiq pushed hie Jong note into the 
debate and got it punched for his pains by the Minister of Finance who accused 
him of untrathfulness, This affront to his dignity 

into one of his costomary fits of sobbing. Accurately sensing the temper 
Hons. the Government seized the opportunity to ask for a vote of co 

which it secured by seventy votes against forty, there heing four abstentio 

nds the first round of the fight betwen the Government aid the Opposition which 
began as long ago as the 17th July 


interno A fakia 

2. The Ministry of Justice is toxet up x commission to hear complaints 
by the Tudeh party against the Miliary Governorship and. complaints by. that 
Very and ly individuals against the 

Sth. Government uu anounced ‘nt-nny of lts-natlonals who have 
suatained dats at the hands of the Axis Powers should state their claims 
to Ihe Tehran Chamber of Comsunree, 

4. The Ministry of Roads and Communications ie teported in tho prom ax 
having asked the. Soviet, Embneey. to begin discussions for the handing back of 
the pethorn sxtione of the Iranian State Railway, fe, Tehran- Bandar Shah, 
Halak ae and Tehran-Stuhrod, No mention was made of the section 

pri Julfa 

2, The subxgovernate (bakshdari) of QusriShirin is to be mised 10 the 
status of a goverunte (farandar? 

“A disastrous fre broke but.on the 24th September in the bazaar quarter 
of Kazvin and over 600 abops are suid to have boon dextroyed. 

7. A riot ocourred in Zenjun on the 28th September between the Tudely 
and A = ts. The Governor was seriously wounded when attempting to 
‘alm the ceo 


Internal Security. 
Kurdistan. 

8. According to consular sources the operations in Kurdistan ave not gol 
so well as the General Staff wonld haye the public believe. General Hushma 
Afshar’ road turns out to be but a fair weather track roughly completed only ax 
far ax Resab.. The Persian forces have not yet mucceeded in capturing Dizki and 
there Is little prospect of any result being achieved before winter sets in. General 
Hamayuni, the nowly-appointed cotnmanler of the Senneh Division, ix far from 
enthusiastic about his task. He stated to the British Military Attaché that, 
‘as far a he could se, thore wak ho objective the gaining of which would achieve 
any uality. "As for disarmament, that was only: possible if the Kurds stayed 
to bo disarmed, whereas at this moment there were no Kurds within striking 
distance of the Persian army columns as they had either fled across: the Traqi 
border or had split into small parties in the inaccessible mountains. Wintor would 
force the Persian army to fall back to its permanent garrisons before it forced 
the Kurds to return to uheir villages. General Hhmayuni gave the infantry 
strength of the forces now deployed as, Sagqiz one battalion, Banch two battalions 
Merivan two battalions, Avroman nine battalions, Sardasht one battalion and 
fone battalion on the Le of C.nenr the Garan Pass, He hinted that a mixed 
commission with representatives of other ministries might visit the area soon 
and try to effect « settlement 


Khorasan 


9. No very. recent news.of the mutiny has been received, A party of 100 

jarmes proceeding from Bujnurd to Gantad--Qabus to round up Colonel 
Nawai's hand of matincers was turned back by the Russians Ali Mansur, the 
Governor-General, has arrive iv Tebran. In Meshed it i¢ thought Uhat he’ will 
‘ot retin 
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Communications 
WO: Neither in the recent discussions about the disposal of British military 
asets nor in the previous negotiations regarding the handing back of the 
LS. Railway to the Persian Government for operation was any mention made 
of the Zahidan-Mirjawa section of the Indian N.W. Railway. ‘The reason 
probably, was that seither the construction nor the operation of this line had 
n Government to any expense. It is, however, a matter which 

up for discussion before the expiry of the treaty period. 


{ppointments 
11 —{i) Saifullah Nawab to be Governor-General of Mazanderan; 
(ii) Naukhuda TIT (Lieut-Commander) Sultan Mohammad Ardelan to be 
sic] Attaché at Washington 
brahim Muizzi to be Commander Khwash Brigade, 
hang Azizi poral Officer Commanding 7th Kerman Division 
ha’ri recall 
(¥) Sartip Ghulam Hussein Nagdi (Judge Advocate-General) is placed 
eu dixponibilité; 
(vi) Muan Novi Tefindiavi, MuwaffaqenesSaltaneh (F.0. 100) to be Pervian 
Anibasandor in Angi 
) The appointwent of Mehdi Farrukh, Mutasam-vs-Saltendh, (F.0.61 
MLA. 86) as Governor-General of Ra rbaijan had been armounced in the 
tess somo weeks previously. ‘The appo would now appear to have bees 
Confirmed as a press report states that the Cabinet have agreed th the demands 
trinde by Farrukh as a condition of his acceptance of the post. These demands 
included the provision of funds for the extension of the roilway from Mianch 
to Tabrie and for road construction. He also wcured the Cabinet's approval of 
the appointment of his aominos Muhammad Wali Nuban ax Depnty Governor 
General and Governor of Tabriz 


Persiqn Army. 


12 ‘Tho text of the single article bill referred to ce Sum 
No. parngraphe 1 and 2d; te reproduced as an app 
13, One m0 foo the staf! of the Oficers 
Said to have left Tehran to 
join the 
i ere he gar Sepember 
College in the presenee of HLUM. the Shah, The categoria 
and pumbate were ss follow. oss ar 


Military Accounts Department Fa 
Infantry 37 
Cavalry 13 
Artillery 7 
Enginioors 4 
‘Transport 4 
Medical 40 


Persian Gendarmerie 
16. Two new American officers have arrived to join Colonel Schwarzkopf"s 
mission. Colonel, Pappa is to replace Colonel Boone, and Major Biges is an 
additional officer , 
1G. The Cabinet have approved a proposal of the Ministry of the Interior 
to extend the period of Colonel Schwarzkopf's engagement by two years. 


British Interests 
17. His Majesty’s Ambassador returned from the United Kingdom on the 
24th September. ; 
18. Miss Lambton, Press Attaché to His Majesty's Embassy for the past 
sig years, has left Persia to take up an appointment at the School of Oriental 


Studies, London. eLLere 
18 A patty of Persian students has Jeft Tehran to pursue their studies in 
London under the auspices of the British Council 
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Corrigenda. 
20-—{i)Tmeligene Sanary No, BY, paragraph 19, for ~ Menieky rad 
“Mil 


paragraph 10 (xi) for (Kurdistan) 

i) 

Appendix “A,” paragraph 2, line & 
delete "This wever. not for’ sale” and substitute 
"They also with to° buy the entire carrier installation Wut thy 
American part of the equipment 18 Hot for sal.” 


Tehran, 3th September, 194 


Appendis. 
Eatract from Press 


(Singlo Asticle Bill tabled by the Miniater of War on the 11th September, 1945, 
“for the forsation of two uew Ariay Divisions) 


‘The following is tho text of the Single Article Bill tabled by the Minister of 
he THth September for the Torinitian of wo new ariny divisions, 
TThia Bill hus not yet become law) 


Article W 

‘The Majlis shall authorise the Governmont to provide the following eredita 
in addition to the promnt budget-of the Ministey-of War nd to pay such oredite 
to that Ministry 


(@) 165 million rial for the addition of two divisions, (numboring 
12,182 men) to the present army I a budget 
{5 million rials hax of the budget for 
iy ay the onganinn 
proceods 


In respect of ein the eowt of Living at 
disleron years of service, and the gran 
of two 

(6) The credit mounting to 100 million rinks 
for the Inst six be paid to the Minixtry of 

lly ae required; sbould’ the State revenue for 1824 not 

to cover this additional expenditure, the Government 
shall be authorised to borrow the «ame from the National Bank, and 
to provide for its refund in the following years’ budgets 


Up to % million dollars credit shall be approved for the provision of 
military equipment and supplies for the year 1924, and the Ministry of War 
shall be wuthorised to place orders with the United States for the purchase of 
the equipment within the limit of this credit, and to pay for ther after delivery; 
the cfvdit for these purchases amounting t6 the above figure shall be provided 
in rinks in the Ministry of War's budget for 1326 


(B 8002/70/34) 8) 


Mitiary Attaches Taeligance Seminary No, 3 (or Eh peri Ist i Tih October 
1945.—(Communicated in Tehran despatch No. 854 of 91h October: Received 
in Foreign Office, \8th October.) 


Persian A fairs 
The Majlis. us 


1. No public session was held on the 30th September as the Prime Minister 
had asked the Speaker to eall a secret session to discuss the purchase of American 
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surplus military assets in Persia. The Minister of Finance explained why the 
Government could not taintain.its contention that all American. assets should be 
handed over to the Persian Government free of change and that the Government 
had decided to purchase those assets oF which it stood.in need. The House agreed 
‘on condition that the Persian Goverument should not,be forded to pay in, dollars 
for ussets which they did not require or for those assets which were sold in the 
oped nat. For thse the parchsears and not the National Bank must provide 
‘At the session of the 2nd Ostober the Minister of War asked for 
ion of his Bill for the provision of two additional divisions. (See Intel 
‘Summary No. 35, paragraph 12) The Minister for Foreign Affairs made 
jement regarding the purchase of American military assets and also gave the 
mis for the noo-conelusion af a treaty governing the entry of American troop 
Persia. Dr, Musaddiq also spoke, repeating his assertion that Sadr bad 
undertaken to resign should the Opposition Sovernment reach the figure of 
forty, ‘Tho Prime Minister denied ever igiven any such undertaking, 
There waa uo poblic session op the 4th October, but a number of Deputies, xxid to 
le s many’ as oighty, prepared the draft of m Bill to postpone the next electio 
till, at the latest, one month after the evacuation of Persia by Allied troops. 
Hew Electoral Law is alto to'be passed which will result in the new elections bei 
Concluded in-a mach shorter time than hitherto. (‘The Government's proclamation 
bout the nev elections should anrmally have been issued on the 16th Septerober.) 
‘At the saesion of the 6th October De. Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai;was re-clected 
President of the Majlis by 64 votes ayainst 47 cast for Ali Dashtic At the session 
of the 7th October Malek Madani and Atmir Teymour were elected vice-presidents 


Political. 

2,, ‘Tho Brine Minister is reliably reported ag having announced his inten 
tion of resigning mt an andience with H.LM. The Shah. He said that, notwith- 
standing the voto of confidence which his Government had secured, the continued 
Attacks inade on him and bix Cabinet by De Musaddiq and the minority had 
onde contingarice of bis Uk impossible, ‘The Shah ix reported to have asked 
Sadr to continue in office n fitele longer. 

‘3. Persian wnxiety about the outeonie of the Forelign Secretaries’ Conference 
in London, seems to havo diminished slightly. ‘The more sensible realise. that, 
divappointing as the Russlan attitude to immediate evacuation was, the existence 
of a treaty containing a fixed date for this evacuation docs afford a reasonable 
hope af liberation within five months froti the present Russian stranglehold on 
the fu northern provinces of Azerbaijan, Gilan, Mazanderan, and Khorasan, 


Internal Security. 
Kurdivtan 

‘4 Seven members of the Komala (Kurdish Autonomy party) visited Baku 
bativeai the 17th and rd September at the invitation of the Soviet Government 
Thay were headed by Ghazi Muhammad of Mahabad. According to the press, the 
Persian Governmont, iaconsed at this visit without their permision and even 
without. the obtaining of exit vinas by the part rotested 10 the Soviet 
Fimbasy and even demanded tho extradition of the seven Kurds 


Pare 

5. ‘The downward. migration of the Qusbgai and Khameeh Aribes is wel 
sider way and no ats of Brignodaze havo bee, reportd a yo. This year 600 
additional families of Darrashuri have reroained behind in the summer quarters, 
taking 1,000 families in all. These are divided inte fifteen settlements 


Persian Air Force. 


6. Deshan Tappeb airfield and the aircraft factory were handed back to the 
Parsinn Air Fotee 0y the R-A.F. of the Ist October 


Pertian Army. 


7. HLM. The Shah is reported to be greatly relieved at the fizzling out of 
the recent mutiny. Not everyone would agree, however, that the troable is com 
pletely over. As is usual with Persians, treatment for a disease tends to stop 
‘when the malady ‘from the acute to the chronic stage. In this case, the root 
cause of the mutiny was the appalling financial conditions under which ofcere 
have to-serve, though it cannot be denied that the Tudeh party fanned the flames 


7 
tent with their propaganda. If, the recent. promises for the financial 
coptent with their PePosented it can safely be predicted that the trouble 


will break out again. 


Ciil Aviation 
Persian Gi o give an American 
Tosa nericans are pressing the Persian Government to give an Ainericas 
commercial nit line operatng rags to Tebran. and appear to have soe ‘hat 
the eng rsa Governmel tuerstond to be Ui og 8 
Aap foreign troops remain anywhere i och gy 
er They obviously fear tbat, 1 
immilar or more extensive d 4 
encrally are realising the inconve will ser 
from the lack of adequate air communications with ih te 
trent yes a pont to provide from et ova alisation, 
Aypled’ with a typical deste t0 please the Amer 
Pee te ue many Wonk it dificult for the Cove 
malarial pen ae, T.-H expettod. that the Persian Governient w 
aed ry eke Americans within the next few SANK tit 
ad rghit 1 * Conference the Persian delogates followed the British 
which wens opposed to the grant of “Fifth Freedom rights auch 0s 
beta ao aaermant have requested that & small party of TLA.P: be 
Tantia to anperviso the Leoining of Persian 1 dp. the maintenance 
eer ve mioratt control and tbetearological signals 


wea xport and import figures (in rials) for the first five month of 1824 


(March- August 1945) are given ax follows -— 
Exporte— : 
Commarcial goods co se 589,126,430 


=. product 609,200,136 
fiderton” en Th @3208,780 


Importe— 
soods on which Customs Duties have boon 
Gens an which Cons Dts have paren 
J oxempt from Customs Duties 146,257,544 
niscnted guide.(aotcleared—frOm 


‘Costoms) 
Fines collected 1,600,8100 


Appointments, 
Hasain Khalipur to be Governor of Maku. 
M1 (Mian Teezn Lath to be Governor of Khalkbal 


British Interests. : 
12. An invitation to visit the United. Kingdom has been given by the 
Ministry of Taformation to six editors of Persian newspapers 1 4 4 5 ¢ 
Mini The British and American, Embassies have, announced that YT 
(Middle Fast Supply Coutre) in Reraia willbe dissolved a fromthe als Noreaine, 
ft ‘The Tehran Daily News will cease. publicath ite ise of the 
12th eo Bvt y pred fone ‘will he issued after that date hy the Publi 
elations Bureau of the British Embassy 
elations Boregu oft. Sferament signed, oh the 70x October, the apreenett to 
purchase "the British Millay telconmunications, (See Toteligence 
Summary, No. 37, Appendix "'A,”” paragraph 2) 


American Interests oo 
16, American resentment bas beet 
Government and the tote of ns Persian press 
land. the absence of any’ treaty, governi 
forces. in Persia, ‘The America 
ing its attitude to both questions. Rega) 
# 
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over its surpliis military! absets ‘free of charge. “Concerning: the ch 
renitt, the, ait attaché and antant miliary attache ‘of the: Ameriogn 
Embassy recently applied for a pass to the Russian military authorities to 
‘ait Meshed can te granted bat that the applicants should not travel via Gurgan 
endarmerie proceeding to Gurgan to restore order and have repeatedly refus 
hough quite consistent with the widely-beld b at ‘are things goin, 


Russian Interests, 


18, ‘There ate reports, aluost certainly ex 

sound’ ote, 7 certainly exaggerated, from. Persian 
aires of large-scale Russian troop movements in western Azerbaijan towards 
the Petvo-Turkish frontier. According to one source, over 200 Russian aircraft 
were seen heading for the frontier, a funded tanks ad been stem making tot 
Maku and Russian troops had been constructing defences in plain view of the 

Sho event heen exchanged between the opposing armies th 

actual crossing of the frontier bad taken place. Stops ate teing taken thenigh 
Coawular sourves to confirm ae refute thee reporter At* being taken. throgh 


Chinow iteresty 


19. Hix Excellency Me. Li Tieh-teong, C 
Teh ty Excellency Me. Li Tieh-teong, Chinese Ambanador, has left 


Kowelt Intereuts. 


an claim to Kowoit was brought to. mind 
Mion of the despatch of some Anglo-Tranian Of ‘ 

technicians from Abadan, to Koweit; The Perna Goverument 

‘The Kowell authorivis, in their turn, iis on Fersions wish 

having Persian passports with Kowelt 

for Porsians to visit Iraq first and 


Tehran, 7h Ovtober, 1946, 


(B 8127/70/34) 


Mititary A.taché’s Inteitigence 8 N 
gence Summary No. 40, Secret. for the peel eto 
Bor to teh October, WhB( Communicated ie Teksan Despatch Me sa 
Of 18th October: Recested In Foreign Oftee, Sth Detaher) Pts NM 


ep Pervinw A jlairs 
THE only important: business of the week h 
: bu of the week hax beet atation of 
A Bill to postpane the text elections tll the evacu sf Pera by a atic 
Toop is completed. Procedure of ** double urgency” wax sanctioned. The Bill 


‘was then pasted by lange majority. Some ti t 
Tonal todetned a lanes atorty. Some minor ofcials of the Majlis pre 


Secretaries: Zulfiqari, Jawad Masuli, Hashimi 
Tellers: Afkhami Hishmati and Mitat Tsfandiany lah 

2 The Ministry of the Interior hax addressed , 
General and Governors which states that the r nt pres bce 
2.9 provinsal omnis Sinoe th dave al the acon Aten rkeet 
‘ea see, which in fact rom counter to the original laws providing for these 

. alisntion of all governmental activities, which was such a 

pemenion be 's dictatorial régime, has rendered the extallieMinent cea 
ap ener core without further legislation, It is obvious that, with all 
eh for autonomy in Azerbaijan, it would be unwise for the Persi 

rament fo provide such a weapon for the separatists to use os 


cc 


$. The Persian Government has announced the continnance of the ban on 
the Mecca pilgrimage as their relations with the Saudi Arabian Government have 
‘ot been clarified. 

4. The Cabinet. has approved a proposal of the Ministry of the Interior that 
the Governorates-General (ustandari) of Eastern and Western Azerbaijan should 
be amalgamated, 


Appointments 
5. Mostafa Quli Khosrovi to be Governor of Sari and Deputy Governor: 
General of Mazanderan, 


Communications 

6, The cost of constructing the Mianch-Tabriz railway extension has been 
estimated at 50 miltion rials, and a Bill to authorise the necessary orvdit is to be 
tabled in the Majlis shortly 


Internal Security, 


Azerbaijan, 

7. ‘The Azerbaijan Democratic party concluded its firat_ annual general 
meeting on the Sth October, At one of the earlior meetings it parsed 1 resolntion 
allowing the Persian Government one year within which it had to substitu 
Turli for Persian in all schools, It also expressed ite dinapproval of the appoint 
ment of Mehdi Earrakh-ax Governorieneral of Azerbaijan and. threatened 
Violence if he attempted to take up his duties As a coonterblast, four hundred 
Arerbaijani notables have telegraphed to the Prine Minister to expross their 
dingust at the netions of & few unknown immigrants in claiming to reprosent the 
population of Azerhaijan, and in dospatching « telegram demanding autonomy 
to the Korein Secretarios’ conference while in #ossian in London, 


Khorasan 

The Tudeh party lave recently tarned their attention to students, and 
teachers. Had not the party lost moch ground recently through exposure of their 
ims, methods and Russuan support, Unis latest investment would being in a hand 
Some dividend. Badly paid toachers and disillusioned students unable to find 
Cmployment after completion of their studies offer ns good a target for Tudeh 
propaganda as peasants and workers hithorto appronched with offers of agrarian 
and industrial reforms 


British Interests 


9. The telecommunications agreement referred to in last Intelligence 
Summary, paragraph 16, provides for the payment of £300,000 ax follows: 25 por 
cent, against signature, 2 per cent, within three months of signature and 30 per 
cent, within two months of the beginning of the next financial year (22nd Mrob, 
1946) Under this agreement the British military authorities undertake. to 
apply line maintenance equipment and vehicles to # value of £80,000 for which 
separate payment will be made, . 

10, The six newspaper editors referred to in paragraph 12 of tast Intel 
gence Summary have left Tebran for the United Kingdom. 


American Interests. 


11. The American Ambassador has addressed a note to the Ministry for 
Foreign Afairs regarding the American financial advisers. The note states that 
they are n6t in-a position to do any good and that this is injurious to the prestige 
of the American Government. As individuals scattered among various depart 
iments they are powerless to achieve anything, but concentrated as a mission under 
a chief they could make their presence felt. ‘The Persian Government, while pre. 
pared to recognise one of theit number as spokesman oF chief, for the purposes of 
Internal administration of the advisers’ affairs, sec in this request. a veiled attempt 
to secure exevutive powers comparable to those previously wielded by Dr. 
paugh. Such powers they would under no circumstances grant to any indivi 
Adviser. No settlement has been reached as yet and there has been some talk in 
the press of the advisers resigning unless the situation is clarified 
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12. “Agreement has been react thé sale‘of Amicricam railway assets 
The Persian Government has paid 8 million dollars, and is to pay a further 
2,100,000 dollars and is to receive 63 locomotives, 1,350 wagons, including 277 oil 
tank wi ‘and 300,000 dollars’ worth of rnilway stores still in American 
possession, 


Russian Interests 


13. A consular sou orts that a party of five Russian oftkers reveutly 
ed the town. of Neh between Birjand and Zahidan. » They warn engaged in 
some wort of nirvey 

14. A protocol to the 1935 agreement between tie USSR. and Persia 
relating to co-operation in combating agricultsral posts has been signed in 
Tebiran, 

15. The Saviet’ Claisul-Cobdral at Meshed “has airived in, Tehran, ° The 
firobable reason for his visit ia to ensure that, th the event of Ali Mansur not 
tettirning to Mosbed, a wuffciently subservient Governor-General may be 
appointed 

16. Hix Excellency the Soviet Atubassadlor has a 
without informing his colleagues. —Hefore bis depart 
reassirarices: to the Minister for. Foreign Affaire cdncen 
Mandy said that the question of 
was of minor fmpartatice in the } viet 
‘meant. prextmably evacuation by the expiry of the treaty. period. 

17. Fot sore weeks there have been reports of 
the Persian Government. to send « yood-will di to 
mprove the present strained relations between tho t The name of 
All Mansur; Goveenor-Genoral of Khoraxan, was mentioned ax a powible leadet 
‘of the mission, It wos hoped that advice from various quarters night have. ted 
the Persiat Government to abandon a plan which seemed unnecemary and possibly 
dangerous, Tt is now learnt, however, that the Persian Ambassador in Moscow, 
‘acting on instructions from his Government, did actually make the suggestion to 
the Soviet Government. Their reply was. brielly. to the offect. that relation 
between tho two countrioe could easily and instantly be improved by: the Persians 
by reopening the question af the northern oil concession 


Tehran, \th October, 1045, 
(B 9310/70/34) 3) 


Military Attachi's, Intellivense Summary No. AX, Seoret, for the Period 
1bth to 2h9t. Vetoder, WAS. —(Communiented in Tehran despatch No. 320 of 
Bard October; Recwined in Fareign Office nd Noermber.) 


Persian Affaire 
The Majlis a 
1: Very little: business was done during the week: At the session of the 
\4th October the Minister of Finance tabled five Bills, among which the most 
mportant were requevts for a credit of 30 million rials for road and railway 
development in Azerbaijan, a request for credit Yor the purchase of American 
Railway assets. and 4 2/12th buduet Bill for the period the 2st September: 
20th November, 1945, On the 15th October s number of influential Deputies met 
» discuss measntes. for the Prevention of unconstitutioual acts by Government 
eniployecs during the taterveninig period between, the 14th and 1bth  Majlises 
which will riow oceur ns the result Of the postponstneit of tho now elections 
‘The letters exchanged hecween Me nd M, Molotoy on. the auibject 
Persia by Allied troopis haye beet piablished in the Persian 


The Court 


3. The Court its aunousced that, in view of the presence of foreign troops 
in Persia, the usual celebrations and teseptions in contiexion with the Shah's 
birthday 26th October) will not be held this year, with the exception of the official 
** salam.’” (lovés). ‘The expetises incurred se celebrations in normal times 
will be devoted to poor relief darin winter, 
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Appeistmens 
4 () Abdol Husein Salar Yahipar to he Governor of Maragheh 
(i) Muhamed Hadi tobe Zaid 
Mabai Farrukh (Mutasamos Siltench) as nol yet taken ip his appoint 
4 Governor General of Hastern Azerbaujan (ae Teligaae Suiaaty No 
paragrapih 11 (ei), or 6 it how believed that He will do xi A Moscow paper 
Mate hat, tn vew ot Sebi Farm's fast isory and present politic ters 
act of deliberate This Teussian efpacition nod the fact that Farrukh 
is temperament Nfor this, of, inde, for ayy other post, will mimost 
certainly indoce the Peréian Government to find some niore able man. The 
tame of ATy Mansur. wh has had ample experience of Teasian tethods doring 
his three years’ tenure of the post nor ral, Khorasin, ix being mor 
asa possible candid that of Khalil Fabia (Pah a-Mulk) 
A. #3) who ‘without portfolio it Bayat's Cabinet of 


Pervian Army, 


Ciid Aciation. (See Vatellignnce Susntuary No. 30, paragraph 8) 

5. The Americans appear to be pressing for (i) immediate provisional rights 
to ran a Tehran Abadan service to wounect «Uh the outside world, (i) later on, 
for rights ou a route Turkey-Verais-Afghanistan-Tndia-Chinn, for which Pat 
American Airways hold a C.A.B. licence 


Internal Seenrity 
Azerbaijan 

9, A report 
‘hat Mullah 


in Persia, 
gun) he arrived in Western A: 
\Pr lowe ty the Ras ts i 
village 1 kilom. south of Reznich, The Persian commandant of Rexaieh hax 
ordered. by the Goneral Officer Commanding, Tabriz; to inform Matlab 
fa that he is a fugitive from justice and that hé mast lay down his arms and 

obey the orders of the local Persian ¢ Jor. Unless the Russian mili 
ies, who are in complete control of the area, endorse these orders, there is 

eved 

idence that ap lenst four lovey Jonds of 


tary authorities to ownp iv 


rifles have been delivered 
some less reliable evidence to the effect that others h 

Russians to Kurdish tribes, inchiding those actually eagaged in hostilities against 
the Lraq Gorernmmnnt 


There are signs of the recrudescence of the old rivalry between Nasir 
‘Qushgal and his uncle Ali Rhan, Salar Hihioat, The latter ve believed to 

th the Shisbulukis, aud possibly with other sub-trikes of the 

Qash a n'soxeslordship, The Shiraz paper 
Paigham, in : th October, published the text of a telegram sent by 
fasir Khan to the Persian Government 4 Tebran, in which, after extolling his 
ove flor to he the pence in Fars since the otra of the wa, be declines uy 


further responsibility im this respect, because the present ‘Government. is 
32429 W3 
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reactionary, differs little from that of Reza Shab, and shows no sign of desiring to 
better the living conditions of the poor in Persia. Though no immediate threat 
tothe prevailing peace of Fars is expected as a result ofthis telogram, ise i 
none the less, unfortunate as tending to shatter the solidarity of the Qawamn-Nasir 
Khan-Murteza Quli Khan alliance and as embarrassing to the Persian Govern 
nent at a time when their attention and armed resources must shortly be devoted 
» the restoration of order in the northern provinces. 


British Interests. 


12. Some progress has been made in inducing the Persian Government to 

take adequate measures to ensure the safety of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company's 

‘area of operations after the evacuation of British troops. The Porsian Prime 

Minister has promised to table a Bill in the Majlis as soon as possible to. obtain 

the necessary credit for increased police allowances. ‘The chief prefect of police 

has went telegraphic instructions to the chief of police of Khiistan 

re les. The agreement of the Chief of the Ge 

the Chief Prefect of Police and the f Adviser 

has boon obtained to the responsi area 

vested. in the General Officer Commanding, Khuaista ‘who. will 
dinate the tasks of the army. gendarmerie and police under this head without 
ring i ult So lacking is the liaison and s0 strong are the 

jealounies between theve departments (as, indeed, between any two departinents of 

tho Persian Government) that this agreement has not been eaxy to obtain, 

13, Dospite the fact that the so-called "evacuation "of Tebran by Russian 
trope has renulted in little diminution in their numbers the Moscow press hax 
‘Attempted to make political capital out of it by stressing the fiction that, whereas 
the Russians and the Americana have evacuated Tehran, the British have not yet 
dono #0. Although the figures for those remaining behind in Tehran (" British 

Liquidation Staff”) bad been communicated to the Ministry for Foreign 
‘Afiars as long ago as the 20th September (and alr to the Russian and American 
Military Attachés, and to the Chief of the General Staff on the 18th September), 
it was judged expedient to publiah those figure a 8 pres communiqod. This was 
done on the 17th Ootaber, Detailed figures for officers and other ranks were given, 
‘The natuto of the various duties, «.g., diaposals, hirings, claims, &e., was explained 
and a forecast made as to when the various departinents would have concluded 
their tasks and have left Tehran, The eo 16 hax had an excellent effect 


American Interests 


14, To’ remedy the acute shortage of railway oil tank wagonx the United 
States Military Disposals Board are prepared toll to the Iranian State Railway 
‘a further 200 against a payment of $600,000, Some obstruction from the 
Majlis may be expected when the Bill is tabled to ask for the rial credit sufficient 
o provide this sum and the $2,100,000 still due to the Americans (referred to 
in paragraph 12 of Intelligence Summary No. 40). In the event of a refusal by the 
Majli to grant thewo credits the Minister of Finance will probably request a loan 
from the Lmperial Bank of Tran. 


Russian Interests 


15. Reports have reached the exbassy from various sources which tell of 
Russian activity in the matter of oil in Northern Persia. There is little doubt 
that they have concluded a geological survey in the Semnan area roughly 
corresponding with what are believed to be the boondaries of the old Khurian 
concession. An undoubted oil-drilling rig has been observed at Haft Tan beside 
the railway between Shirgah and Shahi. A report, more difficult to credit, states 
that the Russians are actually shipping oil from the Ashuradeh peninsula in the 
south-cast corner of the Caspian Sea, Efforts are being made to verify this, but 
the area has been made almost inaccessible by the Russians, 


Polish Interests, 


16 Some difficulty is being experienced in the move of about 3,000 Poles who 
still remain in Persia after the evacuation of the Isfahan contingent of Poles. 
This difficulty is due to the inability of the Lebanon authorities to absorb them as 
quickly.as was first estimated 
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French Interests 


7, M. Pierre Lafond, delegate in Persia of the Provisional French 
Goren: Hite preted Atbaesaot to Persia sd prescoted his letters 
of credence to His Imperial Majesty the Shah on the 20th October. 


P.S—The Persian Prime Minister tendered his resignation to His Tmperial 
Majesty the Shah on the 21st October, 1945. 


Tehran, Qet October, 1945. 


(B 8953/70/38) 1} 


2, Seer Period 
Military Attache’s Intelligence Summary No, 42, Soret, for the Peri 
Ld beets ae onto Notes Commanicted ta Fehon Derateh 

Vo-370 of 30th October, 1045; received in Foreign Office 8th November.) 


Persian Affairs 


Political e : ia p 
1. Ax roported in a postecript to last Intelligence Summary, Mubain 
ndered his resigoation to HLM. the Shab on tho 2tst October,” Press necou 
give ashe roan for is Tesighation the comuinued stacks by. Dr, Musiq 
faved opposition by the Majlis to all bills tabled by’ his Government 
saride af a woe of canfdence on Ue 27th September, With all 
dr cat claim saiuo amall achievements 
ation jn the country ie no worse, 
rendered hi 
for the moment in 
is due to the cessation of open support 
they have in theory evacuated the capital, can 
hands of Tudoh tougha by escorts of Ruvstian vole 
Sadr has found the money for the purchase of British pilitary telecommunications 
and the greater part of the American military railway assets, He has paid 
Persia's contribution to UNA, He (the passing of the Inw to post 
pone the next elections tll all foreign troops have loft the country, He has, at 
east. shown himself aware of th ‘Heods of acourity in the Auglo-Tranian 
Oil Company's aren and had 1 10 table 4 Bill to provide the nece 
credits, In the face of the prevailing apathy in all Government departments, the 
hostility of the Russians, the careless opposition of the minority and the 
obstruction of the Majlis as a whole, his recard hears favourable comparison with 
‘of his predecessors 
a erin rendent of the Majlis wis reveived in audience by the Shab, on 
the 21st October and was requested to urge the Majlis to choose a new Pri 
Minister by the 24th October. This they did with commendable promptitudé and, 
at a secret session on the 24th October, elected Thrabim Hakimi (Hakim-ul-Mulk 
who received seventy-five votes as against six cast for Qawam-us-Saltanch, ‘There 
Were thirtect' abstentions. _Hakimi was Prime Minister for about one month in 
May ot this Hakimi has not yet presented his Cabinet to the Majlis 
2 ‘Other business in the Majlis during the week has been the election of 
the various Majlis commissions, an annoancement by the Minister for Foreign 
Affaire that Persia would be evacuated hy Allied troops by the 2nd March, 1946, 
discussion of the Bill to anthorise payment for the remaining American railway 
fiesets and the passing of a 1/12th budget Bill for Mihr 1324 (28rd Septembe 
Band October, 145) 
ar The Doth October, the birthday of TIM. the Shah, th customary loves 
was held in the Gulestan Palace. 


[0429] 
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Appointments: 


5—() Major Farzanegan to be assistant military attaché in Washington 
vice Ali Qawam (son of the Qawam-ul-Mulk), who has returned to Pers 
Major Farzanegan spent some time in England ander trainin; 
Marconis. He speak English and has for the past, three 
been Persian assistant to General Ridley of the American, Military 
Mission 

(ii) Abbas Sadr, Chief of the Hamadan Municipality, has been. appointed 
acting Governor of Hamadan vice Sardar Akram recalled 


Internal Seourity, 


is still without « governor-ge 
havo not yot returned to Meshed from Tehran.  Kathullah Pakrevan ( 
(F.0, 16)-M.A. 208) is roported to have refused the post of governors 
Sppenivion te hie appointment is nls reported to have coin from religious eves 
in have bitter memories of Pakruvan's previogs tenure of that post 
from 1034 to 1942, during which period Asadi, the custodian of the shrine, was 
shot for treason and a number of rioters were machine-gunned within the precinets 
Of the shrine 

7. Seourity on the Meshed-Zahidan road has deteriorated and all trafic 
betwoor Meahed and Turbat-i-Haidari after munset hax to travel in convoy with 
gendarmerie escort 


Khusistas. 
3. ‘The following extr 
{lat Toth October gtvak an i 


Sopehr-Rad, the aged inspector of the Ministry of tho Tntetior, has 
inspected Dasht-i-Mishun, of which be was g y He 
Dorings badk a st may uti 
Shelkhs living across the fronti 
elying on which, Muhammad Asi, the brother af Yunus, came back to Persia 
and, ax reported in Ahwaz News No. (15), was killed by the Sawari tribe. 
Pho inspector paints a sorry picture of inelliciency and inérigue. Ils version 
wai At preset the Persinn Governmont hax armed  Moula 
fullah, bakbsdar of Howaizeh, and relies on him and his followers to 
neutralise the Bani Turaf, Meanwhile, the nunibee of Persian Government 
departmonts is abstiedly large for such » small area; there is an O.C. Garrison. 
1 Frontier Commander, a Security Officer, « Gendarmerie Commander, and 
i Head of Police, with civilians auch as the Direct toats, Civil Reis: 
+, Finance, &e:, all nominally under a Farmandar, 
who assisted of the Municipality. AI these officials 
are at daggets drawn nother. "The Security Officer, Mustafa 
Khoriatani, doot not io politician and cannot Keop order 
The inspector's solution is (1) disarmament of all. tribesmen, including t 
Howaizeh Arabs, and the increase of the gatrison from. 40" to 100, 
the area being run by a strong military gow of the accused 
Bani Turuf Sheikhs and also of Moula Nasr 


Bakhtiari 


9. There is growing discontent among the rival branch of the tribe at 
Marteza Quli Khan's autocratic rule and at what they consider to.be his virtual 
monopoly ‘of the fruits of office. That Bakhtiari ia comparatively tranquil 
matters but little to them who would prefer disorder and a “free for all” 
situation. Recently Manuchihr Khan assembled a bai malcontents in 
Junagan where be had collected arms and money, but in the end wiser counsels 
reviled and he obeyed the summons to return to Isfahan which had been given 
by the General Officer Commanding, Isfahan Division 





‘jan 
10, A consular source states that the sult of the Rivesians’ ¥ift to 
Quzi Mubammad of 9 { papor has bee a man 
the ‘* Democratic party oéuument, which is printed in 
Per 1 Kurdish in par icing nt the Wrongs 
suffered ian tyrants, minkes the followin 
demands 
(@) An autonomous Kurdistan within th the Persian State 
(8) The ase of the Kurdish langn: is stration of 
Kurd 
(©) The imme: 4 provincial council for Kurdistan to supervise 
‘all social) and Governnent affayr 
(@) Selection of Governtwent. officials, exclusively from the. people of 
Kardistan 
(©) Promulgation of a law to regulate relations between peasants and 
landlords 
() Cooperation with the other races of. Azerbaijan, Armenians, Assyrians, 
‘Se, to eatablish unity and brotherhood in the country 
(W) Exploitation of the natural resurves of Kurdintan forthe henelit. of 
Hts people 


11. Tho Rawians are laying new military telephone lines between ‘Tabriz 
and Julfa and between Tabriz and Maragheh. 
manding, Tabriz, hearing, incorrectly 
Farrukh was arriving to axuine the 
w party of twonty-five Persian military 
nabad honowr bot alan to. pre 
disturtrncos uct as had beon ‘adel party if he shold 
The General Ofcer Command from the Russian military, head: 
quarters the pase which is necessary for all Persian: armed to have before 
foment: ie permiticd by the Russians. Op arrival at the Russion military 
check post at the eastern exit af the town of Tabriz the party wax stopped by 
the Russians.on the grounds Ul, though, the pass was for twenty-five men, 
was no mont thelr armst 


Fare 

(we patugeaph 11 "Of" Iiae Tntel 

inn Trine Mintater to aay that, ax 

of the tribe he, All KHiaii, hie nesurne 
eral Officer Commanding does tot consider thix ax bc sirious threat 
has (0 enable him to aasuie this 
rospoosibility,...The Iso advined Nowir Khan that 
poverty and a mane of grievance have induced Ali Khun to. take. this step. and 
that restitut the properties which Saulat-ud-Dowleh, Nasir Khan's father 
‘Ali Khan would be the hest method af settling, the dispute 

14. The Boie Ahmed! have started. rgiding.ao the Abadeb-Semirun 
Yeudikhwast area which thoy do every year aftor that area hax boon evacuated 
1 motorized force of gendarmerie 
Tafahan-Shirag rond which is within 


a» Ali Khan's influance is not #6 


British Interests 


15, Mr. HL. Farquhar, M.C;, arrived in Tehran ion the 20th Octobor. 1948, 
to assume the duties of counsellor at-His Majesty's Embassy 


Tehran, 23th October, 19 
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Persian Affaire 
Political, 

1. The Prime Minister, Ibrahim Hakimi (Hakim-ul-Mulk), presented his 
Cabinet to HEM. the Shah’ on the 3rd November and to the Majlis on the 
4th November, It comprises : 

Without Portfolio: Hasan "Ali Kamal Hidayet 
Interior : Khalil Fahimi (Rahim-ul-Mulk). 
Justice : Amanullah Ardalan 
Finance: "Abdul Husain Hajir. 
Agriculture : Ahmad Husain “Ad 
Without Portfolio: Allahyar Salih 
War; Major-General Riazi 
Posts and Telegraphs : Muhammad Nariman. 
Dr. Malik. 
Ghulam Hosain Rabe: 
Communications: Major-General 
Foroign Affairs: Abul Qasim Najra 
Commerce and Taduatey: To be appointed, provisionally an 
Minister 


With the exouption of Najm (believes! to 

has been ambassador) and Firas, all the above have previously held 

Hidayet, Dr. Malik and Rahnama were members of the previous Cal r 
‘On the 4th November the Prime Minister presented his Government's 

programme to the Majlia. It contained six points, which can be sumnarised. ae 

follows 


(i) Maintenangs of friendly relations with foreign Powers and fulfilment 
‘Of Peraia’s uidertakings under the United Nations Charter 

(ii) Rehabilitation of the armed forces of the country to enable ther the 
etter to catry ont their duties in maintaining security, 

(iii) Budget roform, tax revision, raising of the standard of fiving, 

iv) Reorganination of the Ministry of Health 


() Revision of laws governing the organisation and administration of the 
‘country. 
(vi) Conduct of the next elections 


3. On the 6th Novernber the ined a vote of confidence on ite 
programme, receiving 97 votes ott of 103. Deputies did not vote, 
Though Katnbalhsh, the ‘Tudeh Deputy, made a violent attack on the Government, 
the governing classes, the army, and Persin’s foreign polioy, which wore leading to 
tan estrangement between her aid Russia 


Internal 3 
Kurdistan (South). 

‘4. The Chief of the General Staff stated to the British Military Attaché 
that no withdrawal from their forward positions near the Perso-Lragi frontier 
had yet been begun by the Persian troops, He also stated that the Kani seo 
and Disli chieftains were still in refuge ncross the frontier in Traq and that he had 
fisked the Minister for Foreign Affairs to approach the Traqi Government with 
‘view to their preventing the return to Persin of these two men. In this connexion 
it will be interesting to leara what replies are given by the Persian Government 
to a parallel request believed to have been made by the Iraqi Government to the 
Persian Government for similar services in respect of Mulla Mustafa and 
Sheikh Aled Barzani, who had conversely fled from their forces into Persia 
In actual fact, the Persians could render uo such assistance as the area in which 
the two fugitives are now living is completely under Russian military c 
The C:G.S. also stated that the troops would be withdrawn to their winter 
quarters within a month, two battalions being quartered at Merivan and the 
Yemaining nine at Baneh, Sardasht, Saqqiz and Senneh 
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Azerbaijan 
5. One of the Kurdieh chiefs, who recently visited Baku, is reliably reported 
to have suid that the party. was received in an interview by Baghiroy, the 
President of the Azerbaijan ‘Republic, “who promised “Soviet support 
for the Kurdish Independence moventent provided the Kurds would work With 
the new Demecratic party of Persian Avertaijas, ‘The Tudeh party was never 
Kardish chiefs becanse of ite reform, 
Eighly repognant to such large land-owners, bs tie party is Hot 
s0"repugnan being es radical i ite programe 
‘A consular report states that Mulla Mustafa and Sheikh Ahmed Barzani 
have conferred with Ghazi Mubiminad of Mahabad on the Kurdish Tadepen: 
dence movement and on the chances of continuing their struggle next spring 
against the Iraq forces 
Reports from other sonrees tell of other Kurdish cbjeftains being taken 
in Russian military lorries, on the 20th October, to Mahnbad, to attend the sume 
ry Tonds of Russian rifles and 
400,000 rials being dh also the staging of 
conference by the Russians at Maku 
Knrds and, lastly, of a withdrawal of Russian troops trom the Perw-T 
border to their garrison towns of Maku, Kioi, Rezaich, ec.” If these riparia 
fre trne, as they seem to be, two possible conclusions wre () that. the Rossi 
fare anxious to” unite Persian “Averbaijanis and ‘Kurds ig mpport of 
Antonomons Azerbaijan movement, and (if) that they intend to use the Kurds 
of Persia and Iraq and ‘not their own troops to farther theso designs in anticipa 
tion of the period subsequent to 2nd March, when they will have no troop in 
Persia to we in this contiexton. 
7. The Democratic. party has announced its intention to begin forthwith 
the arrangements for both Majlis and Provincial Connel 


Appointments 
& (i) Dr. Nasr, p Governor-General of Mazanderan, to be Inspector 
neral of the Minintry of the Interior, 
(ii) Mahsin Shahrukhi, formerly head of the Personnel Department in the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, to be Director of the Contracts and 
Legal Affaire Department in the same Minis 
Muhammad Husain Najm to be head of the Personnel Department of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
(iv) Hadi Arbabi to be Governor of Shabriza 
(¥) Daulatshahi, recently appointed Director of Financ 
Wertern Azerbaijan, hax ale been. ap) 
eral of the two Ustans pending an official appointwent by the 
nistry of the Interior 


Persian Gendarmerie 
alone! Schwarzkopf stated to the BMA. that 


(i) ‘There yeas an overall shortage Of about 4,000 in the total establishment 
of fifteen regiments, 

i) That be was disregarding the prohibition of enlisting as gendarmes 
men who had not performed theit military conseription service and 
that, when asked by the Ministry of War io surrender an individual 
waned for conscription, he refused to do so on the grovind that the 
man was, in the gendarmerie, performing military service of equal 
importance. 

(iii) That he hoped soon to get Cabinet sanction for his proposed end 
officers training college which would enable him to train 
officers and to dispense with the leavings of the Persian atmy’ which 
formed his present officer cadre 


British Interests, 
10. The C.LGS. and the G.O.C-in-C., Middle East, visited Abadan and 
oilfelds between the 2ad and the 4th November 
11. Sir William Fraser, chairman of the A .C. Limited, visited Tehran 
At the end of October. He was received in audience by LIM. the Shah and 
‘was entertained at an official luncheon at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
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12, A commission was held in Ahwaz on the Sth November to arrange, for 
he xradaal reassumption of respausibility of the Persian Government for the 
Shluflty of the A-LO.C’s aren of operations. British consular representatives, 
representatives of the A.1.0.C. and the Persian military gendarmerie and police 
‘Giats attended, The Commaider, South Persia Atea (British), presided. The 

th and. disposition of thy Persian. army ip Khuzixtan were considered 

tory, Gendarmerie. reinforcemonts ot heig available, the orgauisa 

isting Khuzistan regiment of two compatiies each of thred 

tHatoons, especially for AT0.C. protection, was considered the best solution 
for the time being, ‘The police again, wainitained that the Tow fate 

i prevented them recrulting the extra numbers required, Pressu 
tipon the last Prime Minister to provide the necessary credits for increnssl pay 
in being maintained upon, his su The gendarmerie 
and police headquarters yn Tebran (an agreement ny t difficulty) 
to dlace their forces, ig, huzistan wader the orders Persian Army 
Hivbaional Cottivander for purposes ef A.LO.C. security will, 1 ix hoped, Tend. to 
better co-ordination of these duties 


Russian Interests 
13, The Russian omsblar agent at Zabol receutly visited Zahidan, Khwash 
nd Ham, nod, apread rumours to the effect that the catia were to receive 
I concessions at Salldawa and Khw 
betieiclal'to Peraia...Tt is teasonabl 
Invented by the Russians, would justify the granting of similar concessions in 
the north West of Persia to the Kussiane by the Azerbaijan Provincial Council 
Which, from all relinble accounts, the Russians are actively. tryitys 
1A. The Ruxsiana ing tho despatch of food-stulls, dried Fruits 
nd leather from Table to Tehran, Russian cottow goods are allowed 
ns played this gawe before, creating a surplus with cheap 
in under theie military occupation and a, shortay 
‘of the Their hireling press then expat 


that mach ruinour', 


jinn Caltwent Relav y decided! 

W University, ‘The students were 

choset after open competition aud are The first 
six left by plane Inst Suriday, They ae to 4 
in Baku and they will then enter Momcow U 


American Interests 
16. "The “American Embaiwy, on instructions trom the State Department 
has informed the Minixtry for Foreign Affairs that, as the conditi which an 
Kiberiean economic and financial mission had beets sent to Persia were no longer in 
force, the functions of the misaion would terminate ox the ber pext,. Tt 
in, however, left to individunl members of the mis 0, if they #0 desire 
individual contencts with the. Persian, Governme 
six of them will olect to remain in Persian Gover 
Summary No. 40, paragraph 11), 

17,” The Commanding General, A.M.E.T.. has 
for the security Of All American military’ personnel in the Persian Gulf Com 
mand with effect from mil-Decegnber haviny wed that to the 
arial evacuation of Persia, British troops will not We availatle for chat 
purpose after tha 
orp after Ui rte have now be paid a tum of $2199.00. teing the 
balance dae from the Govertment for rolling-stock, tankers nnd loco: 
motives (see Tutelligence Su paragraph 14). 


norview (se Tatelligence 


ul the responsinihty 


[ 9275/70/34) 


Military, Attoeht's Tntelligence Summary No. 44, Secret, Jor the Period 
WN Nisemter to Ikch, November,” 113—(Communicated in Tehran 


Despatch No. 402 of 19th Nocembers reerived 2th November.) 


Persian Affairs 


Politioul—The Majtie 

"THE session of the 11th November was mostly taken up by one of 
De. Musaddiq’s long-winded orations in which he attacked Mahmud Bader, the 
Minister of Finance in Sadr's tecent Cabinet, for alleged malpractices in the 
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for more siesdy action in the matter of 
inst Subeilt und Tadayyan, On the 3th Novelnber, after wt 
ato in which the Tudeh Deputy, Dr. Kishavare, violently opposed. the 
oyment of any foreign advisers fn any capacity, the Till for the engage 
of Dr: Avery as adviser to the Minlstry of Health was pase. The ate 
Conscription Bill wus also passed (ace fineugeaph 2 below). -\ question was pnt 
2 the Prime Minister by Deputy Foladwand asking, in view of the Brite 
on the eracaation of Tehran, Hamadan and Kermnnshah, which 
acoated by tho’ Rostians." "At the 
15h No expressed surprise atthe aTboune 
Par in Kardistanand 
led ‘bis Bil for tho two hew divisions, for a credit, for 
edi ray offcera {woe 
8 Apr Ta tho enasing debate th ‘Tudeh 
fuattsh, made attacks on army admiviatration, th 
ermap" andthe eninuse of nailtaey power by 


Pereian Avmy 


main pointa in the now Conscription Law passed by the Majtis (see 
aragraph 1 above) are as follows 
(i), 16 the Lists of those liable for conscription in any one area show a wurplux 
‘ove mytiternents, then conscript shall be chow hy 
Gi) TE tho availability show 4 deficit, the conscript who drow 
lcveuption. in last year's fot will be taken to make ap the deft 
(ii) TE trconscripe draws exemption In sieeaaive years Tl be. nged 26 be 
will be consider! na pormanently exempt an relegated to the reserve, 
3. Tho import an aale of eloth will yo louger be a Government smovopoly but 
owing to financtal stringency the monopoly tax, in. addition to custom duty, will 
continue to be levied, 
Appointments 
40) Cleit—Abmand Mashayilhi {0 be Governor of Rezaich 
(i) Mitivary.—{i) Saclashgar Farajollah Aghevll to be head of | the 
Mititary Tribuoale wie Sartip Naqdi, transferred to tho General Stall (This 
al oficer, oace Chief of the Gendariserie. will We remembered as one of the 
ant te 
1 Bagi Amir Nicami ix reappointed additional Deputy 


(ii) Sartip Mubsin Dib from Ditvetor of Artillery to be Director of the 
Officers” Chub, 

ix) Sartip Abdullah Hidayet from en dieponibidité to be Director” of 
Artillery 

tnternal Security 
Khorasan 
Security hax further dectined and some more hold-u 

botwoets Moshe and Turbat-i-Haidnri: Meshed and Nishapur and near Turba-i 
Sheikh J 


4 serbuijan 
6. Reports { ye Kuriah source tell of the forvible billeting 
of Malla Mnstata's followers n the 
of Lake Urn Accordinns 
Bukan, 150 on villages between Snldiiz and Mababad, 100 
The rest’ appear to be distributed between Ushnu and Nagadeh. 
onsiderable sui af money has also been collected frm the Persian Kurds for 
relief. The same source reports that, left to thenvelves, Malla Mustafa’s followers 
would probably prefer to seek an auinesty from the Tragi Government and return 
to Iraq, but that the Rusiant ar proventing this and have instructed the 
fagitives to say that they have teen reduced to their present plight by bombing, 
from British aircraft 
7. The Azerbaijan Democratic party has sent a circular to foreign consuls 
in Tals givin nile of alleged atrocities committed by" gendarme against 
peasants and asks that the Great Powers be informed of the ples 
Taiferings:’ That tho people have eaflred i true, Wot wot ak the, indy of the 
gendarmerie but at the hands of hircling «ads of Armenians. Assyrians and 
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Chaldeans, who, emboldened by the support. of their Russian masters, bave the 
temerity to style themselves the people of Azerbnijan. Meetings of the Detoocratic 
party held in Tabeixon the 15th November, demanded immediate election of the 

Provincial Council and the adoption of the Turki language. 
A The general situation hos deteriorated sharply in Azerbaijan during the 
few days. A party of Democrats attacked Mianch Railway Station, ove 
Fea er ap A Pa ol aa ee 
Conscription Depattment, the sole representatives of the Persian army in 
Mianch. The town is said’to be in their hands, Near Maragheh a skirmish took 
place between Democrats and gendarmes. Two of the Democrats were wounded 
find thirteen made prisoner. Later the Russian Commandant at Maragheh 
intervened by disarming the gendarmes and setting free the prisoners. | The Chief 
of the General Staff also informed the British Military Attaché that the towns of 
Alar, Maragheh and Sarab are in the hands of the Democrats, that they are being 
ised with new Brno rif_es by the Russians, that these rifles are part of those 
taken by the Russians from the Persian army at the time of the occupation, that 
{army soldiers have been put into mufti and armed, that attacks on Persian 
dings and Persian army barracks are expected very soon and that 
Persian General Officer Commanding, Tabrie Division, had been ordered to 

11 these localities to the last 


Russian Interests 
0. Some farther news hax been reveived regarding the report that the 

Russians wero, actually eng the Ashuradeh peni 

near Bandar Shab. (see Inte paragraph 15). Te now 

Appears that Che pipes and other material wen ht for the 

Conateuction of cil tanks at ths port of Bandar Shak and the impro 

Dipe-line from the port to the town in order to facilitate the discharge of oil from 

nkers 

ses! ‘There in no sign of any’ relaxation of Russian control of the northern, 

north-weitern and horth-eastern sections of the Tranian State Railway, Some 

twenty officers of field rank are still employed at ‘Tehran railway station alone. 


Tragi Interests 
U1. Seyyid Abbas Mehli Bog, formerly Lraqi Minister in Tehran, bas been 
appoinied Minister in Moscow and haa atrived in Tehran on his way to his 
new  powt 
Caechostovak Interests 
2 ‘The Grachoslovak Military Attaché has announced that hig office has 
been ieniporaniy closed, “Lientenaat-Colouel J Lipa nu Captain. Kalraas are 


ete natty of some 200 Canche are to lave shortly for uheit country vin 
Russia on repatriation. ‘They have been in Persia since before the war and’ were 
inoatly employed by Skoda or aa railway technicians, About 150 Ceechs will 
remain in Tehran in the employ of Skoda, 


Tehran, 18th Nowember, 1945, 


[E 9501/70/34) 0) 


Mititary. Attachi's Intelligence Summary No. 45, Secret. for the Period 
the 10th-25th November, 1048.—-(Communicated ta Tehran Despatch No. 418 
of 31th November; Reesived 8th December.) 


Persian A fairs 

Political, poate - : 

THE recent eventa in Azerbaijan have occupied the Persian Government's 

tention to the exclusion of nearly all other business. They are described in 
paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 18 and 14 below. 


The Majlis. 4 

2 At the session of the 18th November speeches on the situation. in 
Azerbaijan were made by Deputy Dr. Shafng. the Minister for War and the 
Minister without Portfolio. The debate on the Minister for War's Bill was 
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concladed and the Bill was pased by 80 votes out of an attendance of 87. ‘The 
Tudeli members abstained from voting. For the text of the Bill sce 
6 summary. On the 20th November, at a public session 
ing a secret se Kurdish Deputy expressed surprise at the aunounce. 
Radio Pari istence of a separatist movement in Kurdistan and 
reatfirmed the loyalty of the Kurds. A crowd of Azerbaijanis resident in Tehran, 
said fo number 1,000 persons, came to the Majlis, professed thei loyalty to: the 
Central Government apd asked for permission to go to Azerbaijan to defend their 
hhomes against the rebels.” On the Zist Nov secret session. On 
the 22nd November the Minister of Finance tabled a Bill 10 provide for the 
participation of Persia in U.N.RR.A,, and a onetwelfth Budget Bill for the 
month of Aban (23rd October 2tst November). ‘This was passed. 
3. On the 17th November the Persian Government addressed a note to the 
Soviet Embassy in which it stated 


() That a number of Kards in Azerbaijan and Mababad had obtained arms 
from foreign sonrees to further aims which were at variance with the 
(ii) That the Kurds had obtained a printing pros and paper trom the 
Ussh 
(Hii) That a party of Kurds had visited Baku without completing the usual 
es of passports and exit vinua 
iv) That Mulla Mustafa Baizan was allowed by tho Russians to foment 
tronble in Kurdistan 
(#) That the Russian authorities exercised a complete control by moans of 
passes nnd forbade entey into their zove 
(vi) That the Russians had stopped the despatch of food-stuffe from their 
zone to the south, thereby eausinis 4 rina in price, losses to merchants 
‘und a dislocation of the economic life of Persia 
(vii) That maintenance of law and order by the Persian forces had. boon 
rendered impomible by tho prevention of the despatch af 
reinforcements 
(viii) That a cemation of Goverment administration had been ewused in 
certain provinces because no gover sted oF could sent 
(ix) That the Rassians had removed the Persian frontier yiards and officials 
and had thns rendered impossible the proveation of anuggling of live 
Atock, &e 
(8) That the Rossians had rendered impossible the pursuit of malofnctors 
though they themaelves took vory speedy action aginst any person 
rogarded by them as undesirable 
(ai) That th nx had prevented Persian Utoops from maintaining 
order or defending thernselves in Mianch on tho 17th November aud 
Maragheh on the 2th Angurt nnd that conversations. witht 
Russian authorities had produced to result 


‘The note concludes by saying that if the Russians continue to prevent the 
despatch of Persian military, gendarmerie or police to urea where they des 
to restore law and order, the Persian Government uxt hold the Russians 
be for any disorders which occur, ‘The substance of this note was give 
Persian Ambassadors in Londoo and Washington to the Foreign Office 

and State Department respectively, and the Persian Ambassador in Washington, 

dition, gave a summary of it to the American press. The Persian Govern. 
ment have now telegraphed to their ambassador in London to make the contents 
of the above note available to the British press 

4. At the same time as the above note was presented to the Soviet Embassy 

Chief of the General Staff asked the Soviet Militar 
Soviet military authorities in Qazvin and procure their consent to the despatch 
f two infantry battalions and a gendarmerie battalion to Mianch and Tabriz, 
As no reply was received either to the note or to this request by the General Staf, 
the latter decided to despatch the force. Tt left in lorries on the 19th November 
and the advanced gard reached a point about 40 kilom. from Qazvin, when 
was stopped by a Russian staff officer, who said that, if the colamn went on, 
would be fired at. The officer commanding advanced’ gaard replied that he tad 
received orders to advance even if fired upon and continued to advance. “When 
the advanced guard reached the orchards on the ontskirts of Quavin town 
it was stopped by one Russian battalion in position actoss the road with four 
tanks and two armoured cars. The main body on. nveiving’ this information 
halted at Sharifabad, 7 miles short of Qazrin and about. 85 miles from Tehran, 
and a rear party, halted by Russian troops at Kerej, some 21 miles west of Tehran, 
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iter two. days, to join the main body and to take its tents and 
prived during two days of incessant rain. The 
advanced ently retired to Sharifabad, where the column. still 
romaine Russiana have all of its loeries to make oue trip daily to 
Quzvin to obtain fresh supplies an 
rding Russian mover 1 ur Chief of the 
fl juformed the British Military Attaché that 


() Arvivals and departures of Rassias oop at und from Tebran by rail 
‘tusta and utes date up i ath of abot tee in Tenet 
dial evacuation nf Tehran) and even to the Soviet Pntasy 
creian railway workers elongate sebsbad bee ated by th 
Roshinte at stations between Semnat ih Gaemane (nom Macon 
(i) Thaw te Teens garrison; fir tho.aeryal o¢a battalion from Ixfaban 
(iy ta hs pinto she iscos at Seman and 
ene : fo. Tehean, the 
A eal, a "iapeecting occupation of te cai by Resian 
tree o oitee with rising uf the local Tudeh aad suailar ring 
Wirthe Dera mel i Asoebtan_ Oke Brith Stary AU 
Vested he Chick of te General staf hat he didnot share thi view 
iu thnt the Retin could stain thelr inimediate objects without 
‘zea whch Would bring abot batonomy and give Wear 40 oi 


The Pres 


6, An’ intetesting irticle signed hy eighty “Intellectuals hax appeared 


iii the paper Bakkfar of the Quid Noveriber.. Te states that Persia, has been 
eoupied by Allied trope and thtee months, its economic life has 
Test upset, ite currency inflated, Allien have interfered with its admit 

Yeation nnd intervened in ita elections, it hax not been paid the cost of the silitary 
Aid-to-Ruvain {evight carried over Ite railway, disalfected. elements. have been 
enoontaged and asmsted by the Allien And the despatch of food-atufls has been 
prevented, ‘The article contrasts the promises and achievem the Trinh 
ind Revaaiaiue in the matter of evacuation and finally ask that British, American 
find Brench parliamedtary delezations be sent. to Azerbaijan to wee for themselves 
‘whathor tho prosent separatist movetsent is a genuine one or inapired by foreign 


Appointmente 
ointment of Murteza Quli Bayat (Foreign Office 47; Military 

Affaire 05) aa velieh had been announced i the 
Ppt tne week ngo, hn now Hie wax due to leave for Tabriz 
fy Rnaina plane on the 25th November bat was held ip by bad weather 

(i)_-Abelul Husoin Ansari (Foreign Office 21y Military Affairs 29), 9 Director- 
Geooral and head of the Tripartite Treaty Department. in: the Minixtey for 
Foreign Affairs, to be Governor-General of Gilan, 

(is) Husein Samii (Adib-te-Sultanch) (Foreign Offlee. 199; Military 
Aftaits 254) to be Governor-General of the th Ustan (Kborusan). 


Administration, 


&) ‘ie Cabinet tins cancelled ite decree Faising the statis of Ardakan 
rubgrerneae tn gonerorae. 1 the teaine part of he Sbahrlaan 


The Conrt 


0. “Prince Abmadt Reza, fth son ofthe Jate Reza Shab (by his third Queen 
ee ee Seis Hester Bubrenic eugaee of Hone 
Bahrumi, hya-us-Sultaneh (Military AGwirs 59). 


ns 


Internal Security 


10, There is but little definite news from Azerbaijan itself as telegraphic 
nrtaicatone have been interrupted and the Persian army's wireless telegraphy 
See i Hesaieb, Miaadoab, Khoi and Ardebil are not working. The General 
Cae tending a Tabs i still in touch vith Tehran by witeles-telegraphy 
Pees eens: manty information... The intelligence organisation of the 
ae Ee MT'Stall seems very. inadequate and iik-trained and incapable 
ae ener acairacy of any report which it receives, Actually very 
Fee sie tity of maige importarie, troo the military point of view (have 
FeaeT ie Aserbatjan tince those reported in the last Intelligence 
Sid ‘the chief interest centres on Rossian military 100 
Sn what the Persian Government has dove and will do it 
Hoar ee etmat the Persian -Goveriiment. bopes the British and American 
earn ca will do to bring bome tothe Rssians that thei present actions ame 
ait aoriies With thett undertakings as signatories of the Tripartite Treaty 
eae is Tah Nowarntor the Democratic party of Azerbaijan) announced 
in the rece dat thee Hest phage of helt organiaian ” wns complete, i, that 
A Aen Cammitice and theme ta the smaller tens were i being, and Ubat the 
ae phase, that of organisation of vitage councils, wook! begin. Abou, the 
Stine tifue ft 'waa annoaneett thatthe party ad decided decision 
of the Tel vo pontpon ehe Majfis elections nil that Azerba})8, 
Sia pe naucrabip at the Bimucratie party, would proceed with the elections 
Met tho Majlis od of the provincial and town cous 
Fe eee trarmation eained ftom the Chiet of Gevora! Stall and from 
Ins soueee the n brief, appeary 10 he ns follows 
Tulris._The town is quiet bat apprehensive of future offensive action 
vy te Itoinnn or the Doweerat par, action whieh he Dorsan itary 
vi otubty ieapable of revieting. ‘The General Ofcet: Coma ih 
touch with. the ‘Persian General. Stafl ly "Telogeaphic. cons; 
tote tiny tuewogn Tubria and Zenjan, Tabriz and Rezaich, Tabriz and 
unica ey amd Kernanahah interrupted. Many rorchante aro Yevtig 
Santen aan pha Deaocratie party has patrols checking all civilian nove 
or ate genting all Perwian military. gosdarinerie and police movement 
on all oad out of 
Rowsieh--Relloyed to be quiet, bat no wire 
Khoi Bellovedl to be quiet, hut no wireless commmicat 
tne and A subshahri2 aul 00 rilen eapectively south-west of 
‘Tabrie, gendatwe posts overpowered by Dengernt rebel 
Tok Syeerian Atm. kartizon of one company. confined to 
arrest oak in hands of Rebel Two thousand rfl ad to have 
‘istetbated by tho Russians to the rebels 
Tiactosb. According eonsular report; believed 
1 Chiet of Conoral Staff believes that the Persian A 
tealion js atl nccontro af the town 
oe ein rebel. hans, the garrison of one platoon having been 
disarmed apd tude prisoner, 
wt Chiot of General Stall 
Ss safe though not in command of 


believes the garri 
aaid to have been distributed to 


the situation. Bight, th 
Democrats hy the Russians 

Hisorh In rebel hands—two lorry loads of rifles said to have been 
distribnted by the Russians. Pickets of "" Muhajirs,” Rassian spenking and 

Of a military bearing, control all moveroent between Tabriz. und Mianeh 

Gendarmerie Posts--Most of these are said to, have been disarmed nd 
captored. There are none remaining between Tabriz and Mianeh: 

His Majesty's Consul-General’ st Tabriz sums np by saying that, while 
reports of fighviag bave been tnuich exaggerated, the Democratic party really mean 
Teettene. The Centeal Government has 0 authority whatsoever between Mianeh 
Wt Tabviz, and the Democratic party ia in comirol in every town and. village of 
aetern Averbaijan. A clear sweep-has betn made of the gendarmerie and: the 
Gpportunity bas teen taken to liquidate a, number of landlords obnoxious to the 
Prenterats: What has bapponed in Mianeh will happen on a bigger scale during 
the nest week in Tabriz and an autonomons Azerbaijan will have come into being. 

“The People's Congress has distributed a French translation of their 
manifesto to foreign consuls in) Tabriz. The document is, reproduced os 
‘Appendix A to this summary 
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14. Corrigendum (reference pa 
the list of communities actively carry igus in Azerbaij 
f course, be added rertain Kurdish elements (chiefly Shakkak and Herki) 
iubajirs imported from the USSR, That some Persian Azerbaijanis 
support the Democrat party is not denied, Nut the paragraph referred to was 
designed to show ¢ ies, disaffected tribal elements and immigrants form 
the hackbone of the party 


British Titerosts 


15. De, Mortimer Whecler, Director-General of Archeology in India, 
arrived in Persia vin Zahidan on the 2th October for ‘a four weeks’ tour of 
Persia under the auspices: of the Indo-Tranian Caltural Society. He visited 
Isfahan, Shiraz and Persepolis, hat was not permitted by the Russians to proceed 
to Menhed via Gunbad:i-Qubus, ar even to travel to Meshed by the direct route 
ty ait. Tho patty returned to india vin Haghelad 


American Interests 


16. Hay F railway locomotives and 277 of their olf tank wagons 
for the highly satisfactory figure of 85 per cent. of their coat. the Americans are 
considering the sale af thelr remaining assets on the basis of 74 per cent. of their 
rginal cont. Te proposed to ined in this wae, ut not on the 74 per cent 
remaining 184 tank wagyons which the Americans have for disposal 
Atmercan proposal would ‘remit in a satiafactory ‘overall. perettage 
particularly as the buildings and camps, which form the major part of these 
assets, would fotch wry litthe in the open market. Tt wood, however, advernely 
affect ivitish military disponats if the British were obliged to adopt m similar 
figure, firstly because the Hritish have not ny item comparable 
to the American tailway assets auc, sgcondly, because they atl! have for disposal 
somo valiable material chiefly in the form of harbour installations. 


Rivgrian Tosereats 


6 a AM ALO: source in Tabriz coosidered reliable reports the erection 
of an oil drilling rig by the Russians at a hamlet Sennikh (not marked on the 
map), some 18 miles from Tabriz on < apr 

18, Tho Moscow press has given promin Aretbai jan where 
it amorts, genuine democratic and Inbox ments are being harably repressed 
by Persian military and gendarmerie. Iv accumm the ILILC. of falsifying news 
of the recent events in order to divert world attention from the discreditable 
happeninge in Palestine and Indoneain 


Tehran, 25th November, 1946. 


Appendix: A. 
Diclaration du Congrés Natiousl a’ A eerbaidjon 


Le Congrie national qui est: formé & Tabriz du 29 au 30 aban 1324 (20 an 
21 novembre 1945) de tous les délégués de tous les départements et. communes 
d'Azorbaidjan décida & Vunanimite-a sa quatritme séance de référer par I 
déclaration suivante, an Gouvernement central de I'Tran et aux Puissances 
Mémocratiques du mousle (Etats Unis, Grande-Bretagne, I' Union des Républiques 


Sovidtiques, Ia France. et la Chine), et délarer sex desidera et Tegan 
(qui se résumnetit dane les articles ci-dessous He. doheh & TeeaRy 


1. "La nation wrerbaidjanienne, pour des causes et des événements historiques 


embed ent eo soe mana 
ie Mme on or diene Far 
pin at finn! rate carn omnis 


et départements de 'I'Tran et en raison des nitltiples sacrifices que les Azerbai 
djaniens ont subis pour la fondation et la eréation de I'Tran actuel (qui ant été 

effectivement ses fondateurs), pour ces raisons, voulant’ conserver: & tout prix 

Vintégrité de son territoire, ils ne sont. aucnnement décidés d’éablir. leurs 

deaiierata Uegiees ta an sivieet at por ite A sex froptibres 

‘3. La nation azerbaidjanienne réclame de toutes. ses forces le rég 
démocratique qui est en Iran sous forme de Constitution et Gouvernement national, 

4. La nation azerbaidjanienne, comme les habitants de tous les points de 
V'Iran, participera dans I'administration des affaires sociales ot duu Gouvernement 
central en envoyant ses Députés i '* Madjlessé Choarayé Milli "” et en payant ses 
jostes contributions ; 2 

5. (‘)Le nation azerbaidjanienne déclare ouvertement et officiellenient qu’ 
Vexemple de toutes les nations actives du monde entier, a droit. tout en conservant 
bien entendu Vintégrité territoriale conformément aux. principes. démocratiques 
ot souyeraineté nationale. 

6. Ta nation azerbaidjanienne a supporté des pines wlandantcs 
e aacrifices innomlirables pour 1a liberté; elle voudrait par conséquent que son 
jouvernewent wutonome soit éabli sur une have dénocratique Nella. Cea 
ourquoi, se confarmant aux statuts approuvés par son " Congrés national,” elle 
Fit son Parlement national’ et elle trove en meme tempe néewsire qe Je 
Gouvernement national régi erlntidjan soit constitnd des meinbres élus 
parmi les Députés dv Parlea nal @t soit responsable vis-a-vis de lu 

7, La nation azerbaidjai lidrement attachéo xa langue 
maternelle; V ianposition dw quick do Ia earayane 
du. progris et do la civilisation hatacle pour Mavénement de 
va culture nationale. Pour obvier inconvénient ot assurer les 
progressife de l'Azerbaidjan, lo Congriw national a ordonné au. 
hational "’ do mottre en vigueur an plus tit possible ta langue azerbaidjanienne 
dans los ad tat et de pratiy) eignement dans les 
Sabliowrmente solaires publics et privée 5 f 

R Le. Comrbe ational, quia été constitué par Ia participation 
cd sulvant la nygiatare de. cant inguante mille personnes et. Ia délation de 

in reprtaentants des difiéronte, points. do. I'Azerbai seat appelé 
ide cumitationsalle nationale par tn volonté du peuple et il a dla 
bres pour Vadminixtration de questions ot 
affaires intérieures cle 1’ Azerbaidjan, i qui il a doané plein pouvoir d'employer 
des menires nécosaires pour In realisation de see vues nationales et d'entrer en 
rs aver Jes antorités compétentes, ainsi que de prendre A leur charge 

lee élections du" Madjlessé Chourayé Milli” et da" Parlement national 

Attirant enfin Vattention du ¢ et -iranien et des Pisiman 
démocratiques du monde sur lex questions ausmontionnées, le Con 
vouloir employer que des moyens ile propagande et dorganivation pour a 
wes bute pacifiquement, et ne permetire en ancine fagon ni dispute ni guerre 
intérienre & moins que le Gouvernement central ne veuille piétiner 
igitimes par contr Dans co cas, il défe 
tout prix et combattea jusqu’a la dernitre personne pour imposer enfin son 

onotie nationale cofite que covite. 

[Assemblée constitutionnelle a done donné carte blanche au‘ Comité 
national deatret et pourparlers:aveo lex antorités compétentes pour axstnres 
Vautonomie d' Azerbaidjan et d’en obtenir Ia solution pacifiquement; mais le 
“Comité national ” ne pent en aucune fagon passer ontre des droits de I'autonomie 
régionale et du Goavernement national, ni faire quoi que ce soit contre Mintégrité 
territoriale et I'indépendance de I'Tran, i 

‘Nis vontrions gue le mond démocrat ache qu’ilexisteun peuple srl abe 
qui s'est préparé a défendre ses droits de tout son pouvoir pour dresser le pavillon 
Tein Tiere sur tn coin de TAsie et quril est décidé dnesnrer son adtonomie 
par son énergie nationals et nots espérons que les autorités compétentes iranicunes 
t Jes Puissances démocratiques de l'univers ne nous épargueront pas lear gracieux 

() The Fronch trassiation of the Persian and Turki test of theDeclarstion of the 
Natioual Congrean of Averbaljan ” was made by the Azerbaijan Comenitiee itell 

‘The Acting Contil-Gepersl at Tabrit reports that a phrase appears to have been onitted 
trom paragraph & of the French version, whick he considers should be understood fo, English 
setetlows— 

"The peopl of Area offleally and publily dectare that tike other living nations 

a the world they bave the right to form, while integrity of te, socal 

ing the indepeadence snd inlegnty of Itap, iv empowered to manage 
in cordance With the principles of democracy and tetional waverignhy. 
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concours dans Ja réalisition de notre bat national, qui est/busd, du. reste, 
Pacte. de I'Adiantique es ia gens 
‘Aves ses considerations distinguées 


La Direetion du Cougris | (Assemblée constitutionnelle 
nationale) de l'Azerbaid} 


Appendix: B. 


following is the test of the Ministry of War Bill passe 7 
an tg ftlowring i the finistry of War Bill passed by the Majlis 


Single article: “The Majin shall authorise the Ministry of Finance to 
provide the following credits in addition to the Mixixtry of War's present 
Tedget and w pay tebe tet Miaiery ite onic 


(i) ‘The Ministry of War shall bo authorised to nd 13,132 me to. tho 
reset army strength, for wich tho budget. for the lst four 
aball be paid by the Stinincy of Fame ne 

Gi) Tolimprve he ving vont of army ers a crit of 3 lian 
rials shale paid annually by the Ministry of Fianee Wo the 
Ministry of War, to be used for the following purposes bens 
(©) A monthly: allowance of Rinly. 100 for each minor child 

iereapactive ofthe ficer’ rank 
shall be paid in the secod year of the time when they 
Could normally have expected pronation, represent 
lets ete the py fo the higher ra the 
differeicehall'bepalt aniunlly as an Tocreose In 
42) An allowance of up to a tax te! 
at of the 
‘country : Lnnhitey 
(a) Two alts of wwrvico clothing shall be granted to eve 
meio to every ofere 


Nore The Minhtry of War shall be ver epee 
forwor rasik those regular ollcers who have by this date resigned bat 
who now desire to re-enter the army, provided that , 


(9874/70/24) (10) 


Military Attachi’s Intelligence Summary Nic 4G. Seevet, Jor the Perio 


No. 43-0f ath December, 194s; Reseited iv Foreign Offer lath Tceabenn 


rion A fais 
con EEATRS in Azeri 
Government during’ the he Persian Go 
the reply of the Soviet Goverument to rite oie mnted by the Auerican eat 
British Ambassadors ‘ 
ernment's 
4 of Inst Tntelligeace’ Summary) ie 
Te will he seen that the Reassians 
ag 
st important question, that of the des 
¥ troop, the Russians give no satiatacti i a 
sibility on to the shoulders of the-Persinns he threat 
troop ‘movements will necessitate ie een euricen 
angomient, if sach can he called, dapenda op ovo false assumptions, vr, Arstly 
e existing Persian garrison of Azcrhatjan—some 4,000 eflectives at of & 
Soe ,000— if reinforced two battalions and a battalion ot 
genutarmerie; could possibly conatitate  nichace to Rassian forces totaling ot 








“7 


least $0,000 men, and; secondly: that the existing parrisons are, in fact; garrisons. 
The gendarmerie throughout the provinee aro known: to have been disarmed and 
the military are ¢ icted in action to an atea within. S:miles of their 

racks, a2 at Rezaich, oF conned to barracks ts at Maraghell, or besieged. in 
thelr barracks 28 at Miandoal, cr allowed to perform static guards under Russian 
Surveillance as at Tabriz. ‘The one thing they are not allowed to-do is to take 
action ng; emoctat rebels when disturbing the peace. Such action bri 

t major, who orders the 
troops back to barracks and liberates anyone saile prisoner by, ther 
‘On the 22nd November the Pe pvermment addressed 8 xecond note 

to the Soviet Embassy, in which it pr ist the continued presence of 
Russian troops in Tehran after the town ed officially as evacuated 
by them, ‘The note also, protested juction into the éapital of 
refugees in plain clothes. 

The speeches of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Me, den in the 
House of Commons have greatly heartened: Persians of all climes 

4. The Russian tilitary have evacunted their military wovenents: stall 
and ail (roops from Teliran railway station. and are said to have established. thet 
near Firazkuh, They have also evacuated thelr military headquarters: (whick 
has gone to. join ite’ parent body at: Quzvin), nod. eome, bot not all, of their 
illets. They’ still have a camp somo:G Kilonn, west of the 

5. The Persian Government his addressed a note to His Majesty's Embassy 
asking that an invitation be procured for the Pe Jovernment to attend the 
International Conference on Wat Indemnitign now in seaaion in Paris, on the 
grounds that Persia baa been at war with Germany and has thereby suffered 
hany direct and indirect loses. 

The Majlis 


6. On the 26th and 28th November the Majlis Badget-C 
incu the 4-12th« dyer Till recently tabled by: the Minister of 
Minister of the Lnterior made short space, mainly about the departure: of 
y ewiyappointed GovernorGonern! fur Axerbaijan. ‘The urgency of 
the Peasants’ Tusurance Bill al, hat there were insufficient Deputies 
present for a division. Th je Juntive Commission (Powers) Bill 
Mian alto discossed hat no decislon wid taken. In view of tho dovelopments. in 
‘Azerbaijan a acoret session of the Majlis was heldon Che 26th November, nt which 
the Prime Minister inforined the House of the steps be had taken during 
few daya, Ata sceret sexaion of the Majlix on the 27th Noveanber it was de 
toappoint a commission of aixteet inembers nppointed from all the Matix group, 
Midy the recent events in Azothaijan and the decisions taken by the Govern. 
Tecp in constant, toueh with the Government. Malik: Madani anid 
Niqabat, were appointed to ‘represent. the Mies groop; Iakandari and 
Farman nthe Azadi group, Shari’ Atradeh aad Hiamati the fttihadsi 
Melli_geoup, Sigatol-Tslam\ and, Sam Democrats (0 comnesian With 
Ihe Azerbaljan Democrats): Dr. Rishavar and, Shahab the Tudeh; Man'ndi and 
De Atdah the Mustagil group, and Dr. Musaddiq and De Shafaq tl 
Independents, The coumission met for-the fret time on the 28th November: 


Azerbaijan (wee paragraph 12 gence Summary). 
7. venta which have occurred «ince the last Intelligence Su 
written are as follows :— 
The Governor bas een shot by Democrat rebels, 
Teer! seized ‘by the rebela who shot the Persian 
1 the Caspinu const as far as 


Mianch.—No to number 2 
Zenjan—This p ‘ocoupied by 
the rebels, ‘The rebel 
Tabris-Zenjan Road: 
the road, ‘They e0 all moverment and search vel 
Nir (near Sarad).—A party of Shabseran Wilesmen came to the resene 
yr Nusrat, their chief, who was ‘The Shahsevan 
‘and reached their chief, Killing fifty-seven rebels and 
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Quiet PadGr Descrat pits reported etauices 
to bein charge ofall exite from Us town aoa ts be eon ceo ae 
‘of all food-stuffs. rcber 
veciligndocb—hn gavin of one Persia batain iil ntact tong 
messenger with the Persian garrison of Saggee em aeating contact. by 
assist gui fas depatched two companies én dcacnea 
lab some 70 miles north-east of Saqgiz. Lo prevent aby southward soem 
‘ment of the rebels towards Bijar and Hamadan. xd Pender 


Khorasan, 


sn aan Citatlat source reports that the arrival of a party of Tudeb leaders 

the teal Ieadecy fot fear ihat:seweaners pasty kanes 
Mulan” may be more dificult to de epee fiepiae edd 

‘en lorry loads of arms and ammunition sent f 
Persian military yarriwn in Meshed are reported to have seu detareed et ratte 
by the Ragu tlltary withorities Pro ave Deen: detained en rowie 
10, The same soaree reports that the survivors of 
after having been im hiding with the Turtamane at Gavach Tepe near oa 
i-Qabus for some time, have now joined the Azerbaijan Democrat rebels. 


Persian Arig, 


11. Reinforcements, amounting to a batt 
brought to Tehran from Shira, Isfahan, Khusisan and Kurramabad 
Past week thero has been some activity, mostly from the 
c crigned to displace General Arta, the Chief of General Staf 
ax being obnoxious to the Russians, Several prominent Deputies have represented 
» the Prime Minister and the president of the Majlis the anwiadom of auch a 


change during the present crisis. The Prime, 
change during the present crisis, ‘The Prine Minister is believed to have agreed 


Appointments. 
il Quaim Najm, Minister for Voreign 
aw Be — is oe from Kabul - rE tener 
Ae the newly-appointed Covernor-General nf Ara 
ierved "Tabet by Reossan plat ot AZettation, baw 


(il) Mubaair Roshan has been appolited: Deputy 6 
‘Azertaijan end Governor of Tabi Cerner General of 


(ivy Samii and Mebdi Farrakh are both oparted to have refused the 


governorates-genoral of Khorasan and Fars respectively. 


Addministratiee 


14, The Cabinet have approved 
ta th pera  eh 2 rnPre te ofh Ine 


Russian Interests, 

16, The United States Air Attach rb 
ceva ere fom ar at we 
on the Tabriz aerodrome and eight fighters at Quavin. He considers thet the 
Russians are doing very little flying ay ory + oo tear oo 


16. The long-r madron,, w ? 
for the past Iwo year ne tow returaed to Taine es SPeTains in Bast Persia 


Tehran, Bcd December, 1945. 


ws 


Translation of Russian Embussy Memorandum 6 the 20h November, 1945, 
handed to the Second Political Department of the Ministry, for Foreign 
A flairs, at 10-30 a,m., the 26th Necomber, W949. 


THE Soviet Embassy present their compliments to the Imp 
Foreign Affairs, and in reply to Memoranda vember, 
1945, have the honour to state tint the statement iviade b er for Foreign 
Affairs that Soviet officials are’ interfering of Tran is 
‘unfounded and is not consistent with the actual facts. Likewise, the question of 
Soviet authorities rendering assistance to the Kurds in their political activities 
in those areas is completely unfounded, and in particular they have had no con- 
nevion with the activities of the Kurdish trital chiefs living in the 4th Usta 
(Mahabadl), ‘nor wo do with Mulla Mustafa Barzan 
crossing the Frano-Fraq frontier sd in tho Minister for: Foreign: Afiairs’ 
memorandum 

Tt is clear in the mind of the Soviet Embassy that the Soviet represontatives 
did not, as alleged it the Minister for Foreign Affairs’ memoranda 
release of any of those people detained hy the gendarmerie at Quli Kund 
there any question of Persian military guards, who wore proceeding tow 
prison building in Tabriz, being detained by the Soviet auth 

"To confirm that Soviet authorities prevent the passage of Persian subjects in 
the northern provinces would not be consistent with the trio facts; 46 i» obvious 
that the Soviet system of iaaiing passes for travelling to the northern: provisces 
Of Persia, where Soviet forces are stationed, applies to subject of othor countrien. 
‘The statement made in the Miu Vorvign Affaire’ memorandum that 
Soviet officials are interfering i ic Lite of the northern provinces is 
unfounded, it ix clear, on the athe that tho Soviet 
a Noo with its diy of friendship, rencleres! assistance to Persia is 
1943 at the most dificult of times ever for the Soviet Government, by providing 
25,000 tons of wheat for the populace of the capital of Mersia—Tohran. By 
Importing other Soviet goods Soviet commercial organisations during the war 


opr iOE che disteibution of gorxls for the  Terxian people 
Prt i Ov ait Government eannot be held responsible for the 


nV and other Goverament officials in. the northern 

Joparture af sich officials to the place of their 

in, thie respect, always 

few dave ago the Soviet aban, proved 

their assistance by providi the departure of yyat to Tabriz 

Without giving it much consideration the Ministry for Foreign Affaire raised 

the question of protecting the Persian-Turkish borders nt Persian 

te dato Sette informed the Soviet oficial that. the establishroent of 

frontier posta on the Pereiat-Turkish order present great dificulties for Uber 

find in spite of repeated proposals by Soviet officials in this respect they have 

Tefsed to protect thin frontier, Under these circumstances the objections raised 

by the Ministry for Foreign. Affairs about the absence of gendarmerre posts on the 
Porsian-Turkish border caniot be considered relevant 

The statement to the elect that Soviet authorities appear to havo interfered 

in the judicial affairs of Persians and to have prevented the enforcoment of the 

nal code with regard to Per ia very surprising in view of there 

for such & statement anid its inconsistency with the actoal 

snared that local Persian officials have repeatedly created 

fstacles in the unearthing of treac its and local judges: have 

ferated such elemicnts or have purpisoly issned light Fontences for 

in the arvas where Soviet troops are stationed 

itary property and oven for the murderers of 

of this the Soviet mil cials did not have 

ut desized. the 

n accordance with 

coitld not averlook 

swith regard 


absence of Gove 
provinces. Ax reg 

Appointment the Soviet t 
assiated the Persian Government 


ing no foundatic 
facts, and it cannot be i 


to Persian subject 
officials and mifitars personnel 4 
interference in the judicial aflairs of Persia 
Activities on the part of certain Persian pol 
provinces, such as the incidents whieh took: place i 


(32429) 


Jitical parties in the, northern 
i Mianeh anid Maragheh, were 
14 
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referred to in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs’ memorandum, which connected 
such activities with the Democratic party of Persian Azerbaijan. Information 
received by the Soviet Embassy does not confirm the questions brought up in the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs’ memorandum. Tn any case, the incidents in the 
northern provinces of Persia which are connected with the activities of political 
parties constitute in fact Persian internal problems. Soviet officials and military 
Authorities have not interfered and do not interfere in the political life of the 
northern provinces. Therefore the Soviet Embassy strongly rejects the efforts 
tw transfer responsibility for these incidents from the Persian to the Soviet 
authorities, who have in'no way interfered in these incidents 

‘Since the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, to support its statements, thought it 
necessary tw appeal tothe Tripartite Pact, the Soviet Embassy is obliged to state 
that the above-mentioned pact, dated 1942, in fully and carefully observed by the 
Sovietn, 
‘At the same time, the Soviet Embassy is obliged to point out that the section 
of the above-mentioned pact connected with the maintenance of security inside 
Porsia is often not observed by Porsian officials; the behaviour of certain meaters 
of military and gendarmerie groups has not been consistent with the establish. 
ment of pemurity in the areas of their appointment. This matter was duly men: 
tioned ite iemorandum of the 20th August, 194, and in subsequent 


sorteypondenco from the Soviet Embassy. Information in the hands of the Soviet 


expedient, and it-must. be taken into com 
addition to the regular Persian army and 

dhould enter thoso atdas, then such action would lead to disturbances and blood. 
Shad in the northern provinces of Persia. ‘The Soviet Government wonld then 
fe obliged, for the maintenance of the security of the Soviet garrison, to bring 
in now reinforcements of their own, Aa the Soviet Government does not deere 
W bring reinforcements into Persia, doog not, therefore, deem it expedient for 
Porsian military reinforcements to enter the northern. provinces of Persia. 


larmerie stationed in thege districts 


(B 9995/70): (uy) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 47, Seeret, for the> Period 
‘Ted December to 4h December, 1043. Communicated in Tehran Dexpateh 
No, 4836 of 1A December—(Receieed im Foreigu Office 21st December) 


Persian Affairs 
Political. 

1. The Persian, though’ capable of spasmodic feats of bravery, ix not 
renowned for that dogged rand of courage which sustains prolonged resistance 
in adverse circumstances. His vanity leads him to. chink, that his vital mterests 
must be those of the entire world. He is ignorant of bow democracies work and 
how they conduet their diplomatic: business, He was dismayed that approaches 
made to the Soviet Government by the British and American Governments did not 
immediately elicit favourable replies. All these factors have combined to cast a 

oom over political circles and it is not surprising that the Persian's courage is 
Beginning to ooze away. The Majlis majority hebind the Prime Minister, seeing 
novimmediate or tangible resis from Ins policy of resistance, have beigut to waver 
and the minority, led by Dr. Musaddiq, with their policy of appeasement began 
to gain ground. Supporters of the Qawam-us-Saltaneh began to lobby on his 
behalf and some forty-five Deputies are believed to haye signed a document 
pledging their support of him. His policy, of which he makes no seoret, is that 
Of appeasement in general and, in particular, that of granting the Russians an 
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oil concession, agreeing to hold the elections on the original date and the removal 
of officials obnoxious to the Russians. Like most Persiaus, he is obsessed with the 
idea of his own cleverness and thinks that, if he were to come into power, ho could 
by prevarication and procrastination keep the Russians dangling on the end of a 
string ww outside the ranks of his country 
men would share. T coming aneeting of the three 
Secretaries in Moscow has s minished this gloom and given the Persians 
‘4 ray af hope that their problem may yet be settled. 
‘The Cabinet is taid to be coniderthg the idea of aking the tire Big 
Powers, and possibly France and China in addition, to supervise tho next elections 
so as to refute the Russian accusation that the Persian Government is renctionary 
3. The Soviet Embassy's reply to the Persian Govertiment’s rote of the 
November (ace paragraph 2 of Inst Intelligence Sutsmary) merely ferred to 
rsian Government to the Soviet Embassy's reply of tho 20th November (ae 
ix to last Intelligence Summary) to which it had nothing to ef 
the Persian Government dated the 4th December has not yet been anewere 
On the 26th November the Minister for Foreign Affairs addressed to 
His Majesty's Embassy a memorandam of which copies had been sent to the Sovi 
American, French and Chinese Embassies in Tehran. "This is.reprodiiced ax an 
appendix to this Tatelligence Summary, 


The Majic. 
5. At the Sessions of the 2nd, 4th and th December the attention of Dept 
was almost entirely devoted to eventa in Azerbaijan, The ouly Majhit business 
conducted was a dincusion of the Priton Reform Law at the request. of the 
Minister for Justice aud the tabling by the Minister of Finance of the Income Tax 

‘Amendment Bill 
Internal Security 

Azerbaijat 

6, . There in 2.6 Ube worse in. tho situation ax repurted in pa 
graph 7 of last Tatelligence. Summary. News from. mame. places, -esauine it 
Concerns Democrat activities, is given in thix paragraph for the sake of convenience 
even though thew places are outside tho boundaries of Azerbaijan. Bayt, the 
newly-arrived Governor-General, ised proclamation on the Srd Deceinber 
Addressed tothe people of the province,” No mention of the autouomiais wan made 
and he exprossed Iiix readiness. to, enter into, negotiations With represenlativ 
Of all classes aud strata of the population... He admitted the urgent eed. for 
reforms throughout, Persia, and, in particslar, in Azerbaijan. He. sleprecated 
attempts to secure there reforros’b we and murdor, Sle stated that he had 
instructed the police to maintain law aud order and appealed to all Azorbaijanin 
to anoperate in this task, According to reports received, the Democrats have #0 
far ignored Bayat's approaches. Voting for tho National Parliament exiled on 
the 2nd Dewewher. A Democrat paper has warned the Perxian army that the 
first shot fired by them will be the signal for huttle between the Democrats and 
the army 

‘Newn from the various centres is ns follows 

Tabriz—A. police officer wax murdered by the rebels outside hin oli 
hous a week ago and another: war murdered on the 8th December by five 
Caneasinns in civilian dress who! subsequently fled to a Rossian military 
billet. The effect on the Tabriz gurrison's morale is said to be bad. as the 
officers feel that they will be slanghtered ne by'ane while Ruswians Took on 
and render them powerless to resist, The Chief of the General Staff is 
the opinion that matiers are coming to a head in Tabriz and that the rebels 
will soon begin attacks on public buildings and the garrison in order to 
present a fait decompli fo the Moscow Conference when it meets 

 Maragheh.—No accarate information but a report from the General 
Ofiver-Cotomanding Tabriz Division tates that, after murdering tho 
governor, the rebels have left the town. 

A stara and Caspian Coust.—No change. 

Mianeh Xo change ; 

Zenjan—The governor is reported to be « prisoner in the hands of the 
pivie mbocup baling Din asc hemeatantonateuaameneetriatied 
heen arrested and removed to Tehran eame weeks ago. ‘The Democrat leader, 
Dr. Jehanshadlu, has assumed the duties of governor and ie issuing orders 
in the town. 

Tabris-Zenjon Road —No change but Sev paryeraph 12 below. 
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Jazein—From the Persian press and from atiother source comes the 
news that the goverhor has succecded in persuading the Tadeh pickets to 
permit the pasta ran of food-stuff4 in transit 

Miantoab—No chai 

Marand—This place, about midway between Tabriz and Julfs is now 
in Febel bands. They shot three prominent landlords. 

Sarab —Gonfiriation From two snes hus iw beet renal of report 
hoard as loug as ten days ago to the effec the military garrison 
of one platoon had been overpowered, disarmed and takes prisoner by the 

els, two officers an af the gendarmerie were taken outside 
the town and murdered in cold 6) 

‘Shahin Dej (previously known ax Sain Quleh)—The t¥beld who bold 
Bukan have now penotrated as far as this place which is sume fifty miles 
north-east of Saqqix where there is a strong military gacrisow 

Babbar in Mazanderan is reported ax being in Tudeh Ninds, and fi 
Mazandoran and Gilan in genoral Tudeh activities have much incredses. A 
ho rent campaign has been successfully launched among the peasants by the 
Toth si} Thie Mumsats Nave posted &sirongplcket of! the minin "Tea 
Kero} road about twenty miles west of Tehran, 

In Tehenn itself the town in quiet and the military forces are adequate 
to deal with any outbreak unless the rioters are reiteforved from ontside.. On 
the 8th December four lorries, driven by Rian soldiers, deposited at a 
Russian billet a total of about 100 Cancasians in civilian clothes 


Isfahan 

‘The movement against Murteza Quli Khan has fared up again and 

Bakhtiari Khans of the rival faction have been trying to stir up trouble 

in Chahar Mahal. A suinmons to return to Tafaban issued by the General: Officer 
Commanding Isfaban Divivion hax, s0 far, prevented the trouble spreading, 


Pare 
8 Some attempts havo recently beet: nude to compose the differences bet wees 

the Nasit Khan and Ali Khan branches of the Qashgat family. Nasir Khas 

reported to have offered to Ali Khan  wonthiy allowance of 30,000 tale. The 

latter bas not vot accepted this offer and would prefer a gift of land or, more 

aceratcly speaking the jst restoration of land previounly His” The 

‘of a monthly allowance, he feels, would brand hin ax Nasit’s ps 

‘liminiah hia prestige. It might also damage his reputation in the eyee of the 

Persian Government if, in the « 

part 


Appointments 
9.—(i) Muhammad. Nariman, Minister of Poste and ‘Telegeaphs, has been 
appointed Mayor of ‘Tehran in addition to his other duties. The 
muddon distnissal of Ghulam Hosein Mhteha) (8.0, $9, MLA17) ix 
believed to be due to pressure by the Russians with whom be wae 
highly unpopular ob account of his firm attitude to Tadeh agitators 
(ii) Abul Qusim Kahalzasleh to be, Director of the Propaganda Depart 
ment. (There is no information ax to the previous career of this 
obscure individual.) 


British Interests 

10. A statement in some Persian newspapers to the effect that large British 
reinforcements had been landed in South Persia was officially denied in the Daily 
News Bulletin. One newspaper came out with the fantastic story that several 
British battleships had arrived in the Shatt el Arab. 

11... The British military authorities propose to hand over to the Persian 
Government on varying dates between the Mth and 22nd December the 
following -— 

Kerman aerodtome, Kerman-Zabidan road, Zahidan-Mirjawa road, 

Zahidan aerodrome, British military buildings in Zah 
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12. The British Embassy courier van was stopped on its way to Tabriz on 
the 4th December at Zenjan by a picket of Democrat rebels, The driver showed 
his Russian pass but the picket insisted on examining the contents of the truck 
and even demanded that be open the various packages, This the driver re 

to do bat could not prevent the picket from entering the truck and se 

there was. The driver was obliged to drive toa garage while the rel 

decision. | Eventually two Russian officers arrived and, after explanations by the 
driver, they told the rebels that the truck should be allowed to proceed. 


American Interests 


13. Unfounded rumours published in some Persian newspapers, to the effect 
that large American military reinforcements had arrived in Tehran, produced 
an official denial from the American Embassy. The rumour was probably caused 
by the arrival of a draft of some 200 service personnel as guards for the Americas 
camp at Amirabad to relieve a similar number of men due for discharge. 


Russian Taterente, 


14. About a week ago local Armenian newspapers published an announce 
ment by Moscow Radio to the effect that the Council of National Represcutatives 
in Moscow, in view of the siumerous petitions received from Armonians resident 
abroad, had acceded to the request of the Government of S he 
gates of the Soviet Armenian Republic be thtowa open to Armenians wishing to 
They would be granted freo custome entry and advances of money 
houses up to 50 per cent. of the cost. Since then amall crowds of 
have bach scon daily outside the Sovict Consulate: Genera. in Tohrugy 
5 some propaganda to the same effect by the Archimandvite of dulfa 

(Isfahan) was reported in the Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary 
15. Reference paragraph 15 of Intelligence Summary No. 26, dated the 
8th July, 1945, the Under Secretary for War gave the British Military Attaché 
soine additional information about the losis incurred over the contract. for 
supplying the Russians with arms and ammunition from the arsenal. ‘The revised 

figures are as follows :— 


(Deliveries to Russians. 

41,950 Brno rifles at 910 rials each, though the cost prico to the Persian 
Government, was 2,002 1 

10,252 machine pistols at 71 ich, though the cost. price to. the 

neat was 2840 rial 

i at 1-46 rials each, though the cost price to the 
Persian Government was $40 rials, 

600,000. ramrods, for which no charge was mado, 

415 series of apare parts for machine pistols, for which no charge 
wan toade. 


(ii) Payments by Russians, 
The Russians have paid \— 


10,000,000 rials to the Persian Government, 

2.500.000 rials to Skoda. 

1,500,000 rials to Tran-Sovtrans for transport, 

5,000,000 rials as an initial advance to the Persian Government. 


At the same time the Russians are making. unspecified claims for 
‘materials and tools furnished by them for the anufacturing. on 
addition to 7,200,000 rials due in salaries to Russian specialists, 
experts and advisers 

(iv) The Russians proposed to settle by giving the Persian Government 
262,191 metric tons of steel. It is estimated that this would settle 
Russia's debt for the above material if calculated on the basis of 
$4,000 per metric ton. 

(v) Persian Government claim that, even if settlement as at (iy) is made 
(the matter is still under discussion as the Russians say "thoy await 
instructions from Moscow ") they have lost on the deal 80,485,772 rials. 
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Polish Interests 
16.” The movement of Polish refugees to the Lebanon Irs been in: progress 
for some weeks. Isfahan is vow clear of Poles and the oumbers in Tehran and 
‘Aliwiuz a at the 8th December was as follows 
Men. Women. Children Total 


Tehran 199 44 6 06 
Awaz ot 350 1.018 


1,006 416 1085 


Swedish Interests 


17M. Sven Harald Pou who was Swedish Chargé d'Aflaires in 
Tohran from October 1941 to Jane 145, has returned ak Swediah Minister and 
rresented his letters of credence to His Imperial: Majesty the: Shak on the 
bth December, “Dr. Gunnan.tarring, the coansellor of since December 
1042, has beet tronaterred to Addis Ababa. 


Tehvan, 9th Biocomber, YAS 


Axppendix: 
Th ry for Forvign Affairs to Hix Britannic Majesty's Embassy 


No. O24 
Sieateamt Tikron, ib Notember, 1946, 
The Tniperiat Miuiakry Yor Foreign Allaire prvscht their. compliinents to 
His Britannic Majesty's Eiabsay, ancl have the honour 6 etate-that 
‘As the embassy are aware, a limited tumber of people have had: recortse to 
certain measures in the Urtane 3and 4 of Azerbiijas, raised certaist undesirable 
Yolces and even ised a proclamation in mupport of their atatements with the 
result that they have created a which entirely violates the Organic Law 
and which is againat t y ‘Chaos 
‘and disorder is increasingly wi 
fattacked security officials, have oooupied 
ronds and disturbing trafto security. Ax a result the 
Owing to interruption of the telegraphic and telephonic commanications, no true 
Information ax to the situation of theit officials in these Ustans, and cannot, send 
necesanry instructions to the officinla concerned in a propee manner and be confident 
mg tuatructions will be ehrried ont 
views are Uhat if every individual, group or_gommun 
ny allegations to make, which are not Of a rebellious natar 
Government and the Organic Law, thes such leg 
illityeotabihieh 
Ito restore secu 


in the county. 
‘against the Central 
allegations will be examined and p 
Gintrict. AL the same time the Government is compel 
‘of auch elementa who may have recorrae to certain 


ndamental measures in order to 


find hanour of the country, to take certain. { 
asia and mainte nett throughout the 


tattle and main abe power of the Central 
‘country in the fateresta.of public. welfare. 

Feo atione of tik Imperial Covertinent, while taking’ into view the 
"exec ations extating, between hare a he. agreaile Ai 
rie in Slew Of the guarantees given in the proclamation issued by the 
Particularly io view Pp gners in Tohru and’ signed by Roosevelt, Stalin’ and 
Me Churthill are that the Allied Powers, whose military forces arg still in this 
eee enc ist having the right to interfere fn che internal allairs of the country 
seat press thete ews wont the measures and action taken by. the Cen 
‘roti orgrament nad taforin the Tinperial Government of the satore of 
leat mendations which they may have to make for the restoration o 
Tethose Dataus. Te is evident that they should also take into view the 
ao nee aan, with a view to maintaining sccarity and assuring peace and 
ae eralicy of the public. wil have to utilise the wecarity forves of the country 
Tretia suicient numberof them as reinforcements t wherever this be found 
by sending ae Tmperial Goverament’s forces shoald enjoy freedom of action 
neers is country it onder tobe able to stop the activities of the rebellious elements 


and fo-restore sectirity in the places involved. Ax they seem to intend to take 


friendship and good re 


ures shortly in the Ustans 3 and 4 which would be against Organic 
it is desirable that they should bear in mind that the matier is of great 
rgency, and the Persian Government therefore request: that the 
{authorities of the friendly and Allied Governments may give immediate 
instructions to quarters they deein expedient to extend the required assis 
‘anid co-operation, 


\ copy of this memorandum has been ment to the Embassies of the US.S.R, 
andthe United States in Tehran. A copy has also been F y of 
the Provisional French Government and a copy to the Chinese Embassy in Tehran, 


(Sealed) Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 


E 1026/70/34) a2) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 48, Secret, for the Period 
10th December to Oth December, 1043.--(Communieated in Tehran Dieepatch 
No, 443 of 18th December: received Stet December’) 


Persion A uire 


Patiticat 
DURING the past week events in Azerbaijan have moved rapidly to their 
inevit conclusion and have fulfilled to a ren: th jotion of 
His Majeaty'« Consul: Geoeral st Tabria recorded In Praga] lige 
Summary No. 46.” They are deaceed in paragraph & below The ftw round has 
trone fo tha rebels nd, for tho time being av east, Aserbafjen feta'tbo Reomstan tag, 
Meanwhile in Tehran certain detions by the Prine Mt 
to cstcange still further the Majlis mojority wile supported hits, Thee actions 
ary four a pumber, " Firaly, the Prine Misiater Fetuser to tak tho. haji 
wo hie confidence and. in reply to numerous questions, merely replies 
ioe to end the deadlock are Leing taken. Tver the Cabloct would 
Appore not to have teea consulted in sowe of his decisions. Secondly, he hea 
convened & “high council of elder statesmen. ‘That this council in entirely 
tnolicial has been atresed but all the samy, dheie-repitations and politen! 
leanings. do. © confdchce among the advocates of resistane. The 
Qawamar-Baltn min tho Tenor Zon6. aud whoss 
candidature for the premierahip the Rnesian-controlied press has long’ been 
advocating, makes no hecrot of Mix bolief in a policy of appeasement in general 
4 in particular, of granting an oll concen to the usslane, of removing 
officials sbnotioua £9 the Ramians and in holding the elections far the next Majlis 
Sued date. Mushtashar-nd-Dowleh i tool 
iy to the leader of the rebeln who atagwed the 
disturbances ti Zenjan- CAN Mande (Manaurcis Saltanch) though Invlligent 
and able, har a dubious record as. Governor General, In Aleshed, where “iis 
aty'» Comsil-Cleneenl recently described Kim ay either the Bétatn or the 
Quisling of Khorasan. Pirula, thengh honest, ix far advanced in senility 
Halo-ul Mlk Garagazia is inet and foolish Tt was ineitale thatthe sletin 
of etch met by Ohe Prine Minister ns his unolicial ndvisers should nonas ristrust 
Thirdly, without informing His Imperial Majesty the Shah or the British or 
Amerie Ausbusbadory: IRS Prue Slthacer his vege to Le Boriee Govern 
ment, through the Persian Ambassador in Moscow, that he and the Minister for 
Affairs should yo to Moscow “ for conversations.’ The possible 
conseaences of this are obvious and would provide fustifiation for the feaesan 
view, lo often expressed in the Mencow press and in the Rusrian-controlled Persian 
press, that the Azerbaijan offnir is a domestic one between Russia and Peraia and 
nul bot be raised to the statos of an international isme. Realising how greatly 
this direct approach will have weakebed the position of the British and American 
Sceretari fate, His Imperial Majesty the Shah prevailed upon. the Prime 
Minister to retrieve his mistake. as far as possible, by making a public appeal to 
the three Powers to retnove their troops from Persia immediately and by 
addressing a tequest to the three Governments that Persia should be represented, 
Snide @ of thy Teipartiie Testy; at any Ulamaons 1k Mose 
Persia. Fourthly, in his desire to avold any action provocative to the 
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Russians, the Prime Minister, against the advice of the Chief of the General Staff, 
despatched a telegram to the garrison at Tabriz ordering them to resist in principle 
(whatever that may mean), ordering the officers to dishand the soldiers, to destroy 
their arms and make their way to Tehran. 

3. While Persians continue to pin their faith to.a successful outeome of the 
Moscow Conference, there are few who regard the recent, Russian 
‘Azerbaijan as the limit of their aims in Persia. ‘That the Tudeh 
Gilan, Mazanderan and Khorasan will follow suit is their conviction, while the 
truly pessimistic aver that all these are bot first steps to a Russian domination 
of the whole country their acquisition of a warm water port on the Persian Gulf, 
their seizure of the Khuzistan oil and severance of Britain's communications 
between the Near East and Iné 


The Mojtis: 

4. Apart from speeches on the Azerbaijan situation the only noteworthy 
proceeding has heen the continuation of the debate on the Income: Tax. Law 
(Amendment) Bill 


Legislation, 
5. ‘The Cabinet have decreed that, as from the Sth December, the import 
and export of Persian currency notes will be strictly forbidden. Travellers will 
te allowed to bring in ot take out Persian currency to the value of 1,000 rial 
(about £7 102.) Hala in excess of this will be confiscated and offenders will be 
prosecuted. 
6. The 


-W Bil \s reported to define 
tho powers of provincial counells, the methods by which the councila will be 
clowted,.- The rapital town of each Ustan to have twelve representatives and each 
‘shabristan ” of the province to be repr by one member, all meeting. in 
the capital town of the province to form the council, Independent ™ shabristans,”” 
like Qnavin and Arak, will be repreented at the capital town of each Ustan by 
nix ruproventatives, abd the" districts” of such independent ‘* shabriatane 
by one representative. 


Internal Security, 
A rerbaijan 

7... Bayat, the Governor.Ceneral, bas returned to ‘Tehran as the Demoorats 
hud broken off rolations with him on the grounds that their plans had already 
bean made and could not. now be moditied, 

‘A ‘The elections for the Tabriz Deputies to the Azerbaijan Notional Council 
have boon concluded. . The provincial results are not yet to hand. There were 
in all forty-seven candidates for twelve seats. The “ successful " candidates all 
obtained from 21,000 to 23,000 votes, while none of the others received as many 
as fifty. The poll.is headed, by Pishaveri, who waa elected two years ago as a 
Tudeh candidate to the Majlis from Tabriz but who had. his credentials rejected. 
The wcond ie Biriya, a prominent Labour agitator educated in Baku, The tenth, 
Tpokchian, is a Tuleh member of the present Majlis, The eleventh, Mashinji, was 
‘ah unsuccessful Russian candidate for the Majlis. Amoog the general populace 
the attitude to the elections scems to have been one of indifference amounting to 
apathy, bat much activity was shown in conveying crowds of youths in lorries to 
the poll As most of these would be illiterate and as ballot papers had to be 
‘written on the spot, the superrising committee at each polling booth would not 
have been withont influence, ; 

‘9... The National Council, now styling itself the National Parliament, opened 
‘on the 12th December, The Soviet Constl-General attended the ceremony. The 
British, American, Turkish and Iraqi Consuls-General, though invited, di 
attond.” The National Parliament proceeded to the election of a Cabinet of eleven 
tnembers,, This Cabinet includes a Minister for War, 

10, ‘The manager of the National Bank received instructions from Tehran 
to hand over his cash to the Imperial Bank of Persia for safe custody. Though 
informed by the manager of the Imperial Bank of his readiness to accept it, the 
National Bank manager feared to carry out his instructions lest the transfer of 
the cash should be observed by the Democrats. The National Bank deposits are, 
therefore, now in rebel hands. 


_ 11. The press attaché of the American Embassy, who has just returned from 
a five-day visit to Tabriz, states that Pishaveri, in an inierview with hit 
admitted that the Democrais were receiving Russian support. ‘The press atta 
found the atmosphere of terror typified hy the difficulty of getting interviews with 
non-Democtats. He gained the impression that during the past few days events 
had been speeded up, probably in order to confront the Moscow Conference with 
a fait accompli 

, 12, Four British newspaper correspondents who applied to the Russia 
Consulate in Tehran through this embassy a week or moore ago for passes to enable 
them to proceed to Tabriz bave not yet received their passes 

fotlol._TM Mtuation in Azerbaijan from the military aspect is, briefly, as 


Tabriz.—The General Officer Commanding, of whose loyalty and will to 
resist th iof of the | Staff an 7 
scat b wiceor Lelagrepi 
that he and his garrison had heen invited by the Democrats to join their cause. 
‘The Democrats had stated that those officers who did not elect to Join them would 
be free to go, The General Officer Commanding nsked what reply he was to make. 
He was told ta resist message frou his Chief of Staff said that the 
Genoral Officer Commanding had personally gone over to the rebel anise and that 
i officers and men were still in barracks and were being sniped 
Chief of the General Stal prepared a ‘ordering thetn to resist to Uh 
but an prevente! from despatching it by the Prime Atinaten, Mims 
tnd His Imperial "Majesty the inated for it the 
summarised in pare 2 caaayre was rocel ved c woning 
the 14th to t vers were ready to leave for Tehran, Since then 
there has bee Aelographic communication with Tabriz and it is to be 
feared that the garrison and its arms ate i tebe hi rarrison, according 
to the Chief of the General Stal, numbered only 780", Theis arm sons! of 
rifles, ight automatice and three mountain guns. 

Resnieh-—Wireles-tolographic communication with ‘Tehran has been 
reestablished and the garriton of ero botalions is ill ia beerecka. onthe 
of shops by Democrats is reported, Some Caucasian Smtiigeants have recently 
arrived fre Taber 

Khoi and Shakpur are believed to be iu rebel hands. ‘There are tio Porxian 
sarens der 

iandoab—-The yarr i. a weak battalion of 200, reports by wireless. 
lelography that it is-besloged by. m farce, of nbout 3,000 Kurds Acta eal 
Democrats. A break-out to the south to join the Saqqiz brigade te impossible. Tt 
Be teperees still polaine “ The € of the Gi neal, Staff hax ordered a 
bavallon from Saqgis ta go ad attempt its extrication, iat it inumlinele he the 
Rosians and Kurs will allow this at aenont 

rdebil.-No ows and it ix feared that the garrison will disintegrate. 

Maraghoh No news of this company The Anglo Persian Oi Company" 

Other Troop Motements outside Azerbaijan —A Persian battalion is being 

). Arak (Sultanabad) and Malayir to Hamadan, which is an imy portant 
supplies for the capital and which hax no garrison. It could also deal 
rebel infiltration into that area sonthwards from Bukan and Shahin De; 


” of two battalions and a company of gendarmes which 
had been at Sharifabad near Qazvin ever since the Meeroping of the erlaty he 
returned to Tehran. Once the Government control of Azerbaijan had ceased and 
as long as the Russians refused to allow troops to enter Azerbaijan it served no 
useful purpose, 7 


Kurdistan 


14. It will be recalled that Hama Rashid, after sacking Baneh, fled int 
Iraq and gave himself up to the Traqi authorities in November 1044._- Negotiations 
for his extradition broke down and the Government of Traq would only agree 
idence for Hama Rashid at Kirkuk The Persian General 
to have received information that Hama Rashid has been allowed 

to leave or has escaped from Kirkuk and has artived at Penjwin on the Perso. 
Iraqi border. They fear that his presence there may endanger the recent and 
yeqarions peace socured in thit area by the sutrendey to the Pasian fortes of 

fahmud Khan Kanisenani, by the death of Mahmud Khan Dizli and i 

and surrender to the Traqi authorities of Hasan Khan Rezabh nt “? te Might 
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thon have toon further arrivals eet Ttram Maha 
aaa teamed ae 1 teeien ners 2 abel pies 
idgaf Asetajan and calls uo ll Avra to ear to thie 
Fee ea eT auead the ceiivations on the accenion of The 


twentieth anniversary of the university 


med the British Military Attaché on 

went had proclaimed ‘a Eeoeral 
nesty for the Tribes of Para’ and that has sed, hier Ariba 

that they will refrain from blacksna nvernment in its present pli 


16, ‘The Chief 
the th. Decemb 


A ppoiaimenta : 
pele i), Nase Qull Itimadi (Nast-ud-Dowleh) (Fore 101) hs been 
appointed Governor-General of the th Untan (Khorasan), ap 
Pm) Mehdi Fareukh (Mutssimm-on Saltaneh) (Foran, Otie 61; Mii 
1), Ad) has boon appoisted Governor General of the 70h Ustan (Fara) Tt was 
Sea A Ea (iv) of Intelligence Summary No-46 Uoat he had roftned 
tb appoint so have reconsidered bix decision aa it is announced 
re ietnrows that he will eave for Shiraz ite a fow days. 


Berrian Army : we of ight months! 
, Colonel Mazheri has lett for Paris to attend a coun pt meu 

durin athe Roeneh Sta Colle Tsar ean eater at he Pesan 

seen Cations and was ope of the Persian Military Mission invited to Mide 


i ne am Excellency the Ambasador left Tehran on the 14th December to 
attend the Foreign Secretaries’ Conference in Moscow 


Tehran, WGth December, 1943. 


(E 315/315 /38) (18) 


Seeret, for the Period 


Military “Actach's Intelligence Semuary No. 49, ganromet 


17th December to Wir December, 15—(Communicated 


Despateh No. 449 of 40h December, 1945; Receive 10th January, 1940:) 


Perviin Affairs. 
Political, moyenne 
THOUGH impoitant ews’ bas come from Azctaijan, except for nome 
tscitemont on the 19th, Deceraber, caused by the arrival in Tehran of the tenerat 
Officer Commanding, Tabriz, interest seems to have shafted to Me 
Of tense expectancy as to the outcome of the conference prevails. ss 
2 On the 15th December in the Maj the Prime Minister made Wis long, 
peated speech on An ea the Huctane nore directly of imerfering 1 
Mie Peitoalaflars of Persia. He reiterated his intention to proceed to Moscow. 
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In this connexion it is learned that the Pen 
tunsucoessful in his attempts to contact any resp 
Foreign Affairs. They invariably plead pressure of business as an excise for not 


The programme of the Azerbaijan Government, as reported by Radio 
d published in the Tudeh organ Rahbur of the 18th December, is repro. 

duced as Appendix "A" to this summary 

4 An account of the inangural meeting of the Azerbaijan National 
Assembly, taken from the paper Rahbar of the 18th December, is published as 
‘Appendix ‘“B'" to this summary 

5. An article in the Russian paper Praeda of the Mth December, 
discussing the question of the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Persia: states 
that “* in reality. there is no question at all, as the Soviet 
of 1942 clearly defines the tasks, conditions and period of 
in Persia.”” While there is nothing new in this attity 
heard when the article goes on to say that '* in any case, ander the Soviet: Persian 
Treaty of 1921, the Soviet Union has the right to bring ite troops into Persiatt 
territory.”” For the benefit of those recipients of this Intelligence Summary. who 
have not a copy of the treaty referred 10, the followitig relevant 
reproduced here 


Anglo-Persian ‘Treaty 
stay of Soviet t 
& more auitioux note ix 


aragraph is 


“VL Ifa third party shonld attempt to carry out a poliey of usurpation 
by means of armed intervention in Persia, ot if such Power should a 
to use Persian territory as a base of operations against Russia, ot If a for 
awer should threat al Russia or those of its alll 
id if the Persian be able to put a atop to much 
after having called upon to do'so by Hussia, Russia shall 
have the right to. troops into the Persian interior for the purpose 
carrying out the military operitions necessary for ite defence. Reena 
undertakes, however, to withdraw het troops fram Persian territory ne sour 
ais the danger has beon removed.” 


ign 


It would appear that the writer of the article has an elastic conscience or 
that he failed to notice the prevediag paragraph which stator that the two high 
contracting parties undertake: 


the formation or presouce within their respective 

ies of any organisations oF groups of person, irrespective of the 
e by which they are known, whose object is to engage in acta of hostility 
ast Persia or Russia, or ayainint the allies of Rusia 


‘The ninth and tenth days of Moharram passed off quietly in ‘Tehran 

g processions had been steictly banned by the Military. Governor ae ik 
was thought that lands of armed hooligans might be assembled under the guise 
of religious fervour 


The Majlis. 
7. At tho session on the 133th December the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill 
Was passed by a majority vote of 81. A translation will appear in a later jas 
of this Intelligence Summary. "At the session on the 18th, December the Prime 
Minister made a lengthy specch about the situation in Azerbaijan and the steps 


taken by his government. The speech was frequently applauded. (See par 
graph 2 above.) 


Internal Seowrit 
Azerbaijan if 


5. On the 19th December Sartip Darakhshani, (.0.C. Tabriz, accompanied 
by 14 of his officers, arrived in Tehran by Soviet plane. He hud, appupentie 

ht better of his decision to join the tebel army and availed bimelt of whe 
invitation given previously by Uhe Democrats that those oficers who did not wish 
to join them would be free to leave. He is now under arrest and will be tried ie 
Tt was reported in the press on the 28rd and 24th December thet 
0 officers of the garrison have arrived in Tehran by motor conch neat 
train. This leaves about $0 still in Tabriz awaiting transpor the 750 rank 
and file all are reported to have fled, about one-third of them taking there aros 
‘The total of arms seized by the rebels in the deserted barracks is about 800 rifles, 
18 machine guns and one mountain gun. 
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9. ‘The latest news about other garrisons in Azerbaijan is as follows -— 
AMiandoab—Garrison surrendered. A party of 85 gendarmes made its 
ceseape to Saqiz los ‘on the way in casualties and desertions 
Ardebil. Garrison surrendere 
Maragheh 
Resaieh.—No definite news bat Moscow radio reported that fighting is 
in progress 
Pshbin Shahr—This small place (60 miles north-west of Ardebil) was 
‘omitted from a list of Azerbaijan garrisons previously given to the B.M.A. 
by the C.G.S. It is now learnt that its garrison of one platoon has sur 
rendered after losing two officers and half its strength killed. 


Other troop movements consist of the despatch of a battalion from the Sa 
garrizon to Bijar to protect Hamadan 

10. According to the Governor of the National Bank, the balances at the 
‘Tabriz branch which fell into rebel hands (see paragraph 10 of last Intelligence 
Summary) amounted to 40 million rials (about £300,000), most of which repre 
sented! private and not P ament deposits. According to the same 
authority, the National 6 ‘Azerbaijan has had the effrontery to ask 
for more funds ree, been refused 
It is possible that the Azerb notes 
of ite own, Meanwhile it has prohibited the drawing of more than 20,000 rials 
(£154) on any private account and has advertised the sale of 100 tons of P 

1 which should bring in about 6 million rials (about £45,000) 
xe of the Governor of Zenjan for two Tudeh members (see 

paragraph 6 of Intelligence Summary, No, 47) has now heen completed and the 
governor hax returned to Tehran 

12. His Majesty's Consnl-General Tabriz reports that the town is quiet with 
the Democents exercising strict control, ‘Their armed forces appear to be less 
than before, 


Gilan, Masanderan and Gurgan. 
13, According to reports reaching the general staf from Persian polirw 


sources and reports (*) received in this embassy from other sources, Tudeh activity 
in those provinces is increasing. Recent arrivals and departures of Soviet troops 
show an overall deposit of son ig in the area. ‘The Tudeh party 1» 
ald to be preparing a proclamation of autonomy for ‘*Tabaristan.” (This 
Clansical geographical name properly covers the provinces of Mazanderan and 
Gurgan, but is certainly intended to include Gilan also.) 

From that and other sources comes the news that they are calling for 
volunteers and appear to be anxious to build up an Azerbaijan army of sufficient 
strength to oppose any Persian forves sent against thei if and when the Russian 
troops withdraw, Recruits are reported to have been offered 150 rials per mensem 
n addition to clothing and food. 


Bakhtiari 

14, Murteza Quli Khan has been summoned to Tehran for discussions, He 
is stated to be loth to obey thin summons as long as that firebrand Abul Qasim Khan 
is left behind in Bakhtiari to sow the sceds of dissension and possibly revolt in his 


absence. 


Fars, (See paragraph 

15. Allusion to this “general amnesty” has been made in the press 
Coupled with the amnesty was a permission to“ bear arms with a licence during 
the present crisix”” The Russian controlled press has not been slow to detect in 
this an arming of the southern tribes by the reactionary Government of Persia 
which seeks thereby to start a civil war between these tribes and its freelom 
loving subjects of Azerbaijan. : 

16. Mehdi Farrukh, the newly-appointed Governor-General of Fars, has 
arrived in Shiraz. He called on His Majesty's Ambassador before leaving and 
tated that he would seek the advice of His Majesty's Consul in Shiraz on all 
natters affecting the welfare and security of his province 


Appointments. 
hmad Ali Baniadam to be Governor of Shiraz and Deputy 
jeral of Fars 
(ii) Imad Mumtaz, Director-General of the Tribal Department of the 
Ministry of the Interior, to he Governor of Meshed and Deputy 
Governor-General of Khorasan. 
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(iii) Abmad Qadimi Navai to be Persian Consul at Quetta. 
(iv) Yuwuf Sadiq to be Persian Consul at Kerbela, © 
(¥) The Persian Press announces the appointment of Hashem Sahl 
Director of the Agricultural Bank. as Minister of Commerce, 
dustry and Mines—a portfolio hitherto vacant in the present 


(Vi) The same communiqué announced the appointment of Allahyar 
il Fahimi appointed "* Ustandar of the West,” i-r,, Gove 
al of Kernunshal. An unconfirmed report syst 
denied his appointinent to this post and has challenged the 
Prine Minister's night-to drop him from the Cabinet. lava 
(F.0, 198-M.A. good authority, 
aidvocaie 
a policy of appeasement ise the Hussain the crisis, 
The other two are General Muhanad Husein Firaz and Nariman 
Fahimi, as a member of Sacd's ( ‘of August 1044 to November 
1944, which refused the Russians an oil concession, incurred Russian 
wore. His reappearance, as Minister without Portfolio in 
Bayat's Cabinet (November 144-April 1945) and as Minister of the 
Interior in Hakimi’s Cabinet of November 1045 re-kindlod this 
iment. More recebtly he has been attacked by Dr, Muraiddiq 
eis believed to hve coral 
te : He recent chang, therefore, 
has the appearance af a sop to the Russians. 


British Intereste 


18. The following item of news appeared in a rovent issue of the Daily News 

Bulletin in Tehean:— A sind 
A few days ago rumours appeared in a Tehran paper that a British 

firm was exploiting chrome deposits in Iranian Baluchistan, Thin ab 

allegation was. de the BDC. in its Persian service of 
Tith December. It was not considered necesaary to repeat the denial in this 
‘country, since, of course, anyone ia free fo go to Balnchistan to ae. the facta 
for himself, The same applies to other equally ridiculous rumours of what 
in happening in Baluchistan, Commentatore point out that so far no 
independent witnesses have been permitted to proceed to the north to investi 
te barges, of legal exploitation of petrleom in, Azerbaijan and 

za 


American Interests 


rabad near Tehran, though included 

ping aésets on the basis of 7h per cent. of theit 

original cost, was actually sold to His Imperial Majesty tho Shah who presented 
it to the university of Tehran. Ata formal ceremony in tho presance of the 
Shah the American flag was huvled down and the camp handed over. The 
ceremony was marred hy a rash of looters who fell upon the camp as soon as the 
American guards were withdrawn, Telephones were the chief attraction, but, 
according to ave witness the mob tried to ren werything that was not 
20, The American Military Mission has recently received some officer 
replacements and reinforcements. The wives of General Ridley and two of his 
senior staff bave also arrived. ‘Though no official announcement of the prolonga 
tion of the eonteact of the mission has been made, it would appear that the mission 
expect to stay for a year at least. Results of their work are less and less in 


Russian Interests 

sular diaries for November received from Zahidan report some 

n officials in South-East Persia. They have contacted 

their commercial agents and have made enquiries about the 

strengths of British troops in the area and the extent of British trade. Their 
chief tribal contaet appears to be Sardar Muhammad Reza Khan Purdili 


Tehran, 2rd December, W945, 


(82420) 

















































































































182 


Appendix A. 


The Programme of the Azerbaijan Government. 

IN the programme of the Azerbaijan National Government it is stated 
that :— 

‘The Azerbaijan National Government starts its functions with the object 

» end to all the hardships and difficulties of the it 
its programme as follows 
It should be announced to all men and to the public throughout the 
world that Azerbaijan has obtained autonomy within the boundaries of Persia. 
‘The Government is obliged, with a view to consolidating Azerbaijan's autonomy 
to approach the Central Government and to obtain the agreement of th 
central authorities 

2. ‘In order that a national government may be formed in conformity with 
the desire of the people, the public must be allowed to share in the administrative 
affairs of the country by provincial councils, 

‘3. With a view to the development of the provinces the election of provincial 
councils must be started. 

‘4 Honest and liberal persons must be appointed as Bakhshdars and 
Farmandars 

. The gendarmerie and police must be cleared of treacherous elements and 
criminals, and the gendarmerie and police activities must be so regulated as to 
ensure public tranquillity anid convenience, 

6. A budget must be drawn up after the full needs of Azerbaijan have been 
studied and estimated. 

7. With a view to defending Azerbaijan's autonomy the armed detach 
ments formed in the provinces must be converted into national guards 5 

8. In the matter of education two problems must be solved: (1) The 
Azerbaijan language must be taught and made official in all schools and depart 
nents. (2) Compulsory education must be enforeed so as to make the public 

rato, andl steps must be taken to establish a national university of Azerbaijan 
with a view to providing an educational cadre 

9, In connexion with industry, great importance must be attached to the 
expansion of industry in the county 

"The National Government will acquire the necessary means to develop 
commerce, and will endeavour, by the expansion of industry, to meet. the require: 
ments of the people. 

10. The establishment of complete order and discipline on all telegraph 
and telephone communication lines and the repair of roads and highways. 

11. Tn order to remove any differences between peasants and landowners, 
laws to be enacted which will afford satisfaction to both parties. 

12. With a view to fighting unemployment and eliminating it, the Crown 
lands and property belonging to reactionary elements who have escaped from 
Azerbaijan to be distributed among the peasants The latter class also to be 
helped through agricultural banks in order that they may be able to buy the lands 
which the landowners are prepared to sell at reasonable prices 

19, In order to ameliorate the living condition of the public, the artisans 
and guilds to be helped. 

14. With a view to ameliorating the living conditions of labourers, laws 
including Labourers’ Insurance Law, to be passed and enacted. 

15. ‘The Government of Azerbaijan, who attach great importance to hygiene, 
will provide free menns of treatment for the public 

16, The Government of Azerbaijan, who believe in private ownership, will 
support all measures showing initiative and which are aimed at increasing wealth 
and finance. 

17. The Government of Azerbaijan admits full respect towards freedom of 
thought, faith and conscience. 

18. The Government of Azerbaijan admits equal rights for various 
nationalities resident in Azerbaijan, such as the Armenians, Kurds, A 
along with the inhabitants of Azerbaijan, and will allow them to stndy their 
native tongue 

19. The Persian Azerbaiian Government recognises the Central Government 
and will carry out its orders so long as it does not contravene the laws and decisions 
of the National Consultative Assembly of Azerbaijan 
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Appendix B. 
The Inauguration of the National Assembly of Azerbaijan, 


WEDNESDAY, the 21st Azar, 182% (12th December, 1945), will be considered 
an historic date in the history of the valiant Azerbaijanis, and future generations 
Will celebrate this victorious day. On that day the nation of Azerbaijan, by 
founding their National Assembly in a very honourable manner, proved to’ the 
World that they are mature and seif-dependent and can decide their own destinies 
and that they are the rightful persons to manage their own houses. On Wednesday 
morning the Deputies of Tabriz and those of other towns and districts gathered 
together in the Assembly's public hall. Great crowds gathered in the street to 
watch the opening of the Majlis. At 9 a.m. a public session was held at which 
about eighty Deputies were present, M. Nizam-ud-Dauleh Rafi’i was elected as 
President of the Assembly and opened the first public session of the Azerbaijan 
National Assembly by making a short inaugural speech. The internal regulations 
of the Assembly were read out by Vulla’i, were fully explained by Pishehvari, and 
Were all passed. ‘The presidential body of the Assembly was then elected by n 
sceret vote. Haji Mirza Ali Shabistari was elected ns Speaker and MM. Padi 
and Judat were elected as his deputies; and Azima and. Vulla' as secretaries 
The Speaker then provounced the desire of the majority in connexion with 
Pishehvari’s premiership and appointed him to form a Government, In the 
afternoon of the sume day the Cabinot was formed and presented to the 
‘Assembly 

Sayyid Jafar Pishehvari: Prime Minister 

Dr. Javid = Minister of the Interi 

Minister of the National Forces, 
ster of Agriculture. 

Muhammad Birja= Minister of Education, 

Dr. Urangi: Minister of Health 

Ghulam Riza Iihami: Minister of Finance. 

Yusuf Agima: Minister of Justice. 

Kabiri: Minister of P.T. and Ronds. 

Rawoli : Minister of Commerce and Economics 

Minister of Labour will be appointed later 

Zainol Abedin Qiami was appointed as head of the Supreme Court, and 
M. Ibrahim ax Public Prosecutor of Azerbaijan by Pishehvari and it was stated 
that, as they had no intention to separate from ister for Foreign 
Affairs will be mppointed, and that their M Affairs will be 
the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Later the Prime Minister submitted 
the Cabinet's programme to the Assembly; it was passed by a majority vote. 


ee ae i ae 
(B 319/815/34) (a) 


itary Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 50, Sec ie Peri 
24ih December to 301k December, 1045,~(Commvteated ta fekran Despaich 
No. 458 of B1st December, 1945; Received 10th January, 1946.) 


Persian Affairs. 

Beata an Aff 

SUCH news as has appeared in communiqués on the Moscow Conference and 
such information as has so far been given to the Persian Government and the 
deductions made therefrom by intelligent Persians have caused widespread 
despair. Tt is too early to appreciate the full effets but. a sharp decling in British 
Prestige and a further weakening of Hakimi’s Cabinet are already noticeable. 

‘Two political forces appear to be working. The first is a move by Hakim 

himself to get rid of those Ministers obnoxious to the Russians. Fi as gone. 
Hajhie's displacement is imminent. Without informing General Riazi of his 
decision, Hakimi has approached General Yazdan Panah with the offer of the 
War Ministry. The latter refused. The second is a move by the Right to 
overthrow Hakimi’s Cabinet and introduce one with more will to resist. Advice 
hhas been tendered to the effect that a change would be premature until His 
Majesty's Ambassador retarns with more detailed information about what has 
transpired at Moscow and with advice as to the course now to be puraued, 


(32429) x3 
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3. The election of Provincial Councils (see paragraph 6. of Intelligence 
Summary No, 45) is engaging the attention of the Persian Government and 
instructions to this end have been issued to Provincial Governors. It is not 
clear whether they will be elected according to the original law providing 
them (which is in many details out of date) cr by on amended law now said to be 
ready for presentation to the Majlis. Many Persians believe that the setting up 
of these councils at this time is dangeroas and that they will merely provide » 
Iggal way of creating a situation in other provinces similar to tha recently created 
illegally in Azerbarjan ars, naturally, are chiefly over the provinces 
Of Gilen, Mazanders mm, which are still in occupation by Russian 
troops. 

Tt De. Siyasi, Dr, Kishayare 
of the Uxbegistan Republic to 
University, have returned to Te 

5. The Persian delegates to the United Nations Organisation which is to 
meet in London on the 10th January are as follows: The Pi 
London, Nasrallah Tntezam, Mustafa Ad! (Mansur-us-Saltench). Seyyid Bair 
Kazemi, The following are attached to the delegation Abul Hasan Fakir 
Fazlullah Nabil, Assadullah Bayendor. 


The Majlis 

6, Since the 28rd December the Majlis hns met daily. A one-twelfth budget 
Bill to cover the period of Azar 1324 (22nd November-2tst December, 1945) was 
jawed. ‘The Bretton Woods Agreement has been ratified unanimously 


Internat Security 

Azerbaijan 
7. ‘The gartison of Rezaich hax surrendered. Tt was the sole remaining 
Persian military force in Azerbaijan. A Tass agency message of th 
18th December reported that the commander of the garrison had been wreakin 
venguance on those inhabitants who were in sympathy with the Democrats 
His Majesty's Act > visited Rezaich on the 22nd 
bor, reported miocrate had been in complete control of the 
the 10th De rrinon having surrende der, 
Zanganeb, is boli prisoner in Democrat hands The 
‘ollicers, as Well as the balance of the Tabriz off er arrived 
Tehran of are on their way. Only one, » Hormne Farivar, is reported 
ve joined the rebel army, Reward sec, atrocities committed by the 
iol before ita murrendlor, His Majesty's Acting Conanl-Genoral. reports 
That on the 15th December a column of gondarmes, xupported by light tanks, drove 
fh party of armed Dewocrate from tho village of Dedhar Baksh situated about 
L mile from Rezaieh, From the e of the Chaldean inhabitants of the 
Village it appears the cd tio castialties and that no villager 
ned fire on the Pers mmmander roaintainis that he 


Tho light tank in said by 
driven over the bodies of those killed. ‘The Soviet Vice-Consul | 
Seoue and photographed the bodies, The Russian press will make the 
this affair, 

R. His Majesty's Acting Consul: m Marogheh, where 
all ie quiet with the Democrats in control Anglo-Iranian Oil Company's 

anager whose warder wae reported Jn the last Intelligence Sum 

ave been killed on account of his being a landowning capitalist an 

is association. with the company. 

9. In general Azerbaijan is quiet with Government officers functioning 
under Democrat control and police, sided hy Democrat volunteers, maintaining 
strict order 

10. A recruiting drive for the “Azerbaijan People’s Army" opened in 
‘Tabriz on the 19th December. Some fifty horsemen and 2,000 infantry volunteers 
were brought into the town, ‘The section commanders carried Tommy guns and 
the rank and file rifles, A few light machine guns were also seen. 

11. General Hasan Mugaddam, a former Governor-General of Azerbaijan, 
has left for Tabriz by Soviet plane. ‘He has vast estates between Maragheh and 
Miandoah. He is reported to have been offered a post in the Azerbaijan National 
Government. He is a brother- of Kabiri, the Azerbaijan Government 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs and Roads He is clever, able and unscrupulous. 
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12. Financial difficulties may cause the Azerbaijan Government to. declare 
its complete independence. It has acvnsed the Central Government of attempting 
to starve it by cutting off funds and strangling trade. The National Bank has 
ceased payment. There are two stall private banks which are being taken over 
by the National Government. ‘The Perso-Soviet Bank has never influenced trade. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Tran is still functioning. No purchaser for the 100 tons 
of Persian Government sugar has yet come forward. ‘The National Government 
has demanded 30 million rials from the Central Government for the payment of 
officials’ salaries for the next six months 

13. Another source reports that three types are distinguishable among the 
Democrats’ armed forces, viz. — 


(@) Officers and soldiers of the Red army in civilian clothes, dressed in dark 
bine coat and “plus fours” tucked into the ordinary. ahort black 
ther Russian boot. They are armed with light machine guns and 


Muhajirs"') imported into Azerbaijan by the Russians, 
They are clad in leather coats and fur hats and armed with rifles and 
machine pistols of Persian arsenal n facture, 
(©) The native Azerbaijani armed variously with iron-shod sticks and Brno 
rifles of Perai ‘manufactnre. 


14. Mr. Harold Minor, chief of the Eastern Department in the American 
State Department and a former secretary in the American Embassy in Tehran, 
who came to Tehran a fortnight ago to study events in Azerbaijan, has not been 
able to proceed to Tabriz as the Russian authorities have refused to give him a 
pass Six Ameri ish journalists have likewise heen prevented from 
entering “is in no way interfering in internal affairs.’ 

15, Some short personality notes on the members of the Azerbaijan National 
Government are given in Appendix A to this Summary. 


Khorasan 

16. A consular report states that Muntasir, brother of Saulat, is organising 
an anti-Government yang near Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam in order to revenge his 
brother's death. He is receiving Tudeh support. The same report states that the 
Bicharanla Kurds near Shirevan and Quen are armed and in sympathy with 
the Tudeh party. Tt will be recalled that Saulat-ue-Saltaneh, a Hazara chief, 
rebelled against the Persian Government in January 1942 and was killed while 
attempting to escape from a gendarmerie post in the autumn of 1943, 


Fars 
17, Mehdi Farrakh, the newly appointed Governor-General, has had a chilly 
reception. A movement to boycott him and force him to retin 
the work of Khosrow Qushgai, was frustrated by the efforts of the Qawam-ul 
Mulk, who persuaded Nasir Khan Qashgai to desist from this unwise pl 
Nasir Khan is reported to have realised that any disturbance in Fars at th 
juncture will only embarrass the Central Government at a time when their hands 
‘are full and play into the hands of the Russians. 
18, The of the general amnesty (referred to in paragraph 18 
of the last In 3) ha had a good eflect according toa conrular 
report, from ves both sides cause for satisfaction. TU removes from 


of messages to 
ran conveying the loyalty and support of nearly all the tribes of Persia. 


Kurdistan 

19. During the past few weeks the Democrats have occupied the stage in 
Azerbaijan and very little news has been received about Kurdish affairs or Kurdish 
Teactions to the seizure of power by the National Government of Azerbaijan. 
According to Kurdish sources of doubtful value in Tehran the Kurds are far from 
happy at the turn which events have taken, They have been drawn into the 
Russian orbit and have obtained some arms and ammunition, a printing press and 
a free excursion to Baku. On the debit side they bave estranged the Governments 
of Persia, Iraq and Turkey and have soflered military defeats at the hands of the 
first two. So far no Russian promises of an independent Kurdistan have beet 
folfilled. They are not interested in agrarian or labour reforms. They have not 


(32429) x4 




































































136 


been given posts in the new Azerbaijan Cabinet. ‘They may well be thinking 
that all they have achieved is the exchange of a Persian Government for an 
Azerbaijani Democrat Government. 


Persian Army. 

20. Reference paragraph 13 of Intelligence Summary No. 48, the General 
Staff has decided to find the battalion for Hamadan from Saqgiz so as not to 
decrease the Tehran garrison, 

‘After the elimination of the Persian army garrisons in Azetbaijan, the 
only Persian troops remaining inside the Russian Zone (stretching from the Perso- 
Traqi frontier near Ushnuyich to the Perso-Russinn frontier near Sarakhs) are 
the following — 


At Meshed, one infantry regiment, one artillery battery, one battalion 
‘of engineers. 
At Bujaurd, one cavalry regiment. 


Appointments 
(A: Civil) 
(i) Abbas Quli Ardolan to be Treasurer 
(ii) Ahmad Salahi to be Governor of Hamadan rice Sardar Akram. 
(ii) Hurmuz Abmedi (Bakhtiari) to be Governor of Burujird. 
(iv) Buren Kalhor, an Inspector in tho Ministry of the Interior, to be 
rernor of Firdaus (formerly known as Tun) in Khorasan 
(v) Dr, Muhsin Nase, formerly Governor of Mazanderan, to be Director 
Ministry of the Interior, 
(vi) Dr. iad (Hakim-uie-Saltanch) to be Under-Secretary in 
tho Ministry of Faith, 
(vii) Ismail Haki overnor of the Agricultural Bank 
Masa Shai } to be Director of the Direct and 
Department of the Ministry of Finance. 
(ix) Abdul Husein Bihniya to te Director counts and 
‘Audit Department and Chief of the Budget Depart 
Ministry 
(x) Muhsin to be: Director-General of the Inspection Departinent in 
Minintry of Fi 
to be Director-General of the Ceded Properties 
Department in the Ministry of Fi 


x 
been placed. “Sem disponibilité.”” Mahmud Darakbshan bas replaced 
Sipiie and Dr. Muhsin Nasr (see (¥) above) has replaced Fatimi, 

(xiii) Abul Hasan Thtehaj and Abdullah Daftari have been re-elected by the 
Majlis as Governor and Deputy Governor of the National Bank for 
fa further period of three years. 

(Bs Military)— 
() Colonel Murteza Zahidi to be head of the Personnel Department of the 
General Stal. 
(ii) Colonel Hnsnin Mutamid to be Deputy Director of the Officers’ Training 
College 
Brazilian Interests 
23, His Excellency Senhor Abelardo Bretanba Bueno Do Prado, the nevly 
arrived Brazilian Minister to Persia, presented his letters of credence to His 
Imperial Majesty the Shah on the 20th December. 


Yugoslar Interests, 
24, ‘The Persian Government has recognised the new Yugoslav Government. 


Tehran, 30¢h December, 1945. 
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Appendix A. 


Reference Appendix B to the last Intelligence Summary, some short 
biographical notes of the members of the Azerbaijan Cabinet are given below 


1. Seyyid Jaafar Pishehoari—Prime Minister. Age 50. A native of 
Tabriz, but is little known there, having spent most of his life in Tehran and 
elsewhere. Was imprisoned in Tehran as a Bolshevik in the time of Reza Shab, 
A prominent member of Tudeh Iran, he has published the Tehran newspaper 
A shir for the party. He came to Tabriz in 1944 exclusively for the elections, and 
his candidature was supported in every possible way by the Russians." His 
credentials were subsequently rejected by the Majlis. He is supposed to be a 
careerist rather than a man of firm political convictions. He now appears to have 
changed his title "" Mir” to '* Seyyid."” 
2. Dr. Salamulioh Javid.—Minister of the Interior. Nothing is known 
except that he is believed to be a Jew from Mesh 
3, Jaafar Kavian.—People's Army Minister. Nothing is known except that 
he is a Deputy for Marand in the '* National Assombly.”” 
4. Dr. Mahtash,—Minister of Agriculture. He is a veterinary surgeon 
formerly in charge of pubio health arrangements at the ‘Tabriz slaughter house 
5, Muhammad Birya (vot Birja)-Minister of Education. Age about 40 
rman of the Workers” Union; his appointment to the Ministry of 
reputation as a composer of light verse 
y in organising the workers, but he has no 


is known of hit, 
finance, He was formerly head of 
the ipality and_was removed from his post hy tho Central 
Government earlier this year for disloyal activities; he has presumably some 
administrative experience. but is false, wily, hypocritical and a great gambler 
uf Azima-—Minister of Justice. He was formerly Public Prosectitor 
istricts of Azerbaijan and was likewise discharged by the Central 
overnment a few months ago. He was notoriously pro-Russian, an ardent Tudeh 
member and showed his partisanship openly in the Liqvan affair last August. 
9, Rabi'é Kabiri.—Minister of Public Telephones and Roads, He is a native 
f the Marageh region; said to have been of a wealthy family, but has squandered 
is patrimony and is now burdened with debts, has been most active I raising 
easants of the south and probably has the blood of several landlords on his 
« he has been in practically absolute control of the Marageh region for 
several months past. He is a brother-in-law of General Hasan Mugaddam, 
10. Reza ter of Commerce and Economics. He ix a former 
municipal empl 
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Swimning pool. “Ho owns cinch projector and Kingdom with the Amn Sd te 1087 and. 1098 
ives regular showings of Beitish ss Sha. When Lives tnoatly at Riyal, vnting the Hejat tly for 
His Majesty's Ministce visited Hivadh ia February be pilgnmunge. Sand ta be popular with te tab 
1962 80'0d Uroke with Arsbinn euntorm by inetieg eo be being’ brought. gradually 
Ur ladies of the pa ae prose 
Filia, was born a Avie Bao 
ddaugher ofthe Arnie Pay Majesty's Mioister and the King at Riyal in March 
16 Ueing allowed by’ his fa Increasing 1942. Visited Todia for health rensoh in ne 1D 
share ia the internal sdeinistration of the entry together with Manaue Sor (0) nad Shaikh Abdullah 
And wu present at mans ul the aodenoee betwen Suliman (No. Al). Owing to their indent nod 
iis Stajenty's Min extravagant living their vallwoe not» wlccten 
1043 and March 1044. "Appointed Commander ta, Rataroed in Optoker 1043, Acctnpanted his eae 
(hie of the Saba army #8 March 1044 to Egypt for the mootings with President Resoavelt 
(0) Payeat iy “Abdul--Asle—Vicetuy of he and Me. Churchill in February 1048. He, sopethoe 
Hoyas is bin father ith two other jey-riding qwinoes (Feld wn 
Preideot of the Sr Nawwitece Ut of son Dslow), necompanted 
A Aheary, ‘War, Sadi daloputon tothe fan Prana Conference in 
Woh in'or Ape 1943, 
stout 1s, Sbeykh Mlle (8) Khalid ibm. “AbduLAsie-—Rorn in ot about 
Wahba Heligoot and ha» at least ad 3010, Acted as Viceroy of the Hoje in 1089 (se (3) 
Athan nical of ie Drothers of above). Visited the United Rinudomo with the Avot 
is ineligence and powers of obwervation Faia! in 1990" Pull Uther and tonstant companion 
Jin lived wontly of tate yours in the compara of Awit Mubamnmad (4) ston. Aseompanied. hin 
Lely eilliaed surroundings ‘of ‘Meces and’ las brother’ Paysal ‘when they vntadAntorice, end 
England in tho winter of 1048 
& 1! 10) (21), Son of 0 and Jon in 1880 uence 
Helland ait pe i twanty-twa. ‘The following ism correct list I order 
he healed the 86h $1 ages Nie (1030), "Satt (3031), Fahd (101), 
on at many other capital In physique a Manure (102%), ‘ADsallah (1933). Bander {124 
feabler worsen of his tather and elle? brother Bulbon WU), Musil (AZT) Micheal {unat} 
meng Yo excesive eth in the harem from tie “Abdu: Aus (108, Minn (1683) Atv S185} 
‘all (190, “Alsi Hehmuan (1088) Turk (1084) 
de (1684), Navewat (1084). Naver (1680), Pawwhe 
wc to 1G by aging hia part (1980), Mid (1487). Salm (1088) and (9) (10 
Ht that of figurshead, with good ‘Two of thon, Mish’al nod. Sultan, are sail to be 
ie not own ts at the family ofthe ‘Beni Rashi 
dwn unl Ie reathea! Kuwalt, where 1(U), deaervox sepurate notice. Hi 
is indulgene nightlife seandalised the Sheyih wother & Causa ee. the King's 
ie Hie ot towrespeteepu hf ‘ (08 A favourite of hie 
ln ‘onlnaght hy ‘anon the Xing’ se in 
Phihy soa others oo Thn 84'dd's pried hench: lelag interested In somthing ee then edit 
‘man,’ “Aidullal” Suleymho, in “Oetcber Tt field sports and donne plonsuren. Fe ioe 
AlNhoogh ‘Abdullah Buleyuido tnd tho best of this taclng, petvouaty tees to the walntomaneeot hit 
the King hat etn to tat Faye “pen ng 
‘lth conmideration eceived many “deeoretions — gnragein Right 
luring his our in 1982, cling on howorary G.1LIe whet the 
tn 1065 showed surpining dash he a hereman ih 
ees held at Kiykdh wo sccarion ot Sir Andrew of the electrical ‘natallation at the 
Hyun’s visit. Reported to have weed in Ontober Royal Prloco at MyaleVigitad Epyyh te March 
WRG a daughter of his wnt Nura. Represented 1042 as the guest of the BAlish Counrdor’n-cen 
Sadi Arabia a the Landa discussions an Paletinn On hie return ta Jedd be gave an faterviow, (eich 
{in 1890, and sevens to have played the part well, In his father’s approval of his ener) to's repsuusnty 
the last two years or x he bne nequired much mote ive of the B.C. which wi recorded ithe Bea 
Stconfidcoce and tree to ill his role nx Forvign Palace wt Jedda and later broadoast fro Tomdse 
Miniser by showing ‘so uptodate Koowiedge of He owns » tinainn. projector, Visited Tie he 
vente, He talks freely and totelliently inthe coon. heallh reagoma, iu dune TOE with his beth 
Muhammed and "Abdallah Suleiman. In Octobe? 
tnd again. im Noveonber he visited. Palestine. tor 
further suedieal treatment, roluming with Faytel, 
brothers whoo he foused. In Egypt, in Decernber, 1040 
ose’ On oveasion he i capable of ncting with Appointed Atinster of “Detonce In Mor Tose 
firmness within the instructions given to him by the Visited Rhartouty in Deoeinivr TOU te attingl tes 
Kiog a4 was shown in the expulsion of the Tillan the training ther of Sa'Odl wry poretuel ie aeeke 
Minister in February 1042. Visited Amerioa and And sosntensnee. Accompanied bie falhee te the 
clad from Septeenber 1o December 1043 with hix  raetingn with President Hamevelt aad aly Chet 
brother, Khalid (No. 1'(5)}. ‘The two Amira who in Egypt in Februsry 1045, Acting Vier te 
were accompanied by the Shaikh Hafie Wabbs the absence of the Aisi Payal st the Soe Wace 
(No 25) travelled al the Cenderence s 
the batteiclde in Tall, No. 1 (18)—One sf the King's favourite 
Headed the Sa'bdi delegation to toe sons. Hin soother, Ummm Tall, one of the royal 
San Francisco Conferencs ia Apeil 1048. A peivate Concubines, isthe King’s favourite, Talal eon et 
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Ureatenent rotcrsed by al in Octo 


Brothers. All Awl 
‘Na, 38 in 148 report, Mwhamoad dw 
smin.—Diod Joly W082 (ate. obituary) 
(28) and (2) ‘Sad, who died fu 1016 
a HER) rep tele thre 
Faysal, Sed a 
ahamaiad nnd Payeal 
(QO) “Abdellah ibn. “Abdue 
Described ue nout and spruce 


Abdurrah 


9-—Born 
ppearuoes 


Hi ln well x bud 
Vialtad HME, Bi 


‘tnd oth init to Ruy 
Pebrunry 100 t swith Pre 
Roouovalt a Mr Churetil 

{1} to (4) Ahmad, Mvad'id, 8a'd) ond “Abdu 
Mvheon—Vouriger dren of the oll wg 
(of "Abatur Ratan tha Paya 


TW" general eatlon ipay be 
fet tha Arlt tng ter 
uch ofthe fanily by vit of dean 
ina Pye vaher atthe King’ her wn 
former ruler at Hividh. Their genie 
aril fe ‘eided eave, wobaaquensty 
a lie, and revered by 
‘hair owners rt boon von to that 
Vacate Uney ‘ia the hands ofthe Bent 
Thmhtd but excaped to Tho a’. in the eure uf 
tattle fn 1008 i thom rebelled gain ht 
1th bu the pron omer the ly 
ntl of the Ring's fouse of stelle” pincon 
Nong inonapleucon” they aight | po 
‘iseont wo 8 
‘i 
trabia, The wot inp 
Aa yo 

Maat would eppeat to be 
(30) Seid Ton “Abdul Aaie the Sad 

slaved the King's ester Norn.” Beet 10 
nag 0 certain rile in Tin Sade 
Brobaty alam 


log 
‘Ajenka ‘tribe and secretly hovtile to Thm 
Daughter reported have martial Atle Paseal 
(qe) in October 19 


2. *Abdul-'Ate ibm Pbrahim. 
al Medina (uehealy Acting Qovernoe 
Ting’ eon Avot Khali ha never nclally 
by. Abdlinh, ow Sa3¥- (80. 80" (1)}. Hind the 
2 alan st stag esrsn and sears: Ocverae 
Ve anor Ab 389 ene of te 
Gah. intern the Tekin eed ibe Tome pen 
vat the "iba, inthe Wa Tagua fa 808 
Soret  hnashee of tha Cotoeh of 2 


4. "A bdul-'Azts ibm Muammar. 

Govern of Sein il Jute 105, whe bwin 
uppointed Goveraoe of Taf In the roots of Arnie 
Aint, ateroa uett nie Fay 0. 
Born in or about 190k.” Comes of 2 former ring 
thy of Ned. apparently the suine Bens Mu sonar 


times in Philly's drabie. Brought up principally ut 
Tiyidh Was Governoe of Yanbu’ for see fine ad 
ceamed:« good repotation there. Was uppoisted to 


Jedd i August 1062, with the tte of Ami oe 
‘Nau of Haj Abdulla “Al Win, ending al ee 
oihad bree. governor with te oi tile 
@ rnc Rg Himes i.e ae 
: Y Tie wae keen ea rang sb 
acted by paralysin i 108 
cal treatsnent 1h aro 
141, hut retorned incurable im October 1941 
completely deat nod unable to wall 


ther fetal xport 


we 


4, "Abdul-"Aatz ibn Musdid ibm Jilwwei idm 


di vala tthe King. doves of i 
ome gees 
whee 


Sewn 
since 13 


ms vie "ne fae, td 
saved the King 
i Wee 


waded frou yh Yo "Abb 

~ of the forces in "Asi 

Suid thea tbe intended foe he Goverment Ce 

of the whole Ale ten, ut 

THAR” {oan roca noirng dra ati 
ppolatedtapeclor ofthe Tvakiee nes. 

a Ms ‘he cotnbimves witht 


Abdul-'Aate (ibn Hamid) ibn Zeyd. 
i 


in Tranejordan frntive sete 
Tavs, Coxnes of » Hail fal 
Boh Mashid. "Said ‘0 hs 
Sent to 


1900 os Sa'ddi agent at the Mae Doasall 
neal 
June, 1961, held meetings 


rontier area into three snetift 
tuoder toapectore with wide porwers. In May 1068 
teas appeunted Saudi Cones at coe 
sion to Rushey Pas 


6. ‘Abdullah ibn Blayh 
A Yeading. figure arin th 
(Comoe from Hl Qh of Mecea utter 
Aha by th Sad and waded Eo 
utters accom hie (1085-30) ax 9 hen 
Sicened ite ana -Apfnted Grand Qui of ti 
ts Fenty 1938" Wasiairumental fn MA 
in citalning « fate from arventeor Cats 
2 a 
Medina tn support of the. Wabhabi policy 
dlestrsing tbe Head of the Sep deren a 
‘he Males Congress of June 1028. Again visite 
Madiae in November of that year in sfteriance © 
‘he King and inthe company of Absa fm Has 
{on 12 (1)), ent on purging the place of igi 
Sr'Mtecea hod been purged. Vacated pot at Meco 
in 1008 and returned to Hail, Was thoaght at tha 
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time to favour the extremists of the AMtiwiin move 
ment, Stil visits Mocos at intervals. ‘Thought 10 
bbe etubarrassng in high places owing to his franloss 
snd fanatic. Signed the pronouacement by the 
Clansa of Nojd in favour of Jihad atthe tinue of the 
Tou Rildda rebellion ia 19852 


7. “Abdullah Kézim. 

‘A Hejat said to be of Consack ceigin. Born about 
17, Was employed in the Mesos Post Ofice 3s 
King Hussein's time. Appointed Sa"ddi. Direclor. 
General of Powts and Telegraph in 1026 ed still 
Tras the post. Went to 


Wireless negotiations in the spring of 1083, 


8. “Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘A git (or 
“Ageyil). 
Ta se eter of Jo, bt bad acted the 
oat by March 12 when he wa put 
store neat toquellie distorbone ereated MWe 
ty"ttamd en ay date with te 
in May 1901 0 
oda oe the goverworaip St Tabak, but 
Mae not appointed. “Abdullah Ibn “Agi comma 
IKiywkt motlined in Jone 102 to rope 
thn Bild 


© ;Abduilad ibm Muhammad al-Padht, 


formerly « merchant in Jed 
‘anti Sheri and pro 
sobriquast of Kingl 


known 

‘on a deloga 

‘Sa'dd at Mecca. Went over 
Tie reptomenta 


Sheep "un 
dosaiely 


ex-King "Al st 
o with Th 


Aitaoted 
‘eien the young At 
Pigutest ai a Hejesl dolegate at tho Medan 
fame, 1030. 
feria, in partnership sett in Mocen 
‘contrat for motor teapot, but lost it.” Di better 
purvesor to the ent. Sent onan 
timate 1027 in connexion 
with megetintioas for the recognition of Ton Ba'Od by 
Italy snd proposed treaty arrangements. Also hed 
some part in the treaty negotiations with Great 
Britain. Became assistant to the Viowroy at Meson 
‘and 0 on to appointment ta hie present post to or 
before 1020, "Went in that yen co.» 
Persia, Alleged in the same your to have 
in the compasy of ‘Abdulla Suleymnn by corsering 
caine, Ac, just before pew duties were bnporet 
Appears to enjoy the King’s condense in high 
degree and to steer an even oF wagely course between 
rival factians.” Not impressive i appearance or com 
versation; still samembnt af a sheep 
recent dignitier with aa acquired 
sobriety and sogscity, which tay be a part af Bie 
success. “May still bare commercial interests, But 
has long been dimociated trom the business of the 
other Fadbla.” ‘Acting Viceroy “during.” Faia: 
absence in 1990 and apuin during Falsal's absence 
the winter of 1943, 


10. "Abdullah an Nafisi 
Important as being Thu Sa'hd’s sgent at Kuwait 
‘where he is established ws a merchant and ance dil 2 


of dignity, 


large business in rice, he. Now eliely and lean 
tive.” Soumme senile 
11. "Abdullah ibn Suleyman al Hamdan 
Minister of Fiance. Bora about 1887 
plebeian “Ancysa origin, Started life is «snail wy 
yrith the Qustibis, originally, fs sald, ag a cote 
bay. Spent en years ax clérk in their, Bombay 
ce. “Returned tn Ned about 101 
econ 
Is brothee, who had ded: an a 
Diwan. ose to be he 
Divo. Beoaine Director-General of Fis 
ted wequired coupletecooteal of al uncial waters 
by September 1038 when i wos remarked tht he 
Aeovellod in. greater state 
between Mecen and Jai 
powerful of the King's 
Srongly suslled in Get ® taba Wt 
lnclored the Avnit Fayval, Puad Houma, “Abdultah 
al Fad (perhnpw x dnubtCul eneiny) nnd Me Phy 
‘Was sent for a ttno to Tend had with the “med 
imiscoa in Hass, but ha hie plage Kept warn for 
Hin wd returned 40 H.-"Wos promoted in agsen 
112 trom being Director tern af F 
oat of Minister f Pina 
tite Dependence ts M 
Wasi. ith ‘Atle ayaa 
be pene in henna 
his fingcr In mawny othr ple, bela To 
«d the Privy Purse, Grand Baste 
‘Quarter Mater General 
tiger ofthe ing 
‘inv nod. plprtagearpaoiser 
ei aia 
tee Probably 
whoo needs ho ope 
ing demands an and who gives hin 
str bad i ance ol tho ‘fect 
Pulile opinion. A'then of-rvther mean appenan 
But canphaticaliy ‘a llvo wire" Nendy "an 
aversion aid full af ewe abt 
in recon iter ape Tone 
period at Jedta seting atthe reprosiatatie of the 
Minister for For ahing. ture int 
uty with "Ys harden ot 
rraatinations 
1042 flo 
Sod he noqulted hehelf very redial. i 
‘iginatae of he ngrculfwal develgpaont 
scheme at AI Khar) and showed rent enon nt 
: nin the face of much 
{enntured rein from fe: bee 
een fisherman anti 
‘loners into 
food some 
many ‘verbal 


0 acviner 


by ah al fn April 
1044 of bis frien nd profit Najiy Ballin (No, 
Wheao’ pro.Amerionn.enthudlasen he le Ihought. ta 
are. Was a very haraesed and worried than during 
1044 whet tnood with the ‘prospect of hnving 
torganine the country's fnumres. anid to 
sounder lines. “Accompanied th King to Egy 
February "1945, for the misetings with” Preston 
Honsevelt and Mr. Churctll.. Te vullivated by the 
Americans whose inervusing tendoney to play the 
r6lo of Lady Bountiful to Saudi Arabin pataraty 
appeals to tim as Minister of Finsnice The ntase ol 
‘bs oficial position by his brother Hamad, and the 
latter's soon, ie grow nd scandalous 


12. Addul-Wahhdb, Descendants of. 

‘The following seer to bx the tost eoteble of tho 
descendants of the founder af Wahibsam --— 

(1) “Abdullah itm Haean—ts one of the leading 
Wahhits Weme in Mocen Played « rile in 109 
with “Abdullah tba Blayhid (q.e), in the Wablht 
Purging of tho Holy Cities, and was in 1920 tough 
Hike hitn, to favour the Tkivwin exie Signed 
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the pronouncement of the: Ulama in favour of Jibid 
lat tho tne ofthe Toa Bifida rel 
1 Qual. 

@) Muha 
sicknamed 
iansterred to 1 
Atuie Se dd 

th) 'AbdoL-Lalif: Vowily—Poitr wade and 

ct of o descendant nated “Abdul 
‘og the fer signatories of the deslars: 
hub reterred to under (1). So. (3) 
woe of the Amir Paysal (qe) also ps 
belong to this connexion 


Proud and fanatial 

wad ibe 'Abdud"Aais. ibm 
formerly 

ay in 108206. Abistant to the 


13. ‘Abdut-Wahhdd Abd Matha. 
A personage of consequesen in. "Atle, possibly of 
the Shaykhly ta ur Saliya, although 
‘his cannot be alirme leeribed to. 1027 0 
Director uf Finance in "Ast, ais) was la that year 
egotiat 
ithe Uile 
nance ats comunanded the S0'ddi 

forces which entered Sabya in November 1882 


14, “Abdur-Rauf a-Sabbdn 

Horn In the Melua probably etweon 1688 an 

4st. Grable ofan tngrant rom Rgypt 

Ealucatod im the: Hejae und Ryypts Awake 

wrth ble fuer, Hasan, and other what wae tn 

TOU? the prinapal Nile a skin bu i 

tint Aecokimpreas the Hejece at that tine by 

A Mortage abd Kure tnamers Was tad 
Diretor of Bacal in Jedd, but woe 1 

td reverted to tendo. ty cotton goo and. skin 

he aaKl-86'OL pape ALD ema 

at eae of the Dabbghs.” Given 

& pout by the Ain “Allah an Yoanoger of hie 

Jordan i or betes Was an 

‘tthe Heb Akeni, and 

tras conesrned in 1982 in tho pre pupaganda, sd 

Tranclal arrungemente of the out 


Thu Se" 


{Wid ae n reault ofthese politcal activites, but weut 
‘a with thera, eased from Egypt, Palestine nnd 
‘Tranaoran, whereupon he retired to Bagsad, where 
he wae undarato to have beccane 

tiny to the late ex-King A Tteturuad 

wiih or at (he saive time ne Ahmadsa: 

July 19, ‘pean 

‘he Legislative Cound In, 1088 Alt nome’ prup 
guna for Tha Saal tn Egypt Med Director 
ienoral ot Wats in December 1944 in woeveatn to 
Bogyi Atal Wah 


15, Muhammad Sa’ id al Kurdé 
Pormerly Dirvotor of Pole Of Kurdish 

‘righ, fromm Zaki. Wos ot 

Poco at Itubigh ati gave offence to the legation by 

trying to comByanilacr a cnr which, wnx taking 
wab at Babawalpur to Medina. Ws 


1d. Was removed fram his. fost 
Apparently reappointed to Rabigh In 1958. Ofheer 
‘Commmaiog troops jn olde in. 1, in. which 
capacity he wae change it aViation ding the 
Freeeneo of “the Tialian Air” Mision 187-50. 
Kecoring to a Huastan pilot bowed ebility nod a 
Feal desirw to lovrh shoot aviation, Was cultivated 
fstduonsy by the Hallam pis probably received 
tribes trom his ant learoed iainn Vary aot 
British when the Paleatine trouble wes at is Helgi 


16, ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Bassdm. 

Second Assistant in the Ministry for Forvign 
Affire. aueated in Egypt, Speake English 
Helped Sheikly Yusuf Yastu with the Boglia 


‘ersions of the Sa'ddi-Roweit Agreements signed a 
edie in Apr 1043 


17, "Ali Taka. 
Assistant Govern of Jed sie 1908. A Hoja 

orm nut 1604.” Hone fot» stmall post ae acer 

tary to the Governor» Cadaverous and unbesly 

Speaks Turkish well” Wall sesnin 

fot intelligence, but frightened of 

Serves s a0 tore than» trabariter of mesages 

{ood from Mccen, Acted ax Deputy Governor ot 

Tedda trom Apel 1044 and showed lite belpte 

and. co-operative ‘atiery with Hie 

Majnty' Legation ‘orking knowledge of 

Freoch bot fe abrid to ove i. Reverted 

former post of Aaa 

ment in Apel 1S of « now 

Saye (20) 


18, Bujdd (or Humayd) Family. 
A leading family Tm the notoriously 
ghut section of the "At 


maayd thm Bujid and 
ihm Bujhd tout court, but they would appear all to 
‘opply to one aod the sane man. Thin te 

In'what follows regan 


contnatidere 
vk Moves in 100 Had x 

Twother Mubsunroad 
‘of the extremiate who 


ype when they 
her marred to the King’ 
Noted! carly tn 102 
‘were then” inclining “again 
nd with his later, but finally 
Tha Sade ale in Uhe Ne rebellion of 129 
come only to Fayeal a-Dawiah 
of the arlie lenders to fall 
‘and waa iiprianoed at 
Rivlah io the speiag of thet year. Appears to. bo 
tall in clone conftoement, as o Nese ha be Fo 
‘L the death of Sultan tha Bujdd. the bext known of 
the names : 


(GQ) Naif ibm Bays ton Humayl—A protester 


‘the chieltainship of the ‘Aterbn, but moved to 
Taq to 1024, having bom ousted by Na. (1). Played 
with the ies of recovering his position in Sune 1229 
“Oley 
‘demeded 


nrutugee i ‘iraq and aa a pomible axpieant to the 
Nand of Maay(na, sister of Pasval ad:Davelh, bot 
the engagement ct marriage wos denied 


19, Dabbagh Family 

‘A Mecca fatnily of Maorih ” (2, soate North 
West Arica) origin. Appear ‘tobe. Seyyide 
Became prominent to 1982 ty combexion with plot 
behind the revolt of Thu Rifidad and the preparations 
for the retarded revclt in ‘Asie The Iarily. te 
‘mumerous, Certain metnbers of ‘reside in the 
Hrejaz inclucling two who were arrested and depocted 
to Ryda in Jee uly 1902, vis 

(1) Larakio in “Abdullah od 

(2) ‘Tea ibm “Abdollah 


Moro important ere the 
shoad:— 


following persona 


(8) Huseye ibm “Abdullah, brother of the above 
Migrated to Mokalla in oe about 1028. Hae since 
dlooe school-mnstering ia. South-West Arabia. and 
hhae’ beon an active intrigoer against Ton Sad, 
Went to Toda in 1027 to enlist support for the Hih- 
al-Abede al His and their National Peet. Sought, 
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and probably enlisted, the support of Shauyat Ai, 
‘who, with his brother, had beet, violently 
Treads with Ibo Sad at the Moalein Co 
June 1928. Went to Egypt and perhaps to Tras 
jordan in 1929 Said to have attended ‘Mosler 
Congress at Jerusalem in December 1981, when 
Persone concerned im Hisb-al-Abrir seem to have 
devised pendant organisation called Jamat ad 
Dit ld jis. Wan using Aden as 
182, but left ia summer owing to ndverse 
of British authorities and’ asere 
worked mainly in Eritrea "Now excluded. trom 
Egypt, Palestine and Transjcedan, Returned. to 
dea i 1086 and allowed to stay there. Opened a 
‘chook but soon began to sod anti-British nrticlee 
to Egyptian papers, Leet for tho. Upper Yafa 
country, where he engaged in anti-British props: 
ganda, ‘Probably financed by the Italians, Arrested 
Deported 
alt authorities who 
pied to excape early in 
tbat was umauconsaful nd a 
fever since, Otherwise 
Aine 
(1) M“All ibm “Abdullah, another brother. Less 
sino ery native. ‘Took w hand in 
he netual revolt’ in “Ani. Heported drown 
Hieka, but report Was riiradiched Inter 
(8) M. Tahir ‘he. above 
Described ‘Borw a 1800, 
Had Husoya, 
a in 1006 


te Ane 

Shade the aku Yetwuary, 108 which fll te 

iad a bal 

comprstare Bent 

ievartved 

12 Has sow 

Heyrt, Paletin 

cxclidodtrvw Eaypiy Palestine und Trejo 

‘Was oodertod i Suiaary 120 be ong vck 

to Manav, a0 erkape’ Unoee to Ader andthe 

Hedhramani"‘Afale his pace with Tin Sb ate 
cof eatery 1288, estar 


Osher mors of the lal new no be 
erste. ok thes all soo to Nang tagether nd 
‘attaches with Hashimives. One, Star bd. 
Iangerson af ‘Atndn, wae slosety concerned in te 
Tho Mitdda affair nod’ wos Milled with Tho. Mitada 
‘The family ‘also have aflaches with the irs, 
though the {to explain ono mentian of 
& hin" ‘Abdullah nlcDabbtgh 
se edee 


20. Dawish Family, 
A loading family nthe Mutayr tide. Its best 
Anown ‘member, Fassal nd-Dawich, famous asm 
raider, ux obe of Tho Sa'Od's principal lieutenants 
fod as a rebel against him, died‘ a State prisoner 
St Riyéah ko October 1081, Hie name tx Dowever 
Still potent in Eastorn Arabia, where he wee regnrded 
sore thao an ordinary sheykh—n Minglytaan 
fbn king maker. This’ gives inportanen ta his 
tong, two of whom have figured to meperts. Fam 
Kerwait 
Z) Bander ibn Fayral od-Dasciah-—Siil » young 
san. Sand to be looked to by the Mutayr as the 
lender thes desis, but tobe Rimact very’ cautious 
snd unwilling to' move at prescol.. Hperted in 
Degurber 162 to have countered a question by Ti 
‘bd ns to whoen the Stutaye wanted for's leader 
by sasing “No aoe but Your Ax 


(s2420) 


Mutayr and “Ajmin, still hostile to him, wn was 
well received und rewanled, 

"The indies of this fanly seem to ¢ount. ‘The 

ical ogent at Kuwait who had belsended thetn 

when Fagsal was surrradensd to, Ibn Se'Od In 
January 1980, was visited by yneious of. them, 
several oocasions in 1083. They included Payual's 
mother, who hid bitter hotred of the King beneath 
copies praises; a sister, Whose rumoured mariage 
toa Harb Sheykh was roganied as an_augury ot 
reconciliation between his tribe and the Mutayr, but 
Was alterwardy died; and « cousin, still wonian 
cf considerable charm abd jromour who bud been 
‘tarred to Sheykh Mubieak of Kuwalt to» deceaned 
sou of Paysal od-Dowish and, vty, as prisa of wae, 
{Tima Se'Od's brother “Abdullah 


21, Fadl (al-Fasal) Family, 
Xejdi of "Abeya origin long noted in the Hej 
An original ‘Alviullas Ind at feast five sen, all now 
diccnaned, with one pombe exception Teach of those 
had iano.” Members of the fist und secon 
tiooe atte the ergital ‘Abd 
firms ot 
where th 
position ae bu 
Yury 
allspee of dele, buxinese” ab Tomboy ant 
Karachi in that year. ‘The wo partnors moat sctivaly 
‘concerned in the huss In Todi absea 
ajar whee thin iid to daxolate 
‘he partnership. ‘The aflsie of the family 
tien th 


Hejen and 
a, enhneed 


‘in 8a", 


nextons in 
nhave been atv 
Apach tro “Atul 
thn Mlherinnad ibm “Abella, 
the 
tidy trade 
‘rain, 8 1048 0 
reault of» quart 
(2) Thvahim ibn Abdurrahman —One of the two 
ol fron alin in 1980." Ajypined 
Coanell In Ootaber 1) 
‘Amit Payal. Was 
Ay ground of tlt 
iow living In ‘Meaon and, 
ngveed portant way ult le tll 
sal to enjoy tho confidence of Atnte Payal 
) Muhammad ibn Aldurrahmdn tn ‘Abdullah — 
iver io the flew which callapwed in Ten 
ide i Feld il ried to daoela 
partnars, Iie brotha an 


0 to resign, cat 
Tayeal 


Abdllsh fb Trae bu ‘Abdullah Pete 
secretary to the Amie Payral In 1900. ARarwane 
ne ol the. partner, who absconded, ten nd 
Selected in 1801 forthe post af charg tite 
Hllod, nde acne wbich ai ot tere for 
having lgaton ther wth ho Barba Miniter iy 
Landa ae tiisee." “Appointed Tvasuree 
Goverment ater fn YOON nen top of the 
ame 
eat eprerentn 
Arperionn Of Company at 
er Bul popreetative fe soppy 
snalters in Babee, Bpetks Eagah 
15) Torah fw Suleyman af 4g —SonSnlay 
at Tather of Uh and hn tabu te place of) 
Rah finan of the Avie Pays. Ty un per 
fot oil nodenjoye Anse: Fayial’s compe 
femfidenoe Accompanied him ta Temdon iy 1089 
for the Palstine distummtns. Aun yong man spent 
feist tin in Toa. Speniam very Hie 
Beith and some Uria. "A man of cultire tnd 
leasing thaanern Acsomponid the Ata Payal 
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to tho San Francisco Conference in April 1045. Has 
‘bean suggested us» ponaible minister in London: but 
foe somo reason Tha Sad doe not like hie 


22, Fahad ibn Zw ayr 
Tate Govervor of "Aur. Was bead of 

seat Aa May 100 a the arg 

whieh” subsequently cusinated in ite pruotical 
Tnnesation by Tha Su'bd. Was later appointed 
‘Amir, though probabiy not Ube fret to held the post 
Reported te Ton S'dd with Increasing urgency. In 
the tutuown of 1002 Mat. the Kel was, geting 
beret hia. Thee, pring cope 
Tepalty to the Ring, com of Fos 
Tough treatment. he King, atxious ta placate the 
Tiida, steered» middle course aod scot ' comma 
Aoa'to vestigate. Belo Te cool! reach the spo 
the iit hd one into open revalt aod. Fah x 
tarracape tron bie wat of goveroment at Sizka.”\ 

iio hewn) of for sue time afterwards, but wee 
tppeiated Governor of Quite ince sbout Sune 1S. 


28. Fawedn os-Sabiy 
Se'ddl Charge WAMales fo Egypt and cons 
a Cains Appointed in Augont 1090 upon the 
in of Who Se Oii-Fgyptian Tronty of Ssy 
10." Frevioualy Sa'bdi mgont iu Kgypt. ora 
shout 1488. Belongs by origin Wo the. *Ugeyh the 
Cid, an Wore, a reogalsad ‘raya yids 
Pucated ia w Turkish shoe at "Araman. Said to 
have lived for tiny youre in Th te ty pe 
fealan"n dealer’ in Camels” and horwes nad ti 
tippaaty todo thi bosinnen.” Was Thm Sa'dl's agent 
i*Damasove Dafoe 1024, Moved in that your to 
Cairo, where be becarie Bx‘ Chargé d"Affaies tn 
{ou Ye deaesibed by Sir Wal 
Mola, pian, now, oo 
trialiy rather inner corn 
Tntive ahrewtnean. He la never sod Tun Bad 
{ie tnportant pica werk. A heen race:goor who 
‘onda tnuah Of bie no’ the 
‘ierandrin 


2%, Fuad Bey Hamen. 
‘Deputy Minster fr Yoreign Affairn. Worn abut 
1600, he is # Drier of Abaihs In the kebanon, where 
‘he tamlly try to proaperoua than they’ were.” One 
brother Said wet nodused of ‘omplety” in the 
‘autor of » Christiow priest at Abeih in 1990, but 
finaly noruited in April-May 18H.” Eilueated 
{a Turkigh schools in Ayre ‘Tywlng 
Cattoge, Beirut, and’ the Calg 
Beirut’ Woe Tospector of Schools at Dnmascy 
‘tine. Obtained 6 pont na clerk uote the Palestine 
Department of Pubhic Health In. 1021.” Besigned 
after & fav snouts ant Wok terece under the 
Department of Eavoation ma a toncher in. Aere 
Transferred. 1922 10m wweotary school fa 
Seruraler as toachor in Engliah abd Yoained ant 
3€@6." Stoel sanltaneonay ot the Law Scio 
ea ceriseate of Legal” Neuen in" 1025. sm 
patente sabre including Coattial 
Hatory and PoblicInternathl Law. forthe 
Diploraa, tut did not complete the course. Had x 
tunforinly geo record in Palestine, bot wae tine 
tle and the Druze iorure 


ad December, 128. A 
‘on 4 Syro-Palstinion delegation. but wax dewen to 
She Haya, hers, after giving Ea 
time, he tas lakeo tata Une Ministry for Foreign 
‘Afirs ty Yusuf Yarin, then ating foe‘Dr Abdul 
DualGj.” ecawe Acting Minister jo July” 1028, 
vee De, Da to mini ve etre 
Hod probably worked carir to undermice Dante 
ier hting Mister ol the Aa 
Fryeal became titar Sfimiter with Pund ns Under 
Secretar, ut all efctive bead uf the Minit fo 
December 1090 Retained his post, with seal on 


peace a pak re nena 
ae a aie tre tees 
Chita len rorectentga teran 
eas ares eerie 
Ley Pre Le ope 
SRLS Se 
ee ee 
a Sere 
ences 
Lifer en eed 
fee ery yes 
pares 
penis 
Sea tee eres ah 


2. Hafiz (Hafidh) Wahba, 
Te ee aml Begone 
Probably between 1685 and 1800. Educated at 
ALAshar. Mixed up in Natiooalist and pan Telamic 
polities in early manhood and was closely aswcelated 
‘ith “Abdul Ade Shariah Definitely anf-British 
time of Great War and said to have been deported 
fem i," Bid fo bare hewn in Babe a 
time. Started a schoo! at Kuwait and passed thence 
ln Tha Sa'Sd"s vervice. Became tutor to the Arse 
Fasval and accowpanied the prince to London in 
‘one of Tha Sa'd's delepstes at the 

abortive Kuneatt Conference in 1925-24 Tn eupeome 
harge of the civil side of the Administration at 
Meces in 1925, with  vicerogal title, and did wall 


uz 


Read the King's inaugural address at the Moslem 
Congress in Mecca in June 1026. Mfuch eanployed 
on missions abd egetistions during he cam 
Years Inter alia toi part in etalon. wit 
ira od 1038 ond expound 
Th Sets views and fear reuohng else pally 
in the Hed! Sea, Bolshevik wtivity Sed I 
Residency at Cairo early to 1098 ‘Doring 4 
period waped a ding dong struggle apuinst the Syrian 
{Galucoces around the Ning, sl had ups and downs 
Was ceculiod twaris the tod of 1920 but returned 
to favour soon ailer ood, becasns Avaisiapt Vicon 
beside the Amir Payeal 
idisponed Ube Amie by hi 
Ute and. his “diaregand 
for the Atse's postion, 
to Whe post of Ditetor-Ue 

1080 to re 

Postal Cangre 
sce forthe pot of Maser amen Dut 
Hot take up the port for aver « Year daring whieh 
Interval he wea defined. tas 


King’s persia, thoogh he 9 
have loot to the 


Was doxgnated in aT 
bat the arrangements have ever at 
of eonnonny..Keproasated Saal Arable at 
the Tokyes nome i 1998 
‘Wats has sawn ie pulteal 
snl-Brithth sentinuts are eupponed 
in oe betare’ 1025, when 
reustonned to say thal 
10 would alway bo againet Great, Fetal 
boat as a servant of Tom Ba'Od. belly 
interest tle in tially May 
ie has wortanly shawn himself well 
Alsponed in Latsdon, atal Ions been distinotly help 
i propagandist for Tha. Be'Gil on tho 
in society. Nelther tit 
aby Mi sonae of humour and 
‘ook ‘anything’ but 9° WahMatd (onpept that 
sbetain from slochad sil tabsceo) atthe Tye Park 
Hetet or the Savoy.” Liken the thentey on, and 
alleged to have a passion for night clube to whieh I 
0 ful rein ts New York tn 1908. Sperake yederate 
veo. A ofl servant ti th 
fre commande 
‘euly in 1040 os 
F is, owes whet he led 
aitieal Agent the temporary form of the S4'bd 
Koweit Agreciente, Which were then brought In 
foren peoling the draseing up atl signing of the fant 
texte Accompanied the Amity Pasa un Khai on 
1940." He returned. with them 
December 1842 and Was present of the inter 
views between His Majesty's Minister and the Ring 
fn March asd April 1044, 


Showed hinwelf geouinely 
oversea 


of country's ances ao gees 

‘ica The King appenred 
ide him a oe hs moat trons 
Sloe" He retirood to" England in" Apel 10 
Vinted ihe ‘Ring seain in’ Jusuary {04s and 
ccompatied lin to Egypt i ‘Febraury for the 
meetings with Preset Reoieyelt tod Mr 
Great, Woe « mcrmber ofthe Sibi delat 
which atiended the San" Praneuon Conteresee it 
‘Apel 1015.” Wil probably be chosen by The Sul 
iol fest Subs Minster in Washington 


26. Hamad Suleymén 
Under Seeretary af State for Finance, brother of 
Sleymin, 9.e, and haw work under 
‘Once a petty iraer ia Bahrein and ed the 
country to erale payment of debin. Acted for his 


(2429) 


bother wx Direetor-Geneel of Finance during his 
relegation to Hosa towne the end of 1081, SW, 
‘ppeinted Wak or Under-Secretary when Absilish 
ston made Wazir or fall fniter av August AU 
Hiss been employed on tinions in "Aide, Se 
November 1082 when he ws seat with Khia. 
Qarqani ta investigate the difereneee buiween. 
Tasi und Tha 8u'G's Governor: “They were tao late 
ta reach se sab before te Trial wea ate ope 
Fovolt. Went with « Sadi mission to tho Yamneg 
12H, ad was repented to have ben detained by tn 
Tuna st Sasa ote sibatin with Sa'G Aga 

eroraing. Iestarmed well before the ouneah 
hwaities 184," Tn 1045. Wwas a tnemher 
rbd delogution Wich 


bed Htahten, to negotiate 
Tranelt 


hues Agreasenty aaa ts Kownit, Yo 

ithe So'bdt Mockale vl thet 

(Badin he was a 
the. palen|-syont 

reported, for i ia dagrace. ith 
Tia x's in the sping a 180 (wee Ie lope nk 
Yeast cece prevunly) hiparenty boyy 
sit by hie irother *Abutlah, "Ee even, meas 
r Aine ie Grier n poor talks tut ny 
annrenti. very intelligent” Ike iicloned to ls 
Mteaty's Minister ut Tai in 1049 chat hn 
oun owing stonoe 
Suey na, born about 101 
tart in pblleaflaie he wae fort 
tho ngrioultural projet wt AL Khar, 
1940 he woot to Kaypt to buy machine 
Juri for the Mia nee Suleyman rope 
ited Stalks Yuwut Yoxin ne. Aoting Minter (oe 


37, Hamidi Mey 

Harmerly Dinettor-Ce 

ioe Horn about 1802 to. 180 
Keds to hae 


ak of Mor Organian 
allow 

rank Ove Turkioh army. Was ol 

tiny of Ring Hu 


Tetare 1098 
lila that your. Ap 
Miliary. Oniiention 
Yawai Ney Kawohph 
inditforent chiara 
Ihe diaplayeat in 
tho British staf of the Hlojar air free 
Now insigoificant, having’ conve to hold any 
vailtary ponition and to bw 
‘8 A-D.C- ta the Atte Faysal. 8b 
wl resigned. and wanted to return to Iraq, 
allowed hy Thn Saud toleave the country 
Boon companion of the Atuir Paysal’s Albanian 
step-lathersinclaye, Torok Adbatn. Tn spito ot 
Pocgeoue Uniform’ gives an Imprestion of tee 
find has beet! known to touch a metnber of the 
Tegation for lone of 2 eiyala 


28. Seyyid Hamza al Ghawth al Madani. 

At ob tite consul-gencral desigunte: for ‘Javn. 
Became first Sa'tli Minister to. Bagdad 1008. A 
Hojasi of Meslnn, bom perhaps 1BA5. Bald to have 
tet) educated. in Turkish: choole gato have 
frequented Turkish scciety, "Sided. with ‘Turks nt 
tisne of Araby revolt, aud edited am ath Hzseyn pape? 
at Medina fo thee jnterest. Continued to bo! nut 
Hureyn ater the success of th rovolt and fel Bal 
to have been sentenced to death by default durig 
hia absence. "Seems, meverthaless, to have. beet 

ren an important post at Dannaaon, ‘which he 
Eemtinued to hold under King Fnsa’s yim there, 
‘even after King Huseyn tnd Inuoched'agatast him 
fn nccusaticn, probably trumped up, of having stolen 
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‘valuables from the’ Prophet's Tomb, Was in Too 
Be'ld’s service by end of 1038 and wax cae of hie 
delegates at the abortive Kuwait Conference of 
MUdS-3H, an appointment which led to « revival by 
he ‘Traqi delegates of the robbery charge. Boos 
‘Assistant Governor of Medina alter its cecupation by 
‘Sadi forces in 1085, Wes later emplayed in the 
Balas “din 1981 for the proposed conmulate 
eral at Batavia, 40 the sreation of whieh th 
Netherlands Government ‘bot. which hay 
never been opened, probably cing to Snanclal 
tlitieotties | Filled in’ time. ax w tember of ‘the 
Tregislative Council, whence he wus tusafered to the 
Amir Sa'dl's Divi) in Septeruber 1082. Came is 
King’s train to Steces to March 1988. Much of 
place man evidently. Fell into iafavour during bie 
bit to Medina in 1041, but was later p 
Teinstated inthe King’s ettourage, 
{requently prowut at sneetings of the 


29, Hithlayn Family. 
Beople of fmportance ta the "Ajman tebe, ra 
concerned In the Nopl revolt of 1920, Ite principal 
‘member, Dhaydan itm Hithayn, stun slain 
Ateacherously to. Apell of that your’ "Tho falling 

‘ther members of the family desarve mention 
(1) NAif the Hithlayn (noknarved Ab. Kilby 
Playin nod carried. of the res 
dered In January 1000 to the Be 
iu Kowal, and wae in de covtae hand over 
Tho, He'd. ine ainan been a State pebonor at 
Misha, closely oontned. 

D) tidsim she Hithtaye ol 
io the revel, and. was tne of two Toa 
‘uly 1080 vaited Kuwait in the hope of enllating 
Support Was fighting together with Naif la Ovtabor 
Yvemtual fate unknowa. 

‘G) Khdlid ibm Muhammad ih Hithlayn, do 
cabed a4 debonale an mn You warring 
Woe one of the Statayr and “Ajmin Shey living 
in "Iraq oder Ki ection, Via 
Kuwait im 1002 4 the ie ofthe Ton Ils far, 
Aiperently site up. the. aban an 
Gal nctlon._M 


Appointed 
ert with hi itweymna (80 alee 


WIN.W. of Al Qatif) in 1000, 


30. Huseyn al'Awayni (or Aousini) 
4 soung rian shut catalan 

‘an eaterpiang tallow, ro deevee some impor 

from bet olen of Fund Haman and Vowel Yasin 


Syrian, “Abdul-Ghit Yi 
ins boa of «mal company there ‘This amacia 
tion wae closed. eury ir W002 when Yai viaited 
‘Jedd in once to work up busitess nd with great 
ideas getting concessions uf all sort. They 
‘claimed 10" have importaot supporto, tameaaire 
afte Calico Printers’ Acsetstion 
leet im HR that "Away 
leaving Jedd for goon, bot he sill returns 
‘reasiaully. In February or March 1083 he weot to 
Riydah on beball of certain therchaate to Ue. and 
Aisninde’the King from pruceeding. with the concen 
fon to the ex-Khedive's group for tbe eention of & 
‘ational bunk A man likely to have ups nnd dow 
At fortune In dealing with whoen commercially great 
“arv shonid be usec Clonly sesotated in buninoas 
srith Nojit Satha (q..).” Spenda most of bi ten 
In Beira whore bee said to oot se Ton Sa 
fsemicoficial purchasing’ ageat, "Although nothing 
Ina yet been proved agarnet him, the Beth socurty 
suiting ie sng 
fand only reluctantly agrend to his returns to the 
Tabanom Visited Ti Sed in February 1944 and 
roturned to Beirut in Ape Thp Sa‘hd wabed to 
‘Spcint him frat Sa"Gdi Aininter a Beirut, but later 


agreed with His Majesty's Government that 
appointment would be unsuitable 


SL. M. Huseyn Nastf 
‘Aweitknown Hojert of Sedds of Egyptian origin. 
Born aout 1592. Inherted mech property trom his 
fmther, “Onur Nasif. who was n notable persons 
in Turkish times as well he the ageney in Jedd 
ot the Sherif of te "Abadilah branch Gocupies 
the Tnrgest house In Jedda and wax” once ‘very 
properous, but is now probably less sa. Was sald ix 
S17 to hove lot favour with King Hloteyn, who had 
previously been accostomed to stay with him when 
{fn Jedda’ Wan ssid also to be desirous of Beth 
fatoralication at that time Describol! s+ having 
been. a Walhdbi by. conviction, even. before the 
S2'Gai invasion. Deported to “Aqaba during King 
‘Al's abort raign. Plgured as « Tejas} delegate at 
the Malem Congress in Meces in June 120°” Wo 
iGven the privilege of potting Tha Sa'éd wp during 
the years falling the fal of Seda, but has not 
‘Yoos vein the Ring sequired the” Green Palace 
pected, under the 
Pethopw owing to doubt se to his 
Irastworthiness | Rathce dark horse nowalays ad 
cay both diske and be dialed by the dyin, bat 
Hops quiet, Said to be a good Aroble sebolat end 
omeatea what pacsee Wi duckla Yar'a remarkable 
Kivrary. An sdermanie. gure Hie cleat son 
Mtyatla Neal, has written 8 look on the bintey of 
the Hojar. A’counin, BM Salth. Novil, was the 
fh of the 
econ tn 1007-8 


Seva 
Figs al 
and probably Als na 
EA eecae 
torthat of the 


‘leewtiene tn 

poral ond po 

head of Than Sada 

‘Amie Stl In 10802 
“Adfives at Haga 

‘ecesions, and in 10 


Th Tet 
ie alle 


eral re ho 
tive, able man, intervated im world aire sod with 
a great senae of inmour. Hae improved Jedda oot 
Cierably, i soful ta pigs 
helpful to foregners within the limite of his powers 
Avie trae 
tion betes 
Foesiga Airs by the King 
or the Amir Faynal In confidential matters 

is eldest son, Abella, orm abut 120 formerly 
served under Yurul Yaain in the Politioal Bureau at 
Tishdh and_haw now (May 1043) heen appointed 
first secretary at the Sa'G Legation tn Bagdad, 


ihearty rogue, he. was disminsed to Apel 1044 x a 
‘l'2 scandal connected with # slave-gict and 
ig pectlation of Governinent sores aad 

snugaling netvities, 


88. Ibrahim Shakir. 
1008 fa the Hejsx of Turkish-Syri 
uployed as chiel clerk in the Jedda 
Quarantine Department during the latter part of 
the Hasbirite regime. Next heard of ax partner of 
Huenain-al Awayai (qe) io 1027. Has since 
conged Awayni's prcce-goods business in Jedda 
hind acquired a coasiderable pereocal fortuse in cot 
joneting with Awayal and Najib Saha (qr). Acts 
be land ngent for the Arnie Favsal, In 1088 built a 
[Sige mansion outside Jedda, which he has now (July 
YOK) let to the United States Legation at an 
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exorbitant rental 
Catto. A clowe frien 
"'Se'Gdi Arabian. 7 
January 1045 whieh 
‘of cars, tyres. rufrigéealony and inisoe 
achinery, The Dodge ear agenes former held by 
‘Aveayni has been taken over bythe colmpany 
According to Theshins Shakir two-thirds of the eapital 
fare owned by him anda third by Najib, Safhe 
Tbrahten Shakir hat also obtained the agcacice ofthe 
Banque Misr and other Mise cegatieations including 
the Misr Stexmehip Line in Sa dl Arabia, ated hy 
stsociated with Abdullah Sulesman jn the exploita 
tion of & valuable agricultaral aren near Hadde in 
the Wasi Fatma. Ho ix uard also by Ammerioan big 
Doniness 


Mas also bul luxurious vill in 
of Yasut Yauin. Director of tho 
ding Company" formed. in 
dvertises ital! ax itnporters 


34. Lezet Din Shawa. 
Born about 105 ta Gaze. 
koown fatally, Educated 


Paton swell. 
ines College 


the 
‘te 

eeretary to the Mult 
‘Gane to rag it $040 i 
And olued Hshid! Al's rebal arin In May 104 
Escaped after the rebeilion had. bev crue 
wae granted naylum hy Thi Sel. provided he 
Fetrained from political activities” Tle he heen 
Se'odt Arabia © opt hie wond 
Appointed Director of Agriculture at Al Khar eny 
in TOH nod in Apel! Director af the Otic ot Puig 
Werks at Jed in sce ‘Najih Satha A 
sincere Nui roken about bis views 
{in Palestine, bot i no rally sath Tiss The loge 
tion fas four him tbe i ntlligent aba 6 
tive calleague ia his mew jo na trelore » pon 
change fron the tnajoeity of Ba'bl ole. 1 
san at Victoria College," Ej ™ 
‘upport ofthe King and han suseeeded to lrge 
extent in, clearing out the Augenn,wtables ul the 
‘fice of Pablio Works und. na Diyetor af Tr 
of the Ooverntoeat gurape.” He sngupel 
St Egyptian technicians for the otter nat two 

assistants for the Ofc of Puc Works 
In June 1045 he resigned the pout of Dit 
‘Transport int of hs gy pas 


gues, He profeaes 

dialibe of Shaikh Yusut Yas (9) who 

om of Inset Din's peeatige with the Xing.” Thn 
Shaikh Abdullah Suleyman ta Mie" 


35, Muhammad'ld Rawwdf. 

Fermoy Sxl Conn Datrncus. rs stout 
ee "One at's Shea fumly hie uted 
trom Jou! to Duman le 1010, Pay os Ea 
‘cosidred n Datnnew, butts fo waite 
Si connenon with fom Sn od ‘g wus hela 
12K i epliatons with the Tara Hhe 
Inter, mado forte Va cae Heing an 
wraith ta hie two sons,” Acemiig nf nt at 
evount, Mthaantad' made large sum of tucy 
fein the Great Wer by bung Sp Bayh 
tetee in Darnacon ata nent of aber eae 
40 pet ect talng sway to Hage of sts 
feu Hr bam nel eosin themes aca 
Appointed to his Demoeos pnt 0 eran 
ta is cer an 


‘ontidered by His Majextys 
Present coneul in Daueacue rather stupil: thesg’ 
Plcsssct and wef Wall informed ot al cummete 
St hoagie and pes Syrian Sole ee 
‘rithout apport carey Tush weight te Hee 
sf aa Arab Empire with Tia Sab oe a sata 
ler foe iT beter Yasin Rant 


(82429) 


ietina i> oa, He wat appuistel toch 
ihe Weary ofthe Hap in Sepemter 
ho taded oat of Sb ticle ne 
now lve "Daman, Muhanad 1 owe 
Fath (gr) Aly 1868 ad apiod x2 Ace 
t fate foe a 


at Bagdad tn 1 % Sali Minister 
‘ppotated, and was wade. one 
‘ounell of Ministers 


36, Idriei Ramil 
Poul ty Abed al 


‘le thee 
ory) ea 
Sovplaned the Shera fay: wie ind nde at 
AD “Ava ne time of he aa Shute at 
Mayo’ sn ‘A Te beatae 
tun entitd with Ast fe denseoich. Sta 

ss rn he aon te Wi 
oi bin 


Alayed, the lower 


Man 
‘A 

; i 
(Muon, Aled 1028 


“Andy 


= 
AN ead gy abt Hosa 
‘Ann died 1008 Rion or Med 


Wohin 


‘9 Waheed 
Ui) This Aubasyoad. wan  aolable nan Iv io 

day. Hoe inn 1870, Stud n Egypt i 

henna epee the Tank 

ser 100." ifade” det“ 

tod 


of thie Wrench, doverve 


the country about 
(2) Displaced (8) in 1900, at 
after complicated ey 

Acceptot in Val your the suserainty of Ibn Sab 
by m trvaty sighed wt Mocca. Aveepted in Oetoher 
WM the prnotloal abwexation of “Auk by tn Seco 
retaining slam aly of 

ight “Yolned inthe rebellion nga 

Nove 0 its call 


dn the emer thes 
torte a man of weak charter, wey amenable to 
leftenee: "Was" Seated aoe aaa 
™ Sean 
(3) Scwedal his fhe a 1648. Wa ape 
the Mastin on ete ues i ioae 
item to Atuntale 
N timeelftemporari an 
Hrsepds, hen an dred peste SAU hat 
teat Hoesd te nin Was nea 
tov) in Wan. Tetumed to ce 
sad scene to avs fied mettytnes aaa 
foddenlyumtad and depot ten a 
Sint of 1H denon gpa, 
ding coup te “ate Ret ee 
Was fut dd nt te an ea SO 
(tnd (wn dd he Bk Ae TB, 
very act kr anansing ae Sone hoe 
revolt of Novetnber December 1000. "ht “AN 


13 
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The original Ahmed hes a numerous posterity 
through anather son, varloualy 
Abdul Mutal. Hie dexovbilan 
associated with Dungola, 
of plgriage, and with Egypt 
stows only those of the bruich ‘l 
hb Arabi 


Nhned, 


‘Abdub At 


Mubowstad Sherif (@ Murtala Sonal 7) MLAL’Arabi 


oka 


ig the Great 


Movs in Dotober 100 
toe the 


years, Worked 
ys wen aloge inte 
i nppateatly prota role in 1030- 
The"thve of nnd afar the 
B4'ai's uanenioky over “Aur 
Traut tree ites foun 
toa. Ws ng pry 
pot of alee of "Ase. Vs 
Z ‘consul ity Jedda on the 1th 
My Stonahowor Bint sa 
ing the King "Au 
worl, but not pros Wal 
ernment in 188 ot 


‘Aocusod by the ; 

feevinyg Tel am 

Whe poli ithe 

0) Much 1 the “Atle revolt 

ovambor-De Was ot dhadn at 
vettor and vat 


velal ive, by 
to gut Mila Majerty' 
as the reat 
Withdrew carly tn 1085 
WAI hie relative ME. ALArabt, No. (1 
All momnbere ofthe family hve the ite o 
There ie » ch akan Detweat Uh 
ho Senile, wh deci 
ginal Atoed al Idris. ‘The spiritual relationship 
on with th 
Mirghi tend ‘the Boden 
tnd le ehiot of yet another Turlga, 6 
find till importing 


80,, Kal 
The wu 


Family 
Tae beoght into. the timelig 
ret nknown tly Kaki, pred of 
Syrian origin ut long resideot tx the Hoja, this 
the traditional family ealing of 
nugget." They dabbed inthe 
nd yious members of the faaily 
jent aoaey changers. ‘They are 
reo Se Arai. a 0 
Money” trananotion aver now takes place without 
the Renkis bing direlly concert.” Fey we theie 
present posbion fet to Najib Saba (ge) Ae Weel 
ght Mand. man of Abdullah Soles and 
former Director of Public Works, and to. Abdulla 
yma Hint. Since His Afajesty'» Govern 
inet started paving an anil nubyhly to Th Sab 
the Raakis have onde rooney tt wil, A Bigh 
proportion of the subsidy goods that cote into the 
Esuniry ary dealt with by thie family. nod throogh 
thir machinations und’ thos» of ‘Nab aad of 
Atelllal Suleyman ach of the gokd preeented by 
{is Majesty's Government kas evotsally found ite 


‘wore small Indep 
real 


way into the coflers of one oF otber of the varions 
Kaaki firms. In 1944 Sadakn and Siraj Kuali, the 
attempt to emugsie: &.eokd 


dire ropeia Those however 
fradually sod and when Ib 
rived in Jedda after meeting King Farooq 
Sadaka and’ Siraj Kaaki petitioned His 
1 grounds that they did ‘wot know that 
doing wrong snd the King, free trom 
I entertain Ring Paroug 
we Kaakis and returned theta the money 
srtain that Abdullah Suleyvaan arranged this, 
haviog advanced the sssney by 
‘able ao royally to. entertain 
timate. of the (amily 
th Balak 
© gold 176,000, bexiden 
Property in’ Mecca. In April 1945 they 
Marted 10 iaterest themselves i real eptate and 


‘Mier ‘Hotel. ans 
The Banqve Mise 


coat gold 30,00. 
re of the faailly ar 


the 

every town Int Ne 
fecception of Med ancial activities 

ccted by hi 

‘arm 


10,000—and is now nt Teast €goid 175000 
{Sea aio romarla shove) 
(9) Abdel Aste Reali ooney changer in Jode 
ee ewe bakery 
m= (neo 4 and 3) in another 
Mon. the 
tho cue 


frm Toshta, 60 


gold. 29,000. 
(a) Salah M0 
(3) Abitiah Kaahi-—Thesw two are 
others wil uncles, 1 is belived, of (1), (2) nad (3) 
have. Hetore the war they were the moat a 
the ily and floweshed in Mees, with 
copital ing. like gold 15,000, ‘Their 
Jrresent ‘capital exceeds €.gold. 00,000—and_ from 
ship with Abdi Avie Kaki ((3) above! 
hove a share af a buaineas which hardly existed 
vee the war but in sow worth gold 


Abu'l Walid). 
A Tripolitan, who is aid to have served under the 
Sensi, Zougbt Uh snd retired into exile 
in Eaypt. wehter maried 
Abdur-Hakmin 'Aesda ey, formerly a desert 
‘Senisi cause, former Rgyptian Minister 
saddi Arabia. Al Qarqaa was brought 
w'Od's notice, 1 is said, by Sheikh Habe 

id cane to the Hejax in 1600. 


reat Iato bones, withthe German 
TNecwarts honorary German Coneal: de 

Semployed by the Goverameat to accompany the 
Aertens engineer Twitchell on bis tour af survey 
toe water warner, Was, ent wi, Tapa 
Suleyman (q.2) to "Adie tn Nowwinher 1210 
investigate the tiopate between the Trai and Th 
SSNS" Goverer Thin aon coal "wo he 
fccompliahed by the two delogaton who, in the 
following: Sear. with, Twat af Madbi formed 
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equally unsuccessful delegation to, San before th 
‘outbreak of the Sa'idi-Vemen war. Was a Sel 
delegate to the Baheein Transit Dues and Kowe 
Blockade Conferences of 1085. Wan aleo a Se'adi 
representative at tbe nogotiations over the Red Sea 
«il concession with Petroleum Concessions (Litnited) 
(edded in 1950). Acted as buyer lor certain Geewan 
goods for the Sa'bdi Government. In 1088 was found 
to be on the stall of Arie Sa'dd, but later in the 
year offically appointed to that of Tha Se’id. Said 
iohave a large mary. Seetns tobe a trusted adviser 
fand said to bo banest in nogotiation, though 
fot necessarily scrupulous 10" Boancial matters 
Accompanied Dr. Mahwivd Hamiuda to. London 
fand Paris jn 1650 in. connexion with the proposed 
Amendinent of the ‘Sanitary Coneention. "Visited 
Germany in 1909 before the outhreak of wat on 8 
‘migsion to purchase aria for Sa'bdi Arabia, Had 
fan foterview with Hitler, bul wes otherwise wowve 
covsful. Has a slight impediment in hin speech 
Speaks French and Turkish and perhaps Talat 
Claims to. have teavelled a good deal 

including Rosia, and is rogerded by Ii 

fan expert on European alse, An interesting talker 
but ean be waspia Said by some people to bo ant. 
rtiah but ie probably only rather pourly pone Arab, 
Is now in, poor health (HMB). Attwmts by 1s 
Majesty's Lngation 10 for Rbalid 
(who be been gi 

octors) to settle in Rigypt with his fa 

far (June 1065) proved unauooeeafu 


38, Muhammad ibn “Abdul 
Médhi, 
A Nefdl formerly Governor of Jisan. ‘Transfered 
stout 1040 to be Governor of Al Khabar, whieh fo 
hing but Arabic and that 
With a strong Nei acceot Comes much lato 
contact with the Americans ofthe Arabian Ametcan 
sty at Dhahran and was lavish in hie 
to His Majesty's Minister when he vielted 
Dhahran in March 1943) Ea ralitude of 
the Royal Air Force for his h one of heir 
 forcelanded on Tard Island in Janua'y 442 
unger brother is Governor of the town of Al. 
utit and aotbor brother, "Abul "Avie ibn MAdhi 
is Governor of Dhibe. 


‘Aziz ibn 


80, Mehdi Bey 
Director-Generil of Police, with headquarters in 
Mecen, for several ora but tn 1608 Was mad 
Director-General rity, thagh 
charred 
rn 
sto ave beens rogizental clerk ithe Tuekiah 
farm, in which  tevther of his ie still an oheer 
Was employed also ia Ring Hoseyn's army. He 
appears to be artteary and ruthless and 1. 
cuniderabe nutty.” A tan of erg 
tnd the Mecca orphatiage, which i under his charge 
bas ben declared. by's competent’ Indien witmeee 
4o be the beatorganised concern bn Se'bdi Arabi 
1h 1038 whew he hd extended the syntem af regalo 
flee to Flas, he was fiven by Thm Serb the tile 
Stat Mealih (The Teatormer 


40. 'Abdur-Rahmén ibn Mubérak. 

Governor of Welt the Legation 
bbut worth mentioning beeae of the importance of 
Kis post in relation to Segypt nod Trassfordan, and 
because Ine was one of the leaders uf the forces, 
filisadranced tase t Dhaba. empaned apna 

m Rida in 1903.” Ts possibly tribal perso 
tather than in. sdminiatrative. Governor, ‘nd my 
be of the family of Homyn ib Mubarak of the 
Hat tribe, who wan a powee st Habigh at the tine 
of the Arab revolt 


41. Muhammad at-Tawit 
A nstive of Jodda of Egyptian origin, Got a salt 
Yost in the custome in Terkiah times and rose 10 be 
Dirootor of Customs in Jedda onder Ki 
Played a leading part in tbe mov ejal 
notables to compel Huseyn'e bvicution and 
recession of King “Al in Octo Resnained 
theory Direetor of Custoras only, but wielded great 
uence under “All, and was deverived aa, being 
racially dictator" Noversber 103, afte hi 
tclumph in dispute with Abioed Soqgéf, tho Pe 
Minister, who decided to Teuve: Promised at th 
time to devote to the eit af the Hlejax every pensy 
of certain stich ho had affected while 
Dizector of Cuwtorin. Left the Haj oo the fall of 
ida, but returned ia 1027 ce early in 1 aod 
Marted 1 saotor traneportbusineen,” Was said 1 
Arial 
after nn 
iaaty 
102 us 1 deportation. Was slow to receive cfs! 
neat, and Was porhape considered wuld 
for sinh ermployment in. tie. Hajos, But was ie 
Septet 1000 placed At the head ef eamatasion 
“turd. snd reorganise th financial and on 
this 
idhtoond op. rngulatons 
ib corm in the process 
he Hoon ‘Custorus pay 
oped. A eapable aad ‘woll-roputed. mas 
‘thorti at’ Halireln, te fel fo 
Oil Cotpany 40 a 
. ne onto Nook utr" 
hows with the Clovornmont tn 1a, ALTawt 
‘enw recalled tn 10 wd roplnced ty tw eoparato 
‘ins In his posta ax Divvtor of Vinante and 
toma. “Iu 1008 appointed, (agalnat 
his will) manager of the ‘Nojd’ Motor ‘atapart 
Company." 'Sinog 1043 mppents to: have: fved to 
nt on he Mes. The company fo 


42. Mustafa Badruddén, 

Direc of Cu in 

" dv African eelgin. Te 

Tis. We in swap In 

‘house some Youre ago aod Tater became Dirvetor of 

Gintome at Vanhanen to odd tho 

saime capacity” in 1080." A ivan cof Tide. slit. 

‘ory honest Popularly supponsd 

"Pad vortaily conceals ery 

nay Mave for the British. Ta 

‘opted to be. woll kn with gangs Of dhow:men 

nds acrone the Red Sea. Arrested 

‘large consigoment of gold was 

cought. being amuggled out of Jeddn 10° Egypt 
Toteasod shortly after. 


A North Aftiosn 
tobably about 
Tedd custom: 


48, Ibrahim an-Neshmi. 

Formerly Amir of Saul. Baid to be « Neji 
have bows orginaly'« miakar of natiew foot 

© have been in Afediaa while he THashinites sti 
had’: and a hve eecnped to. the Saat 
share his knowledge ofthe stunt 
0 vine that ho wns given 
to have been einploved at ‘Tobak und perspe mt 
Yanbu in the soauing years He beentne nates 

Trruncy 1080 fern large-scale raid into Trem 
jeedan sill to ¢hat of “Abstol-sAvie ibn Mince 
fe) about the eatce time, “He was aprarcettt ee 
the Line nlendy Governor of Jai post from Wich 
‘he King distnased itn about the end of the yeor 
tot, iw explainod. Bocas the ma was bail 
because the King desired to litinate. cates, of 
‘quarrel with Hi Majesty's Government: Reaypeaced 
subsequently us Governor of Al“Ula, but wan rane, 
{erred to an unspecified pout in o about Sime 1888 


u4 


He appeare 
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1084) one of the more) importan 
‘commanders i thy Western APmy to 

Governor of Turia in 

$, when he was appointed 


44. Qattin Family. 
(1) Yusuf ibm Sal 
originally a servant in a cofleeal 


Became pul 
Bose 40 bo president of ‘iunicip 
tundee the Turk but was sil so uneducated Eat be 
was taid to be unable to tell "the letter Alit fro 
2 telogenph pote ime Minister of Pobli 
Works undee King Huseyn, Was said in 1900 to be 
full of acheter connected. with the pilgrimage aod 
‘the advancotnent uf his 4on No. (2) below. Has 
also ‘ome to notioe ux one of the agents concerned 
With the propertion of the Sherifan favaly 

() ‘Abbie Qatidn, an xmbitlass young man, bora 
about 1001, who was himaelt president of th 
‘maunieipality ia Mocen fw 100 and ‘apes that 
post. Hee the right-hand man of Sheikh ‘Abdulla 
Boleymaa, Miniater of Finance, and ix chiel crganisor 
Of the hatele at Moves, Fes and Bedin, 


45, Quaaibi amit 
An iinpartant tere <A family in the Persian Gulf 
The leprion i indebted the plea age. th 
Bahrein or an account of aber, which was drwen 
tip in Tune Wah, an of which the follwing’ 8 


 Riyhih. 
Componer beh 
dren of the sate motte by we beotbvers, 
‘who 
wninosa and property 
lise" headauartorn, Hasna and” Nejd 
spite the wealth 
net of ether birth 
and wise the 
‘epoted phous: ewspected by 
‘Was Sa'ddi delegate to. the abustive 
se nt Kuwalt 1, 

0 Ma ‘lightened 
nl. wonderful fellow for pour Pimseseed 
sone Mow Bgllah and 
eoustonned to pearl 
Senaible: but. oon 

(3) "Abdullah the Hoswn, intelligent. and 
but of mean and low charneter amd meddlesoee 
Thelined to bo howstful and diated by Th 84’ 
‘A) Hasan ibm Tbeubtey, very forlah and. grull 
and. us low » charaeter 
1) Siad ibm. brahim 
Thana, Not pos 
‘to be goat 
‘andl (4 


Wheo the abovn infornation wae supplied in 198 
the Queaibis bud reat lalluence wing to. their 
position as agunte of Tbe Sa’dd in abroin aul buyers 
‘of lhe requirement for Nejd, we well ox to their 
‘wealth and their hl on ror they he 
Teut nanny. Their ricat vod edo. wn 
the King hinwelf, who owed then ia 100 something 
like £80,000, and who, althogls nhout hall of this 
‘had been paid off hy June 1G, still ved Uheas the 
balance. Abdurrshiade was given in the latter year 
‘roving cowmiasion to try and raise the wind forthe 
Sa'Gdi Government iy Europe, but fale completaly 
‘The rvlations of the with the King na longer 
close ns formerly. They resented the 

od by Muharnmad at-Tavell (7.©) 

oy were driven by had bitsiness to prees the King. 
for money. He has of late emplaysd other persons 
to buy for him, but he is not Keown to have depeived 


‘the Qusnibis of theie general ageney for him at 
Bahrein.. The Amir Sa bd frequently employed tbe 
Qusaibis to buy goods Toe him in Bombay, but Was 
in Apel 1042 to have become diseathfied wit 

nl to be employing other agente 


46. Rashid Family. 

Former rulers of Hail. Little is known of the 

remnants of this family once a powerfol abd late 

fallen, even before ite final collapac, that it wee 

‘even in such» land of 

wd ol docneati 

stse of 

eg Hf tho Shammar tribes from which It sprang 

Should go ogainst Tha Se'Od. Te te understood that 

after the fall of Hil, the King pursued a policy of 

eption, vot of annihilation, sod. that many 
Beni Bi 


ought up with his younge 
re inclined in the Unt ob eid to be the 
children af x flashid lady, wheen Tha Sad married 
‘aftoe their birth. Their ame 

(2) Sultan and 

Mish'ab 

the latter of which corresponds with that of an Infant 
hild of the Taat ruling tha Rail, given in the 
i017 ‘of Persooalities In Arabia.” Two other 
persone to Bolles, who are sald to be 
Plated to the Bont Tash, vx 

B) Manadr ibm ‘Asaf, who In asid to have been 
taken Into Ibn Sa’dd's sarvicw nd to have served 
for «term a8 Governoe of Febik; are his beter 
(A) Nisir the “Aaf, who also served. Ton Subd, 
bk wae reported t od into Traoyjorda 
in 198 

[As the information 
it fa worth noting that th 

pane The Bash tre 


Abdul “Aate 
(7) Rashid al Stubeysin al Jobe 

(8) Sulthn ib Talal Jabs 
Fala ibn Hound at a 

may be blentios! with (1) sod 

The Umm at Qura early in 1085 

ve el Rashid who entne tothe Hepa 

‘Thi ist 


ave a Tat 
with Tha Se'dd to Maroh ofthat 
fave except (6). un 


(10) ‘Abstllob. af Mi 
(11) ‘Whi ok "Absa, 

At least one Ton Hashld secumpanied the Kin 
on, the Atnie Faseal, to the Yemen front in Ap 


princes ate greatly in evidence fo The 
ining treated generally very toveh 
lite bs ows younger ane 
‘Toe ealy inter of the family cutsule Salk 
Arabia, nod therefore of sane importance, (13) 
Mubamninad ts ’Abdul Mubsin. ne esl Wea 
shout 1910. Lives att 
sehoue pley pre 
\o receive « Fenuoe of bout £3) 2 nth 
nto Inve ant ot, withthe eognisance of 
the Tate King “AK to aise tbe Slate 
fronts and take Hal, but returoed 
with standards sil 'vnturled, having jodged. the 
moment bot propitious Still keope tn toch, with 
the Stismsmar and waintaine belouin tote of ie 
Described as ordinarily « eather dul. bang TouBR 
san. umd perhaps ot very. resouretul. ta 
resented with» gud enough opportunity, be w 


quickly be off seross tho desert to. re 


Riféda Family. 
‘Chiefs of the Billi tribe 
ment st Wejl The moat notable resent 
the fasnily, Saleymin Afskn, played a not inca 
siderable te 

in 1916 

‘brother Salle ‘irlier, left 200 
Hamid his generation were. at 
enmity Shelkdship on 
His uncle's death. "He was coo of several Hejast 
heikhe who approached the Tesisdency in Cairo io 
1034, complaining both of King Humyn's tyranny 
snd bis inability to. protect. them p 
Wahhibis. He came into greater protnisience. in 
128, when, having returned from TYansjondan and 
taken to brigande da coup at Wefh 


ofthe tribe. After frthet 
riod of exe be care ito sll greater prominen 
{a 102 by invading’ the Hejux st the heed al 2 
rebel band. ‘He and two, it woe sald of i 
tere killed, but ‘there may be curvivrs of 
Wraneh. At the utet of the revolt Theuhitn vst 
the Kag at tho Dead of a loyal deloprlon, ‘he i 
Sti) Tew the Th wt the 
ovemnoeof Weph a now Tha Mubdrak (use No. 40) 
The family have etfockes with a ectle of the Bl 
atatliahed in Egy 


48. Rushdi Mathas, 
‘Was editor of the Umm al Qury 


linpartant of the two woekly newspapers p 
Mesa ‘organ ol thea’ 


ed ‘post to. 108, 
with the news 


though believed to bo sill connect 
paper. A. Palestinian rom  Nablva 


ollawing 
Yusul 


don trodden Tittle enan 

talkative 
Mecature and’ history.” 5 
some Preneh, 


49. Salih ibn Abu Bakr Shata, 
Torn probably not Jater than 1800, Comoe of a 
Much 

‘iatrib: 

Flell to 


Well resd in Atabie 
ke good Turkish ad 


the Hejazi otal 
of King Hoseyn in October 1024 anu rolled in de 
course to Tha Ba'dd, "Tecate 

to the “Arwir Faysal in Wis. ex Viceroy 
Spoken of in 1080 as posable Minister of Est 
tion in Cabinet then rumourel ta be fn edintemp 
tien, bot, HC the rumour wee true, the project wan 
foot pursued. “When the Cabinet wes eventually 
(rganived on ite present lines early in 1082 and the 
‘Amnir Fassal was giewo the Ministry of the Tuterior, 
tn well as others, Silth Shita wos sade bis chinf 
fasistant in that Ministry. Tn 1900 was » roomber 
Of the Legislative Assembly, Related to, Na 
Referred to in, 1943 as d Deputy” of the 
Advisory Coureil 


50. Sdayri Famils 
Take their name 
Nejd.Arerelated to Too S4'6d Uhroogh the ack that 


hia mother wax a Sdayri. He las, maneuver, taker 
two wives from the damily. Six members af the 
family are worthy of olice, vin -— 

(1) “Abdallah as-Sdeyri, Governor of Tebdk since 
about the beginning of 1661. Trancderred eatly in 
1096 to Medina (ace No.3) 


Abdul ‘Azis ax-Sdayri, Governor of Juuf, with 
arters ut Quriyat. Beoutee of the peaximity 

of his Governorate to Transjordan and his frequent 
contacts with the authorities of that country Wo is 
tnd most important member of the 


(4) Muhomwad ar-Sidayri, younger brother of ( 
Governar of Saba, 
(3) Ahad fbn Turki wa8deyr, Govertior “ot 
AL Qunfida 
(@) Abdur Rehman 9s-dayri, formerly Govern 
£ Dhofor, appointed Governor of Jedia in April of 
1045. hs cervel-Jooking ia out 85, 
bright, bot wily. relion on) Aly 
1h hie new 


51. Sha'ibi Pamil 
portend iBone 05 the Kevyersh Key 
the Ka'sba te hereditary in tho. Tabaly. The 

eroputies fe vey” Toorallvo. bocause all” pyesoes 
tong the Iewuba med to ako a pelt 

\othe Rooper secording to their maane. "The family 

tre aaiitediy deseendante of the Qurayeh tre 

thn not eis elnimed” thatthe 

n pretalemts mes wd 

= ‘ron that 

‘Aocordagt ‘blot 

clwon inthe Loh eeuury” when tht 

tale ined and tho. cowation pest 
through a lady of the family who yy 

The fate Kecpor' year 

that this angi be rue bot here Ie 
Another branch atthe 

onoant, frmrly i 

Mecen.” The rex the Key be 
() Mahan F fn elderly may 

inthe Je Keeper, who dle 
thle lative we 


Alivlloh osh-Sha'Ibi, next in auecersion. a 
w of Key. Ts tombor of the Targistativ 
bly und tws Held tiimerous other itmpertan 

ports of nm honorary ature.” Highly reepected 


52. Sherifian Family. 
‘Also ‘of descent from 
‘the Prophet, but this na 
‘more partioulurly affeted by the fully 
mh "Dhaew have boen i the past nnd 
‘he present numerous families. eltening this 
1 Uheengh owe or other of ths sone of “All, the 
fourth Caliph and wasrin-law of the Prophet. There 
frei. Arable: Wout ma 
ule of Sher, which fe 
Hinaan, tho ole a known 
lively as Abra steuing rhowt con 
Spiewous in the Hlejas trace this descent throng an 
intermediate commen anetator ‘Hasan ibn” Abo 
Numey, who was Grand Sherif of Meces in the lator 
part of the TOU century. ‘Thewo groupe of his 
descendants are accounted pecially nportant, 
The Dhiwt Zayd, 
‘The Abadila, 4 particular branch of wh 
the Dhdwi "Abn, and 
The Dhive! Baralo 


All Grand Sheri of Mecea in the 17th century 
srore draw from the rival Dhiwi Zeyd and Diet 
‘Aub. The lat Grand Sheri belonging to the former 
was "Abdul-Mutallib, who held the post three tines 
at ang terval the mnjerby flanged to the 
Dhawi Aun, of whan eate'the late King Huseyn 
0d hie sone F owcas 
Aithough the most important members. af the 
ily now live obtalde Ba'bai Araki, their 

don With Uhe Hejan Ie 80 close x to josily 
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this general notice. ‘The following list, yery incor. 
plete, shows those who are worthy of notice -— 


(8) Dh Zeya 
(“Alt Heydar —Vormerly resided in, Constan 
Aianple Worked in withthe Young Turks and was 
one time Miniter of Auqat Appointed ¢ 
Sheri to nupornede King Husoyn iu or about 10 
but wae naturally “unable to uanume’ the post 
sieotirely "Soup early in 1920 for British support, 
in oblainlog pom of Regent or Governor of Hear 
ue Tin Sal Gd. “Moved ater that yeat to Beit, 
tits he died in 1994." Had several sons te ei 
&t Whotn, Abdal-Mojil, s_muriad to"8. Turkish 
pritocas (whole not, However, ax stad tu u prove 
erwnalites Report, m daughter af the ex-Caiph 
‘Abt Majd), and showed ugnaof politcal ambition 
fee the Armiation One of “Al Hay 
the mother of two of his younger 
birth” Yet uodtber som stadied st St 
Ii the distinction of sting on lest a atthe 
aeiage of a Sootch divin nt Se Gile’s Cathedral 
Cie people, mpartant to kept in, hgh 
400 abslous patio! Importance at present 
(2) Ja'afar Haidar, brother of the al ba 
lid ia Constantinople. 
with tho elderly Stent ‘AN St 
108 und wan doer ax se 
Matai. 
{G) Sharaf ‘Adndn Pasha a Ghalib an-Zeyd— 
Formerly trequeoted. bots Co 
Hejon, Spoken of in 1028 08 
Hoja, if Tn Sb woo the wor lected president 
‘ofthe Moalem Congress at Mocs in June 1030, nad 
seas lnter the vehile of Thn Sw'b'e retusa to hol 
tother owing to. altitude of the. "All brother 
Reprosontod thn ‘Sa'dd. In 1027 at conference st 
abn to dont with the ed Son Kedratoumn 
concession in the Fars Island 
ta" prized und dsiering. 
back ume 


wo lived at Tae} 
sito Absa 


Tho Saad In om 

innow’» ender of the Legislative Counel. tn 1800 

‘ppointed 10, be.» meiner of the King’s. sulle 

ppenre now (148) to spend il hie ime ae Mecen 

ail Tai” 'A courteouy, Sigalf man, rather sent 

find with something of « brooding ar 

(@) Khilid-—A. ‘nephew of "the. “AIL Jo'far 

el ai (2). Impllcated. in the. eaneplveny 
Tin SoG in HSE and ue netive yam 

found Aden, "Pethape the anmo’ne Bherit Rhalst 

Sadiq Admin 


(1) Dhdvet “Aun, 

(0) "All ibn “Ahdullah.—Formerly Grand Short 
Disnisbe by the Turks in 2007. Kosi in Egy ph 
Dosoribed in June 162 ws a nelive supporter of the 
Hisheal-Abre ol Hija 

) “All itm” Huseyh—Ex-King of the Hoja 
Succeeded King Huse¥n on his abdication it Ostober 
1924, but was compelled. to abandon ntenabte 


{eSeagdad, where he died o is Februnry. 1908, 
(8) Payaat fon Heseyn, —Riog of "Taq. Died in 
10050 anil was succeed! by bis gon Ghar who died 
in 1090 leaving an infant son Faysa 
(9) “Abdullah thw Huseyn—Aiole of Transjortao 
(10) Zeye ibm Huseyn-—Had 'n Turkish toother, 
f granildaughler of ‘the: woll-koown Grate Visier 
Kteshid Paaba, and has ‘property. interests quite 
net from these of his, brothers. Born in 
tantinople in, 1900-—formerly Traqh Minister at 
Ankur. Appointed Iraqi Minister at Teelin in 
September 1886, "Now reades in Turkey aceoxionally 
iting hi nephew the AeA Tia, Regent of 
‘ali these, except perhaps (10), have issue. So had 
King Hoseyn's brother Nisir, now decoused, who ltt 
six tons and four Qnoghters 


(208) “Abdul Hamid AI"Aun—Undeestood to be 

« grandson of (8). Chiedly noteworthy as being the 

figure in the Sberifan plot against Ibn $a'Bd 

Arrested and sentenced to death, be was 

pardoned (Atnir “Abdullah of Transjordan interceded 

for hitn). “After w period of detention at Riyédh be 

was allowed to leave the country with the two 

Jounger brothers and some other relatives who were 
leated. Now believed to be in Egypt 


(©), Dhaet Borat 
{ul} Sharaf ibn “ABdaLAwhsin —Seena-40 have 
served King Heya ta Hgypl bet entered the oe 
The Sa'hd and tease Aiea Arbo, 
Appoited Pesibeat of the 
pectorate of Goverment Departments 1880 
Hin’ preset oficial status te fot Known, a tbe 
tnapectrte lo uadersced to have been skalibed 
(D) Apparently ofthe Abate stocke though not of 
ee Diet ten 
(1) Shik ibn" Zepd_ ibm Fowets —Pormeely 
Gavernoe of Tels pom which sens te have be 
hereditary in he fy. ‘Print ofthe Beda 
Condrot "Roar in Teamaordan ud iotatly 
Sancta with Uso Arne "Adula, with WH, Be 
fas thrown in ae ed 9 A 
1094 Wen a tanasios ea 
yy tha ie arte 
ln Bey brotha of the preceding — 
‘he same au the * Bart Hamod" wbo 
tthe plot with Ne. (10a) nad was cari af to 
og it mai the reed 
ib Raji cus (12) 
: overnite ie 
Now readce ut Hagia TJcnigel oth in ders 
til Bograd as blog the Short Sharat veataoed oy 
‘Tie ndDabbagh in Pobranry 1002, tn «lle 
‘hie fll nt the hue of te Su68 Coverme 
te tna wh tight be wale inthe Conse 
aia! Thn Sab 


(F) Been wy to place, but perhaps of the 

(18) “AU"m Ahmad ibm Manvir—A_ younger 
ember af a family, to of whotn were prealaedt D2 
King Huseyn’ thie and had great inloence i the 
Harb tribe. Thi "Ait has oaly come to notice 
having heen ono of the persons arrested at Meco 
id deported to Iiyhal! at the tine of the TH 
Titian 10882, 

(10) “AN ibe Hsseyn at Harithi —Ove of, the 
Shorts of Muda’, near Tait, ‘Teok part i the Arab 
revolt ond ia en ‘conquerors 
of Damascus 
having town af Ubat time at attractive young ms0, 
physically splendid and full of courage, resoure® 
fcrgy. ‘Seems to have resettled in the Helse, 8 
the was arrested at Meces and deported to Riyhal at 
the time of the Tb Hida ao in 1092 

(2) Muhammad Mohanna—One of the Jedda 
family, one member of which was chiet of the Co 
trollig Department in 1917, and waa then descr 

pottle- nosed bandit," while hin brother, still 
ative, was said to have sequired wealth by snuggling 
sand general robbery, ‘This Muhammad is oly 
interesting becatace he wi ‘Jed 
sent to Riyidh at the tine of tbe Th Rifida ae 

(18) and (10) M. “AL and Muhammed al-Bedewet 
(a diminutive of ‘eda’. Members of fmt 
listantly Telated to. King Huseyn a 
important ‘in the Juheyus tebe and jn the coast 
tomas of the Northern Hejas. Despite the simiaaty 
thane, they would appear tobe ‘seo distinet 
though closely related peteons. Both were mabced 
‘p's the Th itd ani 19. M.A brea 
Gm object of attention in Transjondan snd w= 
oe lone arvsted to Tuly to lhe topenrare of #8 

‘Amir. Muhammad seme to have been ta trade at 
Suet and Dhaba and was concerned im attempts 1? 
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rt supplies by wea to Ton Rifida. It was probably 
Be who twas reported Killed in the defeat of Ue robelk 


53. Suwayt Family. 
‘Leaders in the Dhifi tribe. Two members of it 
figured in reports from Kuwait about 1986:— 
(U) Je'dén, « disgruntled man, hovering between 
allegiance to King Faysal or to Tba Sa'bd and {00 
fod to cote to terms with either; and 
PG) “Ajemi, recognised na chief of the tribe by Thn 


5A, Adu Tugeyga Family. 
crmerly chic of the Ti 
section of the lewoytht tee, ith 
posi at Dhaba. Hatta thei common ancestor, 
Wren chiet of the tbe prior to his death ia, about 
310 Ove af be sauzy gremiacne Abed Tim 
Mahaonmod ibn Haf', woe Shien 1517. He came 
ts notion fa 1034 a5 coe af several Teen abeyEhe 
tho appronched the Residen i a oa 
Fat Ring Huseyes to iis lonbiity 
Wiprotect ttn ngaast the Wahab. He 
to Rive nen Govern uf Dab 18, bt 
Sear tbe fecaly were appereealy Ia 
irith the “y ‘hat Abed and 
Toor ethos were sand hore 
fied fo Bert, Xe nbeen tthe family 
‘rere concerned ia mol the Hefur by 
Toa lata tn 1283." Sever of them Ton tht lees 
Jett adventure snd Eve tore were repeted by ths 
F mandee to have ba iter” Tm 
og the survivors wan, bow 


(1) Muhammad ibm [1] Abdurrakiee ibn Aliedn 
i eorteader with Ibn 


lett “Aqaba for Egypt eat i 
the person against whom an exolusion onder wae 
trade igypt rather Tater, but whose name i given 
‘Muhammad bin Ahmed 
probable survivor ie 
{2 Mohd ibn Ahmed ib 1 
it ‘the rebellin and tried to make 
fe peace with tba 8a'0d 
Although the above su 
at al plete ioerted 
rity of the family hatred of Ton $d, and the 
survival of {I}, who eeeran to have been sh netive 
Header and may crop up 9 


95. Turkt ibn Madhi. 
Was in. 1082 Inspector: and wae 
anociated with Fated ibn Zu'aye in efforts to make 
Tho Sa'bd realise the gravity of the situation pre 
ceeding the open revolt of the Idrisi at the end of 
‘October. Tdentical with the person mis-named at 
the time "Abdullah ibm Turki fon Mabdi, who, with 
Abdal-Wabhib Abu Malhn and two chiels of 
‘Asiri tribes, was sent of a missing to. the Tinim 
iya in Jude 1037. Took part in further nepotie. 
on with the Imm early in 1998. Woald therefore 
appear to be ove of Th Sa'bd's experts in ‘Asie and 
Yemen affairs. “Accompanied Khalid al Qargani and 
Hamad Suleyman on thei fruitless tnission to 
in 1084, before the outbreak of the Sa'édi 
war. Visited the Yemen again in May 1943, und in 
the autumn of 1044 a» Ibn Sa'dd’'s mpecial envoy 
to the Imito. The real purpose of his visit was to 
repeet of) conditions in the Yemen, He described 
the, people as groaning under the yoke of the Timm 
and anxious te transfer their allegiance to Ibo 


Saba 


56. Yahya an Nasri. 

Principal quarantine doctor at Jeddn. A Syrian, 
like ‘most doctors, now employed by the Sa'Gdi 
Government, Born probably about 1807. Studied 


in Constantinople and Beirut, Previously quaran 
tine doctor at Yanbu", Pleasant and well regarded 
hy the lepation. Speaks Turkish and French, Was 
Wii delogate to the meeting of the International 
Health Offes, Paris, ia October 1994, Appoiated 
early in 1043. to bo Director-General of Publi 
Health is suvecasion to Mahmid Hamdi 1 
(See 187 report) eported to ave suffer 
Inental oollapne and to have Jeft for treatment in 
January 1945 


37. Yusuf Yasin, Shaikh, 
Brobably born about 1808. A Sy 
said by. his enemies to be of Yexidi origin. Was at 
School in Jeruaaletn i 1017, Joined King Faisal at 
"Aqnbs. and. went with him to Damascus. Lett oo 
the approach of Uhe French and joined King Huseyn 
in Mecos, Attached by him to the Amie ‘Abdullah, 
Ai with whom he remained six months, 
Forwed #0 low an opinian of the ‘Amir that, 
cconing to his ow he rae with Huveyn 


'a Nejdi delegate at the 

20." Kemained. ed 

oun. yours, bist 
‘ook pact in nogotia- 
fone with Sir G Clayton to. 1025, 1027 nnd 128 
‘Acted ax Atiiater for Porvign Affaire in absanee of 
Dr, "Abdullah DamnlOji in 1020 wind 3027. Reported 
In 2088 to have worked to tnderinine inuen 

caf Darnldji, who resigned that your, and of ithe 
Wahba (gir), Employed in various nogotiations and 
Wetodl at the Mluistey for Foreign Aduirs, for 
Wi and for tho "Amie Payal 


Ministry during tho absences of 
Pond fairs, in 104, 1908 and 1006.” Went to 
apd at tho end of 105 to nogotlate tho Ba"od 
Trkg, Treaty. of Trothrboad and Alliance. Was 
ie ot i ctrctivonen ring hw Cayo 
Dogotiations, and. ix ‘naturally ‘ba 
if but can on oe 
inte and oven conclinory,"Tulow hie ey 
facts rom’ the King, Winsett, Yo: whom We. appears 
‘who probably rants 


onan of ie 


charter and kes, Kuropoan know ledge. 
yen of s fanati, Wut hax noquired the Sure of 
iin eivent. Works wry hard but delights erating 
dimcuttios apd eecks to car hin master's rise for 
Sciing problone of hi own mantuoture. He fols 
Slat sum of hie ln othe Ring andthe 
eal power of hi postion to allow hinaelf to ba the 
Trott ot the King and of theea who sim thei wit the 
ame way as tho King, aad often deliberately playn 
he ate te Ringo ben the 
‘sod monogamy are. standing. palace 
feof “Abdul al Suloymin 

assistant, Najib Salhe 

a continously in th 

im in Jed Ae ty 

ieipal chan 

King and the logation he basin prnctice exercise 
the functions of Foreign Minister, the Amir Faysal 
bring Title more than « Bigue-head. He was the 
inogotintor for Ba°hd Arabia of the Sx'Gdi-Kowe 
[gpeementa which be signed at Jedda on” the 
bth Apri 1042. He ail exercises control over the 


publication ia it. He hae eel cl 
Of English which he noquired during a short stay in 
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Surbiton when he accompanied the Amir Sa'dd 40 
England, for the’ coronation of King cers Vi 
ster ropidity thas 
n in Arabia aod retains something of 
fceth Lebanon accent. Went on a Visit 
where he and his two brothers corn farm 
property, in May 1945. A rapprochement took place 
between hits and Najib Silla (No. 60) in 1943 and 
ho bitterly opposed the lattes damienal in. Apell 
104, remaining in clue touch with itn after his 
dloparture to Baypt, During the discussions between 
His Majesty's Afnister and Tha Sa’ early fn 1044 
cn the reorganiation of Sb finances and ecomomy 
wus ‘tmoaiy obstructive and supported Abdullah 
Saino cprsing tay ropes fx rl A 
to be genuine though it occasionally serves bs a 
Cloak w hide personal motives. A diffclt colleague 
With the snalt-nindedness of » Latakian grocer but 
hot unpléanant if taken with a pinch of salt. His 
Engliah continues to. tmprove, thanks to the 
sceeastes efort of Tegation secretaries 
Was the a'tdi delegate at the Preparatory 
Cominittee Meeting ‘of the Arab Canforence. at 
‘Alesana in Ostober 1044, aay the eovenaat 
‘Ot the Arab Langue om beh of Bath Arabia 
Mach 104 ‘on hie vit 


88. Muhammad Surir ax-Sabbdn, 
Department. Som 


have been Abyaain 
rn ah wes st one 
tiine important, but becarne latterly bankrupt. Was 
‘clerk in the swunisipality under King Hoseyn, and 
‘in aad to have tried to saanasitinte Tha Saba when 
‘he conquered the Mejas in. 1045. and to have been 
brequontly incaroarnted at Riyddh, Teturned to 
the Hejat about 1920 and was taken up hy: the 
Minister of Finanee, whose powerful influence got 
‘appointed about two years ngo Wo bie present 

i. Became seoond only to hie ia the Ministry 
of Finance in practioal importance, and during the 
Intter's obvence at Hudeyda in May 1004 wae in 
(rol of it. Manager of the Arabian 

med to promote 

Continues to have 


woul entepvieas-operted ia 1006 oo hate 
"grent folowing in offical cincles. Pleasant 
feces at ano. be moat enpeble. Has 
Joinger Ortho, “Abdullah, who eno, however ot 
iny"iimporanee, Hy 1000 Mubammast Swett had 
Tort all once, an wea kop sty to the it 
of his pont ax head of the Accounts Branch of the 
Minitty of Finance Soe abe discal o€ aj 
Saint (gn) hw. Tapdly-ropsined hs iaoenee 
Hany ot 04S wna reported Yo have quuraied with 
Shaikh Atdulith Suloyinin owing tthe appoint 
toent over him of 4 Inapecto ite Minste of 
Finance. Left for Baypt ia hull in June. Tete 
said chat the Governtaat owe him» over £800,000, 


89. ‘Abdul Kertm ibn Ze 
«appointed Genernor of Qa in 1096. Nophew of 
‘Abdul-Aviz iba Zeyd (No. 8) 


60, "Abdullah Khawaiter, 

| Ot Nejdl origin. Born aboot 2887. Tntimate of 
Abdallah Sulayman aod Haumad Soleymnin with 
swhom he speat many years in Bowley’ lead of 2 
Sein of tho Misty of Hance and tye 3 
owning man." spoon of an vl to Mader 
Sure (No. —s 


61. Asaf ibn Huseyn, 

Appointed Governor of Najeia and the versitories 
ot Yann "in 1084, after the conclusion of the Treats 
fof Taif with tho Yemen. Had previously bees 
Governor of Kus 


62, Ibrahim Shura. 
Egyptian. Born ab 
in about 1928 as teacher 
Education Dape 
wrth Bhapkh Hate Waa. Am 
tive, Has a. seustioring_of 
Sppointed head ofthe Sood Plgrionage F 
Burest ot Sfeosn er 


89, Jamit Dai al Musaltim 
Legal adviser, or aa 
reign Affaire. Born about 190, 
in Egypt. Good knowledge of Eng 
hia proseat appointinent vies “Id Havent (No. 88) in 


January 108). ‘Thin was notable chiedy as a Hejari 


id waa attributed to the 

“Jawal Dad iv beotber of 

1 pilgrim guide whose activities have come to the 

‘unfavourable notice of the logation. Has been found 

‘On many ocensions obstructive and Gctioas. Te 

probably neither very intelligent nor energetic. Hae 

aol Tatuerty (1044) ts be nore co-operative 

in hia deatinge with the legation, Aecomnpanied the 

‘Sa'ddi delegation to the San Francisco Conference 
fn Ape 1045 


64, Kamil al Qassdd. 

yan” Horm bout 878. | Yrwery Aang 

avevtion nthe Hej, nae Bit 

Tteseyn ‘ater tne in haba wth Ton Sel sd 
beeatte’ Bab! propagandist, Prominent. it 

uring. troubles ia’ Paleting a account of 

tectivitn ‘aa Ibn Sa'0d's go-between withthe 

Boprome Arab Commitee at Jervalem, whaee be 

Changed with connate 

Vaid an oneiraive vt 

ftminer of 1906 to the Hej. and in 1007 red 1 

Fersundo Tha, Ga'0d to take ‘part ina, Male 

enterence on Prletine. Yn 1D4E wee fablg fee 
pont of Syrian representative to Babli Arebla 


05. Khairuddin Zuraikli, 
‘Syrian journalist 


Horn about 1880. ¥ Al Qibla, Meces 


joined the latter. Adviser to the 8 
Cairo in 1985, Now (1043) Secrota 

Lagation there. Counsellor of the legation in 10H. 
Accrony of Shaikh Yusuf Yasin and Najib Salhi Tt 
is he and not the ageing Fawean-as-Sabig (got) ®8° 
runs the Sa'ddi Logation which he skilfully wses 
‘cover for the promotion of his 


doo coriderabin arm. to, Bad 
intrigue.” Attended the Breparato 

Meeting of the Arab Conference in Alexandsis i 
October 1044 with Yosut Yasin and nis the dives 
sions which led up to the signing of the Covenant 
‘of the Arab Langue in March 1943. King Tha Sa 
has mow (June 1045) decided to rweal Khairodit 
fromm Cai to Jedda where ho is to be Yowuf Yas’ 
aaintaat at the Ministry for Foreign Aare 


66. Muhammad Sédiq ibn Abdullah 

orn in Hjex aboot 1968. Tn 100 wax prinsipal 
of the Military School st Mecca.” War commandaat 
of the Jedds garrison during Inst daye of King Alt 
Cats for Egypt in 1027 
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An associate of Tahir ad-Dabbigh in anti-Sa'adi 
activities abread, At instance of Sa'ddi authorities 
twas roquired to leave India in 1983. Subsequent]y 
travelled in Iraq, Transjordan and Palest 
Hetumed with Tahir to Sw'ddi Arabia under the 
fanunesty of 1095 and in 1096 was wade successively 
Assistant Director of Augh( aod Director of the 
Census. Reported to be # nan of integrity 


67. Seyyid Muhammad Shata. 
Younger brother of Sélih ibn Abu Bakr § 
(No 4G}, | Born about 1908, Holder of an Egypt 
degree in religious law. Inspector in the Sinstry of 
Blvcation fn 1685 member of an unoticial delega 
tion for the collection of Wagt moneys in various 
Ialamic countries and India, which did wot, however, 
leave thie country. Tn 1090 appointed Inspector of 
Sharia’ Courts 


at Tayyed. 
rhe Bore ebout 1867. Held 

shire igi 
milan erpbore 
Vegnning of 1080 fro a pot in ho 
Becoi ple toe secretary abd ADC. Wo the 
Deputy inter for Delence,  AMtacbed x Malas 
titeet to the Ticlish LAC, trsiniog oa whieh 
Simved in Tail fn Slay 1044 to Tnatruct the Sa'SL 
trony i thr banding of ermoured car ponend {0 
the Becudi Arablas Goveccument by He Majesty's 
ceniment At nhrigoee who a ck poplar wi 
Me" adlenguce nd who la Bepternber O44 "was 

replaced by n Soungtr eer 


69. Najib Ibrahim Salhé, 
A young man of Syrian origin, educated at the 
Amerioan College, Beirut. or probably about 
‘the Hojex ‘via the Sodan, 
by Gellatly, Hankey 
mn) (Lelmited). After # short but 
evlee with at frm in Jedda, 
Heng 
i useful 
who secrotary he 
hreeatne. Te 1996 placed in change of « newly-created 
ment of the Ministry af Finance, wtyled 
ice af Public Works,"” established to deal with 
the growing number of foreign concerns holding eon- 
cconstons in Sabai Arabia. By 1100 he had extab- 
{ished hitsslf in. the confidence of Abdullah 
sn to the detritnent of Muborntuad. Surir, 

‘employed as purchasing agent for the 
Fiching Mineelf alimest openly by 
asians. Hecate indispensable to 
of Finance and wes specially commis: 
doned by the King to deal with supply matters, bot 
{ound {¢ difficult to exerelse his functions without 
much interference from Yueuf Yasin. After the out 
break of war he was in constant contact with the 
Negatica and showed himself intelligent and frank. 
He worked very tard and co-operated most helpfall 
with the legation in the endeavour to organise th 
provisioning and finances of the country. - Was free 
En his eriticiam of the ignorance und incarnpetence of 
‘mont of the members of the Sa'Gdi Gaverament and 
made many enormios but was loyally backed by 
“Abdullah al Suleymdo, and was probably the most 
ficient of all the King’s servants. He was said 
Yo have eoriched himecif but thie ix scarcely 
remarkable ina country where emoluments are 
certain of payment caly if the offeial fe in a position 
to help himself. Although be abstain frtn tobaces 
tind alcobol he makes no pretenoe of being a Wabhabt 
or oven a very devout Moslem "Barly in 1044 
fidence came to light which sborwed him in hie trae 
falours Tt was found that he had mae wee of his 
forition to enrich 


melt, and one of his associates 


that he had deliberately misinformed the legstion 


tre supply and financial situation of th 
in onder to ensure the continuance of Hl 
Government's gencrous aistance to 
Sekai’ Arabin and thereby to imereace his owe 
fortune. When tm Cairo arly in 1044 ie bogan 
intriguing with the Atnencany, hom he had ulways 
out te play off aguinet tho British, and warned 
itis Majeny’s Minister that she. Sadi Arabia 
remment would ai for his recall The were not 
more eompiecent over the noalter of snpplies and 
ihm, Sa'0d, “who. learned. of" Neji 
svat furoue and dnsised in Aye, 
to of song presute from Abdullah Suleiman and 
Shah Yusuf Sesto tll Hin Majety's Minister 
that fe hod always dislied Nuj and had only kept 
Hin oe beeanse he etjoyed Britt upport Ho i 
ft prmont (July 1944) a Cai, where he ha started 
2 Lenepertcotopany, Ibn. Sa’, slays generous 
fo thoes that but saxyed hum fend to be paying 
Hien" slaiing fe.” Hie pos ae Direct a the 
Oni of Pablo Works at Jen hos boon taken by 
Taset Din Shaw (So. 94). Nay 
Where be actn au unoflcal agent of 
Royal Fauly, and isin close toneh with Yonut Yasin 
tn his susoclate. He bas asqived valuable hos 
roperty. ia Celry for whiny bo at Paid. about 
AG's ailion pounds. Hes busy trying to obtain 
the apeoces of Aynetian cary ent Ga'pariner of 
Thrablm Shakir (yr) in the S000) Arab Trading 
Company formed in Yanuary 1040, 


70. Sa’did ibm ‘Abdullah ibn Jiluwi. 
Appointed Governor of Hines oth 
father in Oolober 1095, Bora about 1000. ° Made 
ha uofavourshle gedoral (inpression. on Sir Andrew 
Tyan, who wax rovaived by the new Amir at Hofut 

with a singular lack of acdinary Arab politeness, 
Become 1085. “‘Desrbed ay eoplv in ena 
Owing to a supraquing  Meported fr 
take ‘an ‘even roger line with the 
in than he futher did, and that 
veort in tho last four yoars of 
dono by the x 
presence of for nn be ov 
Te it was reported that bis powers were being 
curtailed hy the King, wid that troops not under his 
tonteol were to be quartered at Hofut 


71, Sa’iid ibn Hedhtat. 
Appointed Governor of Tabb in 1996 in succes 
on to.’ Abdullah weeSdayri (No, 60 (1)).  Repar 
{rom ‘Transjordan to baye sade a. popular sta 
partly hy” recrulting his bodyguant locally. 
loparture which ereated a favourable impression, 


72. Tala’at Wafa. 

‘orn about 1900 ithe Hejax. Tn 19884 member 
of Sei boundary. corominsion for the Yemen. 
Saad trontier nfter the conclusion of the Tweaty of 
Tail. Paice offcial_of importanee, being Director 
for the Proviness of Asie and. Najrin, and 0.0. 
ragular forces in Najein and, Abba. in 1004 
Appointed Deputy Director of Public Security in 
ui, 


73. Ibrahim Tasén. 
A. Nejdi born and brought yp in Ast. Formerly 
toma army. Now Commandant of the 
ilitary district apd “" Director of the Air 
Served in the Atab army’ of Sharif Hussein 

tind was associated with Colonel Lawrence. 


74. Asad al Fagih 

an, n native of ‘Aley in the Lebsnon, Coun 
sellor to the Sidi Topition in Bagiled in 1998 
Afterwards chargé d'afuies and appointed in 1018 
to bo tinisler there." Has some knowledge of 
English, and speaks French well. Metnber of the 
Se'hdi delegation to the San Franciseo Conference 
fo April 1045 


















































75. Khatit Hajjan. 
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76, Khuraiji, Shaikh Muhammad al- Talians 


77, Sa'd ibm Faisal. 


oa 


78, Shai 
Family 


pauaport 
tating 
ecotn pa 


Midhat wos dlatnicsed by the King in July 1048 but 


al st Jerusalem in February 
Pole, Jedda. Formerly in Turkish gent young man with pleasing manners 
optured by the British during th English we 
Volupteered to join the Sbantian forces - 
i Sa’ after the fall of Jedda in 1985, A 81. Bashir as-Sa'déwis 
ker. A Tripolitan, believed to be related to Khilid al 
Qaryani’ (y.e) Like Khalid, fought against. the 
{a 1080 used by Ibn Sa'dd ae emissary in 
Spria and veas present at all but the most confides 
alks between the King and His Maj 
at Riyadh. Ho 
King's 


in-law’ to Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, to 


ye wealthiest man in Medina 
in oridence during His M 
Riyadh i Marek 1912, noe 

ing of 1044 
> Egypt in February 194 
ikh al Ardh President Hoosevelt and Mr. Ch 


82. Nasir ibn Abdullah ibm 'Agil. 
Director of Finance at Jedda. "A cousin of Hbrohiea 
of Suleyraan ibe “Agi. 


of Duvradini, 1988. Born about 1508 
Hayat slave 


oh In « few 


on ver B88. Suleyman Nani 
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Friendly and 
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ul by TO 0 what grou 
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CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL 


(B 7451/175/G) No. 18 


Mr. Bevin to His Majesty's Representatives at Bagdad (No. 279), Cairo (No, 607), 
Tehran (No. 255), Beirut (No. 230) aid Jedda (No. 182) 


Sir Foreign Office, 18th October, 1945. 
A CONFERENCE of British representatives in’ the Middle East met in 
London from Wednesday, the 5th September, to Monday, the 17th September, 
1945, under my chairmanship. 
2 The Conference was composed of — 


(a) His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad, Cairo and Tehran; 
(b) His Majesty's Ministers at Beirut and Jedda, 

() The High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan 
(d) Representatives of the British Middle East Office; and 

(6) The Director-General of the Middle East Supply Centre 


Representatives of the Foreign Office and other interested London Departments 


also attended, 


3. I charged the Conference with the duty of surveying the whole field of 
foreign policy in the Middle Enst on the basis that Hix Majesty's Government 
would con to assert their political predominance in that aren and their 
lity for ts defence 
4. T suggested that the matter ought to be viewed in the light of the 
owing conriderations :-— 


ve that rested on military or political props could not be enduring; 
should broaden the base on which British influence rests and to this 
end should develop an economic and social policy that would make 
for the prosperity and contentment of the area as a wi 
p reach the right solution of our Middle East problems it was necessary 
ider the area as a single regic 

(cy We had the benefit of the war-time experience of the Middle East Supply 
Centre which ad, in fact, pursued a poliey of economic eoordinution 
throughout the region in’ co-operation with the Territorial Govern- 
ments, 

(@) We should aim at an economic partnership between the United Kingdom 
‘and the Middle East conntries and, by promoting developments in 
that field, move towards a partnership in the sphere of Aefence, 

ares for the promotion of British trade in the region should also 
pe formulated 

(/D) Step by stop with activities in the economic and commercial field we 
should do all that we could to promote the social betterment of the 
people of the region 

(9) The whole question wold have to be studied in relation to the capacity 
of the United Kingdom to make a contribution to the development of 
the Middle East by way of capital (where it was needed), equipment 
or the services of technical experts 

(A) Tt would be necessary to take into account the political and economic 
factors arising out of— 


(i) the Palestine question, and 
(ii) the activities of the United States, France and Soviet Russia in 
the Middle East 


5. The Conference took these varios questions into their consideration 


and a full exchange of views took place as a result of which the following 
recommendations were made to and approved by the Cabinet :— 


(a) Palestine.—This question should be dealt. with separately 
(b) United States! activities 
(i) The Americans are commercially on the offensive in the Middle Fast; 
but their export drive has now been held up by the stringency 
of the dollar situation in the Middle East countries. ‘This state 
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of affairs has produced a degree of exasperation in American 
minds which is not likely to be removed unless some relief in the 
dollar situation is forthcoming. ‘This circumstance (for which 
we are blamed, but not responsible) dominates our relationships 
with the Americans in the Middle East, but we cannot afford to 
make any concessions in view of our dificult foreign exchange 

(ii) The experiment in Anglo-American co-operation that took shay 
in the Middle East Supply Centre bas surrived, but only ut 
survived, the war and does not offer much encouragement for a 
continuance of co-operation, at least in that form, in fields that 

are essentially competitive. 

(iii) With the lifting of war-time controls (for which in the Middle 
East the Americans have been vigorously and prematurely 
pressing for some time) we shall enter a period of commercial 
rivalry, and we should not make any concession that would assist 
American commercial penetration into a region whieh for genera- 
tions has been an established British market, except as regards 
the further expansion of their oil concessions, in accordance with 
the Anglo-Unlted States all agreement of the 24th September, 


(6) Relations with France, 


(i) In the Middle Kast, our relations with France centre in the situation 
in the Levant States to the almost complete exclusion of any other 
consideration. ‘ 

(ii) His Majesty's Government have publicly announced their desire 
to see France maintain her privileged position in that area, if 
sho is able to get it from the States themselves. Our intervention 
in Syria during the disturbances in the early summer of this year 
restored our prestige in the Arab world to a point as high as 
it had ever stood before; but any overt support we might give 
to the French to secure a position which the States themselves are 
not disposed to give them in free negotiation, would without doubt 
be viewed by the whole of the Arab world ‘with hostility. 

(iii) The French appear to have created an impossible position for 
themselves in Syria and all but done so in the Lebanon. Any 
participation by French nationals (at least as representatives 0! 
the French Government) in administrative or advisory capacities 
in the Levant States may be ruled ont of account until the 

say erent anlmosities have subsided 

(iv) The Conference endorsed my recommendation that the most fraitful 
Tine of approach to a solution of the present difficult situation 
in the Levant States was by way of a conference of representatives 
of His Majesty’s Government, the French Government and the 
Governments of the Levant Siates, after the method and tempo 

evacuation had been agreed betwe ji ss Ge 
ie an Gee ee ee 


(A) Russian Activities, 


(i) Our short-term relations with Russia in the Middle East crystallise 
in the situation in Persia, where the Russians and ourselves are 
under a Treaty obligation to withdraw our troops within six 
months of the end of the Japanese War. I have, in an exchange 
of letters with M. Molotov, given and received undertakings that 
both the Russian and British troops will be withdrawn from 

___, Persia, in accordance with the Treaty, before the 2nd March, 1946- 

(ii) There are increasing signs of Russian political and economic 
penetration in almost all Middle East territories. These are 
viewed with extreme apprehension by the Governments and 
people in those countries, The most effective counter to Russian 
advances in the area is the economic and social betterment of 
People whose lot under the existing social system makes them 
ready listeners to the propaganda of Communism. 
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(©) Defence-—The Conference had the opportunity of hearing. informal 
[ene Te ee Cine of Stall ob the defence of the Middle Tast, 

jwainst tbe background of my proposal that. we should work t 
partnership between the Urtted Kingdom and the Middle 
Merritories themselves in matters of defence, The question 
farther studied by the Chiefs of Staff and fornial recommendations 
ile It was, however, yeerally agreed by the Conference that 
The question of defence is sueceptible of most effective treatment 
ccihin the framework of our general policy towards the region. 


(i) British Beonomie Policy in the Middle Bart 
{ij The Conference made certain’ recommendations) with regard to 
Writich economic policy in the Middle Kast which’ are contained 
in Part [of the Annex to this despatch, 
(ii) Summarised, thoy are 

@) Foonomie development and the. amelioration of social 
conditions must go forward hand in. hand 

(2) As the Middle Eaxt G ents are atnong the largest of 
He Treditors out policy should be to, give them wise 
guidaneo in mobilising and spending their existing, ample 
Mtotling resources by 

ng each of them to draw up itself its own 
‘of economic development ; 

(B) by offering to place at their disposal. technical and 
specialist assistance to help them in formulating 
their schemes; and 

(C) to wtoor their plans along lines in conformity with U 
Timitations imposed on ourselves by our ows 
financial and aupply situation and with the noeds 
of the region aa a whole, 

(8) Cortain mensures recommended by the Board of ‘Trade for the 
va malation of Britith commerce in the Middle East aren 
should be adopted. 

(4) A start can beat be made by placing qualified technical experts 
at th Middle East Governments who 
require them, 1) ts should be attached to. and 
operate as part Cairo, 
‘his British organisa a eof 
regional technical conferences, leading 
establishment of « Middle Eavt Development Board or 
Council composed of representatives of Hix Majesty's 
Government and’ of the Governments of the various 
territories in the region. [t would be the function of thie 
Board or Council to direet economic and social develop 

ines of a coherent, co-ordinated, regional 


(e) Machinery for Regional Co-ordination of British Policy. 
(i) The Conference made recommendations on thie aubject which are 
‘contained in Part II of the Annex to this despatel 
Gi) Summarised, they are — 
(1) Tho Conference took note of the decision of His Majesty's 
‘Government to ectablish n Middle Bast Office in Cairo, 
(2) The Conference recommended the establishment of « " British 
Middle East. Conference," as a standing committee 
composed of His Majesty's Representatives in.the reson 
fo cpordinate and to formnlate for consideration by His 
Majesty's Government British policy in the region, The 
Conference would meet in, Cairo as often as necessary and 
fie secretariat. would ve provided by the British Middle 
Fast Office. For the present, His Majesty’s Minister at 
Beirut shall not be a member of the Standing Committee. 


@) The co-crdination find development of British policy in its 
conomic aspects inthe Middle East region should be a 
fnnction of the British Middle East Office 

™ 





162 


(h), Relations with the Arab League —The Arab League has not yet developed 
Hiciént cohesion to warrant, even if it were desirable, its recognition 
4s a corporate body representative of the Arab States as a whole, It 
as, however, established an economic committet with the set. purpose 
of achieving some co-ordination of economic policy among. the 
cotistituont members of the League. It will be inevitable that there 
hould be informal political contacts with the League from time to 
time, and for this purpose the Conférence agreed Uhat, in existing 
circumstances the focal point of sich contacts should be His Majesty's 
Embasay in Cairos Contacts with the Arab League shall not deal 
with questions affecting either Syria or the Lebanon... ‘The Conference 
also agreed that in eco nic matters it was rable, in existing 
circumstances, that th focal point should be the Brit ish Middle 
Rast Office. ‘The practical difficulty, however, of drawing a nice line 
of distinction between matters ** political "’ and matters ” economic 
will make it essential that the closest possible Tinison should be 
maintained betweon the Cairo Embassy and the British Middle East 
Office ‘on all questions nffecting the relationship of His Majesty's 
Govornment with the Arab Lea 
T am, &e, 
ERNES 


ANNEX TO No. 15 


PART I 
BRITISH ECONOMIC POLICY LN THE MIDDLE EAST. 


General. 


1, The raising of the standard of. livia 
i standard of. living of, the masses of the people of the 
iddio Haat will peortote. sternal stability. ithe region, and” increase. its 
importance ax n rnarket for imported goods, 
2. British pohiey in the region, both in the general and economic fil 
sould therefore be sbuped with that ud in view prone) si. ompaals Es 
@ existing mal-disteibution of purchasing power in the Middle East 
communities ix thie greatest obstacle in the way i cepraping dain 
Mandan of ite of the muse. “This sacl ca be removed only by, ton jn 
e ical field on the part of the Governments concerned, d ed tow: 
the: palit p raients concerned, directed towards, 


(a) Reform of the present aystem of land tenure: (including rents), and 
improvement in Wages and conditions of service in the agricultural 
pul 4 

(®) Reform of the existing eystems of taxation, which, in general fail to 
reserve a propor balance between direct \direc iol 

(Socal reform inthe field of, public health, Pits ‘egal jon (including 
constitutional development of trade unionism), education (including 
rural education inthe widest sense of that term) and improvement of 


4, Without measures of social reform on 
: the above lines, economic develop 
ment wil do Tittle more thaw put more money ito the po eis of inductrialist 
anu landed proprietors, an be angela waste of capital aud effort 
{ is important, therefore, that social reform sI ‘for ? 
by step with economic developinent Ree ee 


B.—Financial Background. 


8. ‘The extent to Which British capital and 
partisipate in'« largeaale plan of economic aevsloeaent inthe Middle Hast 
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must be considered against the following background which has been, supplied 
to us by His Majesty s Treasury — 

(q) ‘The needs of the home market, both for capital and consumer goods, 
ware enormous and cannot be denied. ‘The first charge upon our exports 
Tuust be the cost of imported food for our people and of the raw 
Inaterials which we must have if our manufacturing industries are 
to be kept alive. The second charge upon our exporting capacity 
east befor mary years to come, to make some contribution towards 
the liquidation of our overseas liabilities: these now exceed the vast 
total of £3,500 million sterling. 

() We have pressing claims to help those worse off ‘than, ourselves— 
uN development and rehabilitation, Greece and 
other Allies 

(©) It will therefore be only in the most exceptional and compelling eireum 
“tances that we shall be able to assume yet more charges on our 
productive capacity —i.e., to grant credits to overseas borrowe 

{d) The Middle East territories (except Saudi Arabia) are among the largest 
of our ¢ ‘ey already hold sterling exchange to an extent 
far in excess of the amount needed to pay for ary capital equipment 
that, over any reasonable period of time. they are likely to require 
and that the industrial capacity of the United Kingdom is like 
be able to provide 

(6) ‘The internal counter-value of the sterling balances held by these Middle 
East territories is for the greater part in the hands of wealthy 
minority in the communities: the capital needed for schiemes of lange 
scale economic development can well be provided by the Middle East 
territories themselves, either in the form of Government loans (where 
Government is the authority promoting the achemes) or by subscription 
to companies or finance corporations (where development is left to 
private en 

() We must at present proceed on the assumption that the present dollar 
‘stringency in the Sterling Area is not likely to be relaxed for some 
years to come, 

(a) The process of reconyersion of British industry from war to peace 
Sriduction cannot be accomplished otherwise than gradually, heavy 
Preaitancous demands from & yariety of sources upon our exporting 
capacity during the next 12 to 18 months may lead to the disappoint 
ment of our potential customers. 


With the foregoing, considerations in mind, we must be careful, therefore, 
that, in adopting a policy of economic development, we do not 

(a) Create u demand from the Middle East territories for the participation 

‘of British capital beyond our capacity, 
(0) Create 4 demand to spend the sterling balances more rapidly than we 

‘could contemplate. 

(0) Create 2 demnnd that we should sell them gold or doltarw sehich we have 
hot ot, ait the ground that if the United Kingdom cansiot supply, our 
editors should be enabled to go elsowhere (viz. to the United States), 


8 If we take an undue initintive in drawing up, and recommending to the 
Middle Fast Governments, n plan of large-scale economic developinent, there is 
a danger that we may find ourselves in all of these embarrassments. 

9. It is «ugyested therefore that our policy should be to give the Middle 
Fast Governments wise guidance in mobilising and spending their existing ample 
sterling resources and to this eud 

(a) To encourage each of the Middle East Governments to draw up, itself, 
its own plan of economic development 

(0) To offer to place at their disposal sich technical and specialist assistance 
as they may require to formulate their schemes. 

(c) To steer their plans, particularly as regards timing, along tines that will 
be in conformity with the limitations imposed on us by our own 
financial and industrial situation, and that will take account of the 
needs of the region as a whole 


A. 


C.—British Trade Interests. 


10. The fact that most of the Middle Fast. economies have at their dispos! 
large balances in sterling (and are, at the same time, short of dollars) in ateclt 


(32429) ane 





f development are proposed 
nities for the British 
{the Department of Over 
ih should be for the 
promotion of B sninet tached 
in a pape 
(a) The 
(b) 
(°) priorities, &¢ 
(d) Restoration, 0 J improvement of existing Air 
Mail faciliti 
(6) Increased fact i partments 
(/) The opening by Br ¢ ro. 
() The encen British firms of 


1 (/) and (9) above would 
(ty by reli in respect of any expenditure 
British 1s nature and (2) by the 


heeded personnel fror y's Foroes 


aiid Establishment with 
th otber Middle East 
(j) Dliect purtieipatton of Buitiah fir industries 
(k) Repr nin. the Middl port Credits Guarantee 
Dep 


The Conferene these revornmendat wishes to draw 
particular ty of adequate all 
of living in the Middl ¢ Conference ce that ax far as possible 
1 that regard should be given to 


passport and viet form ; 
n instrament for furthering 


the importance of ¢h f fae 

British commercial a Middle milarly the Conference 
ders that the improvement 0} 

United Kingdom and the Middle Enst oven if it 

postal revenue. 


D.-Economile and Social Development in the Middle East. 


H1.—(1) ‘The directions in which schemws of economic development can best 


coiitribute to the welfare of the common pe f the Middle East can at th 
stage be indicated ouly in broad general outlive. Th however, into, three 
broad categories 
(a), Schemes for the slevolopment’of tho agricultural industry, among which 
may be mentioned: 
(i) ivrigation; 
(li) village development 
(iii) afforestation 
(iv) agricultural stations 
(x) construction of roads 
(vi) agricultural, howsin, 
(vii) improvernent of ate stock, and 
(viii) veterinary services 
(ix) fisheries 
(x) promotion of rural 
(xi) anti-locust measure 


(b) Seb sof induntrial develo) 
(©) The promotion of public works of a more general character 


(2) Tn formulating any development programme of the kind, however, the 
fact should not be lost sight of that the economy of all the Middle East terri 
tories is predominantly agricnlturaland that the development of, and atne 
of conditions in, that industry should take first priority in the scheme, 

(8) At the sume time-eare must bo taken to preserve a balanced develop- 
ment and the claims of industrialisation must not be overlooked. If is, howene 
important. that the local gocornments should be discouraged from building up 


ad hight a ich, without this protection 
‘ould. have A iin the 
international led the only, means of 
“B § available in 
the rep fi n and Wright, 
and we si er pould be examined in detail and 
ae kind in other fields 
mat 
Side ” lopment the pro 
i schemes of In general outline 
ald include 
(i) better, health service 
(ti). improved. educatio 
(iii) the constitntic r rade Unioniam, and 
iv e all, a rovie a of land tenure 
With « programme of econornic development and improvement of the 
andards of the peoplo of the Middle Hust of the kind adumbrated in the 
ig paragraphs, the question arises how best a contribution can be made 
His Majesty's Government to msaist and gai roments along the 


desired lines, 


E.--Provision of Experts. 


15,—(1) We have mentioned that the Middle ‘Rast communities aire amply 
provided with the financial resources to finance their development, What they 
are short of is adequate technical and specialixt parsonnol to assist them 1m 
formulating their schemes the most economical and effective Tin 

(2) There bas boon a manifestation of a a tho part of almost all local 
govertiments to obtain aud employ specialists in Ah, Tis Clearly dosirat 
in the political and commercial in ited Kingdom that wherever 
possible these exper 4 they should not be second-rate 
men, but men ¢ ned elewhere, Tt would clearly 
the requisite standing for each 
Government in the lous expensive to maintain 

nuc f techs nisation available to be 


be difficult and expen 


consulted by any of the 
(8) Asa beginning the number of t x would be amall and 
should cover the inore important fields in ‘of development would 
be likely to emerge, for exarop a labour and general econamics, 
public works, enginooring aud fi tx should not be xpecialiats 
im any particular branch of their pert *hould, of course, have 
adequate professional qualificati mubjects, but need not t 
(and preferably should not be) an extren ample, the chief expert 
in agriculture woald not he ¢ inlint in soil chemistry ot 
in any of the other scient nould be the wpe c 
echnical problem or set of 
problems within his general field Tadvice on the tines of 
their treatment and able to put t touch with the bes 
ypplement his advive. 
(4) Tho experts would intern 
nganiaations (o.g., the LO. aud this type would silso 
est fitted to appreciate tt f the region ih relation to the 
wider economic picture and thu ribute to the co-ordination of British 
policy in the area. 
16.—(1) The Ministry of War Transport have prepared ‘a memorandum on 
the subject of the provision of ¢ which ix Attached to this report a 
odix B, Summarised, it recommends that three main types of scientific an 
al personnel should be envisage 


man capable of making a relia 


technical nce and neoUr 


(a) A small strategic onit attached to the Cairo Headquarters, bat makin 
tours as necessary within the Middle Fa 

(0) Personnel farmed oat for a period to-the service of local governments or 
ther 

(6) Experts who, owin ter eminence or their narrower spedialiem, 


wot 4 the United Kingdom for short periods 


as at 
Tho Conference endorses these recommendation 
32490 
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._,, 2) In the present situation of scarcity of experts of the kind contemplated, 
full use should be mage of any resources which the Dominions, India and the 

snial Service may be able to make available, particularly since many of the 
experts in those countries are likely to be familiar with conditions comparable 
with those of the Middle East. Moreover, Moslem susceptibilities might best be 
tiet by recruitment from India. 

17. The nucleus of experts referred to above should be part of a British 
Middle East organisation and operate from that hase. 


F.—Regional Technical Conferences. 


18.——-(1) While it would be a principal function of this British Middle East 
organisation to arrange for the examination of surveys already undertake 
h surveys to be conducted, wo also envisag 
regional technical conferences on the subjects in 
and upon other subjects as opportunity offe 
‘The territories under British administration in the Middle East should 
participate in these conferences, as past experience has shown that they 
to contribute ax well as to guin; there is no reason why their participation she 
in any way aflect the direct telationshipy between the administrations af such 
itories and the Dopartments to which they a ponsible in Lo 
(3) These technical confe 3 should have as their wi egies the establish. 
ment of regional technical organi in particular fields; possible lines of 
progress in this direction are particularly indicated in Dr, Worthington’s Report 
Such technical organisations should be rel; in due course to their international 
counterparts, such as the Food and Agriculture Organisation and the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations Organisation. Some of them would 
need to cover an area wider than the Middle East > for example, the Anti-Locust 
Organ jon should include East Africa and India. 


G,—Middlo East Development Board or Council, 


19. By means of technical conferences of this character, the way would be 
paved towards the formation of a Middl East Development’ Board or Council 
but we suggest that this Council or Board should be framed on an advisory and 
cousultative rather than an executive basis, enshrining, nevertheless, the principle 
of partnerehip between the local Governments and His Majesty's Government 
We feel that in presont conditions Middle East {oter-territorial rivalries are only 
too likely to bring to failure any project along more ambitious lines We must 
also be he danger of establi any organisation which would arouse 
tho suspicions or hostility of the Americans 

20.—(1) A Council’ of this kind would not have tho character 
Utility or finance corporation; but would serve as the medium for inter-terrt 
exchange of information and experience. Under its wgis, projects for economic 
developinont could proceed on a territorial basis, backed by capital provided either 
hy Governments or by private interests; but we see no reason to rule out the 
participation of British capital as soon as ‘our financial position permits 
Moreover, opportunities for British trade and entorprise are bound under this 
scheme to arise through the clos collaboration between British experts and 
interested parties in the Middle East, Tt would be of the exsence of the scheme 
that every effort should be made to hold the balance, in a regional interest, between 
schemes promoted by individual territories, although we can have no assurance 
that any strict system of priotities which might be involved could he implemented 
by Departments of His Majesty rniment. 

(3) It is important, in view of all the factors that we have meationed, that 
further consideration should be given to the title of any body such as we have 
proposed. 


H.—Machinery. 


21. The activities outlined above, which we suggest might provide 
framework of a British economic policy in the Middle Fast, are, in our view 
proper subjects for examination, development and co-ordination by a British 
organisation located in Cairo with responsibilities extending to all the territories 
in the Middle East region 


PART II 


REGIONAL CO-ORDINATION OF BRITISH POLICY IN THE 
MIDDLE EAS 


I.—Regional Aspects of British Policy. 


22. We have outlined in Part Lot this Report the shape of a British 
Economic Policy in the Middle East, and, have proposed that, this policy should 
be developed and co-ordinated through a) British regional organisation located 
in the Middle East 

23. re are, however, certain other aspects of British, poligy in. the 
region which, while presenting special features in individual, territories, are 
essentially regional in. their characteristics and, elements, and. are susceptible 
of adequate treatment from the-angle of His Majesty's Government only on a 
regional basis. Among these are, in. their economia aapeots 

(@) Oil 

(8) Civil Aviation 

(c) Telecommunications, 

(d) American activities, 

(e) Russian activities. (These, while thanifesting themselves most actively 

in Persia, are by no means confined to that territory.) 


24 While these questions (as well as the economic matters mentioned in 
Part 1 of this Report) must always be handled in # particular territory by 
His Majesty's Representative in that territory, it is to the common advantage 
and in the best interest of His Majesty's Government that a regional apy h 
should be devised, and that policies ip tritory should n forward in 
isolation and without regard to the circumstances of other territories ar of the 
region as a whole 


J.~Meetings of His Majesty's Representatives. 


Itation, discussion of views, at reasonably frequent 
intervals, among His Majesty's Representatives in the Middle East territories 
in our viow, the best: method of devising a common approach to theve problems 
of advising His Majesty’s Government om questions of regional. policy in 
a 
26. The occasional meetings of His Majesty's Representatives which have 
beon held in Cairo during the years of the war, on the initiative of Mr. RG, Casey 
(as Minister of State) and of Lord Altrincham (ax Minister-Resident) have 
proved the value of regional consultation at that level 
27. We therefore recommend that there should be meetings of His Majesty's 
Representatives in Middle East territories at, least twice a your, and ad hoe ws 
circumstances require, 


K.—British Middle East Conference. 


28. We suggest that i¢ should bé a main function of theso meetings to 
co-ordinate, and to formulate for consideration in London, British policy in the 
region (including the economir: questions examined in Part I of this Report) and, 

ith this fonction in mind, we would propose that these mectings warrant 
recognition integral part of British organisation in the Middle Fast. We 
therefore suggest that they shonld he established in she form of a standing 
committee to be known, domestically, as“ The British Middle Fast Conference.” 
29. The Conference would be composed of 
(a) The Heads of His Majesty's Diplomatic Missions at Cairo, Baghdad, 
Beirut and Jedda, and, as required. ‘Tehran. 

(0) ‘The High Commissioner for Palestine and Tyansjordan 

(¢) The Governors of Cyprus and Aden, as required, 

(d) The, Commanders-n-Chicf of the three ‘Sorvicos in- the Middle East 

Commands 
(e) The Head of the British Middle Enst Office (referred to in Section TL. 
below), 
32429 ud 
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30.—(a) We would hope that it might be convenient for the Minister of 
State or the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs to attend some 
of these conferences and to preside over them. Where this was not possible, we 
would suggest that the senior among His Majesty's Ambassadors should be 
Chairman of the Conference. 

(0) The seat of the Conference should be Cairo as heing the most convenient 
centre in the area and by convention the regional capital. 

SiN(@) ‘Tho. Conturnce atould be ccarvened by the Head of the Middle East 
Office, noting upon of the Secretary of State for Foreign Afiairs 

31. We would most strongly urge that senior representatives of the London 
Mepariments should come out to Cairo and take part in the mectings of the 
Conference, This would have the double advantage of keoping His Majesty's 
Representatives in touch with the general policy of His Majesty's Government 

J of affording to the Home Departments a chance of informing themselves at 
hand of conditions and tendencies in the Middle East 

32. ‘The Conference would require the services of w Seoretariat, not only to 
arrange its periodical meetings, and to co-ordinate ite documentation, but also 
to handle, in the intervals between its meetings, day-to-day matte ising out 
of, or in connection with, the questions with which the Conference would be 
concerned 

Che proposals in this Section are not intended to preclude meetings on 
a loss f il basis of His Majesty's Representatives, either in Cairo or elsewhere 
in the region. 


L.—British Middle East Office. 


Functions of British Middle Bast Office. 

U—(a) Hix Majesty's Government have already publicly ed their 
intention of establishing in Cairo a British Middie East Office, to carry on 
certain of the functions formerly discharged by the Office of the Minister 


i Id also handle 
Resident, It seems to us to be appropriate that thix Office should also han 
tho development. and co-ordination along regional lines of the British economic 


policy outlined in Part I of this Report, We » this Office should 


conatitate, also, the Secretariat of the British Midd! 

(6) We also recommend that meetings should be held in Cairo from eid 
time of representatives of His Majesty's Embassies and L and of the 
Beitiah. ‘Administ red Territor at a lower lovel than those pret din 
ection K. ‘The Commercial Secretaries, for example, might meet from time to 
Lime with advantage. ‘These meetings we suggest should be convened by, and held 
under the chairmanship of the Head of the British Middle East Office 


Relationship with Diplomatic Missions. 


3. It would be essential that no feature of this plan for Lae | 
British policy on a regional basis, and no assignment of runction to the Britial 
Middle East Office, should interfere with the responsibility of His Majesty's 
Diplomatic Mission in a particular territory for representing to the Gover 
o which it was accredited the views and policies of His Majesty's Government. 
Approaches to the independent territorial Governments would therefore be made 
either through, ar with the acquiescence of, the Mission concerned. ' 

36. Tho correct relationship that we bave in mind between the British 
Middle East Office and His Majesty's Missions could, we think, best be established 
by appointing the Head of the Office as a member of the staff of each of the 
Misetons in the region in the capacity of a Minister (Economic) or Counsellor 
(Economic), his rank in a particular case depending on the status of the Mission 
concerned. Such an arrangement would make it clear that territorial questions 
{aud the territorial aspects of regional questions) fell unequivocally within the 
scope of the Head of the Mission, through whom representations would be made 
to the territorial Government and also to the Foreign Office. : 

37 | The British Middle East Office (by virtue of its function as Sectetari 
of the Middle East Conference) would communicate direst with the Foreigy 
Office. The Office would also coumunicate direct with the Foreign Office and, 
thro the Foreign Office, with other Departments in Landon on questions of 
& regional character arising out of its day-to-day work. Similar considerations 
would govern communications /rom the Foreign Otfice (and other London Depart- 
ments) fo the British Middle East Office 
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38. The channel of communicaticn should be through the Cairo Exbassy, 
as for the Office of the Minister Resident at present 
39, Much of the success of the plan proposed would depend upon the 
maintenance of a close liaison, in both directions, between, on the one hand, His 
Majesty's Diplomatic Missions and the Governments of British-A¢ 
Territories in the Middle East, and, on the other, the British Middle East 
Office. Arrangements. should. thei be made for telegrams to be repeated 
and despatehes to be copied, in both directions, As well, the Foreign Office 
should keep the British Middle East Office informed in, the same way on: all 
questions likely to affect the regional aspects of the work: of the Oflic. 
40. It will not always be practicable, because of expense ot because of 
f qualified personnel. to attach to each of His Majesty's Missions in 
idle East time basis, an officer capable of giving specialised 
red to in Section L of this part of the Report. ‘The 
requirements of the Missions can, we st, best be met by arranging that an 
adequate corps of experts is maintained on the stall of the Middle East 
upon whose services all of the Missions would be entitled to draw at nocd 
41. 8 arrangement would not exclusle the appointment to any Mission 
an! specialising in a particular subject (eg., finance, labour 
‘culture or civil aviation) if the daties arising nt a particular Mission justified 
ii-time appointment. The sphere of operations of. this Attaché would 
ver, be confined to the territary to which his Mission was accredited and 
‘would not extend to other parts of the 


Status of British Middle Bast Office 


42. It is proposed that the British Middle East Office should be established 
in Cairo. Egypt is an indep territory. Ib ix clearly necessary, in. view 
of the functions which the Office we hat its oftice promives, archives 
and stafl should have a degree of ‘This would be secured if the 
Office were afforded (a) diplomatic immunity or (b) military immunity 
(the Office of the Minister Resident is regarded as part of (i.FLQ., Middle Kast 
and, in that guine, has up till now enjayed the military immunities of the 
Anglo-Fgyptian Treaty), 

43. "The changed circumstances, and the alteration in function. now 
proposed for the British Middle Enst, Office, make it scarcely appropriate that 
it should operate as a ‘* parn-military ” organisation. It is suggestod, thereto 
that the Office should have diplomatic immunity. ‘Thin could be secured only 
by giving the Office the “cover” of the Embassy, and it is proposod that this 
should be done. The Head of the Office would, in Egypt, b member of the 

afl of His Majesty's Ambassador with, as we have proposed, the title of Minister 
(Economic). The members of the staf of the Office could be accorded similne 
“cover "’ in the same way and to the same extent as the staff of the Embussy itealt 

44. In the other Middle East independent territories the Hend’ of th 
British Middle East Office, in the quality of Ministor—or Counsellor 
(Economic), and a very small nambor of his senior stiff whose duties sight require 
them to pay regular visits to the various territories, could be similarly attached 
as members of the staff of each of the Missic 

45. An arrangement of this kind would ensiire that the British Middle Rust 
Office stood in a similar relationship to all His Majesty's Missions in the Middle 
Fast 


Relationships with Governments of British-Adminieterod Territories. 

46. _ This should present no problem. ‘There would be no ditvot official com 
munication between the Oflice and the Colonial OMce or the War Office. with 
Which the Governments of British-Adminietered ‘Territories would deal direct 
hitherto, on all territorial questions. "A close liaison on regional questi 
be maintained between the Office and the Governments concerned, 


Staff of British Middle East Office 


Az. The staff and internal organisation of the British Middle Enst Office 
would depend upon the functions assigned to it; and we leave these to be deter 
mined, in the light of those functions, by the appropriate authoritice 
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M.—Co-ordination of Middle East Policy in London, 


48. Tt appears tovbe the general view that the success of any’ attempt at 
co-ordination of British policy by a body located in the Middle East itself must 
depend upon adequate arrangements for co-ordination at the centre in London 
The Conference takes note of a paper on this subject prepared by the Ministry 
of War Transport annexed to this Repor pendix C. It is important, in our 
view, that whatever committee or committees aro set up in London to deal with 
Middle Eastern Affairs should be so constituted as to ensure that prompt and 
authoritative directions and decisions are given to all the establish 
tained by His Majesty's Government inthe Middle East’ The Confe 
competence to decide by which method this objective should be achieved. 

49, A co-ordinating body of this character will req permanent 
Secretariat; and we envisage that the normal channel of 
on Fogional questions will be between the Secretariat of the Middle 
mittee in London (through the Foreign Office and in the name of the Secret 
State) and the British Middle East Ottice in Cairo. 


N.--Miscellancous. 
Middle Bast Defence Committee. 
50. We recommend that the Middle Kast Defence Committee should 


continue in being, and that the Head of the British Middle East Office should act 
as its Chairman. 


Political Advice for the Commanders-in-Chie}. 

31. While wo see no objection to the Commanders-in-Cbiet bein; 
informed hy the British Middle East Office on current political and ¢ 
developments throughout the region, on the basis of telegrams and despatches 
received from Hix Majesty's Representatives in the various territories and from 
other official sources, we foc! that it should he to Hix Majesty's Representatives in 
each territory that the Commanders-in-Chief should look for advice and guidance 
with regard to the political situation and tendencies in that territory, and that 
military action in a particular territory should be undertaken only after consulta 
tion with His Majesty's Representative in that territory, We do not regard it.ae 
desirable that an official should be attaclied to any of the Commanders-in-Chief in 
the capacity of a “* Political Adviscr,”” nor, we understand, do the Commanders 
in-Chief desire an arrangement of that kind 


APPENDIX A 


IMMEDIATE MEASURES FOR THE PROMOTION OF BRITISH TRADE 
IN THE MIDDLE RAST. 


MEMORANDUM BY THE BOARD ov TRADE AND ‘Tite Devarratenr ov Overseas TRADE. 


1. Strengthening of Commercial Diplomatic Posts 

Almost all the Middle East posts are at present understaffed and will 
require substantial reinforcement if they are to be able to cope with the flow of 
new work which must be expected with the dissolution of the Middle East Supply 
Centre, the reopening of trade and the orderly disposal of military surpluses with 
the minimum of interference with our exports. The importance of providing 
additional staff is fully recognised and what can. be dong, with the. present 
extremely limited man-power is already in hand. Special arrangements have also 
been made by the Treasury and Department of Overseas Trade to enable posts to 
engage local assistance on a temporary basis In attempting to recruit this staff, 
however, we are hampered hy two particular difficulties :-— 


(a) New staff over 30 can be engaged only ou a very temporary basis, which 
is quite unattractive to the right type of man. 

(B) Allowances in Middle Fast countries have not kept pace with the cost 
of living so that candidates without private means are discouraged 
from accepting appointments, 


at 


‘The problem of strengthening our Commercial Diplomatic posts is, of course 
a general one and the Middle East position cannot be considered in isolation. 
The new staff in sight over the next uine months is limited and there are many 
competing claims for it from our missions all over the world, 


2. Trade Missions. 

Iv is planned to send a Goodwill Mission to Egypt, probably towards the end 
of November. Mr. Hanbury-Williams, Deputy Chairman of Courtaulds and a 
Director of the Bank of England, has agreed to lead it. It is hoped that the same 
mission (or, at least, some individual members of it) will go on to. visit other 
Middle Eastern countries, including Palestine, Cyprus, Syria and the Lebanon 
and Iraq. The alternative of sending separate 8 to these countries has 
heen dismissed owing to the difficulty of finding the right personnel for a number 
of missions. 

The Mission will not be a selling mission; its function will be to prepare the 
ground, by a convincing display of the interest of the United Kingdom industry 
in the Middle East, for the visits of the sales representatives of individual fir 
who will follow on its heels. It is suggested that the Mission might be sponsored 
by the F.B.1. It would not be sent as from His Majesty's Government, but it 
would be made clear that it had the full support of the Government 

Arab and Jewish trade missions from Palestine have already visited tho 
United Kingdom, and it is hoped that missions from other countries will return 
the visit to be made by the British Mission 


3. Increased Travel Facilities 

It is most important that better facilities (including visas, priorities, &e.) be 
provided for visits in both directions by responsible business men, AL present 
formalities for the average traveller are lengthy and ayailable transport both by 
sea and air is inadequate to meet the demand. 


4. Restoration of Parcel Post Airmail, 

This is much needed to provide a rapid means of transport for samples, 
engineering drawings, survey instruments, &c. ‘The Post Oflice are pressing for a 
restoration of services, but have been held up by shortage of transport aircraft 
Tmprovement of ordinary Air Mnil facilities is also important 


5. Increased Facilities for Visits by Offeials of London Departments. 
More frequent visits by oficials of Home Departments are most desirable 

from the point of view of the Home Departments themselves, who should keep in 
close touch with local developments, and from that of the local officials who should 
be more regularly informed of the trend of home policy, At present, visite are 
severely limited by shortage of man-power, but the position in this rexpect should 
how begin to. improve. . Similarly, we should continne toencourago frequent. visita 
home by officials in the Middlo East for consultation, 


6. Branch Offices. 

British firms are being advised and encouraged to open area offices in Cairo to 
supervise their Middle East interests, and to-appoint a local director with power 
to take decisions. Export Groups and. similar trade organisations are being 
advised to open offices in Cairo for co-operative work on behalf of their members 
Some, ¢g., the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders and the ‘Textile 
Machinery Manufacturers, have already done sc. Action on these lines is likely 
to have more direct practical results than the opening of '* Britannia Houses,”” ~ 

Every effort is being made to encourage British firms of consulting 
engineers to undertake preliminary survey work for important contracts inthe 
hope that this will lead to the contracts themselves being placed in this country. 
8 


Particular importance is attached to the provision of British technical 
advisers, but this question is being dealt with in another context. 


9. Establishment Conditions. 


In Egypt conditions of residence and establishment for British subjects are 
far from satisfactory and sach limited treaty protection as we now possess will be 
lost when the Montreux Convention lapses in 1949. Tt is most important that 





this should be remedied nnd a merce and Establishment 
is being drawn up for that purpc ted to Ministers here 
but, subject to ministerial approval, we hope to be in & position to begin negotia 
tions with Egypt in Nove Te may be that ata later date similar treaties will 
be required with some of the other Middle East countries. 


10, 
A number of important British firms have already engaged: in nogotia 
tion, particularly in Egypt, for direct participation “in: local industries in 
conjunction with local firms. Although the opportunities of business are con 
sidered little wolid pre has yet been minde owing to the threat of 
restrictive nationalist legislation, ¢g:. the propowd Egyptian Company Law 
Success in this field depends mainly upon the extent of our success in diverting 
the nationalistic feeling behind these t into more fraitfal channels. 
u 
The Export. Crodits Guarantee Department have had a repressitativ 
touring the Middle East in order to. arrange if posible for local departmental 
representation. Any peraon appoisited would ‘ork {n.elose collabora 
tion with the Embassica concerned. ‘There is’ 
bo done on bringing our atatus information mp to date 


12, 


that mach work neods 


Restrictions over exports to the Middlo East, both at the importing and 
at the exporting end, aro being relaxed as) rapidly ais conditions permit 


APPENDIX B 
PROVISION OF EXPERTS 


Nore ay rum Manisrny ov War ‘CRansvore 


It cannot be too strongly emphasived that the proposed policy of economic 
‘and social development in the Middle East can only succeed it it 1s based on 2 
‘adequate supply of first and technical advive, First-rate sclentibi 
ind technical mon are in extremely short xupply, and so far ax British subjects 
aro concerned their services a mily needed in many other directions, It is 
therefore essential that machiuery should be created for obtaining and using 
their services with the utmost efficiency and economy, ‘There is no machinery at 
present in view which is adapt ke contact with 
the wide range of specialists who will at one time or another be required is 4 
formidable task calling for a specially establishment ollicer with a go’ 
knowledge of the scientific and technical field, and with excellent personal 
contacts.” After contact has beet made the problem of persuading experts to serve 
in tho Middle East is considerable, Even assuming that local Governments 
(eg.. Iraq) are prepared to offer really adequate alaries, compar few ge 
matt will throw up or forgo other etaployment in order to take a relatively abort; 
torm contract with the prospect of getting out of touch with their own field and 
finding themselves. in a blind alley. Lf satisfactory resulta are to be obtaim 
it will probably be necessity to arrange for the Middle East Office to act as 
intermedia (or. its Loudon reprecentatives to arrange not 
only with the expert in question bat with his employer (whether that is @ 
university or industelal firm or a research station) for a loan or transfer of services 
for, say, 4 onths, a year or even two or more years, according to condition 
Tt will be easential to be able to safeguard pension rights, &c., 1f valuable men 
who are willing to serve are not to be lost eens desirable that 
a lange a proportion ns possible of the ex} { out should retain thelr status 
with their previons enployers so that neve blood can be readily introduced, and 
the offects of climate ahd working conditions on health counteracted by a short 
period of service in the field. Tt also seem» ¢ path non-British local 
Jovernments and aay regional or internntional agencies which may be set up 
in the Middle East should look to the British Middle East Office for at least part 
of their British scientific and technical staff, who could be seconded to these tasks 
as Wing-Commander Skilbeck to the embryo Middle East Conncil of Agriculture. 

It will also greatly. improve tho athractions of the M 
of service and the speed with which we can progress if frequent oppor 
are afforded for journeys hoine to consult, and if the proposals of Drs. K 


for this purpose. Even to 





av 


Worthington ‘for’ the provision’ of ‘technital information (e.y., by: the! Imperial 
Bureaux) are folly implemented. ‘The existence of anvadequate scientific and 
techuical element in the’ Loudon Secretariat, backed by a really strong committee 
of scientific and techtrical men with Middle East experience, will aiso assist in 
tting prompt and eflective attention to requests for help from the experts who 
are sent ont, and this again will encourage good men to serve, and by enabling 
them to do their task more quickly will reduce the strain on man-power which is 
» heavy elsewhere. 
It is sd that three main types of scientific and technical personnel 
should be euvis 


(a) ‘The wilt attached'to Caito Headquitrteys, but making 
tour ary within the Middle Enst ii tinesee 
(0) Persounel farmed cnt 
or other a 
(©) Exports who owing to their wreacer dtitinen 


a period to the service of local Governments 


or thei’ narrower spectalism 
ould only be called out from the United Kingdom for short periods 
as and when required 


Ttsin submitted thatthe effective handling of this problem will form one of 
the: most vital elements in the success af any development policy in the Middle 


East 


APPENDIX ©. 


LONDON ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH MIDDLE EAS 
PROBLEMS 


Nork ay THe SbYPLy Suction ws East or Tie Mintsrny or War 


L Successive Resident Ministers, Commanders-in-Chief and , offidiuls 
pousible for affairs inthe Middle East have emphasised the discouragement 
ralysis of effort which results if requests to Londow for guidance, help 
and advice on policy and general matters are not handled with « promptitude 
and effectiveness beyond the capacity of the complex. Departments now concerned 
2. Among proposals put forward for overcoming this fundarneutal wealtieas 
at the London end have been 
(4) appointment of a Minister for Middle Kast affaire attached to. the 
Foreign Office; 
(0) appointinent of a Middle Kast Ministerial Committee; 
(©) appointment of a new Middle East Official Committee with a strong 
irman 
(@) creatic 
responsible for all His Majesty's Government's political and adminis 
trative relations with Middle Kast territories including those at 
to the Colonial Office, . This is proposed by Lord 
aragraph 24 of his Memorandusn; and 
(¢), creation of a strong London seoretariat acting on behalf of all Dopart 
ments concerned with economic and technical aspects on the model of 
the Supply Section for the Middle Enst in the Ministey of War 
ansport which bas served as the London secretariat of the 
East Supply Centre. Th 1o question whether such a8 
should be located in the Foreign Office or in the Cabinet Off 
3. These proposals point clearly to the two 
(0) a sufficiently 
necessary ob 
Eastern policy 
() a staf of adequate quality and. scale in London giving their whole 
ime and attention to Middle East problems from a. regional stand. 
point; more particularly on. economic and technical matters. 


To sotne extent 2 (a) and 2 (b) are alterna 8 of meeting the first of 
these needs and 2 (d) and z (e) of meeting the second although none of thee 
courses are mutually exclusive, 2 (¢) (the Official’ Committee) is by common 
vonsent necessary ini any case, 


East Department. within the. Foreign Office 


anding needs which are 


nd authoritative channel for giving (or where 
the Cabinet) decisions on matters of Middle 
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4. If there is not to be a special Minister for the Middle East either resident 
in the region or in London a Cabinet Committee for the Middle East will be 
highly desirable if not essential in order to co-ordinate policy over the whole field. 
Equally the scope of the polivies now under discussion makes it quite clear that 
if Lord Altrincham’s more drastic proposal for an amalgamated Middle East 
Department is not adopted forthwith the absolute minimum requirement for 
avoiding « breakdown is the creation of a really strong secretariat in London to 
do for the new Middle East Office at least as much as the Supply Section:for the 
Middle East has done for M.E.S.C. ‘an indication of scale, $S.M.E. has 
required about the half-time services of an energetic Assistant Secretary and the 
wholotime of two or three Principals and the equivalent of three of four Assistant 
Principals with the nece ral staff, In the absence of some comparable 
establishment of really high quility experience shows that the many and exacting 
needs of a vigorous British Staff in the Middle East cannot be satisfied. 

5. ‘There are now or will shortly be in England several ex-officials who 
huye great experience in problems of Middle East development; there are also 
Professor Peers and Drs. Keen and Worthington, whose reports are a ‘' bible" 
for Middle East Development, and others, Tt is recommended that these men 
should be invited. to join an advisory committee or panel and that it sould be 
the business of a qualified member of the London Middle Enst Office or Secretariat 
to seo that their advice is sought in all appropriate cases 





7 1208/13/17) No, 19 
Mr. Duff Cooper to Mr. Dixon {Received 24th October.) 
Parks, Ath Ovtober, 1045. 


scretary of State’s conversation 
sation with Massigli. 


My dear Dixon, 
LSEND you two memoranda—one on 
with M, Bidault, 1 upon my subsequent cony ig 
J Other matters werv ‘discussed between Me, Bevin and M, Bidanlt, 
the recent Council of Ministers, the Emerald Buddha, the future of the 

and the Rubr, and the establishment of central Secretaries of State in 


With regard to the first matter, the Secrotary of Stato said that, in, his 


opinion, Molotov, who bad admitted in’ private that the question of procedure 
oh which the conference had collapsed was of little importance, was, Ih fact, only 
intoreated in two things, namely: the recognition by the other G nents of 
the present régimes in Bulgaria and Koumania and the satisfaction of Russian 
ambitions either in ‘Tripolitania or elsewhere in Africa. When Molotov found 
that he was not going to get xatinfaction on either of these points he deliberately 


wrecked the conference, 
4. With regard) to the Emerald Buddha, the Secretary of State told 


M. Bidnult that the demand forthe return of it was one which was likely to 
cause «feeling of gre iliation to the Sitmese, and he hoped, therefore, 
that the French would drop it: M. Bidanlt replied that he was not fully 
conversant with the facts, bat he understood that the Buddha hnd been stolen 
at some earlier date and that the Sinmexe were now proving very intractable 
hut if they ‘would be more conciliatory on other points this could be dropped 
Th any case, he asked why the Sinmese had m ir a proach through the 
Bet Ges etthent TE they felt #0 strongly nbout the Buddy, they had better 
Approach the French theniselves on the subject 

5. With regard to the future of the Rhine ond the Ruhr, M. Bidault 
suggested. that conversations should nue in London between the French. 
British, and Amorican deputies of the Council of Ministers. He said he had 
already mentioned the matter (0 Mr. Byrnes, who had not objected, and he under 
Stood that Mr. Dunn would remain in London for some time, as would also the 
Fronch deputy, M. Couve de Murville. “The Secretary of State replied that he 
would look into this matter without delay, but that he was not at present in a 
position to take a decision. 

6. With regard to the German Secretaries of State, M. Bidault said that 
he hoped the military authorities would be instructed not to be in a hurry with 
regard to their appointment, He himself was apprehensive 2s to the result. 
We had seen in London during these last three weeks how difficult it was for 
four Powers to act together, If, in future, Germany had, on the one hand, the 


4 to collaborate and, on the other hand, 
ble German ie, the result would very soon be that the sing 
n would exercise complete control and the divergent efforts. of the four 
Powers would be frustrated. 
T. The Secretary of State nplied that instructions in the sense desired 
had already been given both to Field-Marshal Montgomery and to. General 
pwer, and he emphasised thut this information was strictly confidential 
¥ add that the conversation throughout was extremely friendly 
that the parting was almost nflectionate, nnd T fele that: M.'Bidanlt was highly 
satisfied 
Yours ever 
DUEF COOPER. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 19 


Record of Concereation between the Secretary. of State and the, French 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on 3rd. October, 1945 


THE Secretary of State began by saying that he did not approve of the 
Aiguestion of forming an Anglo-French ‘*front’” in the Middle Fast, He was 
opposed on principle to the formation of '* fronts’ and blocs, He. preferred 
to settle all tatters in dispute between France aud England on their morits and 
lhe was quite prepare » treaty with France similar to those which 
‘Scipio alnescy Det USSR, and Great Britain and the 
He wished now to get a settlement. with regard to the, Levant. question ans 
he enquired whether the Frouch had any other interests in the Middle Enst a 
from the Levant. M, Bidanlt replied that they had interests in every part of 
the Middle East, ay ther were many Freach sohools ond institutes in all the 
countries concerned. Mr. Bevin suggested that such interests were rather of 
cultural nature than political, M. Bidault «aid that it was very hard 
Jine between the two hat happened in the Levant affected French 
other countries, 
red to a conversation that he had with M. Bidault after 
quers on the 1th September, when he had said that he saw no 
objection to holding the conference on the Levant in Paris. He had since 
told that to hold it in Paria might give great offence to the Syrians and Lebanese, 
whether M. Bidault saw any objection to holding the conte 
elsewhere, M, Bidault said that he would consider this point and 
there was no need to take a decision immediately. All that was happening st 
present was preliminary conversations between experts and the time for a 
rence had not yet arrived. He wished, however, to impress upon Mr Bevin 
the difficulty which the French Government would have in agreeing to hold a 
the one issue of the Levant. The French had long cons r 
Le ned France only, and if th to hold a 
¢ with Great Britain with regard to those territori would feel 
that they were being placed in the dock. When it was suggested that representa. 
tives of Syri the Lebanon might attend such wc Bidault 
rejected sich a possibility. The presence of the Arabs would obviously increase 
the impression that France was being asked to justify herself and her actions, 
He repeated that in his opinion the time for a conference had not yet arrived, 
but he hoped that conversations would continue either in London or in Paris. 
He ait that he himself was uot very intimately acquainted with the details of the 
subject, but that axsigli (who arrived towards the end of jis conversatio 
was fully informed on the subject ae Ree nee eg patoraatee) 
D.6, 
Ath October, W945. 
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